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Chapter  I. 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 

1829-1835. 

(CONTINUED.) 


To  the  Assembly  with  Papers  from  New  Jersey  Con- 
cerning an  Alleged  Obstruction  in  the  Delaware. 

Grentlemen — 

1  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  THE  TWO  HOUSES 
copies  of  a  communication  from  the  executive  of 
the  state  of  New  Jei'sey,  and  of  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  accompanying 
the  same,  relative  to  an  alleged  obstruction  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Delaware,  by  the  erection  of  a  wing 
dam  in  the  said  river,  on  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the 
same,  near  New  Hope. 

Although  obstructions  of  the  navigation  of  the  Dela- 
ware river,  of  a  more  serious  character  than  that  com- 
plained of  in  the  communication  mentioned,  have  been 
placed  or  authorised  to  be  placed  in  that  river,  as 
well  by  incorporated  companies,  deriving  their  author- 
ity from  legislative  enactments  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  as  by  private  citizens  of  that  state,  to  which 
the  assent  of  this  commonwealth  has  never  been  ob- 

(3) 


4  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

tained,  and  the  erection  of  the  wing  dam  in  question, 
by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  her  canal  with 
water  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  might  be  justified 
upon  the  principles  of  an  equality  of  rights,  possessed 
by  this  state  with  the  state  of  New  Jersey  in  relation 
to  the  navigation  and  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  river 
Delaware,  yet  as  it  is  important  to  both  states  that  the 
extent  of  the  privileges  to  be  enjoyed  by  either,  in 
reference  to  the  river  in  question,  should  be  definitely 
established  and  ari-anged  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion, amity  and  forbearance,  it  is  earnestly  recommend- 
ed that  measures  be  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  early  as  possible,  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
dam  complained  of  is  injurious  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Delaware,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing and  establishing  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
respective  states  to  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  river, 
and  to  define  the  several  objects  to  which  they  may  be 
applied  by  the  states  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
respectively,  provided  the  former  shall  adopt  similar 
measures  for  attaining  the  object  last  mentioned  on  her 
part. 


GEO.  WOLF. 


Harrisburg,  February  2, 1832. 


Executive  Office, 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  January  28th,  18S2. 

To  His  Excellency,  George  Wolf: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  Excellency  an 
authenticated  copy  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
legislature  of  this  state,  at  their  late  session  in  December  last, 
relative  to  a  wing  dam,  recently  erected  in  the  Delavi^are  river, 
on  the  Pennsylvania  side  thereof  near  New  Hope. 

In  conformity  with  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  first 
resolution,  I  appoint  commissioners  to  make  the  proposed  as- 
certainment of  facts.  The  commissioners  have  made  to  me 
a  very  full  and  satisfactory  report,  by  which  it  appears  that 
in  the  course  of  last  summer  and  fall,  a  wing  dam  has  been 
erected  in  Wells'   falls  in  the  river  Delaware,  on  the  Penn- 
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sylvania  side  thereof,  below  and  near  the  town  of  New  Hope, 
under  the  direction  of  one  of  the  assistant  engineers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  caral;  and  that  in  erecting  said  dam  the  en- 
gineer acted  by  the  authority  and  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  of  the 
6th  of  May  last,  directing  the  creation  of  a  water  power  to 
supply  the  canal  with  water  from  the  combined  locks  near  New 
Hope  to  Bristol,  and  also  that  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
and  certain  heights  of  water  in  said  river  it  does  now  and 
from  its  location  and  dimensions  will  probably  hereafter 
materially  interfere  with  and  obstruct  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river. 

Permit  me,  sir,  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
subject  so  important  to  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Jersey  concerned  in  the  river  trade;  and  to 
request  that  you  will  give  to  it  an  early  consideration. 

The  idea  is  not  entertained  that  the  canal  commissioners 
acting  under  authority  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  have  in- 
tentionally erected  this  dam  in  such  manner,  as  to  obstruct 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  and  thereby  infringe  the  rights 
of  New  Jersey,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  understood  that  they  ex- 
pressly directed  it  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  avoid  that  result. 
But  as  the  effect  of  it  is  now  ascertained  to  be  such  as  ma- 
terially to  interfere  with  the  navigation,  it  is  confidently 
hoped  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  under  whose  authority 
it  has  been  erected,  will  take  prompt  *and  effective  measures 
for  its  removal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
With    great   respect 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VROOM. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  that  a  wing  dam  has  been  recently  erected 
at  or  near  to  "Well's  Falls,"  in  the  river  Delaware,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  side  of  the  said  river,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town 
of  New  Hope,  which  materially  interferes  with,  and  obstructs 
the  free  navigation  thereof,  causing  thereby  great  inconveni- 
ence, loss  and  damage  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  others 
navigating  said  river.  And  whereas  aid  and  relief  have  been 
prayed  of  this  Legislature  by  petition.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,    That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be,  and  he 
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is  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  ascertain  without  delay, 
in  such  maimer  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  either  by  agent  or 
agents,  or  otherwise,  whether  any  wing  or  other  dam  has  re- 
cently been  built  and  erected  at  or  near  to  "Wells'  Falls,"  in 
the  river  Delaware,  en  the  Pennsylvania  shore  thereof,  near  to 
the  town  of  New  Hope — and  if  so,  whether  it  does  now,  or 
from  its  location  and  dimensions,  may  probably  hereafter,  ma- 
terially interfere  with,  and  obstruct  the  free  navigation  of 
the  said  river — and  that  he  further  ascertain,  in  manner  afore- 
said, by  whom,  and  by  what  authority,  and  for  what  purpose, 
said  dam  has  been  erected. 

Resolved  further,  That  if  it  should  appear  to  the  Governor, 
from  the  information  he  may  obtain  under  the  preceding  reso- 
lution, that  the  said  wing  or  other  dam,  has  been  built  at  or 
near  the  place  aforesaid,  and  that  it  now  does  or  probably  will 
hereafter  materially  obstruct  the  free  navigation  of  the  said 
river  Delaware,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  he  do,  without  de- 
lay, call  the  attention  of  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  subject,  and  request  his  co-operation  in  re- 
moving said  obstruction,  and  that  he  do  use  any  and  every 
other  means  within  his  power  under  the  existing  laws  of  this 
State,  and  treaties  with  Pennsylvania,  to  have  said  dam  re- 
moved, and  abated  as  a  nuisance. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Annual  Financial 
Statement  of  Dickinson  College. 

Gentlemen — 

1    HEREWITH    TRANSMIT    TO    THE    LEGISLA- 
ture  copies  of  the  annual  financial  statement  of  the 
trustees  of  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle,  as  re- 
ceived this  day  from  a  committee  of  that  body. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  9th,  1831. 

Carlisle,   February   8th,   1832. 
To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir— In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  college  at  the  bor- 


George  Wolf.  7 

ough  of  Carlisle,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,"  passed  13th  April,  1826,  the  trustees  of  Dickin- 
son college  have  the  honor  to  render  to  your  excellency  a  state- 
ment shewing  the  way  and  manner  in  which  they  have  ex- 
pended the  sum  of  $3,000,  received  by  them  under  that  act,  on 
the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1831,  to  be  by  you  laid  before  the 
legislature. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

CHAS.   B.   PENROSE, 
FRED.    WATTS, 
Committee  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Dickinson  college. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the  state's 
annuity  of  $3,000  has  been  expended,  containing  the  account 
current  of  Dickinson  College,  from  October,  1830,  to  October, 
1831. 

Dr. 

To  balance  in  treasury  17th  October,  1830,  $811  37 

Tuition  of  students  from  1st  November,  1830,  to 

September,  1831,    1,125  25 

1st  January,  1830,  state's  annuity,  3,000  00 

26th  July,  1831,  cash  note  discounted  in  Carlisle 
bank,    197  87 


$5,134  49 


Cr. 

26th  April,  1831.    By  cash  paid  interest  on  old 

debt  due   Carlisle  bank,    $120  00 

October,  1831.     Do.    do.    Janitor's  wages  for  year 

ending  October,  1831, 110  00 

Do.  do.  contingent  expenses  in- 
cluding repairs  of  college  edi- 
fice, insurance  thereon,  fuel, 
&c.,  for  year  ending  October, 

1831,    

3d  May,  1831.    Do.  do.  note  to  Carlisle  bank, 

Do.   do.  professor's  salaries,  for 

year  ending  October,  1831, 

Do.  do.  Treasurer's  commission, 
October,  1831.     By  balance  in  treasury,  

$5,134  49 


177 

06 

1,348 

40 

3,300 

75 

50 

56 

27 

72 
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To  the  Assembly  with  Regard  to  Certain  Injuries  to 
the  Western  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal 
by  Freshets. 

Gentlemen: — 

1  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  COPIES  OF  A 
eonimiinication  received  from  the  president  of  the 
board  of  canal  commissioners,  accompanied  by  a 
report  of  the  engineer  employed  upon  the  Western  di- 
vision of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  detailing  the  extent 
of  injur}'  done  to  the  public  works  in  that  quarter,  by 
the  late  freshets;  and  containing  an  estimate  of  the 
sum  required  to  repair  damages,  and  for  putting  that 
division  of  the  canal  in  navigable  order.  Permit  me 
to  invite  the  early  attention  of  the  legislature  to  the 
urgent  request  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Clarke, 
and  to  unite  with  him  in  respectfully  asking  that  funds 
be  provided,  without  delay,  for  the  objects  mentioned 
in  his  communication. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  27th,  1832. 

Blairsville,   February   21,   1832. 
His  Excellency  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — I  have  just  returned  to  this  place  from  a  tour  of  in- 
spection along  the  Western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal; 
in  company  with  Mr.  Welch,  the  engineer  of  the  line.  We 
passed  over  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  dam- 
age that  has  recently  been  done  to  the  public  works  by  the 
greatest  freshet  that  has  occurred  in  the  Conemaugh,  Kiski- 
minetas  and  Allegheny  rivers  since  the  first  settlement  of  this 
country.  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  report  of  the  engineer,  de- 
tailing the  extent  of  injury  done  to  the  canal  and  its  works. 
In  which  he  estimates  the  whole  amount  of  damage  by  the 
flood  at  $55,174;  being  the  sum  required  to  restore  the  canal 
to  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  previous  to  the  freshet. 
But  to  construct  the  works  at  the  dams  so  substantial  as  to 
ensure  their  safety  against  a  similar  irruption,  to  erect  some 
necessary  new  works,  to  remove  hill  slips,  and  to  put  the 
whole  canal  in  good  order  for  navigation,  has  been  by  him 
estimated  to   require   $67,374.     The   principal   breaches   in  the 
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canal  are  at  and  between  Blairsville  and  Leechburg,  over  a 
distance  of  37  miles.  The  Ligonier  line,  31  miles  long,  has 
sustained  very  little  injury;  and  the  line  from  Leechburg  to 
Pittsburg,  36  miles,  has  suffered  but  an  inconsiderable  amount 
of  damage;  while  the  wooden  structure  of  all  the  dams  on  the 
Conemaugh  and  Kiskiminetas  (ten  in  number),  have  with- 
stood the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  and  the  pressure  of  the  late 
tremendous  flood,  unmoved  and  but  slightly  injured.  The 
great  Leechburg  dam,  which  has  been  the  source  of  much-  so- 
licitude, and  no  little  misrepresentation,  is  believed  to  be  a 
substantial  and  permanent  structure.  Should  the  legislature 
make  immediate  provision  for  repairs,  and  the  spring  prove 
favourable,  the  navigation  of  the  Western  division  may  be  re- 
sumed by  the  first  day  of  May  next.  In  conclusion,  I  must  re- 
spectfully, but  earnestly,  urge  the  necessity  of  funds  being 
provided  without  delay.  The  supervisors  on  the  Western  di- 
vision have  been  for  three  months  past  without  funds,  and 
even  to  secure  the  Leechburg  dam  last  fall,  they  had  to  incur 
heavy  debts,  which  they  have  no  means  of  discharging. 

With  great  respect,  I  am. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
Canal    Commissioner. 

Blairsville,  February  21st,  1832. 

To  James  Clarke,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
board,  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairing  and  putting  in  order 
for  navigation,  the  Western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal. 

The  amount  stated  below,  includes  the  expense  of  extending 
the  wier  of  the  dam  at  Blairsville  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
and  the  dam  at  Leechburg  seventy  feet;  the  expense  of  raising 
the  guard  locks  and  abutments  at  all  the.  dams  on  the  Kiski- 
minetas and  Conemaugh,  and  Kiskiminetas  lines,  to  such  a 
height  as  will  secure  them  against  injury  by  a  rise  in  the  river 
of  thirty  feet;  also,  the  ordinary  repairs.  The  expense  of 
the  new  work  and  ordinary  repairs,  is  estimated  at  $12,200. 

The  Ligonier  line,  extending  from  the  basin  at  Johnstown, 
to  the  head  of  the  pool  of  dam  No.  5,  near  Blairsville,  has 
sustained  no  injury  of  consequence  by  the  late  fiood.  The 
expense  of  putting  this  part  of  the  canal  in  order  for  naviga- 
tion, including  the  ordinary  repairs,  is  estimated  at  $400. 
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Kiskiminetas  and  Conemaugh  Line.— The  embankment  be- 
tween the  west  end  of  dam  No.  5,  and  the  high  ground,  is 
carried  away,  and  the  river  now  flows  through  the  breach. 
The  head  of  the  guard  lock  was  partially  undermined,  and 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  perches  of  the  masonry  has  fallen 
down.  The  remainder  of  the  lock  is  not  injured.  The  tow- 
ing path  along  the  pool  is  considerably  injured,  and  the  canal 
below  the  guard  lock  is  partly  carried  away,  on  a  distance  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  perches.  Below  this  point,  and 
above  lock  No.  16,  there  are  four  small  breaches  through  the 
towing  path.  The  water  of  the  river  overflowed  the  upper 
end  of  the  level  between  locks  No.  16  and  15,  and  the  current 
in  the  canal  has  slightly  abraded  the  banks.  Towards  the 
lower  end  of  this  level  there  are  two  small  breaches  through 
the  towing  path.  Below  lock  No.  15,  the  water  of  the  river 
covered  the  towing  path  to  the  depth  of  seven  or  eight  feet, 
and  the  strong  current  which  in  this  place  bears  against  the 
canal,  has  injured  the  later  considerably,  on  a  distance  of 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile;  below  this  and  above  lock  No. 
14,  there  are  two  small  breaches  through  the  bank.  Along  the 
bluff  between  lock  No.  14,  and  the  village  of  Livermore,  the 
canal  is  considerably  injured;  at  one  point  the  towing  path 
is  all  carried  away  on  a  distance  of  six  hundred  feet.  Be- 
tween the  village  of  Livermore  and  the  head  of  the  pool  of 
dam  No  4,  there  are  three  or  four  small  breaches.  The  towing 
path  along  the  pool  of  dam  No.  4,  is  slightly  abraded  in  sev- 
eral places,  and  at  one  point  it  is  partly  washed  away,  on  a 
distance  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  feet.  The  north 
abutment  of  dam  No.  4  is  carried  away;  also,  a  part  of  the 
embankment  of  the  guard  lock  on  the  opposite  side.  The 
dam  and  guard  lock  are  not  injured.  The  injury  sustained  at 
this  point  would  not  have  interrupted  the  navigation,  had  the 
canal  been  in  use.  From  dam  No.  4  to  the  head  of  the  pool 
of  dam  No.  3,  the  canal  is  comparatively  but  little  injured. 
The  level  between  locks  No.  10  and  9,  has  sustained  the  most 
damage.  The  towing  path  along  the  pool  of  Dam  No.  3  is  con- 
siderably washed  or  abraded  at  several  points,  but  the  re- 
pairs will  not  be  expensive.  The  expense  of  putting  this  line 
in  order  for  navigation,  including  the  ordinary  repairs,  is  es- 
timated at  $16,059. 

Kiskiminetas  Line — Dam  No.  3. — The  guard  lock  at  this 
dam  is  connected  with  a  lift  lock;  all  the  walls  of  the  former, 
above  the  lower  gates  are  carried  away.  The  lift  lock  does 
not  appear  to  be  injured.    The  embankment  on  each  side  of 
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the  guard  lock  is  carried  into  the  boat  channel,  below  the  lift- 
lock,  and  must  be  removed  before  the  opening  of  the  naviga- 
tion. The  water  passed  over  and  around  the  abutment  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  but  without  doing  any  serious  injury. 
The  dam  is  safe.  A  new  guard  lock  and  a  new  abutment  are 
required  at  this  dam.  The  towing  path  between  dams  No.  3  and 
2  is  considerably  damaged.  The  abutment  and  one  side  of 
the  guard  lock  at  dam  No.  2  are  carried  away;  also,  the  em- 
bankment between  the  dam  and  guard  lock.  The  dam  is  not 
injured.  The  canal  below  the  guard  lock  is  principally  washed 
away,  on  a  distance  of  about  one  thousand  feet,  and  below  this 
it  is  considerably  injured.  The  towing  path  along  the  pool 
of  dam  No.  1  (Leechburg),  requires  repairs  to  a  considerable 
extent. .  At  dam  No.  1  the  guard  lock  and  abutment  connected 
with  it  are  carried  away,  and  the  end  of  the  dam  adjoining  the 
abutment  is  partially  undermined.  The  dam  is  otherwise  not 
injured.  Jhe  river  passes  through  the  breach.  A  new  guard 
lock  and  a  new  abutment  are  required  at  this  point,  and  the 
wier  of  the  dam  should  be  extended  about  seventy  feet.  The 
canal  below  the  guard  lock  is  principally  washed  away,  on  a 
distance  of  twelve  hundred  feet  below  this  point,  and  between 
it  and  the  large  aqueduct  there  are  three  small  breaches 
through  the  towing  path  bank.  The  expense  of  putting  this 
line  in  order  for  navigation,  including  ordinary  repairs,  is  es- 
timated at  $46,415. 

Allegheny  and  Pine  Creek  Lines,  Including  the  Aqueduct 
over  the  Allegheny  River  at  Pittsburg. — One  of  the  arches  of 
the  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Kiskiminetas,  is  badly  broken  by  the  ice  and  floating  timber; 
a  new  arch  will  be  required.  Two  of  the  piers  are  consider- 
ably battered.  The  aqueduct  is  otherwise  but  little  injured. 
The  trunk  of  the  aqueduct  over  the  Buffaloe  creek  is  raised 
from  the  piers  and  abutments,  and  the  walls  are  slightly  in- 
jured. The  other  small  aqueducts  on  the  Allegheny  line  have 
sustained  no  damage.  The  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river 
at  Pittsburg  is  slightly  injured,  some  of  the  lower  timbers 
in  the  arches  are  broken  and  displaced.  There  are  a  few  small 
breaches  in  the  embankment  along  the  Allegheny  line,  these 
can  be  repaired  in  a  short  time  and  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars.  The  hillslips  on  this  line  con- 
tinue to  be  troublesome  and  the  expense  of  removing  these 
constitutes  a  large  item  in  the  estimated  cost  of  repairs.  The 
expense  of  putting  this  line  in  order  for  navigation  including 
the  ordinary  repairs  is  estimated  at  $4,500. 


12  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Recapitulation. 

Ligonier  line,   $4^^ 

Kiskiminetas  and  Conemaiigh  line,    16,059 

Kiskiminetas  line,  ' 46,415 

Allegheny  and  Pine  Creek  line, 4,500 


Estimated  cost  of  repairing  the  canal,  67,374 

Deduct  cost  of  new  work  and  ordinary  repairs,  12,200 


Estimated  amount  of  damage  by  the  late  flood,  $55,174 


From  the  best  observations  that  can  be  made,  the  water  in 
the  ordinary  channel  of  the  river,  between  the  mouth  of  Black- 
lick  and  the  village  of  Leechburg,  where  it  was  unobstructed 
by  dams  rose  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-eight  feet  above 
the  plane  of  low  water. 

It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  guard  locks  and  dam  abutments, 
between  these  two  points,  high  enough  to  render  them  secure 
from  injury  by  a  flood  of  thirty  feet  rise  in  the  ordinary  chan- 
nel, or  about  sixteen  feet  on  the  wier  of  the  dams. 
^        Respectfully  submitted, 

SYLVESTER   WELCH,    Engineer. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Resohitions  of  the  Indiana 
Legislature  Urging  more  Comprehensive  Pension 
Legislation  for  the  Veterans  of  the  Revolution. 

Gentlemen — 

IRAYE  THE  HONOR  TO  SUBMIT  FOR  YOUR 
consideration,  copies  of  a  communication  received 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
of  certain  resolutions  adopted  by. the  Legislalure  of 
that  State,  instructing  their  senators  and  requesting 
their  representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a 
more  perfect  and  uniform  organization  of  the  Militia 
of  the  several  States  of  the  Union;  and  also  to  use  all 
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honorable  means  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  award- 
ing' a  liberal  and  am})le  compensation  to  all  such  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution  to  whom 
the  pension  laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  extend, 
but  who  bore  arms  in  defence  of  their  country  from  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  in  1775,  to  the  close  of 
the  war;  whether  of  the  continental  line,  state  line, 
or  militia,  under  such  regulations  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  think  it  expedient  to  adopt. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  28,  1832. 

Executive  Department, 
Indianapolis,  Feb.  8,  1832. 
Sir — The  resolutions  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose, 
are  transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Indiana. 

With    great    respect,     , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  NOBLE. 
Addressed, 
To  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  Joint  Resolution 

Relative  to  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Militia  of  the 

Several    States. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, That  our  senators  in  congress  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed,  and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their 
exertions,  both  by  their  votes  and  influence,  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a  more  perfect  and  uniform  or- 
ganization of  the  Militia  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union, 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  State 
be  directed  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution;  also  a 
copy  to  the  Governors  of  other  states  in  the  Union,  with  a 
view  that  the  same  may  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
their   respective   legislatures. 
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To  the  Assembly  with  the  Report  of  the  Engineer 
Employed  to  Ascertain  the  Practicability  of  Chang- 
ing the  Line  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
Railroad  so  as  to  Run  Through  the  Business  Part 
of  the  City  of  Lancaster. 
Gentlemen: — 

1  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU  COPIEkS  OF  A 
communication  of  the  President  of  the  board  of 
canal  commissioners,  and  of  a  report  of  Moncure 
Robinson,  the  engineer  employed,  in  pursuance  of  ti 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  seventh  of  Febru- 
ary last,  to  make  a  survey  on  the  Columbia  and  Phila- 
delphia rail-road  between  the  big  and  little  Conestoga 
bridges,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicabil- 
ity  of  changing  the  present  location  of  the  road,  so  as 
to  pass  through  the  business  part  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster. • 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

.     liarrisburg,  March  9th,  1832. 

Canal  Commissioners'  Room, 
March  8th,   1832. 
His  Excellency  George  Wolf: 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  dated 
the  7th  February,  1832,  directing  a  survey  to  be  made  on  the 
Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  between  the  big  and 
little  Conestoga  bridges,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
practicability  of  changing  the  present  location  of  the  road,  so 
as  to  pass  through  the  business  part  of  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report. 

That  in  compliance  with  the  said  resolution,  the  board  ap- 
pointed Moncure  Robinson,  Esq.,  an  experienced  and  skilful 
engineer,  who  had  not  been  employed  upon  the  rail  road  t6 
make  the  required  survey  and  estimate.  The  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Lancaster  having  engaged  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  same. 

The  enclosed  is  the  report  of  the  survey  and  estimate  of  the 
engineer,  received  this  day,  which  I  hasten  to  transmit  to 
your  excellency,  in  order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the 
•Legislature,  as  directed  by  the  said  resolution. 

I  am  yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
Pres't.  Board  Canal  Comm'rs. 
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To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

Gentlemen — The  resolution  of  your  board  of  the  9th  ult.  di- 
recting further  surveys  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lancaster,  pre- 
sents three  subjects  of  inquiry.  1st  The  practicability  of 
changing  the  present  location  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia 
rail  road  between  the  big  and  little  Conestoga  bridges,  so 
that  it  may  pass  through  the  business  part  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster. 2d.  The  cost  and  amount  of  damages  which  such 
change  would  incur.  And  3d.  The  time  required  to  make  the 
alteration. 

It  might  be  sufficient  in  reference  to  the  first  point  to  state, 
that  the  object  in  question  is  practicable.  It  is  presumed, 
however,  that  the  resolution  of  the  board  had  reference  to  the 
practicability  of  effecting  the  proposed  change  without  material 
detriment  to  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail 
road.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  pre- 
sent to  the  board  such  facts  in  relation  to  the  matter  as  ap- 
pear pertiient. 

The  business  part  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  is  situated  on 
the  south  west  slope  of  an  unbroken  ridge  which  crosses  the 
tract  of  country  between  the  big  and  little  Conestoga  creeks. 
It  is  obvious  that  to  change  the  rail  road  between  the  big  and 
little  Conestoga  bridges  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reach  the 
business  part  of  the  town,  it  is  necessary  to  diverge  from  the 
line  as  located,  so  as  to  pass  this  ridge  into  the  city  and  af- 
terwards to  re-cross  it  in  leaving.  It  will  be  inferred  by  the 
board  that  such  a  line  could  not  be  traced  without  encounter- 
ing a  higher  summit,  expensive  excavation  in  crossing  and 
re-crossing  the  ridge,  as  well  as  an  increase  of  length  in  the 
line. 

Very  full  explorations  were  made  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Lancaster,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  any  facilities  or  fa- 
fourable  features  which  the  country  might  present;  and  af- 
terwards, such  a  line  was  traced  as  seemed  on  the  view  taken 
most  advantageous.  It  is  possible  that  this  line  might  in 
some  of  its  details  be  improved,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  it 
could  be  materially  so;  as  traced  on  the  ground  it  may  be 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  big  Conestoga  bridge  and  following  the  line 
of  rail  way  as  executed,  as  far  as  Hardwick  bridge,  but  rising  at 
a  graduation  of  twenty-nine  feet  per  mile,  it  attains  the  west- 
ern abutment  of  this  bridge  at  an  elevation  eight  feet  and 
seven  tenths  higher.    It  then  deflects  to  the  left  and  passes 
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behind  Mrs.  Detri'cks  and  Captain  Michaels,  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  New  Holland  turnpike,  which  it  crosses  be* 
tween  its  intersections  with  Lime  and  Shippen  streets.  It 
afterwards  passes  through  Muhlenburg  and  Long's  orchard, 
pursuing  a  direction  approaching  Chestnut  street,  and  crosses 
North  Queen  street,  within  eighty-six  feet  of  the  same.  At 
this  point  it  bends  to  the  right,  crossing  Princes  street,  mid- 
way between  Chestnut  and  Walnut.  Walnut  street  near  its 
intersection  with  Water  and  James  street,  near  the  angle 
formed  by  this  street  and  one  of  the  city  alleys.  From  this 
point  (after  crossing  the  turnpike),  it  pursues  a  course  between 
the  turnpike  and  the  located  line  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Columbia  railroad,  which  it  gradually  approaches,  and  with 
which  it  connects  within  thirty-six  poles  of  the  little  Cones- 
toga  bridge,  thence  to  the  bridge  the  located  line  of  rail  road 
would  be  raised  so  as  to  conform  to  a  graduation  of  twenty- 
seven  and  a  half  feet  per  mile. 

The  length  of  the  line  above  described  would  be  four  miles 
and  forty-seven  poles,  that  of  the  line  as  located  and  graded, 
three  miles  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  poles,  making 
a  difference  of  distance  against  the  line  through  Lancaster  of 
one  hundred   and  eighty-nine  poles. 

The  increased  cost  of  executing  a  line  of  rail  road  on  tne 
tract  above  described,  would  embrace  the  following  items: 
Embankment  between  big  Conestoga  and  Hard- 
wick  bridges  and  at  Hardwick  Run,  27,191  cubic 

yards,   at   14  cents,    |3  806  74 

Culvert  at  Hardwick  Run,  820  perches  of  masonry 
at  $1.70  per  perch.  Foundation,  including  ma- 
terials, $300 1  694  Qo 

Embankment  west  of  Hardwick  Run,  20,656  cubic 

yards,  at  14  cents,  2  891  84 

Excavation  of  ridge  behind  Mrs.  Detrick's  and 
Captain    Michaels',    4,688    cubic    yards,    at    10 

^^^^^ 468  80 

Embankment  beyond  Mrs.  Detrick's  and  Captain 

Michaels',  3,614  cubic  yards,  at  12  cents, 433  68 

Deep  Cut  ending  at  Queen  street. 
Earth  excavation,  83,773  cubic  yards,  at  16  cents,  13,403  68 

Rock  excavation,  38,792  cubic  yards,  at  75  cents,  29,094  00 

Remaining  excavation  between  Queen  street  and 

Little  Conestogo  Bridge. 

43,592  cubic  yards  of  earth,  at  10  cents,  4,359  20 

1.550  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at  50  cents,   '775  OQ 
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>:mbankmeiit,  39,660  cubic  yards,  at  12  cents,.. 

10  dry  stone  drains,  at  $50  each,  

Bridges  and  causeways  at  crossings  of  streets 
and   alleys,    

Removal  of  material  of  superstructure  delivered 
on  graded  line  of  rail  road, 

Cost  of  laying  superstructure  of  189  poles  of 
double  track  rail  road  (being  difference  be- 
tween graded  road  and  line  through  Lancaster), 
at  $17,380  per  mile, 10,265  06 


4,759 

20 

500 

00 

11,750  00 

1,400 

00 

$85,601  20 


Add  for  superintendence  and  contingencies  8  per 
cent.,    6,848  09 


Total  expense  of  change,  $92,449  29 


It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  in  the  above  estimate  an 
allowance  is  made  in  the  road  way  formation  for  an  extra 
width  of  13  feet  in  the  rail  road  surface  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, between  Lime  street  and  James  street.  This  extra 
width  is  required  for  an  additional  track  which  will  be  in- 
dispensable for  the  accommodation  of  the  city,  and  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  Inserting  turning  platforms  or  swivels  m  the 
regular  line  of  rail  road,  in  order  to  connect  with  any  branches 
which  may  be  laid  down  in  streets,  an  addition  of  2  feet 
has  also  been  made  in  the  deep  cut  between  station  37  and 
North  Queen  street,  in  order  to  admit  of  some  increased  width 
of  drains  in  this  distance. 

The  prices  of  the  above  estimate  are  believed  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  execution  of  the  work,  and  some  of  them,  those  of  the 
vock  cutting  and  excavation  in  the  cut  ending  at  Queen  street, 
will  probably  appear  high.  It  is  to  be  recollected  that  a  large 
part  of  the  materials  excavated  on  this  portion  of  the  road 
way  must  be  transported  a  considerable  distance  in  order  to 
avoid  the  erection  of  spoil  banks  on  valuable  adjacent  prop- 
erty, and  though  the  rock  of  Lancaster  is  not  generally  ex- 
pensive, that  every  hard  rock  becomes  so  which  is  to  be  quar- 
ried in  a  cut  of  considerable  depth,  and  when  the  rock,  as 
must  be  the  case  in  a  portion  of  the  deep  cutting,  is  disad- 
vantageously  encountered.  In  regard  to  the  amount  of  dam- 
ages which  might  be  incurred  by  changing  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road, I  can  form,  of  course,  only  a  very  loose  conjecture.  It 
is  due,  however,  to  the  board  to  state,  that  it  would,  in  my 
2— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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opinion,  be  very  considerable.  The  buildings  to  be  removed, 
although  twelve  or  fourteen  in  number,  would  not  be  of 
much  value,  but  the  road  would  necessarily  cut  most  of  the 
lots  through  which  it  would  pass  by  either  a  diagonal  or 
curved  line,  and  the  depth  of  the  cut  between  the  New  Hol- 
land turnpike  and  Lime  street  (at  one  point  35  feet),  would 
make  it  necessary,  unless  it  were  faced  with  walls  on  each 
side,  to  occupy  a  considerable  space  of  ground  in  this  dis- 
tance. 

It  remains  to  add  on  the  third  point  referred  to  me  by  the 
board,  that  the  work  of  grading  the  proposed  rail  road  might 
be  accomplished  during  the  ensuing  spring  and  summer,  with 
the  exception  of  the  thorough  cut  above  mentioned,  through 
Lancaster.  This  must  necessarily  be  tedious  if  worked  econ- 
omically, and  could  scarcely,  I  should  think,  be  accomplished 
in  less  than  ten  or  twelve  months. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

MONCURE  ROBINSON,  C.  E. 

Harrisburg,  March  8th,  1832. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Regard  to  the  Request  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  in  relation  to  Certain  Alleged 
Obstructions  in  the  Susquehanna. 

Gentlemen — 

[HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  OF 
the  state  of  Maryland  a  communication  enclosing 
a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  that  state  request- 
ing that  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  re-con- 
struction or  repair  of  the  Muncy  and  Shamokin  dams  in 
the  Susquehanna  river  in  this  state,  copies  of  which 
are  herewith  transmitted  for  your  consideration. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  12th,  1832. 

Executive  Department, 
Annapolis,  March   7th,   1832. 
Sir — In  the  performance  of  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  enclosed 
resolution,  I  deem  it  due  to  the  friendly  relations  subsisting 
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oetween  the  states  over  which  we  respectively  preside,  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolution,  which  I  respect- 
fully request  that  your  Excellency  will  submit  to  the  legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  for  its  consideration.  And  I  ask  leave  to 
suggest  the  appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  each 
state,  respectively,  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  upon  the 
subject,  and  to  express  the  hope,  that  pending  the  negotiation, 
Pennsylvania  will  forbear  to  authorise,  and,  if  necessary,  for- 
bid the  re-construction  of  the  works  complained  of,  which 
have  recently  been  carried  away. 

With  the  highest  consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.    HOWARD. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates, 
February  2d,  1832. 
Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  forth- 
with to  take  such  measures  as  he,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Council,  may  deem  expedient  to  prevent  the  re- 
construction or  repair  of  the  Muncy  and  Shamokin  dams  in 
the  Susquehanna  river,  state  of  Pennsylvania,  which  obstruc- 
tions to  the  free  navigation  of  said  river  have  been  recently 
carried  away. 


To  the  Assembly  vetoing  "An  Act  Relative  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Canals  and  Rail  Roads." 

(xentlemen : — 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  KELATIVE  TO 
the  Pennsylvania  canals  and  rail-roads,"  was  pre- 
sented late  in  tlie  afternoon  of  yesterday,  for 
my  approval ;  and  mucli  as  I  regret  that  it  does  not  em- 
brace within  its  provisions,  all  the  interests  that  in 
my  opinion  ought,  in  the  progress  of  its  enactment,  to 
have  entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  legislature 
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and  been  provided  for,  yet  as  it  provides  for  the  prose- 
cution of  objects  of  internal  improvement,  the  comple- 
tion of  which  are  of  vital  interest  to  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  abandonment  of  which  at  this  time,  would  be 
destructive  of  its  best  interests,  I  have,  upon  due  con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  although  the  bill  in  its  provisions  falls 
far  short  of  what  its  friends  could  have  desired,  yet 
that  public  policy  requires  that  it  should  be  approved 
and  signed,  which  has  been  done,  and  the  Secretary 
has  been  directed  to  return  it  to  the  House  of  Eepre 
sentatives  in  which  it  originated. 

But  although  this  bill  has  now  become  a  law,  the 
reasonable,  and  I  trust,  the  well  grounded  hope  i« 
nevertheless  indulged,  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  now  assembled,  will  not  separate  until  justice 
shall,  at  least,  have  been  so  far  done  as  to  relieve  the 
people  of  the  North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  those  on  the  Beaver  and  French  creeks, 
along  which  extensive  public  improvements  have  been 
commenced,  from  the  ruinous  and  deplorable  condition 
in  which  the  legislation  of  the  State,  should  it  stop  at 
the  point  where  the  present  bill  leaves  it,  will  have 
placed  them. 

The  5th  section  of  the  act  of  21st  March,  1831,  directs 
in  imperative  language  that  the  canal  commissioners 
shall  extend  without  delay,  by  canal  and  slack  water 
navigation,  the  West  Branch  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal ;  the  Lewisburg  cross-cut ;  the  North  Branch 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal ;  and  that  they  shall 
make  a  canal  or  slackwater  navigation  from  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Beaver,  and  up  that 
creek  to  the  town  of  New  Castle.  The  several  points 
from  and  to  which  the  improvements  are  to  be  extend- 
ed or  made,  are  clearly  designated,  and  the  specific 
appropriations  made  for  carrying  on  the  several  works 
are  declared  to  be  for  or  towards  the  expenses  of  their 
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construction  for  that  year.  From  the  phraseology 
of  the  section  just  referred  to,  it  is  abundantly  mani- 
fest, that  the  legislature  of  1831  did  not  entertain  the 
opinion  that  the  sums  appropriated  to  complete  the 
several  works  to  which  they  were  to  be  applied,  would 
be  sufficient  for  that  object,  and  it  certainly  could  not 
have  entered  their  minds  that  the  act  of  legislation, 
which  they  designed  for  wise  and  valuable  purposes, 
should  operate  upon  the  citizens  to  be  affected  by  it 
as  a  snare,  by 'inducing  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
prospects  held  out  by  its  provisions,  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts requiring  extensive  preparations  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  large  sums  of  money  to  enable  those  en- 
gaged in  them  to  carry  them  successfully  into  effect, 
and  to  permit  (which  under  the  circumstances  the}^  dare 
not  resist,)  their  valuable  farms  to  be  entered  upon, 
extensive  excavations  to  be  made,  ditches  to  be  dug, 
and  fences  to  be  destroyed,  to  the  manifest  ruin  and 
destruction  of  much  valuable  property,  and  to  the 
great  damage  of  its  owners;  nor  would  it  be  doing  jus- 
tice to  that  enlightened  body  even  to  suppose  that  they 
entertained  the  remotest  idea,  that  after  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  sums  appropriated  by  them,  the  works 
would  be  abandoned  in  their  unfinished  state,  and  the 
good  citizens  through  whose  grounds  they  pass  left 
to  mourn  over  their  mutilated  and  ruined  property. 

That  legislation  cannot  be  just,  which,  to  save  the 
public  purse  would  work  individual  ruin;  nor  will  it 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  State  or  to  its  character 
for  justice  to  wink  at  the  destruction  of  individual 
rights  and  interests  occasioned  by  its  own  acts,  and 
refuse  redress  because  it  may  not  be  entirely  conveni- 
ent, at  the  moment,  to  yield  to  it.  If  the  legislation  of 
the  last  session,  did  not  pledge  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, that  the  works  contemplated  by  it,  should 
be  completed  without  delay,  it  at  least  afforded  strong 
ground  for  public  confidence  that  the  constituted  au- 


22  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

thorities  of  the  State  would  not  suffer  the  works  com- 
menced under  the  authority  of  law  to  languish  at  the 
expense  of  great  individual  sacrifice  and  individual 
ruin. 

Satisfied  as  I  am,  that  the  rights,  the  interests  and 
the  property  of  the  humblest  individual  within  this 
Commonwealth,  are  to  be  equally  watched  over  and 
guarded  by  those  in  authority  with  the  interests  of  the 
state  itself;  and  believing  as  I  do,  that  a  wise  economy 
and  sound  policy  require  at  our  hands,  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  relief  of  those  of  our  fellow 
citizens  whose  condition  must  otherwise  be  deplorable, 
I  have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  submit  the  few  crude 
remarks  contained  in  this  message  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  legislature,  and  to  ask  permission  to  urge 
upon  it  the  strong  claims  which  the  citizens  concerned, 
in  my  opinion,  have  to  its  magnanimity  as  well  as  to  its 
justice. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  March  30th,  1832. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Adjutant  General. 

Gentlemen : — 

1    HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  THE  AN- 
nual  report  and  statement  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  militia  and  vol- 
unteers, as  well  as  the  situation  of  the  military  prop- 
erty of  the  commonwealth. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  April  4th,  1832. 
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Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Harrisburg,   April    2d,    1832. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Wolf,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Militia  of  the  Commonwealth: 

Sir — In  obedience  to  law,  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  detailed  report,  in  which  is 
designated  the  number  of  militia  in  each  brigade  and  regi- 
ment in  the  commonwealth,  and  the  number  and  kind  of  vol- 
unteer corps  attached  to  the  same,  respectively,  together  with 
such  information  relative  to  the  military  property  of  the  state, 
as  the  annual  reports  of  the  subordinate  officers  have  enabled 
me  to  furnish. 

The  reports  from  this  department  being  required  to  be 
made  annually,  must  necessarily  present  much  sameness.  A 
few  words  will  suffice  to  point  out  the  variation  in  the  strength 
of  the  military  force,  from  the  statement  of  the  last  year.  The 
whole  number  of  militia  and  volunteers  now  reported,  is  194,- 
491,  exceeding  that  of  the  last  report  12,211.  The  increase  of 
volunteers  alone,  during  the  same  time,  is  1,622. 

Acompanying  the  statement,  I  transmit  an  account  of  the 
sales  of  certain  public  property,  made  under  the  provisions  of 
the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  April,  1827,  to- 
gether witli  an  account  of  repairs  made  to  the  state  arsenals, 
under  the  authority  of  the  same  section.  A  balance  of  $95.87V^ 
it  will  be  perceived  remains  in  my  hands.  Vouchers  for  the 
payments  under  this  head  are  enclosed. 

The  distribution  of  the  books  of  discipline,  mentioned  in  the 
last  report  from  this  department,  is  still  being  made.  The 
loss  at  sea  of  the  books  shipped  by  the  publishers  at  Boston 
(by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War),  has  not  yet  been  supplied. 

I  cannot  close  this  official  communication  without  adverting 
to  the  fact,  that  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  brigades  have 
during  the  past  year,  to  the  fullest  extent,  complied  with  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  in  making  their  reports,  and  in  the  col- 
lection and  care  of  the  public  arms  and  military  property.  In 
acting  thus,  it  is  true  that  the  officers  alluded  to  have  only 
performed  their  duty,  but  I  indulge  myself  in  the  gratification 
of  this  honorable  mention  of  the  promptness  with  which  in  the 
present  instance  it  has  been  done,  without  the  occurrence  of  a 
single  delinquency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  POWER, 
Adj't.  Gen'l.  P.  M. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  an  x\ct  of  Congress 
Reapportioning  the  Representatives  among  the 
States. 

Gentlemen — 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COPY  OF  AN  ACT  OF  CON- 
gress,  entitled  An  act  for  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives  among  the  several  states,  accord- 
ing to  the  fifth  census,  passed  the  twenty-second  day 
of  the  present  month,  duly  authenticated.  As  the  duty 
will  devolve  upon  you  to  re-organize  the  districts  for 
electing  representatives  to  represent  this  state  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  I  hasten  to  cause  copies  of  the 
same  to  be  laid  before  you,  in  order  that  you  may  be 
enabled  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  discharge  of 
that  important  duty. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  May  29th,  1832. 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES AMONG  THE  SEVERAL  STATES,  ACCORDING 
TO  THE  FIFTH  CENSUS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
from  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a  ratio  of  one  rep- 
resentative for  every  forty-seven  thousand  and  seven  hundred 
persons  in  each  state,  computed  according  to  the  rule  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say, 
within  the  state  of  Maine,  eight;  within  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  five;  within  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  twelve; 
within  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  two;  within  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  six;  within  the  state  of  Vermont,  five;  within 
the  state  of  New  York,  forty;  within  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
six;  within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  twenty-eight;  within 
the  state  of  Delaware,  one;  within  the  state  of  Maryland, 
eight;  within  the  state  of  Virginia,  twenty-one;  within  the 
state  of  North  Carolina,  thirteen;  within  the  state  of  South 
Carolina,  nine;    within  the  state  of  Georgia,  nine;    within  the 
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state  of  Kentucky,  thirteen;  within  the  state  of  Tennessee, 
thirteen;  within  the  state  of  Ohio,  nineteen;  within  the 
state  of  Indiana,  seven;  within  the  state  of  Mississippi,  two; 
within  the  state  of  Illinois,  three;  within  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana, three;  within  the  state  of  Missouri,  two;  within  the  staie 
of  Alabama,  five. 

A.   STEVENSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  President  of  the 
Senate. 
Approved,  May   22d,   1832. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


To  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  the  Receipt  of  a  Leg- 
acy from  Stephen  Girard  ''for  the  Purposes  of  In- 
ternal Improvement  by  Canal  Navigation." 

Gentlemen : — 

IHEKEV^^TH  TKANSMIT  COPIES  OF  THE  COR- 
respondence  between  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Stephen  Girard  and  the  State  Treas- 
urer, from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  legacy  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  bequeathed  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  by  that  patriotic  citizen, 
"for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement  by  canal 
navigation,"  was  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
monwealth on  the  20th  of  April  last,  and  is  now  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Legislature. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  May  31, 1832. 

Treasury  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 

May   30th,   1832. 

To  His  Excellency,  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — Agreeably  to  your  verbal  request  this  day,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  documents 
and  correspondence  between  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  ex- 
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ecutors  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard,  on  file  in  this  office,  rela- 
tive to  the  receipt  into  the  treasury  of  the  bequest  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  by  said  deceased  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  by  canal 
navigation.  A  receipt,  as  requested  by  Mr.  Duane  in  his  letter 
of  the  20th  ultimo,  was  signed  and  forwarded,  a  -copy  of 
which  has  not  been  preserved,  it  however  corresponded  in 
substance  with  the  certificate  of  deposit  accompanying  this 
communication. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't   serv't., 

A.  MAHON, 
State  Treasurer. 

Philadelphia,  April  7,  1832. 
Sir — When  I  was  at  Harrisburg  early  in  the  present  week, 
at  an  interview  with  the  Governor,  the  subject  of  the  late  Mr. 
Girard's  bequest  to  the  commonwealth,  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  mentioned;  the  Governor  said  that  he 
would  speak  to  you,  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  ^hich  the 
money  should  be  paid.  Presuming  that  arrangements  for  pay- 
ment will  be  made,  I  beg  leave  to  enquire  whether  you  desire 
that  the  money  should  be  taken  to  the  Treasury  at  Harrisburg, 
or  whether  you  will  send  an  agent  to  this  place  authorised  to 
receive  it?  Should  you  send  an  agent,  or  prefer  that  course, 
please  to  advise  me  before  you  send  him,  so  that  I  may  let 
you  know  the  time  at  which  he  may  find  all  things  here  in 
readiness. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  DUANE, 
For  Executors. 
A  Mahon,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Treasury  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 

April  12th,  1832. 
Sir— Yours  of  the  7th  inst.  has  been  received,  informing  that 
the  executors  of  Stephen  Girard,  deceased,  are  about  making 
arrangements  to  pay  the  bequest  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  made  by  the  said  deceased  to  the  commonwealth.  The 
severe  illness  of  the  Governor  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
which  still  continues,  precluding  altogether  an  interview  with 
him  on  official  business,  will,  I  hope,  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  seeming  delay  in  giving  you  an  answer.    On  reflection,  and 


George  Wolf.  27 

consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
Auditor  General,  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  have  a  personal 
interview  with  the  Governor  on  the  subject;  and  would  sug- 
gest, as  a  mode  of  payment,  that  the  executors,  when  they  are 
prepared  to  pay,  deposit  the  money  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  taking  duplicate 
certificates  of  deposit,  setting  out  on  what  account  the  deposit 
is  made;  one  of  which  to  be  transmitted  by  mail  to  this  of- 
fice, the  other  to  be  returned  by  the  executors,  which,  I  pre- 
sume, will  constitute  to  them  a  voucher;  if  not,  a  receipt  in  ad- 
dition will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  the  executors.  Please 
furnish  the  names  of  the  executors  to  whom  the  receipt  is  to 
be  given. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MAHON, 
State  Treasurer. 
William  J.  Duane,  Esq. 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1832. 

Sir — According  to  your  directions,  given  in  your  letter  of  the 
12th  inst.,  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Stephen  Girard  have, 
this  day,  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  credit 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  bequeathed  to  the  said  commonwealth 
by  the  said  testator,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement 
by  canal  navigation;  and  I  now  beg  leave  to  send  to  you,  in- 
closed herein,  the  certificate  of  the  cashier  of  the  said  bank, 
of  the  deposit  mentioned. 

Be  so  good  as  to  transmit  a  receipt  for  the  said  sum,  in  the 
form  stated  in  the  enclosed  paper,  under  cover  directed  to 
"John  A.  Barclay,  for  executors  of  Stepen  Girard,  Philadel- 
phia." 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  J.  DUANE. 

A  Mahon,  Esq.,  State  Treasurer. 

(Duplicate.) 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
April  20th,  1832. 
"Timothy  Paxson,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Joseph  Robert,  W.  J. 
Duane  and  John  A.   Barclay,   executors  of  the  late  Stephen 
Girard,  have  deposited  in  this  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thou- 
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sand  dollars,  bequeathed  to  the  said  commonwealth  by  the 
said  Stephen  Girard,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement 

by  canal  navigation. 

J.  TROTTER,  Cashier." 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Girard  Bank. 

Gentlemen — 

MEMORIALS,  SIGNED  BY  A  NUMBER  OF  THE 
citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
complaining  of  the  manner  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  open  books 
for  the  stock  of  the  Girard  Bank  were  conducted,  and 
requesting  the  executive  to  enforce  the  authority,  with 
which  he  is  by  law  invested  of  refusing  the  letters 
patent,  were  received  on  the  second  instant,  accom- 
panied by  the  depositions  of  individuals  in  support  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  memorials.  . 

The  first  section  of  the  "act  to  incorporate  the  Girard 
Bank  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia"  contains  a  proviso 
''that  neither  of  the  commissioners  nor  any  subscriber 
to  the  stock,  either  in  his  own  name  or  as  agent  of 
another,  or  through  the  agency  of  any  one,  shall  be 
allowed  to  take  more  than  five  shares  the  first  day, 
ten  shares  the  second  day,  fifty  shares  the  third;  but 
if  all  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be  subscribed  for  on 
or  before  the  third  day,  then  a  subscription  for  any 
number  of  shares  remaining  unscribed  for  shall  be  al- 
lowed; and  in  case  of  a  violation  of  the  foregoing  pro- 
vision and  complaint  made  thereof  to  the  Governor  of 
the  commonwealth,  the  Governor  shall  forthwith  in- 
quire into  the  truth  of  said  complaint,  and  if  he  find 
the  same  duly  supported,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  with- 
hold the  charter  of  incorporation,  &c." 

The  authority  vested  in  the  Governor  by  the  act  is, 
according  to  my  construction  of  it,  limited  exclusively 
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to  the  act  of  subscription  for  tlie  stock,  and  unless  it 
shall  appear  that  the  commissioners  or  others,  sub- 
scribing for  the  stock,  did  each  for  himself,  or  as  agent 
for  others,  subscribe  for  more  than  five  shares  on  the 
first  day,  ten  shares  on  the  second  day,  and  fifty  shares 
on  the  third  day,  the  power  of  the  executive  to  inter- 
fere by  withholding  the  charter  is  at  an  end.  The 
depositions  accompanying  the  memorials  contain  no 
allegation,  nor  do  they  disclose  a  single  fact  from  which 
it  can  be  inferred  that,  the  commissioners  or  either 'of 
them,  or  any  other  individual  exceeded  the  number  of 
shares,  on  either  of  the  days,  for  which  by  law  they 
were  entitled  to  subscribe;  there  has  therefore  been 
no  case  made  out  under  the  act  for  executive  interfer- 
ence. 

But  the  depositions  do  contain  allegations,  which 
if  true,  would  seem  to  present  a  case  proper  for  legisla- 
tive enquiry;  and  being  desirous  that  those  w^ho  feel 
themselves  aggrieved  should  have  an  opportunity  af- 
forded them  to  have  the  subject  of  their  complaints 
investigated  by  the  only  authority  possessing  the 
power  to  do  justice  to  all  parties,  I  have  considered  it 
my  duty  to  transmit  to  the  general  assembly  the  docu- 
ments exhibiting  the  causes  of  complaint  in  order  that, 
if  injustice  has  been  done  to  individuals  or  to  the 
public,  the  proper  remedy  may  be  applied.  In  the 
mean  time  the  granting  of  the  letters  patent  will  abide 
the  determination  of  the  legislature. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  June  6, 1832. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer  in  View 
of  an  Epidemic  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEOKGE 
VVOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

It  having  pleased  the  sover- 
eign ruler  of  the  universe  in 
the  course  of  his  just  and  wise 
providence  to  visit  our  beloved 
country  with  a  desolating  Pes- 
tilence denominated  the  Spas- 
modic or  Asiatic  Cholera;  and  believing  that  mercy  is 
a  distinguishing  attribute  of  the  Deity;  that  he  exhibits 
his  strange  works  of  Judgment  by  the  infliction  of  chas- 
tisements upon  his  creatures,  because  of  their  trans- 
gressions for  the  benign  purpose  of  causing  them  to 
turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways  and  to  fly  unto  him  as 
their  sure  refuge  and  rock  of  their  salvation. 

And  although  the  propriety  of  recommending  a  fast 
by  the  civil  authority  of  a  State  is  doubted  by  some 
and  altogether  denied  by  others:  yet  when  a  whole 
people  is  threatened  with  the  visitation  of  the  Pesti- 
lence that,  walketh  in  darkness,  "bearing  death  and 
destruction  in  its  train,"  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all 
whether  occupying  civil  or  religious  stations  to  arouse 
their  fellow  citizens  to  a  sense  of  their  danger  and  to 
exhort  them  as  one  man  to  devote  themselves  in  hu- 
mility and  godly  fear  on  a  day  to  be  set  apart  for  that 
purpose  to  the  service  of  the  God  of  Nations  and  to 
unite  in  common  supplication  to  him  in  whose  hands 
our  lives  are,  that  he  would  graciously  avert  from  us 
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the  threatened  calamity  or  mitigate  its  desolating  se- 
verity. 

Under  those  impressions  and  in  accordance  with  an 
intimation  of  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  a  re- 
spectable number  of  the  reverend  clergy  of  different 
religious  denominations  and  other  devout  and  well- 
disposed  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  this  State  would  recommend  to  the  people 
of  the  same  the  observance  of  a  day  to  be  set  apart  as 
a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer. 

I  do  therefore  hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  all 
my  fellow  citizens  within  this  Commonwealth  that 
laying  aside  as  far  as  practicable  all  worldly  avoca- 
tions, they  observe  Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  Au- 
gust next  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer, 
imploring  the  God  of  Heaven  to  remit  unto  us  all 
our  iniquities,  transgressions  and  sins,  deprecating  his 
merited  displeasure,  supplicating  his  mercy,  that  the 
hand  of  the  destroying  angel  may  be  stayed,  that  we 
may  be  preserved  as  individuals  and  as  a  people  from 
the  desolating  scourge  or  that  in  the  midst  of  deserved 
wrath  he  would  be  pleased  to  remember  our  frailty 
and  his  unbounded  mercy.  That  he  would  in  tender 
compassion  for  his  weak  and  erring  creatures  mitigate 
the  afflictions  he  may  in  his  wisdom  see  fit  to  lay  upon 
us  and  prepare  us  to  receive  with  a  becoming  temper 
his  righteous  award. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  the  good  people 
of  this  Commonwealth  accompany  their  supplications 
with  the  sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  the 
father  of  all  mercies  that  in  his  infinite  goodness  h'^ 
tiath  hitherto  preserved  us  as  spared  monuments  of 
nis  mercy;  for  having  in  great  loving  kindness  extended 
anto  us  a  long  continuance  of  healthful  season  and  for 
his  unremitting  goodness  in  mingling  with  his  judg- 
ments many  rich  blessings  both  of  a  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral nature. 
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Given  under  mj  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  the  seventeenth  day  of  July  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble, 
Deputy  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Murderers  of  Capt.  William  Donnelley  oi  Hunting- 
don County. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf.      - 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thoritv  of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


I 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  Capt. 
William  Donelley,  a  citizen  of 
.Morris  township,  in  the  county 
'of  Huntingdon,  in  this  com- 
monwealth, was  on  the  night 
of  the  22nd  inst.  atrociously  murdered  in  his  own  house, 
by  some  person  or  persons  unknown:  And  whereas, 
the  reputation  of  the  government,  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  justice 
and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrator  of  an  of- 
fence so  heinous,  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and 
condign  punishment— I  have  therefore  thought  proper 
to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward 
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of  one  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apprehend  the  murderer  or  murderers  within 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  and  secure  him  or  them  in 
the  jail  of  the  said  county;  and  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  if  the  said  offender  or  offenders 
shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  in  the  jail  of  any 
other  county  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  if  he  or  they 
shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  without  the  limits 
of  this  state — which  sum  or  sums  are  to  be  paid  on  the 
conviction  of  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  aforesaid;  And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  cor- 
oners, constables  and  other  officers  within  this  Com- 
monwealth," are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  at- 
tentive and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to 
justice  the  alledged  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  in  the 
3^ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  of  the  commonwealth  the  fifty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble, 
Deputy  Secretary. 


3— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  in  1832. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in 
and  by  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth entitled  "An  act  to  di- 
Irect  the  manner,  time  and 
places  of  holding  elections  for 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  February  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the 
supplement  thereto  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  March  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  that  the  Governor  having  received  the  re- 
turns of  the  elections  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  respective  Sheriffs  of 
the  several  Counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  and  every  person  voted  for  as  an  Elector  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  thereupon  declare  by  Proclamation  the  names  of 
the  persons  so  duly  elected  and  chosen;  and  also  that 
he  shall  notify  the  same  to  the  Electors  respectively, 
on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember next  after  such  an  election:  And  whereas  it 
appears  by  the  returns  which  I  have  received  that 
Samuel    McKean,     Christian    Garber,    Jonathan    F. 


George  Wolf.  35 

Knight,  William  Thomson,  Edwin  King,  Benjamin  W, 
Kichards,  George  W.  Smick,  John  Slaymaker,  Oliver 
Alison,  George  G.  Leiper,  Henry  Scheetz,  Adam  Rit- 
scher,  William  Addam,  John  Schall,  Jacob  Kooker, 
David  D.  Wagener,  William  Swetland,  William 
Brindle,  Adam  Light,  George  Barnitz,  Daniel  Sheffer, 
Frederick  Orwan,  George  McCullough,  John  Murray, 
David  Gilmore,  David  Frazier,  Patrick  Mulvany,  James 
Potter,  John  Y.  Barclay  and  Wilson  Smith  are  the 
persons  for  whom  the  greatest  number  of  votes  were 
given  at  the  said  election  held  on  Friday  the  second 
day  of  November  instant.  Now  therefore  I  have  issued 
this  Proclamation  hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that 
the  said  Samuel  McKean,  Christian  Garber,  Jonathan 
F.  Knight,  William  Thomson,  Edward  King,  Benjamin' 
W.  Richards,  George  W^.  Smick,  John  Slaymaker, 
Oliver  Alison,  George  G.  Leiper,  Henry  Scheetz,  Adam 
Ritscher,  William  Addam,  John  Schall,  Jacob  Kooker, 
David  D.  Wagener,  William  Swetland,  William 
Brindle,  Adam  Light,  George  Barnitz,  Daniel  Sheffer, 
Frederick  Orwan,  George  McCullough,  John  Murray, 
David  Gilmore,  David  Frazier,  Patrick  Mulvany,  James 
Potter,  John  Y.  Barclay  and  Wilson  Smith  are  duly 
elected  and  chosen  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  to  serve  at  the  election 
in  that  behalf  to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Government  of 
this  State  (being  the  borough  of  Harrisburg  in  the 
county  of  Dauphin)  agreeably  to  the  said  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  acts 
of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  the  sixteenth  day  of  November  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble, 
Deputy  Sec'y. 
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Proclamation  announcing  the  Election  of  Represent- 
atives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States— 1832. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 


I 


N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.        By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of 
General  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth entitled,  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  Election  of 
Repesentatives  of  the  People 
of  this  State  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  the  ninth  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  it  is  made  the  duty 
of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  the 
election,  held  in  the  several  Congressional  districts  in 
this  Commonwealth,  to  declare  by  Proclamation  the 
names  of  the  respective  persons  returned  to  him  as 
duly  elected  in  each  district:  And  Whereas  the  re- 
turns of  the  General  Election  held  on  Tuesday  the 
ninth  day  of  October  last  in  and  for  the  several  districts 
for  Members  to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next, 
have  been  received  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
above  recited  act,  whereby  it  appears  That  in  the  First 
district  composed  of  East  and  West  Southwark,  Moya 
mensing,  Passyunk,  Kingsessing,  Blockley,  Penn 
township,  Germantown,  Roxborough  and  Bristol,  in 
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the  county  of  Philadelphia,  Joel  B.  Sutherland  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  second  district  composed 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Horace  Binney  and  James 
Harper  have  been  duly  elected:  In  the  third  district 
composed  of  the  residue  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
John  G.  Watmough  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the 
fourth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Delaware, 
Chester  and  Lancaster,  William  Hiester,  David  Potts, 
Junior,  and  Edward  Darlington  have  been  duly  elected: 
In  the  Fifth  district  composed  of  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery, Joel  K.  Mann  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the 
Sixth  district  composed  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  Robert 
Ramsey  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Seventh  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Pike 
and  Wayne,  David  D.  Wagener  has  been  duly  elected : 
In  the  Eighth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Schuylkill  and  Lehigh,  Henry  King  has  been  duly 
elected:  In  the  Ninth  district  composed  of  the  County 
of  Berks,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg  has  been  duly  elected: 
In  the  Tenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Leb- 
anon and  Dauphin,  William  Clark  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed: In  the  Eleventh  district  composed  of  the  County  of 
York,  Charles  A.  Barnitz  has  been  duly  elected:  In 
the  Twelfth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Adams  and  Franklin,  George  Chambers  has  been  duly 
elected:  In  the  Thirteenth  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry  and  Juniata,  Jesse 
Miller  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Fourteenth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon 
and  Centre,  Joseph  Henderson  has  been  duly  elected: 
In  the  Fifteenth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Columbia  and  Luzerne,  Andrew  Beaumont  has  been 
duly  elected:  In  the  Sixteenth  district  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Union,  Northumberland  and  Lycoming, 
Joseph  B.  Anthony  has  been  duly  elected :  In  the  Sev- 
enteenth district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean,  John  La- 
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porte  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Eighteenth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Somerset 
and  Cambria,  George  Burd  has  been  duly  elected :  In 
the  Nineteenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Westmoreland  and  Indiana,  Kichard  Coulter  has  been 
duly  elected:  In  the  Twentieth  district  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Favette  and  Greene,  Andrew  Stewart 
has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Twenty-first  district 
composed  of  the  County  of  Washington,  Thomas  M.  T. 
McKennan  has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Twenty- 
second  district  composed  of  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
Harmar  Denny  has  been  duly  elected :  In  the  Twenty- 
third  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Clearfield, 
Jefferson,  Armstrong  and  Butler,  Samuel  S.  Harrison 
has  been  duly  elected:  In  the  Twenty  fourth  district 
composed  of  the  Counties  of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  John 
Banks  has  been  duly  elected:  And  in  the  Twenty  fifth 
district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Erie, 
Warren  and  Venango,  John  Galbraith  has  been  duly 
elected:  Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclama- 
tion, hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  Joel  B.  Suth- 
erland, Horace  Binney,  James  Harper,  John  G.  Wat- 
mough,  William  Hiester,  David  Potts  Junior,  Edward 
Darlington,  Joel  B.  Mann,  Robert  Ramsey,  David  D. 
Wagener,  Henry  King,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  William 
Clark,  Charles  A.  Barnitz,  George  Chambers,  Jesse 
Miller,  Joseph  Henderson,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Joseph 
B.  Anthony,  John  Laporte,  George  Burd,  Richard  Coul- 
ter, Andrew  Stewart,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Har- 
mar Denny,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  John  Banks,  and  John 
Galbraith,  have  been  returned  as  duly  elected  in  their 
several  Congressional  districts,  before  mentioned  as 
Representatives  of  the  People. of  this  State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  two  years,  to  commence  from  and 
after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 
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Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  thirteenth  day  of  December  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  two  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty  seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

Sam.  M'Kean,  Sec'y. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Re-election  of  Gov- 
ernor George  Wolf  and  Continuing  his  Appoint- 
ment of  all  Officers  under  the  Executive  for  Six 
Months. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, have  duly  certified  that 
the  said  Speaker  of  the  Senate  did  on  the  tenth  day  of 
December  instant,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  State  Capitol  at  Harrisburg,  open 
and  publish  the  returns  of  the  late  election  of  a  Gov- 
ernor of  the  said  Commonwealth,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  con- 
formablv  to  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth;  and  that  upon  counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller 
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appointed  ou  the  part  of  each  House  it  appeared  that 
George  Wolf^  had  a  majority  of  votes: 

Whereupon  the  said  George  Wolf  was  declared  to 
have  been  duly  elected  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, and  having  first  taken  the  oaths  of  Office,  was 
accordingly  on  this  eighteenth  day  of  December  pro- 
claimed Governor  thereof. 

Now  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  trust  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Commonwealth  by  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  granted  and  confided  and  for  preventing  all 
failures  in  the  adminstration  of  justice,  The  said 
George  Wolf  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this 
Proclamation,  hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all 
appointments  made,  and  all  commissions  heretofore 
lawfully  issued  for  the  term  of  six  months  from  the 
date  of  these  presents,  unless  the  said  appointments 
and  commissions  shall  be  sooner  superseded  and  an- 
nulled. And  I  do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public 
officers  engaged  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity,  in  the 
performance  and  execution  of  their  respective  stations, 
so  as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the  inter- 
est, peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty  seventh. 

By  the  Governor. 

Sam.  M'Kean,  Sec'y. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1832. 

IT  MUST  BE  GKATIFYING  TO  US  ALL,  FELLOW 
Citizens,  that,  at  this  annual  return  of  the  season 
appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, there  should  be  so  much  cause  for  mutual  con- 
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gratulation,  and  for  devout  gratitude,  to  the  Great 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  for  the  rich,  but  unmerited  dis- 
pensations of  his  Providence,  with  which  he  has  been 
pleased,  since  your  adjournment,  to  favor  us.  The 
Commonwealth  never  presented  a  more  flourishing  as- 
pect, nor  has  the  condition  of  the  people,  at  any  time, 
been  more  prosperous.  The  crops  upon  which  the  hus- 
bandman had  bestowed  his  labor  excited  great  appre- 
hensions in  the  spring  that  he  would  not  be  rewarded 
for  his  toil;  but  he  "who  crowneth  the  year  with  his 
goodness,"  so  tempered  the  seasons  with  fertilizing 
influences,  as  to  cause  the  momentary  alarm  to  sub- 
side, and  to  enable  the  farmer  to  rejoice  in  the  abund- 
ant harvest  with  which  his  fields  were  clothed. 

The  dreadful  pestilence,  whose  death-bearing  visita- 
tions most  of  us  anticipated  with  fearful  forebodings, 
having  made  its  appearance  in  some  of  our  Atlantic 
cities,  and  caused  great  mortality  there;  exhibited 
itself  also  in  the  metropolis  of  our  own  state,  where  al 
though  a  number  fell  victims  to  its  ravages,  its  de- 
structive course  w^as  speedily  arrested  by  the  precau- 
tions and  timely  exertions  of  its  active  and  vigilant 
Board  of  Health,  its  energetic  police,  and  the  prudence, 
temperance,  and  systematic  attention  to  cleanliness, 
for  which  its  inhabitants  are  so  peculiarly  remarkable; 
and  the  number  of  deaths  were  comparatively  few,  in 
proportion  to  its  numerous  population.  Since  then, 
some  of  our  inland  towns  have  been  afflicted  with  the 
same  calamitous  epidemic,  and  valuable  lives  fell  sacri- 
fices to  its  desolating  fury.  I  have  great  satisfaction 
in  feeling  myself  authorized  to  announce  to  you,  the 
grateful  intelligence,  that  this  mysterious  disease  has, 
in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely  subsided,  and  that  a 
case  of  spasmodic  cholera,  has  for  some  time  past,  been 
of  rare  occurrence  within  the  limits  of  our  state. 

In  contemplating  this  great  deliverance,  fellow-citi- 
zens, it  becomes  us  humbly  to  adore  the  goodness  of 
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that  God,  who,  when  we  had  sorely  offended,  visited 
us  with  so  light  an  affliction,  and  to  pour  out  our  hearts 
and  our  souls,  in  gratitude  before  him,  for  his  great 
loving  kindness  towards  us,  in  having  so  promptly 
stayed  the  hand  of  the  destroying  angel,  and  caused  the 
desolating  scourge  so  speedily  to  pass  from  amongst  us. 

It  is  under  such  favorable  circumstances  of  abund- 
ance, health,  and  universal  prosperity,  that  you  are  as- 
sembled to  legislate  for  a  population  numbering  little 
short  of  a  million  and  an  half  of  souls,  who  look  up  to 
you,  as  their  representatives,  to  devise  for  them  such 
measures  of  policy,  and  to  sanction  them  by  legisla- 
tive enactments,  as  will  tend  with  the  greatest  cer- 
tainty to  relieve  their  wants,  to  increase  their  com- 
forts, and  to  promote  their  happiness.  The  consti- 
tution makes  it  the  duty  of  the  executive,  to  give  to 
the  General  Assembly,  information  of  the  state  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  to  recommend,  for  their  considera- 
tion, such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient.  I 
proceed  most  cheerfully  to  comply  with  this  constitu- 
tional requirement,  under  a  firm  conviction,  that  the 
state  of  the  commonwealth  will  present  such  an  aspect 
as  will  be  gratifying  to  our  constituents,  and  that  the 
measures  recommended,  will  receive  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  that  deliberate  consideration, 
and  that  candid  and  impartial  decision,  which  in  their 
judgment,  they  shall  respectively  merit. 

By  the  act  of  30th  of  March,  last,  entitled  "An  act 
relative  to  the  Pennsylvania  Canals  and  Kail-Roads," 
it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  to  borrow,  on 
the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  the  sum  of  two  mil- 
lions, three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand,  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  in  the  manner  specifically  di- 
rected by  the  act.  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  thus 
given,  persons  desirous  of  taking  the  loan  were  invited, 
by  a  public  notice,  inserted  in  the  newspapers  pub- 
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lished  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  also  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  to  forward  their  proposals  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  loaning 
to  the  state  the  said  sum  of  money,  reimbursable  at 
any  time  after  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  communi- 
cating to  you  the  gratifying  fact,  that  such  is  the  high 
character  of  the  stock  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  market, 
that  olters,  peculiarly  advantageous  to  the  common- 
wealth, were  received  from  respectable  houses  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  whole  of 
the  loan.  The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  however,  having 
offered  one  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  eight 
cents,  in  money,  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock, 
bearing  ^n  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
that  being  the  highest  offer  for  the  whole  loan,  the 
same  Was  accepted,  and  the  loan  awarded  to  that  in- 
stitution. 

The  same  course  of  proceedings  was  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  the  loan  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  au- 
thorized by  act  of  5th  April,  last.  Offers  at  an  ad- 
vanced premium  were  made  by  the  persons  composing 
the  same  firms  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  also  by  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania;  the 
latter  having  again  made  the  most  advantageous  offer, 
being  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
nine  cents,  in  money,  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  in 
stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  the  same  was 
accepted,  and  the  sum  thus  borrowed  has  been  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  commonwealth,  and  applied  to  the 
several  objects  contemplated  by  the  act.  Copies  of 
the  correspondence,  in  reference  to  the  several  loans, 
will  be  laid  before  you.  It  may  not  be  improper  here 
to  remark,  that  in  negotiating  the  several  loans  above 
mentioned,  there  will  have  been  a  clear  gain  to  the 
commonwealth,  after  the  remaining  instalments  shall 
have  been  paid  over,  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
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thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and 
fourteen  cents,  in  premiums,  or  bounties,  paid  for  no 
other  consideration  than  the  privilege  of  receiving  the 
loan. 

The  several  loans  having  been  negotiated,  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  with  an  alacrity,  a  fidelity  and 
perseverance,  which  entitle  them  to  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  their  fellow  citizens,  proceeded  to  prosecute 
the  respective  works,  for  the  construction  of  which 
appropriations  had  been  made  by  the  several  acts  above 
mentioned,  and  the  result  of  their  operations  has  been, 
that  there  has  been  finished  within  the  present  year, 
a  single  track  of  rail  road,- twenty  two  miles  in  length, 
from  Philadelphia  westward,  upon  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  improvement;  and  a  second  track,  for 
the  same  distance,  has  been  so  far  progressed  in,  that 
it,  too,  is  expected  to  be  finished  by  the  first  of  January 
next.  The  whole  of  this  improvement,  so  far  as  com- 
pleted, is  said  to  excel  in  point  of  workmanship,  com- 
bining solidity  and  neatness  with  strength  and  dura- 
bility. On  the  Eastern  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  and  upon  the  Frankstown  line  of  the  Juniata 
canal,  there  have  been  finished,  including  an  aqueduct 
over  the  river  Swatara,  forty-seven  miles  and  sixty- 
one  perches  of  canal  and  slack  water  navigation,  which 
completes  an  uninterrupted  line  of  water  communi- 
cation extending  from  Columbia,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, to  Hollidaysburg,  in  Huntingdon  county,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  miles  and  sixty- 
one  perches.  There  have  also  been  finished  four  miles 
of  towing  path  on  the  pool  of  the  Nanticoke  dam,  on 
the  North  Branch,  and  two  miles  of  towing  path  on 
the  pool  of  the  Muncy  dam,  on  the  West  Branch.  The 
seventy-five  miles  and  sixty-one  perches  of  rail-road, 
canal,  and  slack  water  navigation  thus  finished  within 
the  present  year,  and  the  several  lines  of  canal  hereto- 
fore completed,  give  to  the  state  an  aggregate  extent 
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of  internal  communication,  by  canals,  rail-roads,  and 
slack  water  improvement,  now  ready  for  active  opera- 
tions, of  five  hundred  and  two  miles  and  one  hundred 
and  forty  one  perches,  constructed  by  the  state,  in  the 
short  period  of  six  years.  In  addition  to  the  works 
above  mentioned,  that  have  been  or  will  be  completed 
Avithin  the  present  year,  I  have  great  satisfaction  in 
assuring  the  General  Assembly,  that  such  progress 
has  been  made  in  forwarding  the  work  upon  the  other 
lines,  authorized  and  under  contract,  that  if  provision 
shall  be  made  by  the  Legislature,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  present  session  for  raising  a  fund  sufficient  for  the 
uninterrupted  prosecution  of  the  several  works  to  their 
final  completion  all  the  lines  now  under  contract  or 
authorized,  including  the  necessary  feeders,  forming 
of  canal  and  slack  water  navigation  one  hundred  and 
twelve  miles  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  perches 
in  extent,  and  of  rail-road  ninety-six  miles  and  seventy- 
two  perches,  will  be  entirely  finished  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  season.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineer, 
upon  the  Allegheny  Portage  Road,  that  if  the  iron  that 
has  been  contracted  for,  can  be  delivered  upon  the  road 
in  due  season,  a  single  track  may  be  laid  and  finished, 
on  or  about  the  first  day  of  July  next,  upon  the  whole 
distance  of  thirty  six  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  perches;  and  a  double  track  upon  the  sev- 
eral inclined  planes,  making  altogether,  a  distance 
equal  to  forty-three  miles  and  ninety-one  hundredths 
of  a  mile,  which  will  leave  of  the  second  track  to  be 
completed  thereafter,  twenty-nine  and  forty  one  hun- 
dredths of  a  mile.  Should  this  work  be  finished  at  as 
early  a  day  as  that  contemplated  by  the  engineer, 
we  shall  have,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  next  season, 
an  entire  connected  line  of  communication  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  by  the  way  of  the  Union 
canal,  which  will  at  once  form  a  new  era  in  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  great  commercial  depots  of 
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the  state,  and  between  the  interior  of  the  state  and  both 
those  cities.  A  single  track  upon  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  rail  road,  from  the  western  termination 
of  the  twenty-two  miles  already  mentioned,  to  the  bor- 
ough of  Columbia,  a  distance  of  fifty-nine  miles  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy-one  perches,  will  also  be  laid 
and  finished  in  all  the  ensuing  seasons,  if  the  General 
Assembly  shall  judge  it  expedient  to  provide  and  ap- 
propriate the  necessary  funds  at  an  early  period  of 
their  session  for  prosecuting  this,  and  the  other  au- 
thorized works,  and  thereby  enable  the  canal  commis 
sioners  to  procure  the  iron,  and  put  the  track  just  men 
tioned,  under  contract,  early  in  the  spring.  It  is 
proper  that  a  fact,  which  had  perhaps  escaped  the 
attention  of  formei'  Legislatures,  that  the  finishing  of 
the  public  works  has  been  greatly  retarded  in  conse 
quence  of  the  lateness  of  the  period  in  the  session  when 
the  appropriation  bills  for  such  objects  have  been 
passed,  should  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
General  Assembly  at  this  time.  The  board  of  canal 
commissioners  is  bound  by  law  to  give  thirty  days 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  where  proposals  will  be 
received  and  the  lettings  made. — -This  notice  cannot 
be  given  until  after  the  appropriation  bill  for  such 
objects  has  finally  passed.  It  frequently  happens  that 
contracts  are  entered  into  and  afterwards  abandoned, 
which  requires  a  fresh  notice  to  be  promulgated  for 
another  period  of  two  weeks,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  new  contracts  are  made.  By  this  means  a  large 
portion  of  the  most  favourable  season  for  operations 
upon  the  public  works  is  lost,  and  their  completion  con- 
sequently protracted.  Permit  me,  then,  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  urge  upon  your  consideration,  the  necessity 
for  prompt  action  in  relation  to  a  subject  that  interests 
us  all.  I  trust  we  all  feel  anxious  to  witness  the  final 
Consummation  of  the  great  chain  of  improvements  now 
in  a  state  of  progress.     A  morbid,  desponding  state  of 
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feeling  seems  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  public 
mind,  in  relation  to  them,  which  it  is  our  duty  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  to  allay,  and  I  know  of  none 
that  would  more  effectually  conduce  to  its  removal, 
than  that  of  hastening  the  final  completion  of  the  public 
works. 

It  is  not  contemplated  to  finish  a  second  track  upon 
the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  Kail  Road,  nor  upon 
the  Allegheny  Portage  road,  within  the  ensuing  season. 
To  complete  the  other  works  above  referred  to,  as  being 
in  a  state  of  forwardness  sufficient  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  they  may  be  finished  in  all  the  next  season,  it  is 
supposed  will  be  as  much  as  there  will  be  occasion  to 
finish,  for  the  present,  of  this  chain  of  improvements. 
A  single  track  upon  each  of  the  rail-roads  will,  when 
finished,  form  an  entire  connected  line  of  state  im- 
provements, between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg, 
amply  sufficient  for  the  transportation  of  all  the  vari- 
ous articles  of  commerce  that  may  seek  a  vent,  through 
that  channel,  until  the  second  tracks  can  be  completed. 

When  the  whole  of  the  works  authorized,  and  those 
under  contract,  shall  have  been  completed,  this  state 
will  have  in  her  own  right,  constructed  in  a  period 
of  about  seven  years,  five  hundred  and  ninety  three 
miles  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  perches  of  artificial 
improvement  by  canal,  and  slackwater  navigation;  and 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  miles  and  seventy  two 
perches  of  rail  road,  making  an  aggregate  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  eleven  miles  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
seven  perches  of  internal  communication,  which  for 
magnificence  of  design,  solidity  and  neatness  in  the 
execution,  and  for  splendid  prospects  of  future  pro- 
ductiveness and  usefulness,  will  stand  unrivalled,  and 
will  place  our  state  upon  a  proud  eminence  in  her  rela- 
tive position  with  the  other  states  of  this  confederacy, 
as  well  in  regard  to  the  spirit  of  liberality,  munificence, 
and  patriotism  that  dictated  this  stupendous  under- 
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taking,  as  in  reference  to  the  solid  realities  this  scheme 
of  improvement  will  assuredly  elicit,  in  the  future  per- 
petual round  of  its  useful  and  productive  operations. 

By  the  estimates  furnished  by  the  engineers  upon  the 
several  lines  of  the  public  works,  it  appears  that  there 
will  be  required,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  to  finish  the  works  authorized,  and  which 
have  been  referred  to  in  this  communication,  including 
a  feeder  at  Johnstown,  and  certain  indispensable  new 
works  upon  lines  heretofore  finished,  the  sum  of  two 
millions  and  eighty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars,  and  twenty  nine  cents.  Should  the 
General  Assembly,  however,  consider  it  advisable,  and 
most  for  the  advantage  of  the  public,  to  order  the  whole 
line  of  communication  to  be  completed,  between  the 
great  Eastern  and  Western  emporiums,  by  laying 
and  finishing  the  second  track  upon  the  respective  rail- 
roads, a  further  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents  will  be  required. 
These  estimates  do  not  however  include  the  sum  that 
will  be  required  for  the  liquidation  of  damages  and  for 
repairs  for  which  it  will  also  be  necessary  that  provi- 
sion should  be  made.  The  report  of  the  board  of  canal 
commissioners,  to  which  I  would  respectfully  refer 
you  for  all  matters  in  detail,  in  of  regard  to  this  subject, 
w^ill  direct  you  in  reference  to  the  amount  required  to 
be  appropriated  for  these  objects  respectively. 

In  anticipation  of  an  eA^ent  so  cheering  as  that  of 
consummating  in  the  brief  period  of  another  season,* 
this  stupendous  monument  of  the  power  and  greatness 
of  our  beloved  commonwealth,  permit  me,  fellow-citi- 
zens to  congratulate  you  and  our  common  constituents. 
A  work  upon  a  scale  so  magnificent  could  not  fail  to 
involve,  in  its  construction,  the  expenditure  of  much 
treasure,  and  to  cause  the  state  to  incur  heavy  liabili- 
ties; but  I  am  bold  to  say  that  independent  of  the 
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future  value  of  these  improvements  to  the  common- 
wealth, the  state  has  been  the  gainer  already,  before 
they  have  even  gone  into  active  operation,  in  the  uni- 
versal prosperity  which  this  measure  of  its  policy  has 
been  greatly  instrumental  in  bringing  about,  to  an 
amount  exceeding  that  of  all  the  liabilities  and  ex- 
penditures it  has  incurried  in  their  construction.  And 
in  regard  to  its  future  policy,  in  reference  to  this  sub- 
ject, no  statesman  who  appreciates,  as  he  ought,  the 
true  interests  of  his  own  state,  and  who  will  for  a 
moment  cast  his  eye  upon  the  vigorous  and  unremit- 
ting exertions  of  our  sister  states,  by  their  measures 
of  policy,  in  regard  to  which  they  do  not  stop  to  count 
the  cost,  to  wrest  from  Pennsylvania  all  that  is  valu- 
able to  her,  even  of  her  own  internal  trade  and  com- 
merce, can  for  one  moment  hesitate  or  doubt.  Upon 
this  measure  of  state  policy,  my  opinion  has  under- 
gone no  change;  it  has  been  frankly  and  candidly  com- 
municated in  my  former  messages  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  needs  not,  therefore,  now  to  be  repeated. 

Having  disposed  of  a  subject  which  at  every  session 
of  the  Legislature  engrosses  much  of  the  time  of  the 
General  Assembly — the  artificial  improvement  of  the 
physical  condition  of  the  commonwealth ;  permit  me 
to  call  your  attention  to  an  improvement  of  a  more 
difficult,  but  of  a  higher  and  more  deeply  interesting 
character  as  regards  the  dissemination  of  knowledge 
and  the  security  and  stability  of  our  highly  cherished 
republican  institution — the  improvement  of  the  moral 
and  intellectual  condition  of  its  citizens.  And  with 
a  view  to  accomplish  an  achievement  at  once  so  laud- 
able'and  so  desirable,  permit  me  to  recommend,  for  the 
consideration  of  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  Legis- 
lature, the  imi)ortance  of  maturing,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  session,  a  plan  of  education  that  will  reach 
every  child  in  the  commonwealth  and  leave  none  unin- 

ejtructed.     This  subject  has  been  so  repeatedly  urged 
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upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  that  nothing 
short  of  its  intrinsic  importance  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion, to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  to  the  rational  use 
and  enjoyment  of  liberty  itself,  would  justify  such 
incessant  importunity  in  relation  to  it. — The  necessity 
of  such  a  measure  has  been  long  since  seen  and  felt. 
Keports  favorable  to  a  general  system  of  education 
have  heretofore  been  spread  upon  the  legislative  jour- 
nals, by  committees  having  that  subject  under  consid- 
eration, pregnant  with  valuable  information.  Bills 
drawn  with  much  care,  containing  the  elements  of  a 
plan  of  common  school  instruction,  have  been  reported 
and  partially  discussed  without,  however,  producing 
any  valuable  results.  There  is  no  subject,  perhaps, 
upon  which  a  concentration  of  public  opinion  might 
not  be  more  easily  effected. — One  great  hinderance  to 
the  enactment  of  any  general  law  having  for  its  object 
this  desirable  measure  of  state  policy,  strange  and  in- 
credible as  it  may  seem,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  hu- 
miliating fact,  that  there  is  still  a  considerable  portion 
of  our  population  decidedly  averse  to  any  scheme  that 
would  tend  to  add  to  the  general  stock  of  intelligence. 
Much  the  greater  proportion,  however,  is  favorable, 
it  is  believed,  to  some  general  plan  that  would  con- 
tribute to  dispel  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  cause  the 
lights  of  education  to  irradiate  every  intellect.  Satis- 
fied as  I  am,  that  the  present  plan  for  the  instruction 
of  the  children  of  the  indigent,  besides  the  odious  dis- 
tinction between  rich  and  poor  which  it  engenders,  is  a 
system  of  prodigality  and  wasteful  extravagance,  a 
real  burden  upon  the  people  without  accomplishing  in 
any  reasonable  measure  the  end  intended,  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  concur  in  any  enactment  that 
would  tend  to  a  favorable  change,  as  well  in  the  or- 
ganization, as  in  the  economy  of  our  present  school 
svstem. 

It  would  be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  the 
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reflecting  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  an  act  that  would 
elevate  the  moral  character  of  the  state,  if  the  only  re- 
maining law  authorizing  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets  and 
the  drawing  of  lotteries  within  this  commonwealth, 
were  stricken  from  the  statute  book.  A  more  perni- 
cious, ruinous  and  demoralizing  evil  can  scarcely  be 
imagined.  The  contract  of  Messrs.  Yates  and  M'ln- 
tyre,  with  the  Union  canal  company,  will  expire  in  one 
year  from  the  last  of  this  month. — Permit  me,  there- 
fore, to  recommend  the  subject  to  your  attention,  as 
one  deserving  the  immediate  consideration  and  the 
prompt  and  efiScient  action  of  the  General  Assembly. 
It  is  believed  that  measures  might  be  taken  in  the 
course  of  the  present  session,  which,  whilst  the  public 
faith  would  be  preserved,  would  put  an  end  to  the  exist- 
ing evil. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  10th  April,  last,  ^^relative  to  the  use  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  Delaware,"  three  gentlemen  of 
known  capacity  and  fitness  for  that  service  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  common- 
wealth, to  meet  a  like  number,  should  they  be  appoint- 
ed, on  the  part  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  to  view  a 
dam  and  other  obstructions,  alleged  to  have  been 
placed  in  that  river,  upon  which  the  resolution  was 
predicated.  No  report  has  yet  been  received  from 
these  gentlemen,  owing,  as  I  understand,  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  no  commissioners  had  been  appointed 
until  very  recently  upon  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  to 
unite  in  the  view  contemplated  by  the  resolution. 

Our  lot,  fellow-citizens,  has  been  cast  in  the  heart, 
as  it  were,  of  a  young,  vigorous,  and  prosperous  confed- 
eracy whose  institutions  and  laws  have  hitherto  pro- 
tected us  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  more  liberal  allotment 
of  civil  and  religious  rights,  than  have  fallen  to  the 
share  of  any  other  people  in  any  age  of  the  world.  Our 
government  has  attracted  the  attention  and  excited 
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the  admiration,  if  not  the  envy  of  the  enlightened  por- 
tion of  mankind.  Its  public  policy  has  strengthened 
and  invigorated  it  in  all-  its  relations,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic. It  has  become  rich  and  powerful  at  home, 
and  commands  the  consideration  and  respect  of  foreign 
nations.  The  universal  prosperity  we  enjoy  as  a  na- 
tion, and  the  innumerable  blessings  with  which  we 
are  surrounded,  should  stimulate  our  gratitude,  and 
not  excite  our  discontent.  But  great  as  our  comforts 
are,  and  immeasurable  as  the  extent  of  our  happiness 
ought  to  be  under  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed,  instead  of  cultivating  peace  and  contentment, 
and  feeling  grateful  for  the  blessings  we  enjo3%  the 
spirit  of  discord  is  abroad  in  the  land.  A  sister  State, 
the  value  of  whose  exports  of  domestic  produce  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  1831,  amounted 
to  six  millions  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  five  dollars,  whilst  the  value  of  those 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  same  period,  amounted  only 
to  the  sum  of  three  millions  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and  two  dollars,  com- 
plains of  impoverishment  and  oppression;  threatens  a 
nullification  of  enactments  by  the  National  legislature, 
for  protecting  our  home  industry  against  the  restrictive 
policy  of  foreign  nations;  which  we  in  Pennsylvania 
have  been  taught  to  consider  as  being  identified  with 
our  national  policy,  as  contributing  greatly  to  the  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  and  as  rendering  us  more  truly 
independent.  If  the  value  of  the  produce  of  a  state 
exported  to  foreign  markets  furnishes  any  evidence 
of  the  prosperity  of  its  people,  how  greatly  must  that 
of  the  state  in  question,  exceed  that  of  our  own,  the 
value  of  whose  exports  amounts  to  but  little  more  than 
half  of  that  of  the  state  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made.  What  other  causes  may  exist  to  justify  the 
complaints  of  the  South,  I  am  not  informed,  but  the 
opinion  is  entertained,  that  if  any  do  exist,  they  are  as- 
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cribable  to  other  sources  than  the  laws  imposing  duties 
on  imports.  The  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  manu- 
facturing state,  are  so  interwoven  with  the  protective 
policy,  that  she,  at  least,  cannot  consent  that  it  should 
be  abandoned.  Whether  the  act  of  Congress  of  July, 
will  afford  sufiScient  protection  to  all  the  interests  that 
require  it,  remains  to  be  tested,  and  until  its  efficacy  in 
that  particular  shall  have  been  ascertained,  Pennsyl 
vania  cannot,  it  is  believed,  in  justice  to  her  important 
interests,  cease  to  exert  her  influence  to  prevent  a 
change  in  its  provisions. 

I  cannot  omit,  whilst  bringing  to  your  notice  such 
measures  of  national  policy  as  it  is  believed  Pennsyl- 
vania ought  to  sustain,  to  take  a  passing  notice  of  one 
that  has  excited  no  ordinary  state  of  feeling  in  some 
parts  of  the  union,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature. Resolutions  had  passed  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  state  at  their  last  session  with  great 
unanimity,  instructing  our  Senators,  and  requesting 
our  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  use  their  exertions  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  A  bill  for 
that  purpose  passed  both  houses  of  Congress,  the  pro- 
visions of  which  not  comporting  with  the  views  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  his  negative  was  inter- 
posed, and  the  bank  did  not  obtain  a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  An  excitement,  that  perhaps  transcended 
the  bounds  of  discretion,  grew  out  of  the  transaction. 
It  is  not  believed,  that  the  same  fate  awaits  every  bill 
that  may  pass  the  two  houses  of  Congress  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter.  The  bank  of  the  United  States, 
whatever  may  be  alleged  to  the  contrary,  has  certainly 
done  the  country  some  service.  It  has  established  a 
circulating  medium  in  which  the  people  have  confi- 
dence. It  is  not  denied,  I  believe,  that  it  has  greatly 
facilitated  the  operations  of  the  general  government, 
so  far  as  its  pecuniary  transactions  were  concerned; 
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and  it  is  admitted,  that  it  has  materially  aided  indi- 
viduals in  their  pecuniary  arrangements  with  each 
other,  and  especially  in  the  transmission  of  money  to 
distant  parts  of  the  union.  It  would  be  a  subject  of 
regret  therefore,  if  a  too  strict  adherence  to  a  literal 
construction  of  the  Constitution  in  regard  to  the  pow- 
ers conferred  upon  Congress  by  that  instrument  to  es- 
tablish such  an  institution,  or  a  too  critical  analysis 
of  its  expediency  in  a  moral  or  political  point  of  view, 
or  the  imprudent,  intemperate,  and  impetuous  zeal  of 
its  friends,  and  those  entrusted  with  its  government 
and  the  management  and  direction  of  its  affairs,  should 
have  the  effect  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  suf- 
ficiently restricted,  checked  and  guarded;  and  thus  un- 
settle that  which  has  heretofore  been  considered  part 
of  the  settled  and  established  policy  of  the  country. 

The  importance  of  an  efficient  Judiciary,  and  an  im- 
partial, prompt,  and  faithful  administration  of  the 
laws,  is  so  universally  admitted  and  Mt,  that  any  de- 
fects in  the  present  system  will  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  form  a  prom- 
inent subject  for  its  deliberations.  Permit  me,  at  the 
same  time,  to  urge  upon  your  attention,  the  propriety 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  several  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  the  militia  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to 
recommend  a  thorough  revision  of  the  whole  system. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  revise  the  civil  code, 
made  their  second  report  to  the  Legislature,  at  its  last 
session,  accompanied  by  three  important  bills  relating 
to  "last  wills  and  testaments;"  "the  descent  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  estates  of  intestates,"  and  to  "ex- 
ecutors, administrators  and  collectors,"  which  from 
some  cause,  were  not  then  acted  on.  Permit  me  now  to 
direct  your  attention  to  them,  and  to  recommend  them 
to  your  favorable  consideration.  From  the  assiduity 
and  diligence  with  which  the  commissioners  have  ap- 
plied themselves  to  this  important  work,  a  third  report 
may  be  expected  shortly. 


George  Wolf.  55 

Our  penitentiary  system,  as  immediately  connected 
with  tlie  administration  of  criminal  justice,  is  to  be 
regarded  as  being  of  the  first  impression  in  reference, 
as  well  to  the  security  of  the  persons  and  property,  as  to 
the  general  morals  of  our  citizens ;  and  so  far  as  regards 
the  Eastern  penitentiary,  the  philanthropic  advocates 
of  penitentiary  reform,  may  justly  congratulate  them- 
selves upon  the  success  with  which  their  exertions  have 
been  crowned,  in  bringing  so  near  to  perfection,  a 
system  surrounded  by  so  many  difficulties.  The  gov- 
ernment of  this  prison  has  been  conducted,  in  regard 
as  well  to  its  economy  as  its  discipline,  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  all  commendation;  and  the  experiment  of 
the  efficacy  of  solitary  confinement  with  labor,  so  far 
as  there  has  been  opportunity  to  test  it,  has  exceeded 
the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  among  its 
friends.  On  the  25th  October,  1829,  the  first  convict 
was  received  into  the  Eastern  penitentiary,  and  from 
thence,  until  the  1st  November,  1832,  the  whole  number 
admitted  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
males,  and  four  females,  convicted  of  various  offences. 
On  the  day  last  mentioned,  there  remained  in  confine- 
ment, ninety  male  and  four  female  prisoners.  The 
whole  number  discharged  between  the  above  dates,  by 
reason  of  the  expiration  of  sentence,  was  twenty-eight; 
nine  died,  and  five  were  pardoned.  One  fact,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  institution,  bears  strong  testimony  in  favor 
of  its  discipline.  It  appears  that  not  a  single  convict 
discharged  from  this  prison  has  ever  been  returned 
to  it;  which  would  seem  to  prove,  pretty  clearly,  either 
that  a  thorough  reformation  has  been  produced,  or  that 
a  dread  of  a  repetition  of  the  unsocial  manner  of  life, 
which  had  proved  so  irksome  before,  has  deterred  from 
the  commission  of  crimes  within  those  limits  of  the 
state,  in  which  a  conviction  would  ensure  a  sentence 
to  the  Eastern  penitentiary.  The  annual  accounts  of 
the  prison  are  not  closed  until  the  30th  of  November. 
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I  have  not,  therefore,  been  able  to  ascertain,  with  ac- 
curacy, how  far  the  earnings  of  the  prisoners  will  be 
available  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  institution; 
it  is  believed  that  for  the  present  they  will  pay  all 
except  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  and  it  is  not  doubted 
that  as  soon  as  the  prison  shall  have  been  fully  organ- 
ized, the  entire  expenses  will  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  establishment.  The  experiment  made 
in  the  Eastern  Penitentiarv,  has  demonstrated  the  fact, 
that  solitary  confinement  with  labour,  does  not  impair 
the  health  of  those  subjected  to  that  species  of  disci- 
pline. The  prisoners  work  to  more  advantage;  having 
no  opportunity  for  conversation  or  amusement,  they 
eagerly  desire  employment;  here  all  communication  is 
cut  off;  no  one  knows  his  fellow  prisoner;  no  ac- 
quaintance is  formed;  no  contamination  takes  place; 
the  convict  sees  no  one;  holds  communion  with  no 
once,  except  such  as  will  give  him  good  advice;  he  is 
placed  in  a  situation  where  he  has  every  inducement  to 
grow  better,  but  little  temptation  to  grow  worse;  here, 
thought  and  reflection  will  crowd  upon  the  mind,  and 
prepare  it  for  solemn  impressions,  and  for  moral  and 
religious  instruction.  The  discipline  established  in 
this  prison,  the  manner  of  the  construction  and  ar- 
rangement of  the  building  itself,  and  of  the  cells  in 
which  the  prisoners  are  confined  and  employed,  are 
admitted  by  all  who  have  turned  their  attention  to  the 
subject  of  penitentiary  reform,  to  possess  decided  ad- 
vantages over  those  of  any  other  establishment  de- 
signed for  similar  objects,  in  this  or  any  other  country. 
Foreigners,  whose  especial  business  it  has  been  to  visit 
the  penitentiaries  in  this  country,  generally,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  information  in  reference  to  the 
subject  of  penitentiary  punishment  and  its  efficacy 
in  producing  reformation  in  those  subjected  to  its  dis- 
cipline, have,  with  one  voice,  awarded  the  need  of  mer?+ 
to  that  established  in  the  Eastern  penitentiary  of  Penri 
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sylvania.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that 
of  the  four  hundred  additional  cells  recently  directed 
by  the  Legislature  to  be  constructed,  one  hundred  are 
finished  and  will  be  ready,  as  soon  as  the  plaistering 
shall  have  become  sufficiently  dry,  to  receive  prisoners; 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  more,  are  in  a  state  of  for- 
wardness, and  the  whole  number  will  be  completed  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  season. 

From  the  last  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Western 
penitentiary,  as  well  as  from  a  partial  personal  in- 
spection of  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  its  condition  and  the 
fruits  of  the  course  of  discipline  there  exercised,  are 
directly  the  reverse  of  that  which  I  have  just  attempt- 
ed to  describe.  From  the  imperfect  plan  of  the  build- 
ing itself,  and  the  inconvenient,  injudicious  arrange- 
ment of  the  cells,  the  discipline  of  solitary  confine- 
ment with  labour  cannot  be  enforced;  the  prisoners 
cannot  be  restrained  from  conversing  with  each  other, 
every  prisoner  may  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  indi- 
viduals confined  within  its  walls;  contamination  from 
conversation  with  his  fellow  prisoners  may  take  place; 
the  cell  of  the  prisoner  cannot,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Eastern  penitentiary,  be  used  as  his  work  shop,  in 
which  he  may  always  be  use-fully  and  profitably  em- 
ployed; there  are  no  separate  yards  connected  with 
the  several  cells,  which  renders  it  necessary,  for  the 
health  of  the  prisoners,  to  allow  them  frequently  to 
associate  with  each  other  in  the  common  yards.  Many 
other  defects  exist,  and  many  important  alterations 
will  be  required  to  fit  this  establishment  for  the  same 
course  of  salutary  discipline  so  successfully  practised 
in  the  Eastern  penitentiary.  To  remedy  the  various 
defects,  and  to  place  this  institution  in  a  condition  to 
answer  the  philanthropic  design  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended, it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  a  necessity  will 
be  felt  for  the  early  interposition  of  the  Legislature. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  many  whose  opportunities  of  judg- 
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ing  add  value  to  their  opinions,  that  religious  and 
moral  instruction  are  all  important  to  the  speedy  and 
thorough  reformation  of  the  convict.  Few  of  the  rev- 
erend Clergy  can  devote  the  time,  and  pay  the  attention 
to  the  unfortunate  prisoners  that  might  be  profitably 
employed  about  the  cells  of  the  penitentiaries.  Would 
it  not  be  aiding  the  cause  of  humanity  to  supply  this 
defect  in  the  system,  by  authorizing  the  employment  of 
competent  persons  to  attend  to  the  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  the  unhappy  convicts? 

The  accounting  oflBcers,  will  lay  before  you,  state- 
ments of  the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you,  continue  to  be  in  a  truly  flour- 
ishing condition.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  first  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  arising  from 
the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  amounted  to  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  and  forty-nine  dollars  and 
eighty-eight  cents,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  ordinary 
revenue  over  that  of  1831,  arising  from  the  same 
sources,  of  sixty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  six- 
teen dollars  and  seventy-six  cents.  The  ordinary  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  have  not  varied  materially  from 
those  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  after 
paying  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  and 
local  appropriations,  left  in  the  treasury  at  the  above 
date,  a  balance  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents,  of  which  sum,  there  was  transferred  into  the 
internal  improvement  fund  for  payment  of  interest 
on  the  same  day,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and 
twenty-eight  cents,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixtv-seven  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  giving  a  detailed  view  of  the 
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progress  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement  and 
the  various  transactions  connected  with  that  subject, 
to  the  31st  of  October  last,  together  with  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same. 

I  have  received  from  the  executive  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana,  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  state,  in  relation  to  the  constructing  a  rail-road 
from  the  river  Mississippi,  (as  near  to  New  Orleans  as 
practicable.)  to  pass  through  the  states  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Tennessee,  &c.  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
copies  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

I  also  transmit  herewith,  copies  of  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland  received  from  the 
executive  of  that  state  since  the  adjournment  of  the 
General  Assembly,  relative  to  candidates  for  the  oflSces 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication,  fellow-citizens, 
without  availing  myself  of  this  opportunity  tO'  assure 
you  of  my  best  wishes,  that  the  acts  and  measures  of 
the  present  session  may  redound  to  elevate  your  own 
reputations  as  statesmen  and  legislators;  promote  the 
general  welfare;  advance  the  public  good;  prove  an 
honor  to  the  state  and  a  blessing  to  mankind ;  and  to 
tender  to  you  the  further  assurance  of  my  cordial  con- 
currence in  all  your  measures  tending  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  objects  so  eminently  to  be  desired. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  December  6,  1832. 

« 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Assembl}^  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  said  State. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  a  communication  en- 
closing certain  documents  purporting  to  be  pro- 
ceedings adopted  by  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  in 
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convention  assembled,  which  I  hasten  to  transmit  to 
the  Greneral  Assembly  for  their  consideration. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  December  13th,  1832. 

[DOCUMENT  OMITTED.] 


Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

BY  A  MAJOKITY  OF  THE  SUFFRAGES,  WITH 
which  I  have  been  recently  favored  by  the  free- 
men of  this  great  and  flourishing  State,  I  have 
been  called  to  discharge,  for  a  second  term  of  three 
years,  the  responsible  duties  of  the  first  office  in  their 
gift. 

In  obedience  to  their  will  I  have  presented  myself 
here  and  taken  the  oaths  prescribed  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  preparatory  to  enter- 
ing upon  the  execution  of  the  important  trust; — and 
I  seize  this  public  occasion  to  express  to  the  good  people 
of  Pennsylvania  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments 
for  this  renewed  testimonial  of  their  confidence — ^^a  con- 
fidence the  more  highly  prized,  because  it  furnishes  the 
consolatory  proof  that  the  acts  and  measures  of  my 
administration,  during  the  constitutional  term  which 
has  just  ended,  have  been  approved  by  them;  and  justi- 
fies the  reasonable  conclusion,  that  a  similar  course  of 
policy  for  that  which  has  now  commenced,  will  be 
equally  acceptable  to  them. 

Hitherto  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  this  State  have  been  my  constant  guide, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  has 
been  my  peculiar  aim. — Acknowledging  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  people,  it  has  been  my  desire,  as  well  as 
my  endeavor,  to  ascertain  and  execute  their  will.  Ever 
bowing  submissively  to,  the  majesty  and  supremacy 
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of  the  laws,  I  have  made  it  my  business,  as  it  was  my 
duty,  to  see  that  they  were  faithfully  executed.  Econ- 
omy in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  treasure  has  been 
strictly  enjoined.  The  public  credit  has  been  care- 
fully maintained,  and,  it  is  believed,  firmly  established. 
Our  xjublic  works  of  internal  improvement  have  been 
prosecuted  with  energy,  diligence  and  j)erseverance. 
A  general  system  of  common  school  education  has, 
from  time  to  time,  been  pertinaciously  and  earnestly 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. — A  judi- 
ciary system  that  would  ensure  justice  to  be  adminis- 
tered to  all  without  sale,  denial  or  delay,  has  been 
anxiously  and  zealously  recommended. 

Among  the  measures  of  our  national  policy,  in  which 
Pennsylvania  is  peculiarly  interested,  those  embracing 
a  protecting  tariff,  internal  improvements  of  a  national 
character,  and  the  establishment  of  a  sound  currencv, 
in  which  the  people  can  have  confidence,  without  en- 
dangering their  rights,  have  been  advocated  upon  all 
proper  occasions.  Every  act  and  every  mearsure  be- 
lieved to  be  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare 
or  to  advance  the  public  good,  have  been  called  into 
requisition  to  accomplished  these  important  objects. — 
I  shall  henceforth  persevere  in  the  same  principlesi, 
and  continue  to  pursue  the  same  course  of  policy. 

In  compliance  with  a  usage  coeval  with  the  organi- 
zation of  the  government,  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion I  have  said  thus  much,  I  shall  add  no  more,  but 
that  all  the  faculties  and  all  the  energies  I  possess 
shall  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  mv  native  state,  and 
in  advancing  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  my  fel- 
low-citizens. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
'  Harrisburg  December  18,  1832. 


62  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Assembly  Re-appointing  Samuel  M'Kean  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen, 

1HAVE   THIS   DAY   KE-APPOINTED   SAMUEL 
M'Kean,   Esq.   Secretary   of   the  Commonwealth, 
under  the  authority  of  the  fifteenth  section  of  the 
second  article  of  the  Constitution. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  December  19,  1832. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Legislative 
Documents  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  a  State- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  state  of  Georgia  a  communication,  accompa- 
nied by  certain  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  state,  in  relation  to  the  call  of  a  convention  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  copies  of 
which  are  herewith  transmitted  for  your  considera- 
tion. 

I  also  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  a  statement  by 
the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  showing  the  amount 
of  tolls  received  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  rail 
road  during  the  months  of  November  and  December 
last. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  17,  1833. 

Executive  Department,  Ga., 

Milledgeville,  December  28,  1832. 
Sir—In  conformity   With  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  state,  I  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying 
preamble  and  resolutions,  approved  on  the  22d,  inst.: 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  LUMPKIN. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives. 

For  as  much  as  throughout  the  United  States,  there  exist 
many  controversies  growing  out  of  the  conflicting  interests, 
which  have  arisen  among  the  people  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  constitution,  out  of  the  cases  in  which  Congress 
claims  the  right  to  act  under  constructive  or  implied  powers; 
out  of  the  disposition  shown  by  Congress,  too  frequently  to 
act  under  assumed  powers,  and  out  of  the  rights  of  jurisdic- 
tion, either  claimed  or  exercised  by  the  Supreme  court;  all 
of  which  tend  directly  to  diminish  the  affection  of  the  people 
for  their  own  government,  to  produce  discontent,  to  repress 
patriotism,  to  excite  jealousies,  to  engender  discord,  and  finally 
to  bring  about  the  event  of  all  others,  most  deeply  to  De  de- 
plored, and  most  anxiously  to  be  guarded  against,  viz:  a  dis- 
solution of  our  happy  Union  and  a  severance  of  those  states 
into  hostile  communities,  each  regarding  and  acting  towards 
each  other  with  the  bitterest  enmity. 

And  the  experience  of  the  past  having  clearly  proved,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  needs  amendments  in 
the  following  particulars. 

1.  That  the  powers  delegated  to  the  general  government  and 
the  rights  reserved  to  the  States,  or  to  the  people,  may  be 
more  distinctly  defined. 

2.  That  the  power  of  coercion  by  the  general  government 
over  the  states,  and  the  right  of  a  state  to  resist  an  unconsti- 
tutional act  of  Congress,  may  be  determined. 

3.  That  the  principle  involved  in  a  tariff  for  the  direct  pro- 
tection of  domestic  industry,  may  be  settled. 

4.  That  a  system  of  federal  taxation  may  be  established, 
which  shall  be  equal  in  its  operation  upon  the  whole  people, 
and  in  all  sections  of  the  country. 

5.  That  the  jurisdiction  and  process  of  the  Supreme  court 
may  be  clearly  and  unequivocally  settled. 

6.  That  a  tribunal  of  last  resort  may  be  organized  to  settle 
disputes  between  the  general  government  and  the  states. 

7.  That  the  power  of  chartering  a  bank  and  of  granting  in- 
corporations, may  be  expressly  given  to,  or  withheld  from 
Congress. 

8.  That  the  practice  of  appropriating  money  for  works  of 
internal  improvements,  may  be  either  sanctioned  by  an  ex- 
press delegation  of  power,  or  restrained  by  express  inhibition. 

9.  That  it  may  be  prescribed,  what  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  surplus  revenue  when  such  revenue  is  found  to  be  on 
hand. 
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10.  That  the  right  to,  and  the  mode  of  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  may  be  settled. 

11.  That  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  may- 
be secured  in  all  cases,  to  the  people. 

12.  That  their  tenure  of  office  may  be  limited  to  one  term. 

13.  That  the  rights  of  the  Indians  may  be  definitely  settled. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  General  Assembiy  met, 
and  acting  for  the  people  thereof,  that  the  state  of  Georgia, 
in  conformity  with  the  fifth  article  of  the  federal  constitution, 
hereby  makes  application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  call  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution aforesaid  in  the  particulars  herein  enumerated,  and 
in  such  others  as  the  people  of  the  other  states  may  deem 
needful  of  amendments. 

Resolved  further.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor,  be  and 
he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  this  document 
to  the  other  states  of  the  Union,  and  to  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  Congress. 

His  Excellency  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — The  canal  commissioners  respectfully  present  to  you 
the  following  statement  of  tolls  which  have  been  received  on 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  rail  road  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December  last,  with  a  request  that  you  trans- 
mit it  to  the  Legislature  for  their  information. 

The  navigable  lines  of  canal  were  all  closed  by  ice  on  the 
21st  of  December,  but  since  that  time  the  navigation  of  the 
Western  division  between  Blairsville  and  Pittsburg  has  been 
partially  resumed. 

The   annual   report   of   the   canal    commissioners,   page   36, 
shews,  that 
The  amount  of  tolls  collected  and  paid  into  the 

treasury  before  the  1st  November,  1832,  was,  $50,909  57 
An  additional  amount  of  toll  was  at  that  date 

received,  but  not  settled  for  and  paid  into  the 

treasury,   4,340  65 


Amount  collected  up  to  October  31,  1882,..  $55,250  22 

The   following   additional   sums   have  been   re- 
ceived by  the  several  collectors  of  tolls  from 
the  date  of  their  last  returns  for  the  annual 
report,  until  the  31st  of  December,  inclusive — 
Harrisburg,    $5,136  43 
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Lewistown, 1,235  44 

Huutingdon,    

BlairsvJlle,   

Leechburg,   

Pittsburg,   *. 

Northumberland,  including  the  bridge, 

Berwick,    

Easton,    

Bristol,    

Portsmouth  outlet  locks,  

Bridge  at  Duncan's  island  , 

Aqueduct  at  Pittsburg,  


667 

50 

1,962 

44 

665 

36 

558  I8V2 

1,767 

657  9iy2 

4,501  27 

2,147 

75 

58  76 

695 

16 

193 

50 

$20,247  31 


$55,250  22 


Tolls  reported  since  the  1st,  November — 

Brought  forward,    $20,247  31 

Aqueduct  near  Freeport,   20  00 

Do.      Jacks    Narrows,    54  68 

Columbia  rail  road  up  to  27th  De- 
cember,   . . . , 498  54 


Whole  amount  received  since  the  1st  of  No- 
vember,     20,820  53 


Aggregate   of  tolls   received   during   the 
last  year,   $76,070  75 


By  order  of  the  Board. 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
President. 
Canal  Commissioners'  Room,  January  15,  1833. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  Concerning 
State  Rights. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
the  Governor  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  in 
closing  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of 

that  State,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  calling  a  cud 
5— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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vention  of  the  states,  to  consider  and  determine  such 
questions  of  disputed  power,  as  are  alleged  to  have 
arisen  between  the  states  of  this  confederacy  and  the 
general  government,  •  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  18,  1833. 

« 

Executive  Department, 
Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
January  5th,  1833. 
Sir-^I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annexed  resolutions 
passed  by  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
with  a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  legislature 
of  your  state. 

With  high  consideration,  I  am 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  Y.   HAYNE. 
To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  Senate,  December  13th,  1832. 

The  committee  on  federal  relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message,  No.  3,  which  relates  to 
the  call  of  a  convention  of  the  states,  respectfully  report  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  serious  causes  of  discontent  do  exist  among  the 
states  of  this  Union,  from  the  exercise  by  Congress,  of  powers 
not  conferred  or  contemplated  by  the  sovereign  parties  to  the 
compact. 

Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  a  convention  of  the 
states  be  called  as  early  as  practicable,  to  consider  and  de- 
termine such  questions  of  disputed  power,  as  have  arisen 
between  the  states  of  this  confederacy  and  the  general  govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  this  preamble  and  resolutions,  to  the  Governors  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  with  a  request  that  the  same  be  laid  before  the 
legislatures  of  their  respective  states,  and  also  to  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
Congress  for  consideration. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  relative  to  the  Militia  and 
to  the  Recent  Proclamation  of  the  President. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  COM- 
munication  from  the  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  state  in  re- 
lation to  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  militia 
of  the  several  states.  Also  a  communication  from 
the  Executive,  of  the  same  state  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
recent  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  a  message  of  the  Executive  and 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  in 
relation  thereto. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  21,  1833. 

State  of  Illiuois,  Executive  DepartmeDt, 
Vandalia,  29th  December,  1S32. 
To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — 1  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation, 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  state 
thereon,  together  with  a  message  of  the  Executive  of  the 
state. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN    REYNOLDS. 

State  of  Illinois, 
Executive    Department, 
Vandalia,  December  22,  1832. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — Enclosed,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy 
of  two  resolutions,  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
state,  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  that  you  may  submit  the 
same  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  over  which  you  preside. 

With  due  respect,  I  am 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN    REYNOLDS. 
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Resolutions  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  Militia. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  That 
the  Senators  of  this  state,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
be  instructed  and  our  representatives  requested  to  use  their 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law,  for  the  more  per- 
fect organization  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states. 

■Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be  requested 
to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  this  state  in  Congress,  and  also  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  other  states:  that  the  same  may  be  submitted 
to  the  legislatures  thereof  for  their  consideration. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  North  CaroHna  with  Certain  Resohi- 
tions  of  said  State  Concerning  the  Doctrine  of 
NulHfication ;  also  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Jersey  and  Certain  Resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State. 

Gentlemen : 

A  COMMUNICATION  HAS  BEEN  RECEIVED 
from  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina enclosing  certain  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  state,  expressing  the  attachment  of 
that  body  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Federal  Union;  its  views  in  relation  to  the  acts  of 
Congress  imposing  duties  on  imports  for  protection ; 
the  doctrine  of  nullification  as  avowed  by  the  state  of 
South  Carolina,  and  instructing  the  Senators  and  re- 
questing the  Representatives  from  that  state  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  all  constitutional 
means  in  their  power  to  procure  a  peaceable  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  controversy  between  the  state  of 
Sonth  Carolina  and  the  General  Government,  and  to 
produce  a  reconciliation  between  the  contending  par 
ties,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted. 
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I  have  also  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  a  communication  covering  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  state,  authorising  the  ap- 
pointment of  three»commissioners,  to  meet  the  commis- 
sioners already  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  state, 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  10th  of  April  last, 
in  relation  to  obstructions  in  the  river  Delaware.  In- 
asmuch, however,  as  the  resolution  of  the  Council  and 
General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  gives  to 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  that 
state  more  extensive  powers  than  those  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  I  have 
directed  copies  of  the  Legislative  act  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  to  be  laid  before  you  in  order  that,  if  the 
General  Assembly  shall  deem  it  expedient,  the  com- 
missioners ax>pointed  on  the  part  of  thisi  state  may  be 
clothed  with  corresponding  powers. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  January  26,  1833. 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  January  15,  1833. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  the  annexed  reso- 
lutions, adopted  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  at  the  session  which  terminated 
on  the  11th  instant. 

With  high  considerations,  • 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  SWAIN, 
To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

In  General  Assembly. 
Resolved,   That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,   doth   entertain,   and   doth  unequivocally   express   a 
warm  attachment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  doth  solemnly  declare 
a  devoted  attachment  to  the  federal  Union,  believing  that  on 
its  continuance  depend  the  liberty,  the  peace  and  the  prosperity 
of  these  United  States. 


70  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Resolved,  That  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  prevail 
in  this  state,  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, imposing  duties  on  imports  for  protection,  yet  it  is  be- 
lieved, a  large  majority  of  the  people  think  those  acts  unconsti- 
tutional; and  they  are  united  in  the  sefitiment  that  the  exist- 
ing tariff  is  impolitic,  unjust  and  oppressive;  and  they  have 
urged,  and  will  continue  to  urge  its  repeal. 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  of  nullification  as  avowed  by 
the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  lately  promulgated  in  an  or- 
dinance, is  revolutionary  in  its  character,  subversive  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  leads  to  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and 
our  Representatives  be  requested  to  use  all  constitutional 
means  in  their  power  to  proure  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  the 
existing  controversy  between  the  state  of  South  Carolina  and 
the  General  government,  and  to  produce  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  contending  parties. 

Resolved,  further.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  re- 
spectfully communicated  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of 
this  state,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Governors 
of  the  several  states,  and  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in   Congress. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

Whereas,  The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  has  informed  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  he  has  by  virtue 
of  a  resolution  of  that  commonwealth,  appointed  three  com- 
missioners, to  meet  a  like  number,  if  they  shall  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  to  view  a  certain  dam  in  the  river 
Delaware,  at  Well's  Falls,  as  well  as  any  other  obstruction 
in  said  river,  authorised  by  either  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  ascertain  the  facts  and  make  reports  thereon,  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  respective  states. 

Therefore  resolved,  By  the  Council  and  General  Assembly, 
that  the  Governor  of  this  State,  be  authorised  to  appoint  three 
commissioners  to  meet  the  said  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  and  report  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  said  resolution;  and  also  to  report  how 
the  said  obstructions  may  be  obviated,  having  due  regard  to 
a  safe  and  convenient  navigation  of  the  river,  and  the  use  of 
the  waters  thereof,  for  actual  or  contemplated  improvement 
without  injury  to  the  said  navigation. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
from  the   Board   of  Canal   Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 

1HEKEWITH  TEANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  COM- 
munication,  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commission- 
ers, accompanied  by  a  report  of  J.  Edgar  Thomp- 
son, civil  engineer,  upon  the  subject  of  the  extension 
of  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
from  Bristol  to  Philadelphia,  which  had  not  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Board  at  the  time  of  transmitting  their 
annual  report. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  8,  1833. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
of  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Indiana  Concerning 
the  Convention  of  the  States  Proposed  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  South  Carolina. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  COM- 
munication  from  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware, and  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature 
of  that  state,  accompanying  the  same  on  the  subject 
of  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  South  Carolina  in  favour  of  calling  a  conven- 
tion of  the  states,  for  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

I  have  also  received  a  communication  from  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  state  of  Indiana,  enclosing  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  South  Carolina  convention,  and  the 
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President's  Proclamation  in  relation  thereto,   copies 
of  which  will  also  be  laid  before  you. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  8,  1833. 

Executive   Department, 
Dover,  Delaware,  January  31,  1833. 
Sir — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  state,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  on  the  25th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  certain 
resolutions  passed  by  the  legislatures  of  the   state  of  South 
Carolina  calling  a  convention  of  the  states. 
With  all  respect,  I  am, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.   P.   BENNETT. 

To  his  excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Whereas,  certain  resolutions  passed  in  December  last,  by 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  declaring 
"that  it  is  expedient  that  a  convention  of  the  States  be  called 
as  early  as  practicable  to  consider  and  determine  feuch  ques- 
tions of  disputed  power,  as  have  arisen  between  the  states 
of  this  Confederacy  and  the  General  Government" — have  been 
transmitted  by  the  Executive  of  that  state  to  the  Governor  of 
this,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  general  Assembly  for  an  ex- 
pression of  its  sentiments:    Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  is  a  form  of 
government  established  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  has  expressly  provided  a  tribunal  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  settlement  of  all  contro- 
versies between  the  United  States  and  the  respective  States, 
and  of  all  controversies  arising  under  that  instrument  itself. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  does  not  recognize  any  such  tribunal  or  political  as- 
semblage as  a  convention  of  the  States,  but  has  expressly 
provided  for  modes  of  amendment,  if  amendment  be  necessary 
in  the  fifth  article  as  follows:  The  Congress,  whenever  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose 
amendments  to  this  constitution;  or  on  the  application  of  the 
legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  states,  shall  call  a 
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convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case, 
shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  con- 
stitution when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  states,  or  by  conventions  of  three-fourths  thereof, 
as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifix^ation  may  be  proposed 
by  the  Congress."  Any  other  mode  must  therefore  be  repug- 
nant to  its  provisions. 

Resolved,  That  such  a  convention  to  propose  amendments, 
when  called  by  Congress,  must  be,  in  the  nature  of  things,  a 
convention  of  the  people  from  whom  the  constitution  derived 
its  authority,  and  by  whom  alone  it  can  be  altered,  and  not 
a  convention  of  the  states. 

Resolved,  That  no  such  political  assemblage  as  a  convention 
of  the  states,  could  take  place  as  a  constitutional  organ  of 
government;  and  that,  if  assembled,  it  could  have  no  such 
power  as  that  set  forth  by  the  resolutions  of  South  Carolina, 
"to  consider  and  determine  such  questions  of  disputed  power 
as  have  arisen  between  the  states  of  this  Confederacy  and  the 
General  Government." 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  for  Congress  to  call  "a 
convention  for  proposing  amendments"  at  this  time.  But  that 
if  any  amendments  be  necessary,  it  comports  with  the  views 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  statB,  that  they  should  be  pro- 
posed in  the  other  mode  provided  by  the  constitution  "by  two- 
thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress." 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
copies  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the  several 
states,  with  a  request  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  respective  states;  and  also  to  our  Senators  and 
to  our  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  be  by  them  laid  before 
Congress  for  consideration. 

Passed  at  Dover,  January  25th,  1833. 

Executive    Department, 
Indianapolis,  16th  January,  1833. 

Sir — The  resolutions  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose 
are  transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Indiana. 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant,* 

WM.    SHERTS, 
'    Secretary  of  State. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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A  Preamble  and  Joint  Resolutions, 

Relative  to  the  Proceedings  of  a  late  Convention  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  to  the  President's  Proclamation  in  relation  thereto. 

Whereas,  an  unusual  and  alarming  excitement  prevails  in  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff  laws, 
awakened,  as  is  believed,  by  a  mistaken  view  of  their  consti- 
tutionality, and  by  exaggerated  representations  of  their  un- 
equal operation;  and  whereas,  heretical  and  dangerous  doc- 
trines have  sprung  up  under  the  name  of  nullification,  in 
which  the  constitutional  right  in  a  state,  to  render  nugatory 
and  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secede  from 
the  Union,  is  boldly  assumed;  and  whereas,  a  convention,  dele- 
gated from  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  that  state,  has  recently 
passed  an  ordinance,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  said  convention  thereon,  and  of  addresses  to  the 
people  of  the  several  states,  and  of  South  Carolina,  trans- 
mitted by  order  of  the  said  Convention,  through  the  Governor 
of  that  state  to  the  Governor  of  Indiana,  avowedly  for  the 
information  of  this  Legislature,  are  now  before  the  same;  and 
whereas,  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  Indiana, 
view  the  doctrines  contained  in  those  documents,  as  carrying 
with  them  internal  evidence  of  their  impracticability,  absurd- 
ity, and  treasonable  tendency;  and  whereas,  we  regard  the 
said  ordinance,  as  prescribing  to  and  attempting  to  enforce 
upon  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  "a  course  of  conduct,  in 
violation  of  their  duty  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  their  country,  subversive  of  its  constitu- 
tion, and  as  having  for  its  object  the  destruction  of  the  Union," 
and  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  prostration  of  our  liber- 
ties:   Therefore, 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Indiana, 
that  we  deeply  deplore  the  political  heresies  and  threatened 
disorganizations,  recently  promulgated  by  a  portion  of  our 
brethren  of  South  Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  concur  in  the  persuasive  ap- 
peals of  our  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  to  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  to  pause  ere  it  be  too  late  to  save  themselves  from 
ruin. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentiment,  "our  Union  must  be  pre- 
served," meets  with  a  hearty  response  from  the  people  of  In- 
diana, bound  as  they  are,  by  interest  and  honour,  to  that  con- 
federacy into  which  they  voluntarily  entered  and  from  which 
they  will  never  willingly  be  severed. 
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Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  present  juncture  of  our  na- 
tional affairs,  as  involving  the  preservation  of  our  liberties, 
and  as  scarcely  inferior  in  importance  to  that  in  which  they 
were  achieved. 

Resolved,  That  as  regards  the  important  question,  all  minor 
differences  should  be  forgotten,  that  devotion  to  party  should 
be  lost  in  devotion  to  country,  and  that  the  great  contest 
among  Americans,  should  be  as  to  the  means  best  calculated 
to  prevent  the  temple  of  our  Union  from  crumbling  into 
ruins. 

Resolved,  That  the  constitutional  doctrines  advanced,  and 
views  of  policy  embraced  in  the  President's  proclamation  on 
the  present  difficulties  in  South  Carolina, — the  patriotic  spirit 
pervading  that  able  document,  and  the  prompt,  and  decisive 
manner  in  which  he  has  rebuked  the  pernicious  doctrines  and 
unjustifiable  course,  recently  adopted  by  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  state,  command  our  entire  approbation  and  have 
crowned  with  new  laurels  the  "defender  of  his  country." 

Resolved,  That  at  the  present  alarming  and  eventful  crisis, 
we  conceive  it  to  be  a  solemn  and  a  paramount  duty  of  the 
people  of  the  different  states,  to  express  through  their  Repre- 
sentatives, a  firm  and  unwavering  determination  to  protect 
"the  ark  of  our  political  safety,"  from  the  hand  of  violence, 
and  to  pledge  their  support  in  furtherance  of  the  laudable 
resolution  of  the  National  Executive,  "to  take  care  that  the 
republic  receive  no  detrement." 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  state  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  joint  resolu- 
tions, to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  also  a  copy 
to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to 
be  laid  before  that  body,  and  one  to  the  Governor  of  each  state 
in  the  Union. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  of 

the  Adjutant  General. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE    KECEIVED    FROM    THE    ADJUTANT 
General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  communi- 
cation accompanied  by  his  annual  report,  contain- 
ing a  statement  in  detail  of  the  number  and  condition 
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of  the  militia,  and  volunteers  of  this  commonwealth, 
together  with  a  return  of  the  arms,  ordnance,  camp 
equipage  and  military  stores  deposited  in  the  several 
state  arsenals,  or  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  militia 
composing  the  several  brigades  throughout  the  state 
on  the  31st  of  December  last,  copies  of  which  will  be 
laid  before  you. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  13th,  1833. 

Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Beaver,  February  5th,  1833. 

His  Excellency  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — 1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency, my  annual  return  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  also  a  statement  of  the  ordnance,  camp  equip- 
age and  militiary  stores,  in  the  state  arsenals  and  in  the  sev- 
eral brigades  throughout  the  commonwealth. 

The  number  of  militia  exhibited  in  the  enclosed  return,  is 
considerably  less  than  was  reported  last  year.  This  is  owing 
to  the  returns  of  the  Inspectors  of  last  year,  having  been  much 
less  deficient,  than  those  of  the  present,  or  perhaps  any  preced- 
ing year.  Many  of  the  returns. of  this  year,  are  incomplete; 
some  by  one,  some  two,  and  others,  several  companies,  and 
nearly  whole  battalions  and  regiments  are  wanting  in  many  of 
them.  However,  it  would  be  the  highest  injustice  in  me  to  cast 
a  shadow  of  blame  upon  the  brigade  inspectors,  who,  as  far  as 
I  am  able  to  judge,  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties. 

My  reporl  has  been  delayed  until  this  late  period,  in  order  to 
obtain  from  the  inspectors  and  the  keepers  of  the  arsenals, 
some  information  which  I  deemed  essential  in  making  out  the 
report.  This  I  have  received,  as  far  as  was  in  the  power  of 
those  officers  to  furnish,  though  not  to  the  extent  which  I 
could  desire. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  7th  section  of  the  supple- 
ment to  the  militia  law,  passed  the  14th  April,  1827,  I  have 
since  my  last  report  made  sale  of  certain  public  property,  to 
the  amount  of  $322.94,  which,  together  with  $95.87i^,  a  bal- 
ance of  a  former  sale,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  $413. 81i^,  re- 
mains in  my  hands,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  repairing  of  the 
state  arsenals.     It  is   probable,  that  the  whole  of  this   sum 
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will  be  required  to  complete  the  repairs  of  the  Meadville  ar- 
senal, which  is  in  great  need  of  repairs,  to  preserve  the  building 
from  decay  and  the  public  property  from  injury.  I  have  con- 
tracted for  the  execution  of  part  of  the  work,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  have  the  whole  completed  as  early  in  the  season  as 
practicable. 

The  copies  of  discipline  which  were  expected  in  the  place  of 
those  that  were  lost  at  sea,  and  which  I  had  occasion  to  men- 
tion in  my  two  other  reports,  have  not  been  received.  Those 
that  have  come  to  hand  are  being  issued  to  the  officers  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers  in  the  different  parts  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

The  quota  of  arms  due  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
•United  States,  for  last  year,  has  not  been  received,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  many  corps  of  volunteers  are  anxiously  wait- 
ing to  be  supplied.  The  arsenals  are  almost  drained  of  good 
arms,  though  there  appears  to  be  a  great  number  of  old  arms 
wanting  repairs,  both  in  the  arsenals  and  in  the  hands  of 
volunteers,  and  the  inspectors.  I  have  been  endeavoring  to 
collect  into  the  arsenals  all  the  old  arms  not  in  use,  and  have 
succeeded  beyond  my  expectations.  During  the  last  two  years, 
there  have  been  transported  to  the  different  state  arsenals 
upwards  of  3,000'  arms,  the  greater  part  of  which,  may,  prob- 
ably with  a  little  cleaning  and  repairing  be  fit  for  use,  and  is- 
sued to  the  volunteers  again. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very   respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  POWER, 
Adjutant  General,   P.   M. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  Concerning  the  Organization  of 
the  Militia. 

Gentlemen, 

I    HEREWITH  TRNASMIT  FOR  YOUR  CONSID- 
eration  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the 
state  of  Delaware,  and  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  state  accompanying  the  same,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  provid- 
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iiig  for  a  more  perfect  and  uniform  organization  ot 
the  militia  of  the  several  states  of  the  Union. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  23,  1833. 

Executive  Department, 
Dover,  Delaware,  February  14th,  1883. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  certain  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  state,  recommending 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
viding for  a  more  perfect  and  uniform  organization  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  states. 

With  high  consideration, 
I  am  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  BENNETT. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolutions 

Of  the  Genei'al  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  as  to  the 
organization  of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  state  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  being  a  matter 
entrusted  by  the  constitution  to  the  general  government,  re- 
quires its  attention,  and  can  be  only  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily done  by  that  government. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  use 
their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  a 
more  perfect  and  uniform  organization  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  states  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  state, 
be  directed  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  to  our  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions; 
also  a  copy  to  the  Governors  of  the  other  states  in  the  Union, 
with  a  view  that  the  same  may  be  submitted  to  their  different 
legislatures. 

Passed  at  Dover,  February  1st,  1833, 
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To  the  Assembly  with  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of 
Delaware  Transmitting  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
of  that  State  to  Regulate  Fisheries. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
tlie  state  of  New  Jersey,  a  communication  enclos- 
ing a  copy  of  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature  of 
that  state,  entitled  An  act  further  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  An  act  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  the 
river  Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eight;  copies  of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
the  General  Assemblv,  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence,  provided  the  same  shall  meet  their  appro- 
bation. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  22d,  1833. 

State  of  New  Jersey, 
Executive  Department, 
Trenton,  18th,  Feb.,  1833. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  6th  section  of  a  law  of  this 
state,  entitled  An  act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
An  act  to  regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  for 
other  purposes,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight;  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a 
certified  copy  of  said  law,  and  to  request  you  Excellency  to 
submit  it  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

SAML.  L.   SOUTHARD. 

State  of  New  Jersey. 

An  act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  An  act  to 
regulate  the  fisheries  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  for  other 
purposes,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  state,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
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the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  if  any 
person  or  persons  whosoever,  shall  cast  or  lay  out  any  seine 
or  net  in  the  river  Delaware  within  the  concurrent  juris- 
diction of  this  state  and  state  of  Pennsylvania,  from  sunset 
on  Saturday  until  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday  night  of  each  and 
every  week,  he,  she  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with  costs  of  suit, 
for  each  and  every  offence. 

Section  II.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  cast,  draw,  or  otherwise  make  use  of  any  seine  or 
net,  of  a  larger  mesh  than  three  inches  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  fish  in  the  river  Delaware,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  state,  below  the  head  of  Trenton  Falls,  between  the  fifth 
day  of  June  and  the  tenth  day  of  July  in  any  year,  or  above 
the  head  of  Trenton  Falls,  of  any  seine  or  net  of  a  larger  mesh 
than  two  inches,  between  the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  the  tenth 
day  of  July  in  any  year,  he,  she  or  they,  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
costs  of  suit,  for  each  and  every  offence. 

Section  III.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  unlawfully  make  use  of  any  gilling. 
seine,  or  drift  net  in  the  river  Delaware,  within  the  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  of  this  state  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
below  the  Trenton  bridge,  without  having  first  entered  hi4 
gilling  seine,  or  drift  net  fisheries  as  required*  by  this  act,  or  the 
act  or  acts  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  or  beyond  the 
right  angles  or  the  shore  boundaries  of  the  said  fisheries  so 
entered,  or  with  a  mesh  larger  than  six  inches  and  a  half,  or 
with  a  net  longer  than  sixty  fathoms,  between  the  first  day 
of  March  and  the  tenth  day  of  July  of  each  and  every  year, 
every  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jail,  not  exceeding  three  months,  or  both  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  before  which  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  be  con- 
victed. 

Section  IV.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  persons  shall  un- 
lawfully cast,  draw,  drift,  anchor,  stake,  or  otherwise  make  use 
of  any  gilling  seine,  or  drift  net,  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
fish,  in  the  river  Delaware,  within  the  concurrent  jurisdiction 
of  this  state  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  between  the  first 
day  of  March  and  tenth  day  of  July  in  each  and  every  year, 
every  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county 
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jail,  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  before  which  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  be  con- 
victed: Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  subject  to  convic- 
tion and  punishment  any  person  or  persons  who  have  been 
subjected  to  prosecution  for  a  penalty  as  provided  for  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement. 

Section  V.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  all  the  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  which  come  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  and  are  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed:  Provided,  That  the  said  repeal  shall  in  no  wise 
affect  any  rights  acquired  under  the  act  or  acts  so  repealed, 
nor  invalidate  nor  make  void  any  proceedings,  legally  had 
or  done,  or  commenced  under  the  same;  but  the  same  shall 
be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution,  as  though  the  said 
act  or  acts  were  not  repealed:  And  provided  also.  That  no  sec- 
tion, proviso,  or  part  of  this  act  shall  be  considered  as  valid 
or  operative  until  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  shall  approve 
of  the  same,  by  enacting  a  similar  section,  proviso  or  act, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  and  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
such  law,  such  parts  thereof  as  shall  be  so  enacted  and  ap- 
proved, shall  immediately  go  into  full  force  and  effect. 

Section  VI.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Governor  of  this 
state  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  an  attested  copy  of  this 
act  to  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting 
him  to  submit  it  to  the  legislature  of  that  state. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Resolutions 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  Concerning  Late  Proceed- 
ings in  South  Carolina. 

Gentlemen : 

{HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  FOR  THE  CONSIDERA- 
tion  of  the  General  Assembly,  copies  of  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  of 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state  accompanying  the  same,  in  reference  to  the  late 
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oi'dinance  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  acts 
of  Congress  laying  duties  on  imports,  &c. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  23,  1833. 

Executive  Department, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  January  26,  1833. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  pre- 
amble  and   resolutions    passed   by    the   General   Assembly  of 
Virginia,  and  to  request  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  legis- 
lature of  your  state.    I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   FLOYD. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Federal  Relations. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  actuated  by  an 
ardent  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  and  harmony  of  our  com- 
mon country;  relying  upon  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  people 
of  each  and  every  state  of  the  Union  as  a  sufficient  pledge  that 
their  representatives  in  Congress  will  so  modify  the  acts  laying 
duties  and  imposts  on  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities, 
commonly  called  the  Tariff  Acts,  that  they  will  no  longer  fur- 
nish cause  of  complaint  to  the  people  of  any  particular  state; 
believing  accordingly,  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  are 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  Congress  will  yield  them  no  re- 
lief from  the  pressure  of  those  acts,  especially  as  the  auspicious 
approach  of  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  affords  a 
just  ground  for  the  indulgence  of  a  contrary  expectation;  and 
confident  that  they  are  too  strongly  attached  to  the  union  of 
the  states  to  resort  to  any  proceedings  which  might  dissolve 
or  endanger  it  whilst  they  have  any  fair  hope  of  obtaining 
their  object  by  more  regular  and  peaceful  measures;  per- 
suaded also,  that  they  will  listen  willingly  and  respectfully  to 
the  voice  of  Virginia,  earnestly  and  affectionately  requesting 
and  entreating  them  to  rescind  or  suspend  their  late  ordinance, 
and  await  the  result  of  a  combined  and  strenuous  effort  of  the 
friends  of  union  and  peace,  to  effect  an  adjustment  and  recon- 
ciliation of  all  public  differences  now  unhappily  existing;  re- 
garding moreover,  an  appeal  to  force  on  the  part  of  the  gen- 
eral government,  or  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  South 
Carolina,  as  a  measure  which  nothing  but  extreme  necessity 
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•could  justify  or  excuse  in  either;  but  apprehensive  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  the  present  state  of  things  is  allowed  to 
continue,  acts  of  violence  will  occur,  which  may  lead  to  con- 
sequences that  all  would  deplore;  cannot  but  deem  it  a  sol- 
emn duty  to  interpose  and  mediate  between  the  high  contend- 
ing parties,  by  the  declaration  of  their  opinions  and  wishes, 
which  they  trust  that  both  will  consider  and  respect:  There- 
fore, 

1.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  That  the  competent  au- 
thorities of  South  Carolina  be,  and  they  are  hereby  earnestly 
and  respectfully  requested  and  entreated  to  rescind  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  late  convention  of  that  state,  entitled  "An  ordi- 
nance to  nullify  certain  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  duties  and  imposts  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  commodities;"  or,  at  least  to  suspend 
its  operation  until  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  next 
Congress. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  earnestly  and  respectfully  requested  and  en- 
treated so  to  modify  the  acts  laying  duties  and  imposts  on 
the  importation  of  foreign  comrnodities,  commonly  called  the 
tariff  acts,  as  to  effect  a  gradual  but  speedy  reduction  of  the 
resulting  revenue  of  the  general  government,  to  the  standard 
of  the  necessary  and  proper  expenditure  for  the  support 
thereof. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Virginia  expect,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  the.  General  Assembly,  the  people  of  the  other 
states  have  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  general  government  and 
the  government  of  South  Carolina,  and  all  persons  acting  under 
the  authority  of  either,  will  carefully  abstain  from  any  and 
all  acts  whatever,  which  may  be  calculated  to  disturb  the 
tranquility  of  the  country,  or  endanger  the  existence  of  the 
Union. 

And  whereas,  considering  the  opinions  which  have  been 
advanced  and  maintained  by  the  convention  of  South  Carolina 
in  its  late  ordinance  and  addresses,  on  the  one  hand,  and  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  proclamation,  bear- 
ing date  the  10th  day  of  December,  1832,  on  the  other,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  deem  it  due  to  themselves,  and  the  people  whom 
they  represent,  to  declare  and  make  known  their  own  views  in 
relation  to  some  of  the  important  and  interesting  questions 
which  these  papers  present:    Therefore, 

4.  Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly,    That  they  continue 
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to  regard  the  doctrines  of  state  sovereignty  and  state  rights, 
as  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  of  1798,  and  sustained  by  the 
report  thereon  of  1799,  as  a  true  interpretation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  powers  therein  given  to 
the  general  government;  but  that  they  do  not  consider  them 
as  sanctioning  the  proceedings  of  South  Carolina,  indicated  in 
her  said  ordinance,  nor  as  countenancing  all  the  principles  as- 
sumed by  the  President  in  his  proclamation;  many  of  which 
are  in  direct  conflict  with  them, 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  by  joint  vote  with  the 
Senate,  proceed  on  this  day,  to  elect  a  commissioner,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  proceed  immediately  to  South  Carolina,  and 
communicate  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the 
Governor  of  that  state,  with  a  request  that  they  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Legislature  of  that  state,  or  any  Convention  of  its 
citizens,  or  give  them  such  other  direction  as  in  his  judgment 
may  be  best  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  which  this  com- 
monwealth has  in  view;  and  that  the  said  commissioner  be 
authorised  to  express  to  the  public  authorities  and  people 
of  our  sister  state,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  most 
expedient,  our  sincere  good  will  to  our  sister  state  and  our 
anxious  solicitude,  that  the  kind  and  respectful  recommen- 
dations we  have  addressed  to  her,  may  lead  to  an  accommo- 
dation of  all  the  difficulties  between  that  state  and  the  gen- 
eral government. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  commonwealth  be, 
and  he  h^ereby  is  requested  to  communicate  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Governors  of  the  other  states,  and  to  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  Concerning 
Protection  and  the  Impending  Tariff  Bill,  with  a 
Letter  from  the  Governor  of  said  State. 

Gentlemen: 

I    HAVE   THE   HONOR   TO   COMMUNICATE   TO 
the  General  Assembly,  for  its  consideration,  copies 
of  a  letter  from  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  of  certain  proceedings  of  the  Legislature 
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of  that  state,  on  the  subject  of  the  protection  of  t^he 
domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and  the  inexpediency, 
impolicy,  &c.  of  the  tariff  bill  now  pending  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  23,  1833. 

Executive  Department  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  January  23,  1833. 
Sir — In  discharge  of  an  assigned  duty,  I  have  the  honor,  here- 
with,   to    transmit    an    expression    of    the    opinions    of    both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  of  the  Executive  of  Massachu- 
setts, on  the  subject  of  the  protection  of  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country,  and  the  inexpediency,  impolicy,  and  ruinous 
tendency  of  the  tariff  bill  now  pending  before  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  pass- 
age of  which   is  deprecated  as  a  measure  fatal  to  the  pros- 
perity, independence  and  integrity  of  the  nation,  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  LINCOLN, 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Report  of  the  joint  committee;    on  the  tariff  bill. 

The  joint  committee,  appointed  to  consider  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  address  as  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the  late 
convention  cf  the  people  of  Sopth  Carolina,  and  the  pur- 
poses and  policy  thereof;  and  also  the  resolutions  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  thereon;  and  to  whom  have  been 
referred  the  resolutions  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  upon 
the  subject  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  reference  to  the  same;  have  entered  on 
the  consideration  of  the  matters  entrusted  to  them,  and  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report,  in  part. 

On  examining  the  proce>3dings  of  the  late  convention  of 
the  people  of  South  Carolina,  the  committee  find,  that  they 
announce,  on  the  part  of  that  state,  pretensions  of  a  novel 
and  dangerous  character,  which  if  persisted  in,  and  carried 
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out  in  practice,  can  only  terminate  in  the  destruction  of  the 
government.  South  Carolina  claims  for  herself,  as  one  of  the 
states  composing  this  Union,  the  right  of  annulling  at  dis- 
cretion any  act  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
which  she  may  regard  as  unconstitutional;  and  has  under- 
taken to  exercise  this  right  in  reference  to  the  laws  imposing 
duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods.  In  a  public  act, 
denominated  an  ordinance,  the  convention  declare,  that  those 
laws  are  null  and  void,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  he  necessary  to  prevent 
their  enforcement  within  the  limits  of  the  state.  The  ad- 
dresses and  reports  accompanying  the  ordinance  set  forth 
the  reasons,  by  which  the  convention  endeavor  to  justify  their 
proceedings,  and  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  several  states  for 
their  sanction  and  approval. 

Such  pretensions,  made  in  so  respectable  a  quarter,  with 
every  appearance  of  earnestness,  and  officially  communicated 
to  the  government  of  this  commonwealth,  will  naturally  re- 
quire from  the  General  Court  the  expression  of  some  opinion 
upon  their  correctness  and  consistency  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  country.  The  committee  accordingly  propose, 
after  the  farther  and  more  natural  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, which  seems  to  be  due  to  its  extraordinary  importance, 
to  submit  a  report  upon  those  points.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  find,  among  the  practical  consequences  of  these  proceed- 
ings, some  which  affect  very  deeply  the  interest  and  honor 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  which,  from  the  peculiar  urgency 
of  the  case,  appear  to  call  for  some  distinct  and  immediate 
action. 

The  objection  made  by  the  state  of  Carolina,  to  the  laws 
which  she  has  undertaken  to  annul,  is,  that  they  were  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  home  industry.  She  distinctly 
declares,  that  she  will  not  permit  any  laws  for  this  purpose 
to  be  executed  within  her  limits,  and  that,  if  an  attempt  be 
made  to  carry  them  into  execution  by  force,  she  will  withdraw 
from  the  Union.  The  Executive  branch  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  met  these  pretensions  with  a  firmness 
that  becomes  the  official  representative  of  a  great  and  enlight- 
ened people,  and  has  declared  in  a  public  proclamation,  that 
the  laws  must  and  will  be  CDforced.  The  Legislative  branch 
of  the  government  will  doubtless  exhibit,  in  its  final  action, 
the  same  firm  and  dignified  attitude  which  has  been  assumed 
by  the  president;  but  the  committee  have  learned  with  re- 
gret, that  a  bill  has  been  reported  by  one  of  the  most  im- 
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portant  committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is 
now  under  discussion  in  that  body,  the  object  of  which  seems 
to  be  to  remove  the  danger  of  a  collision  between  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  South  Carolina,  by  granting 
to  the  latter  all  that  she  demands.  This  bill  is  incorrectly 
described  in  its  title,  as  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  imported  goods.  While  the  duties  on  imported  goods  of 
some  descriptions  are  reduced  by  it,  those  on  others  are  raised, 
and  should  the  bill  become  a  law,  its  general  result  would 
probably  be  to  increase,  rather  than  to  diminish  the  receipts 
into  the  treasury.  The  real  object  of  the  bill  is  obviously 
so  to  modify  the  laws  laying  duties  on  imported  goods,  that 
they  shall,  in  no  degree,  or  as  little  as  may  be,  afford  protec- 
tion to  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country.  The  passage 
of  such  a  law,  considered  merely  as  a  change  in  the  economical 
policy  of  the  government,  would  be  exceedingly  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  in  particular  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  commonwealth;  and  taking  into  view  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  is  proposed,  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  seriously  compromise  the  dignity  and  honor 
of  the  country. 

1.  Considered  merely  as  a  change  in  the  economical  policy 
of  the  Government,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  be  ruinous 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  particularly  of  this 
commonwealth.  It  reduces  to  such  an  extent  the  duties  on 
imported  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  that  the  domestic  manu- 
facture of  these  articles  could  not  be  sustained.  These  manu- 
factures, which  have  grown  up  under  the  assurance  of  protec- 
tion from  the  government,  now  employ  many  millions  of 
capital,  and  several  hundred  thousand  persons.  In  this  com- 
monwealth, the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  these  two 
branches  of  manufacture  only — though  it  cannot  be  calculated 
with  much  exactness,  is  probably  not  less  than  from  thirty 
to  forty  million  dollars.  A  great  part  of  this  capital,  and  with 
it  the  fortune  of  the  citizens  to  whom  it  belongs  or  gives  em- 
ployment would  be  destroyed  forever  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  The  effect  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  growth  of 
wool,  and  on  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  sugar  would  not 
be  less  injurious.  It  would  in  short,  prostrate  at  a  blow 
all  the  principal  branches  of  domestic  manufacturing  industry. 

The  fatal  effect  of  such  a  measure  upon  the  public  welfare, 
hardly  needs  to  be  specified.  The  importance  of  domestic 
manufactures,  as  a  home  market  for  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture, as  a  security  for  the  national  independence,  as  a  means 
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of  increasing  the  wealth  and  population,  extending  the  com- 
forts, and  elevating  the  civilization  of  the  community,  is  uni- 
versally admitted.  The  most  enlightened  nations  have  always 
been  ready  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  naturaliz- 
ing, within  their  own  limits,  these  valuable  establishments. 
Our  own  government  has,  for  fifty  years,  uniformly,  perse- 
veringly,  and  successfully,  pursued  the  same  policy.  The 
small  tax  which  it  has  imposed  upon  us,  in  the  increased  price 
of  some  articles,  has  been  repaid  in  a  thousand  different 
shapes,  in  the  augmented  prosperity  of  the  country.  After  we 
have  thus,  for  half  a  century,  fostered  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures with  increasing  care,  until  we  have  finally  brought  them 
to  their  present  flourishing  condition,  is  it  politic,  patriotic, 
consistent,  to  turn  upon  them  suddenly,  and  by  a  single  wan- 
ton act  of  power,  crush  them  all  at  a  blow?  Would  not  an 
act  of  this  kind  appear  to  be  dictated  rather  by  wild  ca- 
price, than  by  the  sober  and  prudent  calculation  which  ought 
to  prevail  in  the  councils  of  a  great  people. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  a  proceeding  could  only  be  justified 
by  some  very  strong  and  urgent  motive.  In  the  present  in- 
stance none  whatever  can  be  found.  The  pretext  alleged  by 
South  Carolina  for  desiring  the  repeal  of  the  protecting  du- 
ties, is,  that  they  are  unequal  in  their  operation — that  they 
press  more  heavily  upon  her  industry  than  upon  that  of  the 
north,  and  have  reduced  her  to  a  state  of  comparative  decay. 
But  these  allegations,  which  are  sustained  only  by  fine-spun 
metaphysical  disquisitions  on  political  economy,  are  wholly 
at  variance  with  notorious  facts.  It  is  known  to  every  impar- 
tial inquirer,  that  the  establishment  of  home  manufactures, 
by  opening  a  new  market  for  the  staple  products,  exercises 
a  most  beneficial  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the  planting 
states,  and  that,  if  some  of  these  have  in  fact  declined  at  all, 
it  has  been,  not  in  consequence  of  the  tariff,  but  of  the  open- 
ing of  richer  soils  in  the  new  South  Western  States.  The  pre- 
tence alleged  by  the  framers  of  the  bill  is  the  necessity  of 
reducing  the  revenue,  in  consequence  of  the  diijiinution  of 
the  public  expenses  resulting  from  the  payment  of  the  na- 
tional debt.  This  is  still  more  futile  than  the  other.  If  it 
be  the  object  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue,  why  does  it 
restore  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee?  Are  the  framers  of  the 
bill  ignorant  of  the  known  familiar  fact,  that  a  diminution 
of  the  duties  on  imported  Goods,  by  increasing  the  importa- 
tion, generally  increases  the  aggregate  receipts.  The  effect 
of  the  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  would  probably  be,  as  your 
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committee  have  already  remarked,  not  to  diminish,  but  to 
increase  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury.  The  framers  of  it 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  this,  and  the  real  object  in  proposing  it, 
must  therefore  of  necessity  be  different  from  the  professed 
and  ostensible  one. 

If  it  were  for  any  sufficient  reason  really  expedient  to  change 
in  this  way  the  long  established  economical  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, the  plainest  considerations  of  humanity  and  justice  would 
dictate,  that  the  change  should  be  made  very  gradually,  so 
that  the  citizens,  whose  property  is  invested  in  manufactures, 
might  be  able  to  disengage  it  with  the  least  possible  loss.  No 
greater  political  evil  can  well  be  imagined,  than  violent  and 
sudden  changes  of  the  laws  on  any  subject,  and  where  such 
changes  are  of  a  nature  to  affect  immediately  the  welfare  of 
individuals,  they  can  only  be  excused  by  the  severest  neces- 
sity. The  force  of  this  consideration  has  been  heretofore  ac 
knowledged,  even  by  the  opponents  of  the  protecting  policy, 
and  was  kept  in  view  in  all  previous  projects  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties.  It  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  seriously  proposed 
to  effect  at  once  a  reduction  of  large  enough  to  destroy  the 
most  flourishing  establishments,  and  to  carry  desolation 
through  the  whole  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  bill,  considered  merely  as  a 
change  in  the  economical  policy  of  the  government.  The  ob- 
jections to  it,  which  your  committee  have  stated  in  the  most 
concise  form,  but  which  are  too  familiar  to  the  public  mind, 
not  to  occur  at  once  with  all  the  necessary  development  to 
every-  one,  are  plain,  obvious,  palpable.  They  cannot,  it 
would  seem,  be  overlooked  or  disregarded  by  any  sincere  and 
enlightened  friend  of  the  country.  Strong  as  they  are,  they 
are,  however,  if  possible,  inferior  in  importance  to  those 
which  are  suggested  by  a  view  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  bill  is  proposed. 

2.  Considering  the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  offered, 
the  bill  amounts  to  a  proposal  to  surrender  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  whole  people  to  the  menaces  of  a  single  state, 
and  the  passage  of  it  into  a  law  would  seriously  compromise 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  government. 

A  few  months  only  have  elapsed,  since  the  present  Congress, 
with  great  consideration,  and  after  many  months  of  long  and 
anxious  debate,  passed  an  impost  law,  which  was  to  take  ef- 
fect from  and  after  the  first  day  of  next  March,  and  which  has 
of  course  not  yet  gone  into  operation.  No  law  has  ever  been 
passed  in  this  country,  upon   which  the  people  at  large  or 
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their  representatives  in  Congress,  have  bestowed  more  time, 
labor,  and  attention,  than  upon  this.  Two  great  conventions 
were  successively  held,  masses  of  materials  in  the  form  of 
reports  and  statistical  documents  were  collected,  and  months 
of  debate  were  employed  in  bringing  it  to  perfection.  It  was  a 
law  of  reduction — constructed  on  the  professed  principle  of 
compromise,  with  a  view  of  satisfying,  by  every  reasonable 
concession,  the  discontents  of  the  South.  It  was  adopted 
by  an  unusually  large  and  gratifying  majority,  composed  of 
moderate  men  of  all  parties.  The  repeal  of  a  law  made  with 
so  much  labor  and  caution,  before  it  has  even  gone  into  opera- 
tion, is  a  measure,  which  could  obviously  be  justified  only  by 
3om.e  very  important  political  event  occurring  in  the  inter- 
val. It  is  a  measure  which  in  the  nature  of  things  would 
never  be  proposed,  excepting  as  a  consequence  of  some  such 
change.  "What  event,  then,  has  occurred,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  impost  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  a  na- 
ture to  lead  to  such  a  proposal? 

The  only  event  which  has  taken  place  since  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  that  has  any  bearing  at  all  on  the  subject,  is 
the  declaration  of  the  South  Carolina  convention,  that  that 
state  would  secede  from  the  Union  unless  the  protecting  pol- 
icy be  forthwith  abandoned.  The  bill,  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
proposes  the  immediate  abandonment  of  the  protecting  policy. 
Does  it  require  any  argument  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  re- 
port of  this  bill  is  one  of  the  results  of  the  South  Carolina 
conventions?  Does  it  require  any  argument  to  shew,  that 
the  passage  of  such  a  bill,  reported  under  such  circumstances, 
into  a  law,  would  be  as  inconsistent  with  the  honor  as  it 
would  be  with  the  interest  of  the  country? 

Your  committee  think  not,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  of  great 
importance  that  the  opinion  of  this  General  Court  should  be 
distinctly  and  promptly  expressed  upon  the  subject,  they  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  resolves. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

A.  H.  EVERETT,  Chairman. 

Resolves, 

In  relation  to   a  bill   now   pending  in  the   Congress  of  the 

United   States. 

Whereas,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  have  reported  a  bill 
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for  the  further  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imported  goods,  the 
passage  of  which  into  a  law  would  materially  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth;    and 

Whereas,  it  is  important  that  the  opinion  of  the  General 
Court  should  be  expressed  upon  the  subject,  in  order  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  commonwealth  may  be 
better  enabled  to  understand,  and  give  effect  to  the  wishes 
of  their  constituents;     Therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, That  the  passage  into  a  law  of  the  bill  for  the  further 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  imported  goods,  now  pending  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  would 
prostrate  the  principal  branches  of  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures, destroy  our  agricultural  enterprize,  paralyze  our  com- 
merce and  fisheries,  and  condemn  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin 
thousands  of  our  most  industrious  and  enterprizing  citizens, 
and  materially  affect,  in  the  most  injurious  manner,  the  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  usage  and  the  duty  of  enlightened 
and  prudent  governments  to  proceed  with  great  deliberation 
in  their  legislation  on  all  important  subjects,  and  that  no 
greater  political  evil  can  well  be  imagined,  than  frequent  and 
rapid  changes  of  the  laws,  especially  such  as  affect  the  prop- 
erty and  industry  of  the  citizens: — that  for  Congress,  after 
having  recently  revised  the  revenue  laws  with  great  consid- 
eration, and  made  a  new  arrangement  of  them  by  an  unex- 
pectedly large  and  satisfactory  majgrity,  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject again  before  the  new  law  has  even  gone  into  operation, 
and  at  a  short  session  when  the  little  time  at  their  disposal 
is  plainly  insufficient  for  a  careful  examination  of  it,  would 
be  a  proceeding  manifestly  at  variance  with  the  plainest  rules 
of  discretion,  and  only  to  be  justified  by  the  intervention  of 
some  very  great  change  in  the  political  situation  of  the  coun- 
try. 

3.  Resolved,  That  since  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  which  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation, 
no  change  has  occurred  in  the  political  situation  of  the  coun- 
try of  a  nature  to  affect  the  action  of  the  government  upon 
the  subject,  except  the  assembling,  and  acts  of  the  South 
Carolina  convention,  by  which  that  state  threatens  to  secede 
from  the  Union,  unless  the  protecting  policy  be  immediately 
abandoned;  and  that  these  proceedings,  far  from  affording 
a  suflacient  motive  for  new  legislation  on  the  subject  at  the 
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present  moment,  would  form  of  themselves  a  strong  objection 
to  it;  that  no  moment  could  well  be  imagined  less  favorable 
for  a  cool  and  dispassionate  examination  of  any  general 
subject,  than  one  in  which  it  should  be  accidentally  embar- 
rassed by  a  particular  incident  of  a  novel,  dangerous  and 
irritating  character,  and  that  a  prudent,  firm,  and  patriotic 
government  would  on  no  account  expose  the  great  interests 
of  the  people  to  the  risk  which  they  would  run,  by  being 
debated  and  decided  upon  in  the  midst  of  civil  commotions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  bill  now  reported  by  the  coihmittee  of 
ways  and  means,  is  not  merely  an  injudicious  and  impolitic 
attempt  to  legislate,  under  circumstances  unfavorable  to  a 
calm  and  cool  consideration  of  the  subject,  but  wears  upon 
the  face  of  it  the  aspect  of  submission,  and  that  it  grants 
substantially  what  South  Carolina  demands;  that,  taking  into 
view,  in  connexion  with  its  tenor  and  objects,  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  brought  forward,  and  pressed  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  it  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  a  pro- 
posal to  sacrifice,  and  that  in  a  precipitate  manner,  incon- 
sistent with  our  ideas  of  national  honor  and  dignity,  the 
rights  and  property  of  twenty-three  of  the  states  to  the  men- 
aces of  one. 

5.  Resolved,  That  while  we  cannot  for  a  moment  antici- 
pate the  possibility  of  the  passage  into  a  law  of  a  bill  of  this 
description,  in  a  Congress  which,  within  a  few  months,  has, 
by  a  large  majority,  pledged  itself  to  the  policy  which  it  is 
now  propesed  to  abolish,  we  yet  deem  it  our  duty  formally  to 
protest  against  the  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed,  as 
subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  derogatory 
to  the  national  honor,  and  involving  a  gross  and  palpable 
abuse  of  power  in  the  government. 

6.  Resolved,  That  whilst  the  people  of  this  commonwealth, 
in  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  of  fraternal  conciliation,  are 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  submit  to  such  reasonable  changes  of 
national  policy,  as  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  whole  coun- 
try shall  require  from  the  common  good,  they  are  not  bound 
silently  to  acquiesce  in  destructive  revolutions  in  the  princi- 
ples, and  policy,  effected  by  threats  of  violence  through  the 
forms,  but  in  contempt  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  con- 
stitution, 

7.  Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  use  all  the  means  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  from  passing  into  a  law. 
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8.  Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolves,  with  the  report  pre- 
ceding them,  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
the  commonwealth  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  all 
the  states. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  Concerning  the  South 
Carolina  Ordinance  and  Call  for  a  Convention  of 
the  States,  and  the  President's  Message  Relative 
Thereto. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  state  of  Ohio  certain  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  state  in  relation  to  the  South  Caro- 
lina  Ordinance,  to  the  call  of  a  convention  to  amend 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  procla- 
mation and  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copies  of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 

you. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  6, 1833. 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  February  26,  1833. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio, 
on  the  25th  instant,  to  wit,  A  preamble  and  resolutions  on 
the  subject  of  the  South  Carolina  Ordinance,  resolution  in 
relation  to  the  call  of  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  resolution  relating  to  the  presi- 
dent's proclamation  and   message. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your   obedient   servant, 

ROBERT    LUCAS. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Preamble  and  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  the  South  Carolina 

ordinance. 

Whereas,  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  has  transmitted  to 
this  General  Assembly  the  ordinance  of  the  late  convention 
of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  together  with  the  proceedings 
of  that  body,  whose  object  appears  to  be,  a  resistance  to  the 
collection  of  duties,  imposts,  &c.,  upon  foreign  commodities, 
imported  into  that  state,  by  nullifying  the  acts  of  Congress, 
providing  for  the  levying  and  collecting  such  duties.  And  this 
General  Assembly  cannot  but  view,  with  the  deepest  regret, 
the  avowed  determination  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to  resist  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  the  general  government,  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  the  ordinance  adopted  by  their  late  convention;  and  we 
have  no  doubt  that  such  a  course,  if  persisted  in,  must  in- 
evitably lead  to  consequences  the  most  disastrous  and  ruin- 
ous to  the  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country. 

Being  connected  as  we  are  with  our  brethren  of  South  Car- 
olina by  the  strongest  ties  of  consanguinity,  and  endeared  by 
the  mutual  reciprocity  of  friendly  intercourse  and  national 
attachment,  and  being  sensible  of  the  importance  of  our  con- 
nection as  states  belonging  to  the  same  Federal  Union,  w§ 
cannot  but  deprecate  every  effort  or  measure  which  is  calcu- 
lated, in  the  remotest  degree  to  operate  to  the  severance  of 
any  of  those  ties,  or  render  doubtful  the  permanent  existence 
of  our  confederacy.  And  entertaining  as  we  do  the  most  ex- 
plicit confidence  in  the  wisdom,  justice  and  integrity  of  the 
general  government,  we  are  well  persuaded  that  no  partial 
evil  would  be  permitted  to  exist  in  any  particular  section  of 
the  Union  should  it  not  be  apparent  that  such  evil  was  fully 
overbalanced  by  a  general  benefit  afforded  by  the  same  policy 
out  of  which  that  evil  was  found  to  spring  up.  Such  evils, 
if  such  exist,  we  should  endeavor  to  remedy  in  a  spirit  of 
moderation  and  good  faith,  to  the  end  that  the  unparalleled 
prosperity  of  the  whole  Union,  unequalled  as  it  is  in  the  his- 
tory of  civilized  man,  may  not  be  intercepted  or  paralized 
in  any  of  its  parts. 

Believing  that  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  this  re- 
public mainly  depend  upon  the  general  peace  and  harmony 
which  ought  to  exist  among  the  several  states,  and  that  all 
should  ever  keep  in  view  the  adopted  maxim  "united  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall;"  we  feel  it  a  duty,  therefore,  as  Amer- 
ican citizens,  to  cling  with  pertinacity  to  the  constitution  of 
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the  United  States,  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union  of 
the  states.  We  cannot,  therefore,  view  with  indifference,  much 
less  can  we  lend  our  aid  to  any  measure  which  is  calculated 
to  disturb  the  integrity  of  that  Union. 

Resolved,  therefore,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  that  we  view  with  the  deepest  regret  the  unhappy 
movements  and  apparent  determination  of  the  late  conven- 
tion of  the  people  of  South  Carolina  to  nullify  the  laws  of  the 
general  government,  made  in  conformity  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Federal  Union  exists  in  a  solemn  com- 
pact entered  into  by  the  voluntary  consent  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,' and  of  each  and  every  state,  and  that  there- 
fore no  state  can  claim  the  right  to  secede  from  or  violate 
that  compact,  and  however  grievous  may  be  the  supposed  or 
real  burthens  of  a  state,  the  only  legitirriate  remedy  is  in  the 
wise  and  faithful  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  the 
solemn   responsibility  of   the   public    agents. 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrine  that  a  state  has  the  power  to 
nullify  a  law  of  the  general  government,  is  revolutionary  in 
its  character,  and  is  in  its  nature  calculated  to*  overthrow 
the  great  temple  of  American  liberty; — such  a  course  cannot 
absolve  that  allegiance  which  the  people  of  this  Union  owe 
to  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  in  levying  and  collecting  duties,  imposts 
and  excises  whilst  the  general  good  should  be  the  primary 
object,  a  special  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  end,  that  the 
interest  and  prosperity  of  every  section  of  the  country  should 
be  equally  consulted,  and  its  burthens  proportionably  dis- 
tributed. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  object  of  the  American  people 
should  be,  to  cherish  the  most  ardent  attachment  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  Union;  and  as  a  first  and  para- 
mount object  of  a  free  people  we  should  use  every  honor- 
able means  to  preserve  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  (the)  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Executives  of  the  several 
states. 

February   25th,   1833. 
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Resolution 

In  relation  to  a  call  of  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution 

of    the    United    States. 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly  it  is  expedient 
at  the  present  time  to  apply  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  a  call  of  a  convention  of  the  people  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  to  call  a  convention  of 
the  states  to  consider  and  define  questions  of  disputed  powers 
which  may  have  arisen  between  any  state  of  this  confederacy 
and  the  general   government. 

Resolved,  further  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  be 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing 
resolution  to  each  of  the  Executives  of  the  several  states 
of  this  Union,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislatures  thereof. 

February  25th,  1S33. 

Resolution 
Relating  to  the  President's  proclamation  and  message. 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the "  state  of  Ohio, 
That  this  Legislature  do  cordially  approve  of  the  exposition 
of  the  principles  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
touching  the  pernicious  doctrines  of  nullification  and  secession 
set  forth  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  tenth  of  December  last,  and  in  his  late  message 
to  Congress,  and  that  this  Legislature  do  also  feel  the  strong- 
est assurance  that  the  principles  contained  in  that  exposition, 
will  be  firmly  sustained  by  the  people  of  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Executive  of  each  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
each  one  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Resignation  of  John 
Wallace,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Allegheny 
County. 

Gentlemen: 

AN  ADDRESS  RECENTLY  ADOPTED  BY  THE 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  lias  been 
presented  to  me,  requesting  the  removal  of  John 
Wallace,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Allegheny  county, 
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from  office.  It  is  proper  that  the  Senate  aad  House 
of  Kepresentatives  should  be  informed  that  John  Wal- 
lace, by  a  letter,  dated  at  Pittsburg,  the  fourth  of 
March,  instant,  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  for  Pitt  and  Wilkins  townships, 
in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  to  the  Executive,  and  that 
the  said  resignation  has  been  accepted;  which,  it  is 
believed,  supercedes  the  necessity  of  further  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to'  that  subject. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  20,  1833. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Legislative 
Documents  of  the  State  of  New  York  concerning 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  the  People 
of  South  Carolina. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  KEOEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  state  of  New  York,  a  communication  enclosing 
a  report  of  a  joint  committee  from  the  Senate  and 
Assembly  of  that  state,  together  with  joint  resolutions, 
passed  by  those  two  branches  of  its  Legislature,  r-hi- 
tive  to  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  South  Carolina,  which  I  am  requested  to  lay  before 
you. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  20,  1833. 

State  of  New  York, 
Executive   Department, 
Albany  March  6,  1833. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
of    the    state,    and    joint    resolutions    passed    by    fhese    two 
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branches   of  the  Legislature,   relative   to  the  proceedings   of 
a  convention  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 
His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Report. 

The  right  claimed  by  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  to  make 
void  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  her  territory,  is 
so  fully  set  forth  in  the  Ordinance  and  Documents  before  the 
Legislature,  and  so  well  understood,  that  a  precise  statement, 
in  this  report,  of  its  nature  and  extent,  would  be  superfluous. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  claim,  thus  set  up, 
with  the  attention  due  to  the  high  respectability  of  the  source 
from  which  it  emanated,  and  to  the  very  grave  consequences 
that  would  unavoidably  result  from  its  establishment;  and 
they  concur  with  the  Governor  in  regarding  it  as  a  pretension, 
"not  merely  unauthorised  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  fatally  repugnant  to  all  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  framed." 

The  unfounded  nature  of  the  authority  asserted  by  South 
Carolina,  has  been  so  clearly  demonstrated  in  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
published  by  order  of  the  Legislature,  and  now  on  its  files; 
and  is  so  fully  confirmed  by  the  concurring  opinions  of  the 
people  of  every  other  state  in  the  Union;  that  it  cannot  be 
necessary  that  the  committee  should  attempt  to  shed  any 
additional  light  upon  a  subject,  in  respect  to  which  the  argu- 
ment may,  with  so  much  truth,  be  said  to  be  exhausted. 

The  committee  respectfully  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  the  following  resolutions: 

State  of  New  York, 
In  Senate,  February  16th,  1833. 

Resolved  (if  the  Assembly  concur).  That  we  approye  of  the 
general  views  and  conclusions  of  the  preceding  report. 

Resolved  (if  the  Assembly  concur),  That  we  regard  the  Union 
of  these  States  as  indispensable  to  their  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness; that  we  participate  fully  in  the  desire  which  has 
been  manifested  by  the  President  to  restore  harmony  and  con- 
ciliate affection  amongst  all  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
by  a  seasonable  and  equitable  modification  of  the  Tariff,  adapt- 
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ing  it  to  the  present  condition  of  the  country;  that  we  approve 
the  measures  he  has  adopted  and  recommended  to  sustain  the 
authority  and  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  the  government  and  people  of  this  state  will  cordially  co- 
operate with  him  in  the  exercise  of  all  the  means  which  may 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  those  objects. 

Resolved  (if  the  Assembly  concur),  That  we  regard  the 
right  of  a  single  state  to  make  void  within  its  limits  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  as  set  forth  in  the  Ordinance  of  South 
Carolina,  as  wholly  unauthorised  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  its  tendency  subversive  of  the  Union 
and  the  Government  thereof. 

Resolved  (if  the  Assembly  concur).  That  we  do  dissent 
from  the  doctrine,  that  a  single  state  has  a  right  to  withdraw 
itself  from  the  Union  against  the  wishes  of  its  co-states,  when- 
ever in  its  sole  judgment  the  acts  of  the  Federal  Government 
shall  be  such  as  to  justify  the  step. 

Resolved  (if  the  Assembly  concur).  That  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  ami  reso- 
lutions to  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and 
to  the  Executives  of  the  other  states  respectively,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  be  communicated  to  the  Legislatures  thereof, 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

State  of  New  York, 
In  Assembly,  February  23d,  1833. 
Resolved,    That  this  House  do  concur  with  the  Senate  in 
their  said  resolutions. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Papers  from  Alabama  Con- 
cerning the  Tariff  and  other  Proceedings  of  South 
Carolina. 

Gentlemen: 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  TO  THE  GENERAL  As- 
sembly, copies  of  a  communfeation  received  from 
the  Governor  of  the  state  of  Alabama/  enclosing 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  that  state  in 
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relation  to  the  tariff  and  the  recent  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  South  Carolina. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  21,  1833.  • 

Executive    Department, 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  February  28,  1833. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  annexed  resolu- 
tions and  recommendations,  with  the  request  that  your  Excel- 
lency will  submit  them  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 
With   high   consideration, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  obedient   servant, 

JOHN  GAYLE. 

Report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the 
Governor,  as  relates  to  the  Tariff,  to  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection and  to  the  doctrine  of  Nullification. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
message  of  the  Governor  as  relates  to  the  tariff,  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection  and  to  the  doctrine  of  nullification,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me 
to  report  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  they  respectfully 
submit  to  the  House  for  its  adoption. 

Your  committee  deeply  impressed  with  the  present  alarm- 
ing crisis  in  our  history,  have  given  to  the  subject  that  pro- 
found consideration,  which  its  paramount  importance  so 
justly  demands. 

So  much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  submitted 
to  them,  that  they  may  be  said  to  be  exhausted,  and  they  will 
theuefore  submit  a  very  few  remarks  prefatory  to  the  resolu- 
tions, which  they  recommend  to  the  adoption  of  the  House. 

In  a  country  of  such  vast  extent  as  the  United  States,  em- 
bracing such  a  variety  of  soil,  climate  and  products,  and  in- 
habited by  a  people  whose  pursuits  are  as  various  as  the  cli- 
mate under  which  they  live;  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
government  to  force  manufactures  into  existence,  by  govern- 
mental bounties,  must  of  necessity  operate  unequally,  and 
therefore  be  unjust. 

If  it  be  a  truth,  not  now  to  be  questioned,  that  no  govern- 
ment can  justly  take  from  one  portion  of  its  citizens  a  part 
of  their   property,   to   benefit   another,   it   is   more   especially 
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unjust  in  a  country  like  ours,  composed  of  different  states, 
who  are  united  in  one  common  bond,  only  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence,  of  promoting  the  general 
welfare,  and  securing  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves 
and  prosperity.  For  these  purposes  this  union  was  formed, 
and  it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  those  who  consented  to  it, 
intended  by  implication  and  construction  to  confer  on  the 
general  government  powers  destructive  of  their  happiness  and 
best  interest.  Laws  having  their  operation,  and  professing 
to  derive  their  authority  from  the  constitution  under  which 
being  opposed  to  the  true  interests  of  every  section  of  the  re- 
public, and  unjust  in  their'  operation  on  the  Southern  States, 
even  if  sustained  by  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  are  con- 
trary to  its  spirit  and  at  war  with  the  greatest  scope  and  tenor 
of  that  instrument. 

It  cannot  be  believed,  that  if  the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tution had  assigned  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  as  the  right 
to  create  and  protect  domestic  manufactures,  by  a  system  of 
high  duties,  that  it  would  have  been  left  to  inference  or  im- 
plication; its  framers  therefore  could  not  have  intended  that 
such  a  power  should  be  exercised.  This  reasoning  is  founded 
on,  and  these  results  drawn  from  the  instrument  itself;  but 
in  addition  thereto,  contemporaneous  history  informs  us,  that 
in  the  convention  wh'cli  framed  the  constitution,  it  was  pro- 
posed in  various  modes  to  give  that  power  to  Congress,  and 
refused. 

It  is  the  exercise  of  this  power,  which  a  large  majority  of 
the  South  believe  to  be  against  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  no  inconsiderable  number,  contrary  to  its  express  letter, 
which  has  driven  them  to  consider  their  government  as  for- 
eign to  their  interests  and  alien  to  their  feelings.  Instead 
of  looking  up  to  it  with  pride  and  veneration,  as  the  world's 
last  hope,  and  as  the  favorite  resort  of  freedom,  no  incon- 
siderable portion  of  the  South  have  begun  to  estimate  its 
value;  and  to  contemplate  even  disunion  itself,  as  an  evil 
less  formidable  than  submission  to  the  exertions  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

And  now  at  this  fearful  crisis,  when  one  of  our  co-states 
has  assumed  the  alarming  attitude  of  declaring  an  act  of 
Congress  void  within  her  limits,  and  the  note  of  preparation 
is  sounded  to  sustain  this  attitude  by  force,  what  shall  Ala- 
bama do?  Our  answer  is,  never  despair  of  our  country.  We 
believe  that  there  is  a  vital  energy,  a  living  principle  inherent 
in  our  constitutions,  and  a  sense  of  justice  residing  in  the 
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bosoms  of  our  fellow  citizens,  which,  when  properly  appealed 
to,  must  succeed:  We  concede  that  our  northern  brethern 
believe  that  they  are  acting  within  the  pale  of  the  constitu- 
tion; but  can  it  be  believed  that  they  will,  by  insisting  on 
the  obnoxious  duties,  peril  the  union  of  these  States,  and  make 
shipwreck  of  the  last  hope  of  mankind?  Can  any  pecuniary 
benefit  compensate  for  results  like  these?  If  blood  be  shed 
in  this  unhallowed  contest,  a  wound  will  be  inflicted  which 
may  never  be  healed;  to  confidence  will  succeed  distrust,  mu- 
tual recriminations,  and  mutual  injuries,  and  the  choicest 
blessings  of  Heaven,  by  the  madness  and  folly  of  man,  will 
be  converted  into  the  most  deadly  poison. 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  views,  we  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions,  which  we  are  satisfied  em- 
body the  opinions  of  our  constituents,  and  in  their  name  pro- 
pose to  our  co-states,  a  federal  convention. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  state  of  Alabama,  in  General  Assembly  convened,  That 
we  consider  the  present  tariff  of  duties,  unequal,  unjust,  op- 
pressive and  against  the  spirit,  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  constitution;  that  if  preserved  in,  its  inevitable  ten- 
dency will  be  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  of  the 
southern  states,  from  the  General  government. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  we  do  not  consider  the 
tariff  if  1832,  as  fastening  upon  the  country,  the  principle  of 
protection,  but  that  we  receive  it  as  the  harbinger  of  better 
times,  as  a  pledge  that  Congress  will  at  no  distant  period, 
abandon  the  principle  of  protection  altogether,  and  reduce  the 
duties  on  imports  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  government, 
levying  those  duties  on  such  articles  as  will  operate  most 
equally  on  all  sections  of  the  Union. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  nullification,  which  some 
of  our  Southern  brethren  recommend  as  the  constitutional 
remedy  for  the  evils  under  which  we  labor,  is  unsound  in 
theory  and  dangerous  in  practice;  that  as  a  remedy  it  is  un- 
constitutional and  essentially  revolutionary,  leading  in  its 
consequences  to  anarchy  and  civil  discord,  and  finally  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  we  earnestly  intreat  the 
people  of  this  state,  not  to  distrust  the  justice  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  to  rest  satisfied,  though  long  delayed, 
it  will  certainly  be  accorded  to  them.  And  above  all  things, 
to  avoid  those  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  remedies  pro- 
posed for  their  imitation  and  adoption,  no  matter  how  spe- 
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cious  their  exterior,  which  may  lea^  to  bloodshed  and  dis- 
union, and  will  certainly  end  in  anarchy  and  civil  discord. 
And  at  the  same  time,  we  most  solemnly  adjure  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  name  of  our  common  country  to 
abandon  the  exercise  of  those  dubious  and  constructive  pow- 
ers, claimed  under  the  constitution,  the  assertion  of  which 
has  produced  jealousy,  excitement  and  dissatisfaction  to  the 
government,  and  if  persevered  in,  will  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, dissolve  this  Union.  By  this  means,  and  by  this  alone, 
can  we  be  prevented  from  fulfilling  our  high  destinies,  and 
our  onward  march  to  greatness  be  arrested. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  as  we  have  now,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  our  country,  presented  to  us  the 
appalling  spectacle  of  one  of  the  states  of  this  Union  array- 
ing herself  ^gainst  the  General  Government,  and  declaring 
sundry  acts  of  Congress  void  and  of  no  effect  within  her  lim- 
its, presenting  to  Congress  the  alternative  of  repealing  the 
obnoxious  laws  or  permitting  her  secession  from  the  Union,  and 
preparing  by  an  armed  forced  to  sustain  the  position  she  has 
Assumed;  and  as  we  cannot  silently  look  on  and  witness  the 
failure  of  the  high  raised  hopes  and  just  expectations  of  those 
patriots  who  cemented  our  liberty  with  their  blood:  There- 
fore, as  a  last  resort,  v/e  recommend  to  our  co-states  the 
calling  of  Federal  ccnvention,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington on  the  first  of  March,  1834,  or  at  such  other  and  place 
as  may  be  agreed  on,  which  shall  be  authorised  to  derive  and 
recommend  such  plan  which  will  satisfy  the  discontents  of 
the  south,  either  by  an  explicit  denial  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  protect  domestic  industry  by  duties  on  imports  laid 
for  protection,  or  by  defining  and  restricting  the  power  afore- 
said within  certain  prescribed  limits,  and  making  such 
other  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  constitution  as  time 
and  experience  have  discovered  to  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  desired  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Executive  of  each  of  the  states,  with  a  request 
that  the  same  may  be  communicated  to  the  Legislatures 
thereof. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Governor  furnish  a  copy  of  said 
resolutions,  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  12th,  1833. 
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Recommendations  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  state 
of   South  Carolina,  and  to  the   different  states. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  state  of  Alabama  have  re- 
ceived and  considered  with  absorbing  interest,  the  late  Ordi- 
nance of  South  Carolina,  with  the  Address  of  the  co-states 
accompanying  the  same,  together  with  the  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  consequent  thereon.  The 
attitude  assumed  by  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  through  its  Chief  Magistrate, 
forbodes  a  crisis  which  threatens  the  peace  of  society  and  the 
harmony  of  the  Union,  and  which  should  be  deplored  by  every 
one  who  loves  his  country  and  liberty.  The  existence  of  our 
constitution  and  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  require  the  in- 
stant exertion  of  that  patriotism,  forbearance  and  virtue, 
which  have  hitherto  characterised  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment. Omitting,  on  this  occasion,  to  enter  into  the  causes 
which  have  produced  the  present  afflicting  posture  between 
one  state  and  Federal  Government,  this  General  Assembmly 
now  affectionately  and  solemnly  appeals  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  for  that  for- 
bearance, patriotism  and  virtue,  which  alone  can  restore,  by 
mutual  sacrifice  of  opinion,  harmony,  peace  and  prosperity  to 
our  common  country.  The  only  bonds  of  our  union,  and  the 
sole  preservatives  of  rational  and  constitutional  liberty,  are 
a  strict  adherence  on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities, 
to  the  principles  of  our  government,  the  affection  of  the  people 
for  that  government,  and  a  firm  persuasion  of  the  equality 
and  justice  of  its  administration,  aided  by  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance on  the  part  of  those  states  who  may  depend  from  the 
opinions  of  the  majority. 

To  this  end,  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama  recommend 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  speedy  modification 
of  the  tariff  laws  in  such  manner  as  to  equalise  their  bur- 
thens, and  cause  only  so  much  revenue  to  be  collected  as  will 
be  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  in  its 
constitutional  and  economical  administration.  This  assem- 
bly further  recommends  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
as  she  has  already  done  to  her  co-states,  the  call  of  a  fed- 
eral convention,  to  propose  such  amendments  to  our  federal 
constitution  as  may  seem  necessary  and  proper,  to  restrain 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from  exerting  the  taxing 
power  for  the  substantive  protection  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures.    This  Assembly  further  earnestly  recommends  to  the 
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state  of  South  Carolina,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  her  late 
Ordinance,  that  the  unfortunate  collision  of  powers  between 
that  state  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  be 
amicably  adjusted,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  impair  the  rights 
and  powers  granted  to  the  General  Government,  or  retained 
and  reserved  to  the  states  or  the  people,  by  the  constitution. 
This  General  Assembly  further  urgently  recommends  to  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  military 
power  in  enforcing  her  Ordinance,  or  in  resisting  the  execu- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States.  And  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  with  equal  earnestness,  recommends  to  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  to  exercise  moderation,  and 
to  employ  only  such  means  as  are  peaceful  and  usual  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  General  Assembly  of  this 
state  further  recommends  to  her  co-states,  to  concur  with 
this  state  in  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  of  this  state  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  recommendations,  to  the 
Executive  authorities  of  each  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  to  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  with  instructions  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  12,  1833. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  Concerning  the 
Doctrine  of  Nullification. 

Gentlemen: 

A   COMMUNICATION    HAS    BEEN    EECEIVED 
from  the  Executive  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  en- 
closing certain  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  state,  expressive  of  their  attachment  to  the  Union 
and  disapproving,  in  unqualified  terms  of  the  doctrine 
of  nullification,  copies  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  25,  1833. 

Executive   Office,   Mississippi, 
Jackson,   February  6th,  1833. 
Sir — The   resolutions   which   I  have   the   honor   herewith   to 
enclose,  are  forwarded  in  compliance  with  a  requisition  made 


io6  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

on  me  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  with  a  request  that 
your  Excellency  will  lay  them  before  the  Legislature  of  the 
state  over  which  you  preside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  SCOTT. 

To  His   Excellency,   George  Wolf,   Governor  of  the   state  of 

Pennsylvania: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  "so  much  of 
the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  resolutions  from  the 
states  of  Louisiana,  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Pennsylva- 
nia with  the  accompanying  documents,"  beg  leave  to  report: 
That  they  have  had  them  under  consideration,  and  would 
recommend,  in  regard  to  the  resolution  first  flamed,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution. 

In  relation  to  the  resolutions  from  the  states  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Pennsylvania,  and  that  portion  of  the 
message  which  points  to  the  consideration,  your  committee 
would  express  the  belief  that  the  sentiments  ot  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  state,  in  regard  to  the  subjects  to  which 
they  relate,  are  in  accordance  with  those  expressed  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  the  year  1829,  declaring  the  tariff  law 
of  1828,  so  far  as  it  contemplated  a  system  of  protection 
carried  beyond  the  manufacture  of  'such  articles  as  are  nec- 
essary to  the  national  defence,  to  be  "contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  impolitic  and  oppres- 
sive in  its  operation  on  the  Southern  States,  and  should  be 
resisted  by  all  constitutional  means."  But  fearful  lest  false 
inferences  should  be  drawn  from  this  expression  of  public 
opinion;  inferences,  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  this 
state  is  prepared  to  advocate  and  uphold  the  disorganizing 
doctrines  recently  promulgated  in  South  Carolina,  your  com- 
mittee deem  it  their  duty  to  speak  plainly,  and  to  undeceive 
their  sister  states  in  this  respect.  We  are  opposed  to  nulli- 
fication. We  regard  it  as  a  heresy,  fatal  to  the  existence  of 
the  Union.  "It  is  resistance  to  law  force — it  is  disunion  by 
force — it  is  civil  war."  Your  committee  are  constrained  to 
express  the  opinion,  that  the  state  of  South  Carolina  has  acted 
with  a  reckless  precipitancy  (originating,  wo  would  willingly 
believe,  in  delusion),  well  calculated  to  detract  from  her  former 
high  character  for  wisdom  in  council,  purity  of  patriotism, 
and  a  solicitous  regard  for  the  preservation  of  those  funda- 
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mental  principles,  on  which  alone  rest  the  peace,  the  pros- 
perity, and  permanency  of  the  Union.  Your  committee  deeply 
deplore  ,the  alarming  crisis  in  our  national  affairs;  they 
regret  it  the  more  as  proceeding  from  the  unwarrantable  atti- 
tude assumed  by  a  sister  of  the  south  whose  best  interests  are 
identified  with  our  own.  In  the  spirit  of  brethren  of  the  same 
family,  we  would  invoke  them  to  pause — to  harken  attentively 
to  the  paternal,  yet  ominous  warning  of  the  executive  of  the 
Union.  We  would  conjure  them  to  await  patiently  the  gradual 
progress  of  public  opinion;  and  to  rely  with  patriotic  confi- 
dence on  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  talented  statesmen  and 
pure  patriots  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  But  they 
would  also  loudly  proclaim  that  this  state  owes  a  duty  to 
the  Union,  above  all  minor  considerations.  That  she  prizes 
that  Union  less  than  liberty  alone.  That  we  heartily  accord 
in  the  general  political  sentiments  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  expressed  in  his  recent  proclamation;  and, 
that  we  stand  firmly  resolved,  at  whatever  sacrifice  of  feeling, 
in  all  events,  and  at  every  hazard  to  sustain  bim  in  enforcing 
the  paramount  laws  of  the  land,  and  preserving  the  integrity  of 
the  Union,  that  Union  whose  value  we  will  never  stop  to 
calculate;  holding  it  as  our  fathers  held  it,  precious  above  all 
price.  Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions. 

Be  it  resolved,  by  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
That  in  the  language  of  the  father  of  his  country,  we  will  "in- 
dignantly frown  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to 
alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  en- 
feeble the  ties  which  link  together  its  various  parts." 

2.  Resolved,  That  that  doctrine  of  Nullification,  is  contrary 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  in  direct  con- 
flict with  the  welfare,  safety  and  independence  of  every  state 
in  the  Union;  and  to  no  one  of  them  would  its  consequences 
be  more  deeply  disastrous,  more  ruinous  than  to  the  state  of 
Mississippi;  that  state  in  which  are  concentrated  our  dear- 
est interests;  around  which  cling  our  most  tender  ties;  the 
fair  land  of  our  nativity  or  adoption;  the  haven  of  our  hopes, 
the  home  of  our  hearts. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  will,  with  heart  and  hand,  sustain 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  full  exercise  of  his 
legitimate  powers,  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  our  dis- 
tracted country,  and  to  maintain  unsullied  and  unimpaired,  the 
honor,  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Union. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  required  to   transmit  a  copy  of  the  last  resolutions, 
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with  the  preamble,  to  our  Senators  and  representatives,  in 
Congress,  also  to  the  Governors  of  the  different  states,  with 
a  request  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  their  respective 
legislatures. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An"  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Farmers'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  of  Dela- 
ware County." 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  EXAMINED  AND  MATURELY  CONSID- 
ered  bill  No.  27,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  of  Delaware 
county,"  and  sincere  as  my  desire  is  to  concur  with  the 
General  Assembly,  in  all  their  acts  and  measures  not 
prohibited  by  the  constitution,  nor  essentially  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  interests,  or  which  exhibit  ques- 
tions of  expediency  only;  I  am  nevertheless  constrain- 
ed to  withhold  my  assent  from  the  bill  in  question, 
under  a  firm  conviction,  that  if  no  immediate  benefit 
shall  result  to  the  community  in  which  we  live,  from 
my  non-concurrence,  I  shall,  at  least,  have  the  satis- 
faction to  know,  that  I  have  done  my  endeavor  to  save 
that  community  from,  what  I  conscientiously  believe 
to  be,  an  alarming  and  much  to  be  dreaded  evil  now 
manifesting  itself,  in  an  excited  but  morbid  spirit  for 
banking  and  its  concomitant  speculation,  generally 
ending,  as  experience  has  heretofore  taught  us,  in  a 
state  of  depression,  distress  and  ruin.  T  have  there- 
fore directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  the  bill  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which 
it  originated,  with  the  following  reasons  for  my  dis- 
sent. 

First — The  Bank  of  Delaware  county,  established  at 
Chester,  in  that  county,  by  the  act  of  1814,  with  a 
capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  which  the 
sum  of  seventy-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  ten 
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dollars,  only,  has  been  called  for  and  paid  in  by  tbe 
stockholders,  is  believed  to  be  entirely  adequate  to 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people,  and  to  furnish 
all  necessary  accommodations  for  facilitating  and  giv- 
ing a  healthful  and  vigorous  impulse  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  various  branches  of  industry  in  progress 
within  the  county.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  of  the  capita: 
stock  of  that  bank,  a  sum  considerably  greater  than 
the  whole  amount  of  capital  of  the  bank  proposed  to 
be  created  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  has  never 
been  required  to  be  paid  over  by  the  stockholders.  The 
verv  fact,  therefore,  that  so  small  an  amount  of  the 
capital  of  the  exisiting  bank  has  been  called  for  by 
the  directors,  furnishes  strong,  if  not  concli^sive  evi- 
dence, that  a  greater  amount  of  banking  capital  has 
not,  hitherto,  been  considered  necessary  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  people  of  Delaware  county,  and 
that  an  additional  bank  is  not  needed,  and  would 
answer  no  useful  purpose  for  mere  public  accommoda- 
tion; especially  as  the  Bank  of  Delaw^are  county,  by 
calling  in  the  residue  of  its  capital,  may  increase  its 
discounts  and  extend  its  business  beyond  its  present 
operations,  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  that  which 
the  bank  contemplated  by  the  bill  in  question,  would, 
from  its  limited  capital,  be  enabled  to  do. 

Second — If  the  bank  proposed  to  be  established  by 
the  bill  under  consideration  had  stood  alone,  and  en- 
tirely unconnected  with  the  general  press  for  the  in- 
corporation of  similar  institutions,  from  various  pat  Is 
Of  the  state;  manifest  as  it  is  that  it  cannot  be  required 
for  any  useful  purpose,  the  passage  of  the  bill  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  tolerated  upon  the  ground  of  c(;n; 
petition,  or  some  other  plausible  pretext;  but  we  can 
not  shut  our  eyes  against  the  alarming  fact,  thai:  this 
bill  is  but  one  of  a  batch  of  bills  numbering,  it  is  be- 
lic:ved,  not  less  than  twenty-three,  providing  for  the 
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incorporation  of  a  like  number  of  banks,  reporteti  to 
the  Legislature  in  the  course  of  the  present  session; 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the  existing  banking 
capital  within  the  commonwealth,  the  further  sum  of 
six  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  must  be  obvious  to  the  plainest  capacity,  what 
a  state  of  things  such  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
banks  and  to  the  banking  capital  already  in  operation 
within  the  commonwealth,  must  necessarily  produce. 
It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  want  of  banking 
capital,  at  present,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  (exc(  pr 
perhaps  in  some  of  our  manufacturing  communities,) 
to  discount  all  the  good  paper  that  is  offered,  or  to 
afford  any  and  every  accommodation  that  prudence 
would  justify,  or  our  citizens  could  reasonably  require; 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  banks  now  in  operation  in  tiji^ 
commonwealth,  it  is  believed,  are  conducted  upon  cor- 
rect principles,  and  based  upon  solid  foundations  as  to 
capital,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  a  fact,  that  mayy  of 
them  would  gladly  extend  their  discounts,  provided  a 
safe  business  offered.  Under  such  circumstances, 
should  the  proposed  number  of  banks,  or  any  consider- 
able portion  of  them,  be  added  to  those  already  in  ex- 
istence, the  inevitable  consequence  must  be,  that  the 
new  institutions  must  either  remain  altogether  inop- 
erative, or  they  must  invite  business;  which  latter 
would  be  most  likely,  as  they  would  not  be  willing 
to  remain  passive  spectators  of  the  operations  of  their 
more  prosperous  and  successful  neighbors:  Specula- 
tion, in  all  its  destructive  varieties,  would  thus  be  en- 
couraged; a  fictitious,  unsound  value  would  be  given  to 
property;  excessive  issues  of  banking  paper  would  in- 
undate the  country;  a  brief  but  forced  show  of  pros- 
perity would  be  produced;  ending,  as  all  such  ephe- 
meral excitements,  founded  upon  speculation  based 
upon  borrowed  capital  inevitably  must  end,  in  speedy 
depression,  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
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Third — The  currency  of  the  commonwealth  is,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  banking  institutions,  considered  by 
all  as  being  entirely  sound,  uniting,  in  the  language  of 
the  committee  on  banks,  "all  the  requisites  of  a  perfect 
circulating  medium;"  in  that  condition  I  fell  desirous 
it  should  remain,  and  would  therefore  refrain  from 
doing  any  act  by  which  its  healthful  condition  might 
be  endangered,  or  its  character  for  solidity  and  sound- 
ness in  any  manner  tarnished  or  impaired.  An  in- 
crease of  banks  in  situations  where  the  business  of  the 
community  is  not  of  a  character  to  require  it,  would 
lead  to  such  results;  and  as  the  rage  for  such  increase 
seems  to  be  gaining  strength  in  every  part  of  the  state, 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to  preserve  the  state  from 
return  to  a  period  of  ruin  and  distress,  such  as  it  has 
but  recently  escaped  from,  it  is  best  that  the  evil  should 
be  met  and  resisted  in  its  inception,  and  the  country 
saved  from  the  disasters  which  a  temporizing  or  yield- 
ing policy  would  be  sure  to  entail  upon  it.  These  are 
my  own  views  of  this  important  subject,  hastily  thrown 
together.  Should  the  General  Assembly  differ  from 
me  in  opinion,  and  believe  me  to  be  in  error,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  a  constituional  majority  to  set  the  matter 
right. 

I  have  also  examined  and  considered  the  bill  entitled, 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Merchants'  and  Manufac- 
turers' Bank  of  Pittsburg;"  and  believing  that  the  city 
of  Pittsburg  does  require  an  extension  of  its  banking 
capital,  to  afford  the  facilities  and  aids  necessary  to  a 
vigorous  and  prosperous  prosecution  of  the  various 
and  extensive  commercial  and  manufacturing  enter- 
prizes  in  which  its  citizens  are  engaged,  I  have  ap- 
proved and  signed  the  same,  and  directed  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  commonwealth  to  return  it  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  which  it  originated. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  March  29,  1833. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Establish  the 
Farmers'  and  Traders'   Bank  of  Philadelphia." 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH 
the  Farmers'  and  Traders'  bank  of  Philadelphia, 
has  been  laid  before  me,  and  after  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  its  provisions,  and  a  full  and  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it, 
and  the  grounds  upon  which  its  passage  has  been  urged, 
I  regret  that  I  cannot,  by  any  just  process  of  reasoning, 
bring  myself  to  the  conclusion  that  a  bank  in  the  place 
where  this  is  proposed  to  be  located  is  at  all  called  for, 
either  for  public  accommodation,  for  the  advancement 
of  trade,  for  affording  facilities  to  manufacturers,  or 
for  any  other  subject  at  all  commensurate  with  the  dis- 
advantages generally  resulting  to  the  community  from 
a  too  liberal  indulgence  in  the  fascinating  allurements 
to  which  such  institutions  invite. 

There  are  now  no  less  than  sixteen  banks  located  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
with  a  capital  already  paid  in,  if  my  information  is 
correct,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  sum  little 
short  of  eleven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  besides 
a  considerable  portion  of  capital  which  the  stockhold- 
ers may  be  required  to  pay  in,  at  the  option  of  the  di- 
rectors. Four  of  these  institutions  were  authorised 
Co  be  incorporated  by  acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  the  last  session;  the  passage  of  one,  if  not 
two  of  which,  was  then  urged  professedly  with  a  view 
to  the  trade  and  business  upon  the  river  Schuylkill; 
one  of  them,  the  "Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,"  with 
a  capital  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  is  now  in  full 
operation,  and  is  said  to  be  located  within  a  mile  of 
the  very  centre  of  the  business  upon  that  river.  I  am 
not  aware,  and  I  believe  it  is  not  pretended,  that  the 
institution  just  mentioned  is  indisposed,  or  that  it  has 
not  the  ability  to  accommodate  every  interest  and  every 
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brancli  of  business  connected  with  the  Schuylkill 
trade;  and  if  the  individuals  or  companies  engaged  in 
that  traffic,  can  be  accommodated  at  the  Western  Bank 
of  Philadelphia,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  induce- 
ment or  what  necessity  there  can  be  for  establishing  an- 
other bank  in  the  same  neighborhood.  It  will  scarcely 
be  urged,  that  the  location  of  the  Western  Bank  being 
a  mile  from  the  Schuylkill,  the  distance  is  too  great  for 
the  convenient  transaction  of  business;  if  that  should 
really  be  considered  a  serious  objection,  we  need  not 
be  surprised  if  the  Legislature  should  be  called  upon, 
by  and  by,  to  locate  a  bank  at  every  business  man's 
door. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  want  of  banking 
capital  within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  all  the  business  opera- 
tions within  their  limits;  nor  is  there  any  complaint, 
that  I  am  aware  of,  of  a  want  of  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  banks,  to  accommodate  all  such  as  it  would  be 
prudent  or  safe  to  accommodate.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  thing  in 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  to  distinguish  it 
from  that  returned  a  few  days  since,  for  establishing 
the  Farmers'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank,  of  Delaware 
county,  except  that  this  bill  provides  ''that  the  bank 
shall  be  kept  open  by  the  officers  thereof,  beyond  the 
usual  banking  hours,  and  until  within  an  hour  of  the 
going  down  of  the  sun,  on  every  business  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  checks  and  receiving  deposits."  But 
if  the  accommodations  expected  to  be  derived  from  this 
provision  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  should  be 
deemed  essential  to  men  of  business,  the  Legislature, 
in  re-chartering  or  extending  privileges  to  any  of  the 
banks  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  already 
in  existence,  might  make  such  provision  as  would  pro- 
mote that  object.     Upon  the  whole,  I  am  not  aware  of 

a  single  circumstance  connected  with  this  bill,  other 
8— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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than  the  provision  above  referred  to,  that  takes  it  out 
of  the  general  scope  of  the  objections  contained  in  the 
message  accompanying  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Farmers'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  of 
Delaware  county,"  returned  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  to  which  I  would  re- 
spectfully refer  the  General  Assembly.  I  have,  there- 
fore, directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
return  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which  it 
originated,  with  my  objections,  that  such  further  order 
may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  Gene'ral  Assembly  may 
deem  expedient. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  April  3d,  1833.^ 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''  A  Resolution  Relative 
to  the  Payment  of  Certain  Judgments  Against  the 
Commonwealth  for  Injuries  Occasioned  by  the 
Construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal." 

Gentlemen : — 

1HAVE  READ  WITH  ATTENTION  THE  "RESO- 
lution  relative  to  the  s payment  of  certain,  judg- 
ments against  the  commonwealth  for  injuries  oc- 
casioned by  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,"  and  much  as  I  should  dei)recate  a  course  of 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  or  its 
ollicers,  at  variance  with  the  wise  and  just  provision 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declares 
'^that  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation,"  or  that  would  vexa- 
tiously  or  wantonly  delay  individuals  who  have  just 
claims  for  damages  sustained  in  consequence  of  in- 
juries done  to  their  property  by  the  public  works  of 
the  state,  still  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  state  has  rights  also,  that  are  equally  entitled 
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to  the  care  and  protection  of  those  entrused  with  the 
government  of  its  affairs,  with  those  of  its  citizens  indi- 
vidually. I  cannot,  therefore  give  my  assent  to  a  leg- 
islative act  by  which  the  state  shall  be  denied  the  priv- 
ilege of  defending  its  rights  before  the  tribunal  to 
which  it  has  appealed  for  a  fair  and  impartial  decision 
of  the  suits  enumerated  in  the  resolution,  and  be 
charged  in  the  very  summary  manner  pointed  out  by 
that  legislative  act,  with  the  whole  amount  of  the 
claims  mentioned,  without  an  opportunity  of  shewing 
their  exorbitance  or  injustice.  Recurring  to  the  last 
report  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  I  find  that 
their  predecessors  on  the  9th  of  June,  1829,  directed  the 
acting  commissioner  upon  the  Eastern  division,  to 
cause  the  principal  part  in  amount  of  the  unsatisfied 
judgments  against  the  commonwealth  in  the  Common 
Pleas  of  Dauphin  county,  to  be  removed  to  the  Supreme 
court.  It  appears  further,  by  the  same  report,  that 
the  board  on  the.  25th  day  of  September,  1830,  having 
viewed  the  premises,  made  an  attempt  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  6th  April, 
1830,  to  compromise  the  cases  depending  in  Dauphin 
county,  or  a  number  of  them,  and  with  a  view  to  put 
an  end  to  litigation,  ofTered  larger  sums  to  the  claim- 
ants in  the  spirit  of  compromise,  than  they  themselves 
believed  to  be  a  fair  compensation  for  all  the  injuries 
sustained,  which  attempt,  with  the  exception  of  a 
single  case,  proved  abortive.  The  board  state,  as 
ground  for  directing  the  causes,  which  by  some  neglect 
of  the  acting  commissioner,  had  not  been  removed 
under  the  order  of  the  board  of  1829,  to  be  removed  dur- 
ing the  last  year — that  the  judgments,  as  they  express 
it,  were  not  legal  judgments,  and  •that  they  were  satis- 
fied that  the  amount  awarded  in  a  number  of  cases 
exceeded  a  fair  valuation  of  the  injuries  sustained  by 
the  parties,  when  the  advantage  of  the  canal  are  taken 
into  consideration,  and  was  much  greater    than    the 
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amount  paid  and  agreed  to  be  paid  to  others  in  like 
circumstances,  and  that  the  payment  thereof  would 
be  making  unfair  distinctions  between  citizens  claim- 
ing compensation  for  similar  injuries.  It  appears 
therefore,  from  what  has  actually  taken  place,  that 
there  has  been  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
of  governrnent,  to  protract  litigation; — offers  of  com- 
promise were  made  and  rejected,  and  believing,  as  the 
board  of  canal  commissioners  did,  that  the  damages  in 
most  of  the  cases  were  excessive  and  exorbitant,  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth  required  an 
appeal  to  the  only  tribunal  to  which  they  could  apply 
for  a  just  decision  between  the  parties;  as  faithful  of- 
ficers and  guardians  of  the  public  interests  in  this  be- 
half, they  made  their  appeal,  and  having  full  confidence 
in  the  tribunal  to  which  they  have  appealed,  that  jus- 
tice will  be  done,  as  well  to  the  commonwealth  as  to 
the  claimants,  I  feel  desirous  that  the  cases  enumer- 
ated in  the  resolution,  should  remaip  where  they  are 
now  pending,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  and  adjudication.  I  feel  myself 
constrained,  therefore,  to  withhold  my  approval  of  the 
said  resolution,  and  have  directed  the  same  to  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which  it 
originated,  with  the  reason  for  my  dissent,  for  the  fur- 
ther action  of  the  General  Assembly  thereon,  should 
they  deem  it  expedient. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  April  8th,  1833. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  People's  Bank  of  York  Comity." 

Gentlemen: 

FROM  AS  STRICT  AN  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
merits  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorpor- 
ate the  People's  Bank  of  York  county,"  as  the 
pressure  of  important  duties,  during  the  limited  period 
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which  it  has  been  before  me  for  consideration,  would 
permit,  I  cannot  discover  any  thing  which  would  ma- 
terially distinguish  it  from  those  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Delaware 
county,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Traders'  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia, which  I  have  recently  returned,  with  my  ob- 
jections, to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Referring 
you  therefore  in  general  terms  to  the  objections  con- 
tained in  my  communications  accompanying  the  bills 
just  mentioned,  I  have  directed  the  bill  in  question  to 
be  returned,  without  my  approval,  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  which  it  originated,  for  the  further  con- 
sideration of  that  body. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  April  9th,  1833. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Joes  B.  Sutherland 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thority  of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  by  a  return  made 
by  the  Judges  of  the  General 
Election  held  on  the  eighth 
day  of  October  last  in  the  First 
^^^  Congressional  district  of  this 
Commonwealth,  composed  of 
East  and  West  Southwark,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk, 
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Kingsessing,  Blockley,  Penn  township,  Germantown, 
Roxborough  and  Bristol  in  tlie  county  of  Philadelphia, 
under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  February  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  it  appears  that 
Joel  B.  Sutherland  Esquire  was  duly  elected  to  serve 
as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States:  And 
Whereas  in  and  by  one  other  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly passed  the  ninth  day  of  June  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Governor,  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
declare  by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  respective 
persons  returned  to  him  as  duly  elected  in  each  dis- 
trict: Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Joel  B. 
Sutherland  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  this  state  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  to  be  computed  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  last. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  twelfth  day  of  November  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Trimble, 
Deputy  Sec'y. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1833. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

IN   COMMUNICATING   TO   THE    GENERAL   As- 
sembly, information  of  the  state  of  the  Common- 
wealth, I  rejoice,  that  I  am  enabled  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  propitious  circumstances  under  which 
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you  have  met  to  perform  your  Legislative  duties.     Our 
country  still  continues  to  be  the  abode  of  peace;  the 
home  of  freemen ;  the  favored  spot  of  earth  to  which 
the  nations  of  the  world  continue  to  look  as  to  the 
only  abiding  place  of  rational  liberty.     To  the  Ameri- 
can patriot,  when  he  contemplates  the  pre-eminent  ad- 
vantages his  own  country  possesses  over  those  of  every 
other,  in  its  universal  prosperity;  the  extent,  variety, 
and  fertility  of  its  soil;  the  salubrity  of  its  climate;  its 
physical  strength  and  resources,  and  the  unspeakable 
amount  of  human  comfort  and  happiness  it  imparts, 
the  reflection  must  be  peculiarly  gratifying,  that  the 
government  under  which  he  lives,  and  by  which  he  is 
protected,  so  mild  in  its  measures;  so  simple  in  its 
structure;  based  upon  the  will  and  the  affections  of  the 
people;    noiselessly,    but   effectually,    operating   upon 
and  controlling  more  than  twelve  millions  of  citizens, 
native  or  adopted;  its  power  no  where  seen  or  felt,  ex- 
cept in  the  administration  and  the  execution  of  just 
and    equitable    laws,    righteously    administered,    and 
mildly,  but  firmly  enforced,  continues,  after  the  lapse 
of  little  short  of  half  a  century,  to  unfold  the  appro- 
priate energies  inherent  in  its  constitution,  to  with- 
stand all  the  trials  and  difficulties  with  which  it  has 
been  destined  to  contend;  and  that  our  unostentatious 
republican  institutions,  emanating  from  the  people  and 
sustained    by    their    virtue    and    intelligence,    have 
emerged  from  every  onset,  whether  of  foreign  war  or 
domestic  disaffection,  with  such  healthful  manifesta- 
tions of  undiminished  energy  and  vigoir,  as  to  inspire 
renewed  confidence  in  their  stability,  and  to  encourage 
a  belief  in  the  perpetuity  of  their  endurance.     A  pru- 
dent course  of  administration,  extending  its  fostering 
care  and  protecting  influence  into  every  part  of  the 
Union;  that  will  continue  to  cherish  the  great  national 
interests  of  Agriculture,  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
preserving  them  as  much  as  possible  in  a  condition  of 
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prosperous  equality,  neither  fostering  the  one  to  the 
exclusion  of  others,  nor  withholding  aid  and  encourage- 
ment from  either,  when  it  is  needed,  will  contribute 
greatly  towards  producing  so  desirable  a  result. 

In  our  own  Commonwealth,  we  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  every  comfort  that  can  reasonably  be  desired  to 
minister  to  the  wants,  or  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  ra- 
tional creatures.  The  health  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  visitation  in  a  single  quarter  of 
the  State,  has  been  marvellously  preserved;  abundant 
harvests  have  richly  rewarded  the  toil  of  the  husband- 
man, and  a  prosperity,  as  universal  as  it  is  grateful, 
is  the  portion  of  an  industrious,  enterprising  people. 
In  appreciating  these  blessings,  as  we  ought,  fellow 
citizens,  it  becomes  us  to  be  mindful  of  our  obligations 
to  the  beneficent  source  from  whence  they  are  derived, 
and  to  adore,  with  grateful  hearts,  the  goodness  of  Him 
who  so  bountifully  supplies  all  our  wants,  and  graci- 
ously dispenses  to  each  of  us  so  many  unmerited  favors. 

Your  predecessors  having  failed,  at  the  last  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  to  elect  a  Senator,  to  repre- 
sent this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
for  six  years,  from  the  fourth  of  March  last,  the  duty 
will  devolve  upon  you  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  was 
thus  occasioned  and  now  exists;  and  as  the  State  is 
but  partially  represented  in  that  dignified  branch  of 
the  national  Legislature,  now  in  session,  your  early  at- 
tention is  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject. 

In  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  but  few  laws  of 
a  general  nature  will  require  your  attention ;  such,  how- 
ever, of  that  description,  as  will  present  themselves 
for  your  consideration,  will  be  of  general  interest  to 
our  constituents,  and  public  expectation  will  be  dis- 
appointed, if  their  enactment  should  be  neglected  or 
postponed.  With  few  exceptions,  our  civil  and  crim- 
inal codes  are  sufficiently  copious  already,  and  con- 
tain provisions  and  sanctions  abundantly  comprehen- 


George  Wolf.  121 

siye,  as  well  for  the  just  and  equitable  administration 
of  tlie  government  in  all  its  departments^  as  for  the 
protection  of  the  citizen  in  all  his  rights.  The  former 
is  under  a  course  of  revision  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly, 
who,  so  far  as  they  have  progressed  in  the  difficult 
work,  have  given  ample  proof  of  a  determination,  as 
well  as  the  ability,  to  give  the  State  a  code  of  laws 
as  perfect  as  human  industrious,  laborious  research, 
and  legal  skill  combined,  can  make  it,  and  which  will, 
it  is  believed,  require  but  little  more  of  the  action  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  give  it  effect,  than  its  sanc- 
tion and  approval.  Several  reports  have  heretofore 
been  made  by  the  revisers,  in  part,  accompanied  by 
bills,  some  of  which  still  remain  to  be  acted  upon  by 
the  Legislature;  and  being  for  the  most  part  of  much 
general  interest,  it  is  believed,  that  their  enactment 
into  laws  would  conduce  to  the  public  good.  A  fur- 
ther report,  from  the  same  source,  of  other  important 
bills,  may  be  expected'  shortly. 

The  promptitude  with  which  crime  is  detected;  its 
efficient  and  certain  punishment;  the  checks  and  re- 
straints imposed  upon  criminals  by  the  provisions  in- 
troduced into  our  penal  code,  designed  as  well  for  the 
reformation  as  for  the  punishment  of  the  convict,  it  is 
believed  will  always  furnish  as  much  security  to  the 
lives,  the  persons,  and  the  property  of  our  citizens,  as 
can  be  reasonably  expected  from  human  enactments. 
It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly,  that  our  plan  of  peni- 
tentiary reform,  as  practised  in  the  prison  at  Phila- 
delphia, denominated  "The  Eastern  Penitentiary," 
continues  to  elicit  the  approbation  of  all  who  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  its  salutary  influence 
upon  the  unfortunate  convicts,  and  to  answer  the  just 
expectations  of  its  most  ardent  friends.  On  the  first 
day  of  November,  last,  there  were  one  hundred  and 
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thirty-two*  convicts  confined  within  the  cells  of  this 
prison,  of  which  number,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
were  males,  and  four  females.  Fiftv-one  of  these  were 
received  into  the  prison  since  the  first  of  January,  last. 
In  the  management  of  the  institution,  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  its  discipline,  great  praise  is  due  to  those  to 
whom  the  supervision  and  care  of  the  establishment 
is  confided,  and  to  none  more  peculiarly  so,  than  to  the 
prudent  and  intelligent  warden  to  whose  acuteness  and 
sagacity,  the  system  owes  many  of  its  valuable  im- 
provements, and  to  whose  .energy  and  firmness  in 
carrying  it  into  execution,  it  is  greatly  indebted  for  its 
efficiency  and  success.  That  the  depraved  and  reckless 
inmates  of  one  hundred  and  thirtv-two  cells  should  be 
reduced  to  obedience  and  submission,  without  the  in- 
fiiction  of  stripes,  or  a  more  rigorous  punishment  than 
solitary  confinement  without  labour,  and  a  diminu- 
tion  of  food  for  the  refractory;  and  separate  confine- 
ment with  labour,  the  ordinary  .discipline  of  the  estab- 
lishment, for  those  who  are  not  so,  is  a  little  extra- 
ordinary; but  that  the  punishment,  thus  inflicted, 
should  be  so  far  efficacious  as  to  reclaim  the  hardened 
offender,  as  would  seem  to  be  demonstrated  by  the  re- 
markable fact,  that  of  fifty-two  convicts  discharged 
from  the  prison  since  it  has  gone  into  operation,  not 
one  of  them  has  been  returned,  is  truly  astonishing. 
From  the  organization  of  the  establishment  until  the 
first  of  October  last,  its  avails,  arising  principally  from 
the  profits  upon  the  labour  of  the  convicts,  have  ex- 
ceeded its  current  expenses  to  the  amount  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents; 
but  there  has  been  an  excess  of  the  latter,  over  the 
former,  for  the  ten  months  immediately  preceding  and 
ending  on  the  same  first  day  of  October,  last,  of  four 
hundred  and  eight^^-six  dollars;  this  is  accounted  for, 
partly,  upon  the  ground  of  the  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  cotton  goods  manufactured  at  the  prison,  of 


George  Wolf.  123 

which  there  was  a  heavy  stock  on  hand  when  the  de- 
pression took  place;  partly  from  the  want  of  capital  to 
pay  for  the  raw  material,  of  which  there  was  purchased 
on  the  credit  of  the  institution,  and  used  in  the  manu- 
facturing department  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, upon  which  sum,  after  the  usual  periods  of  credit, 
interest  accrued,  the  payment  of  which  necessarily 
reduced  to  a  certain  extent  the  proceeds  arising  from 
that  source;  and  lastl^^,  from  the  receipt  into  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  large  number  of  convicts  who  were 
not  mechanics,  and  whom  it  was  necessary  to  instruct 
in  some  mechanic  art  before  their  labour  could  become 
profitable  to  the  institution,  and  whose  earnings  until 
then  were  not  equal  to  their  subsistence.  It  is  believed 
by  those  whose  opinions  are  the  result  of  experience, 
and  are  consequently  entitled  to  respectful  considera- 
tion, that  if  a  moderate  fund  should  be  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  persons  having  the  charge  of  the  manu- 
facturing department,  thus  enabling  them  to  purchase 
the  raw  material  at  cash  prices,  the  advantages  result- 
ing to  the  institution  would  be  found  to  be  of  sufficient 
moment  to  justify  the  measure.  Without,  however, 
expressing  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  I  submit  the  sug- 
gestion itself  for  the  consideration  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  and  directions  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  February  last, 
^'relative  to  the  Western-  and  Eastern  Penitentiaries, 
and  the  Philadelphia  County  Prisons;"  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Western  Penitentiar}^  have  been  actively  en 
gaged  in  effecting  the  alterations  in  the  structure  of 
that  establishment,  contemplated  in  the  first  section 
of  the  act;  and  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  cells 
authorized  to  be  constructed,  the  stone  and  brick  work 
of  a  block,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  four  cells  of 
two  stories  in   height,   adapted   to  the  discipline  of 
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solitary  confinement  with  labour  as  practised  in  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  is  nearly  completed,  and  the 
other  work  pertaining  to  them  is  also  considerably  ad- 
vanced. It  is  confidently  believed  that  with  proper 
exertions  this  tier  of  cells  will  be  fit  for  the  reception 
of  convicts  early  in  the  month  of  April  next.  Other 
important  portions  of  the  work,  forming  essential  parts 
of  the  contemplated  alterations,  consisting  of  struc- 
tures of  various  kinds,  are  in  a  state  of  active  for- 
wardness, and  will,  together  with  the  cells  above  men- 
tioned, be  roofed  and  closed  in,  during  the  present 
season.  When  both  these  establishments  shall  have 
been  entirely  completed,  and  the  system  of  discipline 
intended  to  be  enforced  throughout,  shall  have  gone 
into  full  operation,  it  is  not  doubted  that  a  consider- 
able revenue  will  be  derived  to  the  State  from  these 
sources. 

Whilst  we  lament  the  depravity,  and  deplore  the 
frailty  of  human  nature,  which  give  occasion  to  the 
necessity  for  supporting  such  institutions  amongst  us; 
it  requires  no  extraordinary  stretch  of  sagacity  to  trace 
their  causes,  in  a  great  measure,  to  an  entire  neglect 
of  mental  culture  and  of  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion, which  is  so  alarmingly  conspicuous  in  some  parts 
of  our  (in  other  respects)  flourishing  Commonwealth; 
and  to  discover  a  remedy  which,  if  not  sovereign,  will  at 
least  contribute  to  a  more  healthy  state  of  the  public 
virtue  and  morals;  in  a  suitable  attention  to  an  en- 
lightened cultivation  of  the  minds  of  our  youth;  to 
a  more  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  to  an  en- 
larged, liberal  and  extensive  intellectual  improvement; 
capable  of  elevating  the  understanding  above  the  de- 
grading influence  of  the  passions;  the  seductive  bland- 
ishments of  vice;  or  the  deceptive  delusions  that  mask 
the  infam.y  of  crime. 

UNIVERSAL  EDUCATION,  if  it  were  practicable 
to  enforce  it  every  where,  would  operate  as  a  powerful 
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clieck  upon  vice,  and  would  do  more  to  diminish  tlie 
blaclv  catalogue  of  crimes,  so  generally  prevalent,  than 
any  other  measure,  whether  for  prevention  or  punish- 
ment, that  has  hitherto  been  devised;  in  this  State,  it 
is  not  only  considered  as  being  entirely  practicable,  but 
is  enjoined  by  the  constitution  as  a  solemn  duty,  the 
non  compliance  with  which,  has  alread}^  stamped  the 
stain  of  inexcusable  negligence,  upon  the  character  of 
the  Commonwealth,  which  nothing  short  of  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  in  compliance  with  the  consti- 
tutional requisition  can  remove.  The  Legislature  has 
the  authority  of  the  constitution  to  act  efficiently  and 
without  control  in  this  matter.  And  ^'to  provide  by 
law,  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
State,  in  such  manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught 
gratis,"  is  one  of  the  public  measures  to  which  I  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  now  to  call  your  attention,  and  most 
solemnly  to  press  upon  your  consideration.  Our 
apathy  and  indifference,  in  reference  to  this  subject, 
become  the  more  conspicuous,  when  we  reflect,  that 
whilst  we  are  expending  millions  for  the  improvement 
of  the  physical  condition  of  the  State,  we  have  not 
hitherto  appropriated  a  single  dollar,  that  is  available, 
for  the  intellectual  improvement  of  its  youth;  which  in 
a  moral  and  political  point  of  view,  is  of  ten  fold  more 
consequence,  either  as  respects  the  moral  influence 
of  the  State,  or  its  political  power  and  safety.  Let 
me  not  be  understood,  however,  as  objecting  to  the 
expenditure  of  money  in  prosecuting  the  public  works 
— far  from  it;  but,  I  would  respectfully  urge  that 
whilst  the  one  is  being  successfully  done,  the  other 
should  not  be  left  undone;  indeed,  judging  from  the 
flattering  indications  already  given  by  the  former,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that,  from  the  redundant  and  pro- 
gressively increasing  revenue  which  may  with  great 
certainty  be  expected  to  flow  into  the  treasury  from 
that  source,  much  aid  may,  at  no  distant  day,  be  de- 
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rived  to  the  latter,  should  it  be  found  expedient  to  re- 
sort to  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue  for  such  a 
purpose. 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  last  census,  we  have, 
in  Pennsylvania,  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty  children,  under  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand 
and  eighty-nine,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  twenty 
years,  forming  an  aggregate  of  seven  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  juvenile 
persons  of  both  sexes,  under  age  of  twenty  years,  most 
of  them,  requiring  more  or  less  instruction.  And  yet, 
with  all  this  numerous  youthful  population,  growing 
ap  around  us,  who  in  a  few  years  are  to  be  our  rulers 
and  our  law  givers,  the  defenders  of  our  country  and 
the  pillars  of  the  State,  and  upon  whose  education  will 
depend,  in  a  great  measure,  the  preservation  of  our 
liberties  and  the  safety  of  the  republic,  we  have  neither 
schools  established  for  their  instruction,  nor  provision 
made  by  law,  for  establishing  them  as  enjoined  by  the 
constitution.  How  many  of  the  number  last  men- 
tioned, would  be  entitled,  'within  the  meaning  of  the 
constitution,  to  be  "taught  gratis,"  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining,  but  am  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that 
four  hundred  thousand  would  fall  short  of  the  true 
number;  about  twenty  thousand,  of  these,  as  appears 
from  the  returns  made  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Common- 
wealth,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  ninth  of  January  last,  are  returned  as 
charity  scholars,  whose  tuition  is  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
the  county  funds,  leaving,  according  to  this  assump- 
tion, three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  entirely  unin- 
structed. 

I  have  said  that  there  has  not  hitherto  been  an  appro- 
priation made  that  is  available  for  the  purposes  of 
education;  this  is  literally  true,  but  the  Legislature, 
by  the  act  of  second  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
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one,  having  made  provision  for  creating  a  fund,  in  pros- 
pect, for  that  object,  by  setting  apart  for  common 
school  purposes,  the  proceeds  arising  from  unpatented 
lands,  fees  in  the  land  office,  and  all  moneys  received 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  to  increase  the  county  rates  and 
levies,  passed  the  tv^enty-fifth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  which,  it  is  estimated,  vs^ill, 
on  the  fourth  day  of  April  next,  amount  to  a  sum  not 
less  than  five  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 
This  sum,  with  the  amount  annually  accruing  from  the 
increased  county  rates  and  levies  for  the  use  of  the 
Commonwealth  whilst  the  act  continues  in  force,  and 
that  arising  from  a  continuance  of  the  avails  of  the 
land  office  thereafter,  is  chargeable  upon  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  at  a  compound  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  until  it  shall  produce  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually,  after  which,  the  interest 
is  to  be  distributed  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  applied 
to  the  support  of  common  schools  throughout  the  State. 
Estimating  this  fund  in  its  most  unfavorable  aspect, 
the  interest  will  amount  to  the  sum  contemplated  for 
distribution  on  or  about  the  first  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-three;  in  the  mean  time,  however, 
there  are  no  available  means  for  commencing  this  much 
desired  measure  of  State  policy,  this  true  system  of 
republican  equality  that  will  level  all  distinction  be- 
tween rich  and  poor;  that  will  place  the  child  of  the 
most  indigent  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  upon  a 
level  with  that  of  his  richer  neighbour,  both  in  the 
school  room  and  upon  the  Campus;  will  instruct  the 
rising  generation  in  their  duties  as  citizens;  enable 
them  to  appreciate  the  sentiment  of  acquired  freedom ; 
and  secured  the  perpetuation  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty to  our  country,  by  teaching  them  what  civil  and 
religious  liberty  really  import  and  mean.     It  is  to  this 
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all-important  measure,  both  as  regards  our  happiness 
as  a  people  and  the  security  of  our  invaluable  political 
institutions,  to  which  I  would  earnestly  invite  your 
immediate  attention  and  upon  which  I  would  solicit 
your  prompt  action. 

It  is  time,  fellow-citizens,  that  the  character  of  our 
State  should  be  redeemed  from  the  state  of  supineness 
and  indifference  under  which  its  most  important  inter- 
ests, the  education  of  its  citizens,  have  so  long  been 
languishing,  and.  that  a  system  should  be  arranged 
that  would  ensure,  not  only  an  adequate  number  of 
schools  to  be  established  throughout  the  State,  but 
would  extend  its  provisions  so  as  to  secure  the  educa- 
tion and  instruction  of  a  competent  number  of  active, 
intelligent  teachers,  who  will  not  only  be  prepared,  but 
well  qualified,  to  take  upon  themselves  the  govern- 
ment of  the  schools,  and  to  communicate  instruction  to 
the  scholars.  Some  of  our  colleges  that  had  been 
abandoned  either  from  mismanagement,  or  the  want 
of  sufficient  encouragement,  are  about  to  be  resusci- 
tated under  encouraging  circumstances;  most  of  these 
have  partaken  largely  of  the  liberality  and  bounty  of 
the  State,  and  would  doubtless  willingly  extend  their 
aid  to  accomplish  an  object  so  desirable.  Others  have 
but  recently  been  established  and  gone  into  operation, 
and  have  as  yet,  received  no  share  of  the  Common- 
wealth's munificence;  some,  if  not  all  of  these  last  men- 
tioned, have  adopted  the  popular  and  approved  Fel- 
lenberg  system  of  uniting  labour  with  study;  these,  it 
is  believed,  would  make  admirable  nurseries  for  bring- 
ing up  and  qualifying  young  men  for  the  business  of 
teaching.  Moderate  appropriations  in  aid  of  those 
literary  institutions  that  have  not  participate  of  the 
Commonwealth's  bounty,  might  place  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  furnish  the  State  with  a  respectable  number  of 
well  educated  young  men,  instructed,  as  some  of  those 
institutions  propose  to  do,  in  the  business  of  teaching 
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as  a  profession,  in  a  short  time  and  at  a  comparatively 
trifling  expense.  These  suggestions  are  thrown  out  for 
your  consideration,  should  they  elicit  a  more  eligible 
or  better  plan  for  attaining  the  end  desired,  it  will 
afford  me  much  gratification  to  unite  with  the  General 
Assembly  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 

The  opinion  is  entertained  by  many  of  our  citizens 
and  not  a  few  of  our  statesmen,  that  individual  enter- 
prize,  in  Pennsylvania,  has  been  greatly  discouraged 
and  in  some  instances  entirely  depressed,  by  the  too 
general  and  indiscriminate  conferring  of  corporate 
privileges,  creating  monopolies  in  branches  of  industry 
which  ought  to  be  left  to  individual  exertion  alone. 
Our  statute  books  exhibit  a  spirit  of  liberality,  in  the 
legislation  of  the  State  in  that  respect,  which  it  might 
be  prudent,  in  some  measure,  to  restrain.  The  true 
line  of  discrimination  would  seem  to  be  this,  that  in  all 
great  and  important  undertakings  or  enterprises,  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  advancement  of  the  public  con- 
venience, accommodation  or  interest,  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  individual  effort  and  capital  would 
be  inadequate,  acts  for  the  incorporation  of  companies 
or  association  of  individuals,  may  be  safely,  and,  in 
many  instances,  beneficially  granted;  but,  wherever 
a  branch  of  business  or  enterprise  of  any  kind  can  be 
successfully  and  advantageously  conducted  or  carried 
on  by  citizens  in  their  individual  capacities,  there 
ought  to  be  no  legislative  interference;  but  the  enter- 
prize,  whatever  it  may  be,  should  be  left  entirely  to 
individual  exertion,  and  to  that  spirit  of  competition 
which  never  fails  to  be  awakened  and  rendered  sagaci- 
ous by  personal  interest  or  the  alluring  prospect  of 
gain.  Another  objection,  of  much  force,  is  made  to  the 
privilege  of  voting  by  proxy,  peculiar  in  this  country, 
I  believe,  to  corporations  alone,  as  being  entirely  at 
variance  with  the  genius  and  principles  of  our  gov- 
ernment. This  scion  of  arbitrary  power,  it  is  believed, 
9— Vol.  VI— 4th  Ser. 


130  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

ought  not  to  remain  engrafted  upon  our  institutions, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  often  perverted  to  the  basest  of  pur- 
poses, by  the  individual  who  has  address  enough  to 
procure  a  sufficient  number  of  proxies  to  control  the 
elections  of  the  institution  of  which  he  is  a  member: 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  on  this  subject, 
being  entirely  disregarded  or  shamefully  evaded.  The 
tyranny  displayed  by  individuals,  resulting  from  this 
privilege,  is  not  unfrequently  severely  felt  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation  themselves,  who  become  objects 
of  displeasure  with  him  who  wields  the  power,  but 
the  whole  community  within  the  reach  of  its  influence, 
is  often  injuriously  affected  by  it.  Other  reasons  might 
be  advanced  to  induce  legislative  interference;  enough 
has  been  said,  it  is  presumed,  to  elicit  inquiry. 

Complaints  are  general  throughout  the  state,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  laws  now  in  force,  denominated  ''the 
Militia  System,"  and  the  burdens  and  exactions  in 
which  they  involve  a  large  portion  of  the  most  indus- 
trious and  useful  class  of  our  citizens.  Many  of  these 
complaints  are  doubtless  well-founded,  and  require 
a  corrective;  but  whatever  may  be  the  defects  and  im- 
perfections of  the  system,  a  question  worthy  of  grave 
consideration  presents  itself  at  the  very  threshold  of 
the  inquiry, — to  determine  as  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  remedy  to  be  applied,  and  how  far  it  is  within 
the  competency  of  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  apply 
it.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  Congress  the  power  "to  provide 
for  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining  the  militia;" 
reserving  to  the  States  "the  appointment  of  officers 
and  the  training  of  the  militia  according  to  the  disci- 
pline prescribed  by  Congress."  The  act  of  Congress 
of  the  eighth  of  May,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United   States,"  has  made  provision 
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for  the  organization,  and  prescribed  the  rules  of  disci- 
pline according  to  which  the  militia  is  to  be  exercised 
and  trained;  and  has  also  designated,  with  sufficient 
clearness  and  certainty,  the  description  of  persons  who 
are  to  be  subject  to  the  discipline  prescribed.  That 
there  is  a  much  greater  number  of  militia  enrolled  and 
obliged  to  submit  to  the  alternative  of  training  or  pay- 
ing fines,  than  there  is  occasion  for,  or  than  will  be 
needed  or  could  be  usefully  employed  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  will  not,  I  presume,  be  disputed;  but, 
whether  that  number  could  be  reduced  to  the  extent 
desired,  without  running  counter  to  the  provisions  of 
the  paramount  act  of  Congress  referred  to,  and  dis- 
turbing the  uniformtiy  intended  to  be  established  by 
Congress  throughout  the  United  States,  is  a  question 
worthy  of  consideration.  The  system,  as  at  present 
existing  in  Pennsylvania,  is  not  only  grievously  burd- 
ensome to  the  people,  but  is  a  drain,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  upon  the  public  treasury,  and  its  radical  re- 
organization could  not  be  otherwise  than  acceptable 
to  the  community.  To  make  the  militia  effective  as 
a  military  force,  its  reorganization  must  be  entire,  and 
to  accomplish  that,  Congress  alone,  according  to  my 
impression,  possesses  the  power.  The  Legislatures  of 
the  States  may  administer  palliatives,  but  do  not 
possess  the  competent  means  to  effect  a  radical  cure. 
I  think  I  am  borne  out  in  this  opinion,  by  the  course 
recently  pursued  by  the  Legislature  of  several  of  our 
sister  States,  instructing  their  Senators  and  requesting 
their  Kepresentatives  in  Congress,  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
of  the  Union;  evidently  questioning  their  own  compe- 
tency to  arrange  systems  for  their  respective  States, 
independently  of  the  acts  of  Congress.  A  communica- 
tion, containing  resolutions  to  this  effect,  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
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shire,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  informing  the  General  Assembly,  that  from  in- 
formation recently  received,  I  am  authorized  to  state, 
that  the  board  of  commissioners  to  revise  the  Civil 
Code,  have  prepared  a  bill  in  relation  to  this  distract- 
ing subject,  w^hich  may  be  expected  at  an  early  period 
of  the  present  session;  and  from  the  able  manner  in 
which  the  gentlemen  composing  that  board  discharge 
their  duties  generally,  and  the  thorough  examination 
the  subject  upon  which  each  bill  reported  by  them  is 
predicated,  undergoes  before  it  is  submitted  to  the  Leg- 
islature, we  may  expect  to  derive  much  valuable  infor- 
mation from  its  arrangement  and  provisions,  and  the 
views  taken  of  the  subject  by  the  commissioners,  in 
their  report,  if  we  should  not  approve  of  the  bill  itself 
in  all  its  details. 

The  loan  of  two  millions  five  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  after  the  usual  notice  had  been  given,  was 
taken  by  Doctor  Jesse  K.  Burden,  he  agreeing  to  pay 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents 
in  money,  for  every  hundred  dollars  of  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum:  And  that  of 
five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  directed  to 
be  made  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  last, 
was  taken,  after  similar  notice,  by  Messrs.  S.  &  M. 
Allen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollars  in  money,  for  every  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  stock,  bearing  a  like  interest;  they  having  pre- 
viously become  possessed  of  the  first  mentioned  loan, 
by  transfer  from  the  original  holder.  By  these  several 
transactions,  the  State  will  have  realized,  upon  receipt 
of  the  whole  amount  borrowed,  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty-eight  cents,  in  premiums,  or  as  bounties  paid  for 
the  loans  thus  made. 
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In  my  last  annual  message,  I  stated  upon  informa- 
tion derived  from  a  source  in  which  I  had  entire  confi- 
dence, that  most  of  the  new  works,  then  under  contract, 
would  be  finished  in  the  course  of  this  season.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  expectations  then  entertained 
will  not  be  realized  to  the  extent  anticipated.  Various 
causes,  not  within  their  control,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, are  assigned,  for  their  non  completion,  in  the 
reports  of  the  agents  having  immediate  charge  of  the 
works.  As  a  statement  of  the  causes  that  operated  to 
produce  such  a  result  will 'be  exhibited  in  detail  by 
the  board  of  canal  commissioners  in  their  report,  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  that  document  for  the  necessary 
explanations.  Whilst,  however,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  any  portion  of  the  public  works  alluded  to  should, 
from  any  cause,  remain  unfinished,  it  is  nevertheless 
highly  gratifying  to  learn,  that  although  only  seventy- 
two  additional  miles  of  canal  and  rail-road  have  been 
in  use  during  the  present  season  the  tolls  have  been 
increased  to  an  amount  in  that  time  nearlv  threefold 
that  of  the  preceding  season.  The  tolls  received  upon 
our  public  improvements  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
amounted  to  fifty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine  dol- 
lars and  fifty-seven  cents;  those  received  for  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  of  October,  last,  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents,  and  this  too, 
before  the  works  had  become  connected,  or  the  people 
were  prepared  with  the  necessary  means  for  transpor- 
tation upon  them.  It  is  confidently  expected  by  those 
whose  means  of  information  enables  them  to  calculate 
with  some  degree  of  certainty,  that  the  tolls  to  be 
received  for  the  current  year  (1834),  will  fall  little  short 
of,,if  they  do  not  exceed,  a  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
Should  that  be  the  case,  of  which  there  is  scarcely  a 
doubt  entertained,  the  public  improvements  will  at 
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once  have  relieved  the  people  from  the  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  ten  millions  of  dollars  of  State  debt,  and 
to  that  amount,  the  debt  contracted  by  the  State  for 
internal  improvements  may  be  considered  as  neutral- 
ized if  not  virtually  paid;  the  improvements  being  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  equivalent  in  point  of  value 
to  the  sum  upon  which  their  proceeds  pay  the  in- 
terest. It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark  that  in  order 
to  realize  this  sum  from  tolls,  as  well  as  to  secure  the 
trade  of  the  West  much  will  depend  upon  the  enter- 
prize  and  exertions  of  individuals.  The  State  at  a 
vast  expense  will  have  completed,  early  next  spring, 
an  entire  line  of  communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg  by  canals  and  rail- ways;  upon  these, 
merchandize  and  produce  can  be  transported  from  city 
to  city,  in  the  short  period  of  eight  days,  and  that  too, 
at  a  rate  of  freight  so  much  reduced,  as  to  enable 
us  to  enter  into  successful  competition  with  our  rivals 
for  the  Western  trade.  But  this  trade,  so  important, 
as  well  to  the  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  to 
the  future  wealth  and  prosperity  of  our  principal  com- 
mercial cities,  is  not  to  be  secured  but  by  timely  and 
vigorous  efforts.  The  Commonwealth,  so  far  as  she 
was  concerned  in  the  general  welfare,  has  done  her  • 
duty  in  constructing  the  public  works;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  she  wdll  line  them  with  boats, 
or  cover  them  with  cars;  this  must  be  done,  if  done 
at  all,  by  individuals  or  companies.  The  importance 
of  securing  the  trade  of  the  Western  States,  has  for 
years  past,  attracted  the  attention  of  two  of  our  most 
enterprising  and  prosperous  sister  States,  the  one 
on  the  North  and  the  other  on  the  South,  nor  have 
the  most  strenuous  and  persevering  efforts  been  want- 
ing on  their  part  to  monopolize  so  important  a  branch 
of  commerce.  A  policy  on  our  part  that  would  induce 
us  to  remain  idle  spectators  when  so  much  is  at  stake, 
would  be  altogether  indefensible,  especially,  when  we 
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have  all  the  advantages  of  a  central  position:  the  short- 
ness of  our  route:  the  advantages  of  earlier  and  later 
navigation  of  our  canals :  our  mineral  wealth  and  agri- 
cultural productions,  all  presenting  a  superiority  of 
advantages  and  facilities  in  accomplishing  the  import- 
ant object,  which,  if  early  embraced  and  vigorously  im- 
proved, will  not  fail  to  secure  to  our  Commonwealth,  a 
complete  ascendancy.  To  our  merchants  and  others 
interested  in  securing  a  commerce  so  extensive  as  well 
as  profitable,  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  to  have  in  readiness  all  the  facilities  and 
means  for  an  active  and  energetic,  transportation  upon 
our  public  works  early  in  the  spring,  must  be  mani- 
festly obvious. 

For  the  amount  in  detail,  of  the  appropriations  that 
will  be  required  to  complete  the  unfinished  works,  and 
finish  the  rail-roads  with  the  necessary  appendages  to 
put  them  in  operation,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners. 

With  prospects  so  flattering,  fellow-citizens,  in  the 
A^ery  infancy  of  our  public  works,  the  friends  of  the 
internal  improvement  policy  maj^  rest  satisfied  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant,  when  Pennsylvania,  encour- 
aged by  the  success  which  has  attended  her  public  im- 
provements; their  continually  increasing  productive- 
ness; the  overflowing  treasury,  for  which  she*  will  be 
indebted  to  the  redundant  revenues  derived  from  that 
source;  and  threatened  as  she  is,  on  all  sides,  to  be  de- 
prived  of  that  commerce  which  the  God  of  Nature 
seems  to  have  destined  for  her  use,  will  in  her  own 
defence  force  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  to  mingle  with 
those  of  the  x411egheny  and  the  Delaware;  the  Ohio  ca- 
nal to  become  tributary  to  her  own  extensive  improve- 
ments; the  waters  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  lakes, 
by  means  of  the  Elmira  canal,  to  unite  with  those  of 
the  Susquehanna;  and  will  cause  the  wilderness  coun- 
tries, drained  by  the  improvements  by  which  all  this 
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will  be  accomplished,  to  ^^smile  and  blossom  as  the 
rose."  This  may  be  regarded  as  fancy  now,  but  it  must 
become  fact  before  long;  and,  judging  from  "the  signs 
of  the  times,"  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  it  should 
all  happen  in  our  own  day  and  generation,  and  be 
achieved  by  the  force  of  public  opinion  itself. 

The  finances  of  the  Commonwealth  should  always 
claim  the  attention  of  a  vigilant  Legislature;  and  a 
rigid  scrutiny  and  examination  into  their  condition, 
and  the  conduct  of  those  to  whose  control  and  manage- 
ment they  are  entrusted,  will  not  fail  to  be  attended 
with  beneficial  consequences.  The  reports  of  the  ac- 
counting ofiicers  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  will  ex- 
hibit a  most  healthful  and  prosperous  state  of  the 
revenue  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember, last.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  arising 
from  the  ordinary  sources  of  income,  will  be  found 
to  have  exceeded  those  of  the  last  year  to  the  amount 
of  fifty-seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-four 
dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  and  after  defraying  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government,  a  large  amount  of 
local  appropriations,  and  restoring  to  the  internal  im- 
provement fund  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  eighteen  cents,  which  had  been  authorized  by  law 
to  be  taken  from  that  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest 
due  in  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  have 
left  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  No- 
vember last,  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thou- 
sand, four  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  to  meet  future  contingent  and  other  demands 
upon  the  Government.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  state, 
for  the  information  of  the  General  Assembly,  that 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  part  of  a 
loan  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  authorized  by 
act  of  thirtieth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  will  be  reimbursable  on  the  first  of  May  next: 
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such,  however,  are  the  gratifying  assurances  received 
from  the  heads  of  the  financial  departments,  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  the  Treasury,  without 
materially  interfering  with  the  numerous  other  de- 
mands upon  it,  to  meet  the  occasion,  and  to  reimburse 
to  the  holders  of  the  stock,  the  amount  of  principal 
and  interest  that  will  then  be  due,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  resorting  to  a  loan,  or  any  other  measure  for 
that  purpose.  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  assure 
the  General  Assembly,  that  such  are  the  cheering  pros- 
pects in  regard  to  the  future  redundancy  of  the  rev- 
enues of  the  State,  and  the  flactering  evidences  of  con- 
tinued accretion  and  increase,  as  to  leave  no  room  to 
doubt  of  the  entire  ability  which  will  thus  accure  to 
the  Treasury,  and  enable  it  to  meet  the  ordinary  de- 
mands upon  it  as  they  shall  hereafter  arise. 

As  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  commissioners 
for  the  revising  the  civil  code  will  prepare  and  report 
a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  several  courts,  I  shall 
forbear  from  urging  the  subject  of  the  Judiciary  upon 
your  attention  at  this  time. 

I  received,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  the  act  of  the  last  session,  ceding  to  the 
United  States  jurisdiction  over  certain  grounds  and 
buildings  belonging  to  the  Naval  Assylum,  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  I  would  ask  the  early 
attention  of  the  General  Assembly.  Copies  of  the  com- 
munication will  be  laid  before  you. 

I  have  also  received  from  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  communications  accompanied  by  an 
act  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  on 
the  subject  of  lotteries;  also  a  report  and  resolutions  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States;  also 
a  report  and  resolutions  relative  to  a  proposition  for 
a  convention  of  the  States,  to  revise  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  also  a  report  and  resolutions  in 
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relation  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
on  the  same  subject. 

A  letter  from  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  en- 
closing a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
relative  to  an  exchange  of  law  reports. 

A  letter  from  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, enclosing  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
that  State,  relative  to  the  Tariff  laws,  and  amendments 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

A  communication  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland, 
enclosing  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
relative  to  the  South  Carolina  ordinances. 

Also  a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  upon  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to 
the  call  of  a  convention  of  the  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  amending  the  Federal  Constitution:  Copies  of  all 
which,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

In  closing  this  communication,  allow  me,  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  advert  once  more  to  the  happy  condition  of  our 
beloved  country,  and  its  incomparable  institutions,  and 
whilst  I  exhort  you  to  watch  with  an  untiring  vigilance 
over  the  political  rights  of  our  own  Commonwealth, 
reserved  to  her  by  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties, 
permit  me  to  invoke  your  patriotism  and  your  zeal, 
and  through  you,  that  of  our  common  constitueijts,  in 
behalf  of  that  unity  of  government  which  constitutes 
us  one  people;  to  implore  you  and  them  to  rally  round 
the  Federal  Union,  as  the  palladium  of  our  political 
safety  and  happiness;  watching,  in  the  language  of  the 
father  of  his  country,  "for  its  preservation  w^ith  jealous 
anxiety,  discountenancing  whatever  may  suggest  even 
a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and 
indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from 
the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link 
together  the  various  parts." 
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Finally,  in  the  discliarge  of  your  legislative  duties, 
let  me  assure  you  of  a  hearty  concurrence,  on  my  part, 
in  all  constitutional  acts  and  measures  tending  to  the 
public  good;  and  that  you  may  be  guided,  in  your  de- 
liberations, by  that  wisdom  which  cannot  err,  to  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  do  honour  to  your- 
selves and  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
people,  is  my  sincere  and  fervent  prayer. 

GEO:  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  December  4th,  1833. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Assembly  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment 
of  James  Findlay  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Gentlemen : — 

IT  IS  PROPER  TO  INFORM  YOU  THAT  I  HAVE 
this  day  appointed  and  commissioned  James  Find- 
lay,  Esquire,  to  be  Secretary  of    the    Common- 
wealth, during  my  continuance  in  office,  agreeably  to 
the  fifteenth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  December  17th,  1833. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Report  and  Resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  New  York  Legislature  Con- 
cerning the  Militia  and  Public  Defence. 
Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  State  of  New  York,  a  report  and  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  militia  and  the  public  defence,  which  I 
hasten  to  communicate  to  tfie  General  Assembly. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  18,  1833. 
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State  of  New  York, 
Executive  Department, 
Albany,  Dec.  1,  1833. 
Sir — In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution   of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly  of  the  State,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you 
the  accompanying  report  and  resolutions,  with  a  request  that 
they  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  your  State. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

State  of  New  York, 
In  Assembly,  February  5,  1833. 

Report 

Of  the  committee  on  the  militia  and  the  public  defence,  on  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  militia  and 
the  public  defence,  and  a  communication  from  the  Governor 
of  Illinois. 

Mr.  De  Mott,  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  and  the  public 
defence,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  militia  and  the  public  defence,  and  a  com- 
munication from  the  Governor  of  Illinois,  submits  the  follow- 
ing Report: 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  disciplining  the 
militia.  In  pursuance  of  this  grant  of  authority,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  passed  on  the  8th  May,  1792,  entitled  "An  act 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  estab- 
lishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States." 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  every  able  bodied  free  white 
male  citizen,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
is  required  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia,  and  to  provide  him- 
self with  the  necessary  arms  and  equipments. 

The  condition  of  the  country  at  that  epoch  in  the  history 
of  the  Union,  was  such  as  to  render  an  extensive  enrolment 
indispensable.  The  federal  government  had  but  just  gone 
into  operation;  our  frontiers  were  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  numerous  Indian  tribes;  our  population  was  thin  and 
scanty,  when  compared  with  the  vast  surface  over  which 
it  was  spread;  and  there  was  cause  to  apprehend  that  our  dis- 
sensions with  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  existence 
of  unsettled  questions  between  the  two  countries,  might  be 
revived.    Under  the  influence  of  these  impeding  dangers,  the 
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militia  system  was  framed  and  established;  and  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  state  of  the  country,  its  leading 
feature  was  an  extensive  enrolment. 

Since  the  law  of  1792,  no  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed, 
materially  altering  its  provisions.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
state  of  the  country  is  totally  changed.  The  sources  of  danger 
are  diminished,  and  are  more  remote.  The  Indian  tribes  which 
hung  upon  our  frontiers  at  the  organization  of  the  federal 
government,  have  either  migrated  to  more  distant '  regions, 
or  have  been  subdued  by  the  joint  force  of  civilization  and 
physical  power.  Our  population  is  comparatively  dense  and 
powerful.  We  have  no  existing  differences  with  foreign  coun- 
tries which  are  likely  to  lead  to  a  breach  of  our  relations  of 
friendship  with  them. 

Under  this  change  of  circumstances,  a  less  extensive  en- 
rolment would  seem  adequate  to  all  the  objects  for  which  mil- 
itia is  maintained.  While  the  committee  express  this  opinion, 
they  wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  no  change  in  the 
militia  system  which  would  have  the  effect  of  impairing  its  ef- 
ficiency. They  consider  it  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
maintenance  of  our  internal  tranquility,  and  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  spirit  of  freedom. on  which  the  durability  of  our 
political  institutions  essentially  depends.  Every  citizen  is, 
from  the  nature  of  our  social  organization,  a  part  of  the  pub- 
lic defence;  and  he  is  also  in  the  last  resort,  in  common  with 
his  fellow-citizens,  the  safe  guard  of  the  liberties  of  all,  against 
the  government  itself.  Thus  it  is  that  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  have  provided  that  "the  right 
of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed." 
It  seems  indispensable  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
referred  to,  that  every  citizen  should  be  armed,  and  that  he 
should  be  subjected  for  a  course  of  years  to  a  system  of  ex- 
ercise and  discipline.  The  system  should  be  limited  in  its 
application  to  such  a  period  as  will  be  sufficient  to  qualify 
those  subjected  to  it  for  acting  in  concert,  and  with  efffciency 
on  sudden  emergencies,  until  a  more  permanent  force  can  be 
provided. 

This  object  may  be  attained  consistently  with  that  of  re- 
ducing the  period  of  enrolment,  and  consequently  diminish- 
the  numerical  force  of  the  militia.  For  instance,  if  the  en- 
rolment in  this  State  were  to  be  diminished  "so  as  to  include 
only  such  persons  as  are  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and 
forty  years,  our  numerical  force  would  be  reduced  from  about 
190,000  to  about  140,000  men,  and  yet  every  citizen  would  pass 
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through  nineteen  years  of  military  discipline.  As  has  already 
been  observed,  the  act  of  Congress  of  1792,  requires  every 
citizen  duly  enrolled  to  provide  his  own  arms  and  equipments. 
This  your  committee  consider  wrong  in  principle  and  oppres- 
sive in  practice. 

In  the  price  of  arms,  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  required  to 
pay  the  same  amount.  The  contribution  is  a  poll  tax,  having 
no  reference  whatever  to  property.  The  personal  service, 
which  every  citizen  renders,  is  of  necessity  equal  as  it  is  not 
capable  of  apportionment  between  individuals;  and  it  may 
be  considered  just,  because  the  personal  rights  of  all  are  equal. 
But  in  providing  arms  and  equipments,  every  citizen  renders 
a  pecuniary  service,  and  to  make  the  contribution  just  it  should 
be  apportioned  upon  the  basis  of  property. 

The  established  system  is  as  unjust  in  principle,  as  a  rule 
of  taxation  which  should  require  every  citizen,  without  re- 
gard to  his  pecuniary  ability,  to  contribute  ten  dollars,  or  any 
other  specific  sum,  to  the  expenses  of  government.  The  in- 
justice of  the  system  is  acknowledged  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  23d  April,  1808,  which  provides  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  by  appro- 
priating annually  $200,000  to  that  object.  But  although  the 
principle  for  which  the  committee  contend,  is  admitted  by 
this  act,  the  provision  which  it  makes  is  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  object  in  view. 

The  defects  in  the  established  militia  system,  to  which  the 
committee  have  referred,  are  wholly  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  State.  They  can  only  be  remedied 
by  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  8th  May,  1792,  and 
although  that  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  relates  to 
the  militia  and  the  public  defence  is  susceptible  of  some  im- 
provement, no  alteration  can  be  made  in  it,  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  relieving  the  great  body  of  the  militia  from  any 
portion  of  the  burden  of  the  military  service. 

The  committee  have  therefore  not  deemed  it  advisable  to 
report  a  bill  providing  for  amending  the  Revised  Statutes,  so 
as  to  remedy  the  inconsiderable  defects  which  can  be  reached 
by  our  legislation;  but  they  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution,  instructing  our  senators,  and  re- 
questing our  representatives  in  Congress,  to  use  their  exer- 
tions to  procure  such  amendments  of  the  act  of  8th  May,  1792, 
as  shall  provide  for  the  existing  deficiencies  in  the  established 
organization  of  the  militia,  without  impairing  its  usefulness 
and  strength. 
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state  of  New  York, 
In  Assembly,  April  1(>,  1833. 

Resolved  (if  the  Senate  concur),  That  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  instructed,  and  our  representatives  be  requested  to 
use  their  exertions  to  procure  such  amendments  of  the  act  of 
Congress  organizing  the  militia,  as  shall  relieve  the  people,  as 
far  as  practicable,  from  the  burdens  of  the  system,  without 
impairing  its   efficiency. 

Resolved  (if  the  Senate  concur),  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions 
and  report  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress, 
and  also  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  states,  with  a  request 
that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislatures  thereof. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Cession  of  Jurisdie- 
tion  over  the  Grounds  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Frank- 
ford  Arsenals  to  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen: — 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  realtion  to  the  expediency 
of  ceding  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States,  over 
the  public  Arsenals  on  the  Schuylkill,  near  Philadel- 
phia, and  at  Frankford,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  measure  being  deemed  important  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  States,  copies  of  which  will  be  laid  before 
vou. 

CEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  20,  1833. 

War  Department, 
December  18,  1833. 
Sir — I  have  been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  your  Excellency  to  submit  to  the  legisla- 
ture to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  expediency  of  ceding 
jurisdiction  to  the  United  States,  over  the  Arsenals  on  the 
Schuylkill,  near  Philadelphia,  and  at  Frankford,  in  the  state 
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of  Pennsylvania.    That  measure  is  deemed  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob't.   serv't., 

LEWIS  CASS. 
His  Excellency,  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Harrisburg,   Pennsylvania. 


^Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Certain  Incendiaries  who  Set  Fire  to  the  Woolen 
Mill  in  the  Village  of  Economy. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.        By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information,  that  the 
Woolen  Factory  at  the  Village 
of  Economy,  in  the  County  of 
Beaver,  has  been  recently  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  which  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe,  has  been  the  work  of  wicked 
Incendiaries,  thereby  impoverishing,  and  endangering 

♦EVIDENCE  ON  WHICH  THE  PROCLAMATION  WAS  FOUNDED. 
Beaver  County,    ss; 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Deposition  of  Adam  Gayer  of  the  town  of  Economy  and  the  County  of 
Beaver  aforesaid,  Manager  of  the  late  Woolen  Factory  at  Economy,  Pro- 
duced, affirmed  and  examined  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  1833. 
Deposeth  and  sayeth  that  on  the  25th  day  of  November  last  at  half-past 
six  o'clock  P.  M.  while  at  work  in  the  finishing  room,  he  heard  the  cry 
of  fire,  upon  which  he  ran  to  the  yard  and  immediately  discovered  the  fire 
emanating  from  one  of  the  uppermost  Skylights  of  the  Woolen  Factory 
aforesaid.    He   ran  upstairs  with  water   and  found  the  Cockloft  to    be   on 
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the  lives  of  many  good  Citizens  of  this  Commonwealth: 
And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the  Government,  the 

fire,  he  ran  back  and  forward  on  the  floor  of  the  principal  loft  which  was 
still  clear  of  fire,  he  says  every  exertion  was  made  to  convey  water  up- 
stairs and  also  by  the  two  fire  Engines  but  all  proved  ineffective,  the  fire 
got  the  upper  hand. 

He  further  sayeth,  that  no  candle,  fire  chimney  nor  any  other  material 
which  would  ignite,  was  ever  taken  to  that  loft,  neither  was  it  in  connec- 
tion with  any  part  of  the  machinery  and  for  that  reason  fire  could  not  have 
originated  there  by  friction. 

This  depondent  further  sayeth  that  he  was  all  over  the  said  cockloft  about 
2  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  same  day  on  which  the  fire  happened,  and  all  was 
well  as  it  ought  to  be.  He  further  sayeth  that  it  is  his  true  belief  that  the 
said  Factory  was  set  on  fire  by  an  Incendiary,  who  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity tc  commit  this  base  act  at  a  tirne  when  all  the  factory  hands  were 
at  supper  and  further-  this  depondent  sayeth  not. 

ADAM  GAYER. 

Affirmed  and  Subscribed, 
Decem.  28th,   1833.  before  me, 

JOHN    SCHREIBER,    J.    P. 

Beaver  County,  ss: 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Deposition  of  Elisha  Lemox  of  the  town  of  Economy  and  the  county  of 
Beaver  aforesaid.  Wool  Carder  in  the  late  Wool  Factory  at  Economy.  Pro- 
duced, affirmed  and  examined  this  28th  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
an.i  thirty-three.  Deposeth  and  sayeth  that  he  was  present  at  the  burning 
of  the  Wcclen  Factory  in  Economy  aforesaid  on  the  25th  day  of  November 
last,  that  the  fire  was  first  discovered  burning  through  one  of  the  Windows 
on  the  roof  and  when  he  got  upstairs  he  found  the  Cockloft  all  on  fire,  he 
further  sayeth  that  it  is  his  candid  belief  that  it  was  the  work  of  an  In- 
cendiary, who  watched  the  time  when  all  the  factory  hands  were  at 
supper  and  then  p'erpetrated  this  base  act.  Having  been  a  regular  Carder 
in  thf  f&ctcry  since  its  Erection  he  never  knew  a  burning  candle  nor  fire  to 
have  been  taken  up  on  the  said  Cockloft. 

He  further  sayeth  that  there  is  no  chimney  near  the  place  where  the  fire 
was  first  discovered,  and  the  only  one  in  the  whole  factory  was  a  small  one 
run  up  and  connected  with  the  solid  brick  wall  of  the  North  Gable  End 
of  the  house. 

He  further  sayeth  that  no  part  of  the  running  Gears  of  the  machinery  had 
any  connection  with  the  said  Cockloft.  He  did  not  suffer  any  greasy  nor 
dirty  wool  to  be  laid  upstairs,  neither  was  there  any  wool  on  the  loft  which 
would  ignite  of  itself.  And  further  this  deponent  sayeth  that  he  made  it 
his  business  every  evening  to  walk  through  the  whole  loft  to  see  whether 
all  was  right,  and  that  he  was  on  the  said  cockloft  making  such  examination 
at  half-past  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  the  same  day  on  which  the  fire  hap- 
pened two  hours  after,  and  that  there  was  no  fire,  smoke  nor  any  smell  of 
aiything  ignitin^j  on  that  loft  at  that  time,  but  that  all  was  well  as  it  ought 
to  have  been,  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not. 

ELISHA  LEMOX. 
Affirmed  and  Subscribed, 
Decem.  28th,  1833,  before  me, 

JOHN  SCHREIBER,   J.  P. 

Beaver  Ccunty,  ss: 

Commonwealth'  of  Pennsylvania. 

Deposition  of  Adam  Straub  of  the  Town  of  Economy,  Beaver  County 
aforesaid,    Wool    Carder,    in    the    late    Woolen    Factory   at    Economy.    Pro- 
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peace  and  security  of  its  Citizens,  and  the  obligations  of 
Justice  and  humanity  require,  that  the  perpetrators  of 
so  daring  a  crime,  should  be  discovered  and  punished: 
I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  Procla- 
mation, hereby  offering  a  reward  of  Two  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  apprehend 
and  secure  the  incendiary  or  incendiaries,  in  the  Jail 
of  the  County  of  Beaver;  which  is  to  be  paid  upon  the 
conviction  of  the  perpetrators  aforesaid;  and  all 
Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and 
other  Officers  within  this-  Commonwealth,  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in 
enquiring  after,  and  bringing  to  Justice,  the  person 
or  persons  guilty  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  sixth  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-eighth. 
By  the  Governor. 
James  Findlay, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

duced,  afflrrned  and  examined  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  1833, 
Depcseth  and  sayeth.  that  the  Woclen  Factory  above  mentioned  was  seen 
by  him  to  be  on  fire  on  the  2.5th  November  last  at  half-past  six  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  fire  was  first  discovered  on  the  cockloft  of  the  north  ^i^S  ot  the  build- 
ing at  a  place  where  never  a  burning  Candle,  Fire,  Chimney,  nor  any  other- 
material  which  would  ignite  of  itself  had  ever.  been.  He  further  sayeth  that 
no  part  of  the  machinery  of  the  Factory  had  any  connection  with  the  said 
loft  and  therefor^  the  fire  could  not  have  originated  by  friction  in  any  way, 
for  when  he  ran  upstairs  all  parts  of  the  principal  Loft  were  clear  of  fire, 
which  was?  at  that  moment  totally  confined  to  the  cockloft  aforesaid. 

He  further  sayeth.  it  is  his  firm  belief  that  the  origin  of  this  fire  was 
the  act  of  an  Incendiary  who  embraced  the  opportunity  to  commit  this 
base  act,  at  the  time  when  the  factory  hands,  were  all  at  supper,  and  further 
this  deponent  sayeth  not.  3 

ADAM  STRAUB. 

Afflrmod    and    Subscribed, 
Drcem.   28th.   1S33,   before  me, 
JOHN  SCHEIBER,  J.  P. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Report  of  the  Canal 

Commissioners. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  accompanied 
by  their  report,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  approved  the  8th  of  April  last,  rela- 
tive to  canal  damages  on  Grant's  hill,  copies  of  which 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  14,  1834. 

Canal  Commissioners'  Room, 
Harrisburg,  January  14,  1834. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Wolf: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  8th  of  April,  1833,  relative  to  canal  damages  on  Grant's 
hill,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  report  of  the 
canal   commissioners. 

And  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  CLARKE,  President. 

His  Excellency  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor: 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  8th  of  April,  1833,  which  directs  the  canal  commissioners 
to  make  a  thorough  examination  and  survey  of  the  damages 
sustained  by  the  owners  of  private  property  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  tunnel  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  through  Grant's 
hill,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  to  apportion  said  damages 
amongst  said  owners  respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as 
though  no  examination  had  ever  been  made;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correctly  ascertaining  the  same,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  said  commissioners  to  give  notice  to  the  parties  interested, 
of  the  time  of  making  such  examination  and  survey — to  re- 
ceive the  testimony  of  disinterested  witnesses  as  to  the  value 
of  property  damaged — and  also  to  estimate  the  expense  of 
filling  up  the  thorough  cut  through  Grant's  hill;  and  also  to 
report,  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  city  of  Pittsburg  or  the 
state  should  pay  said  damages,  and  toi  make  a  detailed  report 
of  the  same  to  the  next  Legislature. 
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The  canal  commissioners  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  board  met  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  and  after  giving  notice  to  the  persons  interested, 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  such  witnesses  as  were  pro- 
duced, with  a  view  to  elicit  the  facts  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  come  to  correct  conclusions  upon  the  subject  sub- 
mitted. 

It  appears  that  the  ground  occupied  by  the  thorough  cut 
through  Grant's  hill  was  originally  owned  by  Andrew  Wat- 
son, Senr.  That  upon  his  decease  in  1823,  it  was  left  by  will 
to  his  children  in  large  lots.  That  Andrew  Watson,  one  of 
the  heirs  and  present  owners,  in  1827,  and  subsequently  to  the 
location  of  the  tunnel,  laid  off  a  portion  of  his  share  of 
the  land  in  small  lots  of  25  by  140  feet.  The  value  of  these 
lots  at  the  time  they  were  laid  off  would  appear  to  have  been 
from  350  to  450  dollars  each,  and  that  the  property  has  since 
greatly  increased  in  value. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  persons  who  own  property 
injured  by  the  cut,  with  the  apportionment  of  their  damages: 

A.  Watson,  land  taken,  12,412  feet,  equal  to  ZVz  lots 
of  25  by  140  feet,  valued  at  $400  dollars  each,  .....    $1,400 

Ann  M'Kinney,  land  taken,  3,500  feet,  equal  to  one 
lot,    400 

Ann  M'Kinney,  rent  for  a  brick  house  and  frame  at- 
tached to  the  same,  5  years  at  70  dollars,  350  00 

Ann  M'Kinney,  the  same  houses  rendered  useless, 
unless  the  cut  is  filled  up — their  cost, 800  00 

Christian  Magee,  land  taken,  22,800  feet,  equal  to  6^^ 
lots,  at  400  dollars  each,  2,600  00 

Li.  Kingsland,  land  taken,  2,350  feet,  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  a  lot,  at  400  dollars, \ 267  33 

Harmar  Denny,  land  taken,  12,261  feet,  equal  to  3i/^ 
lots,  at  400  hundred  dollars  each,  1,400  00 

Tunnel  street  land  taken,  11,500  feet,  equal  to  3^ 
lots,  at  400  dollars  each,  1,333  67 

Total  amount  of  damages,  $8,551  00 


A  survey  and  map  of  the  ground  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  original  location  and  plan  of  constructing  the  canal  be- 
tween the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers,  passed  through 
Grant's  hill  by  a  tunnel,  but  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
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it  was  found  impracticable  to  prevent  the  earth  above  from 
falling  down;  the  plan,  therefore,  of  effecting  a  passage  by 
a  tunnel  was  given  up,  and  a  thorough  cut  was  unavoidably 
the  result.  This  cut  has  since  been  arched  over  at  a  proper 
height  above  the  bottom  to  admit  the  passage  of  boats,  and 
were  the  open  space  between  the  top  of  the  arch  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  filled  up,  the  original  plan  of  a  tunnel  would 
be  complete;  and  if  the  arch  of  the  tunnel  were  extended  from 
its  southern  termination,  to  connect  with  the  arch  of  the 
bridge  on  fourth  street,  and  the  entire  cut  filled  up,  which  is 
recommended  by  the  board,  the  ground  would  be  restored  to 
nearly  its  original  situation,  and  in  that  case  the  enhanced 
value  of  property  by  the  construction  of  the  public  works  will 
be  a  full  equivalent  to  the  several  owners  of  ground  on  Grant's 
hill,  for  any  temporary  inconvenience  they  have  suffered, 
except  in  the  case  of  Ann  M'Kinney,  who  should  be  paid  the 
sum  of  350  dollars,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  use  of 
her  house. 

The  expense  of  extending  the  tunnel  arch  to  connect  with 
the  bridge  on  Fourth  street,  and  filling  up  the  entire  cut  has 
been  estimated  at  $8,149.74,  which,  with  the  allowance  of 
damage  to  Mrs.  McKinney,  for  the  loss  of  the  use  of  her 
house  would  amount  to  $8,459.94,  being  $91.06  less  than  the 
damage. 

The  board  have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
the  extension  of  the  arch  of  the  tunnel  as  described,  and  the 
filling  up  of  the  entire  cut. 

The  com.missicners  in  making  up  their  opinion  whether  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  or  the  state  should  pay  the  damages,  have 
had  recourse  to  the  various  acts  of  the  parties  as  connected 
with  this  subject,  by  which  it  appears  that  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1827,  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  passed  resolu- 
tions earnestly  requesting  the  canal  commissioners  to  give 
a  preference  to  the  route  from  the  proposed  aqueduct  over  the 
Allegheny  river,  through  Grant's  hill,  and  by  Sook's  run,  and 
pledged  the  faith  and  funds  of  the  city  that  the  expense  should 
not  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  engineer  in  the  cost  of  the 
Liberty  and  Penn  street  route,  viz:  $65,565.35,  including  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  damages  to  private  property,  and  author- 
ized and  empowered  the  Mayor,  and  president  of  the  council 
to  enter  into  contract  wiht  the  canal  commissioners  for  carry- 
ing the  resolutions  into  effect.  (See  the  2d  volume  of  the 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1827-28,  page  123. 

It  further  appears,  that  on  the  19th  of  May,  1827,  the  coun- 
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cils  of  Pittsburg,  passed  an  ordinance  that  the  property,  rev- 
enue and  resources  and  good  faith  of  the  city  be  charged  and 
pledged  to  make  good  and  fulfil,  all  and  every  of  the  promises 
and  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  city  as  set  forth  in  the 
resolution  of  the  25th  April,  1827. 

By  the  act  of  the  9th  April,  1833,  it  appears  that  the  sum 
of  $43,906.63  had  been  expended  by  the  agents  of  the  Ck)m- 
raonwealth  on  the  construction  of  the  work,  (which  sum  is 
exclusive  of  damages),  over  and  above  the  guaranty  of  $65,- 
565.35,  a  recovery  of  which  sum  of  $43,906.63  from  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  is  directed  by  the  terms  of  said  act. 

As  the  agents  of  the  state  prosecuted  the  work  at  Grant's 
hill,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Assembly,  for  the 
construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  the  board  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Commonwealth  is  bound  to  individuals  for 
the  payment  of  damages  to  private  property,  and  that  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  is  legally  bound  to  refund  to  the  Common- 
wealth, any  amount  so  paid  for  damages  to  private  property, 
not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  as  contained 
in  the  guaranty  of  the  25th  April,  1827. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
President  of  the  canal  commissioners. 

Canal  commissioners'  room,  Harrisburg,  January  14,  1834. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Memorial  from  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  Regard  to  the 
Excess  of  Business  in  the  Courts. 

Gentlemen : — 

A  MEMORIAL  SIGNED  BY  THE  JUDGES  OF 
the  Supreme  court,  and  directed  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  setting  forth  in 
a  plain  but  forcible  manner,  the  total  inability  of  that 
branch  of  the  judiciary  to  discharge,  with  satisfaction 
to  themselves,  or  with  advantage  to  the  public,  the 
onerous  and  continually  accumulating  duties  which 
the  present  eondition  and  circumstances  of  the  Com- 
monwealth devolve  upon  them,  and  suggesting  the 
adoption  of  Legislative  measures,  having  a  tendency 
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to  mitigate  their  labours  and  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
pense justice  with  greater  deliberation  and  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  avoid  the  too  frequent  dilference  of 
opinion  among  themselves,  as  well  as  to  ensure  more 
confidence  in  their  decisions,  has  been  forwarded  to 
me,  with  a  request  that  I  would  cause  the  same  to  be 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly.  Emanating  as  this 
request  does,  from  so  resi)ectable  a  source,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  transmitting  the  memorial  to  the  two 
Houses,  and  in  recommending  the  views  and  sugges- 
tions of  the  memorialists  to  the  early  and  favourable 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  with  whom  alone 
exists  the  pow'er  to  afford  the  relief  desired.  The  facts 
stated  in  the  memorial  are  notoriously  true,  and  it  is 
due  to  public  justice  as  well  as  to  the  memorialists, 
that  a  speedy  and  an  effectual  remedy  should  be  pro- 
vided. Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  urge  this  subject 
upon  your  attention,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
appeal  of  the  judges,  which  may  be  considered  as  ad- 
dressed not  to  the  sympathies  but  to  the  justice  of  the 
General  Assembly,  will  not  be  disregarded. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  15th,  1834. 

Memorial. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  the  memorial  of  the  undersigned, 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  respectfully  represents: 

That  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  present  Circuit 
courts,  there  was  a  gradual  increase  of  the  business  of  the 
Supreme  court  produced  by  an  increase  of  the  population, 
habits  of  speculation,  and  the  judicial  organization  of  new 
counties.  This  increase  was  met  by  correspondent  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  judges,  and  while  the  accumulation  pro- 
duced by  it  did  not  transcend  their  efforts,  it  was  not  felt 
by  the  public  to  be  an  evil.  The  re-establishment  of  the 
Circuit  courts,  instead  of  lessening,  as  was  anticipated,  the 
business  in  bank  in  a  degree  to  compensate  for  the  time  con- 
sumed   in   circuit   duties,   has   added   very   materially  to   the 
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previous  accumulation.  Many  causes  come  from  the  Circuit 
courts  by  appeal;  and  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a  writ  of  error, 
for  the  examination  of  a  few  abstract  points  of  law,  but 
for  a  re-investigation  of  the  merits  of  the  whole  cause,  in- 
cluding both  the  evidence  and  the  law.  An  appeal  from  the 
Circuit  court,  therefore,  is  found  to  occupy  double  the  time 
that  is  requisite  for  the  hearing  of  a  writ  of  error;  and  to 
say  nothing  of  the  time  consumed  on  the  circuits,  the  whole 
increase  of  business  from  this  source,  is  a  clear  addition  to 
what  was  sufficiently  burthensome  before.  From  these  causes 
the  accumulation  has  reached  a  point  which  renders  the  ef- 
forts of  the  judges  though  strenuously  applied  for  more  than 
three  hundred  days  in  the  year,  inadequate  to  reduce  it 
or  even  keep   pace  with  it. 

The  extraordinary  exertions  heretofore  made,  must  neces- 
sarily be  relaxed  when  the  object  to  be  attained  by  them  is 
found  to  be  a  hopeless  one.  Even  were  the  undersigned  able 
to  keep  the  business  down  by  dint  of  labour,  it  would  de- 
serve consideration  whether  the  rapidity  with  which  it 
would  be  requisite  to  move,  is  compatible  with  safety  m  a 
court  whose  errors  are  without  remedy  in  the  particular 
cause.  In  the  four  country  districts,  the  undersigned  have 
usually  despatched  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  causes  in  the 
four  weeks,  being  at  the  rate  of  nearly  four  causes  a  day;  and 
yet  a  considerable  number  have  ordinarily  remained  un- 
touched for  want  of  time.  In  the  Western  district,  the  rema- 
uets  amount  to  more  than  a  hundred,  and  are  yearly  increas- 
ing. The  consequences  of  this  extreme  haste,  are  occasional 
error,  and  a  too  frequent  division  of  opinion,  which  lessens 
the  authority  of  the  decision,  and  would  more  seldom  occur 
if  time  were  allowed  for  deliberation.  In  order  to  eradicate 
an  occasional  vicious  principle  hastily  introduced,  before  it 
has  become  inveterate,  the  undersigned  are  compelled  to  re- 
view their  own  decisions  more  frequently  than  seems  to  be 
consistent  with  the  stability  of  judicial  precedents.  These 
remarks,  however,  are  applicable  only  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts. In  Philadelphia,  where  the  amount  in  contests  is  usu- 
ally greater,  and  the  arguments  consequently  fuller,  there  is 
sufficient  time  for  reflection  and  consultation. 

Though  an  appellate  tribunal  is  not,  in  its  design,  a  court 
for  the  despatch  of  the  current  of  ordinary  business,  it  seems 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  litigated  causes  in  the  fifty- 
three  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  District  courts,  finds  its 
way  into  the  Supreme  court,  besides  a  very  considerable  share 
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of  the  business  in  the  Orphans'  courts,  and  Quarter  sessions. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that  a  new  and  no  inconsider- 
able share  of  appellate  jurisdiction,  has  been  created  by  the 
act  for  the  distribution  of  monies  in  court  among  lien  cred- 
itors. In  addition,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned,  beside 
the  usual  Nisi  Prius  courts  at  Philadelphia,  to  hold  a  Circuit 
court  in  each  of  the  counties  in  which  there  are  causes  at 
issue  (and  there  is  usually  business  in  three-fourths  of  them), 
the  judgments  in  which  ordinarily  cpme  up  by  appeal,  to  swell 
the  business  in  bank.  Finally  a  considerable  share  of  busi- 
ness originates  in  the  Supreme  court  itself,  by  Habeas  Cor- 
pus, Mandamus,  information  in  the  nature  of  Quo  Warranto, 
and  the  inspection  of  the  charters  of  incorporation.  From 
this,  the  Legislature  may  perceive  that  the  business  cast 
upon  the  court  is  more  than  it  can  bear.  It  is  no  allevia- 
tion of  the  circuit  duties,  to  find  that  the  number  of  causes  in 
many  of  the  counties  is  comparatively  small.  The  time  con- 
consumed  is  the  same  whether  there  is  business  for  the  whole 
week  or  not;  and  it  is  rather  a  source  of  vexation  than  other- 
wise, that  a  judge  is  sometimes  compelled  to  travel  two  hun- 
dred miles  to  try  a  single  cause. 

The  causes  of  the  increase  of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
are  principally  these: — 1,  The  circuit  duties  imposed  on  its 
judges;  and  the  consequent  review  in  bank,  of  their  own 
decisions: — 2,  The  abuse  of  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
country  courts: — 3,  The  increase  of  population  and  conse- 
quent organization  of  additional  courts: — 4,  The  general  in- 
crease of  litigation  from  the  increase  of  trade  and  specula- 
tion. The  accumulation  from  the  last  two,  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  the  accumulation  from  the 
Circuit  courts,  is  an  inconvenience  which  it  is  difficult  to  deal 
with;  and  they  express  no  opinion  on  the  subject  of  their 
abolition.  Still  it  is  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  that  such  a 
measure  is  one  of  the  very  few  whcih  are  practicable,  and  at 
the  same  time  competent  to  afford  anything  like  substantial 
and  permanent  relief.  Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  leave  these  writs  untouched,  something,  though  much 
less,  might  be  accomplished  by  lessening  the  amount  of  the 
business  derived  from  the  county  courts. 

The  excessive  use  of  the  writ  of  error,  which  is  sensibly  felt 
to  be  a  grievance  in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  result  of  an  ab- 
sence of  all  those  checks,  the  affidavit  of  the  suitor  excepted, 
which  are  interposed  to  guard  it  from  abuse  elsewhere.    The 
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costs  in  the  Supreme  Court  are  too  inconsiderate  to  enter 
into  the  computation  of  the  chances,  or  of  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  delay,  even  should  the  event  be  unpropitious. 
In  appeals  from  the  Circuit  courts,  even  the  affidavit,  inef- 
ficient as  it  is  found  to  be  in  other  cases,  is  wanting.  Includ- 
ing the  tax  of  three  dollars,  the  costs  of  a  writ  of  error  paid 
down  at  the  purchasing  of  the  writ,  are  barely  five  dollars; 
and  those  subsequently  incurred  are  seldom  as  much  more, 
and  still  more  seldom  paid.  As  an  execution  can  not  be  is- 
sued from  the  Supreme  Court  on  an  affirmance  or  reversal, 
the  prothonotary  has  no  direct  means  of  collecting  his  costs, 
but  an  action  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  which,  if  the  party, 
as  he  usually  does,  lives  in  another  county,  is  very  ineflacient. 
The  lien  which  the  officer  has  on  record  is  fruitless,  where  no 
further  steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  court  below,  as  neither 
party  has  an  object  to  accomplish  in  such  a  case,  by  carry- 
ing the  record  down;  and  where  that  was  otherwise,  in- 
stances have  been  known  of  a  second  trial  by  consent,  with- 
out an  actual  transmission  of  the  record.  It  may  readily  be 
imagined,  then,  that  an  unsuccessful  party  will  not  be  de- 
terred from  taking  the  benefit  of  a  desperate  chance,  where 
there  is  comparatively  nothing  to  pay  for  it;  and  accord- 
ingly we  find  that  three-fourths  of  the  judgments  removed, 
are  affirmed. 

In  the  courts  of  primary  resort,  justice  ought  to  be  as 
cheap  as  possible,  because  the  presumption  of  right  is  not 
unfavorable  to  the  party  seeking  redress.  But  when  his 
cause  has  been,  adversely  judged,  by  a  tribunal  competent  to 
ihe  decision  of  it,  the  presumption  is  positively  against  him; 
and  if  he  will  obtrude  himself  on  another  tribunal,  it  ought 
to  be  at  his  peril.  If  it  were  practicable,  it  might  be  desir- 
able for  the  satisfaction  of  the  suitors  to  make  the  appellate 
court  as  easy  of  access  as  are  the  primary  ones;  but  as  that 
cannot  be  dene  without  choking  up  the  appellate  court,  and 
causing  a  stagnation  af  the  entire  stream  of  justice,  necessity 
requires  that  it  should  be  otherwise.  In  some,  if  not  all  our 
sister  states,  a  penalty  proportionate  to  the  matter  incontro- 
versy,  is  imposed  on  unsuccessful  appellants  or  plaintiffs  in 
error.  In  addition  to  this,  if  writs  of  error  were  subjected 
to  the  special  allowance  of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  matter  in  contest  is  under  one  hundred  dollars,  it 
would  materially  lessen  a  considerable  part  of  the  business, 
and  prevent  important  principles  which  are  sometimes  in- 
volved in  these  small  matters,  from  being  decided  without  the 
lights  afforded  by  a  full  argument. 
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Beside  these  causes  of  increase,  it  is  not  certain  but  that 
a  too  wide  extension  of  the  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court,  has 
encouraged  appellate  litigation;  and  perhaps  something  might 
be  effected  by  consolidating  the  three  middle  districts  at  the 
seat  of  Government.  In  any  event,  it  would  relieve  the  judges 
from  a  fruitless  expenditure  of  two  weeks,  in  additional  jour- 
ney to  the  western  counties,  caused  by  fixing  the  period  for 
holding  the  term  at  Chambersburg,  between  the  season  for 
holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  those  counties  and  the  term 
at  Pittsburg.  Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature 
not  to  consolidate  the  middle  districts,  it  is  submitted  whether 
this  time  would  not  be  beneficially  saved  by  placing  the  term 
at  Chambersburg  immediately  after  that  at  Sunbury,  allow- 
ing a  sufficient  interval,  however,  for  the  judges  to  travel 
from  the  one  place  to  the  other. 

Closely,  though  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  fore- 
going, is  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  publishing  the  re- 
ports. Owing  to  the  multiplication  of  law  books  every  where, 
the  unaided  patronage  of  the  profession  is  insufficient  to 
quicken  the  pace  of  the  reporters.  The  judges  are  unable  to 
return  an  accurate  recollection  of  their  own  decisions;  and 
hence  the  decision  of  a  cause  is  often  deferred,  in  order  to 
consult  manuscripts  at  home,  which  would,  in  our  sister  states, 
where  the  exertions  of  the  reporters  are  stimulated  by  the 
patronage  of  the  government,  be  published,  and  on  the  table 
of  the  court.  A  prompt  circulation  of  the  latest  decisions, 
would  prevent  many  an  unsustainable  action  from  being  in- 
stituted, and  put  a  stop  to  those  already  brought.  It  is  re- 
spectfully suggested  that  a  small  salary  in  addition  to  the 
profits  of  the  book,  would  relieve  the  court  and  the  profession 
from  much  inconvenience  on  that  head. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  conceive  that  they  discharge 
a  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  public,  in  suggesting  to  the 
Legislature  the  existence  of  defects  in  our  judiciary  system, 
with  which  their  business  and  situation  render  then  particu- 
larly familiar.  That  they  are  actuated  by  no  personal  con- 
siderations, is  proved  by  the  undoubted  fact,  that  no  act  of 
legislation  can  so  far  reduce  the  amount  of  labor  which  it 
will  always  be  necessary  for  them  to  perform,  as  to  leave  them 
a  longer  period  for  their  families  and  private  concerns,  than 
they  at  present  enjoy.  Under  any  modification  of  the  system, 
their  labor  must  be  unintermitted.  But  the  mischiefs  they 
have   indicated,   being   remedied,   they  would   have   the  con- 
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solation  of  perceiving  that  their  labors  were  adequate  to  the 
object,  and  the  suitors  and  the  public  satisfied. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN    B.    GIBSON, 
MOLTON   C.    ROGERS, 
^  CHARLES   HUSTON, 

JOHN    ROSS, 
JOHN  KENNEDY. 


To  the  Senate  with  the  Action  of  Certain  States  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Public  Lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  State  of  Georgia  a  communication  accom- 
panied by  a  report  and  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  relative  to  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  a  report 
and  resolutions  thereon  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  15th,  1834. 

• 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 
Milledgeville,  1st  January,  1834. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  a  resolu- 
tion thereto  appended,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  a  report  embracing  the  views  of  the  public  authorities 
of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  proposals  for  disposing  of  the  public 
lands  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON    LUMPKIN. 
His  Excellency  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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In   Senate. 

The  committee  on  the  state  of  the  republic,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  report  and 
resolutions  thereon  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

That  without  specifically  enquiring  into  the  means  by  which 
the  United  States  Government  became  possessed  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  or  the  causes  which,  after  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion, induced  several  of  the  States  to  transfer  to  that  Gov- 
ernment, ail,  or  a  great  portion  of  their  unoccupied  lands, 
under  certain  limitations  and  restrictions,  specified  in  the 
several  deeds  of  cession  or  relinquishment,  your  committee 
deem  it  sufficient  to  state  that  those  deeds  and  relinquishments, 
and  all  other  purchases  of  lands  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, were  made  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  several 
States,  that  it  is  a  common  fund  to  be  distributed  without 
partiality,  and  to  enure  to  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  States. 
Your  committee  cannot  perceive  that  an  immediate  sale  of 
all  the  public  lands  as  proposed  by  the  resolutions  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  would  be  expedient  or  beneficial,  and 
however  laudable  the  object  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
had  in  view  in  the  proposed  disposition  of  the  proceeds  there- 
of, as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  purposes  of  education.  Yet 
your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  disposition  of  the 
lands  would  interfere  with  the  true  policy  of  the  government, 
with  regard  to  its  western  territory,  to  wit:  the  speedy  oc- 
cupation of  that  territory  by  actual  settlers,  and  further,  that 
such  an  immense  body  of  lands  at  once  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket, at  reduced  prices  as  is  contemplated,  by  those  resolu- 
tions, would  place  it  in  the  power  of  a  combination  of  wealthy 
Individuals,  to  purchase  up  those  lands,. for  the  purpose  of 
speculating  upon  their  fellow  citizens,  who  might  wish  to  be- 
come, and  who  under  the  present  system,  can  become,  how- 
ever poor  they  may  be,  the  actual  settlers  of  the  country. 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  that  the  land  bill,  intro- 
duced into  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Clay,  and 
passed  by  that  body,  provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  that  equitable  manner  contemplated  by  the  States 
in  their  several  deeds  of  cession. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  have  already  acted 
upon  a  liberal  policy  towards  the   new  States  in  admitting 
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them  into  the  Union  upon  an  equality  with  the  old  States  as 
speedily  as  their  numerical  population  would  warrant  their 
admission;  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  good  reason  why  those 
new  States  should  be  entitled  to  any  advantages  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  over  the  original 
States  by  whom  these  lands  were  purchased  or  ceded. 

However  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Georgia  the  receipt  of 
her  dividend  from  the  proposed  sales  might  be,  yet  your  com- 
mittee regret  that  they  perceive  in  this  proposed  distribution 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  revenues  of  the  General  Government, 
among  the  several  States,  only  another  method  about  to  be 
adopted,  to  reduce  those  revenues,  and  thereby  create  a  ne- 
cessity and  furnish  an  excuse  to  the  majority  in  Congress  for 
entailing  still  longer  upon  the  people  of  the  south,  the  unjust 
and  odious  tariff  system. 

Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  disapprove  of  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  of  the  21st  December, 
1831,  in  relation  to  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  admit  the  correctness 
of  the  views  taken  on  the  subject,  in  the  four  first  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  of  the 
28th  March,  1833,  but  cannot  admit  the  policy  or  expediency 
of  a  distribution  of  any  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  General 
Government  among  the  several  States  so  long  as  any  part  of 
those  revenues  are  raised  upon  the  principle  of  a  protective 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imports. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  requested  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
any  law,  having  for  its  object  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  ppblic  lands  of  the  United  States  among  the 
several  States;  ancj  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  report  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  each  of  the  States,  and  to 
each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 
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To   I  he  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Report  of  the 
of  the  Adjutant  General  for  1834. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  EECEIVED  FKOM  THE  ADJUTANT 
General  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  a  communi- 
cation accompanied  by  his  annual  report,  contain- 
ing a  statement,  in  detail,  of  the  number  and  condition 
of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  this  Commonwealth, 
together  with  a  return  of  the  arms,  ordnance,  camp- 
equipage  and  military  stores,  deposited  in  the  several 
State  Arsenals,  or  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  mi- 
litia composing  the  several  brigades  throughout  the 
state,  on  the  31st  ol  December  last,  copies  of  which  will 
be  laid  before  you. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  20th,  1834. 

Adjutant   General's  Office, 
Beaver,  January  13th,  1834. 
His  Excellency  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  to  your  ex- 
cellency, my  annual  report  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of 
Pennsylvania;  also  a  statement  of  the  ordinance,  camp  equip- 
age and  military  stores,  in  the  state  Arsenals,  and  in  the  sev- 
eral brigades  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  number  of  militia  exhibited  in 
the  report  of  the  present  year  is  165,393;  and  the  number  of 
volunteers  of  every  description,  36,888  making  in  all  202,281; 
upwards  of  13,000  more  than  was  exhibited  in  the  report  of 
1832.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  actual  increase  is  not 
quite  so  much;  the  returns  appear  to  be  less  deficient  than 
those  of  last  year. 

In  my  letter  accompanying  my  last  report,  I  stated  that  I 
had  $418,811/^  in  my  hands,  being  the  proceeds  of  a  sale  of 
public  arms,  which  I  intended  to  apply  to  repairing  the  Mead- 
ville  arsenal,  during  the  last  summer.  Contracts  were  en- 
tered into,  early  in  the  season,  for  executing  the  necessary 
work;  but  the  repairs  did  not  progress  as  far  as  I  had  an- 
ticipated, and  consequently  there  will  be  considerable  to  do 
in  the  ensuing  season.     However,  what  has  been  done  is  suf- 
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ficient  to  preserve  the  public  arms  and  other  property  from 
injury  by  the  weather.  Of  the  above  sum,  I  have  expended 
$142,281^,  leaving  still  in  my  hands  the  sum  of  $276.53,  which 
shall  be  applied  to  the  further  repairing  of  the  said  arsenal 
as  early  as  practicable. 

The  copies  of  discipline  which  were  expected  in  the  place  of 
those  that  were  lost  at  sea,  and  which  I  have  had  occasion 
to  mention  more  than  once,  have  not  as  yet  been  received. 
For  those  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  I  have  is- 
sued orders  to  the  several  Inspectors  to  draw  their  respec- 
tive proportional  numbers   of   copies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL.  POWER, 
Adjutant  General  P.  M. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Loan  to  the  Common- 
wealth. . 
Gentlemen : — 

THE  MESSRS.  S.  &  M.  ALLEN,  THE  HOLDERS 
of  the  loan  authorized  by  act  of  16th  February 
last,  having  failed  to  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the 
Commonwealth,  according  to  a  requisition  made  upon 
them,  the  last  monthly  instalment  of  said  loan,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  to  request  that  a  temporary  loan,  of  a 
sum  not  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
may  be  authorized  to  be  made  forthwith,  to  satisfy  the 
creditors  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  enable  the  State 
to  meet  its  engagements  with  contractors  and  others 
employed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works;  the 
said  sum  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  residue  of  the  original 
loan  above  mentioned,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be 
realized  under  a  new  contract,  for  which  proposals  will 
be  forthwith  issued.  • 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  24,  1834. 


George  Wolf. 


i6i 


Proclamation   of    Reward    for  the  Perpetrators  of  a 
Daring  Bank  Robbery  in  Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of    the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.        By        GEOKGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  on 
the  twelfth  instant,  a  daring 
Robbery  was  perpetrated  in 
the  Philadelphia  Bank  to  the 
amount  of  sixty-three  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  more,  by  some  person  or  persons  un- 
known, who  have  hitherto  eluded  the  pursuit  of  the 
officers  of  justice.  And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the 
government,  the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens  and 
the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the 
perpetrators  of  crimes  so  atrocious  should  be  discov- 
ered and  punished,  I  have  therefore  thought  proper 
to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby  offering  a  reward  of 
three  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apprehend  and  secure  the  perpetrator  or  perpe- 
trators of  the  said  crime  in  the  jail  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  which  is  to  be  paid  on  the  con- 
viction of  the  perpetrators  or  either  of  them:  And  all 
judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  constables  and  other 
officers  of  this  Commonwealth,  are  hereby  strictly  re- 
quired and  enjoined,  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in 
enquiring  after,  and  bringing  to  justice,  the  person 

or  person  guilty  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 
11— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 

at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-third  day  of  January  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

thirty -four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor. 

James  Findlay, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Certain  Action  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  on  Militia  and  Public  Defense. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  KECEIVED  FKOM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  a  communication,  ac- 
companied by  a  report  and  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  relative  to  the  militia 
and  the  public  defence,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly  for  their  consid- 
eration. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  28th,  1834. 


Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 
Raleigh,    January   19,    1834. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  ^ou  the  ac- 
companying   report    and    resolutions    of   that    body,    adopted 
at  the  last  session. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  high  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  SWAIN. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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Report. 

The  joint  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message 
from  the  Governor  relative  to  the  militia  and  the  public  de- 
fence, together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  Illinois  upon  these  subjects,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  concur  entirely  with  the  opinions  expressed 
by  the  Governor  of  this  State  and  the  Legislatures  of  the  two 
States  referred  to,  that  the  present  militia  system  is  unneces- 
sarily burdensome  and  unequal  in  its  operation  upon  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society;  and  that  these  very  causes,  in- 
stead of  increasing,  diminish  its  efficienoy.  No  one  who  has 
paid  the  slightest  attention  to  the  militia  trainings,  as  prac- 
tised in  this  State,  can  have  failed  to  perceive  that,  except 
in  a  few  volunteer  companies,  military  science  is  little  un- 
derstood, and  discipline  rarely  enforced.  It  may  well  be 
doubted,  indeed,  whether  the  evils  growing  out  of  these  period- 
ical assemblages  of  the  whole  body  of  the  community,  which 
are  too  apparent  to  require  illustration,  do  not  more  than 
counterbalance  all  the  improvements  which  are  made  in  the 
military  art. 

The  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  these  evils 
can  be  remedied  only  by  an  entire  change  in  the  organization- 
of  the  militia  system  by  Congress.  That  the  present  term  of 
militia  service  is  entirely  too  long;  that  it  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  young  and  the  robust;  and  that  proper  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  render  the  training  of  this  class  effectual; 
that  a  well  organized  and  disciplined  force,  though  compara- 
tively small  in  point  of  numbers,  would  be  much  more  ef- 
ficient in  its  character  than  the  unorganized  multitudes  to 
which  we  are  accustomed.  Such  a  system  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  beget  a  spirit  of  military  pride,  which  could  not  but 
have  a  happy  effect  upon  the  country. 

There  can  be  do  difficulty  in  pronouncing  that  the  spectators 
who  might  witness  the  evolutions  of  a  well  trained  corps 
would  acquire  much  more  correct  notions  of  true  military 
science,  than  can  be  gained  by  actual  participation  to  any 
extent  in  the  militia  service  as  now  regulated.  This  order  of 
things  would  be  greatly  less  expensive  than  that  now  pursued, 
and  the  expense  would  fall  where  alone  it  ought  to  fall — 
not  on  those  who  render  the  service,  but  on  those  whose  per- 
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sons   and   property  are  peculiarly  the  objects  of  its  protec- 
tion. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  resolutions. 

WILLIAM  P.  DOBSON,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in'  Congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  Representatives  requested,  to  adopt  the  necessary  mea- 
sures to  render  the  system  of  militia  discipline  of  the  United 
States  less  burthensome  in  its  character,  and  more  efficient  in 
its  organization. 

Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  and  this  report  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Governors  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress. 


To  the  Assembly  with  a  Communication  from  the 
Canal  Commissioners  on  the  Construction  of  a 
Canal  Basin  at  Erie.  • 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
the  board  of  canal  commissioners^  accompanied 
by  a  report  of  the  burgess  and  town  council  of  the 
borough  of  Erie,  relative  to  their  progress  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  canal  basin  at  that  place,  copies  of 
which  are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  information  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  4th,  1834. 

Canal  Commissioners'  Room, 
February  4th,  1884. 
His  Excellency  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — By  order  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  I  have 
the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you,  a  report  by  the  iDurgess 
and  town  council,  of  the  borough  of  Erie,  relative  to  the  pro- 
gress made  in  constructing  a  canal  basin  in  that  place,  and 
the  state  of  the  funds  appropriated  thereto  by  the  act  of  the 


George  Wolf.  165 

8th  April,  1833,  with  a  request  that  you  will  transmit  the  same 
to  the  Legislature,  for  their  information, 

I  am  yours. 

Very    respectfully, 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
President  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  the 

State  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  burgess  and  town  council  of  the  borough  of  Erie,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report: 

That  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1833,  entitled 
An  act  granting  the  third  section  of  the  town  of  Erie  to  the 
borough  of  Erie,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  canal  basin, 
in  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle,  they  caused  the  said  third  section 
to  be  laid  off  into  convenient  lots  and  tracts,  and  sold  the 
same  at  public  auction,  on  the  6,  7,  and  8th  of  August  last, 
to  the  highest  bidders,  with  the  exception  of  one  tract  of 
fifty  acres,  which  was  reserved  for  the  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  timber  from  it,  for  the  construction  of  the 
works. 

The  terms  of  sale  were,  one-half  in  hand;  one-fourth  in  six 
months  and  one  fourth,  in  twelve  months,  with  approved  se- 
curity. 

The  amount  received  in  hand,  $13,112  24 

The  amount  due  6th  February,  1834, 6,556  12 

The  amount  due  6th  August,  1834, 6,556  12 

Total  amount  of  sales,  $26,224  48 


That  in  order  to  enable  the  corporation  to  lay  out  and  con- 
struct such  a  canal  basin,  as  would  be  suitable,  a  convenient 
and  proper,  at  the  proposed  termination  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  they  addressed  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  your 
honorable  board,  requesting  the  aid  and  assistance  of  an  En- 
gineer, in  the  service  of  the  State.  In  reply  they  received 
an  answer  from  James  Clarke,  the  President  of  your  hon- 
ourable board,  stating  that  you  were  not  authorized  by  law 
to  direct  an  engineer,  but  that  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  the  Engineer  on  the  French  creek  division,  requesting 
him  to  render  such  aid  and  assistance,  as  was  in  his  power, 
consistent  with  his  other  duties.    The  corporation  then  ad- 
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dressed  Mr.  Livermore,  who  promptly  repaired  to  this  place, 
and  made  a  survey,  plan  and  estimate  of  the  work. 

The  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Livermore  was  adopted  by  the 
corporation,  and  has  been  pursued  as  nearly  as  circumstances 
would  admit. 

The  work  is  carried  out  in  twelve  feet  water,  and  the  whole 
area  proposed  to  be  included  is  about  thirty  acres,  which  will 
form  a  safe,  convenient  and  spacious  harbour  for  canal  boats, 
and  afford  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  steam  boats,  and 
other  vessels  to  come  inside,  when  it  shall  suit  their  con- 
venience, to  discharge  and  receive  freight,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  corporation  have  already  put  down  and  nearly  completed 
six  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  pier  works,  and  have  on  hand 
a  large  quantity  of  materials. 
The  amount  already  expended  is $9,207  06 

They  are  of  opinion,  from  what  has  been  already  done,  that 
there  will  be  sufficient  funds  to  construct  and  entirely  com- 
plete the  work  according  to  the  plan  adopted. 

The  importance  of  the  improvement  to  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  place,  is  already  apparent.  There  are  now 
four  large  steam  boats,  and  quite  a  number  of  schooners  laid 
up  for  the  winter,  within  the  works  now  constructed.  It  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  it  will  form  the  most  convenient 
and  safe  place,  for  vessels  to  lay  up  for  the  winter  and  to  re- 
pair and  lit  out,  that  there  is  any  where  on  Lake  Erie,  leaving 
an  abundance  of  room  for  any  number  of  canal  boats,  that 
may  ever  be  required.  It  will  also,  as  intended,  form  a  most 
convenient  and  secure  place  for  the  lading  and  unlading  of 
cargoes,  from  vessels  and  canal  boats,  and  for  shifting  car- 
goes from  one  to  the  other,  as  may  be  required. 


To  the  Assembly   Concerning  the  Finances  of  the 

Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : — 

RECENT      EVENTS      HAVE    PRODUCED      A 
change  in  the  pecuniary  relations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, so  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  of  a 
character  so  blighting  to  the  reasonable  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations which  had  heretofore  been  fondly  cherished, 
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and  which,  from  the  flattering  prospects  the  recent 
prosperous  condition  of  the  Commonwealth  held  out 
to  us,  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  be  realized, 
that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  as  claiming,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  their  attention,  and  such  prompt  legislative 
action,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. 

Of  the  loan  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  re- 
cently authorized  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  meet 
demands  upon  the  .treasury,  arising  from  the  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  the  principal  loan  of  last 
year,  to  comply  with  their  contract,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  still  remains  undisposed  of;  and 
for  the  balance  of  the  last  year's  loan,  amounting  to 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousan-d  dollars,  and 
upwards,  which  had  been  thrown  into  the  market,  and 
which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  negociated  on 
the  twenty-second  instant,  I  regret  to  say,  not  a  bid 
was  received.  A  disappointment  so  extraordinary,  was 
scarcely  to  have  been  expected,  even  under  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  money  market;  but  whilst  we 
may  regret  that  a  combination  of  circumstances,  so  un- 
propitious  and  discouraging  in  their  character,  and 
bearing  upon  the  important  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth, should  exist,  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  gratifying 
to  know,  that  the  causes  in  which  they  originated  are 
not  ascribable  to  any  depression  of  the  credit  of  the 
State;  to  any  want  of  punctuality  in  meeting  its  en- 
gagements; in  the  payment  of  interest  upon  its  debt, 
or  to  any  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom 
has  been  intrusted  the  charge  and  administration  of  its 
fiscal  and  other  concerns.  I  infer  this  from  the  fact, 
that  if  such  cause  had  existed,  its  notoriety  would 
long  since  have  been  made  manifest.  It  is  said  by 
those  conversant  with  such  matters,  and  whose  oppor- 
tunities of  acquiring  correct  information  on  the  sub- 
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ject,  entitles  them  to  belief,  that  Pennsylvania  stocks 
are  in  as  good  credit,  and  maintain  as  high  prices  in 
foreign  markets  now,  as  they  have  done  at  any  time 
heretofore.  To  what  cause  then  are  we  to  look  for  the 
difficulties  which  embarrass  us  on  every  side?  It  must 
be  owing  to  extraneous  circumstances,  unconnected 
with  the  Commonwealth  or  its  transactions,  and  over 
which  it  has  no  control.  We  must  be  indebted,  it  is 
presumed,  for  this  unpropitious  state  of  things,  to  the 
existing  excitement  and  alarm  got  up  in  relation  to  a 
supposed  general  state  of  pressure,  distress  and  em- 
barrassments, said  now  to  be  prevalent  in  the  money 
market,  and  about  which  we  hear  so  much.  All  con- 
fidence in  the  currency  of  the  country,  is  said  to  be 
destroyed ;  that  banks  as  well  as  individual  capitalists, 
are  unwilling  to  adventure  upon  speculations  or  in- 
vestments of  any  kind,  or  to  part  with  their  money 
upon  any  terms. — Various  causes  have  been  assigned 
for  this  alarming  state  of  things,  all  more  or  less  plaus- 
ible. Among  others  it  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  General  Government,  has  been  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing all  the  mischief  and  pressure  under  which  the 
country  is  now  labouring;  and  yet  many  of  the  friends 
of  that  institution  admit,  that  a  restoration  of  the 
deposites  is  not  necessary  to  the  relief  of  the  money 
market.  Whatever  other  causes  may  exist,  it  cannot 
be  disguised  that  we  have  amongst  us  a  powerful 
monied  institution,  which  is  at  this  time  seeking,  by  all 
the  means  of  which  it  is  capable,  to  accomplish  certain 
objects  indispensable  to  its  existence;  and  having  an 
energetic,  a  firm  and  unbending  antagonist  to  contend 
against,  all  its  energies  and  all  its  powers  (and  they  are 
of  no  ordinary  character)  have  been  put  in  motion  to 
defeat  his  measures  and  to  frustrate  his  designs  in  re- 
lation to  it. 
It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  from  the  course  of  opera- 
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tions  tliat  institution  has  been  pursuing  for  some  time 
past,  (whether  justifiable  or  not  I  will  not  undertake 
to  determine,)  that  the  State  is  indebted  in  a  great 
measure  for  its  disappointments  heretofore,  and  for  the 
failure  to  obtain  its  loan  of  Saturday  last.  Whether 
by  bringing  indiscriminate  ruin  and  distress  upon  ah 
unoffending  community  by  the  Bank  is  the  most  certain 
mode  of  obtaining  a  return  of  the  public  deposites,  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  or  an  extension  of  time  to  wind 
up  its  business,  is  a  question  for  those  who  have  the, 
direction  and  management  of  its  affairs,  to  determine. 
A  milder  and  more  liberal  course  might  have  been  at- 
tended with  more  favourable  results.  The  State  of 
Pennsylvania  may  be  crippled  and  embarrassed  in  her 
pecuniary  arrangements,  and  paralysed  for  a  time,  in 
her  efforts  to  complete  her  great  chain  of  improve- 
ments, by  the  depressing  policy  of  the  Bank,  but  that 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  despair  of  the  Common- 
wealth; our  public  works  may  languish  for  a  season, 
but  will  not  be  suffered  to  languish  long;  the  resources 
of  the  State  are  ample;  hier  credit  is  unimpaired;  her 
public  stocks  although  under  a  momentary  depression 
at  home,  are  highly  acceptable  abroad,  and  will  before 
long  be  as  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  capitalist  as 
ever;  the  crisis  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  must  soon  ar- 
rive, if  we  have  not  already  reached  it — the  clouds  of 
distress  and  despondency  which  have  been,  in  my 
humble  estimation,  inconsiderately  and  needlessly 
brought  upon  us,  must  soon  be  removed,  and  a  happy 
change  and  a  more  prosperous  era  must  inevitably 
await  us. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  balance  of  the  old  loan,  for 
which  no  offer  was  obtained  on  Saturday  last,  will  be 
again  placed  in  the  market,  and  continued  there  until 
it  shall  have  been  negotiated.  I  would  take  this  oc- 
casion, respectfully  to  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  propriety  of  passing  a 


170  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

law,  forthwith  authorizing  a  call  upon  the  several  State 
Banks,  which  by  their  charters  are  bound  to  loan  to 
the  Commonwealth  five  per  cent,  upon  their  capital 
actually  paid  in,  for  a  compliance  with  that  provision; 
part  of  this  sum  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts 
of  the  Commonwealth  due  to  contractors  upon  the 
public  works,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  be  made  ap- 
plicable to  repairs  along  the  lines  of  the  public  improve- 
ments. The  board  of  canal  commissioners  will  give 
the  necessary''  information  in  reference  to  the  sum  that 
ought  to  be  made  applicable  to  each  object.  An  im- 
mediate suspension  of  the  work  upon  the  several  lines 
of  improvement,  until  the  loan  first  mentioned  shall 
have  been  negotiated,  will  be  indispensable.  Permit 
me  also  respectfully  to  urge  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  propriety  of  authorizing 
a  loan  of  such  a  sum  as  will  be  sufficient  to  finish  the 
public  works  now  in  progress  at  least;  for  although 
the  prospect  is  gloomy,  and  the  money  market  may 
continue  to  be  embarrassed  for  a  time,  yet  that  gloom 
and  that  embarrassment  may  pass  away  like  a  mist 
before  the  morning  sun,  and  our  pecuniary  affairs  may 
take  a  turn  so  favourable,  as  to  enable  us  not  only  to 
obtain  a  loan  upon  advantageous  terms,  but  also  to 
complete  the  works  alluded  to,  before  the  end  of  the 
coming  season. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  26th,  1834. 


To  the  Assembly  Approving-  an  *'Act  to  Incorporate 
the  Lumberman's  Bank  at  Warren,"  with  remarks 


I 


on  Banks  and  Banking. 

Gentlemen : 
HAVE  THIS  DAY  APPROVED  AND  SIGNED 

the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lum- 
bermen's Bank  at  Warren." 
In  returning  this  bill  it  is  proper  to  state  that  my 
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opinion  in  relation  to  banks  has  undergone  no  change, 
but  that  mj  convictions  of  their  pernicious  tendency 
generally  have  become  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
reflections  suggested  by  recent  events.  The  bank  pro- 
posed to  be  established,  however,  by  the  bill  now  under 
consideration,  is  intended  to  be  located  in  the  extreme 
North  Western  part  of  the  State,  remote  from  any 
monied  institution  within  the  State,  and  is  intended  to 
accommodate  a  community  consisting  of  a  hardy,  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  yeomanry,  engaged  in  the 
profitable  but  laborious  business  of  lumbering,  which 
is  said  to  require  a  greater  capital  to  carry  it  on  suc- 
cessfully than  can  be  furnished  by  individual  means; 
and  exposes  those  engaged  in  it  to  the  oppressive 
usurious  exactions  of  the  banks  and  brokers  of  a  neigh- 
bouring State.  To  afford  relief  to  this  valuable  class 
of  citizens,  from  the  oppressive  conduct  on  the  part 
of  those  to  whom  they  are  obliged  to  apply  for  accom- 
modations of  which  they  complain,  and  to  extend  to 
them  the  same  facilities  to  enable  them  to  conduct  their 
business  successfully,  which  are  enjoyed  by  their  fel- 
low citizens  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  I  deem  it  an  act 
of  justice  to  them  to  approve  the  said  bill,  and  have  di- 
rected the  Secretary  to  return  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  in  which  it  originated. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  February  28th,  1834. 


To  the  Assembly  with  the  Action  of  the  Ohio  Legis- 
lature on  the  Junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Canals. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FKOM 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  that  State,  in  relation  to  the  junction  of  the  Ohio 


172  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

sylvania  canals,  which  are  herewith  transmitted  for 
the  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  15th,  1834. 

Executive  Ofl&ce, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  March  7th,  1834. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  relating 
to  a  canal  to  connect  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  canals;  and 
request  that  you  would  lay  the  said  preamble  and  resolutions, 
before  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  over  which  you  preside. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your   obed't,    serv't., 

ROBERT  LUCAS. 
His  Excellency,  Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Preamble  and  resolutions  relating  to  a  canal  to  connect  the 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Canals. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  passed  Janu- 
ary 11th,  1828,  a  company  was  incorporated  to  construct  a 
canal  from  a  point  on  the  Ohio  canal,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Big  Sandy  creek,  thence  to  the  waters  of  Little  Beaver,  and 
thence  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  inter- 
sect the  route  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  And  whereas,  before 
that  time,  to  wit,  on  the  10th  day  of  January,  1827,  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  same  Legislature  incorporating  a  similar  com- 
pany for  constructing  a  canal  from  the  Portage  summit  of 
the  Ohio  canal,  to  the  waters  of  Mahoning  river,  and  thence 
to  meet  or  intersect  the  Pennsylvania,  or  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Pittsburg  in  Pennsylvania:  with 
liberty  that  in  case  either  of  said  canals  shall  be  continued 
from  Pittsburg  down  the  Ohio  river,  and  up  the  valley  of  Big 
Beaver  towards  Lake  Erie,  there  to  intersect  either  of  said 
canals,  constructed  as  aforesaid,  at  the  most  suitable  point; 
which  act  of  incorporation  was  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  14th  day  of  April, 
1827.  And,  whereas,  such  a  connection  of  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  canals  as  is  contemplated  by  either  of  said  acts  of 
incorporation,  would  be  of  the  first  importance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  especially  in  time  of  war,  as 
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well  as  to  the  citizens  generally  at  all  times,  and  consequently 
decidedly  national  in  its  character:    Therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction* 
of  a  canal  on  such  one  of  the  above  mentioned  routes  connect- 
ing the  said  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canals,  as  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  deem  most  practicable,  and  best  calculated  for  the 
public  good. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested, 
to  forward  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution; 
and  also  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
questing that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  inviting  their  co-operation. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Commtmications  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  Objecting  to  a  Contemplated  Taxa- 
tion of  the  Allegheny  Arsenal. 

Gentlemen : 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  OOM- 
munication  recently  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  War,  and  of  a  report  of 
the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  accompanying  the  same  in 
reference  to  a  contemplated  taxation  of  the  Arsenal 
of  the  United  States  near  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  to 
which  I  would  invite  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

GEO.  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  April  7th,  1834. 

War  Department,  March  20th,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor,  herewith  to  enclose  a  report  from 
the  Colonel  of  Ordnance,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
in  contemplation  to  tax  the  Arsenal  of  the  United  States  near 
Pittsburg.  The  power  to  do  this  is  certainly  very  doubtful, 
and  the  attempt  to  exercise  it  might  lead  to  troublesome  liti- 
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gation,  or  to  an  abandonment  to  the  position.  I  am  therefore 
directed  by  tlie  President  to  request  your  Excellency  to  submit 
this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  hopes  that  a  declaratory  act  will  be  passed 
expressly  exempting  this  property  from  taxation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
His  Excellency  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  March  18th,  1834. 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  letter  from 
Major  Baker,  dated  the  12th  instant,  informing  the  Department 
of  an  opinion  given  by  certain  professional  gentlemen,  that 
the  Act  of  the 'Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  19th  March, 
1816,  giving  assent  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  site  of  the 
Allegheny  Arsenal,  does  not  exempt  the  property  from  taxa- 
tion.   A  copy  of  the  act  is  contained  in  Major  Baker's  letter. 

In  connexion  with  this  reference,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  refer  also  to  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S,,  article  1,  Sec.  8, 
paragraph  16,  which  gives  to  Congress  "exclusive  legislation 
in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  all  places  purchased  by  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  in  which  the  same  shall  be, 
for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards, 
and  other  needful  buildings." 

Taxes  have  never  been  demanded  on  the  property  in  question 
and  should  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  professional  gentle- 
men alluded  to,  prove  to  be  correct,  they  would  be  enormous, 
as  the  sum  of  one  and  a  half  million  of  dollars  has  been 
spoken  of,  on  which  to  raise  the  proposed  tax. 

The   subject   is   respectfully  refererd   to   you   to   determine 
whether  or  not,  any  further  legislation  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania is   necessary  in   order  to  complete  the   jurisdiction 
of  the  U.  S.  and  to  avoid  the  payment  of  State  taxes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,   sir, 
Your  ob't  serv't., 

GEO.   BOMFORD, 
Col.  of  Ordnance. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Incendiaries  who  have  set  fire  to  the  Mount  Ver- 
non Academy  and  other  School  Houses  in  Its  Vi- 
cinity. 

rennsYlvania  ss. 
•[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  B  YTHE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.        By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  the 
"Mount  Vernon  Academy"  re- 
cently erected  by  the  Mount 
Vernon  Education  Societv  of 
Little  Beaver  township,  in  the 
county  of  Beaver,  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  also  sev- 
eral school  houses  in  the  vicinity,  have  been  lately 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  which  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  has  been  the  work  of  wicked  incendiaries, 


♦PETITION    FOR   THE    ISSUE    OF   THE    PROCLAMATION. 

To  His  Excellency,   Geo.   Wolf,    Esq.,    Gov.   of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  composing  "The  Select  Council"  of  "The 
Mount  Vernon  Education  Society"  of  Little  Beaver  township,  Beaver  county, 
incorporated  the  nth  December,  1833,  for  literary  purposes  and  enrolled  in 
the  Sccretfry's  ofTice  at  Harvisburg,  in  Charter  Book  No.  5,  page  79,  &c. 

The  said  society  in  pursurance  of  the  said  incorporation,  had  erected  an 
Acaderr.y,  entitled  "The  Mount  Vernon  Academy"  and  immediately  preced- 
ing,' the  time  of  occupying  of  the  same,  viz:  the  16th  night  of  May,  1834, 
the  same  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire,  the  work  of  some  incendiary  or  in- 
cendiaries; and  whereas  several  schoolhouses  have  been  recently  burnt  in  the 
vicinity  to  the  great  detriment  and  discouragement  of  education,  and  a 
suspicion  rests  on  some  evil  disposed  persons,  who  reside  in  the  vicinity 
with  their  connections,  who  are  associated  in  other  evil  practices,  that  they 
are    implicated  in   the    offences  aforesaid. 

Your  petitioners  conceive  that  if  a  suitable  reward  was  offered  by  the 
Executive,  it  might  induce  some  persons  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
matter  t'>  disclose  the  same,  or  lead  in  some  way  to  bring  the  offenders  to 
legal  punishment. 


176  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

thereby  impoverishing  the  said  useful  Society  and 
endangering  the  lives  and  property  of  many  other 
good  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth.  And  Whereas, 
the  reputation  of  the  government,  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  its  citizens  and  the  obligations  of  justice  and 
humanity  require  that  the  perpetrators  of  so  daring  a 
crime  should  be  discovered  and  punished,  I  have  there- 
fore thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby 
offering  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  the 
incendiary  or  incendiaries  in  the  jail  of  the  county 
of  Beaver;  which  sum  is  to  be  paid  upon  the  con- 
viction of  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  cr'me 
aforesaid;  and  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners, 
constables  and  other  officers  within  this  Common- 
wealth are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  atten- 
tive and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to 
justice  the  person  or  persons  guilty  of  the  crime  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  seventh  day  of  August  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
and  thirty-four  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty- 
ninth. 

By  the  Governor.  ^W» 

James  Findlav, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Your  pet.'tioners  therefore  in  the  name  of  the  corporation  ask  your  Excel- 
lency if  cor.sistent  with  Executive  authority,  to  grant  a  proclamation  in  the 
case  in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem  expedient,  and  your  petitioners 
will,    &c. 

Samuel  Harnit,  \ 

Daniel  Campbell.  f  ^^^^^^^  „,  ^he  Select  Council'' 

Josiah  M  Caskey,  I 

Nathaniel  Harnit,  J 

The  Mount  Vernon  Education  Society,  ss: 
[K  S.l 
I    do   hereby   certify   that   Samuel   Harnit,    Daniel    Campbell,    Josiah    Mc- 
Caskey   and    Nathaniel    Harnit   now    constitute    the    Select   Council    of    said 
Society. 

In  testirrony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  Corporation 
Seal  at  Little  Beaver,  the  29th  day  of  July,    1834. 

JOHN  CHATLEY, 
Ass't   Secr'y. 


George  Wolf. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  a 
Certain  Incendiary  or  Incendiaries  Operating  in 
Allegheny  County. 

Pennsylvania  ss.  • 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

K  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of   the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEOBGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  from  a 
number  of  very  respectable 
Citizens  of  the  County  of  Al- 
legheny, in  this  Common- 
wealth, that  on  the  night  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  May  last,  a  valuable  barn  be- 
longing to  John  A.  Nesbit,  Esquire,  of  Fayette  town- 
ship, in  the  said  County,  together  with  sundry  other 
valuable  property  therein,  was  entirely  consumed  by 
fire,  being  the  work  of  wicked  incendiaries,  who  have 
hitherfo  eluded  all  efforts  by  the  injured  persons  and 
others  to  arrest  them,  and  bring  them  to  justice;  and 
since  the  burning  of  the  said  barn,  have  at  divers 
times  by  anonvmous  letters,  threatened  the  lives  of 
several  Citizens,  and  the  destruction  of  other  property 
in  a  similar  manner,  as  w^ell  public,  as  private,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  said  John  A.  Nesbit:  And  Where- 
as, the  reputation  of  the  government,  the  peace  and 
security  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  justice 
and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrators  of  so  dar- 
ing a  crime,  should  be  discovered  and  punished,  I  have 
therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation, 

hereby  otTering  a  reward  of  two  hundred  dollars  to 
12— Vol.  VI— 4tli  Ser. 
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any  person  or  persons,  who  shall  apprehend  and  se- 
cure the  incendiary,  or  incendiaries  in  the  jail  of  the 
County  of  Allegheny';  which  sum  is  to  be  paid  upon 
the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator,  or  perpetrators  of 
the  crime  aforesaid;  and  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs, 
coroners,  constables  and  other  officers  within  this 
CommouAvealth  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
be  attentive  and  Adgilant  in  enquiring  after,  and  bring- 
ing to  justice  the  person  or  persons  guilty  of  the  crime 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 

t/ 

at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-third  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-ninth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Findlay, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Murderer  of  William  Perry,  late  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  ss.  ; 

[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thoritv   of  the   Common wealtli   of 

ft/ 

Pennsylvania.  By  GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic  information  that  Wil- 
liam Perry,  late  of  the  ciiy  of 
Philadelphia,  was  on  tho  af- 
'ternoon  of  Friday  the  third  of 
October,  instant,  wantonly, 
maliciouslv  and  inhumanlv  stabbed  with  a  knif'e  or 
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other  sharp  instrument  by  some  unknown  person,  of 
which  stabbing"  the  said  William  Perry  died,  after 
languishing  until  about  2  o'clock  of  the  following 
morning;  And  Whereas  efforts  to  discover  and  bring 
to  justice  the  perpetrator  of  said  Murder  have  hitherto 
proved  ineffectual;  And  Whereas  the  reputation  of 
the  Government,  the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens 
and  the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require 
that  the  perpetrator  of  an  off'ence  so  heinous  should 
be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment;  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  and  expedient  (in  advlition 
to  the  reward  already  offered  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  rhiladelphia  for  the  same  object),  to  issue  this  my 
proclamation  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  six  hundred 
dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  discover, 
apprehend  and  secure  within  any  jail  of  this  Common- 
wealth the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  said 
murder,  to  be  paid  upon  his  or  their  trial  and  con- 
viction of  the  offense  aforesaid;  and  all  judges,  jus- 
tices, sheriffs,  coroners,  constables,  and  other  officers 
within  this  commonwealth,  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring  offer 
and  bringing  to  justice  the  person  or  persons  guilty 
of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  eleventh  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty- 
ninth. 

J^v  the  Governor, 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Sec'y. 


i8o 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Represent- 
atives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 


jS*^^^ 


IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act 
of  the  General  Asesmbly  of 
this  Commonwealth  entitled 
i"An  act  to  provide  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  of  the 
People  of  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,"  passed  June  the  ninth. 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt  of  the 
returns  of  the  election  held  in  the  several  Congres- 
sional districts  in  this  Commonwealth  to  declare  by 
Proclamation  the  names  of  the  respective  persons 
returned  to  him  as  duly  elected  in  each  district.  And 
Whereas  the  returns  of  the  General  Election  held  on 
Tuesday  the  fourteenth  day  of  October  last,  in  and 
for  the  several  districts  for  Members  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  have  been  received  in  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  Act,  where- 
by it  appears  That  in  the  First  district  composed  of 
East  and  West  Southwark,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk, 
Kingsessing,  Blockley,  Penn  township,  Germantown, 
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Koxborough  and  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, Joel  B.  Sutherland  has  been  duly  elected.     In 
the  Second  district,  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia,  Joseph   R.   Ingersoll  and  James   Harper  have 
been  duly  elected.     In  the  Third  district,  composed  of 
the  residue  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Michael 
W.  Ash  hasi  been  duly  elected.     In  the  Fourth  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  Counties  of  Delaware,  Chester 
and  Lancaster,  William  Hiester,  David  Potts,  Jun'r, 
and  Edward  Darlington  have  been  duly  elected.     In 
the  Fifth  district,  composed  of  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery,  Jacob  Fry  has  been   duly  elected.     In  the 
Sixth  district,  composed  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  Mat- 
thias Morris  has  been  duly  elected.     In  the  Seventh 
district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton, 
Pike  and  Wayne,  David  D.  Wagener  has  been  duly 
elected.     In  the  Eighth  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
tiesof  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh^  Edward  B.  Hubley  has 
been  duly  elected.     In  the  Ninth  district,  composed 
of  the  County  of  Berks,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg  has 
been  duly  elected.     In  the  Tenth  district,  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Lebanon  and  Dauphin,  William  Ciark 
has  been  duly  elected.     In  the  Eleventh  district  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  York,  Henry  Logan  has  been 
duly  elected.     In  the  Twelfth  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Adams  and  Franklin,  George  Chambers 
has   been    duly  elected.     In   the   Thirteenth   district, 
composed  of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry  and 
Juniata,  Jesse  Miller  has  been  duly  elected.     In  the 
Fourteenth  district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Mif- 
flin, Huntingdon  and  Centre,  Joseph  Henderson  has 
been  duly  elected.     In  the  Fifteenth  district,  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Columbia  and  Luzerne,  Andrew 
Beaumont  has  been  duly  elected.     In  the  Sixteenth 
district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Union,  Northum- 
berland and  Lycoming,  Joseph  B.  Anthony  has  been 
duly  elected.     In  the  Seventeenth  district,  composed 
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of  the  Counties  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga,  Pot- 
ter and  McKean,  John  Laporte  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Eighteenth  district,  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Somerset  and  Cambria,  Job  Mann  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Mnenteenth  district,  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana,  John  Kling- 
ensmith,  Jr.,  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twentieth 
district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and 
Greene,  Andrew  Buchanan  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Twenty-first  district,  composed  of  the  County  of 
Washington,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Twenty-second  district,  composed  of 
the  County  of  Allegheny,  Harmar  Denny  hasi  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty-third  district,  composed 
of  the  Countiesi  of  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  Armstrong 
and  Butler,  Samuel  S.  Harrison  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Twenty-fourth  district,  composed  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  John  Banks  has  been  duly 
elected;  and  in  the  Twenty-fiifth  district,  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren  and  Ven- 
ango, John  Galbralth  has  been  duly  elected:  Now, 
therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation,  hereby  pub- 
lishing and  declaring  that  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  Joseph 
R.  IngersoU,  James  Harper,  Michael  W.  Ash,  Wil- 
liam Hiester,  David  Potts,  Jun'r,  Edward  Darlington, 
Jacob  Fry,  Matthias  Morris,  David  D.  Wagener,  Ed- 
ward B.  liubley,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  William  Clark, 
Henry  Logan,  George  Chambers,  Jesse  Miller,  Joseph 
Henderson,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Joseph  B.  Anthony, 
John  Laporte,  Job  Mann,  John  Klingensmith,  Jr.,  An- 
drew Buchanan,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Harmar 
Denny,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  John  Banks  and  John 
Galbraith  have  been  returned  as  duly  elected  in  their 
several  Congressional  districts  before  mentioned,  as 
Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  'State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years,  to  commence 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 


George  Wolf.  183 

Given  under  rav  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburgh,  this  nineteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
fiftv-ninth. 

By  the  Governor, 

James  Findlav, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1834. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

TO  COMMUNICATE  INFORMATION  OF  THE 
state  of  the  Commonwealth  to  those  to  whom  the 
people  have  delegated  the  business  of  legislation 
at  the  commencement  of  their  session,  is  an  executive 
duty  not  less  grateful  than  it  isi  imperative;  espe- 
cially, when  the  actual  condition  of  the  State  presents 
an  aspect  so  truly  prosperous  as  that  which,  in  our 
own,  is  every  where  conspicuous.  The  season  which 
we  have  just  passed,  has  been  distinguished  for  its 
general  health,  its  liberal  harvests,  and  for  the  general 
(I  regret  that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say  universal) 
peace  and  tranquility  that  prevailed.  In  every  part  of 
our  flourishing  Commonwealth,  the  hand  of  a  benefi- 
cent Providence  may  be  traced,  dispensing  its  never 
failing  blessings  in  rich  profusion  to  all,  and  bounti- 
fully scattering  its  abundance  over,  it  is  sincerely 
hoped,  a  grateful  land. 

In  our  national  relations  we  have  been  no  less  fa- 
vored. A  prosperity,  as  universal  as  it  must  be  grati- 
fying and  acceptable  to  all,  pervades  every  portion 
of  our  extensive  Union,  and  sheds  the  blessings  of 
contentment,  independence  and  plenty,  over  an  indus- 
trious, enterprising  and  intelligent  people.  Abound- 
ing in  every  thing  that  can  promote  the  comfort,  in- 
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crease  the  wealth,  and  ensure  the  happiness  of  a 
people;  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  government  which  alfords  us  security 
and  protection  in  all  our  rights,  as  individuals  and 
as  a  nation,  at  home,  and  commands  universal  ad- 
miration and  respect  abroad — we  should  be  wanting 
in  justice  to  the  free  and  happy  country  in  which  vfe 
live,  its  institutions  and  laws,  and  the  protection  and 
security  they  afford  us,  as  well  as  in  gratitude  to  the 
bountiful  bestower  of  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy, 
should  we  utter  the  voice  of  complaint,  or  suffer  the 
murmurings  of  unthankfulness  to  escape  our  lips. 

In  thisi  pleasing  picture  of  prosperity  and  compara- 
tive tranquility,  the  only  cause  for  regret,  tending  to 
mar  the  brightness  of  the  retrospect,  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  most  cheering,  is  to  be  found  in 
certain  tumultuous  risings  of  the  people  in  some  of  our 
Atlantic  cities,  entirely  at  variance  with  that  peace- 
loving,  orderly  character  theretofore  maintained  by 
our  citizens  generally,  and  from  which,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  our  own  proverbially  staid  and  sober  metropolis 
wasi  not  entirely  exempt.  In  the  progress  of  these 
riots  many  lives  were  endangered,  and  much  valuable 
property  Avas  destroyed.  The  same  lawless  spirit  ex- 
tended itself,  unhappily,  also  into  one  of  the  boroughs 
in  the  interior  of  the  state,  where  similar  outrages  were 
committed  as  such  wanton,  riotous  doings,  indepen- 
dently of  their  tendency  to  peril  and  endanger  human 
life,  and  individual  property,  are  degrading  to  the  char- 
acter of  a  people,  and  a  blot  upon  the  integrity  of  its 
civil  institutions,  it  is  submitted  for  legislative  en- 
quiry, whether  the  existing  laws  furnish  a  remedy 
sufficiently  promi)t  and  energetic  for  crushing  such 
outrages  upon  the  peace  of  society,  in  their  inception, 
as  the  public  safety  requires;  or  whether  further  legis- 
lative provisions  for  strengthening  the  arm  of  the 
civil  magistrate,  and  clothing  him  with  more  ample 
powers  to  meet  such  emergencies  with  a  promptness 
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and  energy  suitable  to  the  occasion,  would  not  have 
a  tendency  to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  check  such  un- 
justifiable proceedings? 

It  is  with  feelings,  also,  of  deep  and  unmingled  re- 
gret, that  I  am  constrained,  by  a  sense  of  public  duty, 
to  bring  to  the  view  of  the  General  Assembly  an  oc- 
currence of  a  most  melancholy  nature,  which  took 
place  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber last,  on  the  day  assigned  by  law  fof  choosing 
inspectors  of  the  general  elections  throughout  the 
State,  by  which  an  amiable,  unoffending  and  highly 
estimable  citizen  was  deprived  of  his  life;  having  been 
wantonly  and  basely  stabbed  and  wounded,  with  a 
deadly  weapon,  by  some  reckless  assassin,  who  has 
hitherto  escaped  detection. 

An  outrage  of  a  character  which  ultimately  pioved 
no  lessi  fatal  to  another  individual,  also  took  place,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  scene  of  murder  above  mentioned, 
on  the  day  of  the  last  general  election,  in  the  course 
of  which  the  lives  of  a  number  of  individuals  were 
jeoparded,  having  been  severely  wounded  with  shot 
fired  from  muskets  and  other  deadly  weapons,  and  to 
which  wanton  outrage  the  death  of  the  person  alluded 
to  is  to  be  attributed.  In  retaliation  for  acts  of  vio- 
lence so  entirely  indefensible,  property  of  considerable 
value  fell  a  prey  to  the  fury  of  an  incensed  populace, 
whose  feelings  had  become  exasperated  at  the  sight 
of  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  their  wounded  friends. 
AVhatever  may  have  been  the  causes  that  led  to  such 
gross  violations  of  law  and  order,  it  must  be  manifest 
to  all,  that  such  proceedings  ought  not  to  be  tolerated 
in  a  government  of  laws,  and  in  a  country  which 
boasts  of  its  freedom — they  are  entirely  incompatible 
with  both.  The  subject  is,  therefore,  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  being  the  only  de- 
partment of  the  government  possessing  the  power  to 
provide  an  effectual  remedy  against  a  recurrence  of 
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such  disgraceful  scenes  of  lawless  atrocity  and  un- 
justifiable violence. 

The  people  have  an  undeniable  right  to  be  protected 
by  their  government,  in  the  exercise  of  that  invalu- 
able privilege  of  freemen,  the  elective  franchise;  and 
no  means  should  be  l6ft  unassayed  to  secure  to  them 
that  right  in  its  broadest  form,  and  to  be  exercised  in 
a  manner  at  once  safe  from  violence,  and  entirely  free 
from  every  species  of  restraint.  A  revision  of  the 
laws  regulating  the  general  elections  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, with  a  view  to  attain  the  objects  alluded 
to,  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  attended  with  the  happiest 
effects. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  continue 
the  improvement  of  the  State  by  canals  and  rail- 
roads,'' passed  the  fifth  day  of  April  last,  authorizing 
the  Governor  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  sum  of  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  a  notice  was 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  on 
the  sixteenth  of  April,  in  the  usual  form,  and  pub- 
lished in  newspapers  printed  at  Harrisburg,  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  inviting  proposals  for  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  part  of  the  loan  authorized 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary's  office 
until  one  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  fifth  of  June  then  next; 
and  for  the  residuary  sum  of  one  million  six  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  until 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth  day  of  July 
then  next.  On  the  first  mentioned  of  which  days  the 
loan  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  awarded  to 
Elihu  Chauncey,  esquire,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
at  his  offer  of  one  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  fifty- 
eight  cents  in  money  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  of 
stock;  being  fifty-seven  cents  more  per  hundred  dollars 
of  stock  than  any  other  otfer  received  for  that  por- 
tion of  said  loan — and  on  the  tenth  day  of  July,  the 
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daj'  assigned  for  that  purpose,  the  residue  of  the  said 
loan,  being  one  million  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars,  was  contracted  for  with  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  price  or  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  five  dollars  and  three  cents  in  money  for 
every  one  hundred  dollars  of  stock:  being  one  cent 
more  per  share  of  .stock  than  any  other  offer  received 
for  that  portion  of  the  loan  aforesaid.  By  these  sev- 
eral transactions,  the  State  will  have  realized  in  pre- 
miums upon  the  receipt  of  the  last  instalment  of  raid 
loan,  the  sum  of  ninety-nine  thousand  two  hundred  aicc; 
forty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 

'Although  this  sum  falls  far  short  of  the  amount  re- 
ceived in  former  years  in  the  shape  of  premiums  upon 
loans,  still,  taking  into  consideration  the  unfavorable 
circumstances  existing  at  the  time  the  loans  were 
contracted  for,  the  consequence  of  a  groundless  panic 
or  dread,  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  capitalists,  dis- 
inclining them  to  adventure  upon  a  transaction  of 
such  magnitude,  the  terms  upon  which  the  loan  was 
disposed  of  were  quite  as  advantageous  to  the  Com- 
monwealth as  could  reasonably  have  been  expected. 
It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that  the  temporary  loan 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  authorized  by  act 
of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January  last,  and  which 
was  negotiated  with  certain  banks,  was  repaid  to 
the  several  banks  on  the  first  of  August,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  permanent  lean  above  mentioned,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April  last. 

By  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
standards  and  denominations  of  measures  and  weights 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,"  approved  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April  last,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  procure  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth 
within  certain  limited  periods,  positive  standards  of 
weights  and  measures;    but  no  provision  is  made  by 
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the  act  for  defraying  the  expenses  which  must  be  in- 
curred by  a  compliance  with  its  directions.  The  pro- 
priety of  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  the 
objects  of  the  act  into  effect,  to  be  drawn  for  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  is  respectfully  suggested. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  an  act  was 
passed  for  establishing  a  general  system  of  education 
by  common  schools,  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
in  compliance  with  a  constitutional  provision  which, 
until  then,  although  not  entirely  disregarded,  hal 
never  been  carried  into  effect  in  the  manner  intended 
by  the  members  of  the  convention,  to  whose  sagacity 
and  profound  political  wisdom  we  are  indebted  for  the 
present  excellent  constitution  of  our  State.  The  act 
referred  to  was  prepared,  by  those  to  whom  the  ar- 
rangement of  its  details  was  committed,  under  many 
embarrassing  and  discouraging  circumstances,  and 
there  would  be  no  great  cause  for  astonishment  if  it 
ehould  be  found  to  be  not  entirely  perfect.  The  sub- 
"ect  was  new  in  Pennsylvania;  the  path  to  be  trodden 
had  never  been  explored;  a  former  attempt  to  in- 
troduce the  system  had  failed;  and  the  question  how 
far  public  opinion  would  go  in  sustaining  such  pro- 
ject, could  not  then  be  distinctly  ascertained.  Peti- 
tions containing  the  names  of  many  respectable  indi- 
viduals in  different  parts  of  the  State,  in  favor  of  such 
a  nu-asure,  had,  however,  been  presented  during  the 
last  and  preceding  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  and 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  strong  desire  was 
manifesting  itself  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  some 
S/Stem  that  would  have  a  tendency  to  give  life  and 
vigour  to  the  cause  of  education  throughout  the  Stati*. 
I'.y  great  industry,  assiduity  and  per  sever  an  <^e,  a  mass 
of  valuable  information  was  obtained,  which  unfolded 
a  fund  of  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  advantages,  the 
uiility,  the  cheapness — in  short  the  decided  preference 
which  a  system  of  common  schools,  of  general  inter- 
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est,  and  sustained  and  encouraged  by  the  public  boun- 
ty, maintained  over  every  other  plan  of  education  of  u 
private  or  partial  character.  From  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  information  thus  collected,  from  every  part 
of  the  Union  in  which  the  experiment  of  general  edu- 
cation had  been  made,  the  principles  of  the  bill  al- 
luded to  were  extracted  and  framed  into  a  law,  hav- 
ing passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  with  a 
unanimity  rarely  equalled,  perhaps  never  surpassed 
in  the  annals  of  legislation. 

The  provisions  of  this  act  have,  it  is  understood, 
been  adopted  by  all  the  school  districts  in  some  coun- 
ties, partially  in  others,  and  in  a  few  they  have  been 
rejected  altogether.  This,  it  is  understood,  was  the 
CJise  in  some  of  our  sister  States,  in  the  commencement 
ul  the  system  there;  and  it  was  to  be  expected  in 
the  inception  of  the  system  here.  Every  new  measure, 
altholigh  it  may  have  for  its  object  to  confer  the  most 
solid  advantages  upon  the  community  in  which  it  is 
to  operate,  is  destined,  for  the  most  part,  to  encounter 
long-cherished,  inveterate  prejudices,  which  it  will 
be  difficult  to  conquer,  unless  the  most  incontestible 
demonstrations  can  be  given  of  its  title  to  preference, 
on  the  score  of  unquestionable  public  utility,  over  that 
which  it  is  intended  to  supplant.  This  act  is  said  to 
be  defective  in  its  details;  it  probably  is  so;  some  of 
its  provisions  might  possibly  be  improved  by  intro- 
ducing salutary  amendments.  But  as  it  will  go  par- 
tially into  operation  in  the  course  of  the  coming  year, 
its  objectionable  features  will  be  developed  by  the 
practical  experiments  under  it,  and  the  remedies 
proper  to  be  applied  will  present  less  difficulty  after 
the  defects  will  have  been  more  distinctly  ascertained. 
Such  amendments  as  are  obviously  necessary  to  a 
more  equal  distribution  of  'the  public  bounty  or  ap- 
propriation for  the  benefit  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
State;    to  prevent  the  imposing  of  unequal  burdens 
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upon  those  wlio  accept  the  provisions  of  the  act^  and 
such  as  do  not;  or  that  will  be  discovered  to  be  in 
any  respect  necessary  for  giving  effect  to  the  system, 
the  General  Assembly  will  not  fail,  it  is  presumed,  to 
discover  and  to  introduce. — Coming  as  you  do  from 
all  parts  of  the  State,  you  will  naturally  have  brought 
with  vou  a  fund  of  information  in  relation  to  this  im- 
portant  measure,  which  the  Executive,  whose  oppor- 
tunities for  ascertaining  public  sentiment  are  more 
circumscribed,  cannot  be  supposed  to  possess.  It  is 
exceedingly  desirable  that  a  system  which  is  to  exert 
an  influence  so  universal  and  so  all  important,  over 
the  moral  and  intellectual  character  and  condition  of 
the  people  of  this  State,  should  not  only  be  made  as 
perfect  as  possible,  but  as  acceptable  and  as  agreeable 
as  possible  to  those  who  are  to  be  affected  by  it.  That 
the  system  of  education  for  which  the  act  in  question 
provides,  is  decidedly  preferable  in  every  conceivable 
point  of  view,  to  that  now  in  operation,  no  man  who 
will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  draw  a  faithful  com- 
parison between  the  two,  can  for  a  moment  hesitate 
about  or  doubt.  If  the  act  now  under  consideration 
goes  into  operation,  the  odious  distinction  between 
rich  and  poor,  wealth  and  indigence,  which  has  here- 
tofore precluded  the  children  of  many  indigent,  though 
honest  and  respectable  parents,  from  a  participation 
in  the  advantages  of  education  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, will  be  exploded;  and  the  poor  man's  child  will 
be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  that  of  his  wealthier 
neighbour,  both  in  the  school  room  and  when  indulg- 
ing in  their  necessary  recreations. 

Another  decided  advantage  will  be  derived  to 
fathers  of  families  and  others  interested  in  educating 
children,  from  the  provisions  of  this  law,  in  the  great 
diminution  in  the  expense  of  tuition;  whilst  those  who 
have  no  children  to  educate  will  be  exposed  to  no  in- 
crease of  their  taxes  for  education  purposes,  but  in 
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all  probability  will  have  them  materially  diminished 
as  soon  as  the  system  shall  have  gone  fully  into  ef- 
fect; but  a  further  and  still  more  important  advantage 
than  either  of  the  other  two,  will  result  to  the  rising 
generation,  upon  which  this  law  is  more  immediately 
to  operate,  from  the  more  efficient  manner  of  instruc- 
tion, and  the  great  disparity  in  the  learning,  the  char- 
acter and  competency  of  many  of  the  present  teach- 
ers, and  those  to  be  employed  hereafter.  The  want 
of  these  advantages  constitutes  the  great  defect  in 
the  system  now  in  operation  in  Pennsylvania. 

This  may  be  emphatically  pronounced  to  be  a  mea- 
sure belonging  to  the  era  of  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  not  to  that  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four.  To  insist  that  it  emanated  from  the  Executive 
or  the  Legislature,  however  desirable  it  might  be  to 
appropriate  the  proud  distinction  of  being  its  projec- 
tor, is  an  entire  fallacy.  Such  a  monument  of  im- 
perishable fame  was  not  reserved  for  the  men  of 
modern  times — it  belongs  to  the  statesmen  of  by-gone 
days. — To  the  patriots  who  framed  the  constitution 
under  which  we  live  and  under  which  we  have  been 
pre-eminently  prosperous  and  happy,  belongs  the 
proud  trophy — it  is  to  them  we  are  indebted  for  this 
wholesome  measure — they  inscribed  it  upon  the  sacred 
tablet  of  the  constitution  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  then- 
determination,  that  universal  education  should  form 
one  of  the  pillars  of  the  government;  and  as  an  abid- 
ing testimonial  of  the  high  value  they  attached  to 
the  dissemination  of  knowledge  as  a  protection  and 
safeguard  to  our  free  institutions:  and  we  are  ad- 
monished by  the  language  of  the  matchless  instrument 
which  proceeded  from  their  hands,  as  by  a  voice  from 
the  grave,  that'  the  solemn  injunction  which  they  en- 
grafted upon  it,  in  behalf  of  education,  must  not  be 
disregarded. 

Having,  on  several  occasions,  taken  the  oath  pre- 
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scribed  by  law,  for  the  Executive  of  the  State,  making 
it  obligatory  upon  him,  among  other  things,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, I  should  have  considered  myself  justly 
chargeable  with  inexcusable  official  delinquency,  if, 
upon  any  proper  occasion,  I  had  omitted  to  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  propriety 
of  carrying  into  effect  a  constitutional  provision  of 
no  ordinary  interest,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  forty  years,  remained,  as  it  was  on  the  day  of 
the  adoption  of  that  instrument,  to  all  practical  pur- 
poses— a  dead  letter. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  I  took  occasion  to  in- 
troduce to  the  notice  of  the  General  Assembly  the 
subject  of  corporations  generally,  and  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  restricting  our  legislation,  in  regard  to 
conferring  corporate  powers,  to  such  enterprises  ex- 
clusively, as  are  of  incontestible  public  utility;  to 
the  accomplishment  of  which  individual  capital  and 
credit  would  be  inadequate;  and  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  extended  to  such  branches  of  business  as  can  be 
successfully  carried  on  by  individual  exertion  and  in- 
dividual means.  The  privilege  of  voting  by  proxy  at 
elections  for  officers,  and  for  deciding  important  mea- 
sures connected  with  the  management  of  such  public 
bodies,  was  also  alluded  to  as  being  incompatible  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  My  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  these  /ubjects  have  undergone  no  change, 
but  on  the  contrary  have  been  much  strengthened 
since  the  promulgation  of  that  document.  It  cannot 
be.  denied  that  every  incorporation  that  is  authorized, 
and  every  monopoly  that  is  established,  even  for  the 
most  useful  public  purposes,  is  a  deviation  from  that 
republican  simplicity  which  the  principles  upon  which 
our  admirable  form  of  government  is  predicated  would 
seem  to  inculcate,  and  a  virtual  encroachment  upon 
our  liberties.     By  multiplying  these  formidable^  irre- 
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sponsible  public  bodies,  we  shall,  in  the  process  of 
time,  raise  up  within  the  Commonwealth  an  aristo- 
cratic combination  of  powers,  which  will  dictate  its 
own  laws,  and  put  at  defiance  the  government  and  the 
people.  We  have  recently  had  a  strong  illustration 
of  the  power  and  dangerous  tendency  of  such  insti- 
tutions, and  it  may  be  well  to  learn  wisdom  from  ex- 
perience. These  observations  have  been  suggested  by 
a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  morbid,  restless  so- 
licitude, to  produce  a  state  of  incautious  legislation, 
tending  to  precipitate  a  system  of  legalized  specula- 
tion upon  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  has,  for 
some  time  past,  but  too  conspicuously  manifested  itself 
in  our  legislative  halls,  in  the  shape  of  applications 
for  the  incorporation  of  monopolies  of  various  de 
scriptions.  A  depraved,  unsound  spirit,  evincing  a 
vitiated  anxiety  for  the  establishment  of  banking  in- 
stitutions and  other  corporations  possessing  exclusive 
privileges,  seems  to  have  marked  the  era  in  which  we 
live,  as  one  peculiarly  distinguished  for  its  inveterate 
oppugnancy  to  the  tardy  but  certain  method  of  se- 
curing competency  and  independence,  pursued  by  the 
men  of  other  days,  as  well  as  for  its  peculiar  predi- 
lections in  favor  of  some  shorter  and  less  difiQcult  path, 
by  which  to  arrive  at  wealth  and  power. 

To  encourage  this  spirit  any  further,  at  this  time, 
would  be  as  unwise  as  our  too  liberal  legislation  in 
sustaining  it  hei'etofore  was  impolitic  and  injudicious. 
Public  opinion  seems  to  have  set  its  seal  of  reprobation 
upon  such  a  course — and  instead  of  being  favorable 
to  a  further  extension  of  banking  institutions,  and 
their  necessary  concomitant,  an  increased  paper  cir- 
culation, its  recent  expression  evinced  a  decided  oppo- 
sition to  any  measure  connected  with  this  subject, 
short  of  introducing  into  our  circulating  medium  a 
due  proportion  of  the  metallic  currency  contemplated 
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to  accomplisli  an  object  so  desirable,  and  to  reform 
the  circulation  within  our  own  State  by  contracting 
or  reducing  the  amount  of  paper  money' now  afloat, 
and  substituting  in  its  stead  a  more  sound  and  per- 
manent standard  of  value,  it  seems  to  be  essential  that 
the  legislation  of  the  State  with  regard  to  an  increase 
of  banking  institutions,  should  be  forthwith  checked. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  an  increase  of  Banks, 
whilst  they  would  add  nothing  to  the  actual  capital 
of  the  country,  would  contribute  largely  to  increase 
the  already  too  redundant  supply  of  bank  paper,  the 
value  of  much  of  which  might  well  be  questioned, 
should  an  immediate  demand  for  converting  it  into 
'specie  be  made  and  insisted  on.  Allow  me  also  to 
suggest,  for  legislative  consideration,  another  mea 
sure  as  a  valuable  auxiliary  for  introducing  an  in- 
creased circulation  of  the  precious  metals — I  mean 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Assembly  entitled  "An  act  concerning  small  notes 
for  the  payment  of  money,"  passed  the  twelfth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
to  all  bank  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  ten  dol- 
lars. By  causing  bank  paper  of  a  description  under  the 
sum  mentioned,  to  be  gradually  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation, the  introduction  of  gold  and  silver  coins  in 
sutticient  quantities  to  supply  the  vacuum  thus  pro- 
duced, would  immediately  follow.  A  more  stable, 
sound  and  permanent  circulation,  in  which  the  public 
would  have  confidence,  would  be  established;  over 
issues  would  be  prevented;  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  would  in  a  great  measure  cease;  the  work- 
ing classes  of  the  community  would  receive  an  equiva- 
lent for  their  labor  in  which  they  could  confide;  wild 
and  ruinous  speculation  would  receive  a  wholesome 
check;  and  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  property,  so 
detrimental  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  would  be 
less  frequent. 
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A  further  safe  guard,  against  the  ruinousi  conse- 
quences resulting  to  the  community  from  excessive 
issues  of  bank  paper,  will  be  found  in  imposing  whole- 
some restrictions  upon  those  institutions,  both  in  re- 
gard to  their  circulation  and  their  credits  or  discounts, 
neither  of  which  should  be  allowed  to  exceed  a  certain 
prescribed  sum,  over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  institution,  much  reduced  below  that 
now  allowed  by  law;  and  that  a  portion  of  the  excess 
of  dividends  over  a  certain  percentage  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Legislature,  upon  the  amount  paid  on 
each  share  of  stock,  should  be  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury,  as  an  annual  equivalent  for  the  privileges 
conferred,  to  be  applied  to  the  education  fund,  or  such 
other  beneficial  public  purposes  as  the  Legislature  may 
from  time  to  time  direct.  Such  a  course  of  Legisla- 
tion, it  is  believed,  would  place  our  State  institutions 
upon  a  basis  at  once  solid  and  substantial;  would  ♦ 
quench  the  desire  for  an  increase  of  banking  privileges,  * 
and  would  go  far  to  guard  the  community  against  the 
danger  of  those  sudden  expansions  and  contractions, 
which  have  heretofore  so  injuriously  and  ruinously 
affected  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  as  well 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  as  commercial.  There 
is  no  species  of  property  that  may,  with  a  greater  re- 
gard to  justice,  be  resorted  to  for  contributions  to 
beneficial  or  useful  purposes,  than  that  which  is  de- 
rived from  the  profits  arising  from  the  business  trans- 
actions of  moneyed  institutions.  Being  endowed  with 
privileges  from  which  the  rest  of  the  community  is 
excluded,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  a  part  of  the  bounty 
they  have  received  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  should 
be  returned  to  the  public  in  ease  of  the  burdens  which 
would  otherwise  have  to  be  borne  by  their  less  for- 
tunate neighbors.  In  introducing  the  measures  recom- 
mended into  our  moneyed  system,  care  must  be  taken, 
however,  that  it  be  done  cautiously  and  gradually, 
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and  in  a  manner  to  enable  those  institutions  to  meet 
the  change  without  the  necessity  of  suddenly  curtail- 
ing their  business  operations,  or  injuriously  affecting 
the  industry  or  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  fiscal  relations  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  first  day  of  November  last,  have 
been  such  as  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  various 
demands  upon  it,  notwithstanding  the  great  diminu- 
tion in  the  proceeds  of  some  of  the  sources  of  revenue, 
and  the  heavy  claims*  to  which  it  was  subjected  by  the 
liberal  appropriations  granted  for  local  objects,  dur- 
ing the  last  and  preceding  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  which  were  called  for  within  the  last  fiscal 
year. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  year  ending 
as  above,  including  the  balance  remaining  therein 
on  the  first  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
tliree,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  one  million  six  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  ninety-one  cents;  and  the  expenditures 
during  the  same  period,  were  one  million  five  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars  and  seventy-one  cents,  leaving  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  November  last,  of  fifty- 
four  thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty 
cents;  of  which  balance,  however,  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  was  due  to  the  internal  improve- 
ment fund,  from  which  it  had  been  borrowed  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  payment  of  interest  on  the 
first  of  August  last,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
fifteenth  of  April  last — leaving  a  nett  balance  there- 
fore in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  of 
four  thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty 
cents. 

The  great  disparity  between  the  balance  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  and  those  of 
former  years,  is  to  be  ascribed,  in  part,  to  causes  which 
are  beyond  the  possibility  of  control,  and  partly  to 
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causes  which  are  exclusively  within  the  power  and 
control  of  the  Legislature.  An  unexpected  diminu- 
tion in  the  revenues  arising  from  lands,  auction  duties, 
collateral  inheritance  tax  and  some  other  sources  of 
revenue,  constitutes  the  first  class  of  causes;  and  a 
drain  upon  the  Treasury  authorized  by  large  appro- 
priations of  money  for  numerous  local  objects,  already 
alluded  to,  forms  the  second — the  sums  appropriated 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars 
and  thirty-eight  cents.  The  day  isi  not  far  distant, 
when  the  finances  of  the  State  will  justify  a  liberal 
appropriation  of  money  for  useful  local  objects  of 
every  description;  but  it  is  respectfully  submitted 
whether,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Commonwealth,  sound  policy  does  not  require  that 
there  should  be  a  prudent  forbearance,  in  that  respect, 
for  the  present;  and  until  the  revenues  about  to  be 
derived  from  other  sources  than  those  now  relied  on, 
will  justify  greater  liberality  in  our  expenditures. 

I  would  take  occasion  here  to  remark,  that  there  is 
no  officer  either  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
or  in  anv  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  whose  imme- 
diate  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  or  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  the  tax  upon  collateral  inheritances,  which  in  many 
cases  is  entirelv  evaded — and  it  is  understood  that 
there  is  great  remissness  and  a  want  of  correct  know- 
ledge necessary  to  the  just  and  equitable  assessment 
and  apportionment  of  the  duties  upon  licenses  of 
wholesale  dealers  and  retailers  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  other  sources  of  revenue,  and  that  there  are 
many  thousands  of  dollars  lost  to  the  State  ahnually, 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  alone,  which 
the  vigilance  of  an  active  officer  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose would  secure  and  bring  into  the  Treasury.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  therefore,  in  the  collection  of  thisi 


198  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

portion  of  the  public  revenue,  allow  me  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Attorney  General  and  his  deputies,  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several 
counties  throughout  the  State,  be  invested  with  the 
authority  necessary  for  compelling  executors  and 
administrators,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  estates  of 
their  decedents  are  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  tax 
upon  collateral  inheritances,  to  render  and  settle  their 
accounts,  and  to  pay  over  the  amount  of  tax  due  to 
the  Commonwealth  from  such  estates,  at  the  times  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law;  and  t^  be  author- 
ized to  aid  in  the  apportionment  and  to  enforce  the 
collection  also,  of  such  other  branches  of  the  public 
revenue  as  may  claim  their  attention — receiving  as  a 
compensation  for  their  services,  such  reasonable  per 
centage  upon  the  sums  by  them  collected,  as  may  be 
considered  to  be  just — or  that  such  other  measures 
may  be  adopted  to  accomplish  the  object,  as  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  may  in  their  wisdom  deem  expedient 
and  proper.  It  is  believed  that  a  strict  attention  to 
the  collection  of  the  revenues  to  which  the  Common- 
wealth is  entitled,  together  with  the  accession  from 
new  sources,  and  a  careful  husbanding  of  the  whole, 
will  enable  the  State  to  meet  all  its  ordinary  engage- 
ments, and  that  the  necessity  for  continuing  in  force 
the  act  entitled  ^'An  act  to  increase  the  county  rates 
and  levies  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,"  passed 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  and  which  will  expire  by  its  own  limita- 
tion on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  may  then  be  dispensed 
with. 

I  hav^e  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  the  General 
Assembly  that  our  public  works,  in  the  construction 
of  which  the  State  has  been  engaged  for  the  last 
eight  years,  have  been  so  far  completed  as  to  admit 
of  transportation  throughout  their  whole  extent,  ex- 
cept the  second  track  of  the  rail-road  across  the  Al- 
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legheny  mountain,  which,  it  is  understood,  will  be  fin- 
ished in  time  for  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the 
spring.  Upon  some  of  the  other  lines  there  are  still 
minor  jobs  remaining  unfinished,  but  which  are  rap- 
idly progressing  towards  completion.  For  all  prac- 
tical purposes  of  transporattion,  however,  all  the  lines 
may  be  said  to  be  finished,  with  the  single  exception 
mentioned. 

The  State  has  now  seven  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
of  public  improvements,  which  in  point  of  extent, 
execution  and  prospective  usefulness,  may  challenge 
a  comparison  with  any  other  structure  known  to  mod- 
ern times.  Of  these  improvements,  six  hundred  and 
one  miles  and  a  quarter  consist  of  canals  and  slack- 
water  navigation;  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
miles  and  three-quarters  are  rail-ways.  The  whole 
of  these  public  works  are  so  located  as  to  penetrate 
those  sections  of  the  Commonwealth,  which,  from 
their  known  fertility  and  mineral  wealth,  gave  the 
greatest  promise  of  a  successful  commerce  with  the 
great  Eastern  and  Western  emporiums  of  the  State; 
and  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  sections,  required 
those  facilities  which  would  have  a  tendency  more  ef- 
fectually to  develop  their  abundant,  and  in  a  measure 
still  latent,  resources  and  for  transporting  them  to 
market,  which  these  great  State  improvements  were 
alone  calculated  to  furnish. 

The  whole  cost  of  construction  which  the  Common- 
wealth will  have  incurred,  when  all  her  lines  of  im- 
provement, now  about  to  be  completed,  shall  have 
been  entirely  finished,  including  the  sum  which  will 
be  required  for  that  purpose  for  the  current  year,  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  twenty-two  millions  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dol- 
lars and  forty-one  cents.  This  sum  will  doubtless 
sound  large  to  such  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  improvements,  their  design,  extent,  and 
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great  public  importance;  but  when  these  are  scanned 
and  understood,  and  when  it  is  known  that  these  ex- 
pensive works  were  constructed  by  the  State  in  her 
own  defence,  to  preserve  her  commerce  from  the  grasp 
of  powerful  rival  neighbors,  and  that  her  great  chain 
of  internal  improvements  has  added,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  add,  incalculable  millions  to  her  present 
wealth  and  resources,  the  marvel  will  cease. 

Upon  most  of  the  loans  negotiated  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  public  works,  the  State  received  premiums 
to  an  amount,  in  the  main,  sufficient,  in  connexion 
with  the  other  revenues  set  apart  for  that  purpose, 
to  meet  the  payment  of  interest  upon  the  whole 
amount  of  the  State  debt,  at  the  respective  periods 
when  the  same  became  due. — The  increase  of  tolls 
upon  the  public  works  will,  it  is  not  doubted,  supply 
the  place  of  premiums  hereafter;  and  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  the  people  of  no  State  in  the  Union, 
in  which  public  works  have  been  constructed  at  the 
public  expense,  have  been  less  burdened  with  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  in  proportion  to  the  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  respective  improvements,  than  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  have  been.  And  such  are  the  flatter- 
ing prospects  in  regard  to  the  future  revenues  which 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  and  rail-roads  will  produce, 
that  it  is  more  than  probable,  asi  I  have  before  stated, 
that  after  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  taxation  for  these  objects  will 
not  be  required. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  all  the  public  im- 
provements during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  first 
of  November  last,  was  three  hundred  and  nine  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  fif- 
teen cents — there  were,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the 
collectors  before  the  close  of  the  year,  but  which  did 
not  reach  the  Treasury  until  after  the  accounts'  for 
the  year  had  been  closed  by  that  department,  tolls 
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amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents,  which  added 
to  the  sum  first  mentioned,  will  make  the  amount 
actually  received  within  the  year  three  hundred  and 
twenty  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollars  and  eight  cents.  This  sum  falls  considerably 
short  of  the  estimate  made  at  the  close  of  the  preced- 
ing fiscal  year,  and  yet,  considering  the  advers.e  cir- 
cumstances which  existed  at  the  opening  of  the  navi- 
gation in  the  spring,  and  the  uncontrollable  natural 
impediments  which  occurred  in  the  summer  and  part 
of  the  fall,  the  receipts  of  tolls  were  quite  as  large 
as  could  have  been  expected.  The  operating  causes 
which  reduced  their  amount  below  the  estimate  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  were,  a  want  of  prep- 
aration, at  the  commencement  of  the  spring  trans- 
portation, on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  transportation 
lines,  in  not  having  provided  a  sufficient  number  of 
cars  upon  the  Portage  rail-road,  nor  an  adequate 
number  of  boats  upon  the  Western  division  of  the 
canal,  for  conveying  the  merchandise  and  produce 
along  the  several  lines  to  their  respective  places  of 
destination.  The  delays  consequent  upon  this  state 
of  unpreparedness,  occasioned  large  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise to  be  sent  to  the  west  through  other  chan- 
nels, which  would  in  preference,  under  other  circum- 
stances, have  sought  a  conveyance  upon  the  Pennsyl- 
vania improvements.  A  drought  in  the  west,  of 
unexampled  duration,  reduced  and  continued  the  water 
of  the  Ohio  river  so  low  as  to  prevent  western  pro- 
duce from  reaching  Pittsburgh  by  the  steam  boats, 
thus  depriving  the  transports,  upon  the  Pennsylva- 
nia lines  of  improvement,  for  a  long  time,  of  full  car- 
goes to  be  carried  to  the  eastern  markets.  Other 
causes  may  have  contributed  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  tollsi,.  but  those  mentioned,  it  is  believed,  operated 
more  powerfully  than  any  other  in  producing  that  re- 
sult. 
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A  recurrence  of  such  unpropitious  circumstances 
cannot  happen  hereafter,  as  least  so  far  as  those  en- 
gaged in  the  carrying  trade  upon  the  State  improve- 
ments are  concerned.  It  is  understood  that  the  own- 
ers of  the  several  transportation  lines  of  boats  and 
cars,  are  making  ample  preparation  for  commencing 
and  carrying  on  an  active  and  extensive  business  dur- 
ing the  next  season;  and  as  the  public  works  will 
all  then  be  in  a  condition  for  conveying  all  the  mer- 
chandise and  produce  that  may  offer  to  their  respec- 
tive places  of  destination,  and  the  public  confidence 
in  the  stability  and  safety  of  that  mode  of  conveyance 
will  have-become  more  confirmed  and  settled,  the  tolls 
to  be  received  from  the  several  improvements  during 
the  current  year,  may,  it  is  believed,  be  safely  est) 
mated  at  double  the  amount  of  those  received  in  the 
last  fiscal  year,  which  will  be  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  A  higher  estimate  has,  how- 
ever, been  made  by  the  accounting  officers  upon  data 
which  in  their  opinion  may  be  relied  on. 

For  the  amount  of  expenditures  in  relation  to  these 
works,  and  the  details  generally  as  connected  with 
them,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  and  the  documents 
accompanying  the  same. 

The  great  chain  of  valuable  public  works  which 
may  now^  be  said  to  be  consummated,  and  which 
every  friend  of  Pennsylvania's  true  interests  will  con- 
template with  an  honest  glow  of  patriotic  pride  and 
pleasure,  was  for  a  long  time  considered  of  doubtful 
experiment,  both  in  regard  to  its  practicability  and  its 
ultimate  success;  and  its  eventual  completion  may 
well  be  regarded  as  a  strong  exemplification  of  the 
unlimited  extent  to  which  the  achievements  of  a  pa- 
triotic, enterprising  people,  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
virtuous  emulation  and  jealous  of  its  rights,,  may  be 
carried.  Had  this  line  of  intercommunication  be- 
tween our  great  commercial  metropolis  in  the  East 
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and  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation  in  the  West 
never  been  completed,  this  powerful  State,  instead 
of  commanding-  as  she  now  does,  and  forever  here- 
after must  do,  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  the  west- 
ern trade,  bv  which  her  wealth  and  enterprise  will  be 
immeasurably  increased,  would  even  now  have  her 
commercial  energies  paralyzed  and  be  doomed  to 
stand  by  and  with  folded  arms  see  not  only  the  rich 
and  endless  commerce  of  the  West  lured  by  the  chan- 
nels of  communication  opened  for  it  by  her  rival  neigh- 
bors, to  their  great  commercial  emporiums,  but  even 
that  of  a  large  portion  of  her  own  territory  would 
have  passed  otit  of  her  own  limits  by  the  same  me- 
dium of  conveyance,  to  the  same  placesi  of  destina- 
tion. 

The  accomplishment  of  this  portion  of  her  great  sys- 
tem of  canals  and  rail  roads,  has,  however,  placed 
our  State  so  firmly  on  the  vantage  ground,  in  respect 
to  the  commerce  of  the  West,  and  will  have  so  ef- 
fectually secured  the  whole  of  her  own,  that  it  will  be 
no  easy  task  to  supplant  her  hereafter  in  regard  to 
either.  And  having  gained  this  great  and  all  import- 
ant object,  if  it  were  possible  that  she  should  even 
be  prevented  from  realizing  a  single  dollar  in  the 
shape  of  tolls  from  her  improvements,  her  true  inter- 
ests would  nevertheless  have  been  advanced  to  an  ex- 
tent immeasurably  beyond  their  cost.  But  inde- 
pendently of  the  great  advantage  just  mentioned,  the 
inexhaustible  stores  of  wealth  which  have  hitherto 
lain  dormant,  and  which  her  public  works  are  destined 
to  unlock:  the  increased  value  they  will  impart  to 
every  description  of  property  throughout  their  whole 
extent;  and  the  incalculable  accumulation  of  tolls 
they  will  inevitably  produce,  will  not  fail  to  make 
Pennsylvania,  as  the  God  of  Nature  seems  to  have 
intended  she  should  be,  the  first  State  in  thi^s  great 
confederacy. 
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I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  bringing  to 
the  view  of  the  General  Assembly  the  claims  of  the 
people  of  the  North  and  North- Western  portions  of 
the  State.  They  urge,  and  with  reason^  their  title 
to  a  share  of  the  public  liberality  in  the  construction 
of  public  works;  they  allege,  what  is  most  certainly 
true,  that  they  have  manfully  stood  by  the  system  of 
internal  improvement  from  its  inception  to  the  con- 
sumation  of  that  portion  of  it  which  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  have  given  it  aid  and  encouragement; 
that  they  have  borne  their  share  of  the  public  bur- 
den, and  contributed  their  money  for  its  accomplish- 
ment, in  the  shape  of  taxes;  they  aver  ttiat  the  sys- 
tem, as  originally  designed,  will  not  be  completed 
until  a  connection  shall  have  been  formed  with  the 
Elmira  canal,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  by  an  im- 
provement along  the  North  BrancR  of  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  nor  until  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  are  made  to 
intermingle  with  those  of  the  Allegheny  and  the  Del- 
aware by  opening  a  communication  by  some  eligible 
route  to  be  fixed  upon  for  connecting  the  Harbor  of 
Erie  with  the  Allegheny  river  at  Pittsburg.  That  the 
claims  of  these  citizens  are  strong,  is  undeniable ;  that 
the  system  as  originally  designed  was  intended  to 
embrace  at  least  one  of  these  points,  if  not  both,  is 
not  doubted;  that  they  have  stood  by  and  borne  their 
share  of  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  in  that  which 
has  been  accomplished,  it  is  but  sheer  justice  to  them 
to  say;  that  the  true  policy  of  the  State  as  well  as  the 
justice  of  the  claims  preferred,  favor  the  project  of 
carrying  the  system  to  its  consummation,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  will  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  claims 
are  respectfully  submitted;  the  time,  the  manner  and 
the  means  are  subjects  worthy  of  profound  Legisla- 
tive deliberation;  and  the  state  of  the  public  finances 
as  connected  with  immediate  operations,  must  form  a 
distinguished  feature  in  the  decision  of  the  General 
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Assembly  upon  these  important  measures.  It  is  but 
just  that,  in  connexion  with  the  subjectsi  adverted  to, 
I  should  mention  the  contemplated  connection  of  the 
Ohio  canal  with  the  Pensylvania  improvements,  at 
some  point  to  be  designated  by  the  Legislature  of  that 
State.  No  decisive  steps  have,  however,  as  yet  been 
taken  by  the  State  of  Ohio  for  carrying  the  contem- 
plated measure  into  effect.  Should  a  movement  be 
made  by  her  Legislature  for  authorizing  the  proposed 
connection,  it  seems  to  me  the  subject  holds  out  ad- 
vantages too  important  to  be  neglected,  and  which 
should  induce  immediate  corresponding  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State.  I 
would  also  mention,  whilst  upon  the  subject  of  our 
internal  improvements,  that  upon  the  argument  of 
a  bill  in  equity  filed  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing an  injunction  to  restrain  certain  superintendents 
and  agents  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  from 
proceeding  in  the  erection  of  a  dam,  digging  a  trench, 
and  diverting  and  using  the  water  of  a  stream  of 
water  on  the  land  of  the  complainants,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  water  stations  for  supplying  the  loco- 
motive and  stationary  engines  upon  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia  rail-road  with  the  necessary  quantity 
of  water,  the  court,  although  they  admitted  that  tak- 
ing the  several  acts  of  the  last  session,  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  locomotive  engines,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  water  stations,  drains,  &c.,  belonging  to  said 
road,  in  connection,  their  phraseology  went  far  to 
show  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to 
authorize  the  making  of  the  latter;  yet  they  seemed 
to  doubt  whether  such  intention  could  be  so  made  out 
as  to  convey  the  power  to  enter  on  private  property 
and  make  a  permanent  appropriation  of  a  water  course 
for  such  a  purpose. 

As  this  question  is  intended  to  be  brought  before 
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the  court  shortly  for  final  adjudication,  I  shall  be  ex- 
cused, I  trust,  for  urging  upon  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  General  Asserably  the  necessity  of  removing 
all  doubt  upon  this  subject,  by  the  passage  of  an  act 
declaratory  of  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  vest 
in  the  appropriate  officers  of  the  commonwealth  the 
necessary  powers  for  carrying  into  effect  the  contem- 
plated improvement,  and  for  using  all  the  appropriate 
means  for  rendering  it  available  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  originally  designed.  It  is  proper  to  men- 
tion, at  the  same  time,  that  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion alluded  to  has  elicited  a  fact  which  theretofore 
had  escaped  observation,  namely,  that  there  is  not 
either  in  the  several  acts  referred  to,  nor  in  any  of 
the  preceding  acts  passed  for  the  improvement  of  the 
state  by  canals  and  rail  roads,  any  express  provision 
made  for  authorising  the  appropriation  of  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals  for  their  location  or  that  of  their 
necessary  appendages,  or  for  taking  the  materials 
and  other  requisites  indispensable  for  their  construc- 
tion, and  for  making  them  usefully  operative  when 
completed.  Nor  is  there  any  direct  or  express  au- 
thority contained  in  either  of  those  acts,  for  making 
compensation  for  private  property  thus  taken  for  pub- 
lic use,  although  from  their  phraseology  all  those 
powers  are  abundantly  implied. 

In  order  therefore  that  the  several  powers  and  au- 
thorities! intended  to  be  conferred  by  law  upon  the 
agents  of  the  commonwealth  in  the  particulars  re- 
ferred to,  may  be  stripped  of  all  difficulty  and  doubt 
for  the  future,  allow  me  respectfully  to  recommend 
that  they  be  severally  incorporated  in  express  terms, 
among  the  provisions  to  be  contained  in  the  declara- 
tory act,  the  early  passage  of  which  has  just  been 
urged  upon  your  consideration. 

It  is  ardently  desired  by  a  large  portion  of  our  fel- 
low citizens  that  a  thorough  revision  of  the  present 


George  Wolf.  207 

militia  system  should  take  place.  This  measure  is 
one  of  the  first  imi^ression  and  will  not  be  overlooked 
by  a  vigilant  legislature.  The  views  expressed  in  the 
last  annual  message,  with  regard  to  that  important 
arm  of  our  national  defence,  are  still  entertained, 
and  the  opinion  that  to  make  the  system  effective,  leg- 
islation in  regard  to  it  must  commence  in  congress,  is 
confirmed  by  the  action  of  the  legislatures  of  several 
of  our  sister  states  in  calling  the  attention  of  that  body 
to  it. 

Kesolutions  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly,  di- 
recting the  attention  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  congress  to  the  subject,  might  have  a  ten- 
dency to  quicken  the  action  of  that  body  in  relation 
to  it.  The  resolutions  might  be  so  framed  as  to  urge 
upon  the  legislatures  of  the  other  states  of  the  union, 
the  propriety  of  adopting  similar  measures,  with  a 
view  to  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  accomplishment 
of  the  object. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  the  Honorable  Wil- 
liam Wilkins,  late  a  senator  in  congress,  resigning  his 
seat  in  that  body.  The  attention  of  the  general  as- 
sembly is  respectfully  invited  to  the  subject,  in  order 
that  the  vacancy  may  be  filled  at  as  early  a  period  as 
practicable,  congress  being  now  in  session  and  a  full 
representation  of  the  state,  in  that  body,  desirable. 

A  further  report  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  revise  the  civil  code  may  be  expected  shortly.  The 
gentlemen  engaged  in  that  arduous  work  are  labor- 
ing assiduously  to  bring  it  to  a  close.  The  undertak- 
ing is  one  requiring  much  investigation,  deep  reflec- 
tion and  great  care  in  the  compilation  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  subject  matter,  as  well  as  the  detail,  nec- 
essary to  enter  into  a  code  of  laws  for  regulating  the 
civil  relations  of  a  community  so  numerous  and  dif- 
fuse as  ours;  and  it  may  become  necessary  to  grant  a 
further   extension   of  the  time   allotted   to   them,   in 


2o8  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

order  to  enable  them  to  complete  a  work  which  they 
have  been  prosecuting  with  so  much  ability,  and,  I 
may  add,  with  so  much  advantage  to  the  public.  Sev- 
eral of  the  bills  reported  by  the  commissioners  have 
not  received  the  legislative  sanction,  but  remain  among 
the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  session.  Some  of 
those  bills  would,  it  is  understood,  if  enacted  into  laws, 
be  of  primary  importance,  and  especially  that  relating 
to  the  inspection  of  produce  of  various  descriptions, 
as  it  would  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  west- 
ern trade  seeking  transportation  upon  our  canals  and 
rail  roads,  and  consequently  upon  the  amount  of  tolls 
to  be  derived  from  them. 

An  agreement  has  been  concluded  and  signed  by 
the  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  State 
and  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  relation  to  the  use  of 
the  waters  of  the  Delaware  river,  which  will  require 
the  sanction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
States  to  render  it  effectual. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  will  be  laid  before 
you  shortly,  together  with  the  agreement.  From  the 
high  character  of  the  gentlemen  entrusted  with  this 
negotiation,  for  intelligence  and  capacity,  we  may 
reasonably  anticipate  that  such  an  arrangement  has 
been  made,  as  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
people  of  both  States,  by  eft'ectually  securing  the 
rights  of  each. 

The  arrangements  of  the  districts  for  holding  terms 
of  the  Supreme  court,  made  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  entire  abolition  of  the  Circuit 
courts,  seem  to  have  met  the  approbation  generally 
of  those  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice. 
The  change  is  believed  to  have  operated  a  great  relief 
to  the  Judges  of  that  court,  by  ridding  them  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly oppressive  w^eight  of  judicial  labor;  while  it 
has  placed  them  in  a  condition  to  put  an  end  to  the 
complaints  of  "the  law's  delay,"  and  enabled  them 
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to  despatch  the  public  business  with  promptness,  and 
with  more  satisfaction  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  are  to  be  affected  by  their  decisions.  Sev- 
eral bills,  I  understand,  will  be  laid  before  you  at 
an  early  period  of  your  session,  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  revise  the  civil  code,  relative  to  the 
courts,  their  jurisdiction  and  powers/ and  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  generally,  which  will  doubtless  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly,  during 
the  present  session.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  impor- 
tant change  in  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  is  desired  at  this  time. 

By  an  act  approved  the  27th  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  completing 
the  Eastern,  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  for  effecting 
certain  alterations  in  the  Western  penitentiary,  which 
latter  sum  was  increased  by  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  dollars  by  the  act  of  the  fif- 
teenth of  April  of  the  present  year.  These  several 
sums  have  been  expended  in  prosecuting  the  work 
they  were  designed  to  accomplish,  and  in  the  Eastern 
penitentiary  the  cells,  directed  by  the  Legislature  to 
be  built,  have  been  erected  and  permanently  covered 
in.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  work,  however, 
still  remains  unfinished,  and  the  whole  will  not  be 
completed  before  mid-summer  of  the  ensuing  year. 
For  the  entire  completion  of  the  work,  an  additional 
appropriation   will   be   required.     In   this  institution 

• 

there  were  confined  on  the  first  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  one  hundred  and  fifty  male  and  two  female 
prisoners,  and  between  that  period  and  the  first  of 
November  following,  eighty-four  male  convicts  were 
received  into,  and  twentv-four  males  and  one  female 
were  discharged  from  the  penitentiary,  by  expiration 
of  sentence,  eight  were  pardoned  and  five  died — leav- 
ing in  the  establishment  at  the  date  last  mentioned, 
14— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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two  hundred  criminals  convicted  of  various  offences, 
of  wliich  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  are  males  and 
one  female.  In  the  Western  establishment,  a  block 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  four  cells,  which  had 
been  commenced  in  the  spring  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three  is  now  completed;  the  observatory 
and  apartments  connected  with  the  same  are  also 
nearly  finished.  Another  block  of  seventy-six  cells 
is  rapidly  progressing  towards  completion.  A  variety 
of  other  works,  consisting  of  flag  stone  floors,  gal- 
lery, &c.,  are  in  progress  and  will  soon  be  finished. 
Such  alterations,  it  is  understood,  have  been  made 
in  this  building  and  the  arrangement  of  the  cells,  as 
to  have  enabled  those  entrusted  with  the  government 
of  the  institution  to  put  the  system  of  solitary  con- 
finement and  solitary  labor  partially  into  operation. 
A  report  was  made  by  the  architect  to  the  board  of 
inspectors,  showing  the  alterations,  the  improvement 
in  the  material  and  form  of  construction  of  the  cells, 
the  progress  of  the  work,  &c.,  together  with  an  es- 
timate of  the  sums  necessary  for  its  partial  comple- 
tion and  the  completion  of  the  structure  to  the  whole 
extent  of  its  original  design,  copies  of  which  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Executive  and  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you. 

In  this  prison  there  were,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year,  one  hundred  and  four  convicts;  be- 
tween that  period  and  the  twenty-first  of  November, 
there  were  received  into  it  forty-three;  discharged 
from  it  fifty-three,  and  three  died — leaving  at  the  last 
mentioned  date,  ninety-one  criminals  of  various  of- 
fences.— Owing  to  sickness  which  prevailed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  among  the  prisoners  confined  in  the 
Western  penitentiary,  and  which  is  ascribed  in  some 
measure  to  the  dampness  of  the  new  cells,  and  the 
want  of  profitable  employment  for  them  during  the 
season,  the  proceeds  of  their  labor,  which  consisted 
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for  the  most  part  of  picking  oakum,  will  fall  short 
of  the  sum  required  for  their  support  by  about  one 
half. 

Preparations  are  now  making  to  employ  the  con- 
victs extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods, 
as  soon  as  the  prices  of  such  manufactures  will  jus- 
tify that  measure;  the  l5usiness  of  shoe-making  will 
also  be  vigorously  carried  on,  and  it  is  intended  that 
the  prisoners  shall  all  be  so  employed  hereafter  as 
to  ensure  sufficient  earnings  to  defray  the  entire  ex- 
pense for  their  maintenance  and  support. 

From  communications  received  from  the  intelligent 
wardens  of  both  these  extensive  punitory  structures, 
it  is  manifest  that  the  system  of  solitary  confinement 
with  labor  obviates  the  necessity  of  inflicting  rigorous 
corporal  punishment  of  any  kind;  neither  the  lash  nor 
fetters  nor  chains  are  necessary  for  subduing  the  most 
hardened  convict;  the  chances  of  escape  are  greatly 
diminished;  and  the  discipline  of  the  penitentiary, 
as  now  practised,  carries  greater  terror  into  the  ranks 
of  evil  doers  than  any  other  heretofore  devised. — It 
is  believed,  by  those  whose  opportunities  of  judging 
entitle  their  opinions  to  respect,  that  the  dread  of  this 
kind  of  punishment  has  in  some  measure  prevented  the 
commission  of  crime  in  the  Western  district ;  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  received  into  that  prison  during  the 
present,  being  much  less  than  that  of  those  received 
in  the  preceding  year. 

Such  has  been  the  growing  confidence  in  the  su- 
periority of  this  system  over  that  of  any  other,  within 
the  range  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  that  several  of 
our  sister  states  are  constructing  penitentiaries  for 
their  resx^ective  states  upon  the  Pennsylvania  plan 
and  others  are  about  to  follow  their  example. — These 
establishments  should  as  soon  as  possible  be  put  in 
a  condition  to  answer  the  end  designed — the  reforma- 
tion of  the  convict,  and  his  restoration  to  the  bosom 
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of  that  society  whose  peace  he  has  disturbed,  and 
against  whose  laws  he  has  offended:  Whether  the 
general  assembly  will  authorize  the  completion  of 
the  whole  of  the  work  at  this  time,  or  to  what  extent, 
will  be  for  them  to  say.  Should  the  appropriations 
be  made,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a 
fund  to  meet  them,  other  than  those  now  provided  and 
relied  on  to  meet  the  ordinary  demands  upon  the 
treasury. 

I  have  exhibited  very  briefly,  but  imperfectly,  the 
advantages  which  the  present  penitentiary  system  as 
practised  in  Pennsylvania  possesses  over  every  other 
known  to  the  criminal  code,  as  well  for  subduing  the 
refractory  spirit  of  the  convict,  as  for  his  reformation 
and  the  prevention  of  crime,  and  have  to  regret  that 
I  am  constrained  by  a  deep  sense  of  paramount  public 
duty,  to  communicate  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
unpleasant  information,  received  from  a  high  official 
source,  of  abuses  charged  by  individuals  as  existing 
in  the  economy  and  general  management  of  the  insti- 
tution denominated  "The  Eastern  Penitentiary,"  which 
for  the  honor  of  those  implicated,  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
may  turn  out  to  be  unfounded.  The  charges  alleged 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  following  summary 
— Frequent  misapplication  of  the  public  property  and 
public  labor  to  the  private  advantage  of  various  per- 
sons connected  with  the  institution;  cruel  and  un- 
usual punishments  inflicted  on  refractory  convicts; 
and  the  indulgence  in  great  irregularities  and  gross 
immoralities  on  the  part  of  those  concerned  in  the 
management  and  general  superintendence  of  the  in- 
stitution. It  is  due  no  less  to  the  reputation  of  those 
implicated  in  the  charges  which  have  been  thusi  pre- 
sented, than  to  the  character  of  the  institution  itself, 
that  an  immediate  inquiry  should  be  instituted  into 
the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  several  allegations,  in  order 
that  a  speedy  corrective  may  be  applied  if  true,  or 
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that  the  innocence  of  the  accused  may  be  made  to  ap- 
pear, if  false.  Believing  that  the  representatives  of 
the  people  are  the  rightful  guardians  of  these  institu- 
tions, and  the  legal  and  constitutional  protectors  of 
the  rights  of  their  unfortunate  inmates,  I  have  con- 
sidered it  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  their  no- 
tice, under  a  firm  conviction  that  it  will  receive  from 
them  that  consideration  and  attention  which  its  im- 
portance requires. 

All  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Executive  under 
acts  or  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  requir- 
ing immediate  attention,  have  been  promptly  per- 
formed. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon 
the  favorable  auspices  under  which  you  are  about  to 
commence  your  legislative  duties;  the  prosperous  and 
happy  condition  of  our  country  generally  and  of  our 
own  Commonwealth  more  especially;  the  improve- 
ments which  are  every  where  exhibiting  themselves, 
as  well  in  science  and  in  the  arts,  as  in  the  physical 
relations  of  the  country;  the  steady  advancement  of 
our  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  a 
state  ensuring  to  those  engaged  in  them,  competency 
and  independence;  the  manifest  diminution  of  vice; 
the  perceptible  growth  of  virtue,  and  the  visible  in- 
crease of  a  wholesome  public  morality.  Permit  me 
to  assure  you  of  a  hearty  concurrence  in  every  con- 
stitutional ineasure  tending  to  the  public  good;  and 
may  He  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom,  guide  and 
direct  your  deliberations,  and  lead  you  to  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  will  ensure  the  general  welfare. 

GEO:  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  December  3,  1834. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
from  the  War  Department  Concerning  a  Federal 
Purchase  of  Land  near  the  Allegheny  Arsenal ;  also 
Certain  Legislative  and  Executive  Documents  from 
the  State  of  Georgia  Concerning  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  a  Certain  Resolution  of  Said 
Legislature. 

Gentlemen : 

1  HASTEN  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU,  FOR  YOUR 
consideration,  copies  of  a  letter  recently  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War, 
with  accompanying  documents,  relative  to  a  purchase 
of  land  made  by  the  United  States  near  the  Allegheny 
arsenal  at  Pittsburg,  and  requesting  that  a  law  may 
be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  vesting  the 
jurisdiction  over  the  same  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  also  received  a  communication  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Georgia,  accompanied  with  a 
preamble  and  resolutions  instructing  their  Senators 
and  requesting  their  Representatives  to  use  all  proper 
means  to  prevent  the  charter  of  any  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  also  instructing  their  Senators  to 
vote  that  the  resolution  adopted  in  the  Senate  on  the 
2t8h  of  March  last,  declaring  ''That  the  President,  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws, 
but  in  derogation  of  both,"  be  expunged  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate;  copies  of  which  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

GEO:  WOLF. 

January  5th,  1835. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  i\nnual  Report  of 

the  Adjutant  General. 

Gentlemen: 

J  HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  ADJUTANT 
General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  com- 
munication accompanied  by  his  annual  report, 
containing  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  number  and 
condition  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the  common- 
wealth, together  with  a  return  of  the  arms,  ordnance, 
camp  equix)age,  and  military  stores,  deposited  in  the 
several  state  arsenals,  or  which  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  militia  composing  the  several  brigades  through- 
out the  state,  on  the  21st  of  December  last,  copies  of 
which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

GEO:   WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  January  20,  1835. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


*Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Incendiaries  who  caused  the  Destruction  of  a  Mill 
and  Other  Property  of  Samuel  Plamilton  of  Alle- 
gheny County. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


■^>     MAN- 


♦PETITION  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  PROCL,AMATION. 

To  His  Excellency,    George  Wolf,   Esquire,   Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsj'lvania: 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  City  of  Pittsburg  and  vicinity,  would  re- 
sp-2ctfully  bring  to  your  notice  two  instances  of  the  most  atrocious  outrage, 
perpetratec"  during  the  past  year,  upon  the  property  of  Mr.  Samuel  Ham- 
ilton, of  MifHin  township  in  this  County  (Allegheny).  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  re- 
spectable and  industrious  farmer,  and  was  wealthy,   until  the  night  of  the 
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A  PROCI^AMATION. 


Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  from  a 
number  of  very  respectable 
[citizens  of  Pittsburgh  and  its 
vicinity,  in  the  County  of  Al- 
legheny,  in  this  Commonwealth,  that  on  the  night  of 
the  twenty-fourth  of  March  in  the  year  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  a  valuable  Steam  grist 
and  Saw  Mill,  with  a  Stable,  and  two  thousand  bush- 
els of  grain,  the  property  of  Samuel  Hamilton,  of  Mif- 
flin township,  in  the  said  County,  was  entirely  con- 
sumed by  fire;  and  that  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth 
of  September  last,  fourteen  thousand  feet  of  boards, 
and  twenty-five  thousand  shingles  other  property  of 
the  said  Samuel  Hamilton,  were  destroyed  in  a  similar 
manner,  all  which  the  said  Citizens  believe  to  have 


24th  of  March  last,  when  his  Steam-Grist  and  Saw  Mill  were  set  on  fire  by 
some  incendiary  or  incendiaries  and  the  whole  including  his  Stable  and  two 
thousand  bushels  of  grain,  totally  destroyed,  inflicting  on  him  a  loss  of 
Seven  thoi>sand  dollars.  Mr.  Hamilton  being  industrious  and  enterprising 
made  preparations  for  rebuilding  his  Mill,  when  on  the  night  of  the  20th 
of  September  last,  the  atrocity  was  renewed,  by  setting  flre  to  and  de- 
stroying 14,000  feet  of  boards  and  25,000  shingles  that  he  had  prepared,  and  on 
the  22d  of  October  following  he  received  an  anonymous  and  threatening  let- 
ter, intended  to  intimidate  him  from  any  further  rebuilding.  He  has,  so 
far,  not  been  able  to  discover  any  satisfactory  clue  by  which  he  might 
pursue  the  villains  to  detection.  Comment  upon  the  hardship  of  his  case, 
and  the  malignity  with  which  he  has  been  persecuted,  can  not  at  all  b» 
necessary,  after  the  foregoing  statement  of  facts.  It  is,  moreover  manifest 
that  a  great  outrage  has  been  committed  upon  those  inestimable  rights, 
in  which  every  good  citizen  has  a  deep  interest;  and  under  this  belief,  we 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  request  your  Excellency,  to  issue  your  Proclama- 
tion offering  a  suitable  Reward  for  the  discovery  and  apprehension  of  the 
villains. 

We  are  very  respectfully, 


Sa.muel  Pettigrew, 
P.  Mulvany, 
John  McFarlane, 
H'y  Drake, 
Wm.    McClure, 
Jno.  P.   Bakewell, 
Hervey  H.  Peterson, 
E.  Scoville. 
Wm.  Robinson, 
Wm.  McCandless, 


Your  obd't  servants, 
A.   Brackenridge, 

D.  Lynch, 
Alex.  McClure, 
James  Patterson, 
James  H.   Neel, 
Robert    Harrilton, 
JamcF  Feiguson, 
John   Ferguson, 

E.  H.  Withirgton, 
E.   J.  Roberts. 
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been  the  work  of  wicked  incendiaries  who  have  hither- 
to eluded  all  efforts  by  the  injured  person,  and  others, 
to  arrest  and  bring  them  to  justice;  and  that  since 
the  burning  of  the  said  property,  the  said  Samuel  Ham- 
ilton has  received  an  anonymous  and  threatening  let- 
ter, intended  to  intimidate  him  from  any  further  re- 
building his  mill,  for  which  he  had  made  preparations. 
And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the  government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  Citizens  and  the  obligations 
of  Justice  and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrators 
of  so  daring  a  crime  should  be  discovered  and  pun- 
ished, 1  have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  issue  this 
proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  Two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  appre- 
hend and  secure  the  incendiary  or  incendiaries  in  the 
jail  of  the  County  of  Allegheny,  which  sum  is  to  be 
paid  upon  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  or  perpe- 
trators of  the  crime  aforesaid,  and  all  Judges,  Jus- 
tices, Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and  other  offi- 
cers within  this  Commonwealth,  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring 
after  and  bringing  to  Justice  the  person  or  persons 
guilty  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  sixteenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty- 
ninth. 

By  the  Governor, 

James,  Findlay, 

Sec'y  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
from  the  War  Department  Concerning  the  Cum- 
berland Road. 

Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  PROM 
the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  "For  the  continua- 
tion and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,"  appropriat- 
ing for  the  entire  completion  of  repairs  of  said  road 
east  of  the  Ohio  river,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars 
and  fifty-eight  cents,  but  providing  that  before  any 
portion  of  the  sum  appropriated  shall  be  expended  in 
the  repair  of  said  road  east  of  the  river  Ohio,  the  same 
shall  be  surrendered  and  accepted  by  the  states  re- 
spectively through  which  the  same  passes,  &c.  Be- 
lieving that  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  of  the 
4th  April,  1881,  makes  no  provision  for  the  case  pre- 
sented by  the  act  of  Congress  referred  to,  I  have  di- 
rected copies  of  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
General  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  such 
legislative  action  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

GEO:  WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  March  10,  1835. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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^Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
James   Cowan  an   Escaped  Murderer. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEOKGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  a  cer- 
tain James  Cowan  who  was 
lately  imprisoned  in  the  jail 
of  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
in  this  Commonwealth,  upon  a  charge  of  having  com- 
mitted the  crime  of  Murder,  escaped  from  the  said 
prison  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth  instant  between 

♦PETITION  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Pittsburgh.  17  March,   1835. 
Dear  Sir: 

At  the  request  of  the  Sheriff  of  this  county  I  send  you  his  advertisement 
offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  James  Cowan  who  escaped  from 
the  county  jail  last  night  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  hand- 
bill. 

It  is  believed  to  be  such  a  case  as  will  warrant  an  Executive  proclama- 
tion,   with  the  offer  of  an  additional  reward. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  y'rs, 

T,  B.  DALLAS. 
JAMES   FINDLAY,    ESQ. 

$500  Reward. 

Broke  Jail  on  the  night  of  the  16th  inst.  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and 
Iwo  o'clock, 

James  Cowan, 
In  trisoneJ  in  the  Jail  of  Allegheny  County  upon  a  charge  of  Murder,   aged 
about  21  or  22  years,    about  5  feet  eight  inches  high,  light  .complexion,   light 
brc'wn  hair,  has  a  scar  on  the  back  of  the  lift  hand  extending  about  half 
way  across  from  the  little  finger  towards  the  thumb;  has  small  feet. 

It  is  supposed  he  took  with  him  a  coarse  Petersham  short' overcoat,  a 
coarse  grey  cassinet  roundabout,    coarse  grey  csissinet   pantaloons  and  two 
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the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  of  the  Clock;  and  hitherto 
has  eluded  all  efforts  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Allegheny,  and  others,  to  apprehend  and  secure  him 
in  the  said  Jail.  And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the 
government,  the  peace  and  security  of  its  Citizensi  and 
the  obligations  of  Justice  and  humanity  require,  that 
the  said  offender  should  be  apprehended,  secured  and 
punished;  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  issue 
this  Proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  Three 
hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
apprehend  and  secure  the  said  James  Cowan  in  the 
Jail  of  the  County  of  Allegheny;  which  sum  is  to  be 
paid  upon  his  being  convicted  of  the  crime  with  which 
he  stands  charged;  and  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs, 
Coroners,  Constables  and  other  officers  within  this 
Commonwealth,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bring- 
ing the  said  James  Cowan  to  justice. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-ninth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Findlay, 

Sec.  of  the  Comm'th. 

The  said  James  Cowan  is  aged  about  21.  or  22  years, 
about  5  feet  8  inches  high,  light  complexion,  light 
brown  hair,  has  a  scar  on  the  back  of  the  left  hand 
extending  about  half  way  across  from  the  little  finger 
towards  the  thumb  and  has  small  feet. 

red  flannel  shirts.  The  above  reward  will  be  given  for  the  apprehension 
and  safe  delivery  of  said  prisoner  to  the  jail  of  Allegheny  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

E.    TROVILLO, 
Sheriff  of  Allegheny  County. 
Sheriff's  CfRce, 
Pittsburgh.    March   17th,    1835. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
James  Hadey,  John  Hadey  and  Two  Others,  un- 
known, charged  with  the  Murder  of  Wilham  Jack- 
son, late  of  Philadelphia. 

Peuusylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Geo.  Wolf. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.         By        GEORGE 
WOLF,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  a  Citizen  of  this 
^]  Commonwealth,  was  about  the 
hour  of  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  instant,  atrociously  murdered 
at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Jones,  at  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington and  Thirteenth  streets  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  that  his  murderers  are  believed  to  have 
been  James  Hadey  and  John  Hadey,  with  two  others 
whose  names  are  unknown,  all  of  whom  have  fled  from 
justice;  and  all  efforts  to  arrest  the  said  offenders  have 
hitherto  proved  ineffectual:  And  Whereas  the  repu- 
tation of  the  government,  the  peace  and  security  of 
its  citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity require  that  the  perpetrators  of  offences  so 
atrocious  should  be  discovered  and  punished,  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation 
hereby  offering  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dollars  to 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure 
the  said  James  Hadey  and  John  Hadey  and  others, 
perpetrators  of  the  said  crime  in  the  jail  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  to  be  paid  on 
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the  conviction  of  the  said  perpetrators,  or  either  of 
them:  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 
Constables  and  other  officers  of  this  Commonwealth 
are  hereby  strictly  required  and  enjoined  to  be  atten- 
tive and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to 
justice  the  persons  guilty  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  thisi  nineteenth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  fifty-ninth. 
By  the  Governor, 

James  Trimble, 

Deputy  Sec'y. 

James  Hadey  is  described  to  be  about  thirty-five 
years  of  age,  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  lightly  made, 
and  with  brown  hair.  John  Hadey  is  described  to  be 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  of  a  dark  complexion, 
stoutly  built,  and  with  brown  hair — they  are  brothers. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1835. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  TKANSMITTING  THE  ANNUAL  MESSAGE  TO 
the  General  Assembly,  according  to  usage  and 
the  directions  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  do  in- 
justice to  my  own  feelings,  if,  in  addressing  you  on 
the  state  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  should  omit  to  offer 
my  congratulations  upon  its  prosperous  and  truly 
flourishing  condition. 

Pennsvlvania  has  reached  an  eminence,  moral  and 
physical,  which  leaves  her  second  to  no  state  in  the 
union.  Her  wealth,  her  enterprise,  and  her  recent 
system  for  the  attainment  of  knowledge,  have  ele- 
vated her  character  abroad,  and  given  her  strength 
and  dignity  at  home.     Her  extensive  lines  of  railroads 
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aod  canals,  her  ample  and  steadily  increasing  reve- 
nues, in  connexion  with  her  agricultural,  manufactur- 
ing and  mineral  productions,  will,  in  a  short  period 
of  time,  have  thrown  around  her  a  power  and  an  en- 
ergy commensurate  with  all  her  future  schemes  of 
physical  and  intellectual  improvement,  with  the  con- 
summation of  every  project  which  her  commercial  in- 
terests in  honorable  rivalry  with  neighboring  states 
may  demand,  or  the  requisitions  of  an  enlightened 
public  policy  may  render  it  expedient  for  her  to  ac- 
complish. Much  has  been  done  by  her  within  a  few 
years;  much  still  remains  for  her  to  do;  and  that  she 
may  be  enabled  to  reach  the  acme  of  wealth  and  power, 
which  will  leave  her  without  a  rival,  and  to  which 
she  must  eventually  attain,  her  march  must  still  be 
onward.  Nothing  can  stop  her  in  her  career  to  pre- 
eminence, short  of  a  mercenary  spirit,  which,  if  in- 
dulged, now  that  a  solid  foundation  for  such  a  super- 
structure has  been  successfully  laid,  would  be  to  her 
future  prospects,  what  blasting  and  mildew  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  farmer,  whose  crop,  upon  which  he 
has  bestowed  much  labor,  has  been  visited  by  their 
withering  influence.  There  can  be  no  reasonable 
cause  for  further  procrastination — the  means  are  at 
hand;  the  whole  scheme  of  improvement  as  originally 
contemplated,  may  be  accomplished  in  less  time,  and 
at  less  cost  now,  than  it  could  be  executed  for  at  a 
more  remote  period. 

The  measures  adopted  for  establishing  the  credit  of 
the  Commonwealth  have  been  attended  with  the  hap- 
piest effects.  When  her  loans  are  now  offered  in  the 
market,  they  never  fail  to  command  active  competi- 
tion and  high  premiums.  Her  public  stocks  inspire 
confidence,  both  at  home  and  abroad;  and  from  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  March,  1830,  authorizing  a  loan 
of  four  millions  of  dollars,  down  to  that  of  the  13th 
of  April  last,  directing  the  borrowing  of  nine  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  six  liundred  dollars,  there 
has  been  but  one  solitary  check  to  her  prosperous 
career  in  her  extensive  monied  transactions!,  and  that 
was  but  of  momentary  duration. 

The  loan  last  mentioned,  was  negotiated  in  the  usual 
manner,  under  the  usual  notice,  and  was  awarded  to 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  a  premium  of  twelve 
dollars  and  two  cents  upon  every  one  hundred  dollars 
of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  an- 
num; in  other  words,  the  bank  pays  to  the  state  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents  for  the  privilege 
of  loaning  her  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars,  for  thirty  years,  at  the  rate  of  inter- 
est just  mentioned.  The  correspondence  in  relation  to 
this  loan  will  be  laid  before  you. 

iSince  the  commencement  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment policy,  adopted  by  the  state  in  1826,  to  the  pres- 
ent period,  we  have  expended  in  the  construction  of 
canals  and  rail  roads,  twenty-two  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  and  three  dollars  and  thirty- 
two  cents.  The  whole  of  this  sum  has  been  borrowed 
at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  has 
yielded  to  the  Treasury  in  premiums  upon  the  respec- 
tive loans,  an  aggregate  of  one  million  three  hundred 
and  fifty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  dol- 
lars and  thirty-six  cents.  Of  this  sum,  one  million 
two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents  were 
received  upon  loans  negotiated  since  the  eighteenth 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine, 
and  regularly  applied  in  aid  of  other  funds  appropri- 
ated to  the  same  object,  to  the  payment  of  interest 
accruing  upon  the  public  debt. 

We  are  indebted  for  these  auxiliary  supplies  to  the 
wpell  established  credit  of  the  State  and  the  well- 
grounded  confidence  reposed  in  its  characteristic  punc- 
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tuality,  as  well  as  its  unquestioned  ability  to  meet  all 
its  engagements,  and  which  enabled  us  to  execute  one 
of  the  boldest  designs,  and  to  consummate  one  of  the 
most  stupendous  works  of  art  known  among  the 
achievements  of  modern  times. — Without  the  aid  of 
these  annual  advances  upon  our  loans,  the  state  would 
have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  borrowing  sums 
eiiuivalent  to.  the  premiums  received,  to  meet  the  inter- 
est upon  its  debt,  which  would  have  been  a  policy  at 
once  destructive  of  its  financial  interests  and  fatal 
to  its  credit;  or  a  resort  must  have  been  had  to  op- 
pressive taxation,  neither  of  which  measures,  it  is 
believed,  would  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  people, 
and  consequently  the  prosecution  of  the  grQat  public 
work  must  have  ceased,  and  the  benefits  already  real- 
ized, as  well  as  the  solid  advantages  which  they  hold 
out,  in  prospect  of  which  no  just  estimate  can  be 
formed,  would  have  been  lost  to  the  public. 

The  efi  ect,  however,  produced  by  establishing  a  per- 
manent fund  for  the  payment  of  interest,  by  imposing 
a  light  tax,  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Com- 
monwealth during  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works, 
which  was  produced  principally  by  the  expenditure  of 
the  large  sums  of  money  in  their  construction,  has  en- 
abled us  to  complete  in  about  eight  years  of  active 
exertion,  six  hundred  and  one  and  a  quarter  miles  of 
canal  and  slack  water  navigation,  and  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  miles  and  three  quarters  of  rail-way, 
making  an  aggregate  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  of  improvements,  to  which  may  be  added  seven 
and  a  half  miles  of  extension  on  the  West  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  four  of  which  are  now  in  navigable  order,  and 
the  residue,  I  am  informed,  will  be  finished  during  the 
current  year. 

A  state  of  peace  and  unexampled  prosperity,  com- 
bined with  judicious  measures  to  inspire  public  con- 
15— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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fldence,  have  enabled  us  to  consummate  a  work  so 
little  burdensome  to  the  people,  which  will  place  our 
future  prosperity  out  of  the  reach  of  rival  neighbors, 
will  add  greatly  to  the  general  and  individual  wealth, 
and  will  be  the  admiration  and  pride  of  this  and  suc- 
ceeding generations. 

It  will  be  found,  upon  reference  to  the  records  of 
the  auditing  department,  that  the  taxes  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  under  the  several  acts  of  the  25th  of 
March,  1831,  entitled,  respectively,  "An  act  for  assess- 
ing a- tax  on  personal  property  to  be  collected  with 
the  county  rates  and  levies  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
monwealth/' and  "An  act  to  increase  the  countv  rates 
and  levie^  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth ;''  up  to 
the  first  of  November  of  the  present  year,  a  period 
of  about  four  years  and  eight  months,  amounted  to 
se^>}u  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents,  making 
the  average  amount  paid  annually  upon  the  personal 
and  real  estate  within  the  commonwealth,  about  one 
hundi*ed  and  fifty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
five  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents.  This  sum  divided 
among  the  whole  tax-paying  population  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, annually,  for  the  period  I  have  mentioned,  has 
constituted  the  whole  burden  which  the  extensive  line 
of  public  improvements  has  inflicted  upon  the  people 
of  this  great  and  opulent  State.  There  are,  however, 
arrearages  of  those  taxes  still  outstanding,  which  will 
doubtless  be  collected  iind  paid  into  the  Treasury  in 
due  time. 

The  amount  of  tolls  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
31st  dav  of  October  last,  were  estimated  bv  the  ac- 
counting  officers,  in  their  last  annual  report,  at  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  actual  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  have  fallen  short  of  that  estimate,  how- 
ever, about  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty- 
two  dollars  and  twentv-three  cents,  the  amount  ac- 
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tually  received,  being  six  hundred  and  eighty-four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents,  exceeding  the  receipts  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  thou- 
sand, five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  sixty- 
two  cents. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  revenues  arising  from  the 
public  improvements  alone,  for  the  current  year,  will 
not  fall  short  of,  but  in  all  probability,  will  exceed  a 
million  of  dollars,  which,  with  the  outstanding  taxes 
supposed  to  amount  to  about  three  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  dollars;  the  ordinary  revenues  arising  from 
other  sources  applicable  to  the  same  object,  and  the 
premiums  upon  loans  should  it  be  deemed  expedient 
to  borrow  money  for  further  extensions  of  the  public 
works,  will  be  sufficient  to  liquidate  all  the  claims  for 
interest  and  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government, 
without  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  other 
means  to  meet  those  objects. 

Having  found  the  Commonwealth  involved  in  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  at  the  time  the  administra- 
tion of  its  alTairs  was  committed  to  my  care,  whip h  left 
me  rfo  alternative  other  than  an  appeal  to  taxation, 
which  is  always  odious  to  the  people,  or  an  imme- 
diate abandonment  of  a  great  and  most  important 
public  enterprise  in  which  the  state  had  engaged,  upon 
which  she  had  already  expended  a  large  amount  of 
money,  and  had  contracted  for  the  expenditure  of 
many  millions  more,  and  having  met  the  emergency 
and  taken  the  course  to  which  my  duty  to  the  state, 
its  interests  and  its  character  pointed,  but  which 
placed  me  in  the  unenviable  situation  of  being  the 
first  chief  magistrate  to  recommend  a  state  tax  for 
any  purpose,  I  rejoice  that  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth have  been  brought  to  an  issue  so  prosper- 
ous, during  the  continuance  of  my  administration,  as  to 
enable  me  to  be  the  first  also  to  announce  to  the  Repre- 
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sentatives  of  the  people,  and  to  our  common  constitu 
ents,  the  cheering  intelligence  which  will  not  be  more 
grateful  to  them  than  it  is  to  myself,  that  further  tax- 
ation for  state  purposes  will  not  be  required;  and  that 
the  several  acts  of  the  25th  March,  1831,  for  assessing 
a  tax  on  personal  property,  and  for  increasing  the 
county  rates  and  levies  for  the  use  of  the  common- 
wealth, may,  without  injury  to  the  public  interests, 
be  permitted  to  expire  by  their  own  respective  limita- 
tions. And  here  permit  me  to  remark,  that  so  far  from 
this  administration  being  obnoxious  to  the  ungenerous 
charge  of  having  involved  the  state  in  inextricable 
ruin,  by  plunging  it  into  an  onerous  and  overwhelming 
debt,  for  the  payment  of  which,  the  hard  earnings  of 
its  citizens  of  every  grade  and  condition,  will,  from 
time  to  time,  be  filched  from  them,  it  will  soon  be  made 
manifest  that  a  fund  hasbeen  secured  to  the  common- 
wealth, proceeding  from  the  very  improvements  for 
which  the  debt  was  contracted,  which  will  not  only 
relieve  its  citizens  from  future  taxation,  as  well  for 
payment  of  interest  as  for  other  state  purposes;  but 
will  enable  the  government,  at  no  distant  day,  to  es- 
tablish  a  sinking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the-  debt 
itself,  which,  if  steadily  and  faithfully  applied  to  that 
object,  will  at  no  very  remote  period  place  the  state 
in  the  enviable  condition  of  possessing  an  annual  rev 
enue  of  several  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  will  have  been  entirely  exonerated  and  dis- 
charged from  all  its  debts  contracted  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improvements. 

The  condition  of  the  commonwealth,  in  regard  to 
the  revenues,  produced  by  her  public  works,  presenting 
an  aspect  so  prosperous;  it  would  seem  that  the 
period  has  arrived  when  there  ought  to  be  no  further 
impediment  to  their  extension,  to  such  points  as  give 
the  greatest  promise  of  usefulness  in  affording  facili- 
ties to  our  internal  commerce,  and  in  rendering  more 
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profitable  the  work  ialready  finished.  Among  these 
the  extension  from  the  western  termination  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  to  the  harbor  of  Lake  Erie,  by 
such  route  as  will  afford  the  greatest  facilities  in  its 
construction,  as  well  as  ensure  the  most  constant  sup- 
ply of  the  necessary  element  to  make  it  answer  the 
great  and  important  ends  for  which  it  will  have  been 
designed,  pr-esents  strong  claims  which  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  no  longer  postponed.  Equally  impor- 
tant to  the  interests  of  the  state,  and  of  the  people  of  a 
large  and  interesting  district  of  country,  is  the  project 
of  carrying  the  canal  from  its  termination  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Lackawanna  creek^  up  to  the  north  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  to  the  line  dividing  the  states  of 
Pennsvlvania  and  New  York,  to  intersect  the  Elmira 
canal  and  Ithaca  rail  road  now  in  operation  in  that 
state.  The  completion  of  both  improvements  at  the 
earliest  period  possible  is  highly  important — whilst 
the  trade  of  the  lakes,  of  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
the  states  of  Ohio,  Illinois  and  others  of  the  western 
and  south-western  states  would  find  vent  on  the  one — 
the  salt,  plaister  and  flour  of  western  New  York, 
would  be  transported  into  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  iron  and  coal  of  the  latter  state,  would  be  car- 
ried in  return  into  the  state  of  New  York  upon  the 
other.  The  advantages  arising  to  the  commonwealth, 
from  the  construction  of  both  the  projected  works,  it 
is  believed  would  be  of  immense  importance.  The  in- 
crease of  population  which  would  immediately  follow 
the  comm.encement  of  those  additional  improvements, 
would,  of  itself,  be  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  ex- 
penditure in  their  construction;  but  the  increase  of 
revenue  which  would  be  added  upon  their  completion, 
to  that  already  produced,  and  the  facilities  afforded 
to  the  people  of  those  regions,  in  finding  a  market  for 
their  surplus  produce  places  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure beyond   all   question.     Whilst   on  this   subject, 


230  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

permit  me  also  to  suggest  the  pi^opriety  of  authorizing 
a  further  reconnoisance  to  ascertain  the  practicability 
of  a  route  for  a  canal,  from  some  point  on  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  connect  with  the 
French  Creek  division,  and  by  that  division  ultimately 
with  the  harbor  of  Lake  Erie. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  regret  with  many  of  our 
scientific  and  patriotic  citizens,  that  legislative  atten- 
tion had  not  long  since  been  directed  to  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  a  geological  and  mineralogical 
survey  of  this  state.     Abounding  as  it  is  known  to  do, 
in  every  variety  of  mineral  wealth,  such  a  survey  would 
be  of  incalculable  value  in  still  further  developing  the 
hidden  resources  of  our  prolific  and  opulent  common- 
wealth.    The   discoveries   which  have  already   been 
made,  accidentally  and  without  the  aid  of  scientific 
examination,   strongly   indicate  the   immense  advan- 
tages that  might  be  expected  from  a  thorough  geo- 
logical exploration.     Our   state   is   emphatically   the 
centre  or  heart  of  the  Union.     She  has  made  and  is 
still  making,  either  in  her  own  right,  or  by  delegating 
authority  for  that  purpose  to  others,  rapid  advances 
in  the  construction  of  canals  and  rail  roads,  which  are 
the  great  arteries  through  which,  by  means  of  other 
great   channels  of   communication   with   which   they 
either  are  or  will  be  connected,  incalculable  millions 
of  tons  of  our  mineral  and  agricultural  productions 
will  ultimately  be  transported  to  every  extremity  of 
our  extensive  country.     Here,  then,  I  might  stop,  and 
rest  the  propriety  of  the  measure  upon  the  additional 
productiveness  it  would  occasion  to  that  source  of 
public  wealth  and  revenue.     But  there  are  other  con- 
siderations of  paramount  importance  which  affect  the 
interests  of  the  farmer,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  citi- 
zen, and  which  would  render  such  a  measure  still  more 
highly  beneficial:   to  the  former,  it  would  unfold  the 
localities  in  which  are  contained  mineral  substances 


George  Wolf.  231 

pregnant  with  those  manuring  and  fertilizing  quali- 
ties which  would  enable  him  to  reclaim  and  enrich 
his  soil;  to  the  manufacturer  there  would  be  devel- 
oped and  applied  to  their  proper  uses,  that  endless 
varierty  of  ores,  sands,  clays  and  other  materials  so 
essential  to  the  profitable  prosecution  of  his  business; 
and  to  our  citizens  generally,  there  would  be  discov- 
ered many  new  sources  of  wealth  in  their  mines  and 
their  quarries,  which  lie  concealed  from  them  now, 
but  which  the  measure  proposed  w^ould  enable  them  to 
realize  and  convert  to  profitable  and  valuable  uses. 
This  subject  might  be  enlarged  upon;  but  it  may  be 
sufficient  to  add,  that  if  such  a  survey  was  authorized 
and  carried  successfully  into  effect,  it  would  have  a 
tendency  greatly  to  increase  the  value  of  our  soil;  it 
would  add  largely  to  its  productiveness,  and  that  of 
our  canals  and  rail- ways;  it  would  elevate  still  more 
the  character  of  our  state;  it  would  promote  the 
cause  of  science,  and  for  a  comparatively  trifling  ex- 
penditure, we  should  secure  a  denser  population  and 
add  incalculably  to  our  individual  and  general  pros- 
I»erity.  Permit  me,  then,  to  recommend  this  important 
measure  to  your  early  attention.  The  work  might  pro- 
gress gradually;  an  annual  sum,  such  as  the  treasury 
could  spare  without  injury  to  other  interests,  might 
be  appropriated  for  this  object  until  it  shall  have  been 
completed.  Several  of  our  sister  states  are  engaged 
in  thus  exploring  their  hidden  resources.  One  of  them, 
Massachusetts,  has  finished  her  survey,  and  is  now 
realizing  the  advantages  resulting  from  it — a  few 
years,  and  I  trust  Pennsylvania  will  be  doing  likewise. 
In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  passed  at  their  last  session,  the  people 
of  this  state  have  recently  decided  a  question,  which 
has  for  a  considerable  time  past  agitated  the  public 
mind,  by  casting  their  votes  for  or  against  the  call  of 
a  Convention  to  amend  the  constitution;   the  funda- 
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mental  law  upon  which  their  government  and  all  their 
civil,  and,  I  may  add,  their  religious  institutions  rest, 
and  by  which  they  have  for  the  last  forty-five  years 
been  protected.  Their  decision  is  understood  to  have 
resulted  in  favor  of  a  Convention  by  a  very  decided 
majority  of  the  votes  given  in  reference  to  that  mea- 
sure; and  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  hereto- 
fore entertained  by  any  of  us  upon  that  subject  it  be- 
comes our  duty  now,  to  bow  to  the  will  of  the  people 
so  unequivocally  expressed,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

After  ascertaining  officially,  therefore,  the  state  of 
the  vote  in  relation  to  the  call  of  a  Convention,  if  it 
should  turn  out  as  it  is  believed  to  be,  in  favor  of  that 
measure,  you  will  doubtless  perceive  the  necessity  of 
making  provision  by  law  for  complying  with  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  a  majority  at  as  early  a  period  as  pos- 
sible, by  fixing  upon  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
holding  and  conducting  the  elections  for  the  choice 
of  delegates  throughout  the  state,  as  well  as  the  time 
and  j)lace  of  their  meeting  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
objects  for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected.  That 
the  people  may  be  safely  trusted  with  that  which  most 
immediately  concerns  themselves,  and  at  their  plea- 
sure change  or  retain  their  form  of  government  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper,  is  a  position 
which  may  not  now  be  controverted;  and  whatever 
objections  may  be  started  in  relation  to  the  mode 
adopted  for  ascertaining  the  public  sentiment  in  ref- 
erence to  that  measure  (the  constitution  having  made 
no  provision  for  such  an  emergency),  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  regard  to  their  right  to  adopt  such  a  course, 
to  enable  them  to  bring  about  a  reform,  as  they  them- 
selves shall  consider  best  adapted  to  the  attainment 
of  that  object.  By  expressing  their  opinions  at  the 
ballot  box  in  the  form  and  manner  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  Assembly,  they  have  recognized  its  provisions 
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as  directory  to  them  at  least,  and  admitted  its  author- 
ity as  effectually  as  if  the  act  had  emanated  imme- 
diately from  themselves. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  I  took  occasion  to  ex- 
press my  views  at  large,  in  relation  to  the  pernicious 
consequences  resulting  from  the  creation  of  monopo- 
lies by  legislative  enactment,  and  the  indiscriminate 
conferring  of  banking  and  other  corporate  privileges, 
to  the  manifest  danger  of  ultimately  undermining  the 
stability  of  our  free  institutions,  and  the  obvious  in- 
justice resulting  from  them  to  individual  enterprise. 
I  have  discovered  no  cause  for  changing  the  opinions 
expressed  in  that  document,  and  v^ould  respectfully 
refer  you  to  it  for  the  reasons  therein  assigned,  w^hy 
the  further  progress  in  that  course  of  legislation  ought 
to  cease,  and  a  more  equitable  mode  of  distributing 
public  favors  be  introduced.  The  banks  chartered  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  being  two  m 
number,  having  supplied  the  only  localities  in  the 
state  in  which  such  institutions  had  not  previously 
been  established,  with  the  facilities  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business  which  other  portions  of  the  commu- 
nity had  long  and  profitably  enjoyed,  but  which  to 
them  had  theretofore  been  denied,  it  would  seem  that 
a  further  increase  of  such  establishments  in  any  part 
of  the  commonwealth  would  be  superfluous,  and  should 
be  zealously  guarded  against,  and  that  every  addi- 
tional application  for  similar  privileges  should  be  re- 
garded with  jealousy  and  distrist. 

An  evil,  in  my  apprehension,  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
tude, has  been  introduced  into  our  legislation,  against 
the  pernicious  tendency  of  which,  and  its  further  pro- 
gress, I  would  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  remon- 
strate— I  mean  the  practice  of  guaranteeing  by  legis- 
lative enactment,  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the 
capital  employed  by  companies  incorporated  for  ac- 
complishing some  alleged  object  of  improvement,  in 
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which  the  state  has  no  direct  or  immediate  interest; 
thus  placing  the  commonwealth  in  the  attitude  of  an 
underwriter  insuring  to  the  corporators  an  interest 
of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  invested  in  a  project, 
which,  when  completed,  may  never  yield  three,  or  even 
one  per  cent. — in  short,  it  is  insuring  that  against  all 
risk  which  was  undertaken  as  a  speculation  at  a  risk; 
so  far,  at  least,  as  the  usual  rate  of  interest  now  paid 
for  loans  is  concerned — a  perseverance  in  this  course 
of  legislation,  will,  before  long,  operate  like  a  canker 
upon  the  public  purse,  and  reduce  your  treasury  to  a 
state  of  financial  embarrassment,  from  which  it  will 
require  no  ordinary  skill  as  well  as  means  to  relieve 
it.  It  would  be  much  better  that  the  state  should  cause 
the  work  to  be  constructed  in  its  own  right,  if  it 
promises  to  be  of  public  utility;  or  that  a  subscription 
of  stock  should  be  authorized  in  its  behalf,  which 
would  at  least  give  it  the  advantage  of  being  repre- 
sented in  the  direction  and  management  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  work  and  the  expenditure  of  the 
money.  It  is  to  the  General  Assembly  as  the  protec- 
tors of  the  people's  rights  and  the  guardians  of  their 
interests,  the  public  must  look  to  apply  the  remedy 
to  these  growing  evils.  In  the  legislative  body  alone 
resides  the  power  to  restrict  and  control  that  insatia- 
ble thirst  for  monopolies  and  chartered  privileges,  that 
morbid  spirit  of  speculation,  which  would  make  the 
state  stand  sponsor  for  every  abortive  scheme  in  which 
corporations  may  choose  to  embark — it  is  there  the 
axe  must  b(*  laid  to  the  root  of  the  mischief,  and  these 
excrescences  upon  the  body  politic  lopped  off  and  de- 
prived of  their  further  growth.  The  Executive,  it  is 
true,  may  interpose  his  negative,  but  that  should  be 
confined  to  extreme  cases  involving  constitutional  dif- 
ficulties, or  at  most  should  be  applied  to  bills  provid- 
ing for  measures  glaringly  inexpedient,  and  too  pal- 
pably improper  to  receive  the  force  of  laws.    A  more 
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general  application  of  that  power  would  necessarily 
bring  the  Executive  and  Legislative  branches  of  the 
Government  into  collision  with  each  other,  and  de- 
stroy that  harmony  which  is  essential  to  a  judicious 
and  prosperous  administration  of  its  affairs. 

The  proper  accounting  officers  will  lay  before  you 
their  respective  reports,  shewing  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  fiscal  year,  end- 
ing on  the  31st  of  October  last;  from  which  it  will 
appear  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  exclusive 
of  loans  and  premiums  upon  loans,  but  arising  from 
the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue  only  during  that  pe- 
riod, amounted  to  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred 
and  twenty-three  thousand  and  six  dollars  and  sixty- 
one  cents;  which  with  the  balance  remaining  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  November,  1834,  of  fifty-four 
thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty  cents, 
gives  an  aggregate  of  one  million  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-seven thousand  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and 
eighty-one  cents — and  that  the  expenditures  during 
the  same  period,  including  interest  upon  loans,  but 
not  embracing  the  sum  borrowed  by  authority  of  the 
act  of  17th  January  last,  applicable  to  that  object, 
amounted  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  dollars  and 
seventy-one  cents,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  first  of  November  last,  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  dol- 
lars and  ten  cents,  which,  together  with  so  much  of 
the  moneys  since  received  into  the  treasury  as  will 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  may  be  applied  to  the 
re-payment  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary last,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary above  mentioned,  and  which  is  directed  to  be  re- 
paid within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  that  act. 
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Should  the  repayment  of  the  said  loan  be  made  as 
mentioned,  it  will  become  necessary  to  make  provision 
by  law  for  procuring,  by  loan  or  otherwise,  a  sum  suf- 
ficient to  meet  any  deficiency  that  may  happen  in  the 
fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary next,  to  be  repaid  out  of  any  sum  in  the  treasury 
at  any  time  thereafter,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Jt  is  estimated  that  the  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year 
now  current,  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  in- 
terest and  all  other  ordinary  demands  upon  the  gov- 
ernment, and  leave  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the 
first  of  November  next. 

1  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  the  friends  of  education  generally,  that  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  to  establish  a  general  system  of  edu- 
cation by  common  schools,  passed  the  first  day  of 
xlpril,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  its  sup- 
plement of  the  fifteenth  of  April  last,  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  a  large  majority  of  the  school  districts  with- 
in the  commonwealth,  as  reported  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  public  schools.  The  state,  exclusive  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  which  are  not  em- 
braced within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Columbia,  Montgomery,  Greene  and  Clearfield, 
from  which  no  reports  have  been  received,  has  been 
divided  into  nine  hundred  and  seven  school  districts; 
of  this  number,  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  have  ac- 
cepted, and  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  have  re- 
jected the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  directors  of  the  several  districts  adopting  the 
system,  have  been  somewhat  remiss  in  transmitting 
their  reports :  they  are,  however,  daily  arriving  at  the 
secretary's  office,  who,  as  the  superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools,  will  be  enabled,  at  an  early  day,  to  lay 
before  you  a  detailed  report  of  the  progress  of  the  sys- 
tem, the  effects  it  produces  where  it  has  gone  into 
operation,  and  the  future  prospects  of  its  friends  in 
relation  to  it. 
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From  the  reports  received,  it  appears  that  in  sixty- 
six  districts  in  which  the  system  is  adopted,  there  are 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  schools  in  successful 
operation,  in  which  are  instructed  nine  thousand  »ix 
hundred  and  eighty  children;  and  in  ten  other  dis- 
tricts active  preparations  are  making  to  carry  it  into 
effect. 

The  directors  of  the  several  districts  in  which  the 
schools  are  in  operation,  speak  well  in  their  reports 
of  the  characters  and  general  conduct  of  the  teachers ; 
the  scholars,  they  say,  are  improving  in  their  studies; 
they  express  much  satisfaction  with  the  system  itself, 
its  advantages  to  such  as  will  avail  themselves  of  it, 
and  its  ultimate  general  utility. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  as  the  system  advances 
into  more  general  use,  and  its  advantages  become  more 
apparent,  it  will  increase  in  favour  with  the  people 
generally,  but  especially  with  the  more  liberal  minded 
and  intelligent;  that  the  friends  of  a  virtuous  and 
moral  education,  to  be  extended  to  all  the  children 
within  our  extensive  commonwealth,  will  eventually 
triumph;  and,  with  the  adoption  of  a  few  modifica- 
tions, some  of  which  I  understand  will  be  suggested 
in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  there  is  every  reason  for  confident  assurance 
that  the  system  will  work  its  way  into  public  favor, 
and  will  eventually  be  universally  accepted  and  ap- 
proved. 

At  the  last  session  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
General  Assembly,  "relating  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal,"  which  was  referred  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  measuresi 
proper  to  be  pursued  for  carrying  the  objects  of  the 
resolution  into  effect.  That  officer,  with  his  charac- 
teristic industry  and  ability,  has  given  the  subject 
as  thorough  an  examination  as  the  circumstances  with- 
in his  reach  would  admit,  and  the  result  of  his  in- 
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vestigations  has  been  transmitted  in  the  shape  of  a 
legal  opinion,  which  furnishes  a  history  in  detail  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal,  with  the  causes  of  the  obstructions  and 
embarrassments  complained  of  in  the  resolution,  ana 
points  out  the  legal  remedy  for  their  removal;  a  copy 
of  which  will  be  laid  before  you  for  your  considera- 
tion, and  such  further  legisflative  action  in  relation 
to  a  subject  so  important  to  our  citizens,  as  to  the 
General  Assembly  shall  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

The  judiciary  of  Pennsylvania  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, so  far  as  my  information  extends,  is  generally  es- 
teemed to  be  efficient,  safe,  and  entirely  adequate  to 
a  prompt  and  vigorous  administration  of  the  laws. 
Complaints  of  the  law's  delay  are  no  longer  heard. 
The  judges  are  generally  able,  industrious  men  and 
sound  jurists,  whose  decisions  command  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  public.  I  am  not  aware  than  any 
additional  legislation  is  required  in  regard  to  that 
department  of  the  Government  at  this  time. 

The  militia  system  is  deplorably  defective,  and  re- 
quires prompt  attention  to  its  reorganization  and  thor- 
ough amendment.  It  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  raised 
above  the  reproach  and  ridicule  which  its  inefficiency 
and  general  defectiveness  have  brought  upon  it.  It 
is  true,  that  to  make  it  what  it  should  be,  the  action  of 
Congress  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it — but  by 
encouraging  voluntary  associations,  you  may  provoke 
a  military  ardor,  which  will  add  much  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  system,  and  infuse  a  spirit  of  subordina- 
tion and  discipline  into  the  whole  body  of  the  militia, 
which  will  inspire  confidence,  and  make  it  in  a  mea- 
sure what  it  ought  to  be,  the  bulwark  of  the  nation. 

The  penitentiary  system  still  continues  to  accom- 
plish all  the  beneficial  effects  which  its  philanthropic 
projectors  could  reasonably  have  expected  from  it. 
One  of  its  greatest  excellences  over  all  former  plans 
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of  prison  discipline,  consists  in  the  prevention  of  all 
combination  as  well  as  contamination,  and  the  fa- 
vourable opportunity  it  affords  the  convict  of  reforma- 
tion and  amendment  of  life,  which  is  eminently  exem- 
plified in  the  lives  and  characters  of  those  who  have 
been  subjected  to  its  inflictions.  All  the  cells  di- 
rected by  law  to  be  built  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary, 
are  said  to  be  nearly  completed,  and  all  the  blocks 
occupied  except  one,  which,  containing  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  cells,  is  plastered,  and  some  of  the  doors 
are  hung,  and  will  be  finished  in  season  for  the  recep- 
tion of  prisoners  in  the  spring;  the  appropriation 
made  at  the  last  session,  isi  deemed  to  be  sufficient 
to  complete  all  the  cells  now  built.  The  prisoners 
sentenced  under  the  different  penal  laws  to  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary,  are  now  all  received  into  that  pris- 
on. The  state  of  the  finances  of  this  institution  will 
appear  in  the  report  which  will  shortly  be  made  to 
the  Legislature.  On  the  first  of  January  last,  there 
were  two  hundred  and  eighteen  prisoners  confined  in 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  and  there  have  been  re- 
ceived into  it  from  various  counties  in  the  district, 
from  that  time  until  the  twentv-first  of  November  last, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  from  Walnut  street 
prison  sixty-nine  who  had  been  sentenced  to  the  East- 
ern Penitentiarv,  but  were  detained  in  the  former 
prison  until  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  could  be  pre- 
pared for  their  reception,  making  the  whole  number 
received  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven.  Seventy  have 
been  discharged  during  that  period  by  expiration  of 
sentence  and  pardon,  and  three  died,  leaving  the  peni- 
tentiary, on  the  21st  of  November  last,  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  male,  and  eighteen  female  pris- 
oners. The  conduct  and  deportment  of  the  prisoners 
is  represented  to  have  been  generally  satisfactory,  and, 
as  far  as  has  been  ascertained,  most  of  the  convicts 
who   were   discharged   during  either  the  present  or 
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past  years,  have  conducted  themselves  so  as  to  satisfy 
those  who  had  an  opportunity  of  judging,  that  the 
legislature  were  not  in  error  when  they  founded  the 
penitentiary  system.  I  have  received  no  information 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  Western  Institu- 
tion, and, must  therefore  refer  you,  generally,  to  the 
report  of  its  inspectors  which  will  shortly  be  laid  toe- 
fore  vou. 

The  prosperity  of  our  country  throughout  its  whole 
extent  is  great  beyond  all  former  example,  but  it  is  to 
be  lamented  that  whilst  our  hearts  should  be  filled  with 
gratitude  and  humble  devotion  for  the  bounties  of 
Providence,  to  Him  who  bestows  them,  there  should 
have  been  manifested  in  some  portions  of  the  Union 
a  spirit  of  wantonness  and  insubordination,  which 
have  set  aside  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  and  executed 
summary  vengeance  upon  the  devoted  heads  of  who- 
soever might  fall  within  its  power,  according  to  its 
own  undefined,  illicit  code  of  criminal  justice.  Where- 
ever  this  spirit  was  dominant,  a  self  constituted  tri- 
bunal, predetermined  that  the  victim  should  suffer 
the  penalty  whether  guilty  or  innocent,  was  the  ar- 
biter of  his  fate.  Property,  life,  liberty,  reputation, 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  man  upon  earth,  was  made 
to  submit  to  this  relentless  ordeal.  Men  became  the 
voluntary  executioners  of  their  fellow  men.  The  most 
inhuman  atrocities  and  wanton  cold  blooded  murders 
were  committed  in  the  open  face  of  day,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  communities  who  would  feel  themselves 
greatly  scandalized  by  having  it  supposed  that  they 
were  not  models  of  refinement,  intelligence  and  re- 
spectability. Mobs  were  collected  together  under  the 
pretence  that  some  act  of  immorality  or  dishonesty 
had  been  committed,  which  it  was  their  province  to 
punish  or  to  correct.  The  domestic  sanctuary  was 
entered  by  violence,  the  obnoxious  individual  sought 
for,  and  if  found,  fell  a  victim  to  an  infuriated  mob; 
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if  not,  his  property  became  a  sacrifice  to  a  phrensied 
populace,  and  all  this  under  the  unjustifiable  plea  of 
necessity  or  the  tardiness  of  the  forms  of  trial  in  the 
courts  of  law.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  feel  a  con- 
sciousness that  we  had  nothing  of  this  spirit  to  re- 
proach ourselves  with  in  our  own  state;  but  the 
truth  will  not,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  bear  us  out 
in  claiming  entire  exemption  from  its  destructive  in? 
fluences.  Such  things  must  not  be  tolerated  in  a 
country  professing  to  be  governed  by  just  and  equal 
laws.  If  the  laws  are  too  weak  to  afford  protection 
to  the  citizens  in  every  emergency,  it  is  time  they 
should  be  made  more  efficient;  the  lives  of  our  citi- 
zens must  be  secured  against  lawless  violence,  and  it 
might  not  be  unprofitable  to  enquire  how  far  it  would 
conduce  to  the  suppression  of  riots,  if  by  legal  en- 
actment the  obligation  to  make  restitution  of  property 
destroyed  by  mobs,  was  imposed  upon  the  community 
within  whose  limits  its  destruction  was  perpetrated. 
For  some  time  past  certain  individuals  under  the 
cognomen  of  abolitionists,  few  in  number  but  mani- 
festing a  zeal  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  have  been  la- 
boring most  assiduously  to  impress  upon  the  public 
mind  the  necessity  of  immediate  emancipation  of  that 
portion  of  our  population  now  held  in  bondage  by 
the  people  of  the  south.  As  might  well  be  supposed, 
the  promulgation  of  such  doctrines  produced  an  ex- 
citement of  no  ordinary  character  in  that  portion  of 
the  Union  where  slavery  exists;  and  it  has  excited 
feelings  of  sympathy  to  a  very  great  extent  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States,  which  have  called  forth 
expressions  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  a 
"most  decided  character.  In  Pennsylvania,  public 
meetings  have  been  held  which  have  responded  in  em- 
phatic language  to  the  sentiments  expressed  elsewhere. 
There  is,  I  believe,  very  little  difference  of  feeling  in 

regard   to   the  question   of   slavery   in   the   abstract, 
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among  us;  we  all  deplore  its  existence;  we  deprecate 
it  as  an  evil,  and  it  is  presumed  there  are  but  few  of 
us  who  would  not  rejoice  if  there  was  not  a  remnant 
of  it  left  upon  our  soil.  Inhabiting  a  state  which  was 
the  first  to  abolish  slavery,  we  cannot  be  affected  by 
the  existing  excitement,  otherwise  than  as  members 
of  the  great  American  confederacy,  and  as  forming  a 
link  in  the  great  chain  which  binds  it  together;  as 
such  we  are  deeply  interested  in  the  peace,  the  unity 
and  integrity  of  the  whole.  This  most  delicate,  and 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  unfortunate  subject,  formed 
a  part  of  the  civil  polity  of  the  south  before  and  at 
the  time  of  our  great  political  association. — The  sages 
of  the  revolution  to  whom  the  arrangement  and  detail 
of  the  political  compact  were  entrusted,  were  aware 
of  its  existence  in  its  fullest  extent;  they  were  no 
strangers  to  the  servile  condition  of  the  slave,  nor  to 
the  burdens  inflicted  upon  the  master;  they  knew  that 
the  evil  existed,  but  they  saw  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
viding an  adequate  remedy.  They  were  well  con- 
vinced that  there  existed  rights  and  interests  which 
could  not  be  abrogated  or  abridged  without  prevent- 
ing, forever,  the  establishment  of  that  union  which 
they  were  anxious  to  cement;  or  producing  conse- 
quences to  their  country  of  a  far  more  dangerous  and 
disastrous  character  and  tendency,  than  the  existence 
of  the  rights  and  interests  they  were  about  to  concede. 
The  rights  were  admitted,  however,  and  the  interests 
conc(^ded,  among  the  many  other  concessions  which 
it  became  necessary  to  grant  before  all  the  conflict- 
ing claims  could  be  reconciled,  or  the  parties  to  the 
great  bond  of  Union  which  it  was  their  purpose  to 
form  and  to  perpetuate,  could  be  harmonized  and  con- ' 
ciliated.  These  rights  remain  as  sacred  now  as  they 
were  then,  and  these  interests  are  as  sacredly  vested 
in  the  people  of  the  slave-holding  communities  now 
as  they  were  considered  and  known  to  be  then;    and 


ft 


George  Wolf.  243 

we  are  solemnly  bound  by  the  obligations  of  justice, 
humanity  and  good  faith,  to  abstain  from  interfering 
in  any  manner  with  them.  The  doctrines  of  universal 
emancipation,  no  doubt,  had  their  origin  in  motives 
of  the  purest  humanity  and  in  the  most  benevolent  de- 
signs, and  would,  if  left  to  themselves,  by  their  mild 
and  benignant  influences,  have  greatly  ameliorated 
the  condition  of  both  master  and  slave:  indeed,  they 
had  already  contributed  to  that  desirable  end,  and 
might,  eventually,  have  produced  the  very  object  which 
is  now  professedly  held  out  as  the  one  desired  to  be 
accomplished.  But  the  present  crusade  against  sla- 
very is  the  offspring  of  fanaticism  of  the  most  danger- 
ous and  alarming  character;  which  if  not  speedily 
checked,  may  kindle  a  fire  which  it  may  require  the  best 
blood  of  the  country  to  quench ;  and  engender  feelings 
which  may  prove  fatal  to  the  integrity  of  the  Union 
itself.  It  must,  however,  be  left  to  public  opinion 
alone  to  check  and  to  control  the  further  progress  of 
this  misdirected  enthusiasm. — Legislation  cannot  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  without  endangering  other 
rights  and  privileges,  in  which  every  individual  in 
this  great  confederacy  is  deeply  and  solemnly  inter- 
ested. The  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  which 
after  all  is  the  safeguard  to  free  discussion,  and  the 
best  expositor  of  public  opinion,  must  not  be  infringed 
upon  or  controlled  by  enactments  intended  to  remedy 
some  temporary  mischief  only.  I  would  take  occasion, 
however,  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  whether  a  calm,  temperate  and  digni- 
fied, but  at  the  same  time,  firm  and  decided  expression 
of  the  views  and  feelings  of  that  body  in  reference  to 
this  highly  dangerous  and  mischief-threatening  spirit, 
would  not  be  calculated  to  give  tone  and  expression 
to  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  that  subject,  and 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  impose  an  immediate  check 
and  restraint  upon  its  further  progress. 
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In  retiring  from  the  station  I  at  present  occupy,  I 
shall  have  the  pleasing  satisfaction  to  cheer  me  on 
my  way  to  private  life,  which  always  accompanies  a 
well  grounded  consciousness  of  a  faithful  and  honest 
discharge  of  the  duties  incident  to  a  high  and  respon- 
sible public  trust.  Elevated  by  the  citizens  of  my 
native  state  to  the  most  dignified  office  in  their  gift,  I 
could  not  be  insensible  to  the  extent  of  the  confidence 
they  had  reposed,  nor  of  the  weight  of  obligation  I 
owed  them.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  however,  I 
trust  without  incurring  the  imputation  of  egotism, 
that  as  the  only  return  I  could  make  for  the  confidence 
reposed,  I  have  labored  most  assiduously  and  unre- 
mittingly during  my  continuance  in  office,  to  advance 
the  prosperity  of  that  commonwealth  over  which  I 
had  been  called  to  preside;  to  sustain  its  credit;  to 
elevate  its  character  and  to  promote  its  lasting  wel- 
fare and  happiness — and  if,  in  the  endeavor  to  secure 
these  objects,  I  have  in  my  intercourse  with  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  government,  at  any  time  hap- 
pened to  differ  from  them  in  regard  to  particular  mea- 
sures of  policy,  it  will  be  ascribed  on  their  part,  I  trust, 
as  it  assuredly  shall  be  on  mine,  to  an  honest  differ- 
ence oi  opinion,  arising  from  an  anxious  desire  on 
either  side  to  promote  the  public  good.  If,  in  the 
great  leading  measures  of  state  policy,  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  a  portion  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, in  regard  to  their  propriety  and  general  utility, 
I  have  had  the  gratification  to  know  that  I  was  sus- 
tained in  these  measures  by  a  still  larger  portion  of 
them,  and  especially  by  their  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  whose  legislative  sanction  they  re- 
ceived, and  under  its  authority  have  been  carried 
either  partially  or  wholly  into  successful  operation. 
The  ultimate  effect  of  those  measures  upon  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  this 
great  and  growing  commonwealth,  in  all  future  time. 
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I  am  content  to  submit  to  that  unerring  test, — and 
in  whatever  situation  I  may  be  placed  hereafter, 
whether  in  the  peaceful  shades  of  domestic  retirement, 
or  in  the  more  busy  scenes  of  active  life,  the  most  fer- 
vent wishes  of  my  heart  shall  be  engaged  and  my  most 
ardent  aspirations  shall  ascend  for  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  my  native  state. 

1  have  only  to  add,  in  conclusion,  the  assurance  of 
a  hearty  concurrence  with  the  General  Assembly  dur- 
ing my  continuance  in  office,  in  all  such  constitutional 
measures  as  shall  be  adopted  by  them:  that  I  shall 
carry  with  me  into  retirement,  and  cherish  through 
life,  grateful  recollections  for  the  distinguished  marks 
of  confidence  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  and  the 
many  public  favors  which  have  been  so  repeatedly 
and  so  kindly  accorded  to  me,  and  to  bid  you  a  last 
and  an  affectionate  farewell. 

GEO:  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  Dec.  2,  1835. 
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Chapter  II. 

JOSEPH  RITNER. 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 

1835-1839. 


SON  OF  AN  ALSATIAN  IMMIGRANT,  WITH  NO 
early  schooling  except  a  half  a  year  at  the  age 
of  six,  Joseph  Ritner,  perhaps  achieved  greater 
proportional  snccess  than  any  other  incumbent  of  the 
gubernatorial  chair.  Born  in  Berks  caunty  in  1780, 
he  passed  his  boyhood  assisting  in  the  work  of  his 
father's  farm;  a  farm  laborer  in  Cumberland  county 
at  sixteen,  at  twenty  he  married  and  found  upon  the 
farm  of  his  wife's  uncle,  in  Washington  county,  a 
library  composed  principally  of  standard  German 
works.  By  the  utilization  of  these  works  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  practical  knowledge  which  enabled  him 
to  hold  with  honor  so  many  important  public  posi- 
tions. 

From  1820  to  1826  he  represented  Washington  coun- 
ty in  the  Legislature,  the  last  two  years  serving  as 
Speaker.  When  the  Anti-Masonic  party  arose  he 
identified  himself  with  it,  and  in  1829  and  1832  he  was 
the  candidate  of  that  organization  for  Governor,  in 
the  first  campaign  coming  within  seventeen  thousand 
and  in  the  second  within  three  thousand  votes  of  suc- 
cess, while  in  1835  he  was  finally  elected  and  served 
one  term  as  executive  of  the  state. 
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To  him  is  due  the  credit  of  putting  into  practical 
operation  the  common  school,  law,  inaugurated  by  Gov- 
ernor Wolf.  The  bill  as  originally  enacted  by  the 
Legislature  possessed  vital  defects  which  practically 
nullified  its  effects,  and  a  new  bill  was  enacted,  from 
which  the  objectionable  features  were  eliminated. 
This  act  forms  the  foundation  of  the  present  school 
legislation,  and  immediately  demonstrated  its  value. 
Within  three  years,  the  annual  appropriation  was  in- 
creased from  175,000  to  |400,000,  and  from  762  com- 
mon schools,  about  17  academies  and  no  female  semi- 
naries, the  educational  system  of  the  state  increased 
to  5,000  common  schools,  38  academies  and  7  female 
seminaries,  in  addition  to  many  private  institutions. 

Governor  Ritner  was  one  of  the  most  outspoken  and 
sincere  abolitionists  of  his  day.  His  ringing  remarks 
upon  the  slavery  question  in  his  message  of  1836  were 
an  inspiration  to  the  poet  Whittipr,  whose  poem, 
^^Lines  Written  on  Reading  Governor  Ritner's  Mes- 
sage of  1836,"  was  inspired  by  it. 

Tfcank  God  for  the  token!— one  Up  Is  still  free, — 

One  spirit  untrammelled, — unbending  one  knee! 

*  *  •  •  * 

O'er  thy  crags,  Allegheny,  a  blast  has  been  blown 

Down  thy  tide,  Susquehanna,  the  murmer  has  gone. 

*  *  «  *  * 

Will. treat  land  of  the  free  and  the  good  wear  a  chain? 
Will  the  call  to  rescue  of  Freedom  be  vain? 

No,  Ritner! — her  "Friends"  at  thy  warning  shall  stand 
Erect  for  the  truth,   like  their  ancestral  band. 

*  *  •  •  • 

The  voice  of  a  People, — uprisen, — awake, — 
Pennsylvania's  watchword,   with  Freedom  at  stake. 

Thrilling  up  from  each  valley,  flung  down  from  each  height, 
"Our  country  and  liberty!— God  for  the  Right!" 

Governor  Ritner  was  the  Anti-Masonic  candidate 
for  re-election  in  1838,  but  was  defeated  by  about  five 
thousand  votes.     Charges  of  fraud  were  made  by  his 
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supporters  and  a  legislative  investigation  demanded. 
Realizing  that  the  outcome  depended  upon  the  com- 
plexion of  the  Legislature  strenuous  efforts  were  made 
by  both  sides  to  control  the  House,  the  excitement  be- 
coming so  great  that  the  militia  was  called  out  to 
maintain  peace,  and  United  States  troops  called  for. 
The  Democratic  House  was  finally  recognized,  which 
practically  ended  the  discussion. 

Retiring  to  private  life,  Mr.  Ritner  was  attacked 
with  double  cataract,  and  although  one  eye  was  re- 
lieved by  operation,  he  declined  further  treatment. 
In  1848  he  was  appointed  as  Director  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia,  but  President  Taylor  died  before  the 
appointment  was  confirmed,  and  the  appointment  was 
withdrawn  to  make  room  for  a  candidate  of  President 
Fillmore.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which 
nominated  John  C.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency  and 
always  remained  a  staunch  Republican  in  politics. 
He  was  abstemious,  correct  and  careful  in  life,  and  his 
years  were  prolonged  to  the-  age  of  ninety,  the  most 
advanced  age  to  which  Pensylvania's  Governors  have 
attained,  expiring  in  1869.  He  was  Governor  from 
December  15,  1835,  to  January  13,  1839. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Joseph 
Ritner  as  Governor  and  Continuing  all  Appoint- 
ments under  the  Executive  for  the  Term  of  Four 
Months. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NA^IE  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JO'SEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  have  duly 
*  certified,  that  the  said  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  did  on 
the  seventh  day  of  December  instant,  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  State  Capitol 
at  Harrisburg,  open  and  publish  the  returns  of  the 
late  election  of  a  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, in  the  presence  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses 

*CERTIFICATE  OF  THE  SPEAKERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  AND  SENATE. 
We.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  do  certify  that  the  Speaker  of 
the  Senate  did  on  the  seventh  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  State  Capitol  open  the  returns  of  the  election  for 
Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  and  publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of 
the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  conformably  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that  upon  counting  the  votes  by 
a  Teller  appcinted  on  the  part  of  each  House,  it  appeared  that  Joseph  Rit- 
ner had  the  highest  number  of  votes.  Whereupon  the  said  Joseph  Ritner 
was  declared  to  have  been  duly  elected  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth. 
In  Testimony  whereof.  We  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  Seals  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

THOMAS  S.   CUNNINGHAM,     [L.  S.] 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
NER.    MIDDLESWARTH,     [L.  S.] 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,   December 
17,  1835. 

THOMAS   S.   CUNNINGHAM, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
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of  the  Legislature,  conformably  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that  upon  counting 
the  votes  by  a  Teller  appointed  on  the  part  of  each 
House  it  appeared  that  Joseph  Ritner  had  a  majority 
of  votes;  Whereupon  the  said  Joseph  Ritner  was  de- 
clared to  have  been  duly  elected  Governor  of  the  said 
Commonwealth  and  having  first  taken  the  oaths  of 
Ofiice  was  accordingly  on  this  fifteenth  day  of  De- 
cember proclaimed  Covernor  thereof.  Now,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  power  and  trust  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Cour.monwealth  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  granted, 
and  confided,  and  for  preventing  all  failures  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  1  the  said  Joseph  Ritner, 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this  proclamation, 
hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all  appointments 
made  and  all  commissions  heretofore  lawfully  issued 
for  the  term  of  four  months  from  the  date  of  these 
j)resents,  unless  the  said  appointments  and  commis- 
sions shall  be  sooner  superseded  and  annulled.  And 
I  do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  Officers  en- 
gaged in  the  several  departments  of  the  Government, 
to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  perform- 
ance and  execution  of  their  respective  stations,  so 
as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the  interest, 
peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburgh  this  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  six- 
tieth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  HAVE  ENTRUST- 
ed  to  me,  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government. 

I  accept  the  trust  with  the  profoundest  gratitude 
for  the  honor  conferred,  and  the  most  unfeigned  dif- 
fidence of  my  ability  to  fulfil  its  various  and  important 
duties,  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  their  just  and  rea- 
sonable expectations. 

The  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  a  large  and  growing 
community,  is  at  all  times  one  of  much  responsibility — 
most  especially  is  it  so  at  the  present  juncture  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Questions  of  great  moment,  many  of  them 
novel  and  all  intimately  connected  with  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  people,  demand  his  care  and  at- 
tention. 

Perhaps  a  selfish  caution  would,  on  those  subjects, 
indicate  silence  as  the  safest  course  for  one  just  en- 
tering on  the  office  of  chief  magistrate.  But  he  who 
assumes  that  station,  is  called  to  it,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consulting  his  own  convenience  or  his  own 
feelings,  but  the  wishes  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
community.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  have  en- 
tered upon  it,  without  having  previously  adopted  cer- 
tain leading  principles,  for  the  regulation  of  my  execu- 
tive conduct.  To  an  early  knowledge  of  them  my  fel- 
low citizens  have  an  undoubted  right. 

And  here,  before  entering  upon  the  questions  of 
more  immediate  interest  to  us,  as  citizens  of  this  state, 
I  would  desire  it  distinctly  to  be  understood,  that  I 
possess  a  proper  estimate  of  the  importance  of  Penn- 
sylvania, both  as  a  state  and  as  a  member  of  the  great 
national  family.  While  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
every  part  of  the  Union  will  be  scrupulously  respected, 
and  its  perpetuation  and  honor  cordially  promoted. 
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I  shall  not  consent  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  propitiate  power,  or  conciliate  favor  in 
any  quarter,  hov^ever  high  and  influential. 

*Among  the  subjects  of  state  policy,  there  is  one  of 
most  prominent  interest.  The  great  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement  in  which  we  have  been  for  years  en- 
gaged, has  encumbered  the  resources  and  deranged  the 
finances  of  the  commonwealth,  produced  new  but  as 
yet  nearly  untried  channels  for  business  and  springs 
to  private  enterprise,  and  materially  affected  the  oc- 
cupations and  interests  of  the  people.  The  cares  and 
duties  of  those  who  administer  the  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive departments  of  the  government,  are  in  the 
same  proportion  increased.  Sound  policy  demands, 
that  operations  which  have  thus  shaken  the  old  order 
of  things,  and  that  public  works  which  have  cost  so 
much  should  as  speedily  as  possible  be  made  to  an- 
swer the  great  object  for  which  they  were  originally 
designed — the  public  good.  To  accomplish  it,  the 
most  vigorous  measures,  and  the  most  rigid  economy 
are  absolutely  necessary,  and  will  be  enforced.  Ev- 
ery exertion  will  be  made  to  give  energy  and  certain- 
ty to  a  system  which,  as  yet,  has  exhibited  little  more 
than  a  doubtful  promise  of  utility  commensurate  with 
the  sacrifices  made  for  its  accomplishment. 

With  the  vast  debt  already  contracted  before  us, 
prudence  would  forbid  the  undertaking  of  any  new, 
separate,  and  independent  work,  until  those  now  in 
operation,  and  in  progress,  prove  by  actual  experience 
to  be  capable  of  sustaining  themselves,  and  furnish 
evidence  that  they  will,  in  a  reasonable  time,  extin- 
guish their  original  cost,  without  resort  to  taxation. 
But  where  further  extension  of  the  public  works  is 
necessary,  to  'render  those  already  made,  or  in  pro- 
gress, profitable  and  beneficial,  economy  and  sound 
policy,  and  a  just  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple would  require  such  extension  to  be  authorized  and 
completed. 
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Next  in  order  to  the  development  and  care  of  the 
physical  resources  of  the  commonwealth,  though  of 
vastly  higher  moment  in  itself,  is  the  cultivation  of 
its  mental  energies.  A  system  of  common  school  edu- 
cation has  been  recently  commenced — it  will  afford  me 
sincere  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  the  legislature,  in 
the  attempt  to  give  it  real  usefulness,  by  adapting 
it  to  the  wants  and  feelings  of  the  people. 

The  permanency  of  a  republic  depends  on  the  vir- 
tue of  its  citizens.  Whilst  they  are  virtuous  and  in- 
telligent the  acts  of  their  agents  will  be  restrained  and 
directed  to  the  public  good,  which  is  the  only  le- 
gitimate object  of  all  governments. — Industry  and 
economy  in  all  the  transactions  and  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals, are  the  principal  promoters  of  that  indepen- 
dence of  character  and  of  that  virtue,  on  which,  so 
far  as  mere  human  agency  prevails,  depends  the  ex- 
istence of  a  government,  republican  not  only  in  name, 
but  in  reality.  It  is  therefore  the  imperative  duty  of 
those  in  authority,  to  protect  the  weak  against  the 
powerful,  and  to  foster  and  encourage  the  laborious, 
the  industrious,  and  the  economical,  in  every  class  of 
society.  To  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I  pledge 
the  co-operation  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  maintenance  of  a  sound  currency,  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  but  indispensable  duties  of  those  who 
administer  to  the  government,  in  a  community  pos- 
sessing such  various  interests  as  that  to  which  we 
/belong — convenience,  and  that  consideration  alone 
has  caused  the  substitution  of  paper  money  for  specie. 

The  idea  that  money  was  to  be  made  by  speculating 
on  the  inconvenience  of  a  metallic  currency,  or  that 
paper  money  was  to  be  created,  merely  to  enable  a 
few  to  realize  large  sums  by  turning  the  act  of  its 
creation  to  their  own  account,  never,  for  a  moment, 
entered  the  minds  of  those  who  first  adopted  this  use- 
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ful  and  valuable  expedient. — Their  object  was  the  ob- 
tainment  of  a  representative,  possessing  all  the  util- 
ity and  value,  without  any  of  the  inconvenience  of 
the  thing  represented.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  in- 
crease of  the  substitute  is  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 
ThcL  man  who  takes  it,  in  payment  for  his  labour,  his 
goods,  or  his  land,  is  cheated.  My  object  will,  there- 
fore, be,  on  the  one  hand,  to  confine  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  the  amount  of  paper  money  within  the  bounds 
just  stated,  while  on  the  other,  public  accommodation, 
and  the  demands  of  business  will  be  consulted. 

The  exercise  of  the  appointing  power  is  a  task  of 
much  delicacy.  The  present  constitution  has  entrust- 
ed it  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  chief  mag- 
istrate. His  object  should  be  the  selection  of  offi- 
cers who  will  advance  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
all,  by  a  faithful,  honest,  and  efficient  discharge  of 
their  duty.  While  the  power  remains  in  my  hands 
that  object  will  be  kept  in  view. 

The  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  equal  rights  of 
the  people,  whether  threatened  or  assailed  by  indi- 
viduals, or  by  secret  sworn  associations,  I  shall,  so  far 
as  may  be  compatible  with  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  executive,  endeavor  to  maintain,  as  well  in  com- 
pliance with  the  known  will  of  the  people  as  from  ob- 
ligations of  duty  to  the  commonwealth.  In  these  en- 
deavors I  shall  entertain  no  doubt  of  zealous  co-opera- 
tion by  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  legislature  of 
the  state.  The  people  have  willed  the  destruction  of 
all  secret  societies,  and  that  will  cannot  be  disre- 
garded. 

In  the  attempt  to  render  the  power  of  the  laws 
ecjual  and  supreme  over  all,  that  certainty  in  their 
operation,  which  is  so  essentially  conducive  to  the 
prevention  of  crime,  should  be  also  kept  in  view. 

In  a  community  possessing  a  criminal  code  so  pro- 
verbially mild,  and  a  mode  of  trial  so  fair  and  open  as 
17— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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that  to  wMch  we  belong,  the  pardoning  power  should 
be  rarely  and  with  extreme  caution  interposed.  I 
trust  I  shall  be  enabled,  in  the  use  of  it,  to  listen  only 
to  the  demands  of  public  justice,  and  the  general  good. 
No  considerations  arising  from  feelings  of  mere  pity, 
or  from  respect  of  person,  or  station,  shall  influence 
my  conduct.  When  punishment  is  certain  crime  de- 
creases— then  only  may  the  severity  of  the  laws  with 
safety  be  still  further  mitigated. 

I  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  office  of  Governor,  with  the  constitutions  which 
I  have  just  sworn  to  support  asf  the  guide,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  object  of 
my  labors,  relying  upon  the  legislature  for  aid  in 
my  endeavors  to  serve  our  common  constituents,  and 
upon  the  candour  and  liberality  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
to  excuse  the  unintentional  and  unavoidable  errors 
that  may  occur,  in  my  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. That  those  errors  may  not  be  permanently  in- 
jurious to  my  native  state,  is  my  sincere  prayer  to 
that  Being,  on  whom  alone  sure  reliance  can  be  placed, 
and  from  whom  cometh  that  wisdom  which  cannot 
err. 

JOSEPH  KITNER. 

December  15th,  1835. 


To  the  Assembly  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment 
of  Thomas  H.  Burrowes  to  be  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

1    HEREBY  INFORM  YOU,  THAT  I  HAVE  THIS 
day  appointed  and  commissioned  Thomas  H.  Bur- 
rowes, Esq.,  to  be  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
during  my  continuance  in  office,  agreeably  to  the  fif- 
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teentli  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constituion 
of  Pennsylvania. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
December  15th,  1835. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Financial  State  of 
♦     the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  BECOMES  MY  DUTY  TO  LAY  BEFORE  YOU 
information  relative  to  the  financial  condition  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  to  recommend  the  neces- 
sity of  prompt  measures  for  the  support  of  the  public 
credit. 

It  ought  not  to  be  necessary  for  the  Executive  to 
present  information  to  the  legislature  at  such  an  early 
stage  of  its  session  upon  this  subject.  You  have  but 
recently  received  the  annual  message  of  my  predeces- 
sor— the  accounts  of  the  public  fiscal  agents  are  yet 
in  your  hands — the  report  of  the  managers  of  the  pub- 
lic works  are  still  under  scrutiny,  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing all  the  light  that  should  be  afforded  by  these 
various  documents,  it  still  remains  necessary  that  I 
should  call  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  that 
you  should  promptly  act  upon  it. 

The  following  statement  has  recently  been  laid  be- 
fore me  by  the  auditor  general: 

Estimate  of  the  probable  condition  of  the  State  Treas- 
ury, on  the  first  of  February,  1836. 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  1st  November, 

1835,    1195,795  10 

Receipts  from  1st  Nov.,  1835,  till  11th 
Jan.,  L83j5,  inclusive, 493,205  22 

.    1689,000  32 
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Payments  from  1st  Nov.,  18B5,  till  llth 
Jan.,  1836,  in  which  is  included  |260,- 
347.23,  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  loan  per  act  of  17th  Jan.,  1835, 466,097  52 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury,  llth 

Jan.,  1836,  of |222,902  80 

To  which  add  the  probable  receiptsf  from 

the  llth  Jan.,  till  1st  Feb.,  1836,  ....*..        97,256  40 

1320,159  20 
And  deduct  .the  probable  payments  for 
the  same  time, 19,000  00 

Leaving  a  probable  balance  on  the  1st 
Fob.,    1301,159  20 

Amount  of  interest  payable  on  the  1st  Feb.,  1836, 

viz: 

By  the  commissioners  of  the  internal  im- 
provement fund  on  canal  and  rail  road 
loans, 1553,156  00 

By  the  state  treasurer  on  other  loans,  . . .        46,500  00 

1599,656  00 
Probable  amount  necessary  to  remain  in 
the  treasury  to  meet  ordinary  demands,       50,000  00 

649,656  00 
Probable  amount  in  the  treasury  on  the 
1st  Feb.,  1836,  as  above  stated, 301,159  20 

Leaving  to  be  provided  for  on  1st  Feb.,  . .    |348,496  80 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  gross  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  must  be 
provided  by  you,  to  meet  just  and  unavoidable  de- 
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mands  against  the  treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  month. 

It  is»  for  the  legislature  to  devise  the  means  of  sup- 
plying this  deficiency;  and  while  I  call  your  attention 
to  it,  I  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  more  simple  and  efficient  manner  of  auditing, 
disbursing  and  accounting  for  the  commonwealth's 
funds.  Divided,  and  yet  mixed  up  together  as  the  dif- 
ferent departments  at  present  are,  their  reports  pre- 
sent little  or  no  satisfactory  information.  The  aud- 
itor general  is  both  the  ordinary  auditing  officer  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  commissioner  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund — the  state  treasurer  is  ordinary 
treasurer  of  the  commonwealth,  treasurer  of  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  and  member  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  of  the  internal  improvement  fund.  In 
all  these  capacities  each  of  these  officers  has  different 
duties  to  perform — separate  accounts  to  keep,  and  dis- 
tinct report  of  his  proceedings  to  make.  The  effect  of 
this  is  really  embarrassing  to  one  recently  called  to 
perform  the  executive  duties  of  the  government,  and 
it  appears  to  me  should  be  obviated. 

The  state  should  know  no  difference  amongst  her 
creditors  or  debtors;  all  her  resources  are  intended 
for  the  same  use,  viz:  the  payment  of  debts  incurred 
in  the  prosecution  of  undertakings  for  the  general 
good.  All  her  debts  should  stand  on  equal  footing — 
none  is  more  due  than  the  rest — all  should  be  paid. 
If  not  paid  promptly,  our  credit  is  bankrupt.  In  that 
case,  (of  which  with  proper  care  there  is  at  present 
no  danger),  it  matters  not,  whether  the  debt  which 
turns  the  scale  against  us,  is  due  for  the  services  of  an 
old  soldier,  or  a  canal  commissioner.  If  this  be  cor- 
rect, it  does  seem  to  me  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
more  than  one  auditing  and  disbursing  department — 
more  than  this  only  produces  confusion  without  in- 
creasing security.    The  official  bonds  of  the  various 
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officers — the  amount  of  reputation  at  stake,  and  the 
checks  held  by  the  auditing  and  disbursing  agents 
upon  each  other,  should  at  all  times  be  sufficient  to 
ensure  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  respective  du- 
ties. Each  department  should  therefore  be  so  organ- 
ized as  at  a  glance  to  present  the  general  balance  for 
or  against  the  state;  and  should  embrace  all  the 
pecuniary  operations  of  the  commonwealth  in  that  de- 
partment, whether  it  be  of  audit  or  disbursement. 
With  this  view  I  suggest  the  propriety  of  inquiring 
whether  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  and  the  office  of  treasurer  to  the 
canal  commissioners,  are  conducive  to  the  public  ben- 
efit. 

Another  subject  connected  with  the  occasion  of  this 
communication,  is  the  inviolability  of  all  funds  in  thje 
treasury  set  apart  for  specific  purposes.  It  is  known 
that  certain  portions  of  the  i^ublic  revenue  are  by 
law  pledged  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  canal 
and  rail  road  loans;  while  such  is  the  law,  its  en- 
actments should  be  obeyed.  The  proceeds  of  those 
sources  of  revenue,  should,  as  soon  as  they  reach  the 
treasury,  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  internal  im- 
provement fund,  and  used  for  no  other  purpose.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  demand  on  the  treasury 
which  will  cause  the  deficiency  to  which  your  attention 
is  now  called,  is  mainly  composed  of  this  very  inter- 
est on  canal  and  rail  road  loans. 

I  would,  therefore,  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  in- 
stituting an  inquiry,  whether  the  acts  of  assembly 
on  this  head  have  been  complied  with;  and  if  not, 
Avhether,  in  case  they  should  be  continued  in  force, 
any  further  legislation  is  necessary  to  insure  their 
future  observance. 

Investigation  and  reform  in  every  department  of 
our  financial  operations,  have  become  imperiously  nec- 
essary.   No  other  course  can  preserve  the  public  cred- 
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it,  and  at  the  same  time  justify  further  expenditure. 
If  that  course  be  adopted,  our  system  of  public  works, 
the  great  cause  of  our  present  embarrassment,  will 
soon  grow  into  favor  with  the  whole  people.  Then 
alone  will  their  agents  be  sustained  in  giving  its  bene- 
fits a  wider  extension. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Harrisburg,  13th  January,  1836. 


^Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
the  Murderer  or  Murderers  of  Henry  Trumbower, 
late  of  Montgomery  County. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOiSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

* 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received 
authentic  information  that 
Henry  Trumbower,  a  citizen 
of  the  County  of  Montgom- 
ery, in  this  Commonwealth, 
was  about  the  middle  of  last 
November  at  the  house  of 
Jacob  Geiger,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Limerick,  in  said  county,  killed  in  an  affray  with 

♦PETITIONS  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OP  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  Esquire, 

Secretary  of  the  Com'th: 
Sir: 

The  Sheriff  of  this  County  has  placed  in  my  hands  your  letter  addressed 
to  him  on  the  30th  ultimo,  together  with  all  the  Information  which  he  has 
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a  number  of  persons  by  wbom  the  said  Trumbower 
with  others  was  assailed,  and  that  the  perpetrators 
of  the  said  offence  immediately  absconded  and  are  still 

been  able  to  procure  in  relation  to  the  murder  of  Henry  Trumbower;  ac- 
companied with  a  request  that  the  same  might  be  communicated  to  you. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  14th  of  Nov.  last;  the  deceased  went  to  a 
store  in  Linierick  Township  in  this  County,  kept  by  a  man  named  Jacob 
Geiger.  He  there  found  several  of  his  acquaintances  and  among  them  two 
individuals  named  James  Rees  and  Enoch  Raysor.  He  was  engaged  in 
familiar  conversation  with  these  persons,  when  two  Irish  labourers  on  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail  Road  entered  the  store.  An  altercation  soon 
arose  between  Rees  and  the  Irishmen  and  a  scuffle  ensued,  in  which  all 
present  participated.  The  Irishmen  were  either  expelled  or  voluntarily  left 
the  store  and  no  apprehension  was  entertained  that  they  would  return  or 
that  they  harboured  the  design  of  committing  further  depredations.  But  it 
appears  that  they  repaired  without  delay  to  the  nearest  shanties  and  after 
augmenting  their  force  to  the  number  of  25  or  30,  who  all  provided  them- 
selves with  stones,  bludgeons  and  other  weapons,  they  returned  and  com- 
menced a  furious  attack  on  the  store.  The  deceased  with  the  other  per- 
sons before  alluded  to,  were  still  there,  and  the  assailants  forthwith  pro- 
ceeded to  wieak  their  resentment  upon  those  individuals  in  the  most  violent 
and  barbarous  manner.  The  survivors  of  the  outrage  declare  their  in- 
ability to  furnish  anything  like  an  accurate  account  of  the  scene.  After 
beating  the  inmates  of  the  store  until  their  revenge  was  gratified,  the  mis- 
creants fled  and  have  not  since  been  heard  of  in  the  neighborhood.  James 
Rees  was  seriously  injured  and  the  blows  Inflicted  upon  Henry  Trumbower 
produced  his  death.  After  the  affray  the  latter  with  two  of  his  friends  re- 
turned home  by  a  circuitous  route  in  order  to  avoid  another  rencontre  with 
the  "Irish  party."  He  spoke  of  his  wounds  in  a  slighting  manner  but  on  the 
morning  of  the  succeeding  day  their  mortal  character  was  manifest.  He  died 
on  the  evening  of  the  15th,  in  consequence  as  the  inquest  returned,  of  wounds 
received  in  the  affray  above  described.  His  skull  was  fractured  in  a  shock- 
ing manner.  The  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  have  not  been  long  In  this 
country  and  were  little, known  in  the  above  neighborhood  as  distinguished 
from  the  herd  around  them.  The  agitation  of  the  persons  in  the  store  was 
so  great  that  they  are  not  able  to  give  a  minute  description  of  any  of  the 
assr Hants.  But  it  is  said  that  they  can  be  identified  without  difficulty,  and 
that  there  are  many  individuals  now  in  the  neighborhood  acquainted  with 
the  offenders  and  with  the  place  of  their  concealment,  who  only  require  the 
inducements  of  a  reward  to  disclose  the  facts  necessary  to  accomplish  their 
arrest.  The  magistrates,  and  other  officers,  with  several  citizens  exerted 
themselves  incessantly  to  discover  the  perpetrators  but  none  of  them  have 
yet  been  apprehended.  The  deceased  was  a  young  man  of  the  most  re- 
spectable ccnnecticns  and  worthy  character. 

Owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  Sheriff  Todd  from  this  Borough,  your 
letter  was  not  received  by  him  until  a  few  days  ago. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob.  serv't, 

CH.  W.  BROOKE. 

Norristown,    Jan,  12,   1836. 

Tho.   H.   Burrcwes,    Esquire, 

Secietary  of  the  Commonwealth: 
Sir: 

The  reply  addressed  to  you  on  the  12th  instant  embraced  all  the  informa- 
tion required  by  your  letter  of  the  30th  ulto.  relative  to  the  death  of  Henry 
Trvmbower.  As  nothing  was  remarked  respecting  the  requisite  affidavit 
"that  the  crime  was  committed  and  that  the  perpetrators  are  still  at  large," 
it  was  presumed  that  the  same  had  been  previously  transmitted  by  the 
persons  who  made  the  first  "representations  to  the  Governor,"  with  whose 
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at  large.  And  Whereas  the  reputation  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens  and  the 
obligations  of  Justice  and  humanity  require  that  the 
perpetrators  of  an  offence  so  atrocious  should  be  ap- 
prehended, secured  and  punished,  I  have  therefore 
thought  it  proper  to  issue  this  Proclamation  hereby 
offering  a  reward  of  Three  hundred  dollars  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure 
the  said  perpetrators  or  either  of  them  in  the  Jail  of 
the  County  of  Montgomery  to  be  paid  on  the  convic- 
tion of  the  said  perpetrators  or  either  of  them,  and 
all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables  and 
other  officers  of  this  Commonwealth  are  hereby  strictly 
required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in 
enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  persons 
guilty  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  second  day  of  February  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixtieth. 
By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Comm'th. 

proceedings  in  the   matter  the  Sheriff  was   not  fully  acquainted;  and  that 
nothing  was  wanting  to  ensure   the  Proclamation   of  reward,    except  what 
was  specified  in  your  communication.    In  compliance  with  your  requisition 
of  the  25th,    the  accompanying  affidavit  has  been  prepared. 
Three  hundred  dollars  as  a  reward  will  probably  be  sufficient. 

Your  ob't  Serv't, 

CH.  W.  BROOKE. 
Ncrristown,  Jan.  29,  1836. 

Montgomery  County,  ss: 

Beforo  me  the  subscriber  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the 
said  County  personally  appeared  Josiah  B.  Missimer,  of  Limerick  Township, 
in  said  County  and  being  sworn  says,  that  about  the  middle  of  last  No- 
vember, at  the  house  of  Jacob  Geiger  in  said  Township  a  citizen  named 
Henry  Trumbower  was  killed  in  an  affray  with  about  15  or  20  Irishmen  by 
whom  the  said  Trumbower  with  others  was  assailed.  That  the  perpetrators 
of  the  said  offence  immediately  absconded,  and  are  still  at  large,  having 
completely  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  of  the  police.  That  there  are 
reasons  for  believing  that  the  said  offenders  are  now  lurking  within  this 
County  and  if  a  suitable  reward  was  offered  for  their  apprehension  they 
would  be  speedily  arrested. 

JOSIAH  B.   MISSIMER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  28th  of  Jan.,  1836,  before  me. 

I.  W.   EVANS,   J.  P. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  'the  Proceedings  of  the 
Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  February  22, 1836. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen : 

I  HA  YE  THIS  DAY  RECEIYED  AND  HAYE 
caused  to  be  filed  in  the  proper  oflSce,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  held  at  their  banking 
house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  19th  instant, 
by  which  proceedings  said  stockholders  have  unani- 
mously accepted  the  several  sections  and  provisions  re- 
lating to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  contained  and 
set  forth  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  ^of  Pennsylva- 
nia, entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  the  state  tax  on  real 
and  personal  property,  and  to  continue  and  extend 
the  improvements  of  the  state  by  rail  roads  and  canals, 
and  to  charter  a  state  bank  to  be  called  the  United 
States  Bank."  JOS.  RITNER. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina  proposing  an  Ex- 
change Court  Reports  and  Public  Laws  and  Rec- 
ommending Legal  Provision  for  Such  Exchanges. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  May  16,  1836. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen : 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  FOR  YOUR  CONSID- 
eration,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  which  accompanied    the    books 
therein  mentioned.     I  have  also  received  for  the  use 
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of  this  government,  from  the  Executives  of  several 
other  states,  copies  of  reports  of  their  superior  courts 
and  of  the  acts  of  their  legislatures. 

It  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  re- 
ciprocated these  acts  of  courtesy,  but  upon  inquiry 
it  appears  that  there  is  no  act  or  resolution  of  the  leg- 
islature authorizing  the  Executive  so  to  do.  Allow 
me  to  call  your  attention  to  this  matter,  and  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  taking  measures  to  procure,  for 
the  use  of  the  different  departments  of  the  government, 
complete  sets  of  the  reported  decisions  of  the  superior 
courts  of  all  the  states  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  acts 
of  their  legislatures.  No  manner  of  accomplishing 
this  desirable  object  appears  to  be  more  proper  than 
that  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  indicated  in  the  accompanying  letter.  A 
mutual  interchange  of  the  statutes  and  judicial  reports 
of  their  superior  courts  among  the  different  members 
of  the  national  family,  would  in  a  measure  promote 
those  kindly  feelings  and  draw  yet  closer  those  bonds 
of  connection  which  are  so  pleasant  and  desirable. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

Executive  Department,  North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  April  26,  1836. 
Sir — In  obedience  to  a  riesolution  of  the  General.  Assembly 
of  this  state,  passed  at  its  last  session,  I  transmit  to  the  Execu- 
tive department  of  your  state  the  first  number  of  Deyereux 
&  Battle's  reports  of  the  Supreme  court  of  this  state;  the 
other  numbers  will  be  sent  as  they  are  received.  I  send  also 
three  copies  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  session  of  our  legis- 
lature— one  copy  for  each  department  of  your  government. 
I  have  to  request,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  his  state,  that  your  state  will  reciprocate  the 
favor  by  transmitting  to  the  Executive  of  this  state,  a  copy 
of  the  reports  of  your  highest  courts  and  copies  of  your  public 
laws,  one  for  each  department  of  this  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

With  sentiments  of  high  consideration, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

RICH.  D.  SPAIGHT. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Report  of  the  Canal 

Commissioners. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LATE 
board  of  canal  commissioners,  made  to  the  legis- 
lature at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, is  the  following  paragraph: 

"The  fund  for  repairsf  is  exhausted,  and  by  the  time 
the  navigation  closes,  the  supervisors  will  generally 
be  indebted  for  labor  and  materials.  It  is  essential 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  public  works  next  season, 
that  funds  should  be  immediately  provided  for  repairs 
and  for  other  indispensable  objects.  About  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  required  to  pay  debts  that 
are  or  will  soon  be  due,  and  to  meet  the  demands  of  a 
pressing  character  already  mentioned." 

In  a  former  communication  it  was  my  duty  to  an- 
imadvert upon  the  dangerous  practice  of  thus  increas- 
ing debt,  in  direct  violation  of  law,  beyond  specific 
appropriations  for  designated  purposes.  While  the 
existence  heretofore  of  this  unauthorised  assumption 
of  power  cannot  be  denied,  nor  its  continuance  for  the 
future  too  strictly  guarded  against,  the  obligation 
upon  the  commonwealth  to  satisfy  all  just  demands 
against  her  should  not  for  a  moment  be  allowed  to 
remain  doubtful.  Between  the  state  and  her  agents 
good  faith  may  have  been  forgotten — between  the  state 
and  her  creditors  it  must  never  be  impaired.  It  there- 
fore again  becomes  my  duty  to  invite  your  attention 
to  this  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  means  to 
discharge  these  demands.  Though  their  origin  may 
have  been  unauthorised,  they  are  in  themselves  equit- 
able  and  binding. 

The  claims  in  question  are  for  repairs  and  other  ex- 
penses on  the  public  improvements,  which  the  repair 
fund  of  last  year  (|200,000),  was  insufficient  to  dis- 
charge.    This  deficiency,  though  set  forth  as  above 
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in  the  body  of  the  commissioners'  report,  was  not  em- 
braced in  their  estimate  or  ^'Statement  of  the  appro- 
priations required  for  the  current  year;"  nor  wasi  it, 
until  recently,  made  known  to  the  present  board  by 
actual  demand  for  the  money.  It  was  probably  owing 
to  these  causes  that  the  legislature  overlooked  the 
subject  altogether,  when  they  made  provision  for  the 
other  wants  of  the  system;  it  is  nevertheless  just  and 
proper  that  the  claims  should  be  promptly  satisfied.  I 
am  not  at  present  enabled  to  state  their  exact  sum; 
but  demands  of  the  description  in  question,  to  the 
amount  of  |108,000,  have  already  been  presented,  and 
the  whole  when  brought  in  will  probably  not  fall  short 
of  |200,000,  the  sum  named  by  the  late  board. 

To  meet  this  deficiency  there  are  no  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  present  board  of  commissioners,  nor 
any  which  by  legislative  authority  may  be  temporarily 
applied  to  it  without  defeating  some  other  equally  im- 
portant object.  I  therefore  would  recommend  the 
passage  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  authorizing  a  tempo- 
rary loan  of  |200,000,  or  so  much  of  that  sum  as  may 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  specific  purpose. 

At  the  same  time  that  good  faith  and  sound  policy 
teach  the  propriety  of  thus  fulfilling  even  the  unau- 
thorized contracts  of  the  agents  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  of  paying  off  old  debts,  the  present  condition  of 
the  public  resources  presents  the  agreeable  prospect  of 
being  able  for  the  future  to  avoid  temporary  expe- 
dients for  the  support  of  the  public  credit. 

I  have  the  high  gratification  of  announcing  to  the 
legislature  that  the  treasury  will,  at  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent half  year,  be  in  a  condition  not  only  to  meet  all 
ordinary  demands,  but  also  to  pay  the  interest  on 
canal  and  rail  road  debts,  without  resort  to  taxation 
or  loan.  The  last  loan  for  the  payment  of  interest  has 
been  negotiated  in  Pennsylvania. 

This  prosperous  stai^e  of  things  is  owing  to  the  wise 
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measures  adopted  early  in  the  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture, for  the  support  of  the  public  credit  and  the  pro- 
motion of  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  to  the 
vigorous,  judicious  and  economical  management  which 
now  gives  efficiency  and  productiveness  to  the  public 
works.  Notwithstanding  the  unusually  unfavorable 
circumstances  under  which  our  improvements  were 
opened  for  business  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent vear,  the  income  from  canals  and  rail  roads  for 
the  month  just  closed,  will  amount  to  |125,000. 

JOSEPH  EITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  June  7,  1836. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of  the 
Murderers  of  John  Clark,  in  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  I  have  received 
authentic  information  that  a 
certain  John  Clark,  late  of 
Oxfordshire,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  was  mur- 
dered in  the  most  atrocious 
manner  on  the  29th  of  June, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

by  two  persons  whose  names  are  unknown  and  who 

* 

having  fled  from  justice,  all  efforts  to  arrest  them  by 
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the  officers  of  justice  have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual: 
And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  government  and 
the  security  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  Jus- 
tice and  humanity  require  that  perpetrators  of  an 
otfence  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and 
condign  punishment;  I  have  therefore  thought  proper 
to  issue  this  proclamation  hereby  offering  a  reward  of 
one  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or-  persons  who 
sliall  apprehend  the  one  or  both  of  the  said  fugitives 
within  the  county  of  Philadelphia  and  secure  him  in 
the  jail  of  the  said  county;  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  if  each  or  either  of  the  said  offenders  shall  be 
apprehended  and  secured  in  the  jail  of  any  other 
county  of  this  commonwealth,  or  if  he  shall  be  appre- 
hended and  secured  without  the  limits  of  this  State. 
Which  sum  or  sums  are  to  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of 
the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 
And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  consta- 
bles and  other  officers  within  this  commonwealth,  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigi- 
lant in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  al- 
leged perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg  this  eleventh  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six, and  of  the  commonwealth  the  sixty-first. 
By  the  Governor, 

Thos.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

One  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  is  said  to  be 
about  5  feet  11  in.  or  6  ft.  in  height,  with  dark  hair  and 
whiskers,  and  was  dressed  in  dark  coloured  clothes 
when  the  crime  was  committed. 

The  other  is  described  to  be  about  5  ft.,  5  or  6  in. 
high,  broad-shouldered,  stoutly  made,  somewhat 
marked  with  the  smallpox,  with  sand  hair  and  whis- 
kers and  dressed  in  light  coloured  clothes. 


272 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


I 


Proclamation   of   Reward   for  the  Apprehension   of 
Joseph  Cramer  charged  with  Murder. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCL/AMATIO'N. 

Whereas  I  have  received 
authentic  information  that  a 
certain  Joseph  Cramer,  late 
of  the  County  of  Cambria, 
stands  charged  with  having 
committed  murder  at  the 
house  of  Gideon  Marlett,  in 
'the  same  County,  and  hav- 
ing fled  from  justice,  all  efforts  to  arrest  him  by  the 
officers  of  justice  have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual: 
And  Whereas,  the  reputaiton  of  the  government,  the 
peace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations 
of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrator 
of  an  offence  so  heinous  should  be  brought  to  speedy 
and  condign  punishment.  I  have  therefore  thought 
proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a 
reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons  who  shall  apprehend  the  said  fugitive  within  the 
county  of  Cambria,  and  secure  him  in  the  jail  of  the 
said  county;  and  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Dollars  if 
the  said  offender  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  in 
the  jail  of  any  other  county  of  the  commonwealth,  or 
if  he  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  without  the 
limits  of  this  State,  which  sum  or  sums  are  to  be  paid 
on  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  afore- 
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said.  And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  con- 
stables and  other  officers  within  this  commonwealth, 
are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and 
vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the 
alleged  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  Eleventh  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  of  the  commonwealth  the  sixty-first. 
Bv  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Joseph  Cramer  is  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
five  feet  seven  and  a  half  inches  in  height,  slender 
form,  fair  complexion  and  light  hair.  There  is  a  scar 
on  his  face,  also  a  fresh  cut  on  his  cheek;  his  ears  are 
bored  and  he  speaks  broken  English.  He  had  on  a 
black  pair  of  pantaloons  and  a  light  roundabout. 


18— Vol.  VI— 4th  Ser. 


274 


Papers  of  the  Governors. 


Proclamation  of  Increased  Reward  for  the  Appre- 
hension of  the  Murderers  of  John  Clark  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER,    Governor     of     the     Common- 
wealth aforesaid. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


ttitht. 


Whereasi  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  reward  here- 
tofore offered  by  me  for-  the 
apprehension  of  the  murder- 
ers of  John  Clark,  late  of 
Oxfordshire  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  is  not  suf- 
ficiently large  to  induce 
proper  vigilance  and  exertion,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  an  object  so  desirable.  And  whereas  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  government,  the  peace  and  security  of  its 
citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity 
require  that  the  perpetrators  of  an  offence  so  heinous, 
should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment; 
I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclama- 
tion, hereby  offering  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the 
said  murderers  or  each  or  either  of  them  within  this 
commonwealth  and  secure  them  or  each  or  either  of 
them  in  the  jail  of  any  county  thereof,  and  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  if  the  said  offend- 
ers, or  each  or  either  of  them,  shall  be  apprehended  and 
secured  without  the  limits  of  this  state;  which  sum 
will  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrators  of 
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the  crime  aforesaid,  or  either  of  them.  And  all  the 
judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  constables  and  other 
otjficers  of  this  commonwealth  are  hereby  required  and 
enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring 
after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  alleged  perpetrators 
of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  (Great)  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  fifth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  of  the  commonwealth  the  sixty-first. 
By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Patrick  Muncy,  John  Reef,  and  Others  Concerned 
in  the  Murder  of  James  McLaughlin  or  Loughraa 
in   Montgomery   County. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER,    Governor     of     the      Common- 
wealth aforesaid. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  receive 
authentic  information  that  a 
certain  Patrick  Muncy  and  a 
certain  John  Reef  and 
others  unknown,  on  the  15th 
day  of  Oct.,  inst.,  at  Norris- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery, riotously  attacked 
and  murdered  an  Irishman  named  James  McLaughlin 


276  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

or  Loughran,  and  the  said  murderers  having  fled  from 
justice,  all  efforts  to  arrest  them  by  the  officers  of  jus- 
tice have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual;  And  whereas, 
the  reputation  of  the  government,  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  its  citizens,  and  the  obligations  of  justice 
and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrator  of  an  of- 
fence so  heinous,  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  con- 
dign punishment;  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of 
One  Hundred  Dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apprehend  either  of  the  said  fugitives  within  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  and  secure  him  in  the  jail  of 
said  county;  and  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Dollars  if 
either  of  the  said  offenders  shall  be  apprehended  and 
secured  in  the  jail  of  any  other  county  of  this  com- 
monwealth, or  if  he  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured 
without  the  limits  of  this  state;  which  sum  will  be 
paid  on  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime 
aforesaid.  And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners, 
constables  and  other  officers  within  this  common- 
wealth are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  atten- 
tive and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to 
justice  the  alleged  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  eleventh  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  of  the  commonwealth  the  sixty- 
first. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

All  the  persons  accused  of  the  crime  aforesaid  are 
Irish  labourers.  Muncy  is  a  young  man,  and  two  of 
the  others  are  middle  aged. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Represent- 
atives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

IN  THE  KAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
^ER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. • 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas   in   and   by    An 
Act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  Commonwealth, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  provide 
for    the   election    of    Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People  of 
'^^^^^^^   this   State  in   the  Congress 
of  the  United  States/' passed 
June  the  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt 
of  the  returns  of  the  election  held  in  the  several  Con- 
gressional districts  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  declare 
by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  respective  persons 
returned  to  him  as  duly  elected  in  each  district:   And 
Wliereas,    the  returns  of  the  General  Elections,  held 
on  Tuesday  the  eleventh  day  of  October  last,  in  and 
for  the  several  districts,  for  members  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Rei)resentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  have  been  received  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  act,  whereby 
it  appears :  That  in  the  First  district  composed  of  East 
and  West  South wark,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk,  King- 
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sessing,  Blockley,  Penn  Township,  Germantown,  Rox- 
borough  and  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
Lemuel  Paynter  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Second 
district  composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  John  Ser- 
geant and  George  W.  Toland  have  been  duly  elected; 
in  the  Third  district  composed  of  the  residue  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  Francis  I.  Harper  has  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Fourth  district  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Delaware,  Chester  and  Lancaster,  David 
Pottsf,  Edward  Darlington  and  Edward  Davies  have 
been  duly  elected;  in  the  Fifth  district  composed  of 
the  County  of  Montgomery,  Jacob  Frey,  jun.,  has  been 
elected;  in  the  Sixth  district  composed  of  the  county 
of  Bucks,  Matthias  Morris  has  been  duly  elected;  in 
the  Seventh  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Northampton,  Wayne,  Pike  and  Monroe,  David  D. 
Wagener  has  been  duly  elected ;  in  the  Eighth  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh, 
Edward  B.  Hubley  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Ninth  district  composed  of  the  County  of  Berks,  Henry 
A.  Muhlenberg  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Tenth 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lebanon  and  Dau- 
phin, Luther  Reily  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Elev- 
enth district  composed  of  the  county  of  York,  Henry 
Logan  has  been  duly  elected:  in  the  Twelfth  district 
composed  of  the  Counties  of  Adams  and  Franklin, 
Daniel  Shelfer  has  been  dulv  elected.  In  the  Thir- 
teenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Cumber- 
land, Perry  and  Juniata,  Charles  McClure  has  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Fourteenth  district  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon  and  Centre,  Wil- 
liam W.  Potter  has  been  duly  elected ;  in  the  Fifteenth 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Columbia  and 
Luzerne,  David  Petriken  has  been  duly  elected;  in 
the  Sixteenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of 
Union,  Northumberland  and  Lycoming,  Robert  H. 
Hammond  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Seventeenth 
district  composed  of  the  Counties  of    Susquehanna, 
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Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Eighteenth  district 
composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Somerset  and 
Cambria,  Charles  Ogle  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the 
Nineteenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  West- 
moreland and  Indiana,  John  Klingensmith  has  been 
duly  elected;  in  the  Twentieth  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene,  Andrew  Buchanan 
has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty-first  district  com- 
posed of  the  County  of  Washington,  Thomas  M.  T. 
MoKennan  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond district  composed  of  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
Richard  Biddle  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty- 
thud  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Clearfield, 
Jefi'erson,  Armstrong  and  Butler,  William  Beatty  has 
been  duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty-fourth  district  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  Thomas 
Henry  has  been  duly  elected;  in  the  Twenty-fifth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Erie,  War- 
ren and  Venango,  Arnold  Plumer  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed: And  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  present  Congress 
caused  by  the  resignations  of  John  Banks  and  Jesse 
Miller,  John  I.  Pearson  has  been  duly  elected  on  the 
said  eleventh  day  of  October  last  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
district  in  the  room  of  the  former;  and  James  Black 
has  been  duly  elected  on  the  fourth  instant  in  the  Thir- 
teenth district  in  the  room  of  the  latter:  Now  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  hereby  publish- 
ing and  declaring  that  Lemuel  Paynter,  John  Ser- 
geant, George  W.  Toland,  Francis  Harper,  David 
Potts,  Edward  Darlington,  Edward  Davies,  Jacob  Fry, 
Matthias  Morris,  David  D.  Wagener,  Edward  B.  Hub- 
ley,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  Luther  Reily,  Henry  Logan, 
Daniel  Sheffer,  Charles  McClure,  William  W.  Potter, 
David  Petriken,  Robert  H.  Hammond,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris, Charles  Ogle,  John  Klingensmith,  Junior,  Andrew 
Buchanan,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Richard  Biddle, 
William  Beatty,  Thomas  Henry,  and  Arnold  Plumer 
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have  been  returned  as  duly  elected  in  their  several 
congressional  districts  before  mentioned  as  Represent- 
atives of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  to  commence  from  and  after 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next;  and  that  John  I.  Pear- 
son and  James  Black  have  been  duly  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancies  above  mentioned. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  Sixteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
first. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowesi, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President — 1836. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thoritv   of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATIO'N. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in 
and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, entitled  "  An 
Act  to  direct  the  manner, 
time  and  place  of  holding 
elections  for  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day 
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of  February  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twOj  and  the  supplement  thereto  passed  the  twen- 
ty-ninth day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  that  the  Governor  having 
received  the  returns  of  the  elections  from  the  Sheriff 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  re- 
spective sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Com- 
mouAvealth,  shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  votes  given  for  each  and  every  person  voted  for 
as  an  Elector  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  therefore  declare  by  Proclamation 
the  names  of  the  persons  so  duly  elected  and  chosen, 
and  also  that  he  shall  notify  the  same  to  the  Electors 
respectively  on  or  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  November  next  after  such  Election; 

And  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  return  which  I  have 
received  that  James  Thompson,  Robert  Pattison, 
Thomas  D,  Grover,  Joseph  Burden,  John  Naglee, 
Samuel  Badger,  Gardner  Furness,  Oliver  Allen,  Hen- 
ry Myers,  John  B.  Steigere,  Henry  Chapman,  Jacob 
Kern,  Jacob  Dillinger,  Paul  Geiger,  Calvin  Blythe, 
Henry  Welsh,  Thomas  C.  Miller,  William  Clark,  John 
Mitchell,  Leonard  Rupert,  George  Kremer,  Asa  Mann, 
William  R.  Smith,  Samuel  S.  Carpenter,  Robert  Pat- 
terson, Wallace  McWilliams,  James  Power,  Robert 
Orr,  John  Carothers  and  John  P.  Davis  are  the  per- 
sons for  whom  the  greatest  number  of  votes  were 
given  at  the  said  election,  held  on  Friday  the  fourth 
day  of  November  instant: 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  James 
Thompson,  Robert  Patterson,  Thomas  D.  Grover,  Jo- 
seph Burden,  John  Naglee,  Samuel  Badger,  Gardner 
Furness,  Oliver  Allen,  Henry  Myers,  John  B.  Steigere, 
Henry  Chapman,  Jacob  Kern,  Jacob  Dillinger,  Paul 
Geiger,  Calvin  Blythe,  Henry  Welsh,  Thomas  C.  Mil- 
ler, William  Clark,  John  Mitchell,  Leonard  Rupert, 
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George  Kremer,  Asa  Mann,  AVilliam  R.  Smith,  Samuel 
S.  Carpenter,  Robert  Patterson,  Wallace  McWilliams, 
James  Power,  Robert  Orr,  John  Carothers  and  John 
P.  Davis,  are  duly  elected  and  chosen  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  to 
serve  at  the  election  in  that  behalf  to  be  held  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  this  State  (being  the  borough 
of  Harrisburg  in  the  County  of  Dauphin),  agreeably  to 
the  said  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  case  made  and 
provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-second  day  of  No- 
vember in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
Sixty-first. 

Ky  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec'y  of  the  Common'th. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1836. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

OUR  CONSTITUTION,  WHICH  IS  THE  INDEX 
of  official  duty,  as  well  as  the  Charter  of  Liberty, 
has  directed  that  the  Executive  shall,  from  time 
to  time  give  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  measures  deemed  conducive  to  the  gen- 
eral good.  The  practice  of  our  fathers  has  deter- 
mined, that  this  most  responsible  duty  shall  be  regu- 
larly and  chiefly  fulfilled  at  the  commencement  of  each 
Session  of  the  Legislature.  This  is  a  salutary  custom. 
It  enables  him  upon  whom  the  performance  of  the 
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duty  devolves,  to  report  to  the  people's  representa- 
tives the  viev^s  which  his  position,  and  continued  at- 
tention to  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  pre- 
sented during  the  changes  of  the  preceding  year.  To 
them,  if  the  measures  suggested  be  correct,  it  affords 
subjects  for  immediate  and  useful  legislation.  If  in- 
correct, the  investigation  necessary  to  prove  them  so, 
and  the  consequent  adoption  of  counter  projects,  are, 
it  is  fair  to  presume,  equally  productive  of  public  ben- 
efit. 

In  approaching,  for  the  first  time,  this  most  import- 
ant official  act,  much  difficulty  presents  itself.  The 
mind  of  the  Pennsylvanian  is  apt  to  be  occupied  in 
contemplating  the  growing  prominence,  in  the  na- 
tional grouj),  of  his  native  state;  her  increasing  com- 
mercial prosperity,  and  vast  internal  resources;  and 
her  population  strengthening  in  number,  in  wealth  and 
in  intelligence.  But  to  one  charged  with  the  grave 
task  of  originating  and  recommending  legislative  mea- 
sures, which  must  either  prove  blessingsi  or  injuries 
to  unborn  generations,  the  moral  condition  of  the  pres- 
ent time,  with  the  causes  of  its  defects,  and  the  means 
of  its  improvement,  should  be  the  primary  object  of 
inquiry.  In  such  point  of  view,  the  pecuniary  effect 
of  a  canal,  a  rail  road,  or  a  bank,  becomes  matter  of 
mere  secondary  moment.  Under  this  impression  of 
the  paramount  bearing  of  the  things  which  relate  to 
our  moral  and  social  conditions,  as  a  great  community, 
accountable  to  the  Creator  and  to  posterity  for  the 
happiness  and  freedom  w^e  enjoy,  I  shall  attempt  a 
brief  review  of  that  condition.  If,  in  tracing  the  or- 
igin of  such  evil  as  may  be  found  to  exist  in  our  social 
relations,  and  in  recommending  measures  for  its  re- 
moval, the  prejudices  or  the  associations,  the  obliga- 
tions or  the  interests  of  any,  shall  be  commented  upon, 
a  sufficient  justification  will  be  discovered  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  call  to  my  present  station. 
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On  casting  the  eye  over  the  moral  landscape  of  Penn 
sylvania,  much — very  much — apparently  calculated  to 
cheer  the  heart  of  the  patriot  and  philanthropist,  meets 
the  view.  A  community  is  beheld,  dwelling  in  the 
midst  of  peace,  under  the  benign  influence  of  equal 
lawsf,  enjoying  the  safety  of  a  free  government  of  their 
own  choice,  in  a  land  of  plenty,  healthfulness  and 
beauty.  Productive  labor  and  useful  qualifications 
are  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  and  only  sources  of 
wealth  and  respectability;  he  who  possesses  them 
being  held  in  equal  repute,  whether  they  have  already 
acquired  for  him  a  competence,  or  have  only  given  a 
sure  promise  of  his  independence.  Hence  wealth  and 
poverty,  except  so  far  as  vice  has  caused  and  degraded 
the  one,  or  worthlessness  marks  the  other,  are  un- 
known as  terms  of  reproach.  Titles  of  nobility,  or 
claims  to  respect  and  power,  founded  on  aught  but 
individual  merit,  are  not  heard.  All  are  free — free 
to  choose  their  own  manner  of  life —  to  pursue  their 
own  happiness — to  select  those  who  shall  administer 
their  government.  All  are  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
— equal  to  hold  office  and  to  serve  their  country,  and 
equal  to  each  other  if  unstained  by  vice  or  crime.  All 
are  responsible — to  their  God  for  the  rich  benefits  they 
enjoy — to  their  country,  for  the  application  of  their 
talents,  their  knowledge,  and  their  means  to  the  com- 
mon good — and  to  posterity  for  the  unimpaired  trans- 
mission of  the  trust  committed  to  their  charge. 

This  is  the  cheering  appearance  of  our  common  con- 
dition, and  the  beautiful  theory  of  our  social  compact. 
It  is  pleasant  to  dwell  upon  it,  and  to  complete  it.  But 
eulogy  of  the  system  is  not  a  duty  of  government — a 
jealous  watchfulness  of  its  safety,  and  a  fearless  an- 
nunciation of  encroachment,  form  the  stern  task  of 
those  to  whom  the  rights  and  the  powers  of  'a  free 
people  are  committed.  Hence  it  becomes  proper  and 
necessary  to  scrutinize  more  closely — to  examine  below 
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the  surface;  the  workings  and  springs  of  the  appar- 
enth'  smooth  expanse  of  our  civil  and  political  con- 
dition. If  this  be  done  faithfully  and  without  re- 
serve, I  fear  certain  undercurrents  will  be  discovered, 
which  are  rapidly,  though  silently,  sweeping  the  ark 
of  our  political  salvation  to  destruction. 

The  first  of  these  is  that  spirit  of  lawless  combina- 
tion, unknown  to  our  open  and  equal  institutions,  and 
opposed  to  the  genius  of  republicanism,  against  which 
the  Father  of  his  country  sent  forth  his  last  and  most 
solemn  warning.  What  was  comparatively  restricted 
and  harmless  in  his  day,  has  since  assumed  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  regularly  organized,  oath-bound, 
secret-working,  wide  spread,  and  powerful  societies. 
Of  these,  some  bearing  more,  and  others  less  of  the 
features  just  enumerated,  the  society  of  Freemasonry 
is  the  fruitful  mother.  Their  effects  are:  the  propa- 
gation and  support  of  principles  and  doctrines,  by  con- 
centration of  influence,  from  the  justification  or  even 
avowal  of  which,  individual  character  and  responsi- 
bility would  shrink:  the  disregard  of  all  law  and  right, 
both  constitutional  and  legislative,  which,  if  un- 
checked, is  the  sure  precursor  of  anarchy,  and  the  first 
step  to  despotism;  the  demoralization  of  society,  by 
the  administration  of  unlawful  and  .wicked  oaths, 
which,  if  kept,  produce  the  result  for  which  they  were 
intended;  and,  if  broken,  accustom  our  citizens  to 
make  light  of  that  which  is  the  great  agent  of  justice, 
and  one  of  the  bonds  of  society;  the  promotion  of  mo- 
nopol}'  and  the  prostration  of  the  uninitiated  man  of 
business. 

These  inevitable  and  indisputable  results  are  suf- 
ficient to  arouse,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  receive  the 
attention  of  our  Legislature.  Permit  me  to  recom- 
mend the  subject  to  your  early  and  deliberate  consid- 
eration. At  the  last  session  it  was  partly  acted  upon. 
The  question  of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  Legisla- 
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ture  to  investigate  and  legislate  on  the  subject  of  se- 
cret oath-bound  societies  was  settled,  after  a  full  and 
deliberate  discussion. 

You  meet  under  different,  and  permit  me  to  say,  un- 
der peculiarly  favorable  auspices  for  the  final  dis- 
posal of  this  unpleasant  matter.  Whatever  you  do 
will  not  be  attributed  to  party  zeal  or  excitement.  You 
have  it  in  your  power,  by  a  full  investigation  of  the 
nature  of  secret  societies,  and  by  the  passage  of  proper 
laws  for  their  suppression  or  control,  forever  to  remove 
this  stumbling-block.  The  people  of  the  State  expect 
the  emergency  to  be  met  by  the  Legislature,  not  as 
partizans,  but  as  freemen,  determined  to  perform  their 
duty  to  the  country,  regardless  of  mere  political  con- 
sequences, and  of  every  obligation  except  those  which 
bind  us  all  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Laws.  * 

The  other  great  malady  of  the  times  i»  that  desire 
which  is  now  so  ravenous,  of  acquiring  wealth  without 
labour.  iSubjnission  to  the  old  democratic  spirit  of 
the  State,  yet  restrains  the  open  avowal  of  the  doc- 
trine that  money  is  power,  and  keeps  up  the  appear- 
ance of  respect  for  useful  labor  which  has  always  char- 
acterized hard-working  and  economical  Pennsylvania. 
But,  in  reality,  we  are  far  departed  from  the  manly 
principles  and  vigorous  morals  of  our  fathers.  A  gam- 
bling spirit  of  speculation  is  abroad.  The  basis  of 
it  is  a  desire  to  obtain  wealth  at  the  expense  of  others, 
and  without  equivalent. 

The  speculations  of  the  present  day,  whether  in 
stock,  in  coal  lands  or  town  lots,  are  in  reality  nothing 
but  the  sale  of  a  mere  hope  of  greater  success  and 
profit  than  the  seller  had  realized  at  the  time  of  sale. 
If  the  eye  be  kept  upon  one  of  these  transactions  from 
the  commencement  of  the  excitement,  till  the  final 
prostration  of  the  concern,  it  will  be  found  to  a  regular 
series  of  deception,  disappointment  and  distress.     No 
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adequate  value  in  labour  or  productiveness  being  gen- 
erally transmitted  from  dupe  to  dupe,  lie  in  whose 
hands  the  gilded  deception  finally  rests,  must  prove  its 
emptiness,  and  pay  the  w^hole  amount  of  all  previous 
profits.  It  is  thus,  that,  with  a  regularity  which  might 
almost  be  graduated  to  mathematical  exactness,  the 
various  stages  of  a  speculation  are  passed  through, 
till  the  final  ^'depression'^  arrives  with  unavoidable 
and  hopeless  ruin.  The  great  secret  of  the  game  is, 
for  each  to  hold  the  ball  just  long  enough  to  enable 
him  to  strike  his  neighbour  with  the  greatest  possible 
severit}',  and  not  so  long  as  to  incur  upon  himself  the 
forfeit. 

This  spirit  cannot  all  be  checked,  even  by  the  wisest 
measures  of  government.  Part  of  it  proceeds  from 
principles  and  weaknesses  inherent  in  human  nature. 
But  much  of  it  is  caused  by,  and  of  course  is  within  the 
control  of  legislation.  The  great  number  and  vari- 
ety of  corporations  created  within  a  few  years,  have 
increased  and  given  food  to  this  depraved  appetite. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  opposed  to  useful 
corporations.  Such  is  not  the  consequence  of  oppo- 
sition to  stock-jobbing.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  the 
stocks  of  corporations  created  for  laudable  objects 
have  not  been,  as  a  general  rule,  the  subject  of  wild 
speculation.  It  is  only  "fancy  stocks,''  which  have 
no  real  existence  except  on  the  book  of  the  broker,  and 
which  represent  no  embodied  amount  of  labor  useful 
to  the  public,  that  admit  of  the  game  of  speculation. 
Others,  such  as  those  of  fair  business  banks,  and  real 
canals,  railroads  and  turnpikes,  also  rise  and  fall;  but 
tlieir  fluctuations  are  only  in  proportion  to  the  real 
value  of  money,  and  the  actual  profit  of  the  investment. 
They  cannot  well  be  "cornered,"  and  a  contractor  be 
ruined,  for  not  doing  that,  which,  before  the  bargain, 
the  other  party  had  determined  he  should  not  be  able 
to  perform. 
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The  act  of  Assembly,  passed  during  the  last  session, 
relative  to  "Limited  Partnerships,'^  should  hereafter, 
to  a  great  extent,  prevent  the  increase  of  corporation. 
And  a  due.  regard  for  the  public  welfare  demands  that 
no  new  corporate  bodies  should  be  created,  except 
upon  the  most  certain  proof  of  their  necessity,  and  of 
the  accomplishment  of  the  proposed  object  being  be- 
yond the  jjower  of  individual  enterprize.  This  is  the 
sound  old  rule  in  this  State  on  the  subject,  and  it 
should  in  no  case  be  departed  from.  The  formation 
of  these  artificial  bodies  in  unnecessary  cases,  or  under 
circumstances  calculated  to  enter  into  competition 
with,  and  cramp  the  energies  of  fair  trading  and  re- 
sponsible individuals,  is  a  trampling  upon  the  rights 
of  the  citizen.  It  serves  to  foster  and  perpetuate  the 
thirst  for  gain  without  labor:  it  unduly  increases 
profit  and  decreases  risk,  thereby  paralizing  individual 
effort:  it  takes  away  responsibility,  both  moral  and 
pecuniary,  except  to  the  small  extent  of  actual  invest- 
ment: it  multiplies  infiuence  and  the  means  of  suc- 
cess by  combining  the  whole  weight  of  the  members 
into  one  overwhelming  mass:  it  aids  deception  by 
making  it  the  interests  of  all  concerned  to  puff  the 
project:  and  finally,  it  begets  confusion  and  panic  in 
society  by  the  efforts  of  the  many  who  are  concerned 
to  escape  from  the  fall  of  the  tottering  fabric. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  present  Legis- 
lature come  together,  render  the  correction  of  this  evil 
a  work  peculiarly  proper  for  them.  Let  a  thorough 
investigation  be  made  into  the  whole  business  of  spec- 
ulation in  stock,  and  let  the  corrective  measures, 
which  shall  be  found  necessary,  be  fully  and  promptly 
applied,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  a  wholesome 
check  will  be  given  to  this  demoralizing  evil. 

For  a  more  full  expression  of  my  opinions  on  this 
subject,  the  Legislature  is  referred  to  the  communica- 
tion made  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  on  the  16th 
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of  March,  1836,  relative  to  the  increase  of  capital  of 
the  Girard  Bank. 

This  departure  from  the  laborious,  and  steady,  and 
unspeculating  habits  of  our  forefathers,  is  not  more 
lamentable  and  remarkable,  than  the  change  that  has 
come  over  our  former  well  understood  and  cherished 
State  creed  of  National  Policy.  From  the  first  forma- 
tion of  the  Union,  Pennsylvania  was  noted  for  her  un- 
shaken attachment  to  the  National  honor,  and  for 
unflinching  support  of  the  best  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  both  in  peace  and  in  war.  But  throughout 
every  change,  she  always  professed  and  maintained 
a  set  of  doctrines  of  her  own,  which  for  many  years 
were  not  discovered  to  be  inconsistent  with  her  sound 
democratic  character,  or  with  the  good  of  the  common 
country.  It  was  not,  until  lately,  demanded  of  her 
that  she  should  sacrifice  these  her  peculiarly  cherished 
principles  of  public  policy.  Nor  wjas  it  until  our  own 
days,  ever  dreamed,  that  her  authorized  agents  would, 
at  the  nod  of  power,  or  at  the  threat  of  the  refractory^ 
basely  complete  the  degradation.  Yet  such  has  been 
the  case.  Doctrines  which  were  promulgated  from 
the  highest  authority  amongst  us,  as  orthodox  and 
Pennsylvanian  one  day,  have  been  denounced  and  re- 
pudiated the  next.  Principles,  that  were  confirmed 
over  and  over  again  by  the  people,  solemnly  as- 
serted by  their  representatives,  have  been  aban- 
doned, and  their  opposites  embraced.  And  that  voice 
which,  in  the  national  councils,  if  not  the  loudest,  was 
at  least  the  most  consistent,  and  in  harmony  with  the 
feelings  of  home,  has  been  made  to  proclaim,  from  day 
to  day,  the  subserviency  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

In  rapid  and  startling  succession,  all  the  principles 

of  Pennsylvania  policy,  all  the  objects  of  State  pride, 

have  been  attacked;    nor  have  there  been  wanting 

Pennsylvanians  to  aid  in  their  prostration.     First,  In- 
19— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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ternal  Improvements  by  national  means ;  then  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  amongst 
the  States  in  proportion  to  representation;  next  the 
protection  of  domestic  industry,  of  which  leading  ar- 
ticle of  the  American  System,  Pennsylvania  was  the 
champion,  and  the  produce  of  whose  expiring  energies 
is  now  about  to  enrich  her  treasury  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Surplus  Eevenue;  afterwards  the  National 
Bank;  and  last,  but  worst  of  all,  came  the  base  bow- 
ing of  the  knee  to  the  dark  spirit  of  Slavery. 

For  the  preservation  of  this  last,  and  most  cherished 
article  of  our  National  political  creed,  the  sacrifice  of 
which  has  not  yet  been  completed,  it  is  our  duty  to 
make  all  possible  effort. 

To  ascertain  w^hat  have  been — nay,  what  are 
the  doctrines  of  the  people  of  this  State,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Domestic  Slavery,  reference  need  only  be  made 
to  the  statute  book  and  journals  of  the  Legislature. 
They  will  there  be  found  imprinted  in  letters  of  light 
upon  almost  every  page.  In  1  Smith's  Laws  493,  is 
found  an  "act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  in 
Pennsylvania,"  with  a  preamble  which  should  be  print- 
ed in  letters  of  gold.  This  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind 
passed  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  and  was  nobly  put 
forth  to  the  world  in  the  year  1780,  in  the  midst  of 
the  struggle  for  National  freedom.  This  just  doc- 
trine was,  through  a  long  course  of  years  adhered  to, 
and  perfected,  till  slavery  ceased  in  our  State.  And 
finally,  in  1827,  the  following  ojien  avowal  of  the  State 
doctrine,  was  prefaced  to  the  act  "to  prevent  certain 
abuses  of  the  law's  relative  to  fugitives  from  labor." 
"The  traffic  in  slaves,  now  abhorred  by  all  the  civ- 
ilized world,  ought  not  in  the  slightest  degree  to  be 
tolerated  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." — Pamphlet 
Laws,  page  485. 

Not  only  has  Pennsylvania  thus  expelled  the  evil 
from  her  own  borders,  but  she  has  on  all  proper  occa- 
sions, endeavoured  to  guard  her  younger  sisters  from 


Joseph  Ritner.  291 

the  pollution.  On  the  19th  of  December,  1819,  the  fol- 
lowing language  was  unanimously  made  use  of  by  the 
Legislature,  and  approved  by  the  Governor,  on  the 
question  of  admitting  new  States  into  the  Union,  with 
the  right  of  holding  slaves:  "That  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
vote  against  the  admission  of  any  territory  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  unless  the  further  introduction  of 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  shall  be  prohibited;  and  all  children 
born  within  the  said  territory,  after  its  admission  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  shall  be  free,  but  may  be  held 
to  service  until  the  age  of  twenty-five  years." 

The  preamble  to  this  resolution,  too  long  to  be  cited 
at  large,  is  worthy  of  all  consideration  at  the  present 
juncture. 

On  the  much  discussed  question  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  there  never  has  been  any  thing 
like  hesitation.  On  the  23d  of  January,  1819,  the 
Legislature  passed  a  resolution  instructing  our  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  advocate  the  passage  of  a 
law  for  its  abolition;  and  the  voice  of  public  opinion, 
as  expressed  through  the  press,  at  meetings  and  in 
petitions,  has  been  unchanging  on  the  subject. 

These  tenets,  then,  viz:  opposition  to  slavery  at 
home,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  has  been 
rendered  efi'ectualy;  opposition  to  the  admission  into 
the  Union  of  new  slave-holding  States,  and  opposition 
to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  very  hearth 
and  domestic  abode  of  the  national  honor,  have  ever 
been,  and  are  the  cherished  doctrines  of  our  State. 
I^t  us,  Fellow  Citizens,  stand  by  and  maintain  them 
unshrinkingly  and  fearlessly.  While  we  admit  and 
scrupulously  respect  the  constitutional  rights  of  other 
States,  on  this  momentous  subject,  let  us  not,  either 
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by  fear  or  interest,  be  driven  from  aught  of  that  spirit 
of  independence  and  veneration  for  freedom,  which 
has  ever  characterized  our  beloved  Commonwealth. 

Above  all,  let  us  never  yield  up  the  right  of  the 
free  discussion  of  any  evil  which  may  arise  in  the 
land  or  any  part  of  it;  convinced  that  the  moment 
we  do  so,  the  bond  of  the  union  is  broken.  For,  the 
Union  being  a  voluntary  compact,  to  continue  to- 
gether for  certain  specified  purposes,  the  instant  one 
portion  of  it  succeeds  in  imposing  terms  and  dictating 
conditions  upon  another,  not  found  in  the  contract, 
the  relation  between  them  changes,  and  that  which 
was  union  becomes  subjection. 

It  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  prove,  from  our 
Statute  Book  and  Journals  of  Legislation,  the  nature 
of  our  State  doctrines  upon  the  other  questions  of 
national  policy,  above  enumerated.  For  the  present, 
I  shall  only  quote  a  truly  Pennsylvanian  passage,  from 
the  Annual  Message  of  my  predecessor,  sent  to  the 
Legislature  so  late  as  the  7th  of  December,  1831 : 

"The  policy  of  a  protecting  tariff,  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  works  of  internal  improvement  of  a  na- 
tional character,  by  the  general  government,  are  fa- 
vorite measures  with  the  people  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
the  former  is  esteemed  by  them  as  being  identified  with 
their  best  interests.  The  constitutionality  of  these 
measures  is  not  questioned  here;  nor  is  there  any 
doubt  entertained  a>si  to  their  entire  expediency.  And 
much  as  we  may  regret,  that  complaints  with  regard 
to  the  supposed  oppressive  character  and  bearing  of 
one  of  these  measures,  should  obtain  elsewhere;  yet 
from  the  universal  prosperity  that  is  admitted  to 
abound  in  every  part  of  our  happy  country,  there  is 
reason  to  doubt  whether  the  prevailing  discontents 
are  well  founded;  and  we  are  admonished  to  restrain 
our  sympathies  in  behalf  of  our  complaining  brethren, 
lest  in  lending  ourselves  to  aid  in  relieving  them  from 
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an  imaginary  oppression/ we  put  ourselves  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  seriously  oppressed.  Upon  these  all  engross- 
ing questions  of  national  policy,  the  voice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  repeatedly  expressed,  through  her  State 
Legislature,  as  well  as  by  her  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, and  so  long  as  she  shall  continue  to  place  a 
proper  estimate  upon  her  own  prosperity,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  her  infant  manufacturing  establishments,  she 
will  not  cease  to  cherish  the  same  sentiments  in  favor 
of  measures  indispensable  to  the  successful  forstering 
and  encouragement  of  her  domenstic  industry  and  en- 
terprize." 

The  chief  hopes  of  the  Commonwealth  amidst  the 
difficulties  which  surround  her  increasing  prosperity, 
are  to  be  found  in  a  virtuous  and  enlightened  popula- 
tion. The  general  spread  of  education  among  all 
classes,  and  the  bringing  of  every  individual  to  feel 
its  benign  influence,  are  the  only  human  means  of 
preserving  our  free  institutions,  and  of  safely  sustain- 
ing our  national  prosperity.  To  effect  this,  the  Com- 
mon School  system  of  education  was  established  in 
this  State.  After  innumerable  difficulties,  and  through 
much  opposition,  it  has  arrived  at  its  present  con- 
dition. The  whole  number  of  Common  School  dis- 
tricts in  the  State,  is  about  one  thousand;  of  these 
about  eight  hundred  are  accepting,  and  two  hundred 
non-accepting  districts;  of  the  accepting  districts, 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  have  already  complied 
with  the  School  Law  of  last  June,  and  have  received 
their  respective  portions  of  the  present  State  appro- 
priation of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  sixty-five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  nineteen  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents.  For 
further  details  of  its  condition,  I  would  refer  to 
the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
which  will  be  laid  before  you  at  the  proper  time.  That 
document  will  contain  a  full  account  of  the  operations 


294  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

of  the  system  during  the  year  ending  on  the  last  day 
of  this  month.  The  indefatigable  exertions  and  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  the  Superintendent  with  the 
situation  and  wants  of  the  system,  entitle  the  sugges- 
tions which  he  will  offer,  to  much  attention. 

It  would  be  difficult  yet  to  estimate  the  effect  of 
the  Common  School  law  of  last  session.  Parts  of  it, 
such  as  a  poll  tax,  to  vary  from  one  to  fifty  cents,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  directors  of  each  district,  met 
with  much  opposition.  It  might  be  supposed  that  a 
law,  such  as  the  one  in  question,  intended  solely  for 
the  common  good,  would  have  been  deemed  by  all  too 
sacred  to  be  made  the  subject  of  party  strife.  Such, 
however,  has  not  been  the  case.  It  therefore  becomes 
proper  for  the  legislature  to  remove  the  objectionable 
feature,  and  further  to  amend  the  whole  system,  so 
as  to  take  it  out  of  the  reach  of  party  politics,  and 
adapt  it  more  completely  to  the  wants  and  feelings 
of  the  people. 

One  cause  of  the  slow  progress  which  the  system  has 
hitherto  made,  is  the  want  of  funds,  and  its  main  re- 
liance upon  taxation  for  support.  Though  large  in 
the  aggregate,  the  present  state  appropriation  is  small 
wiien  distributed  among  the  numerous  districts  of 
the  Commonwealth.  And  when  received,  the  neces- 
sity, for  the  first  year  or  two  after  the  adoption  of  the 
system,  of  applying  nearly  the  whole  funds  at  the  dis- 
posal of  directors,  to  the  obtainment  of  school  houses, 
leaves  but  a  small  portion  for  the  actual  purposes  of 
teaching.  Thus,  acceptance  of  the  Common  School 
laAv,  frequently  leaves  a  district  in  a  worse  condition 
than  that  in  which  it  was  before.  Acceptance  of  the 
new,  is  a  repeal  of  the  old  law.  The  cost  of  school 
houses  absorbs  nearly  all  the  school  funds.  So  that, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  accepting  district 
is  actually  without  the  benefits  of  any  system  what-- 
ever.     As  a  means  of  remedying  this  evil,  and  of  de- 
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creasing  the  burden  of  taxation,  permit  me  to  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars out  of  Pennsylvania's!  dividend  of  the  Surplus 
Kevenue,  for  procuring  school  houses,  and  such  other 
purposes  as  the  directors  of  each  district  may  deem 
best  calculated  to  put  the  system  into  vigorous  opera 
tion.  On  the  supposition  that  there  are  or  should  be 
five  thousand  Common  Schools  in  the  State,  this  sum, 
independent  of  the  means  already  at  the  disposal  of 
directors,  would  enable  them  to  apply  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  building,  purchasing  or  enlarging  and  com- 
pleting of  each  school  house,  and  the  adoption  of  other 
measures  necessary  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
school.  The  appropriation  should  be  distributed 
among  the  accepting  districts,  in  proportion  to  their 
taxable  inhabitants,  or  in  such  other  ratio  as  will  be 
most  just;  retaining  in  the  State  Treasury,  for  the 
use  of  non-accepting  districts,  their  dividends  until 
they  shall  accept  the  system. 

This  measure  would  free  the  commencement  of  the 
system  from  all  embarrassment,  and  would  leave  the 
whole  sum  of  annual  appropriation  applicable  to  its 
legitimate  object,  that  of  teaching.  It  would  also  be 
the  partial  fulfilment  of  one  of  our  favorite  State  pro- 
jects: that  of  applying  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  purposes  of  education.  No  more 
proper  use  can  be  made  of  an  income  purchased  with 
the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  whole  nation.  A  great 
proportion  of  the  Surplus  Eevenue  now  distributable, 
arises  from  the  source  just  mentioned.  It  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  it  will  continue  to  enrich  the  Na- 
tional Treasury  for  many  years,  and  will  enable  this 
State  to  bestow  most  effectual  and  munificent  aid  on 
the  cause  of  education,  without  crippling  her  other 
undertakings.  Under  this  impression,  I  further  recom- 
mend the  permanent  addition  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  present  State  appropriation  of  two 
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hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  charged  on  the  State 
Treasury;  with  such  a  modification  of  the  school  law, 
as  will  enable  the  system  to  be  supported  without 
resort  to  forced  taxation. 

These  appropriations  and  amendments  can  now  not 
only  be  made  without  the  slightest  danger  of  embar- 
rassment, but  the  cheering  prospect  can  be  held  out, 
of  yet  further  increasing  the  public  aid  to  the  system. 
All  possible  exertions  should  be  made  to  effect  this 
laudable  and  indispensable  object.  It  is  in  vain — it 
is  even  wrong,  to  attempt  the  sustainment  by  means 
of  taxation  of  any  project,  unless  it  have  indisputably 
the  voice  of  the  people  in  its  favor.  Whether  such  is 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  present  Common  School 
law,  is  a  question  which  you,  coming  so  recently  from 
their  midst,  can  best  decide.  Its  merits  were  fully 
canvassed  at  the  late  election,  and  the  course  that 
will  be  adopted,  whether  of  continuance  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  of  amendment,  or  of  repeal,  will  no  doubt 
be  in  accordance  with  your  views  of  expressed  public 
opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  are  at 
stake  upon  the  experiment  of  Common  Schools.  All 
the  energies  of  the  State  should  be  applied  to  it,  until 
success  be  achieved,  or  until  the  system  be  clearly 
proved  contrary  to  the  public  will,  and  incapable  of 
producing  the  desired  result.  No  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  public  means,  intended  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  should  now  be  diverted  from  that  object. 
The  large  aid  heretofore  bestowed  upon  colleges  and 
academies,  without  system  ot  accountability,  seems  to 
have  produced  comparatively  little  public  good.  It 
is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that,  until  the 
Common  School  system  be  completely  tested,  and  until 
some  more  efficient  plan  of  public  relief  to  colleges  and 
academies  can  be  devised  and  adopted,  appropriations 
for  their  support  be  made  with  extreme  caution. 
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Having  thus  remarked  upon  the  defects  and  wants 
of  our  moral  and  social  condition,  it  gives  me  unquali- 
fied gratification  to  turn  to  the  more  temporary,  but 
very  interesting  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Here  little  but  that  which  is  bright  and  prom- 
ising presents  itself. 

Twelve  months  ago  the  whole  state  debt,  which  in 
1825,  when  the  Internal   Improvement  system   com- 
menced, was  one  million  eight  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  had  by  a:nnual  increases,  grown  to  the 
sum  of  twenty-four  million  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  thirty- 
two  cents.     A  law  for  the  collection  of  State  tax,  from 
real  and  personal  property,  was  in  active  existence. 
Loans  of  money  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the 
State  debt  were  a  part  of  the  State  policy  and  practice. 
The  public  credit  was  gradually  sinking,  and  the  works 
of  Internal  Improvement,  which  had  caused  the  ex- 
istence of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  debt,  and  to  which 
our  citizens  had  so  long  and  so  anxiously  looked  for 
relief,   were   languishing.     In   some   quarters   of   the 
State,  those  parts  of  them  which  had  been  completed, 
were  producing  a  revenue  scarcely  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  hope  that  they  would  ever  cease  to  be  a  public  bur- 
den.    In  others,  isolated  portions  which  had  been  com- 
menced in  opposition  to  every  dictate  of  prudence  or 
policy,  and  had  been  prosecuted  without  system  or 
unity,  seemed  to  be  abandoned  to  premature  decay. 
Now,  the  increase  of  the  State  debt  is  arrested.     The 
State  tax  has  been  permanently  repealed.     Loans  for 
the  payment  of  interest,  that  infallible  precursor  of 
private  as  well  as  public  bankruptcy,  have,  I  trust,  for- 
ever ceased.     The  Commonwealth's  credit  is  restored, 
and  if  no  imprudent  measures  be  adopted,  will  in- 
crease beyond  its  height  at  any  former  period.     And, 
finally,  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  abandoned  por- 
tions of  the  public  works  has  been  resumed,  and  the 
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completed  portions  have  been  made  to  yield  a  prom- 
ise of  self-sustainment,  which  is  truly  gratifying. 

The  whole  of  this  healthful  and  cheering  change, 
was  produced  by  one  well-timed,  wise  and  truly  Penn- 
sylvanian  act  of  legislation.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  twice  aided  in  restoring  the  credit 
of  the  nation,  became,  as  a  State  institution,  the  means 
of  producing,  for  Pennsylvania,  that  financial  redemp- 
tion which  it  had  formerly  effected  for  the  Union.  The 
large  price  paid  for  its  corporate  privileges,  is  as  noth- 
ing, in  comparison  with  the  soundness  infused,  or 
rather,  retained  in  our  currency;  the  support  imparted 
to  our  credit;  the  energy  re-awakened  in  the  system  of 
internal  improvement;  the  aid  afforded  to  the  cause 
of  education;  and  the  vigor  revived  in  all  kinds  of 
trade  and  business. 

Posterity  will  scarcely  credit  the  tale,  that  State 
benefits,  so  necessary  and  well  timed — so  manifest 
and  important — purchased,  too,  with  no  violation  of 
constitutional  right,  of  political  expediency,  or  of  offi- 
cial duty,  could  be  made  the  dividing  word  of  State 
politics.  Yet  so  it  is.  And  whether  it  is  the  greater 
wonder,  that  a  foreign,  irresponsible  and  malign  in- 
fluence should  have  attempted  the  promotion  of  such 
a  result,  or  that  a  free  people  should  have  for  a  mo- 
ment endured  the  dictation,  posterity  alone  can  de- 
cide. 

The  currency  of  the  State,  it  was  just  remarked,  is 
sound.  Such  never  was  the  case  to  a  greater  degree 
than  now.  This  is  attributable  to  the  caution  with 
which,  since  the  bitter  lesson  of  1814,  new  banks  have 
been  created,  and  to  the  presence  and  effect  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  serves  and  has  served 
as  the  great  balance  wheel  of  our  circulating  medium 
and  credit  system.  While  the  same  caution  is  ob- 
served, and  the  same  balancing  power,  checked  and 
guarded  as  it  now  is,  is  retained,  there  can  be  little 
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danger  of  an  injurious  change.  But  the  period  of 
safety  is  the  time  to  provide  for  its  perpetuation.  The 
circulating  medium  of  the  State  is  sound.  It  is  as 
»ound  as  a  currency  can  be,  the  greater  part  of  which 
consists  of  bank  notes.  But  if  the  banks  of  the  State 
were  allowed  to  issue  no  notes  of  a  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars,  and  if  the  circulation,  within  the 
State,  of  foreign  bank  notes,  below  that  amount,  were 
prohibited,  it  may  be  fairly  estimated  that  not  less 
than  one  half  of  all  the  circulating  medium  of  Penn- 
sylvania would  consist  of  gold  and  silver  coin. 

The  principal  object  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the 
establishment  of  banks,  is,  to  provide  a  circulating 
medium,  easy  of  transportation  and  more  convenient 
than  specie  for  making  large  payments,  and  to  facili- 
tate loans  to  traders,  farmers,  mechanics  and  others; 
thus  rendering  honesty,  industry  and  economy,  in  the 
various  occupations  of  life,  equivalent  to  capital. 
These  desirable  objects  would  be  fully  attained,  if  no 
bank  notes  of  a  lower  denomination  than  ten  dollars 
were  in  circulation  within  the  State.  Specie  would 
very  soon  take  the  place  of  the  five  dollar  notes  now 
in  use,  as  gold  and  silver  superceded  and  supplied 
the  place  of  bank  notes  below  five  dollars,  under  the 
operation  of  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  April,  1827, 
prohibiting  the  issue  of  notes  below  that  denomina- 
tion; and  the  "Act  concerning  small  notes  for  the 
payment  of  money,"  passed  April  12,  1828. 

If  the  one-half  of  the  money  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try were  in  gold  and  silver,  and  the  other  half  in  bank 
notes  of  ten  dollars  and  upwards,  the  advantages  to 
the  people  would  be  very  great. 

Banks  would  be  safer,  and  their  notes  more  certainly 
convertible  into  specie;  and  less  danger  would  exist 
of  their  stopping  specie  payments,  either  from  a  fac- 
titious iDanic  or  a  real  emergency. 

Fluctuation  in  the  price  of  land,  of  the  necessaries 
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of  life,  of  manufactured  articles  and  the  usual  com- 
modities of  trade,  would  not  be  so  sudden  or  frequent, 
nor  so  great  as  they  now  are,  owing  to  banks,  at  times, 
increasing,  and,  at  times,  diminishing  their  issue  of 
bank  notes. 

The  profits  of  banks  would  be  reduced  from  the  un- 
due amount  of  taxation  upon  the  necessaries  of  the 
community,  which  they  now  frequently  reach,  and 
would  be  equalized  and  rendered  certain,  at  a  fair 
equivalent  for  the  use  of  money,  trouble  and  risk. 

The  tumultuous  rushing  upon  the  Legislature,  of 
Jmportuners  for  bank  corporations,  from  all  parts  of 
the  State,  would  cease,  because  no  charter  or  re-char- 
ter would  be  demanded  unless  clearly  required  by  the 
public  interest,  in  which  case  its  grant  would  be  a 
matter  of  course. 

Bank  notes  would  circulate,  principally,  among 
those  who  have  large  dealings  and  extensive  payments 
to  make  and  receive;  and  most  of  the  money  in  use 
in  the  country,  in  ordinary  trans'actions  and  among 
laborers,  most  mechanics,  and  keepers  of  small  shops 
and  stores,  would  be  gold  and  silver  coin. 

In  the  event  of  a  bank  breaking  or  stopping  pay- 
ment, the  loss  would  be  nearly  confined  to  the  few  who 
usually  have  much  money  on  hand,  and  would  not 
affect  the  many,  whose  dealings  are  small,  and  who, 
generally,  have  not  large  sums  in  their  possession. 

There  would  be  much  less  inconvenience  and  injury 
from  counterfeit  notes,  as  the  circulation  of  bank 
notes  would  be  generally  confined  to  those  who  could 
more  readily  ascertain  their  genuineness,  or  be  en- 
abled to  bear  the  loss  of  receiving  counterfeit  ones. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  the  enactment  of  a  law, 
prohibiting,  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1838,  the 
State  banks  from  issuing  and  interdicting,  within 
the  State,  the  circulation  of  any  bank  note  of  a  lower 
denomination  than  ten  dollars. 
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The  commencement  of  the  course  of  legislation  now 
proposed,  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  the  charter  granted  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  institution  is  not  permitted  to  issue 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

Banks,  while  they  subserve  the  convenience  and  in- 
terests of  the  people,  will  and  ought  to  be  created  and 
continued;  but  care  should  be  taken  to  impress  and 
continue  upon  them  two  features.  These  are,  the 
instant  and  unceasing  ability  to  convert  their  notes 
into  specie,  and  the  absence  of  all  undue  profit  to  the 
holders  of  stock.  The  making  and  regulation  of  the 
circulating  medium  being  one  of  the  attributes  of  sov- 
reignty,  government  is  responsible  for  its  soundness. 
If  it  be  deemed  convenient  and  proper,  by  the  Legis- 
lature, to  entrust  to  individuals  this  important  branch 
of  power,  though  the  performance  of  the  duty  is,  there- 
by, delegated  to  other  hands,  the  responsibility  is  still 
unchanged.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  Legislature  is 
not  only  bound  to  see  that  the  transferred  power  is 
exercised  with  pecuniary,  but  also,  with  moral  safety; 
and  to  take  all  possible  precautions  to  guard  against 
a  loss  to  the  community,  either  of  money  or  virtue. 

No  means  of  doing  so,  seems  to  promise  so  much 
success  as  the  introduction  and  practice  of  some  more 
rigid  system  of  bank  making  than  that  heretofore  in 
use.  The  following,  it  is  believed,  would  have  the  de- 
sired effect:  T^t  the  practice  of  receiving  a  price  or 
bonus  for  banking  privileges,  be  abandoned.  Let  the 
stock  of  all  new  banks  be  sold  by  public  auction,  and 
the  premium,  after  paying  the  expense  of  sale,  go  into 
the  State  Treasury.  Let  a  tax  be  imposed  on  all  divi- 
dends so  heavy  as  to  allow  six  per  cent,  to  stockhold- 
ers, and  one  or  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  in  addi- 
tion, to  insure  them  against  risk  and  indemnify  them 
for  losses  fjrevious  to  the  declaration  of  the  maximum 
dividend.     Prohibit  the  issuing  of  notes  below  the  de-' 
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nomination  of  ten  dollars.  And,  finally,  let  the  con- 
tingent fund,  on  hand  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter, 
be  considered  as  dividend,  and  the  State  be  entitled 
to  the  same  proportion  of  it  is  of  others  dividends  de- 
clared bv  the  bank. 

If  such  a  system  of  banking  were  acted  upon,  it  is 
not  probable  that  any  bank  would  be  demanded  for 
speculating  purposes.  It  would  be  only  in  cases  of 
absolute  commercial  necessity  that  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion would  be  asked  for.  The  stock  would  be  taken 
either  by  those  for  whose  use  the  institution  was  in- 
tended, or  by  persons  desirous  of  making  a  safe  and 
permanent  investment.  The  management  of  the  insti- 
tution would,  consequently,  not  be  influenced,  either 
by  stock  speculators  or  by  want  of  business,  originat- 
ing in  the  existence  of  too  many  similar  institutions. 
After  a  few  years  adherence  to  such  a  system,  it  might 
be  laid  down,  as  a  general  rule,  that  every  bank  was 
necessary  and  proper  whose  stock  could  be  sold,  be- 
cause no  stock  would  be  sold  for  merely  speculating 
purposes. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  incorporation 
of  savings  institutions  and  loan  companies.  The  for- 
mer, while  confined  to  their  original  object,  viz:  the 
accumulation  and  safe  keeping  of  the  hard  earnings 
of  the  poor  man,  are  laudable  and  highly  useful.  But, 
for  the  full  accomplishment  of  this  beneficent  end, 
they  need  no  Legislative  incorporation.  It  is  only 
when  they  have  attracted  the  attention  and  designs  of 
the  speculator  or  capitalist,  that  they  are  found  not 
to  be  secure  enough  for  his  deposit,  without  a  charter. 
It  is,  in  reality,  then,  only,  that  they  become  insecure ; 
for  the  Legislative  charter,  taking  away,  as  it  gen- 
erally does,  from  the  trustees  or  managers  all  indi- 
vidual responsibility,  and  the  institution  being  either 
wholly  destitute,  or,  at  least,  having  a  very  small  pro- 
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portion  of  stock  subscribed  to  secure  deposits,  though 
the  amount  of  business  which  may  be  transacted  is 
generally  unlimited,  depositorsi  are  thus  left  with 
scarcely  any  other  security  for  their  money  than  the 
honor  of  the  managers. 

Loan  companies  are  quite  as  exceptionable.  A  few 
acts  incorporating  institutions  of  this  kind  were  signed 
during  the  last  session,  with  exceeding  reluctance  and 
solely  from  an  unwillingness  to  differ  with  the  Legis- 
lature. An  inquiry  into  their  nature  and  bearing  upon 
society,  it  is  believed,  would  prove  the  impropriety  of 
increasing  their  number.  In  most  cases,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  incorporation  of  both  savings  institu- 
tions and  loan  companies  is  resorted  to  merely  as 
the  first  and  easiest  step  to  the  obtainment  of  a  bank 
charter. 

For  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  and 
savings  institutions  of  the  commonwealth,  I  would 
refer  the  Legislature  to  the  report  of  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, which  Avill  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  replies  shall 
be  received  to  the  circular  letters  addressed  to  those 
corporations  on  the  21st  of  last  month,  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  last  session,  "requiring  the  banks  of 
this  commonwealth  to  make  quarterly  statements  to 
the  Auditor  General." 

The  permanent  State  debt,  as  was  before  stated, 
amounts  to  twenty-four  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  thir- 
ty-two cents.  It  is  now  useless  to  inquire  how  it  was 
incurred,  or  whether  the  money  was  expended  to  the 
best  advantage.  The  debt  is  due,  and  it  becomes  a 
wise  and  honest  people  to  guard  against  its  increase, 
without  retarding  the  improvements  of  the  State,  and 
to  take  instant  measures  for  its  reduction.  It  gives 
me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  both  these  desirable  ends  may 
be  accomplished.     The  public  works  may  be  prose- 
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cuted  with  all  prudent  despatch,  and  the  public  debt 
may  be  paid  olf  as  the  different  loans  become  redeem- 
able, and  some  of  them  may  even  be  anticipated. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  as  will  more  fully  ap- 
Ijear  by  reference  to  the  annual  reports  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  Auditor  General,  and  Commissioners  of 
the  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  all  claims  against 
the  Commonwealth,  with  three  exceptions,  were  dis- 
charged out  of  the  proper  unborrowed  i^sources  of 
the  Treasury,  the  public  works  were  resumed  and  car- 
ried on,  and  the  interest  of  the  State  debt  paid. 

Of  the  exceptions  just  alluded  to,  one  was  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  interest  fund  to  meet  the  payment  due 
on  the  first  of  February  last.  To  supply  it,  a  tem- 
porary loan  was  recommended  by  my  predecessor  in 
the  annual  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  subject  was  subsequently  brought  before 
the  Legislature  by  myself,  and  on  the  22d  of  January, 
an  act  of  Assembly  passed,  authorizing  a  temporary 
loan  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose.  The  loan  was  taken  by  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act,  and 
applied  to  the  object  intended.  It  has  since  been  re- 
paid. 

Another  exception  was  caused  by  the  existence  of 
certain  internal  improvement  debts,  principally  for 
repairs  and  objects  connected  with  the  motive  power 
department  of  the  State  rail  roads,  contracted  pre- 
vious to  the  1st  of  February,  1836,  and  for  which  no 
provision  had  been  made  by  the  Legislature,  when  the 
annual  Improvement  bill  of  18th  February,  1836, 
passed.  This  oversight,  it  is  presumed,  arose  from  the 
fact  that  their  existence  had  not  been  clearly  stated 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners. The  subject  was  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture by  message,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1836,  and,  on  the 
10th  of  the  same  month,  a  special  act  was  passed,  au- 
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thorizing  a  temporary  loan  for  the  purpose,  not  to 
exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  four  per  cent. 
It  has  since  been  discovered,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  these  debts  is  not  so  great  as  was  at  first  sup- 
posed, and  that  the  w^ords  of  the  act  do  not  cover  all 
the  kinds  of  them  that  were  intended  to  be  provided 
for.  Only  two  descriptions,  viz:  those  ''for  repairs, 
and  new  work  on  finished  lines  of  canals  and  rail- 
ways,'^ contracted  "previous  to  the  first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1836,"  are  specified.  Thus,  a  portion  of  the  old 
motive  power,  and  other  kinds  of  debt,  is  still  to  be 
provided  for.  The  whole  amount  of  these  debts,  as 
far  as  ascertained,  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  They  were  all  contracted  previous  to 
the  1st  of  February,  and  all  of  them,  except  the  mo- 
tive power  debts,  incurred  beyond  the  specific  appro- 
priations made  for  the  purposes  respectively  by  the 
preceding  Legislature,  and  previous  to  the  Improve- 
ment bill  of  18th  Februarv  last.  The  whole  amount  of 
the  "repair"  debts  has  been  or  wall  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  temporary  loan  above  named,  and  for- 
tv-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
and  twenty-six  cents  of  the  motive  power  debt  was 
paid,  under  the  resolution  of  ITth  March,  1836.  The 
portion  still  remaining  due  is  not  yet  definitely  ascer- 
tained; but,  as  it  is  not  specifically  charged  upon  any 
fund,  special  jirovision  is  to  be  made  for  its  payment. 
A  revision  of  this  matter  becomes  proper  on  an- 
other account.  Though  the  temporary  loan  in  ques- 
tion was  not  expressly  pointed  at  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  6th  section  of  the  charter  act 
of  that  institution,  which  provides  "that  said  corpora- 
tion shall  be  bound,  whenever  required  by  law,  to  ad- 
vance to  the  commonwealth,  as  a  temporary  loan,  any 
sum  of  money  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars 
in  any  one  year,  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  a 

year,  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Common- 
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wealth,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
loan/'  yet  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
Legislature  to  be  obtained  from  that  institution,  under 
the  provision  just  quoted.  The  officers  of  the  Bank 
were  of  a  different  opinion,  though  they  consented  to 
advance  so  much  of  the  loan  as  might  be  required,  till 
the  Legislature  should  remove  all  doubt  on  the  sub- 
ject.    The  matter  is  now  submitted,  that  the  loan  mav 

ffl  /  c^ 

be  brought  within  the  charter  act  of  the  bank,  and  that 
the  terms  of  the  law  may  be  made  broad  enough  to 
cover  all  improvement  debts  due  previous  to  the  1st 
of  February  last,  and  hitherto  unprovided  for. 

The  remaining  case  of  temporary  loan  is  the  one  not 
exceeding  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  authorised  by 
the  act  of  1st  April,  1836,  at  an  interest  not  to  exceed 
four  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  pay  for  eleven  locomotive 
engines,  directed  to  be  purchased  by  the  act  of  28th, 
January,  1836.  This  loan  was  taken  under  the  same 
circumstances  as  the  one  last  mentioned,  by  the  same 
bank,  at  four  per  cent.  The  amount  drawn  from  it 
heretofore,  is  thirty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  whole 
of  it  will  be  required  in  a  few  days. 

Another  subject  requiring  the  early  attention  of 
the  legislature,  as  connected  with  the  system  of  im- 
l^rovement,  is  the  situation  of  the  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  appropriated  by  resolution  of  June  16,  1836, 
towards  avoiding  the  inclined  plane  at  Columbia.  The 
Canal  Commissioners,  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  resolution,  have  located  a  route  of  rail 
way  to  avoid  the  plane,  at  an  average  grade  of  thir- 
ty-three feet  to  the  mile,  and  six  hundred  feet  shorter 
than  the  present  route  by  the  plane;  but  the  money 
not  having  been  specifically  charged  upon  any  fund 
in  the  Treasury,  the  State  Treasurer  very  properly  re- 
fused to  advance  it.  The  whole  cost  of  the  work 
as  estimated,  will  be  one  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand and  four   dollars   and  forty-four   cents.     Every 
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facility  should  be  afforded  to  this  most  desirable  ob- 
ject. The  sum  heretofore  appropriated  may  be  paid 
out  of  the  unappropriated  funds  now  in  the  Treasury, 
without  risk  of  embarrassment. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  or  profit  of  dis- 
pensing with  both  planes  on  the  Columbia  and  Phil- 
adelphia road  as  speedily  as  possible.  That  at  Co- 
lumbia now  annually  costs,  for  its  support,  more  than 
double  the  interest  of  the  sum  necessary  for  its  avoid- 
ance. Such  is  also  presumed  to  be  the  case  with  the 
Philadelphia  plane.  If  to  this  be  added  the  danger, 
loss,  vexation,  and  delay,  caused  by  their  presence, 
all  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  change  vanishes. 

Though  the  three  last  of  these  points  do  not  prop- 
erly belong  to  the  transactions  of  the  past  fiscal  year, 
having  arisen  since  its  close,  and  therefore  do  not  ap- 
pear on  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  that  year,  it 
became  proper  to  explain  them,  that  the  necessary 
legislative  action  may  take  place. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  pre- 
vious to  the  1st  of  November,  1836,  were  four  mil- 
lions four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  six- 
ty-four cents.  The  expenditure  during  the  same  per- 
iod, was  three  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars  and 
eleven  cents,  leaving  a  balance  on  that  day  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninetv-nine  dollars  and  fiftv-three  cents,  after  dis- 
charging  all  just  claims,  and  applicable  to  the  wants 
of  the  present  year.  Of  the  sum  expended,  two  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventeen  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents  were  paid 
into  the  internal  improvement  fund,  for  interest,  new 
work,  temporary  loans,  &c. 

I  am  fully  authorised  by  the  report  of  the  proper 
officers,  to  state  that  the  Treasury  will  be  prepared  on 
the  first  days  of  February  and  August  next,  unless  its 
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means  should,  in  the  interval,  be  differently  appropri- 
ated, to  make  the  semi-annual  payments  of  interest  on 
the  state  debt,  without  resort  to  loan  or  other  expe- 
dient, and  to  discharge  all  ordinary  claims  indepen- 
dently of  the  aid  expected  from  the  distribution  of 
the  Surplus  Kevenue. 

Ji  will  be  perceived,  that  the  chief  item  of  expendi- 
ture during  the  last  year  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
improvement  debt,  and  the  continuation  of  the  pub- 
lic works.  Pennsylvania  has  six  hundred  and  one 
quarter  miles  of  completed  canal,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  of  finished  railroad.  Making  an  aggregate  of 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  and  one  quarter  miles.  Yet 
such  has  been  the  ruinous  and  detached  system  pur- 
sued in  their  construction,  that  only  four  hundred  and 
fifty-five  miles  of  this  whole  length  are  now  to  any 
useful  extent  in  operation.  The  Susquehanna  divi- 
sion from  Duncan's  Island  to  Northumberland,  thirty- 
nine  miles,  the  whole  of  the  North  Branch,  seventy- 
three  and  a  quarter  miles,  the  West  Branch,  seventy- 
two  miles,  the  Beaver  division,  twenty-four  and  three- 
quarters,  the  French  Creek  division,  twenty-two  and 
a  quarter,  and  the  French  Creek  feeder,  twenty-three 
miles,  forming  a  length  of  canal  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  and  one  quarter  miles,  as  will  appear  by 
the  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  scarcely  pay 
their  lock-keepers,  though  a  great  portion  of  them 
have  been  completed  for  years.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  main  line  of  canal  and  rail  road  from  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsburg,  and  the  Delaware  division,  have  paid  a 
promising  revenue;  that  of  the  former  amounting, 
during  the  past  year,  to  a  sum  nearly  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  on  its  construction,  and  the  costs  of 
repairs,  supervision  and  collection;  and  of  the  latter 
presenting  a  sure  promise  of  a  speedy  similar  result. 
This  difference  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  one  class 
of  improvements  are  not  only  complete  in  themselves, 
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but  have  completed  the  object  of  their  construction; 
while  the  others  are  mere  disjointed  beginnings  of  an 
immense  whole,  whose  plan  was  never  perfected  and 
whose  persent  condition  is  a  sad  proof  of  the  selfish- 
ness of  sectional  jealousy,  and  of  log-rolling  legis- 
lation. 

It  was  to  remedy  this  defect,  to  give  unity  and  con- 
nexion to  this  straggling  system,  and  to  render  profit- 
able to  the  state,  and  useful  to  her  citizens,  these  out- 
laying works,  that  the  appropriations  of  the  last  ses- 
sion were  made.  The  moderate,  but  vitally  necessary 
plan  of  joining  and  rendering  available  our  whole  im- 
provements, then  commenced,  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of  till  it  is  accomplished. — This  may  be  achieved 
with  systematic  and  persevering  exertion,  in  four 
years. 

When  the  works  now  in  progress  shall  be  completed, 
Pennsylvania  will  possess  eight  hundred  nine  and 
three-quarter  miles  of  canal,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  and  three-quarter  miles  of  rail  roads, 
stretching  into  every  quarter  of  her  territory,  and 
bearing  her  immense  agricultural,  manufacturing  and 
mineral  wealth  to  her  -own  proud  metropolis,  and  to 
every  portion  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  low  estimate  to 
say,  that  when  these  works  are  in  full  operation,  her 
clear  annual  income,  from  this  source  alone,  will  not 
fall  short  of  three  millions  of  dollars;  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  pay  off  her  debt  as  it  becomes  due,  to  con- 
tinue her  improvements  to  any  extent,  and  to  author- 
ise the  application  of  one  million  dollars  annually,  to 
the  purposes  of  education.  All  this,  with  moderation, 
prudence  and  caution  now,  is  not  more  than  eight,  and 
probably  only  six  years  distant. 

During  the  year  ending  1st  November  last,  the  whole 
income  from  the  state  canals  and  rail-ways,  was  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents,  a  sum  considerably 
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short  of  the  estimate  of  my  predecessor,  but  which, 
when  the  late  commencement  of  navigation,  and  the 
want  of  sufficient  facilities  for  transportation,  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  season,  are  considered,  is 
much  larger  than  could  have  been  anticipated.  Since 
the  1st  of  November,  and  up  to  this  date,  there  have 
been  received  in  the  Treasury,  tolls  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  making  in 
the  whole,  nine  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

In  connexion  with  this  view  of  our  public'  works  of 
internal  communication,  deserve  to  be  remembered, 
the  noble  undertakings  of  a  similar  character,  which 
the  united  private  enterprize  of  our  citizens  has  ac- 
complished. 

There  are  in  the  State,  two  hundred  and  eighty-six 
and  a  half  miles  of  canal,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  and  a  half  miles  of  rail  road,  completed  by  com- 
panies and  individuals;  and  now  under  contract  and 
in  progress  of  construction,  ninety-six  miles  of  canal, 
and  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  miles  of  rail-way. 
Making,  when  completed  an  aggregate  of  State  and 
company  improvement  of  all  descriptions,  of  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighteen  miles. 

Of  these,  the  three  most  considerable  of  the  com- 
pleted company  canals,  are  the  Schuylkill,  the  Union, 
and  the  Lehigh,  (when  finished  to  Stoddardsville), 
constructed  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  eight  millions 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  traversing 
a  distance  of  three  hundred  miles,  with  a  lockage  of 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  yielding 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars  toll 
the  past  season.  Of  this  income,  fully  the  one  half 
was  derived  from  anthracite  coal,  of  which,  at  the 
lowest  calculation,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
tons  were  brought  into  productive  usefulness  by  these 
three  works  alone,  during  the  past  season. 
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While  on  the  subject  of  Internal  Improvements, 
permit  me  to  remark  that  the  more  modern,  though 
highly  useful  kinds,  should  not  monopolize  our  atten- 
tion and  care  to  the  exclusion  of  the  older.  This 
State  owes  much  of  her  early  prosperity  to  turnpikes, 
state  and  other  roads,  and  many  counties  still  depend 
upon  them  for  access  to  market.  Fayette,  Greene, 
Washington,  W^estmoreland,  Somerset,  Bedford, 
Franklin,  Adams,  York,  &c.,  have  had,  and  still  have 
scarcely  any  other  reliance.  The  fostering  care  of 
the  Legislature  should  be  continued  to  them,  and  an 
enquiry  instituted  v^hether  the  turnpike  appropriation 
made  by  the  last  session,  vv^as  sufiScient  to  relieve  these 
beneficial  companies,  and  to  put  the  roads  in  a  state  of 
repair  calculated  to  render  them  useful  to  thei  public. 
It  should  always  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  counties 
which  principally  rely  for  an  outlet  to  market  upon 
roads  of  this  description,  have  derived  little,  if  any, 
benefit  from  canal  and  rail-road  expenditure. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  amount  of  receipts 
and  payments  at  the  Treasury  during  the  year  com- 
mencing on  the  first  of  November  last: 

.Receipts. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  1st  November 

1836, 1324,799  53 

Bank  Bonuses,  viz: 
United  States  Bank,  . . . . .  .|1,100,000  00 

Other  Banks,  178,250  00 

1,278,250  00 

Canal  and  rail-road  tolls,   1,300,000  00 

Auction  duties  and  commissions, 79,000  00 

Collateral  inheritance  tax, 20,000  00 

Real  and  personal  property  tax  (outstand- 
ing),           65,000  00 

Bank  stock  dividends, 165,000  00 

Tax  on  bank  dividends, 95,000  00 
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Turnpike,  bridge,  &c.,  dividends, 40,000  00 

Land  and  land  office  fees, 65,000  00 

Tax  on  writs, 25,000  00 

Tavern  licenses,   50,000  00 

Store-keepers'  licenses,  50,000  00 

Tax  on  county  offices, 5,000  00 

Miscellaneous  items, 7,100  00 

Surplus  Revenue — average  of  estimate  of 
Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treas- 
ury,     3,550,000  00 

Total  estimated  receipts,  |7,119,149  53 

Payments. 

To  Internal  Improvement  fund, |500,000  00 

Interest  on  Canal  debt,  salaries,  &c, 1,180,000  00 

Motive  power,  200,000  00 

Expenses  of  government,    350,000  00 

Common  Schools, 320,000  00 

Colleges,  academies,  &c.,  25,000  00 

Interest  on  old  State  debt, 100,000  00 

Turnpike  roads  and  bridges, 30,662  63 

Militia  expenses, 22,000  00 

Pensions  and  gratuities, 50,000  00 

Penitentiaries,     24,950  00 

House  of  refuge,   5,000  00 

Convicts  and  fugitives, 2,000  00 

Miscellaneous,     28,400  00 

To  which  add  proposed  school  appropri- 
ation, and  increase  of  annual  school 
appropriation,  in  the  whole  |600,000, 
but  of  which  not  more  will  probably 

be  demanded  in  the  year,  than 450,000  00 

Appropriations  recommend- 
ed by  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Erie  exten- 
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sion,    North    Branch   and 
Gettysburg  rail  road,   . .  .|1,080,000  00 
Appropriations    to     repairs 
damages   locomotives,   in-  • 

clined  plane,  West  Branch,     747,419  00 


-1,827,419  00 


Deduct  payments  from  receipts, |5,115,431  63 


Probable  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year,.|2,003,717  90 


It  will  thus  be  perceived,  that  a  balance  of  not  less 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  will  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  of  November  next,  after  discharging 
all  ju»t  demands,  and  incurring  every  expense  which 
the  prosperity  of  the  State  requires. 

With  regard  to  the  above  estimated  items  of  ex- 
penditure, it  is  proper  that  some  further  explanation 
should  be  given. 

The  sum  (|500,000)  payable  to  the  Internal  Im- 
provement fund,  is  the  balance  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  public  works,  made  by  the  last  Legislature,  and 
unexpended  on  the  31st  of  October  last. 

The  interest  of  the  State  debt,  until  the  happy  pro- 
cess of  reduction  commence,  is  a  fixed  item  and  re- 
(juires  no  comment. 

The  expense  of  motive  power  on  rail-roads  (|200,000) 
will  be  met  by  at  least  an  equal  receipt  into  the  Treas- 
ury, from  motive  power  toll,  the  amount  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  former  practice,  is  included  in  the  estimated 
amount  of  toll  from  the  public  works. 

The  item  of  expenses  of  Government,  includes  the 
expenses  of  the  approaching  Convention  to  propose 
and  submit  to  the  people  amendments  of  the  State 
Constitution. 

The  first  item  of  Common  School  expenses  includes 
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one  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  two  hundred 
fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents,  being  the  undrawn 
balances  on  the  1st  of  November  last,  of  the  annual 
appropriations  foj*  1835  and  1836,  of  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  and  of  the  increased  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  present  school 
year  (1837),  which  began  on  the  first  Monday  of  June 
last,  and  will  terminate  on  the  same  day  in  1837.  The 
remaining  sum,  which  makes  up  the  gross  sum,  is  the 
probable  proportion  of  the  present  appropriation  for 
the  school  year  1838,  (which  will  commence  in  June, 
1837),  that  will  be  paid  within  the  present  year. 

On  the  items,  turnpike  roads  and  bridges,  militia 
expenses,  pensions  and  gratuities,  colleges  and  acad- 
emies, house  of  refuge  (Philadelphia),  interest  on  loans 
not  pertaining  to  the  Internal  Improvement  system. 
Penitentiaries,  conveying  convicts  to  Penitentiaries, 
and  reclaiming  from  other  states  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, and  the  item  "miscellaneous,"  which  covers  a 
great  variety  of  small  expenses,  no  further  remark  is 
necessary. 

The  second  estimated  expense  of  the  School  system 
is  so  much  of  the  addition  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  annual  appropriation,  and  the  School- 
house  fund  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  (recom- 
mended and  explained  in  the  former  part  of  this  mes- 
sage), as  will  probably  be  paid,  if  authorized,  within 
the  year,  and  does  not  now  require  further  remark,  ex- 
cept the  expression  of  a  fixed  opinion  that  the  system 
must  derive  additional  and  very  considerable  aid  from 
the  State,  or  be  abandoned. 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  items  which  make  up 
the  gross  sum  estimated  as  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
public  works,  the  General  Assembly  is  referred  to  the 
Eeport  of  the  Canal  Commissioners.  That  document 
will  show  that  this  sum  includes  the  whole  expense 
of  carrying  on  the  new  works,  or  unfinished  lines  of 
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canals  and  rail  roads,  and  the  expense  of  repairs, 
damages,  avoiding  incline  planes,  supervision,  new 
work,  fixtures  and  locomotives  on  old  lines,  forming 
in  fact  the  whole  expense  of  the  system,  except  inter- 
est, during  the  coming  year. 

The  sums  recommended  by  the  Board  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  prosecution  of  new  work  on  unfinished 
lines  or  extensions,  appear  to  be  proper  and  reason- 
able. The  main  line  of  comumnication  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburg  is  now  complete,  and  has  given 
the  strongest  evidence  of  being  capable  hereafter  of 
relieving  the  Treasury  from  all  danger  of  expenditure 
on  that  account.  The  present,  therefore,  appears  to 
be  the  proper  time  for  taking  measures  to  complete 
and  render  productive  the  continuation  of  the  main 
line  to  Lake  Erie,  and  the  extension  heretofore  com- 
menced and  abandoned. 

The  extension  of  the  main  line  of  canal  to  the  harbor 
of  Erie,  has  the  strongest  claims  to-  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature.  This  work  will  complete  the  original 
plan  of  a  connexion  between  Philadelphia  and  Lake 
Erie,  and  will  throw  business  upon  the  whole  length 
of  improvements  between  those  points.  Though  the 
amount  of  local  business  upon  this  line  will  not  be  so 
great  as  upon  other  sections  of  canal,  yet  the  profit 
to  the  State  will  be  equal  to  any.  This  will  be  caused 
by  the  description  of  articles  to  be  transported  upon 
it.  They  will  mainly  be  merchandize  from  the  sea- 
board for  the  west  and  north  west,  to  the  early  ship- 
ment of  which,  upon  the  lake,  the  harbor  of  Erie  of- 
fers peculiar  advantages;  and  the  heavier  articles 
of  produce  seeking  an  Atlantic  market,  for  whose 
transportation  this  route  to  Philadelphia,  composed 
as  it  chiefly  will  be  of  canal,  presents  the  greatest  fa- 
cilitv. 

But  when  we  come  to  estimate  the  local  improve- 
ment and  enriching  of  that  section  of  the  Common- 


3i6  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

wealth,  which  will  be  the  inevitable  result  of  the  un- 
dertaking, the  policy  and  profit  of  the  work  becomes 
obvious.  Forty-five  and  a  half  miles  were  placed  un- 
der contract  last  season.  The  sum  recommended  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  present  year's  work,  is  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  Korth  Branch  canal,  of  which  seventy-three  and 
one-quarter  miles  have  been  for  years  completed,  but 
upon  which  the  tolls  scarcely  pay  the  expense  of  col- 
lection, to  say  nothing  of  interest  and  repairs,  is  des- 
tined to  be  one  of  the  most  important  and  beneficial 
lines  in  the  State.  Its  continuance  to  the  New  York 
line,  a  part  of  which  was  authorized  to  be  put  under 
contract  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  junction  with  the 
works  of  that  State,  will  open  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  hitherto  neglected  portions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  will  give  vent  northward  to  as  great 
a  quantity  and  variety  of  mineral  and  agricultural 
productions  as  will  pass  upon  any  other  branch  of  the 
public  works.  By  the  completion  of  this  canal  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Lackawanna  creek,  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, to  the  State  line,  in  Bradford  county,  access  from 
the  immense  Lake  countrv,  to  the  North  and  West 
will  be  given  to  the  inexhaustible  bodies  of  Anthra- 
cite coal  lying  in  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawannock 
valleys.  It  will  also  convey  to  the  northern  and  east- 
ern market,  the  Bituminous  coal  of  Bradford,  Tioga 
and  neighboring  counties.  Egress  will  be  afforded 
to  the  iron  of  Northern  Pennsylvania,  while  the  im- 
mense and  increasing  products  of  the  soil  of  that 
extensive  grazing  and  farming  region  will  find  a  ready 
and  profitable  market.  If  to  this  be  added  the  increas- 
ing and  valuable  lumber  trade,  which  has  long  formed 
nearly  the  sole  support  of  that  district,  an  amount  of 
business  will  be  found  awaiting  the  completion  of 
this  work  which  puts  an  end  to  all  doubt  as  to  its  profit 
and  propriety.     Nor  is  the  export  trade  the  only  one 
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which  will  pour  tolls  upon  the  North  Branch  Canal. 
The  transmission  of  limestone  from  point  to  point 
along  its  whole  extent,  and  the  importation  from  New 
York,  of  plaster  and  salt  for  the  improvement  of  the 
land,  and  the  convenience  of  its  citizens,  besides  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  of  itself,  is  the  very  best  effect  of  a  pub- 
lic improvement,  will  swell  almost  beyond  calculation 
the  amount  of  remuneration  to  the  Commonwealth  for 
her  mater  Lai  care. 

Under  the  act  of  18th  February,  1836,  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners were  directed  to  place  not  less  than  twenty 
nor  more  than  forty  of  this  extension  under  contract, 
commencing  ''at  or  near"  the  New  York  State  line. 
After  examining  the  proposed  route  through  its  whole 
length,  and  especially  the  region  of  country  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  New  York  line,  they  concluded  to  com- 
mence the  location  not  "at,"  but  "near"  it,  viz:  at 
Tioga  point,  about  four  miles  in  a  straight  line  from 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State.  The  distance 
placed  under  contract  is  thirty-five  miles,  terminating 
southwardly  at  Wyalusing,  which,  when  completed, 
will  bring  the  canal  within  reach  of  the  north-eastern 
termination  of  the  great  Bituminous  coal  deposit  of 
the  State. 

The  determination  to  proceed  no  further  north  than 
Tioga  point,  was  a  wise  one.  At  that  point,  the  Sus- 
quehanna forks.  The  western  prong,  under  the  name 
of  the  Tioga  and  Chemung,  points  in  a  northwestern 
direction,  into  the  State  of  New  York,  till  it  reaches 
Elmira,  where  it  meets  a  canal  of  eighteen  miles,  pos- 
sessing an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water,  and  con- 
necting that  place  with  Seneca  Lake,  which  has  a  canal 
connection  with  the  great  New  York  canal  and  Lake 
Ontario.  The  eastern  fork,  retaining  the  name  of  the 
North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  points  towards  the 
north-east  till  it  passes  the  town  of  Owego,  in  New 
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York,  which  place  has  a  rail  road  connection  with  the 
thriving  town  of  Ithaca,  on  the  head  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
the  foot  of  which  is  also  connected  with  the  Erie  canal 
and  the  great  Lakes.  Further  on,  the  North  Branch 
touches  Binghamton,  the  point  where  it  meets  the 
Chenango  canal,  the  direction  of  which  is  north-east- 
erly to  Ithaca  on  the  Erie  canal,  and  the  length  ninety- 
three  miles. 

These  works  may  be  said  to  be  all  completed,  and 
only  require  a  small  amount  of  labour  to  connect  them 
with  the  !North  Branch  canal  at  Tioga.  The  distance 
from  that  i)oint  to  Elmira,  is  about  twenty  miles,  of 
which  eight  are  in  this  State:  to  Oweg  about  twenty- 
and  thence  to  Binghamton,  twenty  miles.  The  length 
of  the  Ithaca  and  Owego  rail- way  is  twenty-nine  miles. 

A  liberal  poUcy,  as  well  as  a  just  regard  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  State,  render  it  proper  that  every  nec- 
essary facility  should  be  afforded  to  the  formation  of 
a  connection  between  these  interesting  improvements 
and  our  State  works,  through  the  North  Branch.  They 
all  point  to  this  State,  and  must  depend  for  business 
upon  the  hitherto  dormant  riches  of  Northern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  whole  distance  from  Tioga  to  the  Lackawannock 
is  eighty-nine  miles.  The  appropriation  recommended 
to  prosecute  the  work  already  under  contract,  is  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  completion  of  the  West  Branch  Division  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Tangascootack,  which  will  bring  that 
important  line  a  considerable  distance  within  the  Bi- 
tuminous coal  and  the  rich  iron  district  of  middle 
northern  Pennsylvania,  has  been  nearly  provided  for. 
The  sum  of  thirtv-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fortv^-three  dollars  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient  for  this 
purpose.     Its  appropriation  is  recommended. 

"A  survey  was  authorized  by  the  last  Legislature,  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  connecting  this  Branch 
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of  the  Susquehanna,  with  the  waters  of  the  Allegheny, 
by  means  of  a  canal.  An  Engineer  of  high  profes- 
sional standing  was  appointed  to  that  interesting 
duty.  His  report  is  not  yet  received.  When  made, 
it  will  be  laid  before  the  legislature,  and  should  re- 
ceive that  attention  which  the  vast  importance  of  the 
formation  of  a  continuous  line  of  water  communica- 
tion, between  the  Delaware  and  Lake  Erie,  must  al- 
ways command. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  Board  recommend  the 
appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Gettysburg  rail  road.  This  improve- 
ment is  intended  to  connect,  westwardly,  with  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  rail  road  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  and  eastwardly,  by  means  of  the  company  road 
from  Gettysburg  to  the  Susquehanna,  at  Wrights ville, 
opposite  Columbia,  with  the  Philadelphia  and  Colum- 
bia rail  road:  Thus  forming  a  continuous  line  Of  rail 
road  communication  through  the  heart  of  six  of  the 
southern  counties  of  the  State,  and  terminating  at 
our  Commercial  Metropolis.  The  propriety  of  such 
a  work,  at  a  time  when  it  can  be  prosecuted  without 
increasing  the  public  burthens,  cannot  remain  a  mo- 
ment problematical,  particularly  when  it  is  remem- 
beied  that  the  counties  to  be  benefited  have  heretofore 
derived  no  advantage  from  the  State  improvements. 

One  of  the  most  important  projects  recommended 
by  the  Board,  is  that  of  doubling  the  locks  on  that 
part  of  the  main  line  between  Columbia  and  Duncan's 
island,  and  the  re-building  of  the  bridge  over  the  Sus- 
quehanna, at  the  latter  place.  When  it  is  recollected 
that  this  portion  of  canal  will,  at  no  very  distant 
period,  be  the  only  channel  of  communication,  south- 
ward of  Duncan's  island,  for  the  main  line,  the  Sus- 
quelianna  Division  to  Northumberland,  the  North 
Branch  and  the  West  Branch,  and  Northward  from 
Columbia,  for  the  proposed  canal  from  Columbia  to 


320  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

tide  water  on  *the  Chesapeake,  and  that  the  whole 
trade  of  the  Union  Canal,  whose  locks  should  be  so 
widened  as  to  pass  the  boats  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ca- 
nal, and  a  portion  of  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail 
Road,  the  York  and  the  Gettysburg  Rail  Roads,  and 
Harris!) arg  and  Lancaster  and  Cumberland  Valley 
Rail  Roads,  will  be  thrown  upon  it,  the  measure  be- 
comes a  matter  of  necessitv. 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  for  the  work,  arising 
from  the  vast  increase  of  business  which  will  take 
pla(!e  on  this  part  of  the  canal,  the  condition  of  the 
present  locks  should  be  taken  into  view.  Many  of 
them,  owing  to  defective  construction  in  the  first  in- 
stance, are  now  in  a  very  unsafe  state.  If  another 
set  be  forthwith  placed  beside  them,  the  old  ones  can 
then  be  prepared  without  interrupting  navigation; 
and  thus,  by  the  time  that  two  sets  will  be  required 
for  public  accommodation,  both  may  be  in  complete 
order. 

The  re-building  of  the  bridge  at  Duncan's  Island, 
cannot,  with  safety  to  the  public  interests,  be  longer 
postponed.  It  is  only  surprizing  that  the  present  fab- 
ric has  stood  such  a  length  of  time.  The  appropria- 
tion recommended  for  these  purposes,  is  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars. 

None  of  the  other  recommended  appropriations  re- 
quire comment,  except  that  for  locomotive  engines. 
This  money  will  be  due  early  next  spring.  Contracts 
for  the  purchase  of  twenty  engines,  adapted  to  the 
use  of  mineral  coal  for  the  generation  of  steam,  have 
been  made  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  railway,  under  authority  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  16th  June  last.  That  number  it  is  supposed 
will,  with  those  already  owned  by  the  State,  afford 
sufficient  power  to  accommodate  the  business  of  the 
next  season. 

For  the  present,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  proper  to 
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extend  the  State  Improvements  beyond  wliat  is  con- 
templated by  the  appropriations  just  named.  Our 
chief  object  should  be  the  application  of  all  our  ener- 
gies to  the  reduction  of  the  State  debt,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  no  more  of  our  means  in  the  construction 
of  new  works,  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  render 
available  and  profitable  the  outlays  already  made  and 
hitherto  unproductive.  If  we  can  once  effect  even 
the  smallest  decrease  of  the  debt,  and  reduction  of 
the  sum  of  interest,  we  will  have  completely  stemmed 
«  the  tide.  The  total  extinction  will  then  be  the  work 
of  a  very  few  years.  By  refraining  from  large  ex- 
penditures to  new  works,  for  a  short  time,  and  hus- 
banding our  means  in  the  interval  for  the  payment 
of  debt,  we  shall,  in  addition,  accomplish  two  most 
desirable  results.  Public  opinion,  which  is  almost 
wholly  turned  against  further  extension,  except  in 
the  sections  immediately  concerned,  will  be  retained 
in  favor  of  the  system ;  and  the  final  completion  of  the 
gigantic  plan  vill  be  really  hastened.  This  will  evi- 
dently be  the  result  of  present  moderation  and  econ- 
omy; for,  if  the  public  see  the  real  and  regular  de- 
crease of  debt,  the  system  which  produced  it  will  cease 
to  be  odious;  and  instead  of  a  few  hundred  thousand 
dollars  more,  which,  with  much  straining  of  popular 
opinion,  might  now  be  appropriated,  millions,  from 
the  regular  and  increasing  resources  of  the  State,  will 
freely  be  given.  By  this  spirit  of  unanimity,  the  same 
amount  of  work  will  be  accomplished  in  two  years 
which  would  require  five  years  of  Legislative  man- 
agement  and  Executive  influence,  if  it  ever  could  be 
effected  by  such  means. 

Among  the  estimated  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  present  year,  are  the  ordinary  revenue  of 
the  State,  the  balance  of  bank  bonuses  and  the  U. 
S.  Bank  school  money.  These  items  are  certain,  and 
require  no  explanation. 
21— Vol.  VI.  — 4thSer. 
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The  income  of  public  works  is  estimated  at  thir- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that,  with  a  favorable  season  and  judicious  manage- 
ment, this  sum  will  be  received.  If  so,  it  may  then 
be  said  that  the  State  debt  is  extinguished;  because 
a  very  small  increase,  the  following  year  will  pro- 
duce a  revenue  equal  to  its  interest,  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs, and  the  expense  of  supervision  and  collection. 
Every  nerve  will  be  strained  during  the  approaching 
season,  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object. 

The  last  and  most  considerable  item  of  income  is 
that  arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  National  Sur- 
plus Revenue.  Herewith  are  transmitted  copies  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  subject.  From  those  documents  it  will  be 
perceived  that  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  matter  is  required.  Before  the  reception 
of  the  money  can  take  place,  an  act  of  Assembly  must 
be  passed,  prescribing  the  manner,  and  conferring 
upon  the  officer  appointed  to  receive  it,  power  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  required  by  Congress. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  this  important  subject  to 
vour  immediate  consideration,  and  to  advise  that  such 
a  mode  of  transferring  the  sum  which  shall  be  due 
to  this  State,  may  be  agreed  upon,  as  will  have  the 
greatest  tendency  to  avoid  distress  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, or  pressure  upon  any  of  the  banks  of  the  country 
consistently  with  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  direct  interest  which  the  State 
has  in  the  welfare  of  that  institution. 

Having  thus  stated  the  probable  demands  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  its  means  of  meeting  them,  and  shown 
that  a  large  balance  will  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Legislature,  it  now  only  remains  to  ascertain  the  most 
proper  and  expedient  use  which  shall  be  made  of  it. 

Tt  is  long  since  Pennsylvania  could  boast  of  an  un- 
pledged balance  in  her  Treasury.     During  the  same 
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length  of  time,  the  chief  cause  of  discontent  among 
our  citizens  has  been  the  existence  and  increase  of 
the  State  debt.  This  fact  points  out  the  use  to  be 
made  of  the  balance. 

Every  dictate  of  policy,  wisdom  and  justice,  de- 
mands its  application — -its  instant  application,  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  Of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt; 
but  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  it,  there  is  difference 
of  opinion. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  the  balance  remaining 
in  the  Treasury  should  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund, 
for  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  State  debt,  with  an 
express  and  solemn  legislative  declaration  that  it 
shall  not  be  withdrawn  from  that  purpose  for  any 
other,  under  any  pretence  whatever.  To  this  project 
I  am  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  encum- 
bering the  fiscal  operationsi  of  the  government,  which 
should  be  kept  as  simple  and  as  intelligent  as  possi- 
ble, with  a  complication  of  machinery  and  a  confu- 
sion of  accounts,  only  calculated  to  mistify  and  mis- 
lead investigation.  The  fund  would  be  in  the  power 
of  a  future  Legislature,  and  give  rise  to  continual 
strifes  and  contests  for  its  application  to  other  ob- 
jects: for  no  matter  how  solemnly  it  might  be  set 
apart  and  dedicated  to  this  purpose  at  one  session,  the 
power  of  the  next  session  being  equal  to  that  of  the 
former,  it  might  and  probably  would  be  diverted. 

Others,  again,  advise  the  placing  of  the  balance  in 
some  one  or  more  of  the  State  banks,  to  be  used  as  a 
part  of  their  business  capital,  and  to  yield  to  the 
Commonwealth  the  actual  profit  of  the  investment. 
This  plan  is  proposed  with  the  expectation  that  an 
interest  would  be  obtained  beyond  that  now  paid  on 
the  St*ate  loans,  and  that  in  this  way  a  profit  would  be 
realized  to  the  extent  of  the  difference.  This  propo- 
sition I  cannot  approve.  All  partnerships,  either 
permanent  or  temporary,  between  Governments  and 
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banks,  are  dangerous  and  pernicious.  Banks  are  the 
creatures  of  the  Government,  and  should  continually 
be  kept  in  their  proper  relative  position.  A  partner- 
ship at  once  begets  an  undue  influence,  or  the  ap- 
pearance of  it,  which  is  bad,  by  placing  the  parties 
upon  a  footing  of  equality.  The  effect  of  this  would 
be  the  raising  of  the  bank  to  an  appearance  of  in- 
fluence in  the  (government,  or  reducing  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  connection  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  Bank;  or, 
which  is  as  disastrous,  and  of  which  there  have  been 
instances,  producing  a  collision  of  interests  and  in- 
fluence injurious  to  both,  and  ruinous  to  the  commun- 
nity.  Instead  of  creating  a  connexion  of  pecuniary 
interest  between  the  State  Government  and  any  one 
or  more  of  her  banking  institutions,  all  prudent  meas- 
ures should  be  adopted  to  avoid  it,  to  the  end  that 
all  may  stand  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality  with 
regard  to  each  other,  and  that  the  Legislature  may 
continually  exercise  a  wholesome  and  impartial  con- 
trol over  them. 

After  much  anxious  thought  upon  the  subject,  I  am 
most  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  balance  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue  coming  to  this  State,  should  be  forthwith 
and  directly  applied  to  the  payment  of  so  much  of  the 
State  debt  as  it  will  cover.  On  reference  to  the  loan 
acts,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  of  the  old  State  debt 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  redeemable  on  the 
1st  of  May  next,  and  the  remainder,  amounting  to 
about  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
different  periods  in  each  year  till  1st  of  June,  1841.  Of 
the  Improvement  debt,  the  first  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  became  due  on  the  1st  December,  1846. 
These  combined  sums  make  about  the  amount  of  the 
unexpended  balance. 

Let  authority  then  be  given  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
to  pay  off  so  much  of  the  debt  as  is  now,  or  will  in 
the  course  of  the  year  be  redeemable;  and  to  the  Com- 
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missioners  of  the  Internal  Improvement  fund  to  pur- 
chase in,  at  part  value,  and  cancel  the  certificates 
of  so  much  of  the  loans  which  shall  first  expire,  as  the 
remainder  will  cover.  There  is  great  demand  at  pres- 
ent for  money,  and  the  holders  of  certificates  of  the 
shorter  loans,  will,  most  probably  be  very  willing 
10  receive  their  money  for  other  and  more  permanent 
investment. — The  same  plan  has  been  adopted  in  the 
neighboring  State  of  New  York,  with  good  effect. 

This  mode  is  simple,  and  will  be  easily  understood 
and  carried  into  practice.  It  is  also  consistent  with 
the  customs  and  feeling  of  our  citizens.  A  true  Penn- 
sylvanian  lovesi  independence  and  dislikes  debt.  He 
camot  be  made  to  believe  that  there  is  a  more  proper 
or  profitable  use  for  money  than  the  discharge  of  just 
claims  upon  him.  He  will  tell  one  who  makes  such 
assertion,  that  the  best  purchase  which  can  be  ef- 
fected with  money,  is  the  purchase  of  a  receipt,  which 
is  at  the  same  time  the  purchase  of  so  much  inde- 
pendence and  peace  of  mind,  and  of  increased  ability 
for  new  exertion.  This  kind  of  independent  reasoning 
and  conduct  has  done  much  to  achieve  for  us,  as  a 
people,  the  high  character  for  honesty  and  punctu- 
ality which  we  enjoy.  The  infusion  into  our  public 
dealings  of  the  same  spirit,  will  have  a  corresponding 
happy  effect  upon  our  public  character. 

The  balance  which  will  be  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
close  of  the  present  financial  year,  is  not  the  only 
means  applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the  State  debt. 
By  the  sixth  section  of  the  United  States  Bank  char- 
ter act  it  is  provided,  "that  the  said  corporation  shall 
also,  when  required  by  law,  advance  on  permanent 
loan,  any  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  for  each  sum  of  money  so 
loaned,  shall  receive  from  the  Commonwealth,  a  ne- 
gotiable certificate  of  Stock,  re-imbursable  on  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
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eight,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or 
such  other  place  as  the  Legislature  may  hereafter 
designate,  bearing  an  interest  of  either  four  or  five 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  other  place  as  the  Legisla- 
ture may  hereafter  designate,  as  the  law  requiring 
such  loan  may  determine;  and  in  case  the  interest 
shall  be  five  per  cent,  shall  pay  to  the  Commonwealth 
one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  in  money  for  each  hun- 
dred dollars  of  stock." 

This  provision  having,  with  the  rest  of  the  act,  been 
accepted  by  the  stockholders,  is  binding  on  the  Bank, 
and  the  benefit  of  it  to  the  State  is  a  part  of  the  price 
agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  privileges  granted.  It  is 
just  and  proper  that  it  should  be  realized. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed,  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  the  Bank,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
vision just  quoted,  to  loan  to  the  Commonwealth,  at 
such  times  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  proper  au- 
thority, the  sum  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  at  four  jyer 
cent,  to  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  In- 
ternal Improvement  fund,  to  the  purchasing  in  and 
cancelling  of  an  equal  amount  of  certificates  of  five 
per  cent.  State  loan,  at  any  price  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars  in  money  for  one  hundred  dollars  in 
stock. 

By  this  operation,  the  interest  of  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  State  debt  will  be 
extinguished  for  thirty-one  years;  or,  which  is  the 
same,  sixty  thousand  dollars,  being  the  interest  at 
five  per  cent,  on  that  sum,  will  annually  be  saved  to 
the  State  in  the  item  of  interest  on  our  debt. 

The  loan  at  four  per  cent,  without  premium,  is  for 
the  present  preferable  to  that  at  five  per  cent,  with  a 
premium  of  ten  dollars  for  every  hundred,  because  the 
interest  continuing  on  the  latter  the  same  as  that 
now  paid  on  the  State  debt  the  only  present  profit 
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would  be  the  interest  on  the  premiums,  amounting  at 
five  per  cent,  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  annually. 

These  calculations  are  based  upon  the  supposition 
that  par  value  w  ould  be  paid  for  the  State  stock.  It 
may,  however,  possibly  be  obtained  for  less,  and  con- 
sequently the  profit  would  be  greater.  At  present, 
after  deducting  the  proportion  of  interest  due  up  to 
date,  on  the  shorter  State  loans,  their  market  price 
is  something  below  par. 

If  these  means  for  the  reduction  of  the  State  debt 
be  taken,  viz:  The  payment  of  two  million  of  dollars 
out  of  the  Surplus  Kevenue,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  the  interest  on  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  by  the  United  States  Bank  loan,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  next  vear,  the  Treasurv  will  be  relieved 
from  the  payment  of  the  annual  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  leaving  the  whole  amount 
of  interest  payable  annually,  about  one  million  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

During  that  year,  at  a  low  estimate,  the  public 
works  will  vield  one  million  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  thus  leaving  a  balance  of  over  half  a  million, 
after  discharging  all  current  interest.  Such  a  state 
of  things  would  present,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  (1838),  full  encouragement  to  prosecute 
with  vigour  the  improvements  of  the  State. 

Fellow  citizens,  in  thus  fully  stating  my  views  of 
our  financial  condition,  and  the  means  bv  which  its 
present  prosperity  may  be  continued  and  advanced, 
I  have  to  the  best  of  mv  abilitv,  discharged  the  dutv 
imposed  upon  me.  It  is  now  for  you,  who  also  rep- 
resent the  interests  and  honor  of  our  common  con- 
stituents, to  act. 

It  is  an  evidence  of  the  growing  importance  of  this 
great  Commonwealth,  that  her  affairs  engage  so  much 
attention  in  all  quarters,  even  in  foreign  countries. 
If  the  observation  directed  to  her  from  abroad  were 
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in  a  spirit  of  kindness,  or  even  common  justice,  and 
within  the  limits  which  mutual  respect  and  courtesy 
usually  assign  to  interference  in  the  affairs  of  others, 
it  might  be  regarded  with  composure,  if  not  satisfac- 
tion. But  I  regret  to  say,  that  no  such  restraint  is 
attended  to.  All  sorts  of  combatants,  including  high 
officers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
even  hireling  editors  in  foreign  countries,  have  entered 
into  our  proper  State  questions.  While  they  assume 
to  dictate  to  us  what  we  shall  do,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  they  make  a  war  of  calumny  upon  the 
Legislature  and  its  acts,  and  upon  our  whole  char- 
acter, credit  and  resources.  This  intervention  of  for- 
eign auxiliaries  is  the  more  striking,  since  the  aid  of 
a  press  in  London  has  been  especially  employed  to 
destroy  the  confidence  of  capitalists  in  the  integrity 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  solidity  of  her  institutions; 
as  if  with  a  settled  design  to  shake  her  credit  in  the 
chief  money  market  of  the  world,  where  it  has  hither- 
to stood  above  suspicion. 

Whether  these  foreign  intermeddlings,  which 
threaten  us  at  once  with  the  power  of  the  highest  of- 
ficers of  the  General  Government,  and  the  new  ally 
of  a  British  Press,  be  owing  to  a  jealousy  of  the  grow- 
ing greatness  of  Pennsylvania,  to  personal  feelings 
and  views,  regardless  of  patriotic  considerations,  to 
party  plans  and  objects,  to  a  desire  to  strip  our  State 
of  her  advantages,  that  they  may  be  transferred  else- 
where, or  to  the  combined  operations  of  all  these  mo- 
tives, they  are  equally  deserving  of  emphatic  reproba- 
tion. There  is  no  example,  it  is  believed,  of  such  a 
license  in  the  history  of  any  other  State  of  the  Union. 
It  is  derogatory  in  the  highest  degree  to  submit  to 
it.  It  is  impossible  to  say  whether  this  combined  at- 
tack on  our  credit  and  institutions,  has  been  for  the 
purposes  of  pecuniary  speculation,  or  whether  there 
has  been  a  secret  and  mysterious  chain  of  communi- 
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cation,  by  means  of  which  these  hailing  signs  of  evil 
import  have  been  simultaneously  exhibited  at  such 
dilt'erent  and  distant  places,  without  seeming  concert, 
but  with  obviously  certain  intelligence  among  the  in- 
itiated. Let  the  process  be  what  it  may,  Pennsyl- 
vania owes  it  to  herself  to  rebuke  it. 

In  addition  to  the  open  expression  of  her  indig- 
nation, the  offer  to  redeem  eight  millions  of  her  debt 
within  one  year,  and  at  par  value,  will  be  a  sufficient 
pledge  to  her  creditors  of  her  ample  solvency. 

The  Militia  System  presents  a  very  important  and 
interesting  subject  for  Legislative  deliberation.  I  am 
not  among  those  who  judge  of  its  usefulness  or  effi- 
ciency from  the  motley  appearance  of  a  regiment  at 
May  parade.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  all  war- 
like movements  in  time  of  peace  have,  more  or  les-s 
of  an  unnecessary,  if  not  ridiculous  appearance.  It 
is  only  when  the  stern  note  of  the  war-drum  calls  men 
to  defend  their  homes  and  kindred,  that  military  pa- 
rade assumes  the  character  of  sad  necessity.  On  such 
occasions,  during  the  revolution  at  Quebec,  Trenton 
and  Germantown,  and  more  recently  Chippewa  and 
Bridge  water,  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  proved  that 
they  were  not  mere  "summer  soldiers.'^ 

Though  the  Militia  System  is  thus  not  a  system  for 
a  period  of  peace,  but  of  war,  and  therefore  not  to 
be  ridiculed  for  the  effect  of  that  peace  upon  it,  which 
its  existence  secures  to  us,  it  should  nevertheless  be 
as  nearly  adapted  to  peaceful  times  as  is  consistent 
with  an  instant  and  continued  preparedness  for  ser- 
vice. I  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  amend- 
ing the  law  for  regulating  parades,  that  all  useless 
waste  of  time  and  money  may  be  avoided. 

•A  general  and  thorough  Geological  Mineralogical 
examination  of  the  State  was  authorized  by  the  last 
Legislature.  The  performance  of  that  difficult  and 
important  duty  has  been  entrusted  to  Professor  Henry 
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D.  Kogers,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  A  gen- 
tleman whose  high  literary  and  scientific  attainments, 
and  character  for  industry  and  intelligence,  give  the 
best  pledge  of  his  capability.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  the  preparatory  steps  of  the  survey,  during  the 
past  season,  and  has  examined  in  detail,  portions  of 
several  counties,  as  will  appear  by  his  report,  which 
will  shortly  be  laid  before  you. 

No  State  in  the  Union  presents  stronger  induce- 
ment, in  a  mineralogical  point  of  view,  to  the  man  of 
science,  or  judicious  capitalists,  than  our  own.  But 
it  is  not  from  the  amount  of  actual  wealth  which  the 
present  survey  will  undoubtedly  bring  to  light,  that 
the  cemmunity  will  derive  its  best  benefit.  The  re- 
moval of  the  uncertainty  which  no\^  exists  in  many 
quarters,  relative  to  the  existence  of  iron  ore,  coal  and 
other  metals  and  minerals,  and  the  consequent  diminu- 
tion of  wild  and  unfounded  speculation  and  expense, 
will  be  invaluable  in  its  effects  upon  our  morals  and 
business  habits  as  a  people.  Even  to  the  owner  of 
soil  said  to  cover  hidden  treasures,  the  best  event, 
next  to  its  discoverey,  is  the  instant  dissipation  of  the 
delusion.  His  former  regular  and  productive  pur- 
suits will,  in  the  latter  case,  be  resumed,  and  society 
saved  from  the  probable  loss  of  his  usefulness. 

The  duties  enjoined  upon  the  Executive  by  the  "act 
to  fix  the  standards  and  denominations  of  measures 
and  weights,'^  passed  15th  of  April,  1834,  have  not 
yet  been  performed.  A  correspondence  was  opened 
with  the  Franklin  Institute  on  the  subject,  during  the 
late  administration,  and  has  since  been  continued. 
It  is  hoped  that  through  the  agency  of  that  Institu- 
tion, the  necessary  standards  may  yet  be  procured 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  duplicates  of  them  delivered  to  the 
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Commissioners  of  eacli  county,  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
poses prescribed. 

I  have  thus  called  your  attention  to  the  different 
points  that  occurred  to  me  as  deserving  notice.  Many, 
no  doubt,  are  omitted,  which  it  will  afford  me  pleasure 
hereafter  to  communicate,  or  to  act  on  whenever  sug- 
gested by  the  General  Assembly.  I  shall  at  all  times 
be  prepared  to  concur  in  promoting  every  measure 
conducive  to  the  common  good,  and  have  full  con- 
fidence of  being  met  in  the  same  spirit.  Nothing  so 
much  tends  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  government, 
as  harmony  among  its  different  departments;  nor  is 
there  any  means  of  avoiding  collisions,  so  certain,  as 
a  free  and  candid  interchange  of  views,  and  the  dis- 
tinct and  separate  statement  for  adoption  of  each 
measure  requiring  joint  action.  It  has  been,  and  will 
be  my  endeavor  so  to  act.  The  hope  is  entertained 
that  a  similar  line  of  conduct  will  be  adopted  by  the 
Legislature- 

The  practice,  so  common  of  late,  of  presenting  for 
Executive  approbation,  many  and  wholly  distinct  sub- 
jects in  the  same  bill,  is  calculated  unnecessarily  to 
produce  collision,  and  sometimes  to  defeat  measures 
admitted  by  all  to  be  right.  Two  propositions  may 
be  in  the  same  bill  as  presented  to  the  Executive;  one 
of  unquestioned  propriety,  and  the  other  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  render  his  approval  impossible.  In  such 
cases,  the  former  must  fall  with  the  latter  (unless  both 
be  adopted  by  the  constitutional  power  of  two-thirds), 
on  the  ground  that  a  proper  measure,  though  for  the 
present  defeated,  may  easily  be  restored,  whereas,  a 
wrong  step,  once  taken,  is,  in  most  cases  irretrievable. 
An  instance  occurred  during  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature.  Portions  of  a  compound  bill  of  this  kind, 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  the  refusal  to  sign 
imperative,  but  with  them  were  defeated,  other  and 
distinct  enactments  of  sufficient  propriety  to  justify 
their  approval  under  other  circumstances. 
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The  Constitution,  when  it  conferred  the  power  of 
disapi)roval,  evidently  intended  that  every  measure 
of  legislation  should  be  so  presented,  as  that  each 
might  receive  for  and  by  itself,  the  necessary  action. 
Otherwise,  by  going  to  the  opposite  extreme,  legisla- 
tion might  take  such  a  form  as  to  impose  upon  the  Ex- 
ecutive, the  unpleasant  alternative,  either  of  sanction- 
ing a  measure  clearly  unconstituional  and  improper, 
or  of  defeating,  with  it,  a  bill  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  welfare  of  the  State. 

In  closing  my  remarks,  I  cannot  forbear  the  ex- 
pression of  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse, for  the  peace,  healthfulness  and  prosperity, 
which  has  blessed  us  as  a  people,  during  the  past  year. 
A  partial  failure  of  the  wheat  crop  occurred  in  some 
counties  of  the  State,  but  the  wise  ordering  of  Provi- 
dence, by  increasing  the  produce  of  other  crops,  has 
obviated  the  danger  of  want.  The  season,  on  the 
whole,  has  been  a  plentiful  and  profitable  one  for  the 
farmer  and  man  of  business.  There  will,  it  is  feared, 
be  distress  during  the  winter,  among  those  whose 
means  or  foresight  did  not  enable  them  to  provide  for 
its  many  wants ;  but  their  necessities,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  will  not  be  seen  in  vain  by  their  more  for- 
tunate fellow  citizens. 

It  formed  the  most  delightful  part  of  my  official 
duty,  during  the  summer,  to  visit  many  of  the  coun- 
ties, and  examine  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  pub- 
lic works.  The  Commonwealth  was  found  to  be  filled 
with  a  happy  and  flourishing  population^  and  the  lines 
of  improvement  intended  for  their  accommodation, 
appeared  to  be  under  as  good  management,  and  in 
as  perfect  repair  as  a  concern  so  extensive  and  com- 
plicated would  admit. 

In  this  attempt  to  acquire  a  more  full  knowledge  of 
the  character  and  wants  of  a  community,  whose  dear- 
est interests  have  been,  in  a  measure,  committed  to 
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my  care,  I  beheld  much  to  be  proud  of  as  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  and  to  warm  the  heart  as  a  man. 

In  no  part  of  the  State,  was  this  more  the  case  than 
in  Philadelphia.  I  allude  not  to  the  commercial  pros- 
perity and  increasing  trade  of  that  growing  and  busy 
city.  These  she  only  enjoys  in  common  with,  and  as 
the  consequence  of  those  of  the  rest  of  the  Common- 
wealth. But  to  the  noble  institutions  which  reflect 
so  much  credit  on  her  citizens.  A  great  city  is  said 
to  be  a  great  evil.  But  he  who  spends  a  week  in  her 
hospitals,  her  alms  houses,  her  schools  and  her  col- 
leges, her  deaf  and  dumb,  and  blind,  and  widows'  and 
orphans'  asylums;  her  house  of  refuge  for  young  and 
destitute  offenders,  and  her  penitentiaries  for  the  re- 
formation, as  well  as  punishment  of  old  culprits,  will 
confess  that  her  portion  of  evil  is,  as  far  as  human  ex- 
ertion can  accomplish  it,  amply  redeemed. 

But  when  the  mind  passes  over  the  whole  State, 
and  looks  from  what  Pennsylvania  is,  to  what  she 
may  become,  the  prospect  is  in  the  highest  degree 
cheering.  Cultivate  her  mental  energies*,  guard  her 
morals,  render  the  laws  supreme  over  all,  develop  her 
physical  resources,  and  sustain  her  just  rights  and 
long  cherished  principles,  and  she  will  continue,  no 
matter  what  pressure  is  placed  upon  it,  what  she  long 
has  been  called,  the  Keystone  of  the  Federal  Arch. 
She  seeks  no  leading  place — no  undue  prominence  in 
the  national  band;  but  if  her  sons  betray  her  not,  her 
moral  solidity,  her  numbers,  her  wealth,  and  her 
power,  will  always  from  the  strongest  bond  of  that 
union  which  she  loves  to  support. 

JOSEPH  RITNEK. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Dec.  6,  1836. 


334  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Senate  with  Documents  from  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners  Proposing  the  Substitution 
of  Steam  .Power  at  a  Certain  Point  with  a  Com- 
ment  on  Humanity  to  Animals. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  Jan.  16,  1837. 
Sir: 

HEREWITH,  IS  TBANSMITTED  A  COMMUNI- 
cation  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners, 
accompanied  with  documents  relating  to  a  propo- 
sition, to  substitute  steam  for  horse  power,  on  the 
level  of  the  Philadelphia  rail- way,  between  the  city 
and  the  foot  of  the  Schuylkill  inclined  plane. 

Permit  me  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  early 
and  favorable  attention  of  the  Legislature.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  the  interests  of  the  State  and  her 
citizens,  engaged  in  the  business  of  transportation  re- 
quire the  change.  The  feelings  of  humanity  also  de- 
mand that  the  substitution  should  be  made.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult,  even  with  the  best  system  of  reg- 
ulation, to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  animals  employed 
on  this  portion  of  the  road.  Happily,  these  reasons 
for  the  measure  are  strengthened  by  the  comparative 
statement  of  the  two  kinds  of  powers,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Superinten 
dent  of  Transportation. 

JOS.    RITNER. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Delegates 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1838. 

Pennsylvania  s^. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 


NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in 
and  by  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, entitled  "An 
Act  providing  for  the  call 
of  a  Convention  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  thereof  for  their  ratification  or 
rejection,"  passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  An- 
no Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  on  receiving  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion, held  on  the  first  Friday  in  November  last,  for 
delegates  to  the  said  convention  from  the  respective 
sheriffs,  to  submit  the  same  to  the  Governor,  who  upon 
summing  up  and  ascertaining  the  number  of  votes 
given  for  each  and  every  person  so  returned  as  voted 
for  as  delegate,  shall  thereupon  declare,  by  proclama- 
tion, the  names  of  the  personsi  duly  chosen  and  elected 
delegates  to  the  Convention :  And  Whereas  it  appears 
by  the  returns  received  as  aforesaid,  that  the  names 
of  the  persons  duly  chosen  and  elected  delegates  to  the 
said  Convention  are  as  follows,  viz:  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
James  McSherry,  Walter  Forward,  Matthew,  Hender- 
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son,  H.  G.  Rogers,  Andrew  Bayne,  Harmar  Denny, 
William  Ayres,  William  Curll,  John  Dickey,  Daniel 
Agnew,  John  Clark,  Jacob  Barndollar,  Andrew  J. 
Kline,  James  M.  Russel,  John  Bitter,  George  M.  Keim, 
James  Donegan,  William  High,  Mark  Darragh,  Na- 
thaniel Clapp,  Almon  H.  Read,  E.  T.  McDowell,  John 
Hoiipt,  Samuel  Carey,  Phineas  Jenks,  Samuel  A.  Pur-- 
viance,  William  Smyth,  William  Darlington,  Morgan 
J.  Thomas,  Matthias  Pennypacker,  John  Chandler,  Ez- 
ra S.  Hayhunst,  George  Smith,  David  M.  Farrelly, 
George  Shellits,  Daniel  Saeger,  Richard  M.  Grain, 
David  Nevin,  William  Clark,  William  Henderson, 
Jacob  B.  Weidman,  George  Serrill,  Thomas  H.  Sill, 
James  Pollock,  William  L.  Miller,  David  Gilmore,  John 
Fuller,  George  Chambers,  Joseph  Snively,  Jamesi  Dun- 
lop,  Levi  Merkle,  Samuel  Cleavinger,  Samuel  Royer, 
Cornelius  Crum,  James  Todd,  James  Clark,  Thomas 
Hastings,  Orlo  J.  Hamlin,  Dan  Caldwell,  Ephraim 
Banks,  John  Cummin,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Lindley 
Coates,  Richard  E.  Cochran,  Joseph  Konigmacher, 
Henrj^  G.  Long,  Emanuel  C.  Reigart,  William  Heister, 
Charles  A.  Barnitz,  James  Porter,  George  Seltzer, 
Jacob  Dillinger,  Joseph  Fry,  Jun.,  William  Brown, 
William  S wetland,  Andrew  Bedford,  George  W.  Wood- 
ward, John  A.  Gamble,  Thomas  Taggart,  Robert  Flem- 
ing, Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  James  Montgomery,  John 
B.  Sterigere,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Tobias  Sellers,  Thomas  S. 
Bell,  David  Lyons,  Henry  Sheetz,  James  M.  Porter, 
James  Kennedy,  William  Overfield,  William  Gearhart, 
Alexander  Magee,  William  P.  MaClay,  James  Merrill, 
John  Sergeant,  James  C.  Biddle,  William  M.  Meredith, 
Joseph  Hopkinson,  Thomas  J.  Cope,  Charles  Chauncey, 
John  M.  Scott,  Matthias  W.  Baldwin,  Joseph  R.  Chan- 
dler, Charles  T.  IngersoU,  Joseph  M.  Doran,  Thomas 
Earle,  Thomas  Weaver,  Abraham  Helfenstein, 
Charles  Brown,  Peirce  Butler,  John  J.  McCahen, 
George  W.  Riter,  John  Foulkrod,  Benjamin  Martin, 
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Robert  G.  White,  Jacob  Krebs,  Joshua  F.  Cox,  Rob 
ert  Young,  Jabez  H3  de.  Christian  Myers,  Joshua  Dick 
erson,  Thomas  McCall,  Walter  Craig,  Aaron  Kerr 
George  L.  Crawford,  John  G.  Barclay,  Lebbeus  L 
Bigelow,  Virgil  Grenell,  Samuel  C.  Bonham,  Jacob 
Stickel,  and  John  R.  Donnell. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  proclamation,  de- 
claring those  above  written  to  be  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons duly  chosen  and  elected  delegates  to  the  said 
Convention,  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  nineteenth  day  of  January 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
first. 

By  the  Governor, 

The.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the    Senate    Concerning   the    Extension   of   the 

Franking  Privilege. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  Jan.  27th,  1837. 
'Sir : 

I  HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
Maryland,  and  herewith  transmit  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  relative  to  an  increase  of 
the  franking  privilege. 

In  thus  complying  with  the  request  of  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislature  of  Maryland,  permit  me  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  the  propriety  of  taking 

measures  to  procure  the  extension  of  the  privilege 
22— Vol.  VI— 4th  Ser. 
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in  question,  to  all  common  school  letters.  No  subject 
has  a  fairer  claim  on  the  fostering  care  of  the  General 
Government.  If  it  is  proper  to  promote  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge  in  the  department  of  newspapers  and 
other  periodicals,  there  can  be  no  objection  against 
facilitating  the  operations  of  that  kind  of  instruction, 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  learning.  The 
annual  postage  of  the  common  school  system  in  the 
Department  of  State,  now  amounts  to  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  will  increase. 

JOS.  KITNER. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To   the   Senate   Concerning   Certain   Improvements 
Recommended  by  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

Executive  Department^    ' 
Harrisburg,  Feb.  6,  1837. 
Sir: 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  A  COMMUNICATION 
of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  accompa- 
nied with  the  documents  therein  named,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

The  one,  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  construction 
of  the  proposed  bridge  over  the  Susquehanna,  at  Dun- 
can's Island,  by  the  proper  Engineer.  Permit  me 
to  recommend  the  making  of  the  necessary  appropria- 
tion, to  your  early  attention.  If  prompt  measures  be 
noAv  taken,  it  is  hoped  that  the  bridge  may  be  com- 
pleted for  use,  by  the  spring  of  1838. 

The  other  document,  is  the  report  of  the  Engineer, 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  avoiding 
the  Schuylkill  inclined  plane  of  the  Columbia  and 
riiiladelphia  Rail  road.  It  appears  to  me  that  some 
further  and  more  rigid  examination  should  be  made  of 
the  ground  in  that  neighborhood,  for  the  discovery 
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of  a  shorter  and  cheaper  route,  before  the  expenditure 
of  a  million,  or  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  is  au- 
thorized, to  accomplish  the  object  in  view,  if  so  great 
an  expense  should  be  at  all  incurred,  which,  to  my 
mind,  is  very  doubtful. 

JOS.   EITNER. 

[D(X:UMENTS  OMITTED.] 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
James  Pnrcel,  of  Centre  County,  charged  with 
the  Murder  of  Thomas  Casey. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received 
authentic  information  that 
a  certain  James  Parcel,  late 
of  Centre  County,  in  the 
said  Commonwealth,  stands 
charged  with  having  fel- 
oniously killed  and  mur- 
dered a  certain  Thomas  Ca- 
sey, of  the  Township  of  Bald  Eagle,  in  the  County 
aforesaid,  on  the  thirteenth  dav  of  Februarv,  instant, 
at  or  about  the  hour  of  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  having  fled  from  justice,  all  efforts  to  arrest  him 
by  the  officers  of  justice  have  hitherto  proved  inef- 
fectual; And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  and  the 
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obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the 
perpetrator  of  an  offence  so  heinous,  should  be  brought 
to  speedy  and  condign  punishment;  I  have  therefore 
thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  of- 
fering a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the  said  fugitive  with- 
in the  county  of  Centre,  and  secure  him  in  the  jail  of 
the  said  county;  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars, 
if  the  said  offender  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured 
in  the  jail  of  any  other  county  of  this  commonwealth, 
or  if  he  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  without  the 
limits  of  the  state.  Which  sum  will  be  paid  on  the 
conviction  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 
And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  consta- 
bles and  othtr  officers  within  this  commonwealth,  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vig- 
ilant in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  the  al- 
leged perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirtv-seven,  and  of  the  commonwealth  the 
sixty-first. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Said  Purcel  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height, 
thick  set,  round,  full  face,  a  little  freckled,  dark  hair, 
dark  eyes,  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-five  years  old; 
lively  in  his  actions,  answers  quick,  has  a  dimple  on 
his  chin.  Is  an  Irishman;  has  been  employed  on  the 
North  and  West  Branch  and  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware canals. 
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Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Martin  Loyer,  Henry  Loyer,  John  Lupton,  and 
George  Newton,  charged  with  Rape. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth   of 
"^  Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 

NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

the  Borough  of  Harrisburg, 
in  the  said  Commonwealth,  did  upon  the  said  Mon- 
day night  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Borough  fel- 
oniously ravish  and  carnally  know  a  certain  Mary  Ann 
Kidman  against  her  will,  and  having  fled  from  justice, 
all  efforts  to  .arrest  them  bv  the  oflicers  of  Justice 
have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual;  And  Whereas,  the 
reputation  of  the  government,  the  peace  and  security 
of  its  citizens  and  the  obligations  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity require  that  the  perpetrators  of  an  offence  so 
heinous,  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign  pun- 
ishment. I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
apprehend  each  or  either  of  the  said  fugitives  and  se- 
cure them  in  the  jail  of  any  county  in  this  State;  and 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  or  either  of 
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theni;  if  the  said  offenders  shall  be  apprehended  and 
secured  without  the  limits  of  thisi  state;  which  sum 
will  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  or 
perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid.  And  all  Judges, 
Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Constables,  and  other  of- 
ficers within  this  Commonwealth,  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring 
after,  and  bringing  to  Justice  the  alleged  perpetrators 
of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sixty-first. 

By  the  Governor. 

Tho.  H.  Burr  owes, 

Sec'y  of  the  Common'th. 

Henry  Loyer  is  about  23  years  of  age,  about  six  feet 
high,  dark  hair,  large  mouth,  ruddy  complexion,  and 
stoop-shouldered — a  butcher  by  trade,  and  very  in- 
temperate. 

Martin  Loyer  about  5  feet  8  inches  high,  dark  hair, 
thick  set;  a  butcher  and  painter  by  trade;  about  19 
or  20  years  of  age. 

John  Lupton  alias  English,  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  about  21  years  of  age,  light  complexion,  rather 
pale,  heavy  made,  had  on  a  Green  Cassinet  rounda- 
bout. 

George  Morton,  about  18  or  20  years  of  age,  about 
5  feet  8  in.  high,  had  on  a  pair  of  striped  Cassinet 
pantaloons  and  blue  roundabout. 
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To  the  Senate  Transmitting  a  Letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  Manager  of  the  West  Philadelphia  Rail- 
road Company,  with  Comments  Thereon. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  March  4,   1837. 
Sir: 

HEREWITH  IS  TRANSMITTED  FOR  THE  USE 
of  the  Legislature,  a  communication  from  the 
President  and  Managers  of  tlie  West  Phila- 
delphia Rail  Road  Company,  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  Henry  R.  Campbell,  on  the  avoidance  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill inclined  plane,  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Colum- 
bia rail-road. 

The  document  points  out  certain  omissions  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  which  authorized 
the  survey,  and  discrepancies  between  the  report  and 
former  statements,  made  by  the  same  Engineer,  while 
in  the  employ  of  the  company. 

When  the  report  of  Mr.  Campbell,  to  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, was  laid  before  the  Legislature,  a  short 
time  ago,  I  took  occasion  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  authorizing  a  further  and  more  rigid  examination 
of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plane,  before  any 
work  should  be  commenced.  I  was  led  to  do  so,  from 
the  vagueness  of  the  report,  and  b}^  the  impression 
which  I  still  entertain,  that  a  shorter  and  cheaper 
route  might  be  discovered,  than  any  which  it  de- 
scribes. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  the  recommendation,  and  to 
say,  that,  tho'  no  time  should  be  lost  in  accomplishing 
the  avoidance  of  the  inclined  plane,  yet,  it  should  not 
be  undertaken  upon  a  survey  and  report,  over  which 
hangs  the  slightest  shadow  of  doubt. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Campbell,  to  the  duty  in 
the  first  instance,  appears  to  have  been  proper,  he 
having,  at  the  time,  the  charge  of  a  company  road  on 
each  side  of  that  portion  of  the  State  road,  viz:   The 
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Valley  road  and  the  West  Philadelphia  Rail  Road, 
froiu  which,  the  conclusions  were  natural,  that  the  sur- 
vey could  be  made  with  greater  ease  and  experience 
by  him,  than  any  other  Engineer;  but  circumstances 
which  have  since  transpired,  render  it  proper  both  in 
justice  to  the  public  and  Mr.  Campbell,  that  a  re-ex- 
amination should  take  place,  of  the  whole  ground,  by 
an  officer  entirely  disconnected  from  the  feelings  and 
interests  of  the  section  of  the  country  concerned,  be- 
fore the  State  is  embarked  in  this  work. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  a  Delegate  to  fill  a 
Vacancy  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1838. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
fNER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of 
an  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Common- 
wealth, entitled  "An  Act 
supplementary  to  an  Act  en- 
titled ^An  Act  providing  for 
the  call  of  a  convention  to 
propose  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  to  be  submitted  to  the  people 
thereof  for  their  ratification  or  rejection,'  passed  the 
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twenty-niiitli  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirtj-six/'  an  election  was  held  on  the  sev- 
enteenth instant  in  the  counties  of  Union,  Mifflin  and 
Juniata  for  the  choice  of  a  delegate  to  said  Conven- 
tion to  supply  the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of 
Dan  Caldwell,  late  a  delegate-elect  for  said  district: 
And  Whereas,  the  said  Act  provides  that  "it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  on 
receiving  the  returns  of  the  said  election  to  submit 
the  same  to  the  Governor  who  upon  summing  up  and 
ascertaining  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each  and 
every  person  so  returned  as  voted  for  as  delegate,  shall 
thereupon  declare  by  proclamation  the  name  of  the 
person  duly  chosen  and  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Con- 
vention to  supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid":  And  Where- 
as, it  appears  by  the  returns  received  as  aforesaid  that 
the  name  of  the  person  duly  chosen  and  elected  a  dele- 
gate to  sufiply  the  said  vacancy  is  William  L.  Harris : 
I^ow  Therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  de- 
claring William  L.  Harris  to  be  the  name  of  the  per- 
son duly  chosen  and  elected  a  delegate  to  the  said 
Convention  to  supplj^  the  vacancy  aforesaid. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
first. 

Bv  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Proclamation  with  Reference  to  the  Financial  Situa- 
tion of  1837. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Kitner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
^Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  KIT- 
'NER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 


I 


'^<1?V'< 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  general  sus- 
pension of  the  payment  of 
gold  and  silver  for  their 
notes,  by  the  Banks  of  the 
I  country  presents  a  crisis  in 
our  pecuniary  affairs  which 
demands  the  most  serious 
consideration.  And  Where- 
as, it  has  been  represented  to  me,  by  many  citizens, 
that  the  Legislature  should  be  convened  at  an  early 
period,  or  that  some  other  measure  should  be  adopted, 
to  allay  the  uneasiness  which  pervades  the  public 
mind,  and  to  obtain  relief  under  the  sudden  embar- 
rassment that  has  fallen  upon  us:  Therefore,  I  have 
thought  it  right  to  issue  this  Proclamation  for  the 
purpose  of  declaring  among  other  things  that  upon 
mature  deliberation,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  present  to  convoke  the 
Legis'lature:  Because  the  evils  under  which  the  good 
people  of  this  Commonwealth  labor,  have  not  been 
produced  by  the  action  of  the  Government  of  this 
State,  but  mainly  by  the  unnecessary  and  unauthor- 
ized action  of  the  General  Government  with  the  cur- 
rency  and  monied  transactions  of  the  country:  And 
therefore  the  constituted  authorities  of  Pennsylvania 
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cannot  now,  by  any  active  measure  arrest  or  materially 
mitigate  the  misfortune;  Relief  must  come  from  the 
same  source  with  the  inquiry:  Because,  all  the  meas- 
ures which  have  been  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the 
State  Legislature  to  meet  the  emergency,  would,  in 
ray  opinion,  rather  increase  than  diminish  the  real 
difficulties  of  our  condition.  Authority  to  the  Banks 
to  issue  notes  of  denominations  less  than  f5  would  be 
the  infliction  of  a  great  permanent  evil,  to  alleviate  a 
temporary  embarrassment,  and  would  only  be  the 
su])stitution  of  the  lower  denominations  of  a  circu- 
lating medium  for  the  higher  denominations  of  the 
same,  witluiut  withdrawing  any  of  the  latter  from  cir- 
culation, or  giving  to  the  one  any  stronger  claims 
on  public  conlidence  than  the  other,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  aggregate  amount  of  Bank  notes  without  in- 
creasing the  amount  of  the  specie  or  property  repre- 
sented, and  thus  inevitably  depreciating  the  actual 
valae  of  the  existing  representative  currency.  The 
passage  of  a  law  to  save  the  forfeiture  of  the  char- 
ters to  which  the  Banks  will  become  subject  by  con- 
tinuing to  refuse  specie  for  their  notes  would  only  in- 
crease and  render  more  lasting  the  mischief.  The  in- 
stant result,  would  in  all  probability,  be  a  vast  and 
ruinous  increase  of  the  Bank  note  circulations,  a  cor- 
respondent diminution  of  its  real  value,  a  dangerous 
facility  of  obtaining  bank  loans,  a  sudden  rise  in  the 
nominal  value  of  all  kinds  of  property,  a  further  in- 
crease of  the  mad  spirit  of  speculation  and  finally,  the 
incurring  of  a  real  amount  of  debt  which  must  after- 
wards be  paid  in  hard  money — dollar  for  dollar — to 
the  ruin  of  thousands.  The  passage  of  a  law  for  the 
stay  of  execution  in  case  of  debt,  besides  aggravating 
the  evils  just  named,  would  accustom  our  citizens  to 
a  disregard  for  the  obligations  of  law  and  for  punctu- 
ality in  their  dealings,  and  would  beget  a  familiarity 
with  the  dependence  of  indebtedness  wholly  incon- 
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sistent  with  the  character  of  Pennsylvania  citizens. 
For  these  reasons  I  deem  it  inexpedient  for  the  pres- 
ent to  convene  the  Legislature.  The  main  object, 
then,  of  this  Proclamation,  is  to  address  the  patriot- 
ism, the  good  sense  and  the  interest  of  the  citizens 
who  direct  the  different  Banks  of  the  Commonwealth, 
in  their  hands  are  placed  by  this  strange  and  sudden 
catastrophe,  to  a  great  extent  the  present  control  of 
our  prosperity.  But  fortunately  for  the  community, 
the  forfeiture  or  confirmation  of  the  charters  of  those 
institutions  will  depend  upon  the  estimate  which  pub- 
lic opinion  for  the  next  six  months,  will  form  of  the 
use  which  shall  be  made  of  the  power  which  circum 
stances  have  thus  given;  if  a  reckless  pursuit  of  profit 
and  a  disregard  for  the  w^elfare  of  society  should  lead 
to  a  sudden  and  injurious  increase  of  bank  issues,  the 
next  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  an  injured  com- 
munity will  undoubtedly  visit  the  full  penalty  of  the 
law  on  the  faithless  agents.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
an  honest  and  patriotic  application  of  the  power  now 
possessed  by  them  shall  prevent  the  apprehended  evils, 
and  shall  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  restore  the 
currency  to  its  recently  healthy  condition,  acts  under 
other  circumstances  unlawful,  but  thus  proved  to 
have  been  compelled  only  by  urgent  necessity,  and 
thus  followed  by  no  sinister  perversion  of  power,  will 
bevond  a  doubt  be  confirmed.  To  effect  this  desirable 
and  just  result  no  exertions  will  be  spared  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, at  the  proper  juncture.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  shall  take  care,  through  the  power  vested  in  the 
Auditor  General,  to  keep  the  public  and  the  Legis- 
lature when  it  shall  meet,  informed  of  the  amount 
of  issues  and  of  the  other  transactions  of  the  Bank 
should,  after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in- 
crease the  amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation,  it  will 
be  most  important  the  people's  representatives,  who 
will  have  before  them  the  question  of  annulling  or 
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coniirming  the  Charters,  should  be  aware  of  the  fact. 
And  finally,  it  is  the  object  of  this  Proclamation,  sol- 
emnly to  call  upon  every  citizen  in  the  name  of  his 
own  and  the  public  good,  to  sustain  the  honor  and 
credit  of  the  State  and  of  her  institutions  at  the  pres- 
ent crisis.  Let  prudence  and  firmness  be  exerted  by 
each  in  his  own  sphere  and  there  is  no  danger.  The 
Banks  are  believed  to  be  abundantly  able  to  meet  all 
their  liabilities.  The  only  danger  is  to  be  found  in 
rashness  and  excitement.  It  is  evident  that  the  pres- 
ent difiiculty  does  not  arise  from  any  great  inherent 
defect  in  our  currency,  but  from  an  error  in  its  manage- 
ment. The  National  Government,  with  an  unparal- 
leled surplus  of  means  cannot  pay  its  debts  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country;  our  own  State,  with  un- 
failing resources  and  increased  facilities  to  promote 
and  accommodate  internal  trade  and  business  is  dis- 
appointed in  her  reasonable  expectation  of  an  increase 
in  the  income  of  her  public  works  over  that  of  last 
year.  Our  farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  in  the  full  tide  of  profitable  industry  and 
enterprise,  are  suddenly  paralyzed  in  all  their  efforts, 
and  the  whole  machinery  of  busy  life  stands  still, 
without  pestilence,  dearth  or  war,  or  the  agency  of 
any  other  great  domestic  calamity,  which  usually  pro- 
duces such  results.  It  must  therefore  be  that  some 
error  in  the  management  of  that  currency  built  on 
the  mutual  confidence  which  heretofore  raised  our 
country  to  unparalleled  prosperity,  has  produced  the 
present  momentary  stagnation;  it  will  also  be  found 
that  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  American  citi- 
zens will  soon  discover  and  apply  the  remedy,  and 
that  the  error  will  be  retrieved;  nothing  is  required; 
nothing  is  in  the  power  of  Pennsylvania  but  steady 
coolness  during  the  emergency.  The  occasion  will 
not  be  without  its  good  effects,  among  which  will  be 
the  opportunity,  presented  to  the  next  Legislature, 
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to  impose  upon  our  banking  system  such  guards  and 
restrictions  as  present  experience  will  point  out  for 
the  benefit  of  the  future;  in  the  meantime  let  the 
Banks  go  on  steadily  without  oppressing  their  debt- 
ors or  seeking  undue  profit  to  themselves  by  increas- 
ing their  notes  in  circulation,  and  let  a  general  and 
generous  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  the  Banks  be 
cherished  by  the  citizens,  and  all  will  be  well. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  iSeal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty- 
first. 

By  the  Governor. 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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^Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
John  Rox  charged  with  the  Murder  of  Patrick 
Kelly. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 

thoritv  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

^^^^^W         Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 

HH^^^^^BB  NER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 

^S^MB^T   wealth. 

♦PETITIONS  FOR  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Philadelphia,  August  26th,  1837. 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Ritner,  Esq.,  Gov'r,  Penn'a: 
Dear  Sir: 

On  the  morning-  of  the  24th  inst.  an  Inquest  was  held  on  the  Body  of 
Patrick  Kelly,  white  man,  aged  about  45  or  50  years,  residing  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Kensington,  Countj'  of  Philadelphia.  It  appears  on  Evidence  be- 
fore the  Ccroner'i  Jury  that  on  the  night  of  the  23rd  inst.  the  Deceased  was 
met  in  one  of  the  streets  in  Kensington  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  John 
Rox  and  by  the  said  John  Rox  assaulted  with  a  club  or  some  other  instru- 
ment and  by  the  Blows  received  from  said  Rox,  the  Deceased  had  his  Scull 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 

^judjjte.       ^  Whereas  I  have  received 

authentic  information  that 
on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  August  last,  a  cer- 
tain Patrick  Kelly,  white 
man,  aged  about  45  or  50 
3'ears,  residing  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Kensington,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  was  met  in  one  of  the  streets 
in  the  said  district  by  a  certain  John  Rox,  of  Ken- 
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Fractured    and    his    Body    much    injured — thereby    causing    Death — the    said 
Patrick   Kelly  lived   till  the  following  morning  and   expired. 

An  Inquest  was  held  on  the  Body  and  the  Coroner's  Jury  Brought  in  the 
Following-  Verdict:  That  the  said  Patrick  Kelly  came  to  his  Death  by  Blows 
inflicted  upon  his  head  with  a  club  or  some  other  instrument  by  a  person 
by  the  name  of  John  Rox,  said  Rox  lives  in  Kensington.  John  Rox  is  rep- 
resented to  me  as  a  Dangerous  and  wicked  man,  and  that  the  assault  made 
by  Rox  oa  the  person  of  Kelly  was  without  provocation  on  the  part  of  Kelly. 
I  have  thereupon  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  this  un- 
fortunate transaction,  and  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  you  to  offer 
a  suitable  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  the  said  John  Rox  and  Bringing 
him  tc  public  Justice. 

I  have  spoken  to  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia  and  he  told  me  as  the  affair 
took  place  in  the  County  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  offer  a  reward. 

I  then  si)oke  to  the  Mayor  of  the  Northern  Liberty  and  was  told  by  his 
Honour  that  he  had  not  Funds  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  reward.  In  ■ 
conspquerce  I  have  thought  proper  to  address  you  this  Letter  for  your  con- 
sideration. John  Rox  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  six  feet  high,  stout  made, 
Light  con-plexion.  Expression  dnd  Speech  Quick,  and  is  a  man  of  some 
property  say  about  $6,000  worth. 

Very  respectfully  Tours, 

JAMES  GREGORY, 
Coroner,    City   and  County,    Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,    Sep'r  28th,  1837. 
To  his  Excellency,   Joseph  Ritner,  Esq.: 
Dear  Sir: 

Tour  Letter  of  2Sth  came  duly  to  hand  and  I  deferred  to  answer  it  till  now 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  more  Information  on  the  Subject.  Testerday,  Mr. 
Daniel  Fitler  and  some  other  gentlemen  was  at  my  house  (they  were  citizens 
of  Kensington)  and  I  asked  Mr.  Fitler  what  was  the  general  character  of 
John  Rox— he  made  answer  that  Rox  was  a  Dangerous  man— and  that  he 
had  killed  t>vo  men  previous  to  the  killing  of  Patrick  Kelly,  and  that  the 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Kensington  was  very  anxious  that  a  reward  should 
be  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  Rox,,  who  is  now  and  has  been  since  the 
Deed  was  done  a  Fugitive  from  Justice.  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the  con- 
stables of  Kensington  that  Rox  was  pursued  as  far  as  Easton,  Pehn.,  and 
then  lost  sight  of.  Mr.  Fitler  told  me  yesterday  that  about  two  weeks  ago 
Rox  was  seen  about  the  neighborhood  of  his  own  house.  I  was  told  that  the 
officers  have  made  some  Exertions  to  arrest  said  Rox  and  that  the  fees  of 
oflnce  are  not  adequate  to  the  Duty  and  Expense  that  they  have  been  at. 
The  Evidence  in  the  Coroner's  Jury  was  Positive  that  John  Rox  struck  the 
Blow  and  that  the  Blow  was  given  without  Provocation,  and  caused  the 
Death  of  said  Patrick  Kelly.    The  Verdict  of  the  Jury  was:    that  the  said 
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sington,  aforesaid;  that  the  said  John  Rox  then  and 
there  inflicted  blowsi  with  a  club  or  other  instrument 
on  the  head  and  body  of  the  said  Patrick  Kelly,  which 
caused  the  death  of  the  said  Patrick  Kelly  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning;  and  that  the  said  John  Rox  is  still 
at  large  and  having  fled  from  justice,  all  efforts  to  ar- 
rest him  by  the  officers  of  justice  have  hitherto  proved 
ineffectual;  And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  and 
the  obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require  that 
the  perpetrators  of  an  offence  so  heinous,  should  be 
brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment;  I  have 
therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  proclamation, 
hereby  offering  a  reward  of  One  hundred  dollars  to 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the  said 
fugitive  and  secure  him  in  the  jail  of  any  county  in 
this  Commonwealth  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars if  he  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  without 
the  lindts  of  this  State;  which  sum  will  be  paid  on 
the  conviction  of  the  perpetrator  of  the  crime  afore- 
said. And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  coroners,  con- 
stables and  other  officers  within  this  Commonwealth, 
are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and 
vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice 
the  alleged  perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

Patrick  Kelly  came  to  his  Death  by  a  Blow  or  Blows  Inflicted  by  one  John 
Rox  with  an  Instrument  supposed  to  be  of  wood.  It  appeared  that  Kelly  and 
Rox  had  been  in  c(.mpany  and  had  a  few  words,  that  Rox  went  home  or  to 
some  other  place  and  came  back  in  about  twelve  minutes,  came  up  to 
Kelly  and  struck  him,  the  said  Kelly  over  the  head  (thought  by  some  persons 
to  have  been  an  axe  handle).  This  took  place  in  the  evening  and  Kelly  died 
the  next  day.  I  have  been  repeatedly  asked  whj'^  a  reward  has  not  been 
offered  and  have  given  for  an  answer  that  the  Governor  was  from  Harris- 
burg on  a  tour  of  Inspection,  and  I  presumed  did  not  get  my  Letter  on  the 
Subject. 
For  the  Description  of  the  person  of  Rox,  please  see  my  former  Letter. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  friend, 
JAMES  GREGORY,  Coroner. 
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iiuudred,  and  thirty-seven,  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
the  sixty-second. 

By  the  Governor. 

J.  Wallace, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

N.  B.  Description — John  Box  is  about  forty  years  of 
age;  six  feet  high,  stout  made,  light  complexion,  and 
quick  of  speech  and  expression. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1837. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  COMMUNICATING  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE 
the  general  condition  of  the  Commonwealth  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  it  is  my  gratefuly  duty  to  ac- 
know^ledge^  that  throughout  all  its  changes  the  wise 
guardianship  of  a  merciful  Providence  has  been  vis- 
ibly extended  over  us  as  a  people.  The  designs  of 
man's  short  sighted,  but  boasted  wisdom,  have  sown 
distrust  and  ruin  wide  over  the  land;  but  in  Pennsyl- 
vania the  restraining  care  of  the  Ruler  of  nations  has 
still  been  at  hand  to  mitigate  the  evil.  While  want 
of  confidence  and  of  employment,  and  a  consequent 
general  stagnation  of  business,  were  prostrating  the 
energies  of  the  Union,  our  crops  grew  and  were  ma- 
tured in  abundance — our  citizens  were  generally  em- 
ployed and  remunerated  for  their  labor — our  enter- 
prises, public  and  private,  if  not  quite  so  successful 
as  was  anticipated,  have  neither  failed  entirely  nor 
materially  retrograded,  and  good  order,  health  and 
happiness,  have  blessed  the  State.  The  evils  under 
which  others  groaned  fell  lightly  on  us,  and  have,  it 
's  hoped,  already  accomplished  their  worst.     Our  grat- 
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itude  should  therefore  be  deep  and  publicly  acknow- 
ledged. 

In  performing  the  duty  now  before  me,  it  would  be 
criminal  to  treat  lightly,  or  even  for  a  moment  post- 
pone, the  subject  which  absorbs  the  attention  of 
all.  With  the  public  mind  sensitively  aroused  to 
it,  the  proper  treatment  of  any  matter  becomes  ex- 
tremely ditificult.  But  when  the  delicate  subject  of 
the  currency  is  the  one  thus  circumstanced,  the  dif- 
ficulty is  greatly  enhanced.  Still,  a  sincere  desire 
and  a  firm  determination,  to  consult  alone  the  good 
of  the  country,  will  lead  the  patriot  through  every 
difficulty  and  enable  him  to  accomplish  much  that  at 
first  view  appeared  hopeless*.  In  this  spirit  permit 
me  to  invoke  the  co-operation  of  the  Legislature  in 
devising  and  adopting  whatever  may  be  found  within 
the  province  of  our  power  for  the  relief  of  the  com- 
munity. ' 

The  distinctive  characteristic  of  the  present  cen- 
tury is  an  enlarged  degree  of  civil  liberty,  coupled 
with  a  liberal  and  all-pervading  commerce.  In  the 
early  and  less  civilized  ages,  man  subsisted  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  chase — the  flock  and  herd — or  the  ground 
aroand  his  dwelling,  and  required  little  intercourse 
with  his  neighbor.  A  later  race  next  sprung  up,  who, 
spurning  the  peaceful  and  obscure  avocations  of  their 
ancestors,  made  the  sword  and  the  bow  yield  the 
means  of  gratifying  their  new  and  increasing  wants, 
in  the  midst  of  whose  incessant  broils,  the  thrift  of 
the  merchant  was  little  understood,  or  pursued  with 
great  danger  and  precarious  profit.  To  curb  their 
lawless  career,  in  the  course  of  time,  strong  and  ab- 
solute governments  were  established,  whose  arbitrary 
decrees  and  edicts,  though  they  compelled  peace  and 
partially  protected  property,  had  also  the  effect  of 
repressing  liberty  and  crippling  commerce.  These  in- 
separable companions  in  man's  history  at  length  burst 
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their  bonds,  and  now,  in  whatever  part  of  the  earth 
a  nation  is  found  free,  its  commerce  is  found  to  pros- 
per in  the  same  proportion. 

The  first  offspring  of  commerce,  thus  produced  by 
liberty,  is  a  general  circulating  medium,  or  currency; 
and  the  best  proof  of  the  prosperity  of  commerce  and 
perfection  of  liberty,  are  the  soundness  and  uniformity 
of  that  currency.  In  fact,  it  isi  almost  impossible  to 
conceive  of  a  people  sufficiently  free  to  regulate  their 
OAvn  affairs,  completely  commercial  in  their  habits  and 
united  in  other  respects,  yet  so  blind  to  their  best 
interest  as  to  neglect  the  uniform  regulation  and 
soundness  of  that  on  which  their  commercial  prosper- 
ity depends.  A  sound  uniform  currency  will,  there- 
fore, be  the  first  commercial  effort  of  a  free  people. 

By  commerce  is  meant,  not  that  mere  importation 
of  foreign  and  exportation  of  domestic  goods  which  is 
carried  on  in  seaport  towns,  but  the  general  disposal 
of  articles  of  all  kinds,  whether  the  produce  of  the 
chase,  the  field,  the  forest,  the  mine  or  the  factory, 
by  those  who  have  more  than  they  need  to  those  who 
require  them,  wherever  transacted.  And  by  currency 
is  intended  that  circulating  equivalent  which  each  re- 
ceives in  return  for  the  articles  sold,  and  which  will 
procure  him  an  equal  amount  in  value  of  others  that 
he  may  wish  to  purchase.  It  is  sound  when  it  is  either 
composed  of  the  precious  metals  or  of  paper  actually 
representing  an  equal  amount  of  specie,  or  of  prop- 
erty constantly  convertible  into  specie,  some  where 
deposited  for  its  instant  redemption;  and  it  is  uni- 
form when  it  is  taken  at  an  equal  rate  in  every  part 
of  the  country  through  which  it  was  intended  to  cir- 
culate. 

Such  a  currency,  the  want  of  which  was  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  of  the  revolution,  was  among  the 
first  cares  of  the  political  fathers  of  our  liberated  and 
commercial  Union. 
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A  national  paper  currency  was  by  them  created, 
with  the  consent  of  Washington,  after  a  full  examina- 
tion of  the  fears  of  its  opponents  and  the  wants  of 
the  country.  Gradually  and  effectually  it  performed 
its  office,  till  the  question  of  its  continuance  was  again 
brought  round  in,  the  course  of  years;  again  it  was 
opposed,  and  was  for  a  time  dispensed  with;  but 
again  the  wants  of  enlightened  and  equal  commerce 
overcame  the  scruplesi  of  Madison, — and  once  more 
the  business  of  the  country  found  a  sure  reliance. 
Here  it  might  be  supposed  that  doubt  and  experiment- 
ing would  have  ended.  Here  it  might  be  hoped  that 
the  acts  of  as  enlightened  and  as  pure  patriotism  as 
ever  graced  the  history  of  any  nation,  might  acquire 
the  force  of  precedent,  and  settle  the  vexed  question 
in  favor  of  the  wants  of  the  people  and  in  opposition 
to  fears  which  two  long  and  full  trials  had  not  real- 
ized. But  no.  The  doctrine  that  every  man's  un- 
derstanding of  the  Constitution,  was  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  no  precedent,  however  safe  in  its  ex- 
perience, or  authority  of  names  however  venerated 
by  the  country,  not  even  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  nation,  were  to  avail  any  thing,  was 
broached.  Political  doctors  arose  whose  gravely 
avowed  object  was  to  save  the  people  from  the  power 
of  their  own  constituted  agents,  and  from  the  influ- 
ence of  engines  created  by  their  own  hands  for  their 
own  convenience.  They  found  the  country  healthy 
and  prosperous  in  all  its  relations,  and  needing  only 
a  wholesome  restriction  on  the  exuberance  of  its  vig- 
our. To  make  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  their  skill, 
they  goaded  on  the  national  spirit  of  adventure  into  all 
the  wildness  of  speculation,  and  when  at  the  height, 
they  checked  at  once  its  course  and  paralized  its 
strength.  But  now,  like  all  other  empyrics,  though 
they  have  produced  the  disease,  they  cannot  or  will 
not  apply  the  remedy. 
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Never  was  there  a  country  with  a  sounder  and  more 
uniform  currency  than  ours,  when,  from  what  motive 
it  is  now  useless  to  inquire,  the  first  attack  was  made 
upon  it  in  1829.  Even  the  might  of  that  popularity 
which  has  formed  so  singular  an  era  in  our  history 
as  a  people,  made  slow  progress  during  the  first  years 
of  the  momentous  warfare.  In  this.  State,  so  dis- 
tinguished for  her  gratitude  and  devotion  to  the  leader 
of  it,  the  Legislative  and  Executive  voice  may  be 
taken  as  an  index,  public  opinion  remained  true  to 
the  common  interests,  so  late  as  the  session  of  1831-2. 
And  in  Congress,  when  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  by  the  Executive  assertion  of  danger  to  the 
deposits  of  1833,  the  'American  people,  by  their  repre- 
sentatives, declared  themselves  satisfied  with  their 
currency,  and  with  the  depository  of  their  wealth. 

But,  while  the  news  of  this  verdict  was  yet  fresh  in 
the  mind  of  the  nation,  the  unauthorized  and  startling 
measure  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  was  consum- 
mated. Since  which  time,  a  succession  of  measures, 
characterized  by  recklessness,  inconsistency,  and  short- 
sighted expediency,  have  followed  each  other  in  such 
rapid  succession,  as  scarcely  to  allow  time  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  true  character. 

The  country  has  been  carired  through  a  course  of 
State  Bank  currency — exclusive  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rencv,  which  is  onlv  another  name  for  so  much  new 
national  debt,  till  gold  and  silver,  the  only  legal  ten- 
der, and  the  true  constitutional  basis  of  all  currency, 
have  actually  ceased  to  be  used  as  money,  and  are  now 
bought  and  sold  as  an  article  of  merchandise  in  the 
market. 

Upon  Pennsylvania,  as  was  before  remarked,  the 
evil  of  tampering  with  the  currency,  has  fallen  com- 
paratively light.     This  is  owing  to  various  causes. 

The  general  prosperity  of  business,  and  the  full 
prices  for  all  kinds  of  produce  and  articles,  which  pre- 
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vailed  for  the  last  four  years,  had  just  disencumbered 
the  farms  and  industry  of  the  State  of  the  debts  en- 
tailed on  them  by  the  reverse  that  followed  1814,  and 
left  both  in  the  best  possible  condition  to  bear  a 
change.  The  debts,  to  the  banks  particularly,  were 
either  much  diminished,  or  generally  of  a  temporary 
kind,  incurred  for  mere  present  accommodation. 

The  ruinous  spirit  of  speculation,  owing  to  the  more 
cautious  habits  of  our  fellow  citizens,  had  not  made 
such  progress  in  this  State,  as  in  some  other  portions 
of  the  Union — though  it  had  spread  alarmingly  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years,  yet  the  amount  of  engagements! 
made  under  its  unholy  promptings,  was  not  such  as 
materially  to  effect  our  business  transactions.  The 
hurricane  which  has  swept  over  the  land  has,  it  is 
hoped,  purified  our  business  atmosphere  of  this  infec- 
tious disease.  The  accidental  remedy  has  been,  for 
the  present  effectual,  though  more  severe  than  even 
the  sternest  patriotism  could  prescribe. 

The  completion  and  operations  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  public  w^orks  and  other  means  of  internal  com- 
munication, had  added  much  to  the  real  capital,  and 
had  invigorated  the  useful  and  sure  enterprise  of  the 
State  by  affording  a  market  to  the  rich  and  unrivalled 
products  of  remote  sections,  and  by  conferring  on  our 
citizens  the  certain  profits  of  a  large  carrying  trade 
in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  law  of  1828,  prohibiting  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  under  five  dollars,  had  placed  our  cur- 
rency on  a  firmer  basis  than  formerly,  by  restraining 
the  increase  of  paper  circulation,  and  by  increasing  the 
proportion  of  specie  in  the  hands  of  the  community 
and  in  the  Banks. 

The  continued  presence  and  operations  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  also  gave  to  the  other  State 
Banks,  and  to  the  currency  generally,  a  soundness 
and  uniformity  that  were  extremely  beneficial.     The 
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State  also  owed  much  to  the  solid  character  of  her 
banking  institutions  generally,  and  to  the  safe  and 
prudent  manner  in  which  thej  had  for  years  past  been 
conducted   in   comparison   with   others. 

The  nature  too  of  the  mercantile  business  of  our 
commercial  metropolis  was  of  a  firmer  kind  than  that 
of  some  of  the  other  sea-board  cities.  Her  debtors 
generally  resided  in  the  agricultural  regions  of  the 
West,  whose  interests,  not  being  extensively  connect- 
ed with  foreign  nations,  were  not  so  materially  af- 
fected by  the  derangement  of  trade,  as  were  those  de- 
pending on  the  Southern  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar 
plantations.  Her  claims  on  other  states  have,  there- 
fore, generally  been  secured,  and  the  effect  on  her. 
credit  and  that  of  her  institutions,  has  been  salutary 
in  proportion. 

Neither  must  the  steady  character  of  the  dealing 
portion  of  our  community  be  overlooked.  The  pru- 
dent, though  enlarged  views  and  solid  operations  of 
the  merchant,  and  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the 
manufacturers  maintained  their  credit  and  operations 
throughout  the  reverse,  are  worthy  of  all  praise. — 
Sustained  as  they  were  by  the  steadfast  habits  and 
sure  capital  of  the  mechanics  and  farmers,  all  have 
passed  the  ordeal  in  a  manner  at  once  beneficial  and 
honorable  to  the  State. 

But  all  these  advantages  would  have  been  of  little 
avail,  if  during  the  first  panic  of  the  suspension,  an 
alarmed  community  had  sent  into  council  an  excited 
Legislature,  whose  action  then  on  the  subject  would 
only  have  added  to  the  evil;  and  whose  failure  to  act 
at  all,  would  have  shifted  the  odium  of  its  continu- 
ance to  their  own  heads,  from  that  on  which  it  now 
so  deservedly  and  plainly  rests. 

Under  this  conviction,  when  strongly  urged  in  May 
last  to  convoke  the  Legislature,  that  measure  wa§  de- 
clined, and  the  result  has  been  a  still  further  addi- 
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tion  to  the  advantage  which  we  already  possessed  in 
the  novel  conflict  now  waging  between  the  interests 
of  "the  government"  and  those  of  the  people.  By 
avoiding,  that  measure  we  have  escaped  the  utter  pros- 
tration of  the  currency  by  a  vast  emission  of  small 
notes,  which  the  Legislature  would  probably  have 
authorized,  and  which  would  have  continued  to  curse 
the  country  long  after  the  present  illegal  circulation 
of  a  similar  description  shall  have  disappeared. 

We  have  also  avoided  the  ruin  of  an  undue  expan- 
sion by  the  Banks  of  their  general  circulation,  which 
would  have  undoubtedly  followed  a  law  legalizing 
the  suspension,  and  which  has  been  prevented  by  the 
wholesome  fear  under  which  they  acted  for  the  last 
six  months. 

In  declining  to  convene  the  Legislature,  occasion 
was  taken  to  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  people  in 
support  of  the  credit  of  the  State  and  her  institutidns, 
and  to  warn  the  banks  against  speculating  on  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  times  by  flooding  the  country  with  an 
increase  and  depreciated  paper  circulation.  They 
were  at  the  same  time  encouraged  to  hope,  that  if 
the  proper  course  was  pursued,  the  measure  into 
which  they  had  been  compelled  by  necessity,  would, 
if  no  undue  advantage  were  taken  of  it,  not  be  pun- 
ished as  a  crime,  but  treated  as  a  misfortune. 

It  is  now  my  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  an- 
nounce to  the  Legislature  that  not  only  have  our 
fellow  citizens,  generally,  amply  sustained  their  old 
reputation  for  good  faith  and  forbearance  in  the  try- 
ing crisis,  but  that  the  portion  of  them  connected  with 
the  banks,  have  realized  all  that  was  expected.  The 
report  of  the  Auditor  General,  when  laid  before  you 
will  show  that  there  has  been  a  material  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  and  an  increase  of 
specie  since  the  suspension;  also,  that  the  debts  due 
to  the  banks  have  been  reduced,  which  result  must 
have  been  produced  without  distress  to  the  commu- 
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nity,  as  no  complaints  of  that  kind  have  been  made 
known;  and  that  private  deposits,  which  are  the  best 
evidence  of  public  confidence,  have  suffered  very  little 
diminution. 

Returns  have  been  received  on  yesterday  from  all 
the  banks  in  the  State  except  the  Northampton  bank, 
the  Lumberman's  bank  at  Warren,  the  Honesdale 
bank,  and  the  Columbia  bridge  company;  the  whole 
number  in  the  State  being  fifty. 

Their  circulation,  specie,  discount  and  deposits, 
stood  as  follows  in  the  beginning  of  May  and  Novem- 
ber, 1837: 

May.  November. 

Circulation,      |21,063,543  05  $16,164,539  21 

Specie,      4,391,072  23       6,906,510  88 

Discounts,    86,407,613  43     69,942,755  00 

Deposits,     12,491,008  15     11,936,279  21 

Hence  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  of 
circulation,  to  the  amount  of  |4,899,003 .  84,  or  about 
one  fourth,  since  the  suspension — of  discounts  to  the 
amount  of  |16,464,858.43 — or  about  one-fifth,  and  of 
deposits  to  the  amount  of  |557,728.94,  or  about  one- 
twentieth — and  that  the  specie  has  increased  $2,515,- 
438.65,  or  more  than  one-half.  The  returns  yet  to  be 
received  will  not  materially  vary  the  result. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Banks  of  Pennsylvania  are 
in  a  much  sounder  condition  than  before  the  suspen- 
sion; and  that  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  so 
far  as  it  dependsi  on  their  situation  and  resources, 
may  take  place  at  anytime. 

But  we  must  not  rest  content  with  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  gratifying  state  of  things.  Though  a  fa- 
vorable combination  of  circumstances  has  for  the  pres- 
ent guarded  us  from  the  extent  of  injury  to  which  the 
occurrences  of  the  past  year  exposed  the  Common- 
wealth, it  is  not  the  part  of  prudence  again  to  rely  on  a 
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similar  escape  from  danger.  Our  duty  is,  if  possible, 
to  prevent  its  recurrence. 

The  Banks  have  well  sustained  themselves  through 
the  crisis;  but  the  Bank  system  that  could  admit  of 
such  a  crisis,  must  be  defective. 

The  fact  that  u  general  suspension  of  payment  in 
gold  and  silver  has  taken  iDlace,  without  producing 
a  general  forfeiture  of  the  charters,  though  it  was 
the  evident  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  prevent  or 
punish  such  a  catastrophe  by  that  penalty,  neither 
justifies  the  suspension,  nor  proves  that  the  penalty 
is  unjust.  It  only  shows  that  a  crisis  has  arisen  not 
foreseen  by  the  Legislature  of  1824,  in  which  the  in- 
fliction of  a  penalty  would  be  productive  of  more  evil 
to  the  people  than  a  continuance  of  the  suspension. 
It  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  virtual  repeal  of  a 
general  law  of  the  land  by  the  expressive,  but  si- 
lent action  of  public  necessity,  by  which  even  the 
fierceness  of  party  zeal  has  been  restrained.  Of  the 
votes  polled  at  the  late  general  election,  a  small  ma- 
jority were  by  a  party  one  of  whose  professed  prin- 
ciples was  opposition  to  Banks.  It  is  a  fair  suppo- 
sition that  this  majority  held,  since  the  suspension, 
the  same  proportion  of  the  bank  notes  of  the  State. 
It  was  therefore  in  their  power  to  have  closed  up  and 
forfeited  the  charter  of  every  bank  in  the  Common- 
wealth, except  perhaps  two  or  three.  They  have  not 
done  so,  and  the  reason  is,  that  their  own,  and  the 
public  interest  would  have  thereby  suffered.  The 
public  agents,  both  the  Legislative  and  Executive,  are 
therefore  bound  to  act  on  this  plain  intimation  of  the 
public  wish.  And  this  construction  the  Legislature 
are  the  more  compelled  to  respect,  inasmuch  as  by  the 
10th  article  of  the  act  of  25th  of  March,  1824,  no  for- 
feiture can  take  place  for  mere  suspension  except  at 
the  desire  and  by  the  action  of  the  people  who  are  the 
note  holders. 
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But  though  the  Legislature  may  thus  be  restrained 
by  existing  rights  from  constructing  a  banking  sys- 
tem entirely  in  the  new,  yet  it  is  their  duty  to  take 
such  m.easures  for  the  i^rotection  of  the  future,  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  demands  and  will  admit. 

The  great  object  of  a  reform  in  the  banking  sys- 
tem should  be,  effectually  to  curb  the  power  to  do 
evil,  without  interfering  with  the  capacity  to  promote 
the  common  good.  To  accomplish  this  desirable  end, 
I  would  recommend  the  incorporation  of  the  following 
provisions,  or  of  others  calculated  to  produce  the  same 
results,  in  all  future  Bank  laws,  and  their  instant  ap- 
plication, so  far  as  chartered  rights  and  the  faith  of 
the  State  will  allow,  to  the  Bank  now  in  existence: 

1.  That  the  profits  or  dividend  payable  to  the  stock- 
holders, be  forever  restricted  to  7  per  cent,  per  an- 
num on  the  capital  actually  paid  in. 

2.  That  the  notes  in  circulation  be  still  further  re- 
duced, in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  capital  stock 
paid  in.  It  may,  by  the  present  laws,  be  double  that 
amount. 

3.  That  whenever  the  specie  on  hand  shall  fall  below 
a  fixed  proportion  to  the  notes  in  circulation,  all  in- 
crease of  circulation  shall  be  strictly  prohibited  and 
summarily  punished,  until  the  proportion  required  by 
law  shall  be  restored. 

4.  That  no  loan  shall  be  made  to  any  broker  or  other 
person  engaged  in  dealing  in  money,  notes,  bills  or 
other  evidences  of  debt,  until  persons  engaged  in  other 
business,  and  presenting  equal  security,  shall  have 
been  first  accommodated;  nor  any  loan  be  made  on 
pledge  of  stock,  nor  any  other  security,  except  that 
which  is  usually  demanded.  And  that  loans  to  Di- 
rectors, directly  or  indirectly,  shall  be  placed  under 
similar  restrictions  with  those  to  brokers. 

5.  That  the  amount  of  loans  to  any  individual  or 
firm,  whether  as  drawer  or  endorsers,  or  both,  shall 
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not  be  permitted  to  exceed  a  certain  sum  fixed  by  law, 
except  with  the  consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  Direc- 
tors. 

6.  That  the  excess  of  annual  profit  beyond  6  per 
cent,  shall  be  invested  by  the  ofiicers  of  each  bank,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  State  Treasi- 
urer,  until  it  reach  a  certain  amount  to  be  fixed  by 
law,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  paid  in,  as  a  separate 
fund  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  bank,  and  to  redeem 
its  notes  in  case  of  accident.  The  fund  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Stockholders,  who  shall  be  per- 
mitted, after  its  completion,  to  receive  all  the  earn- 
ings of  the  Bank  until  they  shall  have  been  reim- 
bursed for  such  portions  of  the  dividends  between  6 
and  7  per  cent,  as  were  therein  invested.  But  after 
they  shall  have  been  thus  repaid,  all  excess  of  divi- 
dend over  7  per  cent,  shall  be  periodically  paid  into 
the  State  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
together  with  the  fund  itself,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
charter  and  discontinuance  of  the  Bank. 

7.  That  every  Bank  in  the  State  shall  be  compelled 
to  keep  its  notes  at  par  in  Harrisburg,  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg,  the  one  the  capital,  and  the  others  the 
great  commercial  emporiums  of  the  Commonwealth, 
or  be  summarily  liable  to  the  holder  for  any  discount 
incurred. 

8.  That  a  law  be  passed  fixing  a  period,  not  more 
distant  than  three,  four  or  five  years  from  the  present, 
for  the  expulsion  from  circulation  of  all  notes  of  a 
lower  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

9.  That  the  President  and  Directors  for  the  year 
during  which  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  shall 
occur  in  any  Bank,  shall  be  individually  liable  for  its 
notes,  and  for  all  other  claims  against  it. 

10.  That  hereafter  no  bonus  or  price  shall  be  paid  to 
the  State  by  any  Bank  for  a  charter  or  recharter,  other 
than  the  excess  over  7  per  cent,  of  its  annual  profits 
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as  above  mentioned;  and  that  all  new  stock  shall  be 
sold  by  auction,  the  excess  above  par  value  to  be  the 
property  of  the  State,  but  to  be  invested  in  the  fund 
above  described  till  the  expiration  of  the  charter. 

11.  And  finally,  that  no  bank  be  allowed  to  go  into 
operation  until  one  third  of  its  stock  shall  nave  been 
actually  paid  in. 

These  improvements  of  the  system,  I  have  little 
doubt,  would  be  effectual. 

A  limit  to  the  private  profits  of  banking  has  become 
manifestly  necessary  to  protect  society  against  the 
danger  and  evils  springing  from  the  desire  to  realize 
large  dividends,  but  it  should  be  accomplished  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  strengthen  and  not  weaken  the  Banks, 
because  th'^  public  good  is  involved  in  their  soundness. 
It  is  to  produce  this  double  result  that  all  profit  be- 
yond a  reasonable  sum  is  recommended  to  be  retained 
for  the  public  use;  but  that,  instead  of  being  taken  at 
once  into  the  public  coffers,  it  should  be  invested,  with 
the  consent  of  an  officer  elected  by  the  Legislature,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  promote  the  best  interest  of  so- 
ciety, by  infusing  additional  soundness  and  health  into 
the  currency.  To  prevent  misconstruction  it  is  proper 
to  state,  that  no  intention  is  entertained  of  creating  a 
safetv  fund  svstem,  bv  which  all  the  Banks  of  the 
State  shall  be  involved  in  one  common  doom,  to  be  in- 
flicted at  any  moment  by  Legislative  or  Executive  au- 
thority. The  object  is  briefly  this: — To  prevent  in- 
jury to  the  community  by  restraining  the  profits  of 
the  Stockholders;  and  to  benefit  both  the  community 
and  the  Stockholders  by  permanently  investing  the 
excess  of  profits  of  each  Bank,  in  a  separate  fund,  for 
its  own  support  and  protection,  and  without  govern- 
mental control  or  interference  of  any  kind. 

The  restrictions  of  circulation  to  an  amount  bear- 
ing a  just  and  safe  proportion  to  capital  paid  in,  and 
to  specie,  and  the  presence  in  each  bank  of  a  perma- 
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nent  fund  (which  should  be  considerable),  to  guaran- 
tee the  safety  of  the  Bank  creditors,  would  at  all  times 
merit  and  obtain  unlimited  public  confidence  for  the 
banks. 

The  limitation  of  the  profits  of  the  Stockholders, 
with  the  increased  responsibility  of  Directors,  would 
both  remove  the  temptation  to  undue  speculation  for 
the  sake  of  obtaining  large  dividends,  and  the  conse- 
quent danger  of  the  banks  being  compelled  ever  to  re- 
fuse redemption  in  specie.  It  would  also  most  ef- 
fectually check  the  increase  of  banks  beyond  the  ac- 
tual wants  of  trade,  so  that  there  would  be  little  risk 
ever  after  in  creating  any  bank  whose  stock  could  be 
subscribed  and  paid  in. 

The  regulation  to  keep  all  the  bank  notes  of  the 
State  at  par  at  certain  points,  would  give  uniformity 
to  our  currency  over  the  State,  and  a  State  soundness 
and  character  to  it  over  the  Union,  which  would  be 
beneficial  and  desirable  in  every  respect. 

The  keeping  of  all  the  notes  of  the  State  at  par  all 
over  the  State,  and  the  prevention  of  loans  to  mere 
dealers  in  money,  whether  as  Brokers  or  Directors, 
would  go  far  towards  the  abolition  of  paper  shaving, 
and  would  have  the  effect  of  securing  bank  accommo 
dations  for  the  useful  man  of  business.  This  desir- 
able result  would  also  be  aided  by  limiting  the  amount 
of  loans  obtainable  by  each  person,  and  by  discoun- 
tenacing  loans  on  pledge  of  stock. 

The  disuse  of  all  notes  under  |10  would  still  further 
widen  the  specie  basis  and  increase  the  soundness  of 
the  paper  system.  Now  is  the  time  to  take  means  to 
accomplish  it,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  illegal  small 
notes  and  general  depreciation  of  the  day.  The  banks 
have  generally  diminished  their  circulation.  The  de- 
crease consists  proportionably,  and  in  some  instances 
mainly,  of  a  withdrawal  of  five  dollar  notes,  prepara- 
tory to  a  partial  resumption.     If  they  be  now  told 
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that  these  notes  will  be  discontinued  at  a  period  not 
far  distant,  they  will  take  measures  on  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  i)ayments,  and  of  their  usual  amount  of 
business,  to  throw  an  increased  quantity  of  |10  notes 
into  circulation.  Thus  the  change  can  take  place  with 
little  shock  to  the  community  or  loss  to  the  banks. 

To  extricate  the  commerce  and  currency  of  the  coun- 
try from  its  present  difficulties,  little  is  in  the  power 
of  State  Legislation,  and  therefore  little  is  required 
to  be  done. 

The  general  resumption  of  specie  payments,  even 
though  left  to  the  unaided  enterprise  of  the  American 
people,  cannot  be  far  distant.  All  the  signs  of  the 
times  indicate  it.  The  premium  on  specie,  though  re- 
cently fluctuating  on  account  of  the  greater  demand 
of  this  season  of  the  year,  has  fallen  regularly  and  con- 
siderably. The  general  business  of  the  country,  is 
fast  recovering  its  healthy  tone,  though  far  short  of 
its  usual  amount.  The  prices  of  land,  and  of  pro- 
duce, and  all  other  articles,  have  neither  decreased  nor 
experienced  that  sudden  rise  which  betokens  a  great 
want  of  confidence  in  the  ultimate  soundness  of  the 
currency.  The  notes  of  the  banks,  much  decreased  in 
amount,  have  lost  the  greater  part  of  their  distant  cir- 
culation, and  are  now  generally  clustered  around  the 
institutions  whence  thev  issued,  in  the  hands  of  its 
friends,  and  are  held  with  perfect  confidence.  The 
only  obstacle  in  the  way,  is  the  remaining  debt  to 
Europe  for  articles  bought  on  credit  by  the  importing 
merchants  of  the  Union.  This  will,  however,  soon  be 
removed.  The  crop  of  another  year  would  completely 
clear  it  ofT,  even,  if  the  resumption  of  the  usual  busi- 
ness intercourse  were  made  to  depend  on  its  previous 
and  full  discharge.  But  such  is  not,  or  will  not  be  the 
case.  Europe,  and  particularly  Great  Britain,  can- 
not well  aflord  to  be  deprived  of  the  custom  of  Amer- 
ican merchants  for  another  year.     Means  will  be  found 
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to  arrange  the  gradual  payment  of  the  small  balance 
yet  due,  without  loss  to  one  party,  or  inconvenience 
to  the  other.  And  then  the  usual  trade  will  be  re- 
sumed. To  the  production  of  this  desirable  result, 
which  will  be  the  signal  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  the  increased  soundness  of  the  banks  of 
the  State,  and  the  noble  and  patriotic  efforts  made 
by  the  merchants  of  the  North  and  the  planters  of  the 
South,  to  meet  their  engagements  by  purchasing  specie 
at  any  price,  and  by  shipping  their  cotton  and  other 
articles,  to  pay  their  debts  and  redeem  the  honor  of 
the  country,  will,  as  they  should,  greatly  contribute. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  I  have  now  little  doubt 
but  that  the  Legislature  may,  with  perfect  safety,  fix 
an  early  date  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments. 
The  soundness  of  her  banks,  and  of  her  general  cur- 
rency, will  necessarily  place  Pennsylvania  foremost 
in  the  attempt  to  accomplish  whatever  is  in  the  power 
of  State  Legislation,  on  the  subject. 

But  there  is  one  view  of  the  subject  which  presents 
the  strongest  reason  for  the  earliest  possible  resump- 
tion. The  general  circulation  of  irredeemable  prom- 
ises to  pay,  by  and  through  all  portions  of  society, 
is  not  merely  a  disease  of  the  currency.  It  is  a  social 
evil — a  great  moral  taint — which,  if  long  uncorrected, 
will  undoubtedly  have  the  most  deleterious  influence 
on  our  character  and  happiness  as  a  people.  Pennsyl- 
vania has  heretofore  been  characterized  by  steady 
good  faith  and  adherence  to  principle.  It  behooves  her 
public  agents  now  to  guard  this  brightest  jewel  in  her 
casket,  by  restoring  its  usual  unsullied  purity  to  her 
public  character.  This  can  only  be  done  by  adding 
actual  performance  to  the  private  promises  of  her 
citizens. 

The  only  branch  of  this  subject  yet  remaining  un- 
touched is  the  flood  of  small  notes,  which  has  so  sud- 
denly and  generally  covered  the  State.     The  odious 
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name  by  which  they  have  been  branded — the  attempt 
made  by  each  political  party  to  stigmatize  its  oppo- 
nent with  the  blame  of  their  origin,  and  the  utter  dis- 
like with  which  they  have  been  received  by  the  public 
generally,  though  a  great  portion  of  them  proceed 
from  sources  of  unquestionable  solvency,  form  addi- 
tional strong  proofs  of  the  unsuitableness  of  small 
notes  of  all  kinds  to  our  wants  and  circumstances. 
No  legislation  is  required  to  rid  us  of  those  that  now 
infest  the  State.  They  are,  every  one  of  them,  clearly 
in  violation  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  12th  April, 
1828,  on  the  subject,'  and  will  disappear  as  soon  as  the 
imprisoned  coin  of  the  country  resumes  its  usual  of- 
fice. Then,  without  regard  to  the  time  of  redemp 
tion  set  forth  on  the  face  of  them,  be  it  one,  two  or 
ten  years,  with  or  without  interest,  the  holders  will 
either  demand  instant  payment,  or  sue  for,  and  re- 
coyer  the  penalty  of  |5,  and  interest,  inflicted  on  their 
issue  by  the  existing  laws. 

But,  after  all,  the  thorough  and  permanent  remendy 
for  the  whole  evil  must  come  from  Washington.  Un- 
til Congress  shall  devise  and  adopt  some  means  which 
will  again  give  us  a  currency  equal  over  the  whole, 
and  to  the  wants  of  the  whole  Union;  and  until  the 
National  Government  shall  consent  to  allow  the  peo- 
ple to  judge  of  its  suitableness  to  their  own  wants, 
there  can  be  no  general  and  permanent  confidence  in 
the  currency — no  fixed  value  for  property — no  en- 
larged spirit  in  commerce  and  trade — and  consequently 
little  encouragement  to  laudable  enterprise  or  im- 
provement of  any  kind. 

Having  thus  fully  declared  mry  views  on  this  excit- 
ing subject,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  other  matters  which 
require  notice.  In  the  annual  message  to  the  Legis- 
lature, at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  oc- 
casion was  taken  to  declare  at  length  my  views  on 

all  subjects  of  importance,  in  the  hope  that  future  com 
24— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 


370  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

munications  might  be  thereby  rendered  more  brief. 
Permit  me  now  respectfully  to  refer  you  to  that  docu- 
ment for  my  opinion  on  the  matters  therein  embraced, 
except  so  far  as  some  of  them  may  be  more  at  large  ex- 
plained in  this  message. 

I  must,  however,  again  urge  upon  the  Legislature 
the  necessity  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  administration 
of  all  extra-judicial  oaths. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Commonwealth  is,  at 
present,  most  cheering.  By  reference  to  the  'Auditor 
General's  Report,  it  will  appear,  that  the  amount  of 
actual  receipts!  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed,  including  three  dividends  of  the  na- 
tional surplus  revenue,  and  the  balance  on  hand  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  was  |6,394,076;  and 
that  the  expenditure  during  the  same  period,  including 
all  the  expenses  of  education  and  internal  improve- 
ments, was  14,173,940.26,  leaving  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  November,  1837, 
of  12,220,135.74. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury  during  the  present  year,  is  partly  based  on 
the  calculations  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  partly 
on  similar  operations  during  the  past  year. 


Estimated  Receipts  for  1838. 

Bank  bonuses,    $235,000  00 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock, 160,000  00 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,  100,000  00 

Auction  duties  and  commissions, 87,000  00 

Dividends  on  bridge  and  navigation  stock,  40,000  00 

Land  and  Land  Office  fees,  75,000  00 

Tavern  licenses,  50,000  00 

Retailers'  licenses,  62,000  00 
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Collateral  inlieritance  tax,   27,000  00 

Tax  on  writs,   25,000  00 

Balance  on  state  tax  of  1835, 20,000  00 

Tax  on  certain  offices, 8,000  00 

Hawkers  and  peddlars,  and  tin  and  clock 

pedlars,   , 3,500  00 

Tax  on  coal  companies, 1,500  00 

Fees  of  Secretary  and  Auditor  General's 

offices, '    700  00 

Pamphlet  laws,  English  and  German,  1,000  00 

Old  debts  and  miscellaneous, 6,000  00 

Canal  and  rail  road  tolls,  1,400,000  00 

Balance  of  loan  per  resolution  of  June 

16,  1836,   100,000  00 


5,401,700  00 
To  which  add  balance  on  hand  at  the 

commencement  of  the  year, 2,220,135  74 

Total  amount  in  Treasury  during 

the  year,  |4,621,835  74 


• 


Estimated  Ordinary  Expenditures  for  1838. 

Interest  on   internal  improvement  debt, 

salaries,  &c.,   |1,180,000  00 

Interest  on  old  treasury  loans, 100,000  00 

Expenses  of  motive  power,  190,000  00 

Balance  of  loan  per  resolution  of  June  16, 

1836,  applicable  to  Erie  extension, 100,000  00 

Expenses  of  Government, 270,000  00 

Expenses  of  Convention  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  State  Constitution, 
exclusive  of  |71,739.67  already  paid, 
as  per  estimate  of  the  State  Treasurer,      150,000  00 
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Common  Schools,   being  the  proportion 
that  will  probably  be  drawn  by  the  ac- 
cepting districts  within  the  year,  ....  300,000  00 
Colleges,  Academies,  &c.,  (old  appropria- 
tions),      32,000  00 

Geological    survey,    : 8,000  00 

Turnpikes,  roads  and  bridges, 60,925  13 

Pensions  and  gratuities,    45,000  00 

Militia  expenses,    20,000  00 

Penitentiaries, 19,700  00 

House  of  Refuge,  5,000  00 

Conveying  convicts  and  fugitives, 1,500  00 

Miscellaneous, 20,000  00 

Total  ordinary  expenditure,   |2,502,125  13 

Leaving  an  excess  of  receipts  over  ex- 
penditures, at  the  end  of  the  year,  of.  .|2,119,710  61 


In  addition  to  the  above  named  receipts  into  her 
Treasury,  the  State  should,  in  justice,  receive  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  the  payment  of  which  was  postponed 
by  the  action  of  the  extra  session  of  Congress. 
Though  the  appropriations  hereafter  recommended, 
are  not  apportioned  on  the  certain  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving it,  yet  if  it  should  be  paid,  as  it  ought,  within 
the  year,  the  addition  of  another  million  of  dollars  to 
the  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  Legislature,  will  ma- 
terially aid  our  public  works.  In  that  event,  I  would 
advise  an  increase  of  all  the  appropriations  about  to 
be  named. 

The  chief  demands  on  the  surplus  means  of  the 
State  treasury  are  those  for  education  and  internal 
improvement. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  when  laid  before  you,  will  exhibit  a  most 
cheering  condition  of  the  system.     The  first  Tuesday 
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ill  last  May,  was  the  day  on  whicli,  under  the  present 
school  law,  the  first  triennial  vote  of  the  citizens  of 
accepting  districts  was  taken  to  ascertain  whether 
the  system  should  be  continued  or  not.  Though  that 
question  was*  submitted  to  the  people  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  districts,  yet  the  Superintendent  has  not  been 
officially  informed  of  the  rejection  of  the  system  by  a 
single  accepting  district.  Doubtless  there  are  some, 
but  their  proportion  must  be  small,  inasmuch  as  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  one  thousand  districts 
in  the  State,  have,  since  the  first  Monday  in  June,  en- 
titled themselves  to  the  receipt  of  the  State  appro- 
priation for  the  present  year,  by  levying  the  necessary 
tax,  and  have  actually  received  their  money.  Of  the 
remaining  districts,  seventy-five  were  accepting  last 
year,  and  had  the  system  in  operation  then.  If  one- 
third  of  these,  and  that  is  a  large  estimate,  rejected 
the  system  in  May,  still  fifty  remain,  which,  added  to 
the  number  of  paid  accepting  districts  will  give  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five  as  the  whole  present  num- 
ber of  accepting  districts,  leaving  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  still  opposed  to  the  system.  Of  the  num- 
ber which  have  been  paid,  eighty  have  now,  for  the 
first  time,  accepted.  It  will  thus  be  perceived,  that 
the  common  school  system  has  more  than  maintained 
its  ground  through  the  test  of  the  triennial  question 
of  its  continuance  or  rejection,  by  districts  which  have 
tried  the  experiment. 

One  part  of  the  school  law  is  much  complained  of. 
A  mere  majority  of  the  votes  polled  in  a  district,  no 
matter  how  small  the  number  of  persons  voting,  has 
the  efiect  of  accepting  the  system  and  fastening  it  upon 
the  district  for  three  years,  though  on  the  other  hand 
it  requires  a  clear  majority  of  all  the  qualified  citizens 
of  the  district  to  discontinue  it  when  once  in  opera- 
tion. This  is  wrong.  I  would  therefore  recommend 
that  the  law  be  so  modified  that  the  system  shall  not 
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go  into  operation  at  all  hereafter,  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  a  clear  majority  of  all  the  qualified  citizens 
of  the  district.  The  appropriation  of  the  school  house 
fund  of  last  session  has  had  a  most  salutary  effect. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  the  recommendation  then 
made  in  favor  of  a  permanent  addition  of  |100,000  a 
year,  to  the  ordinary  annual  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction.  This  sum  will  raise  the  per- 
manent appropriation  to  |300,000,  and  will  enable  di- 
rectors during  the  next  three  years  to  carry  on  their 
operations,  and  to  test  the  experiment  fully  without 
heavy  taxation.  If,  notwithstanding  this  addition, 
the  system  be  discontinued  by  the  people,  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  the  Legislature  will  not  have  to  re- 
proach themselves  with  its  failure.  If  it  be  admitted 
that  wholesome  cultivation  of  the  moral  and  mental 
faculties  not  only  raises  the  character,  increases  the 
happiness,  and  perpetuates  the  liberties  of  a  nation, 
but  actually  adds  to  its  wealth,  by  bringing  the  best 
energies  of  the  mind,  and  all  the  stores  of  experience 
and  science  to  aid  the  practical  business  of  life,  no 
other  appeal  need  be  made  in  favor  of  Common  School 
education.  The  additional  appropriation,  if  it  be 
granted,  should  be  so  made  that  a  correspondent  in- 
crease of  school  tax  shall  not  be  necessary  to  ob- 
tain it. 

For  further  information  and  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  system,  I  would  respectfully  refer  the 
Legislature  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  which 
will  be  submitted  at  the  proper  time.  It  will  be,  I 
trust,  unnecessary  to  bespeak  your  favorable  atten- 
tion to  the  suggestions  of  that  officer. 

The  system  of  internal  improvement  has  hereto- 
fore been  the  chief  draft  upon  the  Treasury.  It  is 
now  about  becoming  its  main  reliance.  Fortunately, 
owing  to  the  just  though  incomplete  distribution  of 
the  National  surplus  means  among  the  States,  and  to 
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the  failure  of  the  over  grown  appropriation  bill  of 
last  session,  which  would  not  only  have  exhausted  the 
Treasury,  but  as  events  have  turned  out,  would  have 
added  another  million  to  the  State  debt,  the  Treasury 
is  now  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  public  works 
with  all  the  necessary  vigor,  and  without  resort  to 
permanent  loan  or  taxation. 

The  revenue  from  the  public  works  fell  |324,649.51 
short  during  the  past  year  of  the  estimate  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners.  Its  actual  amount  was  |975,350.49. 
But  all  who  are  conversant  with  the  matter  are  con- 
vinced that  it  would  have  been  |1,300,000  if  the  paraly- 
sis of  last  May  had  not  fallen  on  the  energies  of  trade. 
The  estimate  of  the  Board,  for  the  present  year,  is 
11,400,000,  in  which  I  concur;  believing  also,  that 
though  it  cannot  fall  materially  short  of  that  sum,  no 
matter  how  adverse  the  State's  general  business  may 
become,  it  may,  and  probably  will  reach  |1,500,000, 
if  the  usual  degree  of  prosperity  be  restored  to  the 
country.  The  tolls  of  last  month  alone  amounted 
fully  to  1130,000  of  that  sum. 

In  support  of  this  opinion  may  be  adduced  the  facts, 
that  while  the  canal  and  rail-road  revenue  of  the  State, 
hasi  received  an  addition  of  |137,544.74  within  the 
past  year,  that  of  a  neighboring  State  has  suffered  a 
decrease  of  |217,336.90.  This  improvement  in  our 
revenue,  in  the  midst  of  general  depression,  is  owing 
to  the  kind  of  business  on  the  public  works.  Our  Coal 
and  Iron  and  other  heavy  indispensable  articles,  all  of 
our  own  production,  must  find  their  way  to  market 
through  all  changes,  while  the  mere  carrying  trade  of 
our  neighbors  will  always  feel  the  disastrous  effect  of 
every  commercial  panic.  A  clear  proof  of  the  irre- 
pressible growth  of  our  coal  business,  is  the  fact  that 
the  toll  this  year,  received  by  the  three  great  canal 
companies  of  the  State — the  Schuylkill,  the  Union 
and  the  Lehigh,  amounts  to  |847,331 .  87,  up  to  the  mid- 
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die  of  November.  On  these,  and  on  all  other  works, 
public  and  private  in  the  State,  the  quantity  of  grain, 
flour,  merchandise,  &c.,  transported  during  the  sea- 
son, has  greatly  decreased — the  articles  of  coal  and 
iron,  where  transported,  are  the  only  ones  that  have 
maintained  their  usual  progressive  advance.  Of  an- 
thracite coal  alone,  at  least  1,000,000  tons  were  carried 
to  market  the  past  year,  being  fully  200,000  more  than 
the  previous  season.  On  the  State  works  the  tonnage 
of  coal  and  iron  increased  fully  one-third,  while  most 
other  articles  materially  decreased.  The  increase  of 
traveling  was  about  one-fifth. 

This  view  of  the  subject  not  only  enables  us  to 
calculate  with  certainty  on  the  increased  earnings 
of  the  public  works  hereafter,  but  justifies  all  neces- 
sary expenditures  for  their  completion,  even  without 
taking  into  account  their  other  incalculable  advant- 
ages to  the  State. 

The  operations  on  particular  portions  of  the  im- 
provements during  the  year,  also  present  the  strong- 
est arguments  in  favor  of  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  whole.  The  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail-road, 
whose  system  of  management  is  not  exceeded,  if  it  is 
equalled,  any  where,  has  yielded  the  past  year,  a  sum 
equal  to  full  interest  on  its  cost,  besides  paying  all  re- 
pairs. The  motive  power  department,  hitherto  such 
a  source  of  dissatisfaction,  has  not  only  been  support- 
ed by  the  motive  power  tolls,  but  has,  in  addition, 
cleared  7  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  all  the  locomo- 
tives ever  put  on  the  road. 

The  whole  main  line  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg, 
has  yielded  over  three  per  cent,  on  first  cost,  besides 
paying  the  expense  of  repairs,  which  is  mainly  attrib- 
utable to  the  admirable  management  of  the  Portage 
road,  and  the  canal  portion  of  the  route.  The  Dela- 
ware division  has  cleared  5  per  cent,  on  cost,  and  kept 
itself  in  repair:   Another  indication  of  what  Pennsyl- 
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vania  may  expect  from  her  coal  business,  tlie  trade  of 
this  canal  being  chiefly  of  that  description. 

Improvements  thus  increasing  in  productiveness 
under  every  disadvantage,  demand,  because  they  are 
worthy  of  all  the  care  of  the  Legislature. 

In  making  the  annual  appropriations  two  objects  are 
to  be  kept  in  view,  viz:  The  repair  of  the  finished 
works;  and  the  early  completion  of  those  yet  unfin- 
ished. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  repairs,  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary. To  make  the  former,  the  practice  has  pre^ 
vailed  almost  since  the  commencement  of  the  svstem, 
of  appropriating  |300,000  per  annum.  This  sum  has 
generally  been  insufficient,  and  principally  because  it 
was  not  granted  until  so  late  in  the  winter  as  to  cause 
the  necessary  work  to  be  prosecuted  in  great  haste, 
and  consequently,  under  every  disadvantage,  and  with 
greatly  increased  expense,  that  the  works  might  be 
fit  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  spring.  |280,000  will 
be  sufficient  for  ordinary  repairs  the  present  year,  if 
provision  be  made  for  extraordinary  repairs. 

Extraordinary  repairs  have  not  been  usually  pro- 
vided for  specifically.  That  course  is  now  strongly 
recommended.  The  want  of  occasional  appropriations 
of  this  kind  has  added  much  to  the  annual  expense  of 
the  public  works.  The  limited  amount  of  the  ordinary 
fund,  prevented  those  substantial  and  permanent  re- 
pairs from  being  made,  which  true  policy  would  have 
required,  and  has  continually  entailed  much  unneces- 
sary cost  on  the  ^tate,  by  compelling  the  public  agents 
to  make  mere  temporary  repairs,  particularly  to  dams, 
which  were  alwavs  to  be  made  over  the  next  season. 
The  present  year  |347,295 .  00  will  be  indispensable  for 
this  object.  The  principal  items'  are  |105,000  for  the 
avoidance  of  the  inclined  plane  at  Columbia;  |66,000 
to  put  the  feeder  dams  in  the  Susquehanna,  and  other 
rivers,  in  such  order  as  to  afford  a  certain  supply  of 
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water  to  the  canals  when  the  rivers  are  low;  |59,000 
to  renew  a  part  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  North 
Track  of  the  Colnmbia  and  Philadelphia  Eailroad, 
which,  being  originally  chiefly  of  wood,  is  now  de- 
cayed, and  to  make  other  necessary  arrangements  on 
that  part  of  the  public  works;  |26,235  for  ropes  on 
both  roads,  and  for  workshops,  &c.,  on  the  Portage; 
|7,000  to  renew  locks  on  the  Western  Division  of  the 
main  line  of  canal;  |24,000  to  construct  additional 
locks  on,  and  to  deepen  the  canal  below  Duncan's 
Island,  so  as  to  admit  a  full  supply  of  water  at  all  sea- 
sons. Under  this  head  may  also  with  propriety  be  in- 
cluded, the  annual  appropriations  for  damages  (|30,- 
000),  and  for  new  work  on  finished  lines,  pay  of  Canal 
Commissioners,  Appraisers,  Engineers,  &c.,  (say  |30,- 
000),  making  the  above  total. 

No  legislation  is  now  necessary  for  the  new  bridge 
at  Duncan's  Island,  sufficient  provision  having  been 
made  for  that  purpose  by  the  joint  resolution  of  3d 
April,  1837.  The  sum  yet  required  to  complete  it, 
is  included  under  the  head  "Turnpikes,  Koads  and 
Bridges,"  in  the  foregoing  estimate  of  the  current  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury.  The  bridge  will  be  completed 
in  time  to  accommodate  next  spring's  trade,  and  will 
cost  $80,000.  It  promises  to  be  a  strong  and  durable 
structure,  and  has  been  urged  on  in  a  manner  credit- 
able to  all  concerned. 

There  is  another  appropriation  claiming  the  in- 
stant attention  of  the  Legislature.  Tjie  failure  of  the 
appropriation  bill  of  last  year,  made  it  necessary  for 
me  to  resort  to  the  authority  given  by  the  resolution 
of  June  16th,  1836,  to  borrow  |200,000  for  the  use  of 
the  Erie  extension  of  the  main  line  and  the  North 
Branch.  The  loan  was  promptly  taken  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  though  the  interest  was  limited 
by  the  resolution  to  4  per  cent.  The  money  was 
equally  apportioned  between  the  works  named  in  the 
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resolution.  It  enabled  the  contractors  to  continue 
their  operations  during  the  summer,  but  the  portion 
given  to  the  North  Branch  is  now  exhausted,  and  that 
to  the  Erie  extension  will  also  soon  be  expended.  It 
therefore  becomes  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to 
make  temporary  provision  for  the  wants  of  these 
works,  and  of  the  Gettysburg  extension  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Kail-road,  which  received  no  part  of  the  |200,- 
000,  and  is  now  much  in  want  of  funds. 

Permit  me  strongly  to  urge  the  propriety,  policy 
and  justice  to  contractors  and  laborers,  of  passing  a 
bill  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  making  a  tem- 
porary provision  for  these  works.  For  ordinary  re- 
pairs |280,000  will  be  required;  for  extraordinary  re- 
pairs 1347,295;  and  for  present  aid  to  new  works,  |300,- 
000;  the  last  named  sum  to  be  distributed  in  such  a 
manner  as  the  board  of  commissioners  may  think  just, 
among  the  works  above  mentioned. 

After  deducting  these  indispensable  appropriations, 
which  I  would  again  most  earnestly  urge  upon  the  im- 
mediate and  favorable  attention  of  the  Legislature, 
there  remains  a  balance  of  |1,092,415 .  61,  chiefly  appli- 
cable to  the  other  great  object,  viz:  the  completion  of 
the  unfinished  works.  These  are  the  Erie  extension 
of  the  main  line;  the  North  Branch  canal;  the  Gettys- 
burg extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail-road,  and 
the  completion  of  the  West  Branch  canal.  They  all 
possess  the  strongest  claims,  and  should  engross  the 
public  resources  until  brought  to  completion.  This 
is  not  only  dictated  by  justice  to  the  citizens  resident 
in  the  several  quarters  of  the  state  through  which  they 
pass,  but  by  the  soundest  policy  and  economy. 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  extension  to  the  noble 
harbor  of  Erie  will  give  Pennsylvania  the  undisputed 
command  of  the  Lake  trade,  and  will  redeem  her  long 
plighted  and  almost  broken  faith,  to  that  quarter  of 
the  State.     Including  such  portion  of  the  temporary 
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appropriations  before  mentioned,  as  shall  be  applied 
to  this  work,  the  resources  of  the  state  will  not  now 
afford  a  greater  appropriation  to  this  line  than  |400,- 
000.  The  appropriation  of  this  sum  I  would  accord- 
ingly recommend  in  the  following  manner:  |300,000 
to  carry  on  the  work  now  under  contract,  and  |100,000 
to  be  applied  to  the  most  difficult  portions  of  the  whole 
remainder  of  the  route  from  the  termination  of  the 
work  under  contract,  to  the  harbor  of  Erie.  This 
course,  by  causing  the  early  commencement  of  the 
heaviest  sections,  will  ultimately  hasten  the  comple- 
tion of  the  whole  work  with  the  least  possible  present 
outlay  to  the  State.  |100,000  will  be  enough  for  the 
latter  purpose,  because  it  will  be  late  in  the  ensuing 
summer  before  the  necessary  surveys,  locations  and 
contracts  are  made,  previous  to  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  operations  by  contractors. 

The  completion  of  the  North  Branch  canal  to  the 
New  York  line,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lackawanna, 
where  the  canal  now  has  its  Northern  termination, 
should  be  urged  with  all  possible  vigor.  The  supply 
of  New  York  and  the  Lake  country  with  anthracite 
will  be  the  vast  and  profitable  business  of  this  branch. 
The  canal  also  from  Columbia  to  tide,  will  draw  much 
of  the  Wyoming,  Mahanoy,  Shamokin  and  Lykens  Val- 
ley coal  to  the  South,  along  the  lower  portion  of  the 
North  Branch  and  the  Susquehanna  canals.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  therefore  of  the  ultimate  profit  of  the 
whole  line  of  canal  from  Columbia  to  Tioga  Point.  A 
like  appropriation,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Erie  exten- 
sion of  the  main  line,  is  recommended  to  be  applied 
in  the  same  manner  and  proportions — that  is  |300,000, 
including  the  temporary  appropriation  to  carry  on  the 
work  under  contract,  and  |1 00,000  to  commence  the 
heaviest  sections  on  the  whole  line  yet  to  be  located. 

The  Gettysburg  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail 
road,  though  little  known,  is  among  the  most  import- 
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ant  links  in  the  chain  of  our  internal  improvements. 
It  will  ultimately  connect  Philadelphia  with  the  West- 
ern waters  by  a  very  direct  route,  lying  so  far  South 
as  to  be  comparatively  free  from  obstruction  by  frost 
and  snow.  About  one  half  of  the  distance  will  be  con- 
structed by  the  citizens  of  another  state,  the  advan- 
tages of  which  are  secured  by  law  to  Pennsylvania. 
We  are  thus  saved  millions  of  dollars  in  effecting 
this  connection:  |300,000  (including  the  portion  of 
temporary  appropriation  above  mentioned),  can  be  ap- 
propriated to  this  work;  |225,000  to  carry  on  work 
now  under  contract,  and  the  remainder  to  commence 
the  most  difficult  portions  of  the  balance  of  the  whole 
route. 

The  amount  yet  required  to  complete  the  Tangas- 
cootack  extension  of  the  West  Branch  canal  is  |34,- 
000.  This  sum  should  be  given,  that  that  work  may 
at  length  be  finished.  The  legislature  should  also 
take  means  to  ascertain  the  best  mode  of  connecting 
the  waters  of  the  West  Branch  with  those  of  the  Al- 
legheny, so  that  a  continuous  water  communication  . 
may  be  formed  between  Eastern  and  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, when  the  resources  of  the  state  will  bear  it. 
The  report  of  B.  Aycrigg  on  that  subject  has  removed 
every  doubt  from  my  mind  of  the  practicability  of  the 
project,  but  inasmuch  as  the  resources  of  the  State 
will  not  now  authorize  the  commencement  of  the  work, 
it  would  be  productive  of  much  benefit  to  have  all  the 
routes,  supposed  to  be  practicable,  but  not  examined 
by  the  engineer  just  named,  fully  explored,  so  that 
when  the  work  is  really  commenced,  as  it  most  cer- 
tainly will  be  at  no  distant  day,  the  very  best  route 
may  be  adopted. 

After  all  these  appropriations,  enough  will  still  be 
left  to  enable  the  legislature  to  extend  some  aid  to 
turnpikes  and  other  roads.     While  we  are  laying  out 
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millions  to  send  the  canal  boat  and  locomotive  into 
every  quarter  of  the  State,  we  should  not  forget  that 
Pennsylvania  for  a  long  time  owed  her  prosperity 
mainly  to  the  five  horse  team.  And  that,  though  her 
wagoners  as  a  distinct  race,  are  rapidly  disappearing 
from  many  parts  of  the  State,  yet  that  they  are  still 
the  main  reliance  of  several  counties,  either  inacces- 
sible to,  or  yet  unreached  by  canals  and  rail  roads. 
There  are  also  counties,  such  as  that  of  Greene,  in 
which  more  real  good  would  be  accomplished  by  the 
expenditure  of  |10,000  in  M'Adamizing  a  leading  road, 
than  by  the  expenditure  of  five  times  that  sum  in  other 
quarters.  The  appropriation  of  |75,000  to  the  turn- 
pikes and  other  roads  of  counties  heretofore  little  bene- 
fitted by  the  public  works,  will  be  an  act  of  bare  jus- 
tice, and  is  therefore  recommended  for  the  present 
year. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  allotting  the  foregoing 
appropriations,  the  estimates  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, have  not  been  throughout  adhered  to.  If  the 
state  of  the  Treasury  would  permit  it,  I  should  not 
undertake  to  differ  from  the  proper  public  agents,  on 
a  matter  committed  to  their  charge.  But  taking  into 
view  the  whole  wants  of  the  State  in  connexion  with 
the  present  condition  of  the  Treasury,  I  find  it  im- 
possible fully  to  concur  in  their  recommendations, 
without  a  permanent  increase  of  the  public  debt.  I 
have,  therefore,  been  compelled  to  reduce  the  various 
estimates.  I  know  that  they  are  generally  less  than 
have  been  expected  by  those  connected  with  the  dif- 
ferent works,  and  the  only  reason  which  can  or  need 
be  assigned,  is  the  inability  of  the  Treasury  to  afford 
more.  If  the  Legislature  should,  however,  think 
proper  to  increase  the  appropriations  to  the  Erie  and 
North  Branch  canals,  and  the  Gettysburg  railroad,  and 
to  the  turnpikes,  by  authorizing  a  temporary  loan  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under  its  charter,  at 
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4  per  cent.,  to  meet  the  dilterences  when  the  fund  in 
the  Treasury  shall  be  exhausted,  I  shall  have  no  hesi- 
tation to  concur.  Perhaps  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  this  measure  may  be  right  in  another  point 
of  view.  It  may  be  that  our  reasonable  calculation 
on  a  restoration  of  the  usual  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  again  disappointed,  and  that  the  receipts 
into  the  treasury  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations recommended.  Authority  to  negociate  a 
temporary  loan  of  a  limited  amount,  to  guard  against 
this  contingency,  might  much  promote  the  public  in- 
terest, and  can  do  no  evil.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  amount  of  such  loan  will  be  repaid  out  of  the  or- 
dinary resources  of  the  following  year.  The  good  ef- 
fect of  the  temporar}^  loan,  which  saved  the  character 
of  the  State  during  last  summer,  will  prove  the  wis- 
dom of  the  measure. 

The  non-payment  of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  on  which  our 
citizens  justly  counted,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
recommend  appropriations  to  other  important  and 
deserving  objects.  The  locks  in  the  canal  from  Dun- 
can's Island  should  be  doubled,  as  a  safe  means  of  re- 
pair, and  to  prepare  for  the  increase  of  business, 
which  must  soon  take  place  on  that  part  of  the  pub- 
lic works.  The  capacity  of  those  on  the  Delaware  Di- 
vision should  be  increased,  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the 
size  of  the  locks  on  the  Lehigh  Company's  works.  The 
Union  canal  has  also  strong  claims  on  the  State  for 
aid  in  the  contemplated  increase  of  the  size  of  the 
locks  on  that  work,  so  as  to  pass  the  large  boats  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal.  The  decayed  wooden  locks 
on  the  North  Branch  should  be  renewed.  The  Beaver 
and  French  Creek  divisions,  though  their  productive- 
ness to  the  State  is  yet  inconsiderable,  should  not  be 
permitted  to  go  to  ruin.  These  and  other  similar 
claims,  must  now  be  postponed  till  a  period  when  the 
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renewed  prosperity  of  the  country  shall  enable  the 
State  to  be  more  generous. 

1  have  presented  this  particular  estimate  and  plan 
of  appropriations  not  with  the  expectation  that  the 
latter  will  be  adopted  throughout,  or  with  the  deter- 
mination to  concur  in  no  other,  but  to  shew  that  the 
indispensable  wants  of  the  commonw^ealth,  may  all 
be  supplied  from  her  own  unborrowed  resources.  It 
will  atl'ord  me  great  pleasure  to  aid  in  giving  efficacy 
to  any  better  project  which  the  wisdom  of  the  Legis- 
lature may  devise.  But,  while  I  make  the  avowal  of 
readiness  to  do  so,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  no  force  of  circumstances  will  compel  me  to  con- 
sent to  a  permanent  increase  of  the  State  debt.  All 
our  energies  should  now  be  devoted  to  such  measures 
as  will  ensure  and  hasten  its  decrease. 

The  accompanying  correspondence  between  the  for 
eign  agents  of  the  holders  of  Pennsylvania  State  Stock 
and  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  will  shew  that  consid- 
erable dissatisfaction  now  exists,  because  this  State 
has  not  taken  measures  to  pay  the  interest  of  her  debt, 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent.  It  is  said  that  New  York, 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  have  done  so,  and  the  creditors  of 
Pennsylvania  demand  the  same  justice.  The  whole 
matter  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature, 
that  such  order  may  be  taken  upon  it  as  the  honor 
of  the  State  and  justice  to  her  citizens  and  creditors 
may  require.  The  subject  is  introduced  in  this  con- 
nexion as  exhibiting  an  additional  strong  reason  for 
avoiding  any  increase  of  our  debt,  and  for  confining 
all  our  present  energies  to  the  single  product  of  mak- 
ing the  expenditure,  already  incurred,  as  speedily  pro- 
ductive as  practicable. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
a  joint  resolution  was  presented  to  me,  authorizing  a 
loan  by  the  State  for  two  years,  of  |150,000,  at  6  per 
cent,  interest,  to  the  Harrisb\irg  and  Lancaster  Rail 
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Eoad  Company.  It  was  not  then,  nor  has  it  been 
since  signed.  I  now  assign  the  following  reasons  for 
withholding  the  Executive  approbation. 

1.  Because,  just  before  the  resolution  was  presented 
to  me,  1  had  refused  to  sign  the  general  improvement 
bill  of  the  session,  chiefly  on  account  of  its  containing 
a  large  amount  of  appropriations  and  aids  to  company 
works,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  works  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  the  entire  prostration  of  her  fu- 
ture resources,  if  the  bill  should  succeed.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution  in  question  had  no  stronger 
claims  than  they,  and  could  not  have  been  approved 
if  embraced  in  that  bill,  nor  can  it  now  be  approved 
separately. 

2.  Because,  I  w^holly  disapprove  of  the  practice  of 
commencing  extensive  worksi  by  companies  or  other 
private  means,  without  full  ability  and  preparation 
to  complete  them.  The  practice  of  doing  so,  and  of 
then  throwing  them  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  completion,  has  been  too  extensively  fol- 
lowed, and  should  be  discountenanced.  It  is  unjust  to 
the  citizens  of  the  'State  generally,  injurious  to  the 
citizens  through  whose  property  they  pass,  and  ruin- 
ous to  the  unfinished  system  of  State  works. 

3.  Because,  almost  the  only  business  which  can  be 
transacted  on  the  road  in  question,  will  be  abstracted 
from  the  public  works  of  the  State,  at  Lancaster  and 
Harrisburg.  The  loss  to  the  State,  by  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers  alone  on  this  road,  has  been  already 
considerable,  and  when  it  shall  be  completed  and  used 
for  the  transportation  of  freight,  will,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, amount  to  |100,000  per  annum.  It  therefore 
has  no  very  strong  claims  on  the  liberality  of  the  Com- 
monw^ealth. 

4.  Because,  even  if  the  claims  of  this  road  for  aid 
were  strong,  as  they  are  not,  the  condition  of  the  State 
Treasury  will  not  afford  the  proposed  loan.     A  suflfi- 
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cient  amount  to  carry  on  the  proper  undertakings  of 
the  commonwealth  is  barely  on  hand;  and  even  if 
more  were  possessed,  their  wants  would  require  it 
all. 

5.  And  finally,  because  I  wish  to  make  my  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution  indicate  the  decided  objections 
entertained  against  the  ruinous  policy  of  chartering 
companies  to  make  railroads  and  canals  parallel  with 
the  public  improvements.  If  this  course  be  pursued 
and  particularly  if  the  companies  be  also  aided  by  the 
State  in  thus  setting  the  State  works  idle,  the  latter 
had  better  at  once  be  abandoned. 

On  the  same  day  there  was  also  presented  to  me 
for  signature,  a  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  incorporating 
the  Buck  Eidge  rail  road  and  Mining  company,  and  for 
other  purposes.''  This  bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will 
incorporate  or  extend  the  privileges  of  eleven  com- 
panies, with  power  to  purchase  and  hold  30,000  acres 
of  land,  and  operate  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
13,200,000;  all  of  them  to  mine  and  transport  coal  to 
market,  and  some  with  power  to  construct  rail  roads. 
The  contemplated  companies,  whose  powers  are  gen- 
erall}^  to  continue  for  20  years,  are,  ''The  Buck  Kidge 
Railroad  and  Mining  company,"  to  operate  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Schuylkill  with  a  capital  of  |350,000.  ''The  Dau- 
phin and  Susquehanna  coal  company,"  continued  and 
extended  for  20  years,  to  operate  in  Dauphin,  with  a 
capital  of  |500,000.  "The  Union  railroad  and  Mining 
company,"  to  operate  in  Schuylkill  and  Dauphin,  with 
a  capital  of  |350,000.  "The  Morris  Run  coal  com- 
pany," to  operate  in  Tioga,  with  a  capital  of  |250,000. 
The  "Eckley  coal  company,"  to  operate  in  Northamp- 
ton, with  a  capital  of  |254,000.  "The  Western  Penn- 
sylvania coal  company,"  to  operate  in  Warren  and 
M'Kean,  with  a  capital  of  |100,000.  "The  Pine  Ridge 
coal  company,"  to  operate  in  Luzerne  and  Northamp- 
ton, with  a  capital  of  |300,000.     "The  Hanover  coal 
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company/'  to  operate  in  Luzerne  and  Northampton, 
with  a  capital  of  |300,000.  "The  Harleigh  coal  com- 
pany," to  operate  in  Luzerne  and  Northampton,  with 
a  capital  of  |250,000.  "The  Bradford  coal  company," 
to  operate  in  Bradford  county,  with  a  capital  of 
1250,000.  And  "The  Franklin  railroad  company," 
with  privileges  and  rights  similar  to  the  preceding 
coal  companies,  to  operate  in  the  county  of  Bradford, 
with  a  capital  of  |300,000. 

I  am  constrained  to  refuse  the  Executive  approba- 
tion and  signature  to  this  bill  by  the  following  rea- 
sons: 

1.  Because  the  incorporation  of  companies  of  any 
kind,  to  accomplish  objects  within  the  reach  of  pri- 
vate enterprise,  is  a  departure  from  the  good,  old 
and  safe  rule  of  legislation  in  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Because  the  mining  of  coal,  though  it  may  have 
required  the  enlarged  powers  of  corporations  to  com- 
mence and  carry  it  into  successful  operation,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  coal  trade,  is  a  business  now  well 
understood,  and  profitably  pursued  by  thousands  of 
private  citizens,  whose  rights  and  interests  will  be 
injured  by  the  exercise  of  corporate  power  and  compe- 
tition. 

3.  Because  the  law  authorizing  and  regulating  lim- 
ited partnerships,  presents  all  the  opportunity  for  the 
investment  of  capital  without  risk  to  the  remainder 
of  the  owners'  property,  and  for  combined  operation 
by  individuals,  now  necessary  to  prosecute  this  or  any 
other  branch  of  private  business. 

4.  Because  the  desire  to  form  coal  companies,  is  gen- 
erally produced  by  the  mere  spirit  of  speculation,  or  by 
some  plan  to  dispose  of  a  particular  tract  of  land  to 
great  advantage,  and  not  by  the  intention  of  real  in- 
vestment in  this  particular  branch  of  business,  or 
of  carrying  it  on  as  a  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood. 

5.  And  above  all,  because  I  feel  the  utmost  repug- 
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nance  against  any  project  that  may  have  the  influ- 
ence of  crippling  or  monopolizing  the  great  coal  trade 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  fear  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  general  incorporation  oi  coal  comi)anies. 

The  reasons  thus  given  against  signing  the  resolu- 
tion and  bill  above  named,  I  desire  may  be  received 
and  acted  on  by  the  Legislature,  as  my  compliance 
with  the  22d  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Commonwealth. 

One  more  remark  will  complete  all  that  need  now 
be  said  with  regard  to  companies.  The  usual  prac- 
tice has  betn  to  grant  canal  and  railroad  corporations 
the  privilege  of  entering  upon  and  constructing  their 
works  through  private  property,  without  first  ascer- 
taining the  compensation  or  damages  to  be  paid  to 
the  persons  injured;  and  in  some  cases,  the  mode  of 
assessing  and  recovering  the  damages  is  extremely 
dilatory  and  unjust.  Permit  me  to  suggest  to  the 
Legislature  the  propriety  of  providing  in  all  acts  of 
incorporation  hereafter  to  be  granted,  that  no  pri- 
vate property  shall  be  taken,  until  the  amount  of  dam- 
age sustained  by  each  individual,  shall  have  been  first 
ascertained  and  secured.  If  it  were  even  provided, 
that  payment  should  be  made  before  the  commence- 
ment of  actual  operations  on  the  ground,  it  might 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  much  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property  by  canals  and  railroads  commenced,  but 
never  carried  out  to  a  state  of  useful  completion. 

The  State  works  are  sometimes  also  productive  of 
injury  to  private  property,  in  a  way  which  does  not 
admit  of  reparation  under  any  general  law.  Houses, 
barns,  &c.,  have  been  consumed  by  sparks  falling  from 
locomotive^  on  the  State  rail-ways,  to  compensate  for 
which  the  State  agents  possess  no  authority.  The 
only  relief  heretofore,  has  been  through  a  tedious  and 
expensive  application  to  the  Legislature.  I  would 
suggest  the  justice  of  passing  a  law,  authorizing  the 
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Appraisers  of  Damages,  to  estimate  the  full  loss  suf- 
fered by  any  citizen,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  the 
railroads  and  canals  of  the  State  by  the  public  agents, 
the  amount  to  be  instantly  paid  out  of  the  State  Treas- 
ury to  the  person  aggrieved,  on  a  certificate  of  the 
damages  by  the  Appraisers,  accompanied  with  the 
proper  warrant. 

The  law  of  10th  April,  1835,  ^^to  graduate  lands  on 
which  money  is  due  and  unpaid  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,'^  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation  on 
the  10th  of  April  next.  The  object  of  this  law  was  to 
encourage  the  patenting  of  lands  by  proportioning 
the  purchase  money  payable  to  the  State  to  the  actual 
value  of  the  land.  The  end  aimed  at  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  passing  it,  has  been  largely  attained,  as  will 
appear  by  comparing  the  amount  of  money  brought 
into  the  Treasury  from  this  source  since  its  passage 
with  that  of  previous  years.  There  are,  without  doubt, 
still  many  tracts  similarly  situated  with  those  which 
have  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  law.  I  would  therefore 
recommend  its  further  extension,  not  merely  as  an 
act  of  justice,  but  as  one  which  will  have  a  good  ef-  . 
feet  on  the  public  revenue. 

The  lien  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  land  owned 
by  John  Nicholson  and  Peter  Baynton,  has  recently 
caused  some  excitement  among  the  citizens  claiming 
that  property.  It  has  been  the  practice  for  many 
years  for  the  Governor  to  appoint  agents  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Nicholson  land,  with  the  general  powers 
described  in  the  act  of  1825,  on  the  subject.  Hereto- 
fore the  agents,  though  clothed  with  general  powers 
of  discovery,  have  confined  their  researches  to  a  few 
tracts;  but  latterly,  owing  to  the  increasing  value 
of  land  in  the  coal  and  other  regions,  they  have  gone 
into  an  investigation  of  the  titles  of  whole  sections  of 
the  State,  and  have  thereby  introduced  general  alarm 
and  distrust.     Under  these  circumstances  the  Secre- 


390  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

tary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  whose  office  the  reports 
of  Nicholson  agents  are  filed  for  the  final  action  of 
the  Nicholson  Board,  has,  with  my  concurrence,  adopt- 
ed a  more  strict  course  of  proceeding  than  that  here- 
tofore indulged  in.  The  report  is  now  required  to 
set  forth  a  full  description  of  the  tracts  attempted  to 
be  charged  with  the  lien,  and  an  explicit  detail  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  intended  to  establish  the 
claim  of  the  State,  so  as  to  inform  the  adverse  claim- 
ant of  the  facts  necessary  to  be  disproved.  This  prac- 
tice, together  with  the  rule  adopted  by  the  Nicholson 
Board,  composed  of  the  Attorney  General,  Auditor 
General,  Survej^or  General  and  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office,  not  to  act  on  any  case  of  this  kind  hereafter,  ex- 
cept at  a  full  Board,  has  already  checked  much  of  the 
loose  proceedings  of  the  agents,  and  of  the  excitement 
of  the  claimants.  The  matter  is  now  referred  to  the 
Legislature,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  as  shall 
be  consistent  not  only  with  the  claim  of  the  State, 
but  with  the  safety  of  land  titles,  particularly  in  the 
coal  regions — a  matter  of  far  greater  importance  to 
the  State  than  the  collection  of  the  balance  of  the 
lien.  Should  the  Legislature  decline  acting  on  the 
subject,  and  should  the  excitement  continue,  it  may 
become  necessary  to  supersede  the  commissions  of 
the  agents  as  the  only  quieting  measure  in  my  power. 
During  the  past  season  the  Geological  Survey  of  the 
State,  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1836,  has  been  regu- 
larly and  rapidly  progressing,  in  consequence  of  the 
additional  aid  given  by  the  legislature  at  its  last  ses- 
sion. The  field  of  detailed  operations  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  the  portion  of  the  State  lying  between  the 
South  Mountain  and  the  New  York  State  line,  and 
the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna  rivers.  Other  por- 
tions of  the  State  have  also  been  explored  in  a  gen- 
eral manner,  preparatory  to  a  more  minute  survey. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  operational  of  the  season 
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embraces  all  the  anthracite  coal  beds,  and  many  of 
the  rich  iron  deposits  of  the  State.  When  the  informa- 
tion thus  acquired  by  the  chief  geologist  shall  be  laid 
before  the  public,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  full  cer- 
tainty of  results  and  the  general  interests  of  the  sur- 
vey will  admit,  it  will,  beyond  a  doubt  amply  reward 
the  patience  and  support  of  the  friends  of  the  mea- 
sure. 

No  feature  in  the  rich  mineral  formation  of  thi^ 
State  is  more  remarkable  than  the  vicinity  to  each 
other  of  coal  and  iron.  Frequently  they  form  differ- 
ent strata  of  the  same  hill.  Admitted  as  they  are 
bv  all,  to  be  the  main  elements  of  our  wealth,  it  is 
at  present  hardly  possible  to  estimate  the  advantages 
which  we  shall  derive  from  the  same  union  of  them 
in  the  arts  which  Providence  has  thus  formed  in 
their  position.  When  the  attempts  now  making  in 
Clearfield,  Lj^coming,  Schuylkill  and  other  counties, 
to  smelt  iron  with  mineral  coal  shall  be  successful,  as 
they  will  be,  as  certainly  as  it  is  true  that  American 
ingenuity  is  equal  to  that  of  any  other  country,  the 
effect  will  be  immensely  advantageous  over  the  whole 
State.  Not  only  will  the  hitherto  barren  hills  and 
silent  valleys  of  our  mountain  ranges  teem  with  use- 
ful population,  but  the  whole  agricultural  portion  of 
the  State  will  acquire  additional  value,  from  the  con- 
sequent increased  demand  for  provisions  to  supply 
the  mining  and  smelting  districts. — The  public  works 
will  find  ample  employment,  and  a  population  four 
times  our  present  number,  will  be  supported  in  hap- 
piness, because  in  the  enjoyment  of  competence  pro- 
duced by  honorable  and  profitable  industry. 

Every  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  State.  In  this  point  of 
view,  permit  me  to  bespeake  your  favorable  recep- 
tion of  the  memorial  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  on  the  subject  of  a  school  of 
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arts  and  mines.  The  object  is  to  establish  an  in- 
stitution to  afford  instruction  in  the  application  of 
the  sciences  and  arts  to  the  practical  business  of  life, 
particularly  to  agriculture,  and  to  teach  the  correct 
theory  and  practice  of  mining,  with  the  sciences  there- 
with connected.  The  project  is  of  the  deepest  im- 
portance to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Common- 
wealth. • 

It  is  necessary  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  the  act  of  15th  April,  1834,  relative  to  the 
standards  and  denominations  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures. That  act  expired  by  its  own  limitation  on  the 
loth  of  last  April,  before  any  of  the  duties  enjoined 
upon  the  Executive  were  performed.  The  agency  of 
the  Franklin  Institute  had  been  requested  and  ob- 
tained by  my  predecessor,  and  the  matter  has  been 
since  continued  in  the  same  well  qualified  hands. 

The  accompanying  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  is  now  entrusted  by 
The  Institute,  will  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  which 
has  occurred,  and  the  proposed  cost  and  manner  of 
accomplishing  the  object.  But  as  nothing  can  be 
done  unless  the  law  be  re-enacted,  permit  me  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  that  measure. 

It  has  been  frequently  a  reproach  to  Pennsylvania, 
that  her  great  staple,  coal,  is  not  used  on  her  public 
works,  while  the  neighboring  States  have  it  in  success- 
ful application.  Though  it  is  not  by  any  means  cer- 
tain that  mineral  coal,  particularly  of  the  anthra- 
cite kind,  has  been  successfully  used  to  generate  steam 
any  where  on  railroads,  at  least  to  any  profitable  ex- 
tent, yet  the  object  is  one  of  paramount  importance 
here.  A  few  years  more  will  so  thin  our  forests  that 
wood  to  supply  our  locomotive  and  other  steam  en- 
gines must  become  scarce.  Now  is  a  proper  time 
to  provide  a  substitute.  All  see  that  it  must  be  coal. 
But  the  use  of  it  for  this  particular  purpose,  is  not 
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yet  sufficiently  understood,  nor  can  the  requisite  know- 
ledge ever  be  acquired  by  State  experiments,  except 
at  greatly  increased  expense.  I  would  therefore  ad- 
vise that  inducements  be  held  (5ut  by  the  State  to  en- 
courage individuals  to  embark  in  the  undertaking. 
Such  a  stimulus  will  soon  effect  the  object. 

The  culture  of  the  mulberry  and  the  production  of 
silk,  are  now  known  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  soil  and 
climate  of  the  State.  The  care  of  the  silk  worm  is 
also  suited  to  the  other  employments  of  the  mass  of 
our  population,  and  the  manufacture  of  the  article 
will  add  greatly  to  our  wealth.  The  legislature  en- 
deavored to  promote  it,  by  the  act  of  1832,  authorizing 
the  establifthment  of  one  silk  company  in  each  county. 
But  the  means  adopted  seem  not  to  have  produced  the 
desired  result.  A  company  has  been  chartered  in 
each  of  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Chester,  Cumberland, 
Lancaster,  Lebanon  and  Philadelphia,  but  without 
much  apparent  success.  Nor  is  it  perhaps  desirable 
that  they  should  succeed.  The  silk  business  will  un- 
doubtedly become  one  of  first  rate  importance  among 
us,  and  will  probably  be  the  sooner  fairly  established 
if  left  to  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  private  enter- 
prize,  properly  encouraged  by  the  Legislature.  With 
this  view,  I  would  recommend  that  a  small  premium 
be  offered  by  the  State,  for  a  limited  time,  on  speci- 
fied quantities  of  the  article,  when  the  production  of 
our  own  soil  and  industry. 

The  accompanying  menaorial  from  the  ^^society  for 
alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  prisons,"  will  be 
read  with  Interest,  as  coming  from  a  body  that  has 
accomplished  so  much  for  humanity,  in  the  perfection 
of  the  Penitentiary  system  of  Pennsylvania.  Their 
object  is  to  carry  that  system  into  the  county  prisons, 
with  the  view  of  obviating  the  demoralizing  effect 
produced  by  throwing  the  mere  debtor,  or  the  new  and 
comparatively  guiltless  culprit,  into  the  same  den  of 
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vice  with  the  old  and  hardened  offender.  It  appears 
that  the  gaols  of  many  of  the  counties  are  very  old 
structures;  that  of  Delaware  was  built  in  1724,  Lan- 
caster in  1745,  York  in  1749,  Northampton  in  1756,  and 
those  of  Chester  and  Cumberland,  at  an  early  day. — 
Most  of  the  others  are  constructed  on  the  old  plan, 
though  recently  built.  It  must,  therefore  be,  that  they 
are  all  ill  adapted  to  the  increased  population  and  im- 
proved prison  discipline  of  the  present  time.  Permit 
me  to  recommend  this  matter  to  your  serious  atten- 
tion, as  one  intimately  connected  with  the  moral  wel- 
fare of  the  State. 

Perhaps  the  best  measure  that  could  now  be  adopt- 
ed, would  be  the  passage  of  a  law  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  collect  from 
the  Sheriffs  of  the  different  counties,  and  report  to 
the  next  Legislature,  for  their  action  on  the  subject, 
full  information  of  the  date  of  building,  size,  interior 
arrangements,  and  discipline  of  all  the  county  prisons 
in  the  State,  together  with  the  actual  and  usual  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  whether  as  debtors,  persons  accused 
of  crime,  or  convicts;  and  the  kind,  cost,  and  manner 
of  subsisting  them.  The  occasion  would  also  present 
a  fine  opportunity  for  acquiring  correct  and  useful  in- 
formation as  to  the  education,  moral  culture,  and  tem- 
perate habits  of  the  convicts,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  con- 
nexion between  ignorance,  or  intemperance  and  crime. 
In  legislation  on  the  subject,  care  should  however  be 
taken  to  exclude  the  idea  of  an  intention  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  debtors  and  persons  merely  con- 
fined for  trial,  by  any  investigation  not  necessary  to 
the  administration  of  justice;  or  by  the  application 
to  them  of  the  system  of  involuntary  labour. 

The  law  of  6th  April,  1830,  imposing  a  State  tax 
upon  proceedings  in  courts,  and  upon  deeds,  mort- 
gages, letters  testamentary  and  letters  of  administra- 
tion, was  passed  when  the  public  revenue  required  ex- 


Joseph  Ritner.  395 

traordinary  expedients  for  its  increase.  The  condi- 
tion and  future  prospects  of  the  treasury  are  now  dif- 
ferent. This  tax  was  always  much  complained  of. 
Paid,  as  the  greater  portion  of  it  is,  by  the  already 
distressed  and  impoverished  debtor,  or  by  the  family 
of  the  deceased  owner  of  a  limited  estate,  which  by  the 
law  is  liable  to  the  same  tax  as  a  large  one,  it  falls  on 
a  portion  of  society  which  can  least  afford  it.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  its  repeal. 

The  revision  of  the  civil  code,  lately  closed,  has  in- 
troduced some  new  provisions  into  the  laws  of  the 
State,  which  are  not  found  to  operate  well  in  practice, 
and  will  require  further  legislation.  By  the  old  law 
of  the  State,  debts  due  to  a  person  who  is  himself  a 
debtor,  could  not  be  taken  in  execution  by  his  cred- 
itor. By  the  22d  section  of  the  present  act  "relat- 
ing to  executions,''  this  may  be  done  without  any  limi- 
tation. It  appears  to  me  that  this  power  over  claims 
upon  others,  is  calculated,  in  some  instances,  to  pro- 
duce great  hardship.  I  have  recently  heard  of  a  case 
in  which  the  month's  earnings,  forming  the  only  support 
of  the  family  of  a  citizen  thus  situated,  were  attached 
for  an  old  debt  incurred  while  he  was  in  other  circum- 
stances. Such  an  unlimited  provision  could  only  have 
been  admitted  into  the  law  by  inadvertence.  I  would 
therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  exempting  a  certain 
portion,  or  the  earnings  for  a  designated  time,  of  the 
debtor,  from  execution,  in  the  same  manner  as  house- 
hold utensils  and  other  necessary  articles  are  now  by 
law  exempted.  There  can  be  no  loss  or  injustice  to 
the  creditor  in  such  a  provision,  because  the  honest 
debtor  will  voluntarily  devote  to  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  all  the  money  he  can  spare  from  the  support  of 
his  family,  which  no  law  should  be  permitted  to  in- 
terfere with.  And  the  dishonest  man,  when  he  finds 
that  his  daily  labour  does  not  contribute  to  the  sup- 
ply of  his  own  wants,  and  those  of  his  family,  will  not 
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labour  at  all.  So  that,  from  the  present  law,  little 
good  will  result  to  the  creditor,  and  much  evil  may 
be  entailed  on  the  debtor's  family,  and  on  society. 

I  have  thus  recommended  such  measures  as  at  pres- 
ent seem  to  be  expedient  and  necessary.  I  will  not 
now  occupy  more  of  your  time,  except  to  say  that  it 
will  afford  me  sincere  pleasure  to  concur  in  any  other 
means,  for  the  good  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  the 
wisdom  of  the  legislature  may  devise  and  adopt. 

JOS.  KITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  December  6,  1837. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  a  Bill  entitled  ''An  Act  Incor- 
porating the  Buck  Ridge  Railroad  and  Mining 
Company,  and  for  Other  Purposes." 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  December  6th,  1837. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  NUMBERED  83,  AND  ENTITLED  "AN 
act  incorporating  the  Buck  Ridge  railroad  and 
mining  company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
presented  to  me  so  near  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  that  sufficient  opportunity  was  not 
afforded  to  examine  its  provisions  and  to  prepare  a 
statement  of  the  objections  entertained  against  its  ap- 
proval and  signature.  I  now  return  it  to  the  Senate 
in  which  it  originated,  and  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
refer  to  the  annual  message  this  day  delivered,  for  a 
full  detail  of  the  reasons  which  have  caused  me  to 
refuse  the  executive  signature. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
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To  the  Senate  Returning  for  Reconsideration  "An 
Act  to  Annul  the  Marriage  Contract  of  Evan  Evans 
and  Mary  his  Wife,  and  Others." 

Gentlemen: 

I  DEEM  IT  MY  DUTY  TO  RETUEN  THE  ACCOM- 
pauying  bill,  numbered  82,  and  entitled,  "An  act 
to  annul  the  marriage  contract  of  Evan  Evans 
and  Mary  Ms  wife,  and  others,'^  for  your  further  con- 
sideration. I  am  aware  of  no  cause  for  refusing  the 
executive  signature  to  the  two  first  two  sections  of 
it;  but  after  careful  deliberation,  have  been  able  to 
discover  no  sufficient  reason  to  justify  the  approval 
of  the  third. 

The  bill  reached  me  on  the  last  day  of  the  late  ses- 
sion, at  a  time  when  it  was  impossible  to  give  it  that 
careful  attention,  which  a  law  to  render  void  the  mar- 
riage contract,  should  ever  receive.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, then  acted  on.  During  the  summer,  the  case  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major  was  fully  examined.  I  now  re- 
turn the  whole  bill  for  your  final  action;  with  the 
remark  on  the  two  first  sections,  that  nothing  but 
their  being  coupled  with  the  third,  prevented  their 
approval.  On  a  former  occasion,  the  practice  of  in- 
cluding in  the  same  bill  subjects  distinct  and  sep- 
arate in  their  nature,  was  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  embarrassing  to  the  Executive.  Permit 
me  now  to  say,  that  it  is  also  sometimes  injurious  to 
the  interests  and  individuals  concerned,  and  should 
therefore  be  discontinued. 

My  objections  against  signing  the  bill,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  3d  section  are: 

l!  Because  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the 
alleged  facts  on  which  the  diverse  was  asked  for  by 
Mr.  Major  have  been  disproved  by  his  wife. 

2.  Because  those  facts,  even  if  proved  in  the  strong- 
est manner,  do  not  appear  to  amount  to  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  divorce.     The  chief  objection  alleged 
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against  Mrs.  Major  being  an  irregularity  occurring 
after  marriage,  which,  though  certainly  a  great  mis- 
fortune to  both  parties,  is  only  such  a  one  as  may  be 
incident  to  a  contract  "for  better  or  worse." 

3.  Because  on  reference  to  the  journals  of  last  ses- 
sion, it  appears  that  the  application  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  the  bill  originated,  after  full  ex- 
amination, and  with  the  whole  proof  before  that  body, 
at  a  time  when  the  matter  was  up  for  discussion  sep- 
arately and  on  its  own  merits ;  but  that  it  was  subse- 
quently passed  by  both  branches  as  an  amendment 
to  another  bill,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  per- 
haps without  the  careful  examination  and  full  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  which  it  would 
have  received  at  earlier  time,  and  if  considered  sep- 
arately. 

4.  Because  I  have  been  informed  by  the  counsel 
of  both  partiesi,  that  the  whole  matter  is  now  before 
the  proper  court,  on  an  application  by  the  wife,  for 
such  a  divorce  as  will  secure  her  full  alimony  or  sup- 
port out  of  the  property  said  to  have  been  received 
by  the  husband  in  her  right;  the  want  of  such  a  pro- 
vision in  the  present  bill  being  the  main  objection  to 
its  passage. 

For  these  reasons  the  bill  is  returned,  with  the  dec- 
laration that  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  it,  will  be 
promptly  signed,  if  sent  to  me  after  having  received  a 
full  re-examination  by  the  Legislature. 

JOS.  EITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  December  7,  1837. 
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To  the  Assembly  Giving  Notice  of  the  Enactment  of 
a  Canal  and  Railroad  Bill  Through  the  Expiration 
of  the  Time  for  its  Return  by  the  Governor,  with 
Certain  Comments  Thereon. 

Gentlemen: 

LATE  ON  THE  19TH  OF  LAST  MONTH,  I  EE- 
eeived  the  Bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  repairs  and  expenses  of  the  State  canals  and 
railroads,  and  continuing  the  work  on  the  Erie  ex- 
tension and  North  Branch  divisions  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  having  become  a  law  without  the  executive 
signature,  by  the  lapse  of  time,  agreeably  with  the 
twenty-second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  State 
constitution,  is  now  returned,  that  the  necessary  certif- 
icate may  be  affixed  to*  it  by  the  proper  officers.  Per- 
mit me,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  the  "following  re- 
marks in  relation  to  it. 

When  the  bill  was  first  presented  to  me,  I  deemed 
ii"  my  duty,  on  full  examination  of  its  provisions,  to 
withhold  my  approval  from  it,  and  return  it,  with  ob- 
jections, to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated.  The 
performance  of  this  grave  task  required  some  time, 
that  the  reasons  might  be  fully  explained  to  the  Leg- 
islature and  the  people.  The  message  on  the  subject 
was  not,  therefore,  ready  for  delivery,  till  a  few  mo- 
ments after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  for  the 
day,  at  noon,  on  the  day  after  the  bill  was  presented 
to  me.  When  that  body  met,  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  to  adjourn  over  the  Christmas  holidays,  there  was 
not  a  quorum  present;  so  that  I  was  again  prevented 
from  returning  the  bill,  as  I  was  anxious  to  do,  with- 
out loss  of  time.  In  this  manner,  without  my  instru- 
mentality, the  first  of  January  passed,  before  the  bill 
could  be  returned.  I  allude  to  these  circumstances 
now,  for  a  reason  which  will  presently  be  explained. 

The  general  objections  to  the  bill,  were: 
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Either,  that  it  was  the  only  provision  for  the  mat 
ters  enibraced  in  it,  intended  to  be  made  by  the  pres- 
ent  Legislature,    and    wasi,    therefore,   wholly   inade- 
quate to  the  pressing  wants  of  the  public  works: 

Or,  that  if  any  further  appropriations  were  contem- 
plated, their  fate  was  to  depend  on  that  of  others  of 
a  different  character  and  of  doubtful  expediency : 

And,  that  the  bill  involved  a  breach  of  the  public 
faith,  by  ordering  the  suspension  of  operations  on  a 
public  work,  without  making  full  provision  for  the 
payment  of  all  the  debt  actually  due  upon  it  to  con- 
tractors and  laborers,  by  the  State,  for  work  done; 
and  to  farmers  and  other  owners  of  real  estate,  for 
the  whole  amount  of  damage  caused  by  its  incomplete 
construction. 

I  do  not  claim  infallibility  for  the  estimates  of  the 
public  officers,  nor  expect  implicit  compliance  with 
executive  recommendations.  But,  when  legislation, 
expressly  grounded  on  those  estimates  and  recom- 
mendations, differs  materially  from  theni,  either  they 
must  have  been  erroneous,  or  the  legislation  is  insuf- 
ficient. I  am  compelled  to  believe  that  the  latter  is 
the  case,  in  the  present  instance. 

On  examining  the  bill,  the  conclusion  was  almost 
irresistible,  that  it  was  intended  as  the  final  provi- 
sion of  the  present  session,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
repairs  of  the  public  works.  If  further  provision  were 
contemplated,  an  equal  and  proportionate  reduction 
of  all  the  indispensable  items  would  have  been  made; 
and  such  as  were  not  of  urgent  necessity,  postponed. 
But  this  was  not  done.  The  ordinary  repair  fund, 
whose  early  and  certain  appropriation  is  a  matter  of 
of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  use  of  the  unfin- 
ished works,  and  to  the  revenue  of  the  State,  is  re 
duced  to  a  sum  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  which 
were  due  on  the  first  instant.  The  appropriation  to 
the  line  of  railroad  to  avoid  the  Columbia  inclined 
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plane,  a  work  which  should  be  pushed  on  with  all 
possible  despatch,  so  as  to  be  used  early  next  summer, 
is  decreased  to  an  amount  entirely  inadequate  to  its 
vigorous  prosecution,  after  paying  the  debts  now  due. 
The  appropriation  to  put  the  feeder  damsi  in  such  order 
as  to  insure  a  full  supply  of  water,  the  want  of  which 
has  been,  annually,  such  a  source  of  delay,  expense 
and  loss,  is  so  small  as  to  defeat  that  object.  The 
deepeniug  of  that  portion  of  canal  south  of  Duncan's 
island  dam,  and  the  construction  of  additional  locks, 
is  estimated  at  |24,000.  This  work,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  deepening  of  the  canal,  and  the  correspondent 
alteration  of  the  present  locks,  which  are  so  necessary 
to  the  profitable  use  of  the  whole  main  line,  can  only 
be  accomplished  in  the  winter,  so  as  to  be  ready  for 
the  spring  business;  and  yet,  only  |5,000  are  given  to 
it  by  the  bill.  On  the  Gettysburg  railroad,  there  were 
160,000  due  on  the  first  instant ;  or,  if  the  retained  per 
centage  be  included,  |100,000.  Yet  the  present  appro- 
priation is  only  |45,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  works  and  objects  whose  necessi- 
ties are  by  no  means  so  urgent,  received  the  full  es- 
timated amount.  The  whole  sum  required  towards 
renewing  the  eastern  portion  of  the  north  track  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,  is  given; 
though  it  is  well  known  that  that  amount  cannot  all 
be  immediately  expended.  The  amount  required  for 
ropes,  &c.,  the  whole  of  which  is  given,  will  not  be 
needed  till  next  spring;  before  which  time,  those  ar- 
ticles caunot  be  delivered  on  the  Portage  railroad, 
where  most  of  them  are  to  be  used.  The  means  to 
pay  canal  commissioners,  appraisers,  engineers,  &c., 
are  provided,  while  the  fund  to  compensate  for  dam- 
age to  private  property,  by  the  State  works,  is  wholly 
omitted.  And,  finally,  an  appropriation  is  made  to 
the  Erie  extension,  upon  which  no  additional  funds 

will  be  required  till  February;  while  the  same  amount 
26— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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is  only  appropriated  to  the  much  more  urgent  wants 
of  the  Il^orth  Branch,  on  which  there  was  |55,000  of 
debt  due  on  the  first  instant. 

This  difference  in  apportioning  the  sums,  could  not 
have  proceeded  from  any  want  of  money:  for  the 
treasury  is  full.  It  did  not  arise  from  the  desire  to 
save  interest,  for  though  the  funds  of  the  State,  out 
of  which  the  appropriations  must  come,  are  at  in- 
terest, yet  the  mere  appropriation  of  the  sums,  now, 
will  cause  no  loss-.  The  greater  part  of  the  money 
will  not  be  drawn  from  the  present  depositories  till 
after  the  time  when  the  balances  refused  by  this  bill 
must  be  given,  if  given  at  all,  by  the  present  Legisla- 
ture. 

Taking  the  bill  thus  as  the  final  measure  of  the  Leg- 
islature on  the  subject  of  repairs,  I  could  not  sanction 
it,  nor  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without  attempting 
to  arrest  a  step  so  fraught  with  ruin  to  the  public 
interest  next  season.  The  rising  of  the  Legislature 
without  another  repair  bill,  would  set  every  mile  of 
canal  and  railroad  in  the  state  idle  before  midsummer. 

There  could  be  only  one  other  mode  of  accounting 
for  this  reduction  of  appropriations,  which  must  be 
given  sooner  or  later,  if  the  public  interest  is  not  sac- 
rificed. It  appeared  barely  possible  that  the  inten- 
tion might  be  to  make  the  fate  of  the  balance  of  them 
depend  on  that  of  other  doubtful  projects  and  con- 
flicting claims.  In  such  a  determination,  I  could  not 
participate,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  at  once,  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  when  there  was 
sufficient  time  to  discuss  the  matter  fully,  to  put  the 
question  to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  whether  the  soundest  policy  and  economy  do 
not  render  it  incumbent  upon  the  public  agents,  first, 
fully,  and  unconditionally  to  provide  for  the  indis- 
pensable wants  of  the  finished  portions  of  the  public 
works;  and  afterwards,  to  appropriate  the  balance 
of  the  public  means  to  other  proper  purposes? 
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These  impressions,  viz :  either  that  it  was  to  he  the 
ODly  repair  bill  of  the  session,  or,  that  the  balances  of 
the  various  items  were  to  be  involved  in  the  fate  of 
other  matters,  I  am  happy  to  avow,  have  been  ma- 
terially weakened  by  a  full  and  free  interchange  of 
sentiments  with  many  members  since  the  adjournment. 
I  have  been  assured  that  every  desire  is  entertained 
to  promote,  by  all  proper  means,  the  early  preparation 
of  the  public  works  for  the  trade  of  the  approaching 
season,  and  feel  confident  that  the  necessary  measure 
will  be  adopted. 

The  adjournment  has  also  removed  the  other  ob- 
jection to  the  bill.  One  of  its  provisions  appropriates 
towards  the  construction  of  the  Gettysburg  railroad, 
^^to  b'e  applied  in  payment  of  work  actually  done  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  January  next,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  Canal  Commissioners  are  directed 
to  give  notice  to  the  contractors,  to  suspend  their 
work  upon  the  said  railroad,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next."  Had  the  bill  become  a  law, 
either  with  the  executive  signature,  or  by  the  votes 
of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in 
December,  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  order- 
ing the  suspension  of  operations  on  the  first  of  the 
present  January  would  have  taken  effect.  But  as  it 
is,  such  will  not  be  the  result.  In  consequence  of  the 
fact,  that  an  opportunity  was  not  afforded  to  return 
the  bill  to  the  Senate  previous  to  its  adjournment  in 
December,  and  that  the  bill  becomes  a  law  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  1838,  the  result  is  inevitable,  that 
the  "first  of  Januarv  next"  mentioned  in  it,  will  mean 
the  first  of  January,  1889,  and  that  it  must  be  con- 
strued and  carried  into  operation  accordingly. 

This  accidental  circumstance,  over  which  I  had  no 
control,  and  to  prevent  which  I  used  my  utmost  dili- 
gence, is  on  the  whole  fortunate,  as  it  will  enable  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  apply  the  sums  given  by  the 
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bill,  to  the  payment  of  debt  on  the  works  so  far  as 
they  will  extend,  and  will  aiford  the  Legislature  a  full 
opportunity  to  review  their  decision  relative  to  the 
suspension  of  operations  on  the  road  in  question. 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  been  induced  to  allow  the 
bill  to  become  a  law  by  the  lapse  of  time;  and  I  can 
assure  the  Legislature,  that  it  is  very  pleasant  to  take 
this  coursse  instead  of  opposing  their  decision. 

In  connexion  with  the  abandonment  of  a  public 
work,  many  important  considerations  present  them- 
selves. The  actual  breach  of  faith  which  it  involves, 
should  not,  for  a  moment,  be  tolerated,  unless  in  the 
contingency  that  the  State  is  actually  unable  to  com- 
plete the  improvements,  or  that  the  citizens  of  the 
counties  concerned,  and  the  public  interest,  do  not 
require  its  completion.  While  public  honor  and  faith 
mean  anything,  the  question  of  the  original  necessity 
and  expediency  of  the  work  must  be  conceded  to  have 
been  settled  by  the  Legislature  that  commenced  it. 
Abandonment  can  only  be  the  offspring  of  unavoid- 
able public  necessity,  or  of  the  wishes  of  all  the  par- 
ties interested.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
while  the  damage  to  private  property,  caused  by  the 
construction  of  a  completed  and  useful  improvement 
is  trifling,  that  of  one  half-finished  and  abandoned, 
must  be  very  great.  Such  a  course  produces  nothing 
but  injury,  without  any  benefit,  and  must  be  paid  for 
accordingly. 

Whatever  may  be  the  conclusion  of  the  Legislature 
on  this  or  any  other  similar  question,  I  can  never  con- 
sent to  any  measure,  having  for  its  object  the  suspen- 
sion or  abandonment  of  a  State  work  once  com- 
menced, unless  full  provision  be  at  least  made  for  the 
payment  of  every  dollar  of  debt  due,  and  for  the  full 
and  instant  compensation  of  all  damages  caused  to 
private  property. 

Having-  thus  explained  my  course  with  regard  to 
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this  bill,  permit  me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  instant 
and  further  legislation  on  many  of  the  subjects  em- 
braced in  it.  Most  of  the  following  additional  ap- 
propriations are  indispensably  and  immediately  neces- 
sary to  the  welfare  of  the  public  improvements;  and 
all  of  them  are  such  as  must  be  made  before  the  close 
of  the  session,  if  the  public  works  are  not  to  be  aban- 
doned. 
The  balance  of  the  ordinary  repair  fund, .  $180,000 

Do.  to  repair  the  feeder  dams, 51,000 

Do.  for    railway    to    avoid   the    inclined 

plane  at   Columbia,    50,000 

Do.  to    construct    additional    locks    and 
deepen     canal     below     Duncan's 

Island,  19,000 

Do.  for  the  Gettysburg  railroad,    55,000 

Annual  appropriation  for  damages,  ....  30,000 

The  balance  of  the  ordinary  Repair  Fund  should  be 
instantly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, not  only  to  enable  them  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments and  repairs  necessary  for  an  early  commence- 
ment of  the  spring  trade,  but  to  inform  them  of  the 
whole  amount  to  be  relied  on  for  the  season's  opera- 
tions in  this  department.  From  the  best  information 
I  can  obtain,  the  sum  already  given  will  not  pay  the 
debt  unavoidably  incurred  up  to  the  1st  instant.  There 
has  not  been  a  winter,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  system,  so  favorable  for  making  the  usual  repairs, 
as  the  present.  Much  of  the  necessary  work  has  al- 
ready been  done — one  supervisor  alone  has  had  three 
hundred  men  engaged,  so  anxious  are  the  public  offi- 
cers to  take  advantage  ot  the  propitious  season.  A 
single  hand  can  now  accomplish  as  much  work  as  two 
when  frost  and  ice  are  to  be  contended  with.  If  the 
balance  of  the  fund  be  given  without  delay,  and  the 
present  favorable  weather  continue  a  few  weeks,  the 
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canals  will  be  in  better  order,  and  may  be  filled  for 
navigation  earlier  than  on  any  former  occasion. 

The  remainder  of  the  sum  necessary  to  repair  the 
feeder  dams,  which  have  been  so  great  a  source  of  vex- 
ation and  delay,  should  not  be  withheld  a  moment  un- 
necessarily. The  greater  part  of  the  expense  of  re- 
pairing them,  consists  in  the  cost  of  the  timber  and 
stone  used.  It  is  well  known,  that  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing these  articles,  must  be  made  a  considerable 
time  before  they  can  be  delivered.  These  contracts 
should  be  made,  and  the  materials  on  the  ground  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment,  so  as  to  improve  the  first 
opportunity  of  low  water,  to  apply  them  to  their  des- 
tined use. 

The  inclined  plane  at  Columbia  is  necessarily  main- 
tained at  a  large  expense  to  the  State,  which  will  be 
wholly  dispensed  with,  when  the  railway  around  it 
is  in  use.  This  will  also  obviate  the  delay  on  that 
part  of  the  road  which  is  now  so  vexatious  to  trav- 
elers and  transporters.  The  work  on  the  new  road 
is  of  a  nature  that  can  be  nearly  as  readily  performed 
in  winter  as  summer.  It  is  said  that  the  whole  may 
be  completed  by  the  1st  of  July,  if  the  full  appropria- 
tion be  now  given.  The  sum  set  apart  for  it  by  the 
bill  returned,  is  little  more  than  sulficient  to  pay  the 
debts  due  up  to  this  time. 

So  fully  convinced  are  the  Canal  Board  of  the 
speedy  necessity  of  measures  to  increase  the  locks  at 
Duncan's  Island,  that  they  have  issued  instructions  to 
the  supervisor  to  advertize  a  letting  of  that  work,  to 
be  commenced  on  condition  that  the  necessary  funds 
shall  be  provided  by  the  Legislature.  All  who  are 
aware  of  the  delays  and  confusion  that  occur  at  that 
point,  in  time  of  low  water,  and  of  the  fact  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  requisite  to  obviate  the  dif- 
ficulty must  be  performed  in  the  winter  season,  will 
at  once  see  the  instant  propriety  of  a  full  and  imme- 
diate appropriation. 
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In  support  of  the  balance  of  appropriation  to  the 
Gettysburg  railroad,  it  need  only  be  said,  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  money  is  already  due,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder will  barely  carry  on  operations  till  the  main 
improvement  bill  is  passed. 

The  annual  appropriation  for  damages  is  included  in 
the  present  list,  because  it  is  a  standing  item  of  un- 
doubted propriety,  and  one  which  should  be  provided 
for  among  the  first,  that  the  claimants  for  this  kind 
of  compensation  may  be  assured  of  satisfaction  from 
the  State. 

On  these  grounds,  I  would  respectfully  but  ear- 
Destly  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  immediate  pass- 
age of  a  bill  making  the  appropriations  above  speci- 
fied. It  is  rendered  imperative  by  every  considera- 
tion of  prudence,  economy  and  patriotism.  It  is  mer- 
ited, I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  public 
agents,  by  the  manner  in  which  the  different  divisions 
were  managed,  and  made  to  produce  revenue  during 
the  past  season.  And  it  is  required,  in  order  to 
make  such  preparations  as  will  maintain  and  increase 
the  high  character  which  the  "Pennsylvania  route'' 
has  acquired. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  some  systematic  course 
of  legislation  for  the  annual  support  and  progress  of 
the  State  works,  can  no  longer,  with  safety,  be  dis- 
pensed with.  The  principles  on  which  it  should  be 
founded  are  simple  and  obvious. 

We  have  an  incomplete  system  of  canals  and  rail- 
roads, constructed  at  the  expense  of  a  debt  so  vast 
that  its  permanent  increase  cannot  now  be  thought 
of.  Neither  will  it  be  just  to  perfect  it  by  a  general 
State  tax,  because  the  benefits  of  the  system  are  not, 
and  never  can  be,  as  general  as  the  tax.  Some  other 
resource  must  be  discovered. 

Though  the  system,  as  a  whole,  is  incomplete,  yet 
portions  of  it,  especially  a  chain  of  canal  and  railway 
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from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  are  finished  and  in 
operation.     This  must  be  our  reliance. 

All  the  care  and  energies  of  the  public  agentai  should 
be  devoted  to  the  keeping  in  the  most  perfect  repair, 
and  to  the  most  economical  and  efficient  management, 
of  the  finished  portions  of  the  public  works,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  them  yield  an  income  equal,  in  the 
first  place,  to  the  interest  of  the  State  debt  and  to  the 
annual  cost  of  repairs;  and  in  the  second  place,  to  the 
gradual  progress  of  the  incompleted  portions  to  a  state 
of  perfection.  That  this  is  practicable,  the  operations 
of  the  past  season,  even  under  every  disadvantage,  will 
show.  The  same,  or  an  improved  system  of  manage- 
ment, (for  I  am  aware  that  it  still  requires  improve- 
ment), will  produce  wonderful  results  next  season,  if 
the  public  agents  be  not  crippled  for  want  of  means. 
And  in  two  years,  the  works  will  not  only  clear  them- 
selves, but  aid  materially  in  the  completion  of  the 
whole  system. 

Under  this  impression,  permit  me  to  offer  for  con- 
sideration the  following  rules  for  appropriation  to  in- 
ternal improvement  purposes,  with  the  remark,  that 
so  essential  do  I  esteem  them  to  the  good  of  the  State, 
that  they  shall  hereafter  be  my  principles  of  action 
on  the  subject,  so  far  as  the  recommendatory  powers 
of  the  Executive  extend. 

1st.  That  ample  provision  be  made,  annually  and 
early  in  each  session,  for  the  repair  and  improvement 
of  the  finished  portions  of  the  public  works,  uncon- 
nected with  any  other  matter,  so  as  to  insure  the  great- 
est possible  income  from  them;  and, 

2d.  That  the  balance  of  the  public  means  applicable 
to  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  be  devoted 
to  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  portions,  before 
any  further  considerable  undertakings  of  a  like  kind 
are  commenced. 

In  adherence  to  these  principles,  unless  I  am  very 
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mucli  mistaken,  the  general  interests  of  the  whole 
State  will  find  their  best  support;  and  the  unfinished 
branches  and  extensions,  their  surest  means  of  speedy 
completion. 

JOS.  EITHER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  9th,  1838. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  Concerning  the  Ad- 
mission of  Texas  into  the  Union,  with  Certain 
Comments  Thereon. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF 
the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for 
your  consideration,  the  accompanying  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State  relative  to 
the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union. 

Permit  me  to  say,  that  while  we,  as  citizens  of  a 
non-slave-holding  State,  should  studiously  disavow  the 
intention,  and  avoid  the  appearance  of  intermeddling 
with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  such  States  of  this 
Union  as  labour  under  the  misfortune  of  its  existence; 
yet,  that  a  moral  obligation  rests  upon  us  to  oppose, 
by  every  constitutional  means,  the  spread  of  the  evil 
in  this  Union.  The  other  dangerous  consequences 
to  be  expected  from  the  annexation  of  Texas,  set  forth 
in  the  Rhode  Island  resolutions,  are  certainly  great 
and  alarming,  but  this  is  the  most  serious  of  all.  The 
present  is  a  most  proper  juncture  for  Legislative  and 
other  expressions  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  project,  if  seriously  countenanced  at  all  in  this 
State,  has  been  either  generally  concealed  or  dis- 
avowed by  all  parties.     The  public  mind  is  therefore 
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open  to  sound  reasoning  and  prepared  for  right  action 
on  the  subject. 

In  addition  to  the  claims  upon  your  attention  which 
the  matter  possesses,  as  coming  from  the  Legislature 
of  a  sister  State,  its  own  grave  import,  and  the  suit- 
ableness of  the  present  time  for  action,  seem  to  de- 
mand an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of 
this  State  upon  it,  through  you,  their  representatives. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  11,  1838. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Silk  Manual. 

Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH,  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE  THE  COPY 
of  a  letter,  addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  Edward 
P.  Roberts  and  Samuel  Sands,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  relative  to  the  publication  and  distribu- 
tion of  a  Silk  Manual.  One  copy  of  the  Manual  was 
received  with  the  letter,  and  has  been  placed  in  the 
State  Library,  for  the  inspection  of  such  members  as 
may  wish  to  examine  it.  It  purports  to  contain  di- 
rections for  sowing,  transplanting  and  raising,  and 
for  propagating  the  mulberry  tree,  with  instructions 
for  the  culture  of  silk,  and  other  useful  matter.  The 
whole  is  embraced  in  a  closely  printed  pamphlet,  of 
72  pages. 

I  have  not  had  time,  nor  do  I  possess  the  requisite 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
work  contains  all  that  its  title  promises;  but  if  it  do, 
of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  it  is  of  great  value  to  the 
public.  You  will  perceive  that  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
Sands  offer  to  furnish  any  number  of  copies,  exceed- 
ing two  thousand,  at  twenty-five  cents  each,  for  gratu- 
itous distribution  by  the  State.     If  the  book  should  be 
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found,  on  perusal,  by  persons  conversant  with  the 
subject,  to  contain  the  requisite  information,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  its  dissemination  would  be  proper. 

JOS.  KITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  15,  1838. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  March  7,  1838. 
Gentlemen : 

THE  ACCOMPANYING  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  protesting  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas  into  the  Union,  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  the  Governor  of  that  State. — I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  submit  them  for  your  informa 
tion. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  George  M.  Keim,  as 
a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     Jos.  Kitner. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a 
special  election  held  in  the 
Ninth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  county 
of  Berks  in  this  Common- 
wealth on  Thursday  the 
eighth  day  of  March  instant, 
in  pursuance  of  a  writ  issued  by  me  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  February  last  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
five ;  it  appears  that  George  M.  Keim  was  duly  elected 
to  serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  state  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Henry  A. 
Muhlenberg,  Esquire.  And  whereas,  in  and  by  one 
other  act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  June  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty/  two,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
on  receipt  of  the  returns  of  election  to  declare  by 
proclamation  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  him  returned  as  duly  elected  in  each  re- 
spective district:    Now  Therefore,  I  have  issued  this 
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proclamation  hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that 
the  said  George  M.  Keim  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  a 
Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  during  the  remainder 
of  the  time  for  which  the  said  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg 
was  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  fifteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-sec- 
ond. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  with  Regard  to  the  Valley  Creek 

Bridge. 

Gentlemen: 

HEREWITH   IS  TRANSMITTED   A   COMMUNI- 
cation  from  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners, 
relative  to  the  Valley  Creek  Bridge,  on  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Philadelphia  Railroad,  recently  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Permit  me  respectfully  to  urge  the  necessity  and  pro- 
priety of  immediate  action  on  the  subject.  If  second- 
ed by  the  Legislature,  the  prompt  measures  already 
adopted  by  the  board,  will  obviate  the  effects  of  this 
unfortunate  accident  in  the  shortest  time  possible. 
The  talents  and  energy  of  the  Engineer  of  the  line, 
under  whose  care  the  Duncan's  Island  Bridge  was  so 
sj)eedily  and  substantially  rebuilt,  together  with  those 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  road,  afford  every  assur- 
ance to  the  public,  that  not  an  hour  will  be  wasted  in 
restoring  to  the  trade  and  travel  of  the  State,  this  im- 


414  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

portant  link  in  the  chain  of  her  works.  It  isf  under- 
stood that  the  new  bridge  is  proposed  to  be  construct- 
ed without  a  roof,  and  with  a  double  track.  This  will 
remove  the  danger  which  existed  in  regard  to  the  old 
one. 

At  this  point  of  the  road,  the  bridge  was  exposed  to 
more  risk  than  at  any  other.  A  very  sharp  curve  oc- 
curs in  its  immediate  vicinity,  which,  together  with 
the  fact,  that  the  bridge  is  located,  not  on  a  level,  as 
in  other  cases,  but  on  a  steep  grade,  renders,  it  un- 
avoidable for  engines  going  in  one  direction,  to  keep 
on  full  steam,  and  consequently,  to  emit  as  many 
sparks  as  on  the  open  road.  Danger  from  this  cause 
will  therefore  be  almost  entirely  removed  by  the  ab- 
sence of  a  roof — while  a  double  track  will  prevent  a 
loss  of  power  by  enabling  each  engine  to  pass  over 
without  holding  up. 

JOSEPH  RITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  2,  1838. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  "An  Act  Incorporating  the 
Offerman  Railroad  and  Mining  Company." 

Gentlemen : 

I   AM  COMPELLED  TO  RETURN  THE  BILL  EN- 
titled  "An  act  incorporating  the  Offerman  Rail- 
road and  Mining  Company,"  without  the  Execu- 
tive signature. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  a  bill,  passed  by  the  preceding 
Legislature,  incorporating  eleven  coal  companies,  was 
returned  to  the  Senate.  The  Offerman  Coal  company 
was  embraced  in  that  bill,  under  the  title  of  the  Buck 
Ridge  Coal  company.  The  objections  at  that  time 
entertained,  have  since  been  neither  removed  nor  di- 


Joseph  Ritner.  415 

minished.  They  were  then  stated  against  the  whole 
number,  collectively;  but  were  felt  against  each,  sep- 
arately. They  are,  therefore,  now  repeated,  as  my 
general  reasons  against  the  incorporation  of  coal  com- 
panies: ■< 

"1.  Because  the  incorporation  of  companies,  of  any 
kind,  to  accomplish  objects  within  the  reach  of  pri- 
vate enterprize,  is  a  departure  from  the  good  old  and 
safe  rule  of  legislation  in  Pennsylvania. 

^'2.  Because  the  mining  of  coal,  though  it  may  have 
required  the  enlarged  powers  of  corporations  to  com- 
mence and  carry  it  into  succcessful  operation,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  coal  trade  is  a  business  now  well  un- 
derstood, and  profitably  pursued  by  thousands  of  pri- 
vate citizens,  whose  rights  and  interests  will  be  in- 
jured by  the  exercise  of  corporate  power  and  com- 
petition. 

''3.  Because  the  law  authorizing  and  regulating  lim- 
ited partnerships,  presents  all  the  opportunity  for  the 
investment  of  capital,  without  risk  to  the  remainder 
of  the  owners'  property,  and  for  combined  operation 
by  individuals,  now  necessary  to  prosecute  this  or  any 
other  branch  of  private  business. 

"4.  Because  the  desire  to  form  coal  companies,  is 
generally  produced  by  the  mere  spirit  of  speculation, 
or  by  some  plan  to  dispose  of  a  particular  tract  of 
laud  to  great  advantage;  and  not  by  the  intention  of 
real  investment  in  this  particular  branch  of  business, 
or  of  carrying  it  on  as  a  means  of  gaining  a  liveli- 
hood. 

^'5.  And  above  all,  because  I  feel  the  utmost  repug- 
nance against  any  project  that  may  have  the  influ 
ence  of  crippling  or  monopolizing  the  great  coal  trade 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  fear  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  general  incorporation  of  coal  companies. 

But  there  are,  also  peculiar  objections  against  this 
particular  bill: 
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It  contemplates  the  formation  of  a  company,  for 
mining  and  dealing  in  coal,  in  a  region  already  opened 
by  individual  enterprize,  and  traversed  by  railroads; 
and  in  which  the  coal  trade  is  fully  established. 

It  confers  privileges  and  powers,  unusual  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  great  coal  interest  of  Schuylkill. 

The  two  thousand  acres  of  land  authorized  to  be 
held  by  the  company,  may  consist  of  ten  different 
tracts,  in  Norwegian  and  Bane  townships,  which  town- 
ships comprise  a  large  proportion  of  the  coal  region 
of  the  county. 

From  each  and  every  one  of  these  tracts,  the  com- 
pany may  make  a  railroad;  and  they  may  hold  lots 
or  landings  (not  exceeding  three  acres  each),  at  every 
point  desirable  for  their  business.  Privileges  of  this 
kind,  wielded  by  the  combined  influence  of  corporators, 
backed  with  a  capital  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  are  not  only  not  desirable,  but  would 
form  a  dangerous  interference  in  the  active  and  flour- 
ishing coal  trade  of  Schuylkill  county. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill,  is  found  in  the  am- 
biguity of  the  third  section.  It  is  open  to  such  a  con- 
struction as  would  permit  the  company  to  engage  in 
the  general  business  of  making  and  selling  "cars,  boats, 
engines  and  machinery,"  though  it  is  presumed  that 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  was,  to  confine  them 
to  the  construction  of  those  articles  exclusively  for 
their  own  use. 

For  these  reasons,  I  am  constrained  to  return  the 
bill.  I  had  hoped  to  escape  the  necessity  of  further 
action  of  this  kind,  on  the  subject  of  coal  companies. 
It  was  under  this  expectation,  that  the  Stafford  com- 
pany  bill  was  recently  permitted  to  become  a  law, 
without  the  Executive  signature.  So  strong  were  my 
objections  to  this  kind  of  incorporation,  that  I  could 
not  sign  that  bill,  though  it  was  much  less  objection- 
able than  most  others  of  the  class;   but,  in  deference 
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to  tlie  Legislature,  adopted  the  middle  course.  I 
should  be  rejoiced,  if  a  sense  of  duty  permitted  the 
like  expedient  now.  But  it  does  not.  I  therefore  re- 
turn the  bill,  believing  that  the  Legislature,  in  adopt- 
ing the  course  designated  by  the  Constitution,  will 
duly   appreciate  my  motives. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state,  that  my  objections  are 
not  against  railroads  or  canals,  necessary  to  carry  coal 
to  market.  It  will,  on  the  contrary,  afford  me  pleasure 
to  co-operate  in  their  formation,  so  that  the  rights  of 
the  individuals  through  whose  land  they  pass,  are 
properly  guarded,  and  their  property  fully  paid  for. 
But,  in  the  words  of  the  report  on  the  coal  trade  of 
Pennsylvania,  made  to  the  Senate  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1834,  by  Mr.  Paclier,  I  believe  that  there  is,  at  this 
day,  no  greater  necessity  for  conferring  corporate 
powers  upon  a  class  of  men  to  mine  coal,  than  there 
was  at  that  day  (1806),  to  enable  a  society  of  car- 
penters to  plane  boards,  or  of  farmers  to  plough  their 
lands. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  5,  1838. 


To  the  Assembly  Opposing  the  Abandonment  of  the 
Public  Domain  to  the  State  within  whose  Borders 
it  may  lie  as  Proposed  by  Arkansas. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  accom- 
panying preamble  and  resolutions  are  transmitted 
for  your  consideration. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  express  the  de- 
cided opposition  entertained  against  the  abandonment 
of  the  national  domain  to  the  States  within  whose 
27— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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limits  it  may  happen  to  lie.  A  property  acquired  by 
the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  the  whole  nation 
is  the  property  of  all  the  States,  no  matter  where  it 
may  be  situated.  As  well  might  Pennsylvania  require 
for  her  own  use  the  customs  collected  within  her  com- 
mercial metropolis,  as  Arkansas  demand  the  lands 
in  question.  From  the  fact  that  they  are  the  prop- 
erty, not  only  of  all  the  States,  but  that  every  citizen 
in  the  nation  has  an  interest  in  them,  I  have  always 
thought  their  proceeds  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  general  education,  and  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  that  use  will  be  made  of  them,  at  least 
by  this  State. 

JOS.  KITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  10th,  1838. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Assembly  returning  an  ''Act  to  Provide  for 
the  Repairs  and  to  Continue  the  Improvements  of 
the  State  and  for  Other  Purposes,"  with  the  Gov- 
ernor's Signature  but  with  Certain  Strictures 
Thereon. 

Gentlemen: 

AFTER  MATURE  DELIBERATION,  I  HAVE 
signed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  repairs,  and  to  continue  the  improvements 
of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes."  In  announcing 
the  performance  of  this  most  unwilling  act,  justice  to 
the  State,  and  to  myself,  compels  me  to  explain  the 
reasons  that  influenced  me,  and  to  make  known  the 
line  of  conduct  that  will  be  pursued  in  carrying  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  into  operation. 
This  bill  appropriates: 

To  State  works,  repairs,  &c.,  |1,382,044  18 

To  State  roads  and  bridges,  116,300  00 
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To  turnpikes,    159,000  00 

To  company  canals,  and  railroads, 295,000  00 


11,952,344  18 

The  objections  against  the  measure  are: — 

1st.  The  magnitude  of  the  sum  appropriated. — 
There  will  be  only  between  |1,300,000  and  |1,400,000 
of  a  probable  unappropriated  balance  in  the  Treasury 
during  the  year,  after  deducting  the  sums  appropriat- 
ed to  other  purposes  since  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion. Under  such  circumstances,  neither  the  present 
appearance  of  the  times,  nor  the  dictates  of  common 
prudence,  seem  to  justify  the  appropriation  of  |1,952,- 
344.18. 

2d.  The  injurious  effects  of  the  measure  on  the  fu- 
ture prospects  of  the  public  works. — If  the  practice 
once  become  permanently  fastened  upon  legislation, 
connected  with  the  improvement  system,  that  no  pub- 
lic appropriation  shall  or  can  be  made,  without  an  of- 
fering of  a  large  portion  of  the  Commonwealth's  means 
to  private  undertakings,  it  isi  impossible  to  calculate 
when  any  one  of  the  State  works  will  be  completed 
and  productive. 

3d.  The  commencement  of  new  State  works,  before 
the  completion  of  those  now  in  progress. — It  may,  I 
am  aware,  be  said,  that  the  only  really  new  works 
auhtorized  by  the  bill,  are  the  extension  of  the  West 
Branch  Canal,  the  Kittanning  navigable  feeder,  and 
the  Wiconisco  Canal,  forming,  altogether,  a  distance 
of  about  forty  miles,  and  involving,  ultimately,  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars.  But,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  that 
sum  would  go  for  towards  completing  the  Erie  or  the 
North  Branch  canal,  and  would  more  than  complete 
the  Gettysburg  railroad;  and  would  thus  render  prof- 
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itable  works  now  wholly  unproductive,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  which  the  State  has  already  so  deeply  in- 
volved herself. 

4th.  The  unequal  and  unusual  manner  in  which  the 
funds  of  the  State  are  scattered  among  a  great  num- 
ber of  local  objects. — If  it  were  proper,  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  to  aid  the  different  local  projects  and  im- 
provements of  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  by  no 
means  admitted,  the  principle  should  be  carried  into 
practice,  equally  to  every  county,  in  proportion  to 
its  population  and  other  claims.  The  local  appropria- 
tions of  this  bill,  though  they  are  profuse  and  various, 
are  not  made  on  this  principle. 

5th.  The  absence  from  this,  or  any  other  bill  of  the 
Session,  of  a  provision  to  pay  an  existing  and  pressing 
claim  against  the  State.  Last  summer,  when  the  pub- 
lic works  were  in  the  utmost  need,  and  the  honor  of 
the  State  required  it,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
agreed  to  advance  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
four  per  cent,  for  one  year,  under  a  resolution  of  a  pre- 
vious session,  though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution.  That  money  has  not  been  re- 
paid, and  I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  suppose,  that  the 
omission  to  make  provision  for  it  by  the  Legislature, 
is  owing  to  anything  but  accident.  If  it  is,  it  is  the 
first  instance,  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania,  of  a  neg- 
lect to  i)ay  or  secure  a  former  debt,  before  contracting 
others. 

6th.  The  mode  provided  in  the  bill  to  meet  its  excess 
of  appropriations,  beyond  the  means  of  the  Treasury. 
— With  unquestioned  power  in  the  Legislature,  to. com- 
pel one  of  the  State  banks  to  advance  the  money  to 
the  Commonwealth,  at  four  per  cent.,  it  is  with  no 
little  surprise,  that  I  find  a  section,  authorizing  the 
Governor  to  borrow  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
any  interest  he  may  see  fit  to  give.  Whatever  truth 
there  may  be  in  the  alleged  instances  of  bank  influ- 
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ence,  lie  who  would  suspect  a  friendly  leaning  to  the 
institution  in  question,  in  this  case,  would  have  at 
least  appearances  in  his  favor.  For,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected, that  the  dutv  to  loan  to  the  Commonwealth  a 
specified  sum,  at  four  per  cent.,  when  required  by 
law%  is  a  part  of  the  bonus  agreed  to  be  given  for  her 
charter,  the  conclusion  is  almost  inevitable,  that  re- 
fraining from  compelling  her  to  do  so,  proceeds,  not 
from  hostility,  but  friendship;  she  at  least  will  so 
understand  it;  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  convince  the 
people  of  the  State,  that  agreeing  to  pay  a  much  higher 
rate  of  interest  for  money,  when  it  can  be  had  at  four 
per  cent.,  is  an  act  consistent  with  the  best  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth.  It  would  be,  in  fact,  bestowing 
the  difference  on  the  bank  in  question,  were,  the  pro- 
vision fully  executed,  and  would  be  justly  considered 
a  real  subserviency  to  bank  interest. 

These  objections  to  the  bill,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, would  be  conclusive  to  my  mind;  but  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  juncture,  are  not  of  an  or- 
dinarv  character. 

In  the  first  place,  it  will  be  recollected  that  most  of 
the  reasons  now  stated  against  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure, were  contained  and  published  among  those  which 
caused  me  to  refuse  the  Executive  sanction  to  a  bill, 
similar  in  principle,  though  more  objectionable  in  many 
of  its  features,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session.  They 
were  fully  before  the  people  at  the  succeeding  general 
»jlection;  and  though  they  then  seemed  to  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  public  opinion,  yet  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  be  ratified  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
people's  representatives.  They  were  again  declared, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session;  and 
repeated,  on  one  occasion,  since.  I  have  thus  done 
my  duty;  and  though  more  fully  convinced  now,  than 
I  was  twelve  months  ago,  of  the  soundness  of  the  opin- 
ions then  advanced,  yet  it  seems  that  the  decision  of 
the  people,  constitutionally  expressed  by  their  repre- 
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sentatives,  is  different.     I,   therefore,   feel  bound  to 
bow  to  public  opinion,  tlius  expressed. 

Wbile  I  mal^e  this  avowal  of  acquiescence,  I  desire 
to  be  most  distinctly  understood  as  maintaining  an 
unchanged  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  State  debt, 
and  of  the  public  improvements;  and  I  wish  it  to 
be  known,  that  so  long  as  I  shall  continue  in  my  pres- 
ent station,  I  will,  on  all  occasions,  adhere  to  the 
opinions  and  principles  heretofore  expressed,  and  will 
make  them  the  rule  of  my  conduct;  unless,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  I  shall  be  overruled  by  the  wish  of 
the  people,  legitimately  made  known.  I  make  this 
public  avowal  now,  that,  hereafter,  there  may  be  no 
misunderstanding  on  this  head. 

But,  in  the  second  place,  though  the  reason  just  ex- 
plained is  the  main  one  which  has  decided  my  course, 
it  is  not  the  only  one.     Others  have  had  their  influence. 

The  defeat  of  the  present  bill,  which  would  render 
improbable  the  passage  of  any  other  on  the  subject,  at 
this  session,  would  deprive  the  public  agents  of  a  re- 
pair fund,  and  would,  therefore,  throw  idle,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  season,  the  whole  line  of  canals 
and  railroads.  The  responsibility  of  such  a  result,  I 
would  be  slow  to  assume;  and,  while  I  admit  this,  it 
is  due  to  myself  to  repeat,  that  such  a  state  of  things 
was  foreseen,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  The 
dilemma  then  apprehended,  was  attempted  to  be 
guarded  against.  Whether  my  want  of  success  in  that 
attempt,  will  eventually  be  for  good  or  evil  to  the 
Commonwealth,  it  is  for  the  future  to  decide.  It  is 
now  obvious,  that  the  only  choice  presented,  is  between 
signing  a  bill  with  appropriations  to  companies  and 
to  new  works,  and  encountering  the  risk  of  having  no 
provision,  whatever,  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  State 
works. 

Another  strong  inducement  to  sanction  the  bill,  is 
found  in  the  fact,  that  it  is  now  two  years  since  any 
provision  was  made  to  continue  the  public  works. 
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In  the  mean  time,  contractors,  laborers,  and  others 
concerned,  have  sut!fered  much,  independent  of  loss  to 
'the  State,  by  the  continued  unproductiveness  of  the 
capital  already  invested  in  the  unfinished  lines. 

The  depressed  state  of  trade  and  business  generally, 
and  the  consequent  want  of  employment  for  mechanics 
and  laborers,  also  present  strong  reasons  against 
hoarding  up  the  funds  of  the  Commonwealth.  Their 
expenditure  now,  will  have  a  most  happy  and  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  prosperity  of  the  State  and  her  citi- 
zens, and  should  remove  much  of  the  repugnance  en- 
tertained against  the  mere  manner  of  the  distribu- 
tion. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  determined  to  sign  the  bill; 
and  in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  I  rejoice,  exceedingly 
that  I  have  been  spared  the  necessity  of  using  the  veto 
power;  a  power  whose  exercise  is  only  less  unpleas- 
ant than  the  sanctioning  of  an  act  deemed  wrong  in 
itself. 

I  shall  now  briefly  state  certain  difficulties  which 
may  arise  in  carrying  the  bill  into  operation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  ihey  will  be  treated  if  they  should 
occur. 

There  are  two  classes  of  appropriation  embraced  in 
the  act;  one  to  State  works  now  in  progress,  and  the 
other  to  company  and  other  objects.  To  the  former, 
on  account  of  their  priority  of  claim  on  the  faith  of 
the  State  (being  made  to  meet  contracts  long  in  ex- 
istence), and  their  general  interest  to  the  whole  com- 
munity, I  shall,  so  far  as  my  control  over  the  treasury 
extends,  concede  a  priority  of  payment  out  *  of  the 
public  funds.  The  latter  will  be  postponed  to  them; 
but  if  there  are  funds  enough  to  discharge  both  fully, 
both  will  be  paid. 

To  meet  these  two  descriptions  of  appropriation,  it 
appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature, 
that  two  classes  of  funds  should  be  applicable,  viz :  the 
proper  resources  of  the  State  Treasury,  and  the  pro- 
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ceeds  of  a  temporary  loan  of  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. If  this  loan  be  actually  received,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  joint  funds  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  ap-» 
propriations.  But  there  is  a  pos-sibility  that  the  loan 
cannot  be  negotiated.  In  this  case,  in  accordance  with 
the  rule  of  precedence  above  mentioned,  many  of  the 
appropriations  of  the  second  class  will  not  be  paid. 

That  such  a  result  is  possible,  if  not  probable,  will 
appear  from  an  examination  of  the  section  authorizing 
the  loan.  It  is  in  these  words — "Section  12.  The 
Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  authorized 
to  borrow,  on  a  temporary  loan,  any  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  give 
the  necessary  certificates  therefore;  and  the  same 
shall  be  repayable  at  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
at  the  time  of  making  said  loan,  out  of  any  money  then 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

With  respect  to  this  section,  two  things  are  to  be 
kept  in  view:  1st. — That  it  authorizes  only  a  "tem- 
porary loan,",  which  I  understand  to  be  a  loan  re- 
payable within  one  year  from  the  date  of  its  negotia- 
tion. And  1  would  here  remark,, that  if  it  contem- 
plated a  permanent  loan  or  increase  of  the  State  debt, 
the  bill  could  not  receive  my  signature. 

2d. — That  the  rate  of  interest  is  not  designated;  but 
inasmuch  as  the  Legislature  had  it  in  their  power  to 
obtain  the  money  at  four  per  cent.,  I  shall  not  hold 
myself  authorized  or  required  to  give  more  than  that 
rate. 

Under  this  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  section, 
I  will  immediately  take  the  proper  steps  to  ascertain 
whether  the  loan  can  be  negotiated  on  the  terms  now 
stated.  If  the  attempt  be  successful,  which  1  very 
much  doubt,  then  the  various  subscriptions  to  the 
stock  of  the  different  companies  named  in  the  bill,  will 
be  forthwith  made,  and  the  money  paid  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act;  if  not,  I  shall  not  feel 
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authorized,  as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  affix  the 
name  of  her  Chief  Magistrate  to  a  contract  which  I 
know  cannot  be  fulfilled. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  law,  and  a  com- 
parison of  its  various  provisions  with  each  other,  and 
with  my  views  of  duty  to  the  State,  this  is  the  conclu- 
sion at  which  I  have  arrived. 

The  liberality  of  the  Legislature  to  the  companies 
embraced  in  the  bill,  could  only  have  been  intended  as 
conditional,  depending  on  the  negotiation  of  the  "tem- 
porary loan.''  Any  other  construction  would  attribute 
to  the  Legislature  the  design  to  make  a  contract 
which,  possibly,  might  be  violated.  This  idea  cannot, 
for  a  moment,  be  entertained;  much  less  can  it  be 
supposed  that  it  was  their  design  to  sacrifice  the  ex- 
isting contracts  on  the  public  works,  to  the  indulgence 
of  their  liberality. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say,  that  it  is  due  to 
the  honor  of  the  State,  and  to  all  interested  in  this 
bill,  that  its  provisions  should  be  fully  and  faithfully 
executed.  This  can  be  accomplished  certainly  and 
promptly,  by  compelling  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  take  the  loan,  under  her  charter,  at  four  per  cent. 
That  measure  is  accordingly  recommended,  together 
with  a  provision  for  the  repayment  of  the  sum  already 
due. 

JOS.  EITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  14,  1838. 
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^Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
the  Incendiary  or  Incendiaries  Engaged  in  the 
Burning  of  Pennsylvania  Plall  in  Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

„   gp.-fe-  Whereas   I    have   learned 

'IK  wviiiHifiiji^piiypmii    V  ^.^^     ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  time  fhe 

orderly^city  of  Philadelphia  has  become  the  theatre  of 
scenes  heretofore  only  contemplated  at  a  distance  as 
dangerous  excesses  on  the  part  of  others.  They  have 
now  been  enacted  in  our  midst  and  assumed  a  form 
most  destructive  of  property,  and  domestic  quiet,  the 


♦DOCUMENTS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Philadelphia,    5th  mo.    17th,   1838. 
Joseph  Ritner, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 

Harrisburg: 
Esteemec"   Friend: 

The  Pennsylvania  Hall,  which  on  the  second  day  of  this  week  we  dedi- 
cated to  "Liberty"  is  surrounded  by  a  furious  Mob.  We  have  consulted 
the  officers  of  our  City.  They  declare  themselves  unable  to  protect  us  in  the 
rights  which  they  admit  are  clearly  our  own. 

Free  distuf-sion  if  it  exists  at  all  in  Philadelphia,  must  do  so,  with  the 
Torch  of  the  incendiary  at  the  threshold,  and  the  knife  at  the  throats  of  its 
advocates.  The  right  of  peaceably  assembling  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  con- 
stitution i.*  no  longer  ours. 

Shall  this  state  of  things  continue?  Shall  Philadelphia  be  given  up  to 
anarchy?  Will  PENNSYLVANIANS  permit  our  beautiful  City,  their  pride 
as  well  as  ours,  to  be  subjected  to  the  despotism  of  a  furious  Mob?    We  ap- 
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most  inimical  to  individual  rights,  and  the  most  ruin- 
ous to  social  harmony  and  public  order  that  can  be 
conceived.     The  torch  of  the  incendiary  has  been  ap- 


peal then  to  thee  as  the  chief  Mag-Istrate  of  this  State,  to  Interpose  in  our 
behalf,    wf   ask  this  for  protection. 

Respectfully  thine,   &c., 

Signed  by  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the 

Pennsylvania    Hall    association, 

SAMUEL.  WEBB. 

Phila.,   5mo.   18th,    1838. 
Joseph  Ritner, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Harrlsburg: 
Esteemed  Friend: 

Before  our  letter  of  yesterday  could  have  reached  thee,  our  beautiful  Hall 
was  forcibly  entered  and  destroyed  by  the  mob.  Our  own  persons  are  in 
danger.  Our  lives  are  not  safe.  Our  dwellings  have  been  threatened.  Last 
night  about  10  o'clock,  I  had  to  taka  my  children  into  my  arms  and  flee  from 
my  ow).  house!  in  my  native  city!!  If  our  City  and  County  authorities  have 
the  inclination  they  have  not  the  power  to  suppress  this  bold,  wicked,  un- 
lawful attack  upon  the  friends  of  liberty.  What  shall  we  do?  Must  we  leave 
our  awn  State  and  flee  to  another  for  protection?  Surely  the  great  State  of 
Penna.  has  power  sufficient  somewhere  to  protect  her  peaceable  inhabitants. 
Let  us  hear  from  thee  soon  that  we  may  know  what  we  may  depend  upon. 

Respectfully  thine,   &c., 

SAMUEL  WEBB. 
P.  S.: 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  if  relief  be  not 
afforded  immediately,  the  entir9  colored  population  of  this  City  are  m  danger 
of  being  murdered. 

Philada.,   May  17,   1838. 
Gov.  Patner: 
Dear  Sir: 

While  I  write,  the  Pennsylvania  Hall  is  in  flames  having  so  I  learn  been 
fired  by  a  mob  whfch  obtained  possession  of  it  during  the  evening.  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  you  immediately  issue  your  Proclamation 
offering  a  very  liberal  reward  for  the  discovery  and  conviction  of  the  per- 
petrators of  this  outrage.  Distinct  as  it  is  from  all  considerations  of  pru- 
dence on  the  part  of  those  who  occupied  this  building  the  Executive  duty 
Is  clear  It  is  the  first  time  Philadelphia  has  been  thus  disgraced.  Prompti- 
tude is  essential.  If  you  agree  with  me,  the  proclamation  should  issue  at 
once  and  the  reward  be  proportionate  to  the  enormity  of  the  offence.  I  will 
write  again  to-morrow.    The  morning  papers  will  contain  some  details. 

In  haste. 

Truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  B.  REED. 
I  will  to-morrow  write  an  official  letter  on  the  subject. 

Philad'a,  May  18th,   1838, 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General. 
Sir: 

I  consider  It  my  duty  without  delay  officially  to  communicate  to  you  in- 
formation in  relation  to  a  flagrant  viblation  of  the  law  and  public  order 
which  occurred  in  this  City  last  evening.  The  Pennsylvania  Hall,  a  build- 
ing erected  by  private  contributions  and  being  private  property,  was  last 
night  attacked  and  set  on  fire  by  an  organized  mob.  It  is  now  in  ruins. 
I  recommend   the  subject  to  your  immediate   and  attentive  consideration 
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plied  by  unmasked  violators  of  law,  in  the  darkness 
of  night,  in  the  heart  of  a  crowded  city,  and  for 
avowed  purpose  of  preventing  exercise  of  Constitu- 

and  am  confident  that  such  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  Executive  as  the 
occasion  seems  to   require. 

I  am  very  resp., 
Y'rs. 

WILLIAM  B.   REED. 
His  Exc'y, 
GOVEENOR  RITNER. 

Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth: 

Philad'a,  May  20,  1838. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I  shall  lose  no  time 
in  commuKicatinfe  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  and  Mayor  of  the  City  the 
Governor's  Wishes,   and  immediately  advise  you  of  the   result. 

In  the  meantime  I  renew  the  recommendation  that  a  Proclamation  be  is- 
sued offering  a  reward  for  the  discovery  and  conviction  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  outriiges  of  the  17th  and  18th  insts.  When  that  is  done  some  hopes 
may  be  entertained  of  ascertaining-  who  the  guilty  are.  At  present  all  sus- 
picions are  completely  repressed.  I  consider  it  due  to  the  character  of  the 
Commonwealth  that  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  should  be  thus  expressed. 
The  amount  I  suggest  is  $1,000.  This  may  be  safely  offered  and  less  would 
not  answer.  I  would  confine  it  to  the  Acts  of  the  17th,  but  extend  it  to  the 
18th  also,   when   the  Orphan  Asylum  was  attacked  and  fired. 

With  great  regard, 

T'r  obdt.  Serv't, 

WILLIAM  B.   REED. 
Letters  reach  me  in  the  evening  only  when  sent  by  private  hands. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
Philadelphia,   May  24,  1838. 
Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth: 
Sir: 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th,  I  addressed  letters  to  the 
Mayor  an^l  Sheriff  of  this  City  and  County  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy  (A). 

I  received  the  enclosed  answer  (B)  from  the  Mayor  yesterday,  and  the 
letter  (C)  from  the  sheriff  this  evening.  I  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  them 
for  the   Governor's  examination. 

I  am  very  resp., 
T'r, 

WILLIAM  B.  REED. 

A. 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General, 
Philad'a,  May  21,  1838. 
To  John  S-wift,  Esq., 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia: 
Sir: 

By  a  letter  received  this  evening  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
dated  at  Harrisl.urg,  10th  inst.,  I  am  requested  to  obtain  from  you  certain 
information  relative  to  the  recent  disturbances  in  this  City.  I  hasten  to 
communicate  to  you  an  extract  from  the  Secretary's  letter. 

"The  Governor  does  not  conceive  if  to  be  his  duty  to  interpose  his  au- 
thority in  every  case  of  gross  violation  of  right  because  of  its  enormity;  nor 
to  suppose  that  the  local  authorities  and  the  usual  process  of  the  law  are 
inadequate  to  cope  with  crime  because  of  excitement  connected  with  it.  He 
desires  to  believe  because  such  ought  to  be  the  case  that  the  authorities  of 
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tional  and  inviolable  right  of  "the  free  communication 
of  thoughts  and  opinions."  And  Whereas,  If  it  be 
true  that  "even  error  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  while 

the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  are  able  to  protect  the  citizens  and  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  State. 

He  therefore  desires  you  as  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
ascertain  from  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  and  the  Mayor  of  the  City  what 
steps  have  been  and  will  be  taken  to  apprehend  and  punish  the  perpetrators 
of  this  enormous  outrage. 

The  Governor  also  enjoins  it  on  you  to  remind  the  Sheriff  and  Mayor  of 
their  duty  to  the  State  and  to  public  justice  in  this  matter.  Let  them  recol- 
lect that  mcbs  will  surely  become  overpowering  if  left  unopposed  and  that 
the  only  hope  to  check  and  break  their  spirit  is  in  the  beginning'." 

It  appears  from  this  letter  that  the  action  of  the  Executive  has  been 
solicited  with  a  view  to  detect  and  punish  the  perpetrators  of  the  recent 
violati(  ns  of  the  public  peace,  and  that  he  only  hesitates  from  a  fear  that 
any  interposition  on  his  part  may  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  local  au- 
thorities. 

I  will  thank  you  for  an  early  answer  to  the  Governor's  enquiry  as  to  the 
measures  which  have  been  taken  to  detect  the  perpetrators  of  the  late  dis- 
graceful outrages 

I  am  very  Resp., 

Y'r  ob'dt  servant, 

WILLIAM  B.  REED. 

P.  S. :  It  is  I  presume  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  proffer  to  you  my 
oiRcial  services  in  prosecuting  any  investigations  that  may  be  instituted. 

B. 

Mayor's  Office,  May  23rd,  1838. 
To  Wm.  B.  Reed,  Esq., 
Sir: 

As  to  my  seeming  neglect  in  not  answering  yours  of  the  21st  Inst,  until 
now,  permit  to  assure  you  that  up  to  this  moment  I  had  not  a  minute  I 
could  call  my  own. 

To  the  suggestions  contained  in  your  letter  I  answer,  that  for  all  ordinary 
or  even  extraordinary  outbreaking  of  the  people,  I  consider  the  Police  of  the 
City  sufficiently  strong  either  to  check  or  to  subdue  them,  but  in  relation  to 
the  late  much  to  be  regretted  scene,  I  must  say  that  no  Police  that  I  could 
have  mustered,  would  have  been  able  to  check  or  put  it  down.  It  appeared 
to  be  the  varied  act  of  an  indignant  and  insulted  people  and  all  my  efforts 
(and  I  did  all  in  my  power  both  to  prevent  and  to  subdue  it)  proved  un- 
availing. 

As  good  order  now  prevails,  I  shall  of  course,  make  no  new  arrangements 
In  my  Police,  but  for  the  actors  on  the  occasion,  I  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  ferret  out  and  bring  them  to  justice. 

I  a.m. 
Tours  very  respectfully, 

JNO.   SWIFT. 


C. 

Philad'a,   May  24,   1838. 
To  William  B.  Reed,  Esq., 

Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 
Sir; 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  made  by  him  through  you  In  reference  to 
the  late  disorders  in  our  City. 
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reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it/'  the  practice  of  com- 
bating supposed  error  with  the  fire-brand,  or  of  pun- 
ishing even  crime  without  the  established  process  of 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favour  assure  him  that  I  have  seized  the  first 
opportunity  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  your  favour  of? 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
With  high  respect, 

Y'r  obd.    Serv't, 

JN.   G.  WATMOUGH, 
High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad'a. 

To  His  Excellency, 

Joseph  ititner, 

Go\ernor  of  Pennsylvania: 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  extract  from  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  Attorney  General  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  I  take  the  earliest  moment  I  have  been  able  to  spare  from  the  execution 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  the  unusual  excitement  into  which  our  City 
has  been  thrown,  to  furnish  so  far  as  in  my  power,  the  information  which 
your  Excellency  has  called  for. 

It  ought  to  be  generally  known  that,  except  his  four  Deputies  the  High 
Sherifl  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  has  not  a  man  upon  whom  he  is 
specially  authorized  ti  call  for  aid  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  nor  has  he 
a  single  dollar,  except  what  he  pays  from  his  own  purse  which  he  has  the 
right  to  expend  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  Peace.  His  power  consists 
and  consists  only  in  the  disposition  which  In  almost  all  cases  exist,  among 
the  people  themselves,  to  support  the  officers  of  the  Law,  and  when  that 
disposition  unfortunately  fails,  the  Sheriff  will  find  himself  without  the 
means  to  suppress  any  considerable  assemblage  of  violent  or  turbulent  per- 
sons. 

His    power   is  therefore   purely   a  moral    one   and  results  from  the  most 
beaistiful  principle  in  the  theory  of  our  Laws.  It  is  not,  however,  now  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  Sheriff  should  be  left  in  this  situation,  nor  whether  adequate 
means  should  not  be  placed  at  his  disposal  to  accomplish  this  all  Important 
object,    independent  of  the   prejudices   or  the   passions    of   the  surrounding 
crowd.    If  it  were  it  is  presumed,  but  one  opinion  would  be  found  to  exist. 
The   scenes   of    last  Thursday  night  left   a  deep  and  withering  impression 
upon  my  feelings.    I  w^as  shocked  and  grieved  as  much  at  the  apathy  mani- 
fested by  the  large  mass  of  citizens  who  calmly  witnessed  those  scenes,  as  at 
the  conduct  of  the  lawless  mob  who  put  all  restraint  human  and  divine  at 
defiance.    Of  the  disturbance  of  the  previous  night,   I  had  not  received  the 
slightest  intimation,   nor  was  I  informed  that  anything  serious  was  looked 
for,  until  noon  of  the  Thursday  upon  which  the  Burning  took  place.    I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ground  forthwith,  I  found  the  Hall  occupied — many  respectable 
citizens  standing  about  the  door  in  front  and  passing  in  and  out,  a  few  noisy 
boys    in  the  street  and  a  large  number   of  highly   respectable  citizens  oc- 
cupying the  opposite  pavement.     I  saw  nothing  that  the  City  authorities  were 
not  fully  con^petent  to  regulate  and  control;   while  there  I   was  informed 
that  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Hall  had  gone  to  my  office  to  confer  with 
me;  I  met   then:  accordingly   at  half-past  one  o'clock  with   my  friend  and 
legal  advit^er,    Henrj-  J.  Williams,   Esquire,   and  heard  for  the  first  time  a 
full  detail  of  all  that  had  occurred  and  of  all  that  was  anticipated.    I  re- 
gretted that  a  longer. period  had  not  been  allowed  me  to  collect  an  able  and 
efficient  bcdy  of  men  to  stand  by  me  at  all  hazard,  and  promised  to  do  all  In 
my  power  to  remedy   the   loss  of  so  much  precious 'time.    These  truly  re- 
spectable men  then  said  that  I  need  not  make  myself  uneasy  upon  that  point, 
as  they  would  pledge  themselves  that  there  should  be  five  hundred  ardent 
young  men  on  the  spot  before  seven  o'clock,  upon  whom  I  might  place  full 
reliance.    With  this  assurance  we  parted,    my   own   mind  entirely  at  ease. 
Between  four  and  five  o'clock  I  took  my  stand  upon  the  ground.    The  crowd 
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law  must  be  the  very  essence  of  the  worst  of  tyranny. 
And  Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Magistrate  to  pro- 
tect all  in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights, 

had  increased;  but  the  mass  of  respectable  citizens,  with  very  many  of  whom 
I  was  personally  acquainted,  had  net  diminished;  there  was  much  talk  and 
some  exciten  ent  as  night  approached  the  crowd  continued  to  increase.  I  saw 
standing  near  me  one  of  the  High  Constables,  and  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  ground  was  fully  occupied  bj'  his  men.  Between  seven  and  eight  o'clock, 
I  observed  the  Mayor  of  the  City  coming  out  of  one  of  the  doors  of  the  Hall 
fronting  on  Sixth  Street.  He  advanced  near  or  into  the  street  and  made 
seme  remarks  to  an  unruly  crowd  that  gathered  about  him,  to  which  they 
replied  bj"-  a  few  cheers  and  much  noise.  Almost  immediately  afterward  this 
very  mass  tha".  had  cheered  him,  moved  in  a  body  to  the  alley  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Hall.  About  this  time  a  letter  was  handed  to  me  by  a  young 
gentleman  named  Wise,  in  the  name  of  the  committee  which  had  met  me 
at  noon  at  my  office,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  inform  me  that  they  de- 
clined doing  anything  further  in  defence  of  their  Property.  He  at  the  same 
time  stated  that  they  had  surrendered  the  keys  of  the  Hall  to  the  City  au- 
thorities in  whosi  possession  they  then  were.  It  was  now  about  eight  o'clock 
and  night  had  closed  around.  In  a  few  moments,  I  heard  a  general  shout, 
followed  in^mediately  by  a  crash  of  the  windows  in  the  alley.  I  repaired  to 
the  spot  and  found  the  work  of  destruction  had  commenced.  I  called  upon 
the  bystander^!  to  follow  me  and  rushed  into  the  midst  of  the  rioters,  I  en- 
deavoured honestly  to  redeem  the  pledge  I  gave  when  I  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  m>  ofTce,  I  failed  in  my  efforts,  I  found  myself  with  the  exception 
of  on''  brave  man  whom  it  delights  me  to  name,  Mr.  Thomas  Connell,  alone 
amid  hundreds.  I  arrested  with  my  own  hands  some  ten  or  a  dozen  rioters, 
among  them  one  sturdy  blackguard  engaged  in  forcing  the  doors  with  a  log 
of  wood,  and  a  youth. with  a  brand  of  fire  in  his  hands;  they  were  either 
forcibly  rescued  from  me  or  were  instantly  let  loose  again  by  those  into 
whose  custody  I  gave  them;  I  appealed  in  vain  for  assistance,  no  one  re- 
sponded to  me  Mr.  Connell  proclaimed  my  presence  in  a  loud  voice.  He 
alone  appeared  to  feel  that  the  sacred  duty  of  the  free  citizen  was  and  ought 
to  be  deemed  parfc mount  to  all  other  considerations.  Prejudice  and  madness 
held  sovereign  svay.  The  Laws  were  trampled  in  the  dirt,  and  I  was  made 
the  sport  of  an  atrocious  mob.  I  will  not  pretend  that  I  encountered  the 
risks  that  threatened  me  from  sympathy  for  those  who  had  perhaps  too 
rashly  braved  the  public  feeling  in  reference  to  their  course.  I  am  slow  to 
appreciate  that  course  of  conduct  that  merges  the  public  good  in  the  main- 
tenance of  prircipler,  deeply  affecting  private  Rights  and  Constitutional 
Con  pact.  Pride  of  opinion  forms  no  part  of  my  Christian  Creed.  The  lowly 
patience  and  unaffected  humility  of  the  Saviour  ought  to  teach  a  different 
lesson.  It  Time  and  Truth,  with  the  practice  of  the  humbler  virtues  will  not 
effect  the  results  aimed  at,  obstinacy  and  pride  and  agitation  will  surely 
never  attain  them.  Yet  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  my  admiration  at  the 
fortitude  which  reposes  upon  the  sanctity  of  L»aw,  and  the  conviction  of 
honest  purposes.  With  me,  however,  these  matters  were  not  in  question, 
t5  protect  the  rights  and  property  of  the  citizen  was  my  official  duty.  It  was 
much  mere,  it  was  a  sacred  point  of  honour.  The  means  which  the  Laws 
placed  at  my  disposal  proved  vain  and  futile.  Prejudice  and  passion  de- 
stroyed them  at  a  breath.  If  the  Freeman  resists  the  appeal  of  his  own 
constituted  authorities  to  preserve  the  peace  and  order  of  Society  no  matter 
under  what  impulse,  the  great  experiments  in  favour  of  Civil  Liberty  and 
human  rights  made  in  the  formation  of  our  Government,  falls  to  the  ground, 
and  the  mournful  cry  of  "Woe  to  Jerusalem"  will  soon  be  heard  within  our 
own  Walls. 

I  continued  upon  the  ground  until  the  Pennsylvania  Hall  was  a  smouldering 
ruin,  and  then  only  withdrew  when  the  probability  of  no  further  damage 
to  the  neighboring  buildings  was  likely  to  ensue.  I  was  taught  a  melan- 
choly lesson  at  the  expense  of  the  purest  principle  in  the  Theory  of  our  In- 
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without  respect  to  the  question  whether  their  respec- 
tive objects'  be  or  be  not  agreeable  to  himself  or  others, 
so  long  as  their  deportment  is  peaceful  and  their  ob- 
ject lawful. 

stitiiticrs;  I  determined  to  profit  by  it.  It  was  found  on  the  following  day 
that  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  upon  the  laws  the  preceding  night  were 
not  to  be  satisfied  by  one  attempt ;  other  portions  of  the  City  and  County  were 
threatened  and  I  determined  to  provide  at  my  own  cost  other  means  thau 
those  which  had  been  trusted  to  and  found  insufficient. 

I  mounted  my  horse  and  employed  videttes  to  keep  me  informed  of  every 
movement;  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  brave  and  active  spirits,  the  City  was 
traversed  from  the  Liberties  on  the  North  to  Southwark..  In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Exchange  a  fine  body  of  Citizen  Volunteers  stood  prepared  for 
every  emergency  nor  were  they  finally  dismissed  until  late  on  Sunday  night. 
Four  strong  detachments  occupied  as  many  different  posts  on  the  Northern 
borders  of  the  City,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  threatened  points.  The 
order,  promptitude  and  obedience  of  all  these  brave  men  who  felt  that  too 
deep  a  sacrifice  to  unruly  passions  had  been  already  made,  entitle  them  to 
the  thanks  of  their  fellow  citiiiens,  and  to  my  deep  and  lasting  gratitude. 
The  former,  I  am  sure  they  will  receive,  the  latter  I  beg  them  to  accept. 

The  Injur>  done  to  the  Asylum  in  Thirteenth  Street,  I  deeply  deplore.  I 
would  have  made  any  personal  sacrifice  to  prevent  it,  if  I  had  only  been  in- 
formed that  such  a  place  existed  within  the  limits  of  the  County.  I  had 
never  even  heard  of  its  location,  and  was  engaged  in  providing  for  the  safety 
of  the  Temperance  Hall  in  the  Northern  Liberties  when  the  cry  of  Fire 
reached  my  ears.  I  ran  with  the  utmost  speed  to  the  point  and  reached  it  In 
time  to  witness  the  success  of  the  brave  determination  of  Philadelphia 
Firemen.  Early  on  the  following  morning  I  took  possession  with  an  efficient 
force  of  the  Avenues  leading  and  the  grounds  adjacent  to  this  Asylum. 
From  that  moment  it  was  placed  beyond  all  manner  of  danger.  The  means 
I  have  employed  for  the  last  five  days  I  shall  hereafter  continue  to  retain 
within  my  reach  and  am  confident  to  be  able  to  rally  within  an  hour's  notice. 
I  must  bvj  allowed  to  add  that  the  public  at  length  appeared  to  take  a  just 
view  of  the  danger  that  had  threatened  them,  and  rallied  round  the  officers 
to  aid  and  support  them.  With  the  exception  of  Thursday  night  I  have 
found  them  on  all  occasions  able  and  willing  to  join  in  every  effort  to  sustain 
the  Laws.  I  feel  confident  that  any  attempt  hereafter  to  commit  further 
violence  will  be  easily  and  speedily  suppressed.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
prehension of  the  authors  of  the  late  outrage  every  effort  within  my  power, 
shall  be  made  to  discover  and  punish  them.  Many  individuals  are  already 
in  custody.  So  deep  and  abiding  has  been  my  desire  to  remedy  the  first 
evils  and  anticipate  future  ones,  that  for  the  last  five  nights  I  have  remained 
in  my  saddle  until  broad  daylight  of  the  following  morning. 

I  have  conceived  it  proper  to  make  this  full  statement  to  your  Excellency 
that  I  may  not  be  deemed  derelict  in  duty  or  unmindful  of  the  safety,  honour 
and  welfare  of  our  Country.  I  trust  I  shall  ever  be  keenly  sensitive  upon  the 
first  point,  and  I  am  perfectly  sure  I  shall  always  be  willing  to  lay  down  my 
life  for  the  maintenance  of  tho  second. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  with  great  respect, 

T'r  obdt.   Serv't, 

JN.  G.  WATMOUGH, 
High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad'a. 
Phila.,  May  24,'  1838. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  Managers,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall, 
5  mo.  18th,  1838,  Unanimously  resolved  that  Charles  Wise  be  appointed  our 
messenger  to  the  Governor  of   the   State  to  communicate  to  him  our  own 
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And  Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth  '^to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed/'  especially  in  cases  whose  enor- 
mity transcends  the  magnitude  of  common  guilt. 
Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  and  securing 
the  apprehension  of  the  wrong-doers  in  the  premises, 
I,  Joseph  Ritner^  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth, 
do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  for 
the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  each  and  every 
person  engaged  in  the  burning  of  the  building  called 
the  Pennsylvania  Hall  in  Sixth  Street,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  night  of  Thursday,  the  seven- 
teenth instant,  or  in  setting  fire  to  the  building  called 
the  Orphans'  Asylum  on  Thirtieth  Street,  in  the  said 
City,  on  the  night  of  Friday  the  eighteenth  instant,  to 
be  paid  on  the  due  conviction  of  each  and  every  of 
the  persons  aforesaid.  And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sher- 
iffs, Coroners,  Constables  and  other  officers  within  this 
Commonwealth  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
be  attentive  and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bring- 
ing to  justice  the  person  or  persons  guilty  of  the  crimes 
aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-second  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-sec- 
ond. 

By  the  Governor. 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Commonwealth. 

exposed  condition,  and  that  of  the  colored  population,  in  consequence  of  the 
threats  of  an  infuriated  mob  now  raging  in  this  City. 

WILLIAM  McKEE,   Sec'y  Pro  Tem. 

Charles  Wise  is  requested  to  refer  the  Governor  to  two  letters  forwarded 
to  him  previously.  Also,  To  inform  the  Governor  that  the  Mayor  and 
Sheriff  explicitly  declare  that  they  have  not  sufHcient  force  at  their  disposal 
to  protect  us  from  the  violence  of  so  numerous  a  mob. 

•    28— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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*  Proclamation  Offering  a  Reward  for  the  Apprehen- 
sion of  Joseph  McCormick,  charged  with  the  Mur- 
der of  PHny  D.  Wells,  Deputy  Sheriff,  of  Allegheny 
County. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Kitner. 

K  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

___^  -Whereas,  I  have  received 

anthentic  information  that 
a  certain  Joseph  McCor- 
mick, late  of  the  County  of 
Allegheny,  stands  charged 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^   with      having      atrociously 

murdered  a  certain  Pliny  D. 
Wells,  also  late  of  the  said 
county,  whilst  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  Deputy 
Sheriff;    and  having  fled  from  Justice,  all  efforts  to 


♦DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Pittsburgh,   24  June,   1838. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  an  atrocious  Murder  which  was 
perpetrated  in  this  county  by  a  man  named  Joseph  McCormick,  on  the  20th 
instant  upon  the  body  of  Pliny  D.  Wells  whilst  in  the  execution  of  his  duty 
as   Deputy   Sheriff. 

At  the  March  sessions  of  our  county  court  McCormick  had  been  indicted 
for  an  outrageous  assault  and  battery  alleged  to  have  been  c'ommitted  by  him 
upon  the  person  of  one  William  S.  Graft.  Process  was  issued,  but  as  the  de- 
fendant was  a  desperate  fellow,  and  was  known  to  have  armed  himself  and 
to  have  swcrn  that  he  would  not  be  taken,  no  township  constable  could  be 
found  with  sufBcient  nerve  to  undertake  his  arrest.  He  accordingly  re- 
mained at  large  until  last  week,  when  the  June  term  of  our  Quarter  Ses- 
sions commenced,  and  another  indictment  was  presented  by  the  Grand  Jury 
against  McCormick  and  others  for  a  conspiracy,  false  imprisonment,  &c. ,  in 
consequence  of  a  second  outrage  committed  upon  the  same  man  Graft.  Ac- 
cordingly on  Wednesday  last  (the  20th  inst.)  the  Covirt  directed  process  to 
issue  foi  the  arrest  of  McCormick.  Mr.  Wells,  who  was  reputed  to  be  one 
of  our  most  resolute  city  police  officers,  was  deputed  by  the  sheriff  in  com- 
pany with  William  Skiles,   our  Gaoler,   to  go  after  McCormick.     They  imme- 
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arrest  him  by  the  officers  of  justice  have  hitherto 
proved  ineffectual:  And  whereas,  it  is  due  to  the 
majesty  of  the  law,  the  reputation  of  the  government, 

diately  stfcrted  from  town,  both  armed,  but  were  unfortunately  separated 
when  Wells  saw  the  defendant  in  a  com'  field  about  8  miles  from  town. 
Wells  advanced  upon  McCormick  and  commanded  him  to  surrender.  A  scuffle 
ensued,  and  McCormick  stabbed  the  oflicer  with  his  dirk  twice  in  the  right 
breast  betvieen  the  second  and  third  ribs.  Mr.  Skiles  then  came  up  and 
having-  made  the  defendant  a  prisoner,  started  with  him  on  foot  and  brought 
him  alone  about  four  miles  on  the  I'oad  to  Pittsburgh,  having  in  the  mean 
time  used  e\ery  effort  but  in  vain  to  obtain  assistance,  or  even  a  rope  to  tie 
him.  The  prisoner,  taking  advantage  of  Skiles'  exhaustion,  made  a  desperate 
effort  and  broke  away  from  him.  The  offlcer  snapped  his  pistols  at  McCor- 
mick repeatedly  but  thej^  missed  fire,  and  the  latter  was  thus  enabled  to  es- 
cape. 

As  soon  as  the  intelligence  reached  Pittsburgh,  the  Sheriff  started  with  an 
armed  posse,  and  although  they  have  been  in  pursuit  ever  since  and  hand 
bills  widely  circulated  offering  a  reward  of  $200  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
Murderer,  I  regret  to  say  that  every  effort  to  capture  him  has  proved  un- 
availing. 

I  thereforj  consider  it  proper  to  communicate  the  facts  to  your  excellency 
and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  issuing  your  Proclamation,  offering  such 
reward  for  the  arrest  of  Joseph  McCormick  as  you  may  deem  proper.  In  m.y 
opinion,  not  less  than  $500  should  be  offered,  because  the  fellow  is  a  man  of 
desperate  courage,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  well  provided  with  the 
means  of  resistance. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  Sheriff's  advertisement  giving  a 
description  of  McCcrmick's  person. 

Very  faithfully,    &c., 

W.  W.  IRWIN. 
GOV.    RITNER. 

P.  S.  I  had  almost  forgotten  to  say  that  Wells  survived  his  wounds  but 
a  few   minutes. 

$200  REWARD. 

STOP  THE   MURDERER!!! 

THI''  above  reward  will  be  paid  for  the  apprehension  of 

JOSEPH    McCORMICK, 

Of  Robinson  township,  Allegheny  county,  who  this  day  murdered  PLINY  D. 
WELLS,  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  Duputy  Sheriff  of  this 
county. 

The  Murc'.erer  is  about  25  years  of  age,  round  shouldered,  slim,  but  well 
made,  and  about  5  feet  7  inches  in  height,  fair  complexion,  light  brown 
hair,  and  har  a  small  piece  bitten  out  of  the  top  of  one  ear.  When  he  es- 
caped, he  was  without  a  hat  or  coat,  and  had  on  a  shirt  borrowed  from  a 
neighbor,  and  a  pair  of  dark  pantaloons  [supposed  to  be  gray  cassinet]. 
Said  McCormick  has  recently  been  wounded  in  the  back  with  a  dirk,  in  the 
effort  to  arrest  him.  The  above  reward  will  be  paid  for  his  arrest  and  con- 
finement in  any  jail  where  he  may  be  secured  for  safe  keeping,  so  that  he 
car.  be  placed  in  my  possession. 

ANDREW  BAYNE, 
High  Sheriit  of  Allegheny  Co.,    Penn'a. 

Pittsburgh,  June  20,    1838. 

NOTE  IN  THE  HAND  OF  GOVERNOR  RITNER. 

Let  a  reward    be   offered   for  the   apprehension   of    Joseph   McCormick   for 
the  murder  of  P.  D.  Wells. 
June  gSth,  18.38. 
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the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens,  and  the  obliga- 
tions of  justice  and  humanity,  not  only  that  offenders 
should  be  brought  to  punishment,  but  that  the  ofiS- 
cers  of  justice  should  be  protected  in  the  performance 
of  their  disagreeable  and  dangerous  duty,  and  that  all 
•  who  persist  should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign 
punishment,  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue 
this  proclamation,  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apprehend  the  said  fugitive  within  the  county 
of  Allegheny  and  secure  him  in  the  jail  of  the  said 
countv :  and  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  if  the  said 
offender  shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  in  the  jail 
of  any  other  county  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  if  he 
shall  be  apprehended  and  secured  without  the  limits 
of  this  state — which  sum  shall  be  paid  on  the  con- 
viction of  the  perpetrator  of  the-  crime  aforesaid. 
And  all  judges,  justices,  sheriff's,  coroners,  constables, 
and  other  officers  within  this  commonwealth,  are  here- 
by required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigilant 
in  enquiring  after,  and  bringing  to  justice  the  alleged 
perpetrator  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  commonwealth  the  sixty- 
second. 

By  the  Governor, 
I.  Wallace,  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

N.  B.  The  murderer  is  about  25  years  of  age,  round 
shouldered,  slim,  but  well  made,  and  about  5  feet  7 
inches  in  height,  fair  complexion,  light  brown  hair, 
has  a  small  piece  bitten  out  of  the  top  of  one  of  his 
ears:  And  he  has  been  recentlv  wounded  in  the  back 
with  a  dirk.  He  is  represented  to  be  a  man  of  des- 
perate courage. 


Joseph  Ritner. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER, Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Commonwealth,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  People  of  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,''  passed  June 
the  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt  of 
the  returns  of  the  election  held  in  the  several  Congres- 
sional districts  in  this  Commonwealth  to  declare  by 
Proclamation  the  names  of  the  respective  persons  re- 
turned to  him  as  duly  elected  in  each  district.  And 
whereas,  the  returns  of  the  General  Election  held  on 
Tuesday,  the  ninth  day  of  October,  instant,  in  and  for 
the  district  for  membersi  to  serve  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next,  have  been  received  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  recited  act,  whereby,  it  appears 
that  in  the  first  district  composed  of  East  and  West 
Southwark,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk,  Kingsessing, 
Blockley,  Penn  Township,  Germantown,  Roxborough, 
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and  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  Lemuel 
Paynter  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  second  district 
composed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  John  Sergeant 
and  George  W.  Toland  have  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
third  district  composed  of  the  residue  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  Charles  Naylor  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  fourth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Delaware,  Chester  and  Lancaster,  Edward  Davies, 
Francis  James  and  John  Edwards  have  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  fifth  district,  composed  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  Joseph  Fornance  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. In  the  sixth  district,  composed  of  the  county  of 
Bucks,  John  Davis  has  been  dulv  elected.  In  the  sev^ 
enth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northamp- 
ton, Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne,  David  D.  Wagener  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  eighth  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh,  Peter  Newhard 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  ninth  district,  composed 
of  the  county  of  Berks,  George  M.  Keim  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  tenth  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lebanon  and  Dauphin,  William  Simonton  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  eleventh  district,  composed 
of  the  county  of  York,  James  Gerry  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  twelfth  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Adams  and  Franklin,  James  Cooper  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  thirteenth  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry  and  Juniata,  Wil- 
liam S.  Ramsey  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  four- 
teenth district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin, 
Huntingdon  and  Centre,  William  W.  Potter  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  fifteenth  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Columbia  and  Luzerne,  David  Petriken 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  sixteenth  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Union,  Northumberland  and 
Lycoming,  Robert  H.  Hammond  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  seventeenth  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean, 
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Samuel  W.  Morris  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
eighteenth  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bed- 
ford, Somerset,  Charles  Ogle  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  nineteenth  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana,  Albert  G.  Marchand 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twentieth  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene,  Enos 
Hook  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-first  dis- 
trict, composed  of  Washington  County,  Isaac  Leet  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-second  district,  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  Richard  Biddle  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-third  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  Arm- 
strDng  and  Butler,  William  Beatty  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. In  the  twenty-fourth  district,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  Thomas  Henry  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-fifth  district,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren  and 
Venango,  John  Galbraith  has  been  duly  elected.  Now 
Therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby  pub- 
lishing and  declaring  that  Lemuel  Paynter,  John  Ser- 
geant, George  W.  Toland,  Charles  Naylor,  Edward  Da- 
vies,  Francis  James,  John  Edwards,  Joseph  Fornance, 
John  Davis, David  D.  Wagener, Peter  Newhard,  George 
W.  Keim,  William  Simonton,  James  Gerry,  James 
Cooper,  William  S.  Ramsey,  William  W.  Potter,  David 
Petriken,  Robert  H.  Hammond,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Charles  Ogle,  Albert  G.  Marchand,  Enos  Hook,  Isaac 
I^et,  Richard  Biddle,  William  Beatty,  Thomas  Henry, 
and  John  Galbraith  have  been  returned  as  duly  elected 
in  their  several  congressional  districts  before  men- 
tioned, as  Representatives  of  the  People  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  two  vears,  to  commence 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirtieth  day  of  October, 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
third. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclaniation  announcing  the  Adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  1838. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Kitner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
NER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  Charles  B.  Pen- 
rose, Esquire,  Speaker  of 
the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
did  on  this  day,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  requisition  of 
the  tenth  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  entitled  "An  Act  providing  for 
the  call  of  a  Convention  to  propose  Amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  State,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
People  thereof  for  their  Ratification  or  Rejection," 
delivered  to  me  asi  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  a 
certificate  setting  forth  the  number  of  votes  given  on 
the  ninth  day  of  October,  One  Thousand  Eight  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty  eight,  for,  and  the  number  of  votes 
given  against  the  Amendments  proposed  and  submit- 
ted to  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  on  the  day 
last  aforesaid  and  by  the  Commonwealth  which  was 
held  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  above 
named: 

And  whereas,  it  appears  from  the  number  of  votes 
summed  up  and  ascertained  in  said  certificate  that 
One  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-one  votes  were  given  for  the  said  Amend- 
ments, and  One  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  votes  were  given  against  said 
Amendments,  showing  a  majority  of  One  thousand  two 
hundred  and  twelve  votes  for  the  said  amendments. 

Therefore,  I,  Joseph  Kitner,  Governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth have  caused  this  proclamation  to  issue, 
and  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of  Assembly  do  hereby 
declare  that  the  said  amendments  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Freemen  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  they 
are  to  go  into  operation  and  be  in  force  in  the  manner 
and  at  the  time  set  forth  and  named  in  the  said 
amendments  and  the  Schedule  thereto  annexed. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Harrisburg  this  eleventh  day  of  December  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

thirty-eight,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-third. 

By  the  Governor, 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly — 1838. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

THE   ANNUAL   MESSAGE   TO   THE    LEGISLA- 
ture  was  prepared  on  the  4th  inst.  for  presenta- 
tion.    But  the  scenes  of  confusion  which  then 
commenced  and  which  continued  to  disgrace  the  seat 
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of  government  till  a  few  da3^S'  ago,  prevented  its  de- 
liver3\  In  transmitting  it  now,  I  feel  compelled  by 
every  motive  of  official  duty  as  chief  magistrate,  and 
of  patriotism  as  a  citizen,  to  preface  it  with  a  brief 
detail  of.  the  facts  connected  with  the  recent  outrage, 
and  to  call  upon  you,  as  you  love  order  and  your  rights 
and  venerate  the  institutions  of  jour  country,  to  adopt 
every  possible  means  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  sim- 
ilar disorders. 

On  the  day  appointed  by  the  constitution  for  the 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  attempted  to  organize  that  body; 
but  owing  to  a  dispute  relative  to  certain  returns,  two 
Speakers  were  chosen,  and  two  Houses  organized. 
This  was,  however,  done  peacefully,  and  if  the  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  had  been  left  in  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  minds  and  their  rights,  the  difference 
probably  would  soon  have  been  settled.  But  when, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the  annual  session  of 
the  Senate  was  commenced,  a  mob  of  lawless  and  dar- 
ing persons  were  found  to  be  in  attendance,  who  at- 
tempted to  influence  and  dictate  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued by  that  body.  Certain  members  were  admitted 
to  seats,  in  accordance  with  the  known  laws  of  the 
state,  but  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  these  persons. 
As  soon  as  this  was  done  the  lives  of  Senators  and 
others  were  threatened,  and  loud  cries  were  heard 
commanding  the  Senate  to  reconsider  its  vote  and  ad- 
mit other  claimants  to  seats.  To  such  height  did  this 
scandalous  outrage  proceed,  that  the  Senate  adjourned 
in  confusion,  and  some  members  of  the  legislature  and 
others  were  compelled  to  escape  from  the  chamber, 
unknown  to  the  mob,  to  save  their  lives. 

The  rioters,  under  their  leaders,  some  of  whom  were 
Federal  Government  officers,  then  took  possession  of 
the  Senate  chamber,  and  desecrated  it  by  their  insur- 
rectionary harangues,  in  the  course  of  which,  and  af- 
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terwards  at  other  places,  it  wasi  announced  that  a 
revolution  had  commenced.  They  then  adjourned  to 
the  court  house,  where  the  most  inflammatory  speeches 
were  made,  and  the  most  dangerous  proceedings  took 
place.  Kext  day,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  the 
Senate  did  not  meet  for  want  of  a  quorum — the  mem- 
bers not  deeming  it  safe  to  appear  in  their  seats,  or 
proper  to  attempt  to  legislate  in  the  presence  of  the 
rioters  who  filled  the  capitol.  On  the  same  day  also, 
when  one  of  the  portions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives attempted  to  meet,  the  member  who  had  been 
deputed  to  act  as  Speaker,  was  prevented  from  taking 
the  chair,  and  violently  ejected  from  the  hall  by  the 
mob. 

In  the  meantime,  a  bodv  called  a  ^^Committee  of 
safety,"  had  been  appointed  by  the  rioters,  and  seemed 
to  exercise  unlimited  control  over  them.  They  made 
the  most  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  citizens  of  the 
state  at  a  distance,  and,,  when  a  small  guard  had  been 
placed  by  the  keeper  and  by  my  orders  in  the  ars'enal, 
to  prevent  the  public  arms  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  rash  or  ill-disposed  persons,  they  were  compelled 
to  evacuate  the  building  under  terms  dictated  by  the 
mob,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  "Committee  of  safe- 
ty.'^  During  the  occurrence  of  these  disgraceful  events 
neither  branch  of  the  legislature  could  hold  a  regular 
session,  the  Executive  Chamber  and  State  Department 
were  closed,  and  confusion  and  alarm  pervaded  the 
seat  of  government. 

In  this  fearful  state  of  affairs  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
issue  a  proclamation,  calling  on  all  the  civil  authori- 
ties to  exert  themselves  for  the  restoration  of  law  and 
order,  and  on  the  militia  to  keep  themselves  in  instant 
readiness  to  march  to  the  seat  of  government  to  sup- 
press the  violence.  I  also  issued  an  order  on  the  Ma- 
jor General  of  the  first  division  of  the  State  militia, 
to  march  his  command  to  Harrisburg  forthwith,  and 
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made  a  requisition  on  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  troops  at  Carlisle,  to  bring  his  force  to  the  aid 
of  the  constituted  authorities.  At  the  same  time  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  informed  of  the 
state  of  affairs,  and  required  to  take  such  steps  under 
the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  as  might  seem  proper. 
This  last  named  measure  was  adopted",  that  if  mat- 
ters proceeded  to  extremity,  it  might  appear  that 
every  proper  and  possible  precaution  had  been  resorted 
to  by  the  Executive. 

The  result  of  these  several  application  are  known  to 
you.  With  regard  to  that  made  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, I  will  not  now  speak,  further  than  to  say, 
that  having  made  it  in  the  regular  and  Constitutional 
discharge  of  official  duty,  I  felt  bound,  as  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  Pennsylvania,  to  protest  against  the  recep- 
tion it  met  with,  and  the  highly  improper  reply  made 
to  it. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  appeal  made  to  the  citi- 
zen soldiers  of  the  Commonwealth  was  heard,  without 
doubt  of  its  necessity  or  delay  in  obedience. 

The  presence  of  Major  General  Patterson's,  and  sub- 
sequently of  Major  General  Alexander's  commands, 
completely  accomplished  the  object  in  view.  Their 
numbers  were  sufficient  to  frown  down  every  thing  like 
open  violence,  while  their  correct  and  soldierly  de- 
portment obtained  the  confidence  of  the  moderate  of 
all  parties.  Under  protection  of  their  presence,  the 
membersi  of  the  Legislature  were  free  to  settle  their 
own  differences  in  their  own  manner.  With  regard  to 
the  result  of  their  deliberations  of  course  I,  as  an  Ex- 
ecutive officer,  can  express  no  opinion.  My  only  duty 
was  to  take  measures  to  ensure  its  accomplishment, 
by  the  free  agency  of  the  members  themselves,  and 
when  that  was  effected  to  dismiss  the  military  force. — 
This  has  accordingly  been  done,  and  the  hope  is  sin- 
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cerely  entertained  that  a  resort  to  similar  protectioD 
may  never  again  be  required. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally,  the  events  of 
the  past  three  weeks  are  fraught  either  with  instruc- 
tion or  fearful  omen,  as  they  may  be  treated.  If  from 
them  we  learn  the  danger  of  departing  from  law  and 
right,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  to  accomplish 
the  most  deS'irable  object,  and  if  all  make  up  their 
minds  hereafter,  to  frown  upon  every  originator  or 
advocate  of  such  insurrectionary  movements,  the  les- 
son will  be  invaluable,  and  the  present  disgrace  pro- 
ductive of  lasting  benefit.  But  if  a  repetition  of  the 
outrage  be  countenanced  and  mob  threats  become  the 
rule  of  legislation,  then  it  requires  little  political  sa- 
gacity to  foretell  the  speedy  downfall  of  our  liberty, 
and  the  complete  prostration  of  all  rights.  The  des- 
perado who  enters  a  legislative  Hall  to-day  with  his 
bullies,  to  compel  the  admission  of  a  particular  mem- 
ber, will  assuredly,  and  perhaps  on  the  morrow,  de- 
mand  the  passage  of  a  law  to  promote  his  private  in- 
terest at  the  expense  of  others.  Nor  will  it  be  long 
before  he  uses  the  same  means  in  a  court  of  justice, 
to  escape  punishment  or  cheat  his  neighbor.  Then 
the  difference  between  guilt  and  innocence,  the  value 
of  title  deeds,  and  the  sacredness  of  all  rights,  will 
be  only  nominal.  Might  will  be  right,  and  the  minor- 
ity and  the  timid,  slaves. 

The  evil  effects  of  the  late  disorder  will,  I  fear,  be 
immediately  felt  in  the  pecuniary  credit  of  the  com- 
monwealth, unless  you,  her  representatives,  act 
promptly  and  efificiently.  Well  may  capitalists  and 
creditors  doubt  the  faith  of  a  community  to  them, 
when  that  community  is  faithless  to  its  own  dearest 
rights.  It  therefore  becomes  your  imperative  duty, 
gentlemen,  not  only  to  your  posterity  and  majesty  of 
the  laws,  but  to  yourselves  and  your  own  immediate 
interests,  to  say  to  the  world  that  similar  outrages 
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shall  not  again  take  place,  and  that  what  has  hap- 
pened is  the  work  of  only  a  few  desperate  men,  and  not 
of  the  people  of  this  great  State. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  accomplished  by  the  en- 
actment of  severe  laws  against  all  riotous  or  violent 
proceedings  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  and  by  compelling'^the  county 
or  counties  whose  citizens  shall  be  originators  or  ring- 
leaders of  such  proceedings,  to  pay  all  the  loss  caused 
by  them,  and  expense  incurred  in  their  suppression. 

It  will  also  be  proper  to  revise  the  acts  of  Assembly 
relative  to  election  returns,  and  to  render  the  mode  of 
making  them  so  plain  that  no  one  can  misunderstand 
or  evade  them.  In  their  existing  shape,  there  is  some 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  true  intent  of  the  Legis- 
lature. In  the  present  case,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  the  duties  of  the  proper  executive  of- 
ficer, with  regard  to  the  disputed  returns,  was  legally 
and  faithfully  performed.  But  the  subject  is  one  of 
such  vital  importance,  that  the  law  should  be  ren- 
dered perfectly  plain,  and  every  shadow  of  doubt  re- 
moved. I 

I  am  clear  in  the  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  the  late 
difficulties  arose  from  the  return  judges  assuming  pow- 
ers never  intended  to  be  delegated  to  them.  They  are 
merely  ministerial  officers.  Their  duty  is  only  cler- 
ical, and  consists  exclusively  in  adding  up  and  declar- 
ing the  whole  vote  polled  for  each  candidate  within 
their  district,  and  making  return  thereof  to  the  proper 
officer.  The  law  gives  them  no  power  to  reject  or  ex- 
clude the  vote  of  a  district,  or  part  of  a  district.  It 
is  from  the  unauthorized  assumption  of  such  danger- 
ous power,  that  the  whole  of  the  recent  disturbances 
proceeded.  I  w^ould,  therefore,  recommend  the  in- 
fliction, hereafter,  of  the  most  severe  penalties,  on 
similar  usurpations. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  message 
as  it  was  prepared  to  be  transmitted  on  the  4th  inst. 
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Many  subjects  of  great  interest  will  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session. 

The  radical  alterations  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  Constitution,  impose  duties  that  will  necessarily 
claim  your  first  attention.  The  people  have  willed 
the  change,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  representatives  to 
carry  out  and  perfect  its  details. 

Of  prominent  moment  among  the  new  features  in 
our  organic  law,  is  that  which  relates  to  the  right  of 
suffrage.  It  consists  in — a  residence  of  one  instead 
of  two  years  within  the  State;  of  ten  days  actual  resi- 
dence within  the  district  in  which  the  elector  offers  to 
vote,  (which  was  not  required  formerly),  and  of  the 
payment,  within  two  years,  of  a  tax  actually  assessed 
on  the  voter  at  least  ten  davs  before  the  election. 
There  are  also  other  changes,  chiefly  declaratory  of 
passages  in  the  old  Constitution,  which  were  not 
clearly  expressed  in  that  instrument,  and  which  do 
not  require  recapitulation. 

For  years,  much  abuse  and  evasion  of  the  consti- 
tutional provisions,  and  of  the  laws  relative  to  voting, 
have  been  supposed,  by  many  citizens,  to  exist.  The 
present  occasion  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  guard, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  this  inestimable  right  from 
violation.  Another  reason  now  demands  more  strict 
and  specific  legislation.  The  number  of  officers  to  be 
directly  chosen  by  the  people,  will  give  to  the  elections 
more  of  interest,  and  to  each  individual  vote  more  of 
present  and  local  value  than  they  formerly  possessed, 
and  will  consequently  subject  the  power  of  the  indi- 
vidual voter,  which  has  now,  in  a  great  measure,  be- 
come the  direct  appointing  power,  to  greater  danger 
from  fraud  and  malpractice  than  heretofore,  when  its 
influence  was  more  remote. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  the  first  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  form  such  a  code  of  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  elections,  as  will  cause  their  results  to 
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be  known  and  respected  as  the  honestly  expressed  will 
of  the  majority,  and  also  to  place  around  them  such 
guards  as  shall  completely  preserve  peace  and  order 
during  their  progresis. 

Both  these  desirable  objects  may  be  accomplished  by 
defining  and  establishing,  beyond  cavil  or  evasion,  the 
evidence  of  the  qualifications  required  by  the  consti- 
tution, to  be  possessed  by  every  elector,  and  by  en- 
suring the  punishment  of  all  violations  of  the  peace 
at  elections. 

Two  qualifications  in  addition  to  citizenship  (which 
is  as  heretofore),  entitle  to  a  vote.  First,  residence; 
second  the  payment  of  a  state  or  county  tax.  The 
constitutional  provisions  with  regard  to  neither  can 
be  changed  nor  affected  by  the  legislature;  but  the 
mode  of  establishing  the  fact  that  these  qualifications 
are  really  possessed,  in  other  words,  the  evidence, 
can. 

I  would  propose  then,  that  general  residence  in  the 
state  for  and  during  one  year  next  before  the  day  of 
election,  may  be  proved,  as  heretofore,  by  the  oath  of 
the  party  offering  to  vote,  if  there  be  any  doubt  on 
the  subject.  This  mode  must  necessarily  be  relied 
on,  or  the  voter  be  perhaps  deprived  of  his  right,  for 
in  many  cases  he  might  not  be  able  to  offer  any  other 
proof:  But  that  the  particular  residence  for  ten  days, 
if  doubted  by  any  qualified  citizen  of  the  district,  shall 
be  established  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  a  resi- 
dent taxable  citizen  of  the  district,  who  shall  have  al- 
ready voted  at  that  election,  and  not  by  the  oath,  or 
affirmation,  of  the  party  himself;  and  that  the  party 
himself  shall  be  obliged  to  swear  or  affirm,  if  required, 
that  his  bona  fide  residence,  in  pursuance  of  his  law- 
ful calling,  isi  in  the  particular  district, — that  he,  at 
the  time  of  voting,  has  no  other  residence  or  home, — 
and  that  he  did  not  remove  into  it  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  vote  therein. — There  could  be  no  hard- 
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ship  in  such  provisions,  nor  could  they  deprive  any 
of  their  just  rights,  inasmuch  as  no  one  could  possibly 
reside  during  ten  days  in  one  district  without  such 
fact  being  known  to  at  least  one  of  its  resident  citi- 
zens. Neither  would  it  be  oppression  to  require  dis- 
interested proof  of  actual  residence,  in  the  mode  pro- 
posed, because  it  would  only  be  demanding  the  best 
proof  the  nature  of  the  question  admits  of,  which  is 
done  in  every  other  case. 

Equally  strict  proof  of  the  assessment  and  payment 
of  taxes  should  be  exacted  in  all  instances. 

In  case  of  persons  claiming  to  vote  on  tax  assessed 
and  paid  within  the  district  for  the  current  year,  the 
assessor's  corrected  list,  or  a  certified  copy  of  it,  should 
be  the  only  evidence  of  assessment.  But  to  prevent 
all  altering  of,  or  tampering  with  assessor's  lists,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  list  in  each  township  should  be 
published  by  being  put  up  and  exposed  at  the  house 
at  which  the  election  is  held,  nine  days  previous  to  the 
day  of  election.  This  would  both  enable  each  person 
constitutionally  entitled  to  a  vote,  to  have  himself 
addressed  on  the  day  before  the  list  is  completed,  and 
would  also  present  an  opportunity  to  the  whole  dis- 
trict of  examining  the  lists  of  proposed  voters  and  of 
taking  means  to  prevent  imposition. 

And  in  cases  of  a  right  to  vote  claimed  on  an  assess- 
ment for  a  former  year,  within  two  years  next  preced- 
ing the  election,  and  within  the  district,  no  other  proof 
should  be  admitted  than  the  assessor's  list  of  the 
proper  year,  or  the  published  copy  of  it  just  described, 
which  might  be  preserved  for  such  use  from  year  to 
year,  by  being  taken  down  at  the  end  of  the  election 
by  the  inspector,  and  sealed  up  in  one  of  the  ballot 
boxes  by  the  judges,  with  a  certificate  to  that  effect 
endorsed  on  it  by  the  inspector. — The  correctness  of 
such  a  document  could  not  be  questioned. 

29— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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To  guard  against  illegal  voting  by  persons  assessed 
and  having  paid  tax  out  of  the  District,  they  should 
be  required  to  give  their  names  to  the  assessor,  to 
be  by  him  put  up,  at  least  nine  days  previous  to  the 
election,  at  the  election  house,  appended  to  the  list  of 
assessed  taxables  before  described,  that  all  persons 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  names  of 
those  who  intend  to  vote;  and  an  original  receipt  for 
the  tax,  from  the  proper  Collector  of  the  district  in 
which  it  was  paid,  should  be  produced  at  the  time  of 
voting.  The  hand  writing  of  the  Collector  should  also 
be  proved,  by  some  disinterested  person,  before  a 
known  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman,  and  a  minute 
of  such  proof  endorsed  on  the  receipt. 

If  to  these  restructions  with  regard  to  tax  receipts, 
which  have  been  the  ready  means  of  much  fraud,  were 
added  one  that  no  receipt  whatever  shall  be  competent 
to  prove  payment  of  tax,  unless  it  express  on  the  face 
of  it  the  year  for  which  it  was  assessed,  and  that  no 
tax  assessed  more  than  two  years  previous  to,  though 
actually  paid  within  two  years  of  the  election,  shall 
entitle  to  a  vote,  there  would  be  little  room  for  evasion 
or  violation  of  the  Constitution,  I  deem  this  latter 
provision  proper,  as  well  as  necessary,  because  I  sup- 
pose it  to  be  the  intent  of  the  Constitution,  that  the 
tax  must  not  only  have  been  paid  but  assessed  within 
the  time  named,  and  that  during  that  period  the  voter 
must  have  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  he  lives.  Assessment  and  payment 
of  tax  being  both  required,  it  is  fairly  presumable  that 
they  were  intended  to  occur,  not  only  in,  but  for  the 
period,  or  at  least  part  of  the  period,  designated  by 
the  Constitution. 

To  preserve  order  at  elections,  I  would  recommend 
that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  constable  of  each  ward, 
borough  or  township  within  which  any  election  is 
held  to  lodge  information  before  some  justice  of  the 


Joseph  Ritner.  451 

peace  or  alderman  thereof,  of  the  names  of  persons  en- 
gag-ed  in  any  assault,  battery,  intimidation,  riot,  or 
other  breach  of  the  peace,  at  and  during  the  day  of 
such  election,  and  to  return  as  witnesses,  on  the  part 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  names  of  such  persons  as 
were  assaulted,  beaten,  intimidated  or  otherwise  in- 
jured, or  of  such  other  persons  as  were  cognisant  of 
the  facts,  who,  with  the  parties  accused,  shall  be  bound 
over  to  appear  at  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions, 
or  Mayor's  court,  as  the  case  may  be:  that  any  con- 
stable neglecting  or  refusing  for  24  hours  to  lodge 
such  information,  on  being  required  so  to  do  by  the 
party  injured,  or  by  any  three  qualified  voters  of  the 
district,  shall,  upon  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  or  alderman,  and  proof  of  such  requisition  and 
neglect,  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars;  that  the 
party  or  parties  found  guilty  by  the  proper  court  of 
such  assault,  battery,  intimidation,  riot  or  other  breach 
of  the  peace,  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  the  costs  of 
prosecution,  and  be  confined  in  the  proper  county  gaol, 
not  less  than  six  calendar  months;  and  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  proper  court  before  whom  each  con- 
stable makes  his  quarterly  return,  to  examine  him  ex- 
pressly whether  the  elections  held  in  his  district  were 
peaceably  conducted,  and  if  he  report,  or  if  it  be  other- 
wise proved,  that  they  were  not,  and  that  he  failed 
to  institute  the  requisite  proceeding,  then  to  inflict 
the  foregoing  fine  on  the  constable. 

And  to  secure,  as  much  as  possible,  the  purity  of 
elections,  T  would  strongly  recommend  the  passage  of 
a  more  effectual  law  against  betting  on  elections,  which 
practice  forms  the  very  worst  and  most  pernicious 
species  of  gambling.  Betting  and  gaming  of  other 
kinds  only  injure  the  parties  themselves,  but  this  in- 
flicts a  wound  on  the  rights  of  all,  and  destroys  that 
confidence  which  every  citizen  should  feel  in  <the  de- 
cisions of  the  ballot-box.     I  would  therefore  urge  that, 
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whenever  thereto  required  bj  any  voter  of  the  district, 
or  whenever  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  the  inspector 
of  each  election  shall  cause  any  person  offering  to 
vote,  to  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation  whether  he  is  or 
is  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested,  either  as  prin^ 
cipal,  partner  or  stakeholder,  in  any  bet  on  the  re- 
sult of  any  election  to  be  held  on  that  day;  and  if  he 
admit  that  he  is,  or  if  he  decline  to  answer,  then  to  re- 
fuse  such  person  his  vote,  and  to  cause  the  clerks  of  the 
election  to  make  a  minute  thereof  on  the  list  of  voters. 

These  provisions,  together  with  one  more  effectu- 
ally to  prevent  the  highly  improper  and  corrupting  in- 
terference in  our  State  elections  of  Federal  Q^overn- 
ment  office  holders,  it  is  believed  would  effectually 
check  the  spirit  of  fraud,  disorder  and  betting  which 
isi  rapidly  compelling  all  good  men  to  doubt  the  fair- 
ness of  their  results,  and  to  fear  for  the  permanency  of 
a  government  dependant  on  them.  We  owe  it  to  our- 
selves now,  while  reform  and  correction  are  within 
our  power,  to  apply  them.  We  owe  it  to  the  cause  of 
virtue  and  republicanism — we  owe  it  to  our  poster- 
ity. I  accordingly  again  earnestly  urge  upon  the  leg- 
islature the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  provisions,  or 
of  others  calculated  to  produce  the  same  effects. 

Beside  making  provision  that  elections  shall  be  con- 
stitutionally, fairly  and  peaceably  held,  it  will  also  be 
your  duty  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  election  and  re- 
turn of  the  additional  number  of  officers  to  be  chosen 
directly  by  the  people  under  the  new  Constitution. 
These  include  all  county  officers,  with  justices  of  the 
peace  and  aldermen. 

With  respect  to  county  officers,  it  will  also  be  for 
you  to  declare  how  many  persons  shall  hold  them, 
and  how  many  officers  may  be  held  by  the  same  per- 
son in  the  different  counties.  It  will  also  be  your 
duty  to  classify  the  associate  judges  of  the  State,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
schedule.  i 
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On  examining  the  amended  Constitution,  it  appears 
that  the  people  have  designated  the  offices  which 
they  desire  to  fill  by  direct  election;  they  have  also 
specified  those  that  are  to  be  filled  by  Execu- 
tive appointment  or  nomination.  But  there  are  others 
for  which  no  positive  provision  is  made — the  mode  of 
filling  which  is  to  be  determined  by  the  legislature. 
These  are — auditor  general,  surveyor  general,  secre- 
tary of  the  land  office,  attorney  general,  superinten- 
dent of  common  schools,  canal  commissioners,  ap- 
praisers of  damages,  adjutant  general,  notaries  pub- 
lic and  inspectors  of  flour,  spirits,  tobacco  and  other 
articles.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  these  officers  were 
neither  intended  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  nor  ap- 
pointed by  the  Executive,  or  it  would  have  been  so 
expressed;  and  that  they  were  to  be  left  within  the 
power  of  the  legislature.  It  will  therefore  be  incum- 
bent on  you  to  make  provision  for  the  mode  and  time 
of  their  appointment. 

The  business  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
as  superintendent  of  common  schools,  has  so  much 
increased  within  the  past  three  years  as  seriously  to 
embarrass  that  officer.  I  would,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  separation  of  the  two  offices,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  department  of  education.  This  can  be 
done  without  increasing  the  number  of  officers,  for 
those  of  surveyor  general  and  secretary  of  the  land 
office  can,  with  great  ease,  be  filled  by  the  same  per- 
son, and  may  be  consolidated  into  a  general  Land  Of- 
fice Department. 

The  condition  of  the  means  provided  by  the  State 
for  general  education  is  so  flourishing,  that  little  is 
required  to  be  done  by  the  present  legislature.  With- 
in three  years  the  permanent  State  appropriation  to 
this  object  has  been  increased  from  |75,000  annually 
to  1400,000;  for  the  latter  sum  will  be  required  next 
year  to  meet  the  increase  of  taxable  citizens  from 
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308,919  to  350,000,  wliicli  will  probably  be  tlie  num- 
ber returned  (though  probably  not  more  than  |300,000 
will  be  actually  called  for),  and  to  pay  the  annuities  to 
colleges,  academies  and  female  seminaries,  which  will 
not  be  less  than  |50,000.  ^N'or  will  this  large  outlay 
have  been  without  its  fruits.  Instead  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  common  schools  in  operation  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1835,  and  about  seventeen  acad- 
emies (the  latter  in  a  state  of  almost  doubtful  exist- 
ence), with  no  female  seminaries  fostered  by  the  State, 
she  has  now  five  thousand  common  schools,  thirty- 
eight  academies  and  seven  female  seminaries  in  active 
and  permanent  operation,  disseminating  the  princi- 
ples of  literature,  science  and  virtue  over  the  land.  In 
addition  to  these,  there  are  many  schools,  academies 
and  female  seminaries  of  a  private  character,  equally 
useful  and  deserving  in  their  proper  sphere. 

Of  the  one  thousand  and  twenty-seven  townships, 
wards  and  boroughs  now  in  the  State,  each  intended 
to  form  a  common  school  district,  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five  have  accepted  the  common  school  system 
and  have  it  in  operation,  and  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  have  received  their  portions  of  the  State  appro- 
priation- for  the  present  school  year,  commencing  on 
the  first  'Monday  of  June  last.  The  number  of  accept- 
ing districts  goes  on  steadily  increasing,  and  the  use- 
fulness and  economy  of  the  system,  where  fairly  tested, 
are  becoming  every  day  more  apparent. 

'All  that  now  seems  requisite  to  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  the  sytem  is,  that  some  immediate  and  eflScient 
means  be  adopted  for  the  preparation  of  common 
school  teachers.  This  subject  was  fully  explained  in 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  superintendent,  and  will 
be  again  embraced  in  a  revised  draft  of  the  whole 
school  law  which  that  officer  will  shortly  lay  before 
you.  Permit  me  to  bespeak  for  it  your  favorable 
consideration,  and  to  hope  that  this  last  want  of  the 
system  may  be  supplied. 


Joseph  Ritner.  455 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  power  of  school 
directors  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  be  curtailed. 
When  they  were  by  law  authorized  to  assess  a  school 
tax  equal  to  thrice  the  amount  of  state  appropriation 
coming  to  the  district  for  the  year,  the  whole  amount 
of  appropriation  was  only  half  what  it  now  is.  Per- 
haps absolute  power  of  taxation  in  directors  to  that 
amount  was  then  necessary;  but  it  is  not  at  present. 
I  would  therefore  recommend  that  directors  shall  not 
hereafter,  in  any  case,  impose  more  tax  on  their  dis- 
trict than  a  sum  equal  to  its  portion  of  state  apj)ro- 
priation,  unless  by  consent  of  the  people,  in  the  same 
manner  as  additional  school  tax  isf  now  authorized, 
viz: — by  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens. 

The  public  works  of  the  state  will  require  your  im- 
mediate  and  careful  attention.  . 

The  canals  and  rail-roads  in  operation,  yielded,  un- 
der the  most  disadvantageous  circumstances,  an  in- 
creased revenue  during  the  fiscal  year  just  closed. 
The  amount  of  tolls  was  |991,252.42.  This  income 
is  a  most  decisive  proof  that  her  claims  of  improve- 
ment are  on  the  eve  of  amply  remunerating  the  state 
for  their  vast  cost.  The  amount  of  tolls  for  the  year 
would,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  beyond  a  doubt 
have  been  a  million  and  half  of  dollars.  This  will  be 
credited  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  fully  one  half 
of  the  regular  trade  of  the  main  line  was  lost  to  the 
state  during  two-thirds  of  the  navigable  season,  in 
consequence  of  the  breach  on  the  Juniata,  and  that, 
to  retain  the  balance,  the  Canal  Commissioners  found 
it  necessary  to  take  the  toll  off  ninety  miles  of  the 
most  profitable  part  of  the  remainder,  viz: — between 
Huntingdon  and  Duncan's  Island,  to  which,  if  the  dis- 
tance from  Huntingdon  to  Hollldaysburg  be  added,  the 
distance  thus  unavoidably  rendered  wholly  unprofit- 
able was  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  miles.  Still 
the  works  yielded,  and  it  is  a  triumphant  proof  of  their 
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value  and  productiveness,  little  short  of  a  million  dol- 
lars within  the  fiscal  year.  The  income  from  them  the 
present  year  may,  in  a  view  of  these  facts,  with  per- 
fect safety,  be  estimated  at  one  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars^  with  a  favorable  season. 

The  completed  canals  and  rail  roads,  except  part  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  Juniata  division,  have  been 
kept  in  the  best  state  of  repair,  and  have  been  almost 
uninterruptedly  in  use  during  the  year.  The  Colum- 
bia and  Philadelphia  rail  road  paid  |210,393.91J  in 
addition  to  maintaining  the  motive  power  and  defray- 
ing the  cost  of  repairing  the  road  and  supervision,  or 
a  sum  about  equal  to  seven  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
cost  of  construction  and  of  locomotive  engines. 

By  an  unavoidable  accident,  the  wooden  bridge  over 
Valley  creek,  on  the  last  named  improvement,  was 
burned  in  March.  With  unparalleled  despatch,  a  tem- 
porary bridge  was  completed  in  its  place  in  nineteen 
days,  and  in  the  meantime  nearly  all  obstruction  to  the 
trade  was  obviated  by  wagons  employed  by  the  State 
agents.  A  beautiful  and  permanent  bridge  without 
roof  or  cover  over  the  road  way,  and  with  double  track, 
is  now  completed  and  in  use.  It  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment to  the  road.  The  cost  exceeds  by  $2,218,134  the 
original  estimate  by  the  engineer,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  temporary  structure  was  more  expensive  than 
was  at  first  anticipated;  an  appropriation  of  that 
amount  will  accordingly  be  required  to  enable  the 
proper  officer  to  pay  the  final  estimate  and  close  the 
account. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  the  roofs 
of  most  of  the  larger  bridges  on  this  road  could  not 
be  dispensed  with,  and  a  double  track  laid  on  each, 
at  small  cost  to  the  state.  It  would,  beyond  a  doubt, 
form  a  great  improvement,  by  wholly  removing  all 
danger  from  collision  of  trains,  and  decreasing  very 
greatly  the  risk  of  total  loss  of  the  bridges  by  fire.     It 
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is  believed  that  the  present  structures,  with  some  ad- 
ditional timbers  and  slight  alterations,  could  be  made 
to  answer  this  purpose  by  being  lowered  below  the 
level  of  the  roadway. 

Experience  on  this  road  for  the  past  two  years,  has 
completely  removed  all  doubt  as  to  the  use  and  man- 
agement of  steam  as  a  motive  power,  by  the  state 
agents.  The  year  just  closed,  exhibits  a  balance  in 
the  motive  power  fund  of  the  road,  of  |30,231 .  80,  after 
defraying  all  claims  of  the  year  upon  it.  A  nearly 
similar  state  of  things  exists  on  the  Allegheny  Port- 
age rail  road.  The  motive  power  toll  paid  all  claims 
upon  it,  with  the  exception  of  about  |1,000,  though  sub- 
jected to  much  expense  that  will  not  hereafter  arise, 
caused  by  the  increased  number  of  locomotives  used 
during  the  year,  which  of  course  made  many  prepara- 
tory arrangements  necessary  that  will  not  be  again 
required,  and  which  were  calculated  for  an  amount  of 
business  that  was  not  realized. 

Another  most  valuable  result  of  the  experience  of 
the  year  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  road, 
is  the  complete  success  of  the  trials  to  use  anthracite 
coal  as  a  fuel  for  the  generating  steam  in  the  locomo- 
tive engines.  The  invention  of  Mr.  Brant,  the  master 
machinist  at  Parkersburg,  has  completely  effected  this 
desideratum.  Thus,  by  the  use  of  one  of  our  chief 
staple  commodities,  the  state  will  save  a  large  amount 
yearly — will  add  to  the  certainty  and  despatch  of 
the  use  of  her  roads — and,  what  is  a  no  less  valuable 
achievement,  will  decrease  very  largely  the  danger 
from  fire  to  the  property  of  the  citizens,  resident  along 
the  lines. 

During  the  year,  the  new  bridge  at  Duncan's  Island 
has  been  completed.  It  cost  |92,567.81,  was  passable 
for  wagons  in  less  than  seven  months  from  the  day 
when  the  first  stone  of  the  piers  was  laid,  and  has  been 
used  as  a  towing  path  bridge  the  whole  season.    It  is 
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now  cue  of  the  most  beautiful  and  solid  structures  in 
the  state,  and  promises  to  be  permanent. 

The  dam  at  the  same  point  has  also  been  most  sub- 
stantially and  etl'ectually  repaired.*  The  old  defective 
structure  was  a  continual  cause  of  expense  to  the  state, 
and  of  loss  and  vexation  to  passengers  and  transport- 
ers. It  was  so  open  as  to  permit  nearly  all  the  water 
of  the  river  to  pass  through  when  the  stream  was 
low.  It  is  now  solid  and  nearly  water  tight.  During 
the  almost  unprecedented  drought  which  prevailed 
over  the  state  from  July  till  November,  no  difficulty 
whatever  was  experienced  in  the  levels  of  canal  de- 
pendent on  it  for  supply.  This  was  owing  to  the  ju- 
dicious measure  adopted  by  the  engineers  and  con- 
tractors in  raising,  early  in  the  season,  a  coffer-dam 
across  the  whole  stream,  which  answered  the  double 
end  of  keeping  the  water  off  the  workmen  engaged  in 
making  the  repairs,  and  of  throwing  an  ample  supply 
into  the  canal. 

Owing  to  these  and  other  improvements  at  Duncan's 
Island,  that  point,  which  has  been  such  a  cause  of 
vexation,  expense  and  delay  in  the  use  of  the  main 
line  ever  since  its  first  completion,  promise^i  hei'eafter 
to  cause  no  embarrassment  whatever. 

Other  rex^airs  and  improvements,  in  different  parts 
of  the  state,  were  required  and  have  been  made  on  the 
public  works,  as  will  be  explained  by  the  report  of  the 
canal  commissioners;  but  the  main  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced on  the  Upper  sections  of  the  Juniata  Division. 

It  is  needless  to  dwell  at  large  on,  or  describe  the 
devastation  which  occurred  on  the  19th  of  June,  be- 
tween Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburg.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  Allegheny  torrents  rose  in  their  might 
and  nearly  obliterated  in  the  short  space  of  ten  hours, 
forty  miles  of  as  solid  improvement  as  was  in  the  com- 
monwealth. Dams,  aqueducts,  culverts,  locks,  banks, 
and  in  many  Instances,  the  very  bottom  of  the  canal 
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itself,  were  swept  away,  and  the  whole  left  iu  a  state 
requiring  nearly  as  much  labor  and  expense  to  render 
it  navigable  as  on  the  day  when  the  first  location  was 
made. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  first  duty  of  the 
public  agents  was  to  take  measures  that  the  business 
of  transporters  and  others,  who  relied  on  the  state 
works  as  a  medium  of  transportation,  should  suffer 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  Accordingly,  the  toll  was 
taken  off  freight  on  ninety  milesi  of  the  canal  between 
Huntingdon  and  Duncan's  Island,  and  subsequently  off 
passengers,  to  enable  the  companies  to  meet  the  un- 
expected and  heavy  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
staging  and  wagoning  across  the  breach  in  the  line. 

The  canal  commissioners  were  happily  on  the  spot 
when  the  misfortune  occurred.  They  at  once  dis- 
patched the  engineer  of  the  line  to  survey  the  injury 
and  estimate  the  sum  and  time  requisite  to  make 
the  repair.  He  reported  that  the  work  would  occupy 
at  least  four  months,  and  cost  |400,000. 

When  this  intelligence  was  received  at  Harrisburg, 
it  became  at  once  necessary  to  decide  the  question 
whether  the  legislature  should  be  convened  to  provide 
for  this  sudden  calamity,  or  whether  the  executive 
should  endeavor  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  and  have 
the  repairs  made  without  the  delay  or  expense  of  an 
extra  session.  The  latter  expedient  seemed  the  more 
prudent  and  economical  one  under  the  circumstances, 
but  before  a  final  decision  was  made  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  offering  to  the  executive,  on  the 
faith  that  the  legislature  would  ratify  the  transaction, 
the  loan  of  any  sum  that  might  be  required.  The  pa- 
triotic oft'er  w^as  at  once  gladly  accepted,  and  relieved 
me  of  much  anxiety.  The  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject accompanies  this  message  and  will  exhibit  the 
terms  of  the  loan. 
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The  work  has  since  advanced  with  all  the  despatch 
that  it  would  admit  of;  and  the  accounts  and  vouch- 
ers of  the  disbursing  agents,  who  gave  ample  security 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  have  been 
duly  deposited  and  examined  in  the  Auditor  General's 
office.  The  water  was  let  into  the  whole  distance  on 
the  20th  ult.,  and  though  little  benefit  was  derived 
from  it  during  the  navigable  season  just  closed,  yet  it 
will  be  of  vast  importance  to  the  state  to  have  the  line 
in  perfect  readiness  to  accommodate  the  business  of 
next  spring,  which  could  not  have  been  the  case  if  the 
repairing  of  the  breach  had  been  delayed  by  calling 
an  extra  session  of  the  legislature. 

The  whole  work  will  cost  when  completed,  $380,000, 
of  which  1330,000  have  been  received  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
150,000  from  the  Harrisburg  Bank,  at  five  per  cent. 
The  balance  remains  to  be  provided  for  by  the  legisla- 
ture. The  sum  received  from  the  Harrisburg  Bank 
was  borrowed  on  the  private  credit  of  the  Executive, 
Canal  Commissioners,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Auditor  General,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  Sur- 
veyor General,  and  two  public  spirited,  though  pri- 
vate individuals,  (Thomas  Elder  and  Jacob  M.  Halde- 
man,  of  Harrisburg),  on  the  30th  of  June,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  the  repairs,  till  such  time  as  the 
mode  of  obtaining  the  whole  sum  requisite,  and  of 
carrying  on  the  work,  could  be  arranged,  which  was 
shortly  afterwards  satisfactorily  accomplished  by  the 
liberal  offer  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  be- 
fore explained. 

It  now  becomes  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  redeem 
the  faith  of  the  State  as  pledged  by  the  Executive, 
under  circumstances  that  admitted  of  no  other  course, 
without  great  and  manifest  detriment  to  the  public  in- 
terest. I  feel  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  this 
will  be  done,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  entered  on  without 
delay. 
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The  disagreeable  dilemma  in  which  I  felt  myself 
placed,  when  the  calamity  occurred,  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  a  standing  legislative  provi- 
sion to  meet  similar  cases.  The  one  that  has  appeared 
safest,  and  yet  most  effectual,  is  to  confer  on  the  Gov- 
ernor, Speakers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresent- 
atives,  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer  the  power, 
whenever  an  unexpected  breach,  or  other  injury  of 
the  public  works  shall  occur,  requiring  more  than 
$50,000  to  repair  it,  to  negociate  a  loan  on  the  faith 
of  the  State  for  the  requisite  amount,  or  to  take  it 
from  some  specific  appropriation  made  by  the  pre- 
ceding legislature,  but  not  instantly  requiring  the 
money. 

The  decision  of  a  board  of  this  kind,  would  be  as 
safe  as  that  of  any  other  body  that  could  be  con- 
vened, except  the  Representatives  of  the  people  them- 
selves, a  majority  of  it  being  elected  by  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  whole  consisting  of  public  servants,  fully 
amenable  for  their  conduct.  Such  a  provision  is  ac- 
cordingly recommended. 

If  this  mode  or  some  other  calculated  to  accomplish 
the  same  end  be  adopted,  the  ordinary  repair  fund 
for  any  year,  need  not  be  greater  than  the  finished 
lines  will  actually  require,  which  may  at  all  times 
be  ascertained  in  advance,  with  great  precision. 

The  progress  of  the  new  works  during  the  year  has 
been  steady  and  satisfactory.  The  additional  dis- 
tance authorized  by  your  predecessors  to  be  put  under 
contract  on  the  Erie  extension  of  the  main  line,  the 
North  and  West  branches  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
Gettysburg  rail  road,  were  let  early  and  at  reason- 
able prices.  Further  appropriations  to  each  of  these 
improvements  are  required. 

The  Wiconisco  and  Kittanning  extensions,  author- 
ized by  the  improvement  bill  of  the  same  session,  were 
also  put  under  contract,  and  the  small  appropriation 
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made  to  the  former  has*  been  expended.  They  are 
both  works  which,  if  they  were  yet  to  be  commenced, 
should  neither  be  undertaken  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Treasury,  nor  in  view  of  the  stronger 
claims  of  other  works  long  since  begun,  but  yet  un- 
finished. But  they  are  now,  by  the  deliberate  voice 
of  your  predecessors,  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the 
system,  and  should  be  carried  on  as  rapidly  as  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  and  prior  claims  will  justify.  The 
former  particularly,  being  a  light  work  and  holding 
out  a  certain  promise  of  ample  remuneration  in  the 
way  of  toll,  the  instant  it  is  made  to  connect  with  the 
rich  Lykens  Valley  coal  region,  by  means  of  the  Ly- 
kens  Valley  rail  road,  has  strong  claims  to  favorable 
consideration. 

The  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  will  exhibii 
in  detail  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  whole  svs- 
tem  of  public  works,  both  completed  and  in  progress. 
To  that  document  vou  are  referred  for  full  informa- 
tion  on  both  subjects. 

In  connexion  with  her  improvements,  which  form 
the  chief  demand  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  situation  of  her  finances  is  to  be  taken 
into  view. 

The  appropriations  of  last  session  were  made  with 
great  profusion.  They  exceeded  by  nearly  one  million 
of  dollars,  the  amount  which  a  prudent  foresight 
seemed  to  me  to  justify.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  session  a  full  expose  of  the  means  of  the  state 
and  the  most  pressing  claims  upon  the  treasury,  was 
exhibited.  During  the  course  of  the  session  an  ad- 
herence to  moderation  in  expenditure,  was  attempted 
to  be  enforced  by  every  means  within  the  power  of  the 
Executive,  on  every  proper  occasion,  but  without  suc- 
cess. And  finally,  the  unpleasant  alternative  was  pre- 
sented, as  had  been  foreseen,  of  sanctioning  appro- 
priations, of  which,  in  the  existing  condition  of  the 
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public  finances,  he  could  not  approve,  or  of  wholly  ob- 
structing the  use  of  the  completed  works,  by  defeat- 
ing a  bill  containing  the  indispensable  provision  for 
repairs.  Under  these  circumstances  that  bill  was 
sanctioned ;  but  no  act  of  my  public  life  was  ever  per- 
formed with  greater  reluctance. 

The  only  check  left  was  to  decline  subscribing  to 
the  stock  of  the  companies  that  were  participant  of 
the  favors  of  the  law,  till  it  should  be  ascertained  that 
the  money  could  be  had  on  loan  at  the  rate  of  interest 
which  was  believed  not  only  to  be  reasonable,  but 
which  the  course  of  legislation  for  the  last  two  years 
had  established  as  that  to  be  given  for  future  loans. 
This  decision  of  the  Executive  produced  a  very  trifling 
excitement  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  companies, 
which,  however,  soon  of  itself  subsided.  The  money 
was  subsequently  obtained  at  four  per  cent,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  purposes  designated  by  the  legislature. 
The  loan  in  question  (|600,()00),  was  taken  by  the  fol- 
lowing institutions  in  the  following  proportions,  and 
has  all  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  viz: 

The  Girard  Bank,   |100,000 

Philadelphia  Loan  Company, 100,000 

West  Branch  Bank  at  Williamsport,  50,000 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,   ...      *        50,000 

Bank  of  North  America,    35,000 

Bank  of  Northern  Liberties,   15,000 

iManufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  25,000 

Schuylkill  Bank,   40,000 

Commercial  Bank,    35,000 

Kensington   Bank,    15,000 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,    100,000 

Bank  of  Penn  Township, 10,000 

Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  ....  7,500 

Mechanics'  Bank,   ,  17,500 

•      '       1600,000 
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Though  the  state  may  delay  repaying  these  loans 
till  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  time  when  they 
were  made,  which  wasi  at  different  periods  between  the 
18th  of  June  and  the  15th  of  October,  1838,  yet  it 
will  be  proper  that  the  money  shall  be  refunded  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  In  the  correspondence  with 
the  Banks,  on  the  subject,  they  were  given  to  expect 
that  re-payment  would  take  place  before  the  first  of 
February,  1839. 

The  temporary  loan  authorized  by  the  3d  section  of 
the  same  law,  having  become  necessary  for  the  con- 
tingent object  for  which  it  was  authorized,  was  also 
obtained  at  four  per  cent,  and  applied  by  the  canal 
commissioners  to  the  proper  works.  It  was  taken  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  That  institution  also 
agreed  to  permit  the  temporary  loan  alluded  to  in  the 
joint  resolution  adopted  on  the  16th  of  April,  1838,  to 
continue  another  year  unpaid  at  four  per  cent.  The 
former  of  these  will  fall  due  on  the  18th  of  October, 
and  the  latter  on  the  6th  of  June,  1839. 

By  these  loans,  the  only  controul  over  which,  al- 
lowed to  the  executive,  was  that  of  keeping  down  the 
rate  of  interest,  the  state  treasury,  in  spite  of  calcu- 
lations and  estimates  to  the  contrary,  has  continued 
and  still  does  continue  to  discharge  all  claims  against 
the  commonwealth. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  into  the  treasury  dur- 
ing the  year,  ending  with  31st  of  October  last,  includ- 
ing the  balance  from  1837,  was  |4,989,223 .  03,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  payments  for  all  purposes  was  |4,889,- 
863.73.     Showing  a  balance  that  day  of  |99,359.30. 

Among  the  disbursements  are  included  |157,622.89 
paid  as  expense  in  part  of  the  Convention  to  propose 
amendments  to  the  constitution.  During  the  preced- 
ing year  |71,939.67  had  been  paid,  on  the  same  ac- 
count and  it  is  supposed  that  a  balance  of  |50,000  is 
still  or  will  become  due,  so  that  the  whole  expense 
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of  the  Convention  and   its   incidents   will  be  $279,- 
362 .  50. 

The  probable  amount  of  income  from  all  sources 
during  the  present  year  will  be  |3,453,838,  viz: 

Canal  and  railroad  tolls,  |1,600,000 

Bank    of    United    States    for    common 

schools,     100,000 

Land  and  land  office  fees, 62,000 

Auction  duties  and  commissions,   90,000 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,   160,000 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,  115,000 

Dividend  on  turnpike,  bridge  and  navi- 
gation stock,   45,000 

Retailers'   licenses, 80,000 

Tavern  licenses,   50,000 

Collateral  inheritance  tax,   23,000 

Tax  on  writs,   25,000 

Tax  on  certain  officers, 8,000 

Tax  on  loan  companies,    4,000 

Hawkers'  and  tin  and  clock  pedlars'  li- 
censes,       6,000 

Fourth  instalment  surplus  revenue,  ....  955,838 
Balance  of  loan  per  third  section  of  act 

of  14th  April,  1838,   125,000 

Miscellaneous,     5,000 


• 


13,453,838 


The  probable  demands  on  the  treasury,  exclusive  of 
appropriations  to  be  made  during  the  present  session, 
and  of  loans  which  will  be  due  during  the  year,  will 
be  13,323,927.91,  viz: 
Balance   of   appropriations   for   internal 
improvement  purposes,  by  act  of  14th 
April,  1838,   $532,057  01 
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Balance   of  appropriation   to   turnpikes, 

state  roads  and  bridges,   95,670  90 

For  motive  power,   240,000  00 

Interest  on  State  debt,  salaries  of  collec- 
tors, lock  keepers,  &c.,  1,180,000  00 

Expenses  of  Government,   290,000  00 

Balance  of  expenses  of  Reform  Conven- 
tion,       50,000  00 

Militia  expenses,    25,000  00 

Pensions  and  gratuities, 50,000  00 

Education,     350,000  00 

House  of  Refuge,    5,000  00 

Penitentiaries,     21,200  00 

Geological  survey,  16,000  00 

Interest  on  treasury  loans,  99,000  00 

Cost  of  repairing  Juniata  canal,  380,000  00 

Interest  of  temporary  loans,   40,000  00 

Miscellaneous,     50,000  00 


$3,323,927  91 

This  will  leave  a  balance  at  large  during  the  year, 
of  only  1129,910.09,  which  would  have  been  $2,100,000; 
at  least  if  your  predecessors  had  not  been  so  liberal 
of  the  public  funds,  and  if  the  yield  of  the  public  works 
had  not  been  reduced  bv  the  breach  on  the  Juniata. 
But  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  past  profusion  or  misfor- 
tune.    The  future  is  now*  to  be  provided  for. 

It  will  be  your  first  duty,  in  reference  to  the  public 
works,  to  provide  the  necessary  repair  fund  for  the 
present  year.  The  immediate  appropriation  of  a  sum 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  is  strongly  recommended  as 
a  means  of  ensuring  their  continued  use,  and  conse- 
quently the  largest  return  from  them  during  the  next 
season. 

It  w  ill  be  for  the  Legislature  next  to  decide  whether 
the  works  now  in  progress  shall  receive  appropriations 
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for  the  present  year;  and  if  so,  from  what  source  the 
means  sh^U  be  derived;  and  also  to  provide  funds  to 
pay  the  loans  that  will  fall  due. 

I  once  thought  that  no  combination  of  circumstances 
would  cause  me  even  to  hesitate  in  advocating  the 
speediest  means  that  could  be  devised  for  the  comple- 
tion of  our  noble  system  of  improvement;  but  the 
experience  of  the  past  two  years  has,  I  confess,  shaken 
my  confidence  in  the  attainment  of  this  desirable  end, 
within  any  reaso»able  period.  I  have  beheld  the  trea- 
sury amply  supplied  with  means,  and  yet  the  session 
terminate  without  any  provision  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  works,  because  the  terms  dictated  by  compa- 
nies and  sectional  jealousies  could  not  be  complied 
with.  The  next  year  the  Executive  has  been  com- 
pelled, for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  repair  fund,  without 
which  even  the  portion  already  in  operation  would 
have  been  thrown  idle,  to  sanction  a  bill  pouring  al- 
most the  last  dollar  of  the  public  into  the  coffers  of 
the  private  companies  and  into  new  channels. 

Thus  has  it  come  to  pass,  that,  notwithstanding  a 
succession  of  circumstances  the  most  fortunate,  and 
of  receipts  the  most  ample  and  unexpected,  the  Com- 
monwealth is  left  without  means  to  continue  her  own 
works  and  redeem  her  own  faith.  Her  contractors, 
her  citizens,  and  the  public  generally,  are,  I  fear  about 
to  possess  good  cause  of  complaint  that  she  has  en- 
tered upon  undertakings  that  she  cannot  accomplish; 
or,  as  the  only  alternative,  the  means  to  complete  and 
render  productive  the  projects  of  private  speculation, 
which  have  already  proved  so  burthensome  to  the 
treasury  and  so  insatiable  in  their  demands,  must 
continue  to  be  granted  without  regard  to  conse- 
quences. 

If  I  could  believe  that  the  lesson,  thus  far,  would 
be  sufficient  to  produce  reformation,  I  could  even  com- 
pel myself  to  recommend  an  increase  of  the  State  debt, 
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to  meet  the  urgent  wants  which  are  now  around  us; 
but  I  cannot.  The  same  spirit  is  yet  at  work;  the 
same  tax  will  still  have  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  for 
permission  to  apply  even  her  borrowed  funds  to  her 
own  work.  All  I  can  do,  therefore,  is  to  commit  the 
matter  to  the  Legislature,  with  a  statement  of  the 
sums  that  are  required,  and  the  source  from  which 
they  may  be  obtained,  if  resort  to  it  be  thought  ad- 
visable. 

The  Erie  extension  will  not  exceed  |500,000.  A  sim- 
ilar sum  will  be  required  on  the  North  Branch  canal. 
1300,000  will  be  the  least  that  will  effectually  com- 
mence laying  the  rails  on  the  graded  portion  of  the 
Gettysburg  railroad,  and  continue  the  grading  of  the 
remainder;  |200,000  will  be  necessary  on  the  West 
Branch  canal;  |100,000  on  the  Wiconisco  canal  and 
Allegheny  feeder,  each;  $300,000  for  ordinary  repairs, 
and  |100,000  for  damages,  locomotives,  &c.,  together 
with  11,000,000  to  pay  temporary  loans,  making  in 
the  whole  |3,100,000. 

The  only  means  left  for  obtaining  this  large  sum,  is 
that  of  borrowing;  and  the  only  source,  without  pay- 
ing an  unreasonable  interest,  is  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which,  under  its  charter,  may  be  compelled  to 
lend  its  money  at  four  per  cent. 

If  money  be  at  all  appropriated  for  the  continuation 
of  the  works  under  contract,  less  than  the  sum  just 
designated  for  each  will  be  of  little  avail;  and  double 
the  amounts  named  should  be  given  if  it  could  be  af- 
forded; and  if  it  is  obtained,  it  must  be  borrowed. 

I  wish,  however,  to  be  distinctly  understood  as  not 
recommending  that  course.  But,  in  communicating 
to  the  Legislature  the  condition  of  the  various  inter- 
ests dependent  on  their  action,  it  is  my  duty  to  omit 
none. 

Connected  with  the  finances  of  the  State,  another 
subject   of   importance   will   receive   your   attention. 
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$G94,000  of  the  State  permanent  loan  will  fall  due  in 
1S39,  and  |150,000  in  1840.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to 
pay  off  these  five  per  cent,  loans,  when  they  become 
due,  be  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
at  four  per  cent.,  and  applied  to  that  purpose  in  the 
mode  described  in  the  annual  message  of  1836. 
It  would  also  appear  to  be  advisable,  to  offer  to 
redeem  such  of  the  other  five  per  cent,  loans  as  shall 
become  due  within  the  next  few  years,  in  the  same 
manner.  By  adopting  this  expedient,  the  annual  draft 
on  the  treasury  will  be  lightened,  without  any  in- 
crease of  the  principal  debt. 

It  is  presumed  that  capitalists  who  hold  istock  in 
the  five  per  cent,  loans  about  expiring,  will  not  be  un- 
willing to  dispose  of  it  now,  for  permanent  investment. 
The  monetary  confusion  and  distress  through  which 
the  country  has  been  made  to  pass  by  the  expedients 
of  the  General  Government,  seem  about  subsiding,  and 
confidence  between  man  and  man,  and  in  public  faith 
and  institutions,  is  returning.  This,  then,  will  not  be 
an  unpropitious  moment  for  Pennsylvania  to  offer  her 
creditors  their  money,  that  they  may  apply  it  per- 
manent I3'  in  aid  of  some  of  the  numerous  projects  of 
improvement  that  are  in  contemplation,  or  only  await- 
ing the  means  of  completion. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  a  most  healthful  change 
has  been  accomplished  in  our  currency,  and  a  corre- 
spondent improvement  is  now  developing  itself  in  all 
the  various  relations  and  interests  that  depend  on 
that  credit  and  confidence  which  forms  the  true  basis 
of  the  circulating  medium.  The  commencement  of 
the  year  saw  the  State  covered  with  paper  issues,  in 
open  violation  of  the  plain  words  and  meaning  of  the 
law,  but  which  the  necessity  of  the  case  seemed  to 
justify.  They  were  taken  almost  without  reluctance, 
in  all  the  dealings  of  the  community,  and  no  move  was 
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made  towards  inflicting  the  enacted  penalty  on  those 
who  emitted  them.  At  the  same  time,  the  banks  had 
locked  up  the  hard  money  of  the  State,  to  await,  as 
they  said,  the  moment  when  it  might  be  again  paid 
out  without  danger  of  total  withdrawal  from  us,  and 
without  risk  of  injury  to  the  institutions  or  their  debt- 
ors. These  reasons  for  the  course  pursued,  seemed 
sound,  and  the  people  acquiesced.  The  end  has  veri- 
fied them,  and  justified  the  confidence  reposed. 

The  workings  of  this  law  of  necessity — the  law  above 
all  law —  in  the  hands  of  an  honest  and  intelligent 
community,  were  watched  with  intense  interest.  It 
was  a  glorious  spectacle  to  behold  a  whole  people,  as 
one  man,  waiting  calmly  and  patiently  for  the  safe  mo- 
ment of  disenthralling  themselves;  not  vindictively, 
one  upon  the  other,  but  the  whole,  for  the  good  of  the 
whole — from  the  grinding  and  gratuitous  infiiction. 
It  was  a  noble  proof  of  the  fitness  of  republicans  for 
self-government,  and  was  even  enhanced  by  the  fact 
that  the  people  were  laboring  to  abate  the  nuisance, 
not  only  unaided  by,  but  in  opposition  to  the  efforts 
of  those  whom  they  had  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
whole  nation  to  guard  their  interests. 

The  duty  of  the  Executive  of  this  State  was  plain. 
It  was  to  encourage  the  people  in  their  patient  course 
of  suffering,  till  the  moment  for  effectual  self-reliance 
should  arrive,  and  to  sustain  their  monied  institu- 
tions, so  long  as  they  seemed  to  act  for  no  other  ob- 
ject than  the  common  good.  In  this  attitude,  the  ris- 
ing of  Congress  announced  that  the  people  might  once 
more  take  measures  for  their  own  relief,  without  dan- 
ger of  mischief  or  counteraction  from  their  public  ser- 
vants. A  call  was  at  once  made  on  all  to  restore  the 
safe  empire  of  the  law.  It  was  nobly  responded  to, 
and  has  proved  perfectly  effectual.  Never  was  there 
a  more  praise-worthy  instance  of  moderation  exhib- 
ited by  any  community,,  than  by  the  citizens  of  this 


Joseph  Ritner.  471 

State,  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie  paj- 
menti:*  and  during  its  eontiniiance,  nor  of  patriotic  de- 
votion to  law  and  the  public  good,  than  that  displayed 
by  their  monied  institutions  in  the  resumption.  The 
consequence  is,  that  our  curency  is  now  restored  to 
its  former  soundness,  and  all  distrust  has  disappeared. 

Though  I  feel  bound  to  bear  this  ju»t  tribute  to  acts 
that  have  been  so  fully  sustained  by  their  results,  yet 
I  cannot  conceal  the  opinion  that  some  part  of  the 
difficulty  arose  from  defects  in  the  organization  of 
banks  themselves.  I  shall  not  now  occupy  your  time 
in  recapitulating  the  remedies  which  these  defects 
seem  to  indicate.  That  duty  I  attempted  fully  to  per- 
form in  the  last  annual  message,  to  which  you  are  re- 
spectfully referred,  with  the  remark  that  the  changes 
then  recommended  are  still  deemed  proper  and  requi- 
site. 

In  other  respects  the  public  concerns  of  the  state 
have  exhibited  their  usual  order  and  prosperity,  with 
the  exception  of  a  disgraceful  riot  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia on  the  17th  of  May. 

The  particulars  of  that  outrage  are  too  generally 
known  to  need  repetition  or  comment  here.  So  fla- 
grant, however,  was  it,  as  in  my  opinion  to  call  for  the 
interference  of  the  Executive  to  aid  in  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  perpetrators.  A  proclamation  of  reward 
was  accordingly  issued.  I  hope  this  may  be  the  last 
attempt,  on  the  free  soil  of  Pennsylvania,  to  molest 
a  peaceful  and  orderly  assembly  of  citizens.  Those 
who  counsel  such  violent  proceedings,  should  bear  in 
mind  that  if  their  opponents  are  in  error,  their  cause 
will  only  acquire  additional  notoriety  and  permanence 
from  an}'  opposition;  which  takes  the  appearance  of 
oppresision;  whereas,  if  its  claim  on  public  opinion 
be  left  wholly  to  its  merit,  it  will  soon  sink  into  ob- 
livion, unless  there  be  something  in  it  really  worthy  of 
favor. 
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Some  of  the  sister  states  that  border  on  the  Cana- 
das,  were  in  early  part-  of  the  year,  the  theatre  of 
occurrences  that  at  one  time  threatened  to  lead  to 
unpleasant  consequences.  These  scenes  have  been  re- 
cently renewed,  but  the  character  and  true  object  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  them  are  now  well  understood, 
and  scarcely  any  danger  exists  of  collision  between 
the  British  and  United  States  governments.  The  chief 
feature  that  bears  an  appearance  of  importance  in 
these  proceedings,  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  or- 
ganization made  use  of.  It  has  been  communicated  to 
me  from  a  source  entitled  to  unlimited  credit,  that 
numerous  Masonic  lodges,  embracing  many  thousands 
of  sworn  members,  have  been  recently  established  in 
the  frontier  states,  with  the  express  object  of  attack- 
ing and  revolutionizing  the  adjoining  British  prov- 
inces. Those  who  know  the  perfect  adaptation  of 
sworn  secret  societies  to  such  an  object,  and  the  reck- 
less character  of  many  of  the  persons  probably  en- 
gaged in  the  enterprise,  can  credit  the  statement.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  no  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  will  be 
found  concerned  in  an  undertaking  »o  injurious  to 
the  rights  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  in  such  direct 
contravention  of  every  principle  of  international  law. 
The  fact,  however,  presents  one  more  and  a  most  con- 
vincing reason  for  the  enactments  of  sever  and  ef- 
fectual laws  against  the  administration  of  extra-ju- 
dicial oaths. 

I  have  freqently  brought  this  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature.  It  is  again  presented  with  an 
ardent  hope  that  the  necessiary  legislation  may  take 
place,  and  that  the  stumbling  block  may  at  length 
be  removed. 

In  reviewing  our  own  domestic  history  for  the  past 
year,  many  useful  suggestions  present  themselves. 

The  Geological  Survey  authorized  by  the  session  of 
1835-6,  is  steadily  advancing.     Fully  one  half  of  the 
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state  hasi  been  traversed  and  examined,  a  consider- 
able part  of  it  with  all  the  minuteness  requisite  to  a 
final  report.  I  have  not  been  informed  that  further 
aid  will  be  necessary  to  complete  this  valuable  and 
interesting  undertaking.  When  brought  to  a  close, 
much  highly  important  information  may  with  certain- 
ty be  expected  from  the  general  report. — The  publi- 
cation of  the  discoveries  and  results  of  the  investi- 
gation thus  far  has  been  very  properly  excluded  from 
the  annual  communications  to  the  legislature.  It  will 
require  the  whole  term  of  the  survey  to  enable  the 
Geologist  to  give  them  that  certainty  and  precision, 
which  will  form  their  most  valuable  feature,  and  which 
can  alone  grow  out  of  oft  repeated  and  continued  ex- 
aminations, analyses,  comparisons  and  inquiries.  The 
wisdom  of  this  course  will  be  fully  admitted  when  the 
whole  results  shall  be  laid  before  the  state. 

The  bearing  of  the  survey  on  the  articles  of  coal  and 
iron,  and  upon  the  large  and  varied  interests  connected 
with  them,  imparts  its  chief  interest.  For  several 
years,  heretofore,  little  importance  was  attached  to 
the  exact  deductions  of  Geology,  Mineralogy  and 
Chemistry,  as  connected  with  these  staple  commodities. 
This  was  the  case  more  especially  with  regard  to  the 
former.  Large  tracts  of  coal  land  were  known  to 
exist,  but  little  desire  was  manifested  to  ascertain 
with  exactness  their  boundaries,  or  the  relative  quali- 
ties of  the  mineral.  Those  were  the  days  of  specula- 
tion in  coal  land,  and  the  projects  of  the  speculator 
not  unfrequently  shunned  the  unerring  decisions  of 
science.  But  they  are  passed,  and  the  days  of  actual 
operations  in  the  mine  have  succeeded.  It  is  now  for 
the  interests  of  all  to  dispel  illusion  and  to  subject 
every  project  and  every  hope  to  the  full  light  of  sci- 
ence and  truth,  before  capital  is  invested  or  labor  ex- 
pended. 

The  successful  experiments  that  have  been  made  at 
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Karthaus  and  Farrandsville,  to  smelt  iron  with  bi- 
tuminous coal,  and  at  Manayunk,  Mauch  Chunk  and 
Easton,  with  anthracite,  add  new  interest  to  this  sub- 
ject. So  perfectly  satisfactory  have  they  proved,  that 
large  furnaces,  in  which  anthracite  coal  alone  is  to  be 
used  as  fuel,  are  now  in  progress  of  construction,  at 
several  points  in  the  state.  The  successful  union  of 
stonecoal  and  iron  ore,  in  the  arts,  is  an  event  of 
decidedly  greater  moment  to  the  prosperity  of  our 
state,  than  any  that  has  occurred  since  the  applica- 
tion of  steam  in  aid  of  human  labor. 

The  trade  in  coal  and  iron  will  undoubtedly  form  the 
main  business  of  the  vast  but  yet  only  half  accom- 
plished system  of  works  in  which  the  State  is  em- 
barked, and  the  chief  hope  of  paying  off  the  debt  of 
their  cost.  The  transporting  of  produce  from  the  in- 
terior, and  merchandise  from  the  sea-board,  will  no 
doubt  be  great,  and  Pennsylvania  will  always  possess 
her  due  portion  of  it.  But  it  is  not  necessary  for  her 
to  desire  its  monopoly.  Her  people,  as  citizens  of  the 
nation,  are  satisfied  to  see  sister  states  embark  in 
the  noble  rivalry;  and,  while  they  are  convinced  of 
the  many  advantages  of  their  own  routes,  can  rejoice 
to  know  there  is  room  for  the  full  success  of  all.  But 
when  her  coal  and  her  iron  descend  from  her  mountain 
regions,  into  New  York  and  the  vast  Lake  country, 
from  the  North  Branch  canal — are  discharged  at  Erie 
and  Sleveland,  as  well  as  Pittsburg  and  Beaver,  from 
the  same  canal  boat  which  loads  at  the  mine  or  iron 
works — are  poured  through  the  widened  locks  of  the 
Union  canal,  and  the  completed  Tide  Water  canal,  as 
well  as  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  canals,  upon  the 
wharves  of  her  own  commercial  metropolis — the  mag- 
nitude of  the  trade  beyond  that  of  the  mere  carrying 
of  produce  and  merchandize,  will  then  only  be  fully 
appreciated.  If  to  these  channels  of  wealth,  be  added 
continuous  rail  roads  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
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emporiums — traveled  by  at  least  one  thousand  busy 
passengers  daily,  and  an  uninterrupted  water  commu- 
nication between  the  Delaware  and  Lake  Erie,  for  the 
heavy  trade,  the  cause  which  enables  Pennsylvania 
to  look,  without  fear  or  jealousy,  on  the  works  of  other 
states,  is  apparent. 

In  such  view  of  the  subject,  the  necessity  for  open- 
ing, widening  and  deepening  every  channel,  and  the 
policy  of  retaining  the  great  leading  avenues  and  out- 
lets in  the  immediate  ownership  and  control  of  the 
commonwealth,  become  evident.  Hence,  the  early  en- 
largement of  the  Union  canal  to  the  size  and  capacity 
of  those  of  the  state,  is  a  project  of  much  interest  to 
the  public.  Hence,  also,  the  ultimate  possession  of 
the  canal  from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  line,  should 
never  be  lost  sight  of  as  a  measure  indispensable  to 
the  perfection  of  the  grand  system.  The  state  now 
possesses  the  right  to  acquire  this  work  at  a  time  and 
price  fixed  in  the  law  authorizing  its  construction, 
and  the  legislature  should  be  cautious  not  to  grant  any 
privileges  that  may  postpone  the  one,  or  add  to  the 
amount  of  the  other. 

That  all  these  desirable  events  can  be  accomplished, 
is  as  certain  as  that  the  time  of  their  arrival  will  be 
postponed  by  persisting  in  the  same  course  of  squan- 
dering the  public  resources,  which  has  surrounded  our 
condition,  at  the  present  moment,  with  so  much  dif- 
ficulty. 

A  joint  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
on  the  16th  of  last  April,  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  obtain,  through 
the  agency  of  the  assessors  of  county  tax,  to  collect 
general  statistical  information  relative  to  the  agri- 
culture, manufactures,  commercial  and  mining  opera- 
tions of  the  State.  The  resolution  being  adopted  after 
the  period  when  the  assessments  were  actually  com- 
menced for  county  purposes,  the  queries  directed  by 
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the  resolution  were,  consequently,  not  issued  until  re- 
cently. This  afforded  more  time  to  make  them  full  and 
comprehensive,  and  to  prepare  the  proper  instructions. 
They  were  issued  in  the  early  part  of  last  month, 
through  the  medium  of  the  different  boards  of  county 
commissioners,  with  dil'ections  to  have  the  informa- 
tion collected  during  the  present  month,  so  that  it 
might  embrace  one  full  year. 

It  has  been  recentlv  ascertained  that  the  commis- 
sioners  of  several  counties  decline  distributing  the 
queries  to  the  assessors,  and  enjoining  on  them  a  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  th^t  they  are  not  expressly  required  to  do  so 
by  its  terms.  But  the  resolution  could  not  well  be 
carried  into  operation  without  their  agency.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  the  different  assessors  were 
not  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary,  neither  did  it 
seem  proper  for  him  to  employ  in  performance  of  a 
duty,  for  which  the  resolution  expressly  declares,  that 
they  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  respective  county  treas- 
uries, without  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the 
commissioners.  It  therefore  becomes  proper  for  the 
Legislature  to  take  some  further  action  on  the  subject, 
without  delay,  if  a  report  is  desired  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  queries  or  tables  have  been  carefully  pre- 
pared and  distributed  at  considerable  expense;  the 
postage  alone  amounting  to  upwards  of  a  thousand 
dollars,  though  the  packages  were  sent  to  all  the 
nearer  counties  by  private  conveyance. 

Circulars  have  also  been  issued  to  the  sheriffs  of  the 
different  counties,  calculated  to  elicit  the  information 
relative  to  county  prisons,  under  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed by  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  on  the  19th  of 
December,  1837.  It  is  expected  that  the  replies  will 
be  received  during  the  present  month,  so  that  a  report 
can  be  prepared  and  submitted  early  in  January. 

A  circular  was  also  sent  to  the  directors  of  the  poor 
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of  each  county,  that  has  a  house  for  the  support  and 
employment  of  the  poor,  calling  their  attention  to  that 
portion  of  the  84th  section  of  the  act  of  13th  June, 
1836,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  support  and 
tjmployment  of  the  poor,"  which  makes  it  their  duty 
to  forward  annually  to  the  Executive  for  the  use  of 
the  Legislature,  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of  their 
respective  institutions.  This  duty  has  been  very  gen- 
erally neglected  heretofore,  and  the  Legislature  there- 
by deprived  of  much  useful  information. 

Occasion  was  taken  at  the  same  time  to  elicit  from 
the  directors  and  sheriffs  full  information  of  the  num- 
ber and  condition  of  lunatic  or  insane  persons  in  each 
poor  house  or  prison.  It  is  stated,  by  many  humane 
persons,  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  much 
wretchedness  and  suffering  exist,  especially  in  the  poor 
houses,  which  might  be  alleviated,  if  not  wholly  avoid- 
ed, if  the  melancholy  extent  of  the  evil  were  generally 
known.  When  the  desired  information  is  received, 
it  will  be  laid  before  you,  that  the  proper  corrective 
may  be  applied.  This,  most  probably,  will  be  found 
to  consist  in  the  establishment  of  a  public  asylum  for 
deranged  or  Insane  persons.  Such  an  institution  is 
wanting  as  a  companion  to  our  deaf  and  dumb  and 
blind  asylums.  I  feel  that  it  is  unnecessary  further 
to  urge  this  subject  upon  your  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  Legislature  of  last 
session  to  the  growth  of  the  mulberry  tree  and  the  pro- 
duction of  silk,  has  thus  far  proved  efficient,  and  prom- 
ises to  include  the  silk  business  among  our  chief  sub- 
jects of  industry  and  sources  of  wealth.  Many  hun- 
dred thousands  of  mulberry  trees  have  been  set  out, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  cocoons  produced.  The  reel- 
ing of  silk  has  been  regularly  practiced  at  many  places, 
and  silk  looms  established  at  Philadelphia,  and  Econ- 
omy, in  Beaver  county.     The  business  seems  to  have 
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gained  such  a  footing  among  us  as  to  promise  per- 
manence and  profit.  It  seems  to  be  a  branch  of  in- 
dustry admirably  adapted  to  the  habits  and  strength 
of  the  inmates  of  our  county  poor  houses.  It  is 
worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  a  slight  encouragement, 
say  a  small  donation  annually  to  the  steward  of  each 
institution  who  shall  produce  a  given  number  of 
pounds  of  cocoons,  might  not  have  the  effect  of  sub- 
stituting a  light  and  pleasant  employment  for  the 
more  laborious  occupations  in  which  the  paupers  are 
now  engaged,  and  accelerate  the  permanent  estab- 
lishment of  the  business  in  the  State. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last 
session  on  the  subject,  Messrs.  A.  D.  Bache  and  F. 
Fraley,  of  Philadelphia,  and  W.  P.  Alrich,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine and  report  to  the  Legislature,  at  its  present 
session,  on  the  subject  of  the  revision  of  the  Map 
of  the  State,  so  as  to  correct  the  errors  in  its  topo- 
graphical delineations,  and  to  represent  the  Geolog- 
ical and  Mineralogical  features  of  our  territory.  It  is 
understood  that  the  board  will  shortly  report.  The 
result  of  their  examinations  will  be  laid  before  you, 
and  will  of  course  receive  due  attention. 

The  act  of  1834,  relative  to  weights  and  measures, 
which  was  continued  in  force  by  an  act  of  last  session, 
has  not  yet  been  carried  into  operation;  but  a  pros- 
pect is  now  presented  of  speedily  accomplishing  part 
of  its  requirements.  I  have  recently  been  informed 
by  the  proper  department  of  the  General  Government, 
that  the  standards  of  weight  provided  under  the  act 
of  congress  for  the  different  states,  are  ready  for  d*" 
livery.  They  will  shortly  be  placed  in  the  Secretary's 
oflSce  at  this  place,  and  copies  will  be  made  for  each 
of  the  counties.  In  fulfilling  the  latter  duty,  the  aid 
of  the  Franklin  Institute  has  been  promised,  and  will 
be  relied  on. 
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Until  tlie  standards  for  the  different  counties  were 
procured  and  furnished,  it  was  not  thought  expedient 
to  appoint  a  regulator  in  each  county,  as  directed  by 
the  act  of  1834.  Under  the  new  Constitution  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
appointing  those  officers. 

The  attention  of  the  executive  was,  a  short  time  ago, 
called  by  Col.  Pleasonton,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Artillery,  to  the  fact  that  the  State 
possesses  a  number  of  pieces  of  old  brass  ordnance  of 
various  patterns  and  calibres,  scattered  over  the  state, 
with  a  suggestion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have  them 
re-cast,  and  thus  rendered  really  useful  and  valuable. 
It  was  also  stated  that  the  work  could  be  done  well 
and  reasonably  at  a  foundry  established  near  Spring- 
Held,  Massachusetts.  The  proposition  was  approved 
of,  and  the  Adjut&nt  General,  with  the  aid  of  Col. 
Pleasonton,  (which  was  liberally  offered),  instructed 
to  have  them  collected  at  the  different  arsenals.  The 
communications  of  Col.  Pleasanton,  accompany  this 
message,  and  will  explain  the  subject  fully.  I  con- 
cur in  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  with  the  hope, 
however,  that  the  change  may  not  be  made  to  embrace 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  which  are  associated  any  of  the 
glorious  events  of  the  Revolution. 

Commodore  Elliott,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  not 
unmindful  of  his  native  State,  while  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  nation,  over  distant  seas,  has  made  me  the  agent 
of  presenting  to  the  Legislature,  in  his  name,  a  beau- 
tiful and  appropriate  gift.  It  consists  of  a  likeness,  in 
oil,  of  Christopher  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of  our 
Continent,  and  another  of  Americus  Vespucius,  from 
whom  it  received  its  name.  To  these  is  added  the 
figure  of  the  American  eagle,  carved  by  an  American 
citizen,  in  marble,  from  Alexandria  Troas. 

The  Commodore's  letter  accompanies  this  message. 
The  presents  are  now  in  the  Executive  chamber,  sub- 
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ject  to  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature,  and  will,  I 
feel  certain,  be  suitably  received  and  preserved. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  September,  being  the  anni- 
versary of  the  glorious  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  it  was 
my  agreeable  duty  to  present  to  Brigadier  General 
Hugh  Brady,  of  the  United  States  Army,  the  sword 
unanimously  voted  to  him  by  the  Legislature  of  his 
native  State.  The  veteran  soldier,  now  bears  the 
token  of  his  country's  approbation.  It  was  my  de- 
sire that  it  should  not  be  unworthy  of  the  common- 
wealth. It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  art- 
ists' taste  and  skill,  and  appropriately  commemorates 
the  deeds,  intended  to  be  rewarded.  It  is  the  worK 
of  Fletcher  &  Bennett,  of  Philadelphia,  and  cost  |1,090. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  con- 
nected w^ith  the  oflQcial  arrangements  of  both  Houses 
of  the  Legislature,  but  in  which  the  public  at  large 
have  an  interest.  It  frequently  happens,  during  the 
summer  recess,  that  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  re- 
quire, for  use  in  courts  of  justice,  or  in  the  progress 
of  claims  for  pensions  from  the  National  government, 
either  original  papers  or  exemplified  copies  of  papers 
in  the  possession  of  the  Legislature.  The  clerks  have 
no  power  to  give  the  originals,  nor  are  they  possessed 
of  an  official  seal  with  which  to  authenticate  copies. 

The  only  mode  of  producing  the  desired  documents 
in  court  is  to  subpoena  a  clerk,  and  cause  him  to  carry 
with  him  the  papers  desired.  But  even  this  trouble- 
some expedient  fails  between  the  second  Tuesday  in 
October  annually,  and  the  day  of  which  the  Legisla- 
ture assembles,  for  during  that  period  the  clerk's  func- 
tions cease.  It  would  promote  the  public  convenience, 
if  the  clerks  were  authorized  to  keeiJ  a  seal,  and  give 
certified  copies  of  documents  on  file,  to  be  used  in  evi- 
dence. The  trouble  of  making  and  forwarding  the 
copies  might  be  paid  for  by  a  reasonable  fee  in  each 
case;    and  the  ofiicial  character  of  the  clerks  of  each 
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session  might  he  extended  by  express  enactment  till 
the  commencement  of  the  next. 

The  contingent  fund  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,  is  generally  insufficient,  during 
the  year  in  which  the  Governor's  election  occurs.  Out 
of  this  fund  are  paid  the  postage,  messenger's  salary, 
the  price  of  fuel,  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  both  for  the 
Executive  chamber  and  the  Department  of  State.  The 
postage  on  election  returns  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
large  number  of  letters  which  are  addressed  to  the 
Executive,  during  the  first  six  months  of  his  term, 
generally  exhausts  the  fund  before  the  first  of  April, 
on  which  day  the  year  commences.  The  fund  of  the 
present  year  will  be  quite  insufficient.  This  is  caused 
by  the  large  number  of  circular  letters  sent  out  (in- 
cluding the  statistical  tables  before  alluded  to),  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Legislature,  and 
in  performance  of  the  dutiesi  of  the  office.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  make  some  provision  to  meet  the  demands 
now  existing,  and  those  which  will  become  due  before 
the  first  of  April. 

The  amount  allowed  annually,  is  |2,700.  This  sum 
is  more  than  enough  for  the  second  and  third  years  of 
each  executive  term,  counting  from  the  first  of  April, 
and  the  balances  unexpended  during  those  years 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  other,  if  they  were  permit- 
ted to  accumulate  and  be  applied  to  it.  But  a  differ- 
ent construction  has  been  given  to  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, by  the  accountant  department.  The  unexpended 
balance  between  April,  1836,  and  1838,  is  |1,427.40. 
1  would  therefore  recommend  such  a  change  in  the  law 
as  will  permit  that  sum  to  be  added  to  the  fund  for  the 
present  year,  and  will  continue  the  same  practice  here- 
after, which  provision  will  be  sufficient. 

Having  thus  presented  the  various  objects  of  pres- 
ent -interest  that  occur  to  me,  it  will  not  be  out  of 
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place  briefly  to  recapitulate  the  changes  produced  dur- 
ing the  official  term  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Three  years  ago  there  were  32,544  children  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  state.  There  are  now  about 
230,000.  The  schools  were  then  kept  open  not  quite 
three  and  a  half  months.  They  are  now  open  about 
seven  months  in  the  year.  The  whole  amount  of  state 
appropriation  was  then  |75,000  annually;  it  isi  now 
equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  taxable,  which  will  amout 
to  1350,000  for  the  next  school  year. 

In  1835  the  public  works  yielded  $684,357.77,  after 
a  most  favorable  season.  During  the  season  just 
closed,  the  produced  |991,252.42,  under  the  most  dis- 
advantageous circumstances;  and  with  good  manage- 
ment and  no  unusual  accidents,  will  the  present  year 
pay  11,600,000. 

Since  1835  |2,500,000  have  been  expended  in  com- 
pleting works  then  said  to  be  finished,  renewing  de- 
fective parts,  and  keeping  the  whole  in  repair;  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  miles  of  canal,  and  twen- 
ty-nine miles  of  railway,  have  been  commenced  and 
carried  to  a  considerable  state  of  forwardness,  on 
which  12,100,000  have  been  expended. 

The  completed  rail  roads  have  been  made  to  answer 
the  end  of  their  construction,  and  the  annual  defi- 
ciencies in  the  motive  power  fund,  turned  into  annual 
excesses. 

The  permanent  state  debt,  which  was  |24,330,003.32 
in  1835,  is  now  |24,230,000.32;  and  though  there  are 
temporary  loans  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  due,  yet 
they  were  forced  on  the  state  in  opposition  to  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Executive,  and  will  sink  to  a  small  amount, 
when  the  sums  of  a  similar  kind  due  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  >836,  are  deducted  from  them. 

The  state  tax,  which  was  then  in  existence,  without 
hope  of  termination,  has  ceased  to  be  collected,*  and 
nothing  but  the  utmost  profusion  can  make  it  again 
necessary. 
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The  state  credit,  which  was  at  a  low  ebb  in  1835,  is 
now  raised,  and  the  commonwealth  obtains  even  her 
temporary  loans  with  ease  at  four  per  cent. 

The  currency,  which  was  on  the  eve  of  a  fearful  con- 
vulsion in  1835,  has  been  carried  through  it  with  less 
injury  than  was  experienced  in  any  other  state — is 
now  restored  to  its  usual  soundness — and  has  secured 
to  it  the  aid  of  an  institution,  which  will  hereafter 
preserve  its  uniformity,  if  no  further  ruinous  experi- 
ments be  tried. 

And  finally,  the  State  has  been  made  to  occupy  her 
proper  position  in  the  National  family,  and  in  relation 
to  the  General  Government,  on  all  occasions. 

I  now  approach  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  I  was 
elected,  with  the  consciousness  that  I  have  performed 
the  duties  of  the  Executive  Departnjent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  fidelity,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
jadgment  and  ability,  and  with  the  profoundest  grati- 
tude for  the  confidence  and  support  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens; and  I  fervently  hope  that  the  Divine  Author  of 
all  things,  will  continue  indefinitely  to  bestow  his  fa- 
vors on  them  and  our  beloved  country. 

JOS.  RITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Dec.  27,  1838. 
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Proclamation  Continuing  Officers  in  Commission 
until  their  Offices  can  be  filled  as  directed  by  the 
Amended  Constitution  of  1838. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     Jos.  Ritner. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.     By  JOSEPH  RIT- 
^EU,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  The  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  of 
this  Commonwealth  pro- 
posed by  the  convention  held 
under  the  Act  of  Assembly 
of  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
Marchj  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  entitled  "An  Act  providing  for  the 
call  of  a  convention  to  propose  amendments 
to  the  constitution  of  the  State  to  submitted 
to  the  people  thereof  for  their  ratification  or 
rejection/'  having  been  adopted  by  the  freemen  of  the 
State  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  the  said  amendments,  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  thereof,  will  go  into  opera- 
tion and  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof:  And  Whereas,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  said  amendments,  various  public  of- 
ficers heretofore  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  during  pleasure  are  now  to  be  elected 
by  the  votes  of  the  people  and  certain  others  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  may  hereafter  direct.  And 
Whereas,  the  public  good  requires  that  all  public  of- 
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fices  should  be  kept  open  and  their  duties  continue 
to  be  performed  until  such  time  as  the  proper  legis- 
lative provisions  can  be  enacted  to  fulfil  the  intent  of 
the  amended  Constitution  in  relation  to  said  officers: 
Therefore  I  have  thought  it  right  and  proper  to  issue 
this  Proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  purpose  of  confirming  and  continu- 
ing in  force  the  commissions  of  all  public  officers  here- 
tofore issued  bv  me,  now  in  force,  and  which  would 
otherwise  have  expired  on  this  day,  and  I  do  hereby 
confirm  and  continue  the  same  and  each  and  every 
of  them  until  they  shall  be  constitutionally  and  legally 
superseded  by  new  commissions  issued  in  accordance 
with  the  third  and  eighth  sections  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  amended  Constitution  aforesaid,  or  by  appoint- 
ments and  commissions  under  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  schedule  thereto  aunexed. 

And  1  do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  offi- 
cers engaged  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the 
performance  and  execution  of  their  respective  sta- 
tions, so  as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the 
interest,  peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-third. 
By  the  Governor. 

Tho.  H.  Burrowes, 

Sec.  of  the  Common'th. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  Saeger  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  for  Lehigh  County. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  SECOND  SECTION 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Jacob  Stein,  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  county  of  Lehigh,  I  hereby  nominate 
Joseph  Saeger,  of  said  county,  to  be  associate  judge 
thereof,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Jacob  Stein. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  14,  1839. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Samuel  Yohe  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  for  Northampton  County. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  CONFORMITY  WITH  THE  SECOND  SECTION 
of  the  fifth  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  John  Cooper,  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  I  hereby  nomi- 
nate Samuel  Yohe,  of  said  county,  to  be  associate  judge 
thereof,  in  the  room  of  said  eJohn  Cooper. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Januarv  12,  1839. 


Special  •  Message  to  the  Assembly  Concerning  the 
Late  Disorders  at  the  Seat  of  the  State  Government 
Attendant  on  the  Adoption  of  a  New  Constitution. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

AVAILING    MYSELF    OF   THE    ONLY    OPPOR- 
tunity  which  the  temporary  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature  allows  me,  I  think  it  right  to  com- 
municate to  you  a  sitatement  of  the  relations  in  which 
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this  government  lias  been  placed  to  a  deserving  por- 
tion of  its  citizens,  and  to  the  executive  of  the  Union. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  recall  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  the  recent  scenes  of  violence  and  dis- 
order which  so  long  suspended  the  functions  of  gov- 
ernment in  this  commonwealth.  What  then  occurred 
has  become  matter  of  history.  I  do  not  mean  now  to 
dwell  more  than  is  necessary  upon  a  topic,  which  is 
painful,  as  affecting  the  character  of  our  popular  in- 
stitutions. Believing  that  an  emergency  had  arisen 
of  so  extreme  a  nature  as  to  demand  the  exercise  of 
what  may  be  considered  the  extraordinary  powers 
vested  in  me  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  I  issued  an 
order  to  two  divisions  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  to 
march  to  Harrisburg  to  protect  the  Legislature  in  the 
discharge  of  its  duties.  That  order  was  promptly 
obeyed,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the 
alacrity  with  which  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  com- 
monwealth repaired  to  the  standard  which  the  con- 
stitution authorized  me  to  raise,  in  a  crisis  of  public 
danger. — Upwards  of  one  thousand  men  marched  to 
Harrisburg  and  remained  in  service  until  it  was  deemed 
proper  to  disband  them.  A  large  majority  of  these 
soldiers  were  young  men,  dependent  on  their  daily 
industry  for  their  daily  bread.  Brought  by  a  consti- 
tutional order  from  their  homes  at  a  season  of  the  year 
when  an  interruption  of  business  is  most  to  be  avoided, 
some  of  these  leaving  their  families  at  a  notice  too 
short  to  make  provisions  for  even  a  limited  absence, 
they  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  necessity  which  ex- 
isted. The  excellent  discipline  by  which  they  were 
regulated,  the  propriety  of  their  deportment,  the  sac- 
rifice of  all  differences  of  opinion  to  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws,  which  they  were  called  on  to  maintain, 
are  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

Nor  was  the  result  of  this  movement  other  than  was 
hoped.     The  presence  of  the  militia  at  once  repressed 
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the  violence  of  the  mob. — The  process  of  judicial  au- 
thority was  executed.  The  Senate  resumed  its  func- 
tions, and  order  and  tranquility  were  restored.  But 
for  this  timely  intervention,  the  wishes  of  the  people 
as  recently  expressed  in  adopting  an  amended  consti- 
tution would  have  been  defeated  and  the  constituted 
officers  prevented  from  counting  the  votes  given  on 
that  important  question.  The  use  which  in  any  ap- 
prehended exigency  I  might  have  been  called  on  to 
make  of  the  force  placed  at  my  disposal  was  duly  and 
anxiously  considered,  and  such  a  decision  made  as  I 
believed  the  .people  would  have  authorized.  I  here- 
with communicate  an  official  letter  from  the  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  commonwealth,  prepared  by  my 
directions,  and  which  indicates  the  course  which  I  in- 
tended to  pursue. 

Had  the  necessity  for  issuing  the  orders  to  the  di- 
visions of  the  militia  been  less  than  it  was,  their 
claims  for  compensation  and  indemnity  for  their  time 
would  be  the  same.  I  am  not  disposed  to  mingle  this 
question  with  any  other.  I  mean  now  to  present  it 
to  the  Legislature,  as  a  claim  on  the  State  for  services 
rendered  under  a  constitutional  order,  by  deserving 
and  patriotic  citizens.  The  military  who  came  to  Har- 
risburg,  are  in  no  sense  answerable  for  the  order  which 
they  obeyed.  The  responsibility  of  that  order  rests- 
on  him  who  issued  it.  Deep  indeed,  would  be  the  dis- 
honor, if  any  impulse  of  faction  should  extend  that 
resx)onsibility  to  others  to  whom  it  does  not  belong, 
and  thus  defeat  simple  claims  resulting  from  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  a  military  duty.  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  commonwealth  will  be  made  subject  to  such  a 
reproach. 

I  did  not  suppose  that  I  should  be  compelled  to 
bring  this  to  your  consideration.  The  63d  section  of 
the  militia  law,  authorizes  the  Governor  "in  all  cases 
of  emergency,  where  money  may  be  wanted,  to  or- 


Joseph  Ritner.  489 

ganize,  fuinisli  or  supply  the  Diilitia  of  the  Common- 
wealth, who  may  be  called  into  the  actual  service,  to 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  such  sum 
or  sumsi  of  money,  and  to  disi)ose  of  it  in  such  manner 
as  the  emergency  of  the  case  may  require."  Under 
this  section  warrants  were  drawn  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer which  that  officer  has  refused  to  pay.  The  let- 
ter of  the  law  is  plain,  and  unless  the  State  Treasurer 
and  not  the  Governor,  is  to  judge  of  the  emergency, 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  under  the  law  is  equally 
plain. — The  power  of  the  Legislature  to  give  redress 
in  a  case  in  which  the  rights  of  a  portion  of  our  fellow 
citizens  have  been  thus  injuriously  resisted,  is  com- 
plete. The  State  Treasurer,  who  has  arrogated  to  him- 
self an  authoritv  which  the  law  never  conferred  on 
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him,  is  the  officer  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  first 
place  responsible  to  them.  I,  therefore,  confidently 
solicit  your  early  attention  to  a  claim  founded  on  jus- 
tice and  authorized  by  law.  Every  hour's  delay  is  an 
hour's  injustice.  The  disbursing  officer  will  submit  at 
any  moment's  notice  a  statement  of  the  amount  which 
will  be  required. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  must  recall  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  to  another  of  perhaps 
equal  interest.  At  the  time  when  the  domestic  vio- 
lence occurred  of  which  I  have  already  spoken,  I  con- 
sidered that  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  as  the 
Chief  Executive  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  if 
any  measure  of  precaution  were  omitted.  Applica- 
tion was  therefore  made  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  assistance  which,  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  Union,  he  is  bound  to  render.  The  correspond- 
ence which  followed  is  already  before  the  people.  To 
the  popular  judgment  on  it  I  cheerfully  defer,  and 
would  not  again  allude  to  it,  but  for  some  further  ac- 
tion of  the  federal  authorities. 

The  true  relations  of  the  state  and  federal  authori- 
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ties  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded.  Such  is  the 
happy  and  delicate  organization  of  our  confederate 
institutions,  that  the  instant  they  become  involved, 
there  is  danger  to  our  glorious  system  of  constitutional 
republicanism.  It  has  been  my  lot  more  than  once 
during  my  official  term  to  reprobate  the  interference 
of  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the  domestic 
concerns  of  the  commonwealth.  The  conduct  which 
I  had  felt  called  on  to  hold  up  to  the  indignation  of  the 
people,  whether  the  intrigues  in  a  foreign  country  to 
wound  the  credit  of  the  state,  or  more  recently  in  the 
undisguised  violence  at  the  seat  of  government,  was 
the  conduct  of  mere  subordinates.  Until  proved  to 
be  so  by  the  late  correspondence,  I  never  imagined 
that  the  highest  functionaries  of  the  general  govern- 
ment could  be  actuated  by  a  similar  spirit,  or  would 
when  called  to  exercise  the  protecting  power  with 
which  the  constitution  has  invested  them,  willingly  as- 
sume the  attitude  of  partizans,  and  lend  themselves 
to  a  deliberate  effort  to  insult  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  a  state  yet  sovereign  and  independent. 

To  a  letter  addressed  by  the  chief  magistrate  of 
this  commonwealth  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  no  reply  was  given,  the  subject  being  referred 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  assumed  to  be  the  proper 
organ  of  communication  with  me.  Unwilling  to  sub- 
mit to  what  appeared  to  be  an  indignity  to  the  state, 
I  declined  corresponding  with  any  other  than  the 
President,  and  informed  him  of  the  view  I  was  led 
to  take  of  the  very  exceptionable  tone  of  his  Secre- 
tary's letter.  In  order  that  the  correspondence  may 
be  officially  before  the  legislature,  I  now  communicate 
it  with  this  message.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that 
on  a  mere  point  of  form  I  placed  myself  in  this  rela- 
tion to  the  federal  authorities.  The  time  may  come, 
when,  after  temporary  differences  shall  be  removed, 
and  the  conflicts  which  have  agitated  the  community 
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shall  have  subsided,  the  conduct  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate, may  be  looked  back  to  as  a  precedent  of  resist- 
ance to  all  invasion  of  the  rights*  he  is  bound  to  pro- 
tect, and  to  any  indignity  to  the  sovereignty  with 
which  he  is  identified. 

Hewerith  I  communicate  copies  of  other  letters 
which  have  passed  between  the  military  officers  of  this 
state  and  the  Ordnance  Department  at  Washington, 
to  which  I  invite  your  attention,  and  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  supply  of  munitions  of  war  to  the 
militia  by  the  officer  in  command  at  the  United  States 
arsenal,  in  conformity  with  the  usage  sanctioned  by 
the  department,  has  been  disapproved  of,  and  that 
formal  demand  has  been  made  for  a  specific  return 
of  the  stores.     That  demand  I  refer  to  you. 

The  position  assumed  by  the  War  Department,  that 
no  suiDplies  can  be  authorized  for  the  suppression  of 
domestic  violence  occasioned  by  political  differences, 
can,  I  think  scarcely  be  sustained.  The  existence  of 
domestic  violence,  resulting  from  whatsoever  cause, 
creates  the  emergency  which  the  Constitution  contem- 
plates, and  the  act  of  Congress  was  meant  to  provide 
for;  and  strange  indeed  would  be  the  doctrine,  that 
although  in  disorders  proceeding  from  other  causes, 
the  military  officers  may  supply  stores  and  ordnance 
on  the  requisition  of  the  sheriff  of  a  county  or  the 
mayor  of  a  city,  yet  if,  in  his  opinion,  political  differ- 
ences have  been  mingled  with  any  tumult,  he  cannot 
interfere,  though  the  lives  of  thousands  might  be  in 
jeopardy  or  sacrificed  to  his  scruples.  The  correspond- 
ence, however,  is  submitted  to  you.  A  return  in  kind 
of  munitions  supplied  to  the  militia  of  the  State  is  im- 
practicable. A  settlement,  on  other  terms,  can  be 
best  regulated  by  legislative  action. 

The  subject  of  this  communication  recalls  to  my 
recollection  a  topic  which  I  had  intended  to  embrace 
in  the  late  annual  communication,  but  which  escaped 
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my  attention  at  the  time.  I  allude  to  the  present 
militia  laws  of  the  State.  The  amended  constitution 
confers  greater  power  on  the  Legislature,  with  respect 
to  the  militia,  than  was  possessed  under  the  old.  Many 
intelligent  and  patriotic  citizens  are  of  opinion,  that 
salutary  changes  might  be  made  without  weakening 
this  right  arm  of  our  public  safety,  and  that  the  whole 
law  on  the  subject  requires  revision.  Permit  me  to 
recommend  it  to  your  attention. 

In  closing  this  special  message,  the  last  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  communicate  to  you,  I  should  do  great 
injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  were  I  to  withhold  the 
expression  of  the  gratitude  I  feel  to  the  legislative 
branches  of  the  government  for  the  many  instances  of 
support  extended  to  me  during  preceding  years,  and 
under  circumstances  that  rendered  such  supports  pe- 
culiarly important.  Durging  my  term  I  felt  con- 
strained, it  is  true,  by  considerations  that  might  not 
be  disregarded,  to  decline  concurrence  in  the  acts  of 
the  legislature  on  several  occasions;  I  can,  however, 
assure  vou  that  these  differences  have  left  no  unkind 
feelings  in  my  breast.  I  have  sought,  and  I  trust 
successfully,  to  turn  from  the  contemplation  of  them, 
and  look  only  at  the  pleasant  and  useful  results  of 
our  common  action. 

When  called  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  State,  I 
found  her  finances  embarrassed,  her  citizens  oppressed 
by  taxation,  her  improvement  system  involved,  and 
the  still  more  precious  system  which  gives  the  bless- 
ings of  education  to  the  children  of  all  alike,  sustain- 
ing a  feeble  and  precarious  existence.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  no  tax  burthens  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  no  in- 
crease of  debt  has  been  made  to  justify  taxation  here- 
after, resources  of  easy  and  cheap  credit  are  open,  con- 
fidence is  restored,  and  with  it  business  is  reviving, 
the  school  system  is  out  of  danger,  the  public  improve- 
ments are  in  a  condition  of  economical  management. 
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But  for  the  late  disgraceful  scenes,  I  could  look  back 
on  the  past  with  unmingled  satisfaction.  I  feel,  how- 
ever, that  no  share  of  the  fearful  responsibility  df  those 
acts  of  violence  rests  on  me.  Placed  during  the  last 
part  of  my  official  term,  in  a  position  in  which  it  was 
difficult  to  act  without  incurring  censure  from  some 
quarter,  I  sought  the  path  of  duty  and  endeavored, 
with  what  success  must  be  determined  by  our  com- 
mon constitutents  and  posterity,  to  act  as  became 
the  post  .1  occupied.  I  have  the  gratification  of  know- 
ing that  the  majesty  of  the  law  has  been  re-established, 
and  the  will  of  the  people  sustained. 

JOS.  EITNER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  14,  1839. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Senate  Concerning  Certain  Official   Corre- 
spondence. 

Gentlemen : 

I  RECEIVED,  LATE  LAST  NIGHT,  A  RESOLU- 
tion  adopted  by  your  body,  calling  on  me  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  all  the  written  official  cor- 
respondence which  took  place  between  [him]  me  and 
Major  General  Patterson  of  the  First  Division,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  during  the 
presence  of  the  volunteers  of  that  division  at  the  seat 
of  government  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  inform  the  Senate,  that 
owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  time  when  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  was  presented  to  me,  it  is  out  of  my 
power  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  therein, 
before  my  term  expires.  I  am,  however,  happy  to 
inform  the  Senate  that  all  the  correspondence  called 
for  bv  the  resolution,  is  on  file  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Commonwealth's  oflSce,  and  can  be  furnished  when 
ever  required,  by  my  successor. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Jan.  15,  1839. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Bill  Entitled  ''An  Act 
to  Incorporate  the  Hanover  Coal  Company." 

Gentlemen: 

A  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE 
the  Hanover  Coal  Company,"  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  April  last.  Owing 
to  the  occurrences  which  took  place  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  return 
it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated.  I  now  return 
it  without  the  Executive  approval,  and  without  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  whether  it  can  at  all  become  a  law 
under  the  new  Constitution. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Jan.  15,  1839. 


To   the   Speaker   of  the   House  of  Representatives 
Transmitting  a  Message  from  the  Governor. 

Sir: 

THE  WITHIN  MESSAGE  WAS  PREPARED  ON 
the  day  of  its  date  for  transmission  the  suc- 
ceeding day,  (a  few  minutes  after  midnight),  but 
for  want  of  a  quorum  on  that  occasion  was  not  then, 
and  is  now,  presented,  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

Yours  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  12th  Jan.  1839. 
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To  the  House  of  Representatives  Returning  a  Cer- 
tain Resolution  for  Revision. 

Gentlemen: 

1    RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives  a  resolution  which  originated  in  that  body, 
and  which  has  been  this  day  presented  to  me  for 
my  approval,  relative  to  the  election  of  State  Trea- 
surer. 

The  State  Treasurer  who  was  elected  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  January,  1838,  in  compliance  with  the 
requisition  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  30th  day  of 
March,  1811,  entered  into  a  bond  with  five  sureties  in 
the  amount  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  trusts  and  duties  re- 
quired of  him  by  law,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  of  January,  A.  D.  1839.  By  the  opera- 
tion of  a  well  settled  principle  of  law,  it  is  incompe- 
tent for  the  Legislature  to  extend  such  an  obliga- 
tion bevond  the  term  for  which  the  contract  was  made, 
and  it  folloAvs,  that  during  the  extended  term  which 
the  resolution  contemplates,  viz:  From  the  second 
Tuesday  (the  8th  day)  of  January,  1839,  until  Wednes- 
day, the  16th  of  the  same  month,  the  Treasury  of  the 
State  would  be  left  without  the  protection  which  the 
law  now  affords  to  it.  To  this  I  cannot  consent.  I 
therefore  return  the  resolution  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  which  it  originated,  in  order  to  afford 
the  Legislature  the  opportunity  of  supplying  the  omis- 
sion by  directing  new  sureties  to  be  given  for  the  ex- 
tended time,  or,  to  elect  the  State  Treasurer  at  the 
time  now  fixed  by  law.  Should  the  two  Houses,  how- 
ever, on  reconsideration  by  a  constitutional  vote  ad- 
here to  the  resolution,  no  part  of  the  responsibility 
will  devolve  on  me. 

JOS.  RITNER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  28th  Dec,  1838. 
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Chapter  III. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE   COM- 
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E,  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

of  Pennsylvania,  ordain  and  establish  this  Con- 
stitution for  its  government. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Of  the  Legislature. 

Section  I.  The  legislative  power  of  this  Common- 
wealth shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Sec.  IL  The  repr-esentatives  shall  be  chosen  annually 
by  the  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  of  each 
county  respectively  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

Sec.  HI.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who 
shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  state 
three  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last 
year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  district  in  and  for 
which  he  shall  be  chosen  a  representative,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the 
United  States  or  of  this  State. 

Sec.  IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  within  every  subse- 
quent term  of  seven  years,  an  enumeration  of  the  tax- 
able inhabitants  s-hall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law.  The  number  of  representatives 
shall,  at  the  several  periods  of  making  such  enumera- 
tion, be  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  and  apportioned 
among  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  coun- 
ties, according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
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in  each :  and  shall  never  be  less  than  sixty  nor  greater 
than  one  hundred.  Each  county  shall  have  at  least 
one  representative,  but  no  county  hereafter  erected 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be  con- 
tained within  it  to  entitle  them  to  one  representa- 
tive, agreeably  to  the  ratio  which  shall  then  be  estab- 
lished. 

Sec.  V.  The  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three  years 
by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several 
counties  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
at  the  same  places  where  they  shall  vote  for  repre- 
sentatives. 

Sec.  VI.  The  number  of  senators,  shall,  at  the  sev- 
eral periods  of  making  the  enumeration  before  men- 
tioned, be  fixed  by  the  Legislature  and  apportioned 
among  the  districts  formed  as  hereinafter  directed, 
according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in 
each;  and  shall  never  be  less  than  one-fourth,  nor 
greater  than  one-third,  of  the  number  of  representa- 
tives. 

Sec.  VII.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  in  districts, 
to  be  formed  by  the  Legislature;  but  no  district  shall 
be  so  formed  as  to  entitle  it  to  elect  more  than  two 
senators,  unless  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in 
any  city  or  county  shall,  at  any  time,  be  such  as  to 
entitled  it  to  elect  more  than  two,  but  no  city  or  coun- 
ty shall  be  entitled  to  elect  more  than  four  senators; 
when  a  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  more  coun- 
ties, they  shall  be  adjoining;  neither  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, nor  any  county  shall  be  divided  in  forming 
a  district. 

Sec.  VIII.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall 
not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  the  State  four 
years  next  before  his  election,  and  the  last  year  there- 
of an  inhabitant  of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be 
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choseu,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public 
business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State;  and  no 
person  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  said  office  after 
he  shall  have  removed  from  such  district. 

Sec.  IX.  The  senators  who  may  be  elected  at  the 
first  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  shall  be  divided  by  lot  into 
three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first 
class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year;  of  the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the 
second  year;  and  of  the  third  class  at. the  expiration 
of  the  third  year;  so  that  thereafter  one-third  of  the 
whole  number  of  senators  may  be  chosen  every  year. 
The  senators  elected  before  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  shall  be  adopted,  shall  hold  their  of- 
fices during  the  terms  for  which  they  shall  respectively 
have  been  elected. 

Sec.  X.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  «Tanuary,  in  every  year,  unless  sooner 
convened  by  the  Governor. 

Sec.  XI.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  speaker  and 
other  officers;  and  the  senate  shall  also  choose  a 
speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the  speaker  shall  exercise 
the  ofiice  of  governor.  • 

Sec.  XII,  Each  house  shall  judge  of  the  qualifica- 
tion:^ of  its  members.  Contested  elections  shall 
be  determined  by  a  committee  to  be  selected,  formed 
and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  by 
law  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in 
such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as  may  be  pro- 
vided. 

Sec.  XIII.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of 
its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  be- 
haviour, and  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds,  expel 


502  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

a  member,  but  not  a  second  time  for  the  same  cause; 
and  shall  have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch 
of  the  legislature  of  a  free  state. 

Sec.  XIV.  The  Legislature  shall  not  have  power  to 
enact  laws  annulling  the  contract  of  marriage  in  any 
case  where,  by  law,  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth 
are  or  may  hereafter  be  empowered  to  decree  a  di- 
vorce. 

Sec.  XV.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  publish  them  weekly,  except  s-uch  parts 
as  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  mem- 
bers on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  XVI.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  commit- 
tees of  the  whole  shall  be  open,  unless,  when  the  busi- 
ness shall  be  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  XVII.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two 
houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Sec.  XVIII.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall 
receive  a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. They  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  ses- 
sion of  their  respective  houses,  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same.  And  for  any  speech  or  de- 
bate in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in 
any  other  place. 

'Sec.  XIX.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  dur- 
ing the  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  this  Commonwealth 
which  shall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased  during  such  time: 
and  no  member  of  Congress  or  other  person  holding 
any  office  (except  of  attorney  at  law  and  in  the  mili- 
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tia),  under  the  United  States  or  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  continu- 
ance in  Congress  or  in  office. 

Sec.  XX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house, 
the  speaker  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

Sec.  XXI.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  origi- 
nate in  the  house  of  representatives,  but  the  senate 
may  propose  amendments  as  in  other  bills. 

Sec.  XXII.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law. 

Sec.  XXIII.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both 
houses  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  ap- 
prove he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  he  shall  not  approve,  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  upon  their  journals,  and  proceed  to 
re-consider  it.  If,  after  such  re-consideration,  two- 
thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall 
be  sent  with  the  objections  to  the  other  house,  by 
which  likewise  it  shall  be  re-considered,  and  if  ap- 
proved by  two-thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  be  a  law. 
But  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  per- 
sons voting  for  or  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered 
on  the  journals  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any 
bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within  ten 
days  (Sundays  excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been  pre- 
sented to  him,  it  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their 
adjournment,  prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall 
be  a  law,  unless  sent  back  within  three  days  after  their 
next  meeting. 

'Sec.  XXIV.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote  to 
which  the  concurrence  of  both  houses  may  be  neces- 
sary (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment),  shall  be 
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presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  it  shall  take 
etfect,  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved,  shall 
be  repassed  by  two-thirds  of  both  houses,  according 
to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a 
bill. 

Sec.  XXV.  No  corporate  body  shall  be  hereafter 
created,  renewed  or  extended,  with  banking  or  dis- 
counting privileges,  without  six  months  previous  pub- 
lic notice  of  the  intended  application  for  the  same,  in 
such  manners  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Nor 
shall  any  charter  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  be  grant- 
ed for  a  longer  period  than  twenty  years;  and  every 
Sfuch  charter  shall  contain  a  clause  reserving  to  the 
Legislature  the  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the 
same,  whenever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be  injurious  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  such  manner, 
however,  that  no  injustice  shall  be  done  to  the  cor- 
porators. No  law  hereafter  enacted  shall  create,  re- 
new or  extend  the  charter  of  more  than  one  corpora- 
tion. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Of  the  Governor. 

'Section  I.  The  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  this 
Commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor. 

Sec.  II.  The  Governor  shall  be  chosen  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October,  by  the  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth, at  the  places  where  they  shall  respectively 
vote  for  representatives.  The  returns  of  every  elec- 
tion for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted 
to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  speaker  of 
the  senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the 
presence  of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  person  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  Governor.  But  if  two  or  more  shall 
be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be 
chosen  Governor  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members 
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of  both  houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be  deter- 
mined bj  a  committee  to  be  selected  from  both  houses 
of  the  Legislature,  and  formed  and  regulated  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  III.  The  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  during 
three  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next 
ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  hold- 
ing it  longer  than  six  in  any  term  of  nine  years. 

Sec.  IV.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State 
seven  years  next  before  his  election;  unless  he  shall 
have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  State. 

iSec.  V.  No  member  of  Congress  or  person  holding 
any  office  under  the  United  States  or  this  State,  shall 
exercise  the  office  of  Governor. 

Sec.  VI.  The  Governor  shall  at  stated  times  receive 
for  his  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  be  neither 
increased  nor  diminished  during  the  period  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  VII.  He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  mil- 
itia, except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  actual 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  VIII.  He  shall  appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth during  pleasure,  and  he  shall  nominate, 
and  by  and  with  tke  advice  and  consent  of  the  sen- 
ate, appoint  all  judicial  officers  of  courts  of  record, 
unless  otherwise  provided  for  in  this  Constitution.  He 
shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  happen 
in  such  judicial  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  sen- 
ate, by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the 
end  of  their  next  session:  Provided,  that  in  acting 
on  executive  nominations,  the  senate  shall  sit  with 
open  doors,  and  in  confirming  or  rejecting  the  nomina- 
tions of  the  Governor,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays. 
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Sec.  IX.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures, and  grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment. 

Sec.  X.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from 
the  officers  in  the  executive  department,  upon  any  sub- 
ject relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  XI.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
General  Assembly  information  of  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  recommend  to  their  consideration 
such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient. 

Sec.  XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  con- 
vene the  General  Assembly;  and  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment between  the  two  houses,  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he 
shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

Sec.  XIII.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed. 

Sec.  XIV.  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
Governor,  or  of  his  removal  from  office,  the  speaker 
of  the  senate  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor  until 
another  Governor  shall  be  duly  qualified;  but  in  such 
case  another  Governor  shall  be  chosen  at  the  next  an- 
nual election  of  representatives,  unless  such  death, 
resignation  or  removal,  shall  occur  within  three  cal- 
endar months  immediately  preceding  such  next  an- 
nular election,  in  which  case  a  Governor  shall  be 
chosen  at  the  next  succeeding  annular  election  of  rep- 
resentatives. And  if  the  trial  of  a  contested  election 
shall  continue  longer  than  until  the  third  Monday  of 
January  next  ensuing  the  election  of  Governor,  the 
Governor  of  the  last  year,  or  the  speaker  of  the  sen- 
ate who  may  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  executive  au- 
thoritv,  shall  continue  therein  until  the  determination 
of  such  contested  election,  and  until  a  Governor  shall 
be  duly  qualified  as  aforesaid. 
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Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  XV.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
keep  a  fair  register  of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Governor,  and,  shall,  when  required,  lay 
the  same,  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers  rela- 
tive thereto,  before  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  en- 
joined him  by  law. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Of  Elections. 

Section  I.  In  elections  by  the  citizens,  every  white 
freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  re- 
sided in  this  State  one  year,  and  in  the  election  dis- 
trict where  he  offers  to  vote  ten  days  immediately  pre- 
ceding such  election,  and  within  two  years  paid  a 
state  or  county  tax,  which  shall  have  been  assessed 
at  least  ten  days  before  the  election,  shall  enjoy 
the  rights  of  an  elector.  But  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  previously  been  a  qualified  voter  of 
this  State,  and  removed  therefrom  and  returned,  and 
who  shall  have  resided  in  the  election  district,  and 
paid  taxes  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote, 
after  residing  in  the  State  six  months.  Provided, 
that  white  freemen,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty-two  years, 
and  having  resided  in  the  State  one  year,  and  in  the 
election  district  ten  davs  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  en- 
titled  to  vote,  although  they  shall  not  have  paid 
taxes. 

Sec.  II.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  except  those 
by  persons  in  their  representative  capacities,  who  shall 
vote  viva  voce. 

Sec.  III.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason, 
felony,  and  breach  of  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
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from  arrest  during  their  attendance  on  elections,  and 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  them. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Of  Impeachment. 

Section  I.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeaching. 

Sec.  II.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the  sen- 
ate; when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  the  senators  shall 
be  upon  oath  or  affirmation.  No  person  shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

Sec.  III.  The  Governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers 
under  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office;  but  judgment, 
in  such  cases,  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  any  office  of 
honour,  trust  or  profit,  under  this  Commonwealth :  the 
party,  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  shall  neverthe- 
less be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  pun- 
ishment according  to  law. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Of  the  Judiciary. 

Section  I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  Commonwealth 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  in  courts  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  in  a  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  Orphans'  Court,  Register's  Court,  and 
a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  each 
county;  in  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such  other  courts 
as  the  legislature  may  from  time  to  time  establish. 

Sec.  II.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the 
several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  such  other 
courts  of  record  as  are  or  shall  be  established  by  law, 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  and  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  senate  appointed  and  commissioned 
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by  him.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  if  they  shall 
so  long  behave  themselves  well.  The  president  judges 
of  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  of  such 
other  courts  of  record  as  are  or  shall  be  established 
by  law,  and  all  other  judges  required  to  be  learned  in 
the  law,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  ten 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well. 
The  associate  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five  years,  if 
they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well.  But  for 
any  reasonable  cause  which  shall  not  be  sufficient 
ground  of  impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any 
of  them  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch 
of  the  legislature.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  the  president  of  the  several  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  shall  at  stated  times  receive  for  their  services 
an  adequate  compensation  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in 
office,  but  they  shall  receive  no  fee  or  perquisites  of 
office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under  this 
Commonwealth.^ 

'Sec.  III.  Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  shall  continue  as  at  present  estab- 
lished. Not  more  than  five  counties  shall  at  any  time 
be  included  in  one  judicial  district  organized  for  said 
courts. 

Sec.  IV.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  extend  over  the  State;  and  the  judges  thereof, 
shall  by  virtue  of  their  officesi,  be  justices  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  in  the  several 
counties. 

Sec.  V.  The  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
in  each  county,  shall  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  jus- 
tices of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery, 
for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders  therein ;  any 
two  of  the  said  judges,  the  president  being  one,  shall 
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be  a  quorum :  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  or  Jail  Delivery,  in  any  county,  when 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
be  sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  party  accused,  as 
well  as  the  Commonwealth,  may,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indict- 
ment and  proceedings,  or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the 
Supreme  Court. 

iSec.  VI.  The  Supreme  Court,  and  the  several  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas,  shall,  beside  the  powers  heretofore 
usually  exercised  by  them,  have  the  power  of  a  Court 
of  Chancery,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  perpetuating  of 
testimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not 
within  the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  persons  and  es- 
tates of  those  who  are  non  compotes  mentis.  'And  the 
legislature  shall  vest  in  the  said  courts  such  other 
powers  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  shall  be  found  nec- 
essary: and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  di- 
minish those  powers  or  vest  them  in  such  other  courts 
as  they  shall  judge  proper,  for  the  due  administra- 
tion of  justice. 

Sec.  VII.  The  judges  of  the  Court  ^f  Common  Pleas 
of  each  county,  anj^  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum, 
shall  compose  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  and  Orphans'  Court  thereof;  and  the  register 
of  wills,  together  with  the  said  judges,  or  any  two  of 
them,'  shall  compose  the  Register's  Court  of  each 
county. 

Sec.  VIII.  The  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  shall,  within  their  respective  counties,  have  the 
like  powers  with  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before 
them,  and  the  like  right  and  justice  to  be  done. 

Sec.  IX.  The  president  of  the  court  in  each  circuit 
within  such  circuit,  and  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  within  their  respective  counties,  shall 
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be  justices  of  the  peace,  so  far  as  relates  to  criminal 
matters. 

Sec.  X.  A  register's  office,  for  the  probate  of  wills 
and  granting  letters  of  administration,  and  an  office 
for  the  recording  of  deeds,  shall  be  kept  in  each 
county. 

Sec.  XI.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be  "The  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania."  All  prosecutions  shall 
be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  conclude 
"against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same." 

•   ARTICLE  VI. 

Of  Sheriffs  and  Coronersi. 

Section  I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  shall,  at  the  times 
and  places  of  elections  of  representatives,  be  chosen 
by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  One  person  shall  be 
chosen  for  each  office,  who  shall  be  commissioned  by 
the  governor.  They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three 
years,  if  they  shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well, 
and  until  a  successor  be  duly  qualified;  but  no  person 
shall  be  twice  chosen  or  appointed  sheriff  in  any  term 
of  six  years.  Vacancies  in  either  of  the  said  offices 
shall  be  filled  by  an  appointment,  to  be  made  by  the 
governor,  to  continue  until  the  next  general  election, 
and  until  a  successor  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  as 
aforesaid. 

Of  the  Militia. 

Sec.  II.  The  freemen  of  this  Commonwealth  shall 
be  armed,  organized  and  disciplined  for  its  defence, 
when  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 
Those  who  conscientiously  scruple  to  bear  arms,  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent 
for  personal  service. 
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Of  Prothonotaries,  Clerks,  &c. 

Sec.  III.  Prothonotaries  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  said  court  for  the  term  of  three 
years  if  they  so  long  behave  themselves  well.  Pro- 
thonotaries and  clerks  of  the  several  other  courts,  re- 
corders of  deeds,  and  registers  of  wills,  shall  at  the 
times  and  places  of  election  of  representatives,  be  elect- 
ed by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  county,  or  the  dis- 
tricts over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  said  courts  ex- 
tends, and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  governor. 
They  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years  if  they 
shall  so  long  behave  themselves  well,  and  until  their 
successors  shall  be  duly  qualified.  The  legislature 
shall  provide  by  law,  the  number  of  persons  la  each 
county  who  shall  hold  said  offices,  and  how  many  and 
which  of  said  offices  shall  be  held  by  one  person.  Va- 
cancies in  any  of  the  said  offices  shall  be  filled  by 
appointments  to  be  made  by  the  governor,  to  continue 
until  the  next  general  election,  and  until  successors 
shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  IV.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace  and 
orphans'  courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  registers  of  wills, 
and  sheriffs,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the  county  town 
of  the  county  in  which  they,  respectively,  shall  be  of- 
ficers, unless  when  the  Governor  shall  for  special  rea- 
sons, dispense  therewith,  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
five  years  after  the  county  shall  have  been  erected. 

Of  Commissions. 

See.  V.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and  signed  by 
the  Governor. 

Of  the  State  Treasurer. 

Sec.  Vic  A  State  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally, by  joint  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 
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Of  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Aldermen. 

Sec.  VII.  Justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  shall 
be  elected  in  the  several  wards,  boroughs  and  town- 
ships, at  the  time  of  the  election  of  constables,  by  the 
qualified  voters  thereof,  in  such  number  as  shall  be 
directed  by  law,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the 
Governor  for  a  term  of  five  years;  but  no  township, 
ward  or  borough  shall  elect  more  than  two  justices  of 
the  peace  or  aldermen  without  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  qualified  electors  within  such  township, 
ward  or  borough. 

Officers  to  be  Provided  for  by  Law. 

Sec.  VIII.  All  officers  whose  election  or  appoint- 
ment is  not  provided  for  in  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
elected  or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  No 
person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office  within  any 
county  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  in- 
habitant therein  one  year  next  before  his  appointment, 
if  the  county  shall  have  been  so  long  erected;  but  if 
it  shall  not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within  the 
limits  of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which  it  shall 
have  been  taken.  No  member  of  Congress  from  this 
state,  or  any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office 
or  appointment  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United 
States,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise  any 
office  in  this  state,  to  which  a  salary  is,  or  fees  or  per- 
quisites are  by  law  annexed;  and  the  Legislature  may 
by  law  declare  what  state  offices  are  incompatible. 
No  member  of  the  senate  or  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  any  office 
during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Tenure  of  Office. 

Sec.  IX.   All  officers  for  a  term  of  years  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  terms  respectively  specified,  only 
on  the  condition  that  they  so  long  behave  themselves 
33— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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well;    and  shall   be   removed   on   conviction    of   mis- 
behaviour in  office  or  of  any  infamous  crime. 

Of  Duels. 

Sec.  X.  Any  person  who  shall,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  Convention  to 
the  Constitution,  fight  a  duel  or  send  a  challenge  for 
that  purpose,  or  be  aider  or  abettor  in  fighting  a  duel, 
shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  any  office 
of  honour  or  profit  in  this  State,  and  shall  be  pun- 
ished otherwise  in  s-uch  manner  as  is,  or  may  be,  pre- 
scribed by  law;  but  the  executive  may  remit  the  said 
offence  and  all  its  disqualifications. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Of  Public  Schools. 

Section  I.  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  provide  by  law  for  the  establishment 
of  schools  throughout  the  state,  in  such  manner  that 
the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis. 

Of  Seminaries  of  Learning. 

Sec.  II.  The  arts  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted  in 
one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning. 

Of  Religious  Societies  and  Corporate  Bodies. 

Sec.  III.  The  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  and  es- 
tates of  religious  societies  and  corporate  bodies  shall 
remain  as  if  the  Constitution  of  this  state  had  not  been 
altered  or  amended. 

Sec.  IV.  The  Legislature  shall  not  invest  any  cor- 
porate body  or  individual  with  the  privilege  of  tak- 
ing private  property  for  public  use,  without  requiring 
such  corporation  or  individual  to  make  compensation 
to  the  owners  of  said  property,  or  give  adequate  se- 
curity therefor,  before  such  property  shall  be  taken. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Of  the  Oath  of  Office. 

Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers, 
executive  and  judicial,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  af- 
firmation, to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices  with  fidelity. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Of  the  Declaration  of  Rights. 

That  the  general,  great,  and  essential  principles  of 
liberty  and  free  government  may  be  recognised  and 
unalterably  established,  WE  DECLARE  THAT 

Section  I.  All  men  are  born  equally  free  and  inde- 
pendent, and  have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible 
rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring  possessing  and  pro- 
tecting property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their 
own  happiness.     [See  4  Dall.  258,  260.] 

Sec.  II.  All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all 
free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and 
instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and  happiness; — For 
the  advancement  of  these  ends,  they  have,  at  all  times, 
an  unalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  re- 
form or  abolish  their  government,  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  III.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible 
right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  consciences;  no  man  can,  of  right, 
be  compelled  to  attend,  erect,  or  support  any  place  of 
worship,  or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his  con- 
sent; no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever, 
control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience;  and 
no  preference  shall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  re- 
ligious establishments  or  modes  of  worship.  [17  S. 
&  R.  160.     2  Pa.  R.  417.     1  Pa.  R.  13.] 
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See.  IV.  No  person  who  acknowledges  the  being 
of  a  God  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, shall  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments, 
be  disqualified  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  or 
profit  under  this  Commonwealth.  [See  2  Co  wen,  433, 
n.  572,  n.     18  Johns.  98.     4  Am.  Jour.  286.] 

Sec.  V.   Elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 

Sec.  VI.  Trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and 
the  right  thereof  remain  inviolate.  [See  1  Binn.  416. 
8  Wheat.  674.     3  Paige,  75.] 

Sec.  VII.  The  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to  every 
person  who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature,  or  any  branch  of  government;  and 
no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof. 
The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is 
one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man;  and  every  citi- 
zen may  freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject, 
being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  In 
prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  papers  investigat- 
ing the  official  conduct  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  where  the  matter  published  is  proper  for 
public  information,  the  truth  thereof  may  be  given 
in  evidence:  And  in  all  indictments  for  libels,  the 
jury  shall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the 
facts,  under  the  direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other 
cases.     [See  3  Yeates,  520.] 

Sec.  VIII.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers  and  possessions,  from  unreason- 
able searches  and  seizures:  And  no  warrant  to  search 
any  place,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  things,  shall  issue, 
without  describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  with- 
out probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation 
[See  6  Binn.  316.     3  Cranch,  548,  453.] 

Sec.  IX.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused 
hath  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to 
demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  against 
him,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  to  have  com- 
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pulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favour, 
and,  in  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a 
speedy  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicin- 
age; he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against 
himself,  nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Sec.  X.  No  person  shall  for  any  indictable  offence, 
be  proceeded  against  criminally  by  information,  ex- 
cept in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in 
the  militia  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or 
public  danger,  or  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  oppression 
and  in  misdemeanor  in  office.  No  person  shall,  for  the 
same  ofl'ence,  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb; 
nor  shall  any  man's  property  be  taken  or  applied  to 
public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  representativesf, 
and  without  just  compensation  being  made.  [See  3 
Yeates,  362.  6  Binn.  509.  20  Johns.  735.  2  Ball.  312. 
2  Johns.  Ch.  R.  164.  1  S.  &  R.  514.  2  Raw.  448.  2 
Am.  Ju.  210.     12  Mass.  466.     1  Ashm.  417.] 

iSec.  XI.  All  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  man 
for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or 
reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  the  due  course  of 
law,  and  right  and  justice  administered,  without  sale, 
denial  or  delay.  Suits  may  be  brought  against  the 
Commonwealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts,  and 
in  such  cases  as  the  legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Sec.  XII.  No  power  of  suspending  laws  shall  be  ex- 
ercised,  unless  by  the   legislature,   or  its  authority. 

Sec.  XIII.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  in- 
flicted. 

Sec.  XIV.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  suffi- 
cient sureties,  unless  for  capital  offences,  when  the 
proof  is  evident  or  presumption  great;  and  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspend- 
ed, unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  may  require  it. 
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Sec.  XV.  Ko  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or 
jail  delivery  shall  be  issued. 

Sec.  XYI.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is 
not  strong  presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  con- 
tinued in  prison,  after  delivering  up  his  estate  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  XVII.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  im- 
pairing contracts  shall  be  made.  [See  3  Dall.  386, 
396.  6  Binn.  271.  8  Wheat.  84,  92,  256.  5  Wheat. 
420.  4  W^heat.  122,  309,  518.  6  Wheat.  131.  12 
Wheat.  213.     16  Johns.  233.     13  Mass.  16.] 

'Sec.  XVIII.  No  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason 
or  felony  by  the  legislature. 

Sec.  XIX.  No  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of 
blood,  nor,  except  during  the  life  of  the  offender,  for- 
feiture of  estate  to  the  commonwealth;  the  estate  of 
such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their  own  lives,  shall  de- 
scend or  vest  as  in  case  of  natural  death;  and  if  any 
person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty,  there  shall  be  no 
forfeiture  by  reason  thereof. 

Sec.  XX.  The  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  to  assemble  together,  for  their  common  good, 
and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers  of  gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievances,  or  other  proper  pur- 
poses, by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

Sec.  XXI.  The  right  of  citizens  to  bear  arms,  in  de- 
fence  of  themselves  and  the  state,  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned. 

Sec.  XXII.  No  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature;  and 
the  military  shall,  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

'Sec.  XXIII.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
quartered  in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 
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Sec.  XXIV.  The  legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title 
of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  nor  create  any 
office  the  appointment  to  which  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  during  good  behaviour.     [See  1  Peters.  546.] 

Sec.  XXV.  Emigration  from  the  state  shall  not  be 
prohibited. 

Sec.  XXVI.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the 
higher  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  WE  DE- 
CLAKE,  that  every  thing  in  this  article  is  excepted 
out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  shall  for- 
ever remain  inviolate. 

AETICLE  X. 

Of  Amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  constitu- 
tion may  be  proposed  in  the  senate  or  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  entered 
on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  there- 
on, and  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  published  three  months  before  the  next 
election,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  every  county  in 
which  a  newspaper  shall  be  published;  and  if  in  the 
legislature  next  afterwards  chosen  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  house,  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  cause  the  same 
again  to  be  published  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time, 
at  least  three  months,  after  being  so  agreed  to  by  the 
two  houses  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe;  and  if 
the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment 
or  amendments  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  this  state  voting  thereon  such  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the  constitution; 
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but  no  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  people  oftener  than  once  in  five  years;  Provided, 
that  if  more  than  one  amendment  be  submitted,  they 
shall  be  submitted  in  such  manner  and  form,  that  the 
people  may  vote  for  or  against  each  amendment  sep- 
arately and  distinctly. 


SCHEDULE. 

That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  altera- 
ations  and  amendments  in  the  constitution  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  com- 
plete operation,  it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained, 
That, 

Section  I.  All  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  force 
at  the  time  when  the  said  alterations  and  amendments 
in  the  said  constitution  shall  take  effect,  and  not  in- 
consistent therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prosecu- 
tions, claims,  and  contracts  as  well  of  individuals  as 
of  bodies  corporate,  shall  continue  as  if  the  said  al- 
terations and  amendments  had  not  been  made. 

Sec.  II.  The  alterations  and  amendments  in  the 
said  constitution  shall  take  effect  from  the  first  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

Sec.  III.  The  clauses,  sections,  and  articles  of  the 
said  constitution,  which  remain  unaltered,  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  construed  and  have  effect  as  if  the  said 
constitution  had  not  been  amended. 

> 

Sec.  IV.  The  general  assembly  which  shall  con- 
vene in  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
shall  continue  its  session,  as  heretofore,  notwithstand- 
ing the  provision  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the  first 
article,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  regarded  as  the  first 
general  assembly  under  the  amended  constitution. 

Sec.  V.  The  governor  who  shall  be  elected  in  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  shall  be  in- 
augurated on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January,  eighteen 
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hundred  and  thirty-nine,  to  which  time  the  present 
executive  term  is  hereby  extended. 

Sec.  VI.  The  commissions  of  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  who  may  be  in  office  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next,  shall  expire  in  the  following  manner: 
The  commission  which  bears  the  earliest  date  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  first  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two;  the  commis- 
sion next  dated  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five;  the  commission  next  dated  shall  ex- 
pire on  the  first  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight;  the 
commission  next  dated  shall  expire  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one;  and  the  commission  last  dated 
shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

Sec.  VII.  The  commissions  of  the  president  judges 
of  the  several  judicial  districts  and  of  the  associate 
law  judges  of  the  first  judicial  district  shall  expire  as 
follows:  The  commissions  of  one-half  of  those  who 
shall  have  held  their  offices  ten  years  or  more  at  the 
adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  shall 
expire  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine;  the  commis- 
sions of  the  other  half  of  those  who  shall  have  held 
their  offices  ten  years  or  more  at  the  adoption  of  the 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  shall  expire  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two ;  the  first  half  to  embrace  those 
whose  commissions  shall  bear  the  oldest  date.  The 
commissions  of  all  the  remaining  judges  who  shall  not 
have  held  their  offices  for  ten  years  at  the  adoption  of 
the  amendments  to  the  constitution  shall  expire  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February  next  after  the  end^ 
of  ten  years  from  the  date  of  their  commissions. 

Sec.  VIII.    The  recorders  of  the  several  mayors' 
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courts,  and  other  criminal  courts  in  this  common- 
wealth, shall  be  appointed  for  the  same  time,  and  in 
the  same  manner,  as  the  president  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral judicial  districts;  of  those  now  in  office,  the  com- 
mission oldest  in  date  shall  expire  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  and  the  others  every  two  years  there- 
after according  to  their  respective  dates.  Those  old- 
est in  date  expiring  first. 

Sec.  IX.  The  legislature  at  its  first  session  under  the 
amended  constitution,  shall  divide  the  other  associate 
judges  of  the  state  into  four  classes.  The  commissions 
of  those  of  the  first  class  shall  expire  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty; 
of  those  of  the  second  class  on  the  twenty-seventh 
day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one;  of 
those  of  the  third  class  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two;  and  those 
of  the  fourth  class  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three.  The  said 
classes  from  the  first  to  the  fourth  shall  be  arranged 
according  to  the  seniority  of  the  commissions  of  the 
several  judges. 

Sec.  X.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  several  courts 
(except  of  the  supreme  court),  recorders  of  deeds  and 
registers  of  wills,  shall  be  first  elected  under  the 
amended  constitution,  at  the  election  of  representa- 
tives in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

'Sec.  XT.  The  appointing  power  shall  remain  as  here- 
tofore, and  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  execu- 
tive department  shall  continue  in  the  exercise  of  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices  until  the  legislature 
shall  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  required  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  amended  constitu- 
'  tion,  and  until  appointments  shall  be  made  under  such 
laws;  unless  their  commissions  shall  be  superseded 
by  new  appointments,  or  shall  sooner  expire  by  their 
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own  limitations,  or  the  said  offices  shall  become  vacant 
by  death  or  resignation,  and  such  laws  shall  be  enacted 
by  the  first  legislature  under  the  amended  constitution, 
^ec.  XII.  The  first  election  for  aldermen  and  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  shall  be  held  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty,  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  election 
of  constables.  The  legislature  at  its  first  session  under 
the  amended  constitution  shall  provide  for  the  said 
election  and  for  subsequent  similar  elections.  The 
aldermen  and  justices  of  the  peace  now  in  commission, 
or  who  may  in  the  interim  be  appointed,  shall  continue 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  until 
fifteen  days  after  the  day  which  shall  be  fixed  by  law 
for  the  isisuing  of  new  commissions,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time,  their  commissions  shall  expire.    . 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  the  amended  con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania,  as  agreed  to  in  conven- 
tion. We  the  officers  and  members  of  the  conven- 
tion have  hereunto  signed  our  names,  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  sixty-second. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 

Daniel  Agnew  Chas.  Brown 

Wm.  Ayres  >  Jeremiah  Brown 

M.  W.  Baldwin  William  Brown 

Ephraim  Banks  Pierce  Butler 

John  Y.  Barclay  Samuel  Carey 

elacob  Barndolar  John  Cummin 

Chas.  A.  Barnitz  Thomas  S  Cunningham 

Andrew  Bedford  William   Curll 

Thos.  S.  Bell  Wm.  Darlington 

James  Cornell  Biddle  George  Chambers 

Lebbeus  L.  Bigelow  John  Chandler 

Saml.  0.  Bonham  Jos.  R.  Chandler 
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Ch.  Chauncey 
Nathaniel  Clapp 
James  Clarke 
John  Clarke 
William  Clark 
A.  J.  Cline 
Lindley  Coates 
R.  E.  Cochran 
Thos.  P.  Cope 
Joshua  F.  Cox 
Walter  Craig 
Richd.  M.  Crain 
Geo.  T.  Crawford 
Cornelius  Crum 
Benjn.  Martin 
John  J.  M'Cahen 
E.  T.  M'Dowell 
James  M'Sherry 
Mark  Darrah 
Harmar  Denny 
John  Dickey 
Joshua  Dickerson 
Jacob  Dillinger 
Jas.  Donegan 
J.  R.  Donnell 
Joseph  M.  Doran 
James  Dunlop 
Thomas  Earle 
D.  M.  Farrelly 
Robt.  Fleming 
Walter  Forward 
John  Foulkrod 
Joseph  Fry,  Jr. 
John  Fuller 
John  A.  Gamble 
William  Gearhart 
David  Gilmore 


Virgil   Grenell 

William  L.  Harris 

Thomas  Hastings 

Ezra  S.  Hayhurst  • 

Wm.  Hays 

Abm.  Helfenstein 

M.  Henderson 

Wm.  Henderson 

Wm.  Hiester 

William  High 

Jos.  Hopkinson 

John  Houpt 

Jabez  Hyde 

Charles  Jared  Ingersoll 

Phs.  Jenks 

George  M.  Keim 

James  Kennedy 

Aaron  Kerr 

Jos.  Konigmacher 

Jacob  Krebs 

H.  G.  Long 

David  Lyons 

Alex  Magee 

Joel  K.  Mann 

W.  M.  Meredith 

James  Merrill 

T^vi  Merkel 

Wm.  L.  Miller 

James  Montgomery 

Christian  Meyers 

D.  Nevin 

Wm.  Overfield 

Hiram  Payne 

Matthias  Pennypacker 

James  Porter 

James  Madison  Porter 

Saml.  A.  Purviance 
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E.  C.  Reigart 
A.  H.  Read 
Geo.  W.  Riter 
Jno.  Riter 
H.  Gold  Rogers 
Samuel  Royer 
James  M.  Russell 
Daniel  Saeger 
John  Morin  Scott 
Tobias  Sellers 
G.  Seltzer 
Geo.  Serrill 
Henry  Scheetz 
George  Shilleto 
Thomas  H.  Sill 


Geo.  Smith 

AV  m.  Smyth 

Joseph  Snively 

Jno.  B.  Sterigere 

Jacob  Stickel 

Ebenezer  W.  Sturdevant 

Thomas  Taggart 

Morgan  J.  Thomas 

James  Todd 

Thomas  Weaver 

Jacob  B.  Weidman 

R.  G.  White 

Geo.  W.  Woodward 

R.  Young 

James  Polock 


Attest,  S.  Shoch,  Secretary. 
G.  L.  Fans, 
J.  Williams, 


Assistant  Secretaries. 
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DAVID  RITTENHOUSE 

PORTER.. 

Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 
1839-1845. 
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Chapter  IV. 
DAVID  RITTENHOUSE  PORTER. 
Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
1839-1845. 


BORN  IN  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  NEAR  NOR- 
rlstown,  in  1788,  Governor  Porter  was  the  son 
of  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Revolutionary 
forces,  who  declined  the  offices  of  Brigadier  General 
in  the  Army  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  was  for  several 
years  Surveyor  General  of  Pennsylvania.  A  brother  be- 
came Governor  of  Michigan,  another  was  a  member  of 
President  Tyler's  Cabinet,  and  still  others  attained  to 
dignity  and  prominence  in  their  several  communities. 
He  was  himself  educated  at  an  academy  in  Norris- 
town  and  contemplated  a  course  at  Princeton  when 
the  destruction  of  that  institution  by  fire  put  an  end 
to  his  plans.  He  then  became  his  father's  assistant 
in  the  Surveyor  General's  office,  and  at  the  same  time 
pursued  the  study  of  law;  his  health  being  inade- 
quate to  these  duties  he  determined  to  engage  in  more 
active  pursuits  and  hit  upon  the  iron  business,  in 
which,  however,  he  was  not  successful. 

In  1819  and  1820,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature 
as  the  representative  from  Huntingdon  county.  On 
his  retirement  from  the  House,  he  was  appointed  Pro- 
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thonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Huntingdon 
County,  to  which  were  afterwards  added  the  positions 
of  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Register  of  Wills.  In  1836 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  where  his  ability, 
breadth  of  information  and  sound  judgment  soon  gave 
him  great  influence  in  all  matters  of  legislation,  par- 
ticularly in  connection  with  public  works. 

In  1838,  he  was  elected  Governor,  the  election  being 
disputed  by  the  Anti-Masonic  party;  much  disorder 
resulted  for  some  time  in  connection  with  the  organ- 
ization of  the  House  upon  which  hinged  the  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute,  the  disturbances  being  known  as 
the  "Buck-shot  War."  His  administration,  however, 
was  so  satisfactory  to  the  people,  that  he  was  re- 
elected in  1841  by  a  majority  nearly  four  times  that 
of  his  first  election. 

He  devoted  much  study  to  the  subject  of  the  de- 
velopment of  transportation  lines, — the  improvement 
of  waterways  and  the  construction  of  railways.  His 
allusion  to  the  future  construction  of  a  through  rail- 
way line  from  the  Atlantic  coast  to  St.  Louis  by  way  of 
Pittsburgh  and  through  Ohio  and  Indiana,  was  made 
the  subject  of  much  partisan  ridicule  at  this  time,  but 
he  lived  to  go  over  just  such  a  route  without  change  of 
cars  himself. 

The  financial  depression  consequent  upon  the  over- 
issue of  paper  money  by  the  state  banks  produced  a 
condition  of  monetary  stringency  which  had  a  serious 
effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  but  through  his  un- 
remitting efforts,  assisted  by  tha^  legislature,  confi- 
dence was  again  restored. 
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The  riots  in  Philadelphia  in  1844  consequent  upon 
the  so-called  "American  Republican  Associations," 
whose  tenets  comprised  the  exclusion  of  foreigners 
from  public  office,  the  retention  of  the  bible  in  the 
schools,  and  greater  severity  in  the  requirements  for 
naturalization,  demanded  a  high  degree  of  diplomacy. 
Conflicts  between  the  foreign  elements  and  the  civil 
authorities  and  later  between  the  foreigners  and  the 
militia,  in  which  some  were  killed  and  many  injured, 
had  contributed  to  the  seriousness  of  the  situation 
and  pacification  had  passed  beyond  the  power  of  the 
local  authorities.  Governor  Porter,  however  thrust 
himself  into  the  breach  and  by  the  exercise  of  his 
personal  influence  succeeded  in  quelling  the  disturb- 
ance. 

Soon  after  this  his  term  of  office  expired  by  consti- 
tutional limitation  and  he  retired  to  private  life, 
where  for  many  years  he  continued  to  exercise  a  strong 
but  salutary  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  local  and 
national  interest.  His  death  occurred  in  1867.  His 
terms  of  office  as  Governor  extended  from  January 
15,  1839,  to  January  21,  1845. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  Francis  R.  Shunk  to  be  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT 
I  have,  on  this  day,  appointod  and  commissioned 
Francis  R.  Shunk  to  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, agreeably  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  constitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Your  most  ob't  serv't., 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Harrisburg,  January  14,  1839. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Financial  Condition 

of  the   Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  MONEY  IN  THE  TREASURY  OF  THE 
Commonwealth  being  inadequate  to  discharge 
demands  upon  it,  now  due,  and  that  will  become 
due  on  the  1st  of  February  next,  I  conceive  it  to  be 
my  imperative  duty,  to  call  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Legislature  to  this  subject.  It  is  almost  su- 
perfluous to  remark,  that  the  credit,  the  faith,  and 
the  honor  of  the  State,  will  all  be  deeply  affected, 
unless,  by  the  prompt  action  of  the  Legislature,  this 
deficiency  should  be  supplied. 

It  would  be  an  everlasting  stigma  upon  the  fair 
fame  of  Pennsylvania,  if,  with  her  vast  resources  and 
her  abundant  means  to  perform  all  her  engagements, 
she  should  permit  her  creditors,  for  a  single  hour,  to 
knock  at  the  door  of  an  empty  treasury. 
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Every  consideration  of  duty  and  of  policy,  requires 
at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive,  the 
most  unfaltering  fidelity  to  the  public  engagements. 
Nothing  is  gained  by  postponing  the  time  of  action, 
for  it  must  eventually  arrive.  The  policy  is  as  un- 
wise as  the  spirit  is  unworthy  of  statesmen,  to  sur- 
render to  our  successors  the  performance  of  duties 
that  justly  devolve  on  ourselves. 

I  will  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth,  so  far  as  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  connected  with  your  deliberations  on  the  sub- 
ject; premising,  that  I  have  derived  most  of  my  fiscal 
information  from  those  official  documents  which  are 
already  before  you,  and  which  are  presumed  to  fur- 
nish accurate  statements  of  the  several  matters  to 
which  they  respectively  relate.  I  have  so  recently 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  people,  that  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  possess  the  familiar  practical  knowledge  of 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  can 
only  be  acquired  by  an  active  official  participation 
in  all  their  detailed  operations.  I  have,  however,  de- 
voted to  the  subject,  that  careful  and  scrupulous  at- 
tention due  alike  to  its  importance,  and  to  the  just 
expectation  of  the  Legislature  that  no  Executive  com- 
munication will  be  submitted  to  it,  in  the  accuracy 
of  which,  implicit  confidence  may  not  be  reposed. 

In  order  to  present  a  full  and  satisfactory  view  of 
the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  will  lay  before 
you,  in  the  first  place,  the  entire  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  composed  of  permanent,  temporary,  and  condi- 
tional loans,  together  with  the  estimated  value  of  the 
public  property,  consisting  of  stocks,  canals,  rail  roads, 
&c.,  Viz: 
Debts   contracted   for   public  improve 

ments  by  canals  and  rail  roads,  .  . .  |22,229,003  32 
Loans  not  relating  to  canals  and  rail 

roads,    1,680,000  00 
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.  Loans  for  Eastern  Penitentiary,  by  act 

of  21st  March,  1831, 120,000  00 

Loan  for  Union  Canal  Company,  by  act 

of  1st  March,  1833,   200,000  00 

Temporary  loan  by  act  of  16th  June, 

1836, 200,000  00 

Temporary  loan  by  act  of  14th  April, 
1838,     800,000  00 

Debts  due  on  appropriations  to  miscel- 
laneous objects,   1,545,729  86 

Debts  due  by  appropriations  to  inter- 
nal improvements, 532,057  01 

Debt  due  United  States,  on  account  of 

conditional  loan  of  surplus  revenue,      1,867,514  78 

Amount  of  public  debt,   |30,174,304  97 

Public  Property. 

The  public  works,  canals,   rail  roads, 

i&c,     125,109,644  92 

Bank  stock,  2,108,700  00 

Turnpike  and  bridge  stock, 2,726,396  58 

Canal  and  navigation  stock, .....  528,000  00 

Rail   road  stock,    179,564  59 

Money  due  on  unpatented  lands, 1,000,000  00 

Estimated  value  of  public  prop- 
erty,      131,652,306  09 

It  is  right  to  remark  in  respect  to  this  statement, 
that  I  have  not  entered  upon  the  debit  side  an  item 
of.  1330,000,  a  sum  borrowed  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  item  of  |50,000,  borrowed  from 
the  Harrisburg  Bank  by  my  predecessor,  under  cir- 
cumstances explained  in  his  message,  on  the  assump- 
tion of  which  the  Legislature  has  not  yet  acted.     And 
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in  regard  to  the  estimated  value  of  the  public  works, 
canals,  rail  roads,  &c.,  it  is  doubted  verv  much  whether 
her  actual  value  is  not  far  greater  than  here  repre- 
sented.— The  estimate  refers  more  directly  to  their 
cost,  than  to  their  pres'cnt  value.  It  is  possible  that 
some  additional  liabilities  of  the  State  might  arise, 
if  the  Legislature  should  think  proper,  for  the  public 
good,  to  divest  any  corporations  created  by  authority 
of  this  Commonwealth,  of  the  privileges  granted  by 
law,  in  consideration  of  which  they  have  paid  bonuses 
into  the  public  Treasury.  This,  however,  must  be 
regarded  as  a  remote  contingency.  Of  the  foregoing 
public  debt,  the  amount  of  |5,945,201 .  65  has  been  con- 
tracted within  the  last  three  years,  exclusive  of  the 
items  above  referred  to,  and  not  charged. 

It  is  manifest,  from  this  view  of  the  entire 
amount  of  the  debts  and  resources  of  the  Common- 
wealth, that  her  means  are  ample  for  all  emergen- 
cies, although  a  portion  of  the  public  property  may 
not  be  immediately  available. 

The  principal  purpose  of  this  message  is,  however, 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances,  as  exhibited  by  the  following  statement  of 
monies  now  due,  or  becoming  due,  on  the  1st  Febru- 
ary next,  and  immediately  thereafter,  viz: 

Stock  loan  per  act  of  80th  March,  1824, 

payable  1st  January,  1839,  |220,000  00 

Interest  on  permanent  and  temporary 

loans,     602,250  00 

For  ordinary  repairs  on  public  improve-  • 

ments, 400,000  00 

Balance  due  of  appropriations  per  act 

of  14th  April,  1838, 242,864  23 


,465,114  23 
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To  which,  perhaps,  may  be  added  the 
sum  borrowed  for  repairs  of  canal  on 
Juniata  Division,  380,000  00 


,845,114  23 


The  Legislature  will  also  be  required 
at  its  present  session  to  make  provision 
to  pay  the  following  loans  and  de- 
mands on  the  Treasurv,  due  at  the 
time  specified: 

Stock  loan,  per  act  30th  March,  1824, 

due  1st  May  next, 380,000  00 

.  Stock  loan,  per  act  7th  December,  1829, 
and  4th  January,  1831,  due  1st  May 
next,      90,000  00 

Stock  loan,  per  act  11th  April,  1825, 
due  1st  January,  1840, 150,000  00 

Temporary   loan,   per   act   16th   June, 

1836,  due  in  June,  1839, 200,000  00 

Temporary  loan,  per  act  14th  April, 
1838,  due  at  various  times,  from  18th 
June  to  31st  October,  1839,   600,000  00 

Temporary  loan,  per  3d  section  act  14th 
April,  1838,  due  before  1st  January, 
•      1840,    200,000  00 

Interest  on  loans  due  on  or  before  1st 

August,  1839,    618,250  00 

Salaries  of  toll  collectors,  &c.,  remain- 
der of  year, 50,0C0  00 

Due  for  repaks,   , 77,080  97 

Expenses  of  motive  power, 233,563  82 

All  other  expenditures  (including  de- 
duction),           1,129,027  14 


15,573,036  16 
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!  ^'duct  auiounl  of  estimated  receipts 
for  remaiiiiug  part  of  year, 1,644,918  82 


Total  deficit  for  1839, |3,928,117  34 


It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  permanent  and  tem- 
joraiy  loans  falling  due  at  the  times  mentioned  in 
this  statement,  constitute  a  part  of  the  State  debt 
already  adverted  to,  and  by  providing  for  their  pay- 
ment the  aggregate  amount  is  not  increased. 

I  have  included  the  necessary  appropriation  for 
ordinary  repairs,  among  the  demands  to  be  provided 
for  on  the  Ist  Februarv,  because  it  is  a  fund  that 
should  be  at  all  times  in  readiness,  and  a  great  por- 
tion of  it  will  be  needed  as  soon  as  the  business  on 
the  improvements  commences  in  the  spring.  Provi 
sion  must  also  be  made  for  the  loan  falling  due  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1840,  by  the  Legislature  at  its 
present  session,  as  by  the  amended  Constitution  the 
meeting  of  the  next  Legislature  is  postponed  beyond 
the  day  of  jjayment. 

I  will  also  state  on  this  subject  that,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  a  number  of  gentlemen  deeply  interested  in 
the  transporting  business  on  our  public  improvements, 
I  was  induced  a  short  time  ago  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
amination of  the  portion  of  the  canal  and  slack  water 
navigation  recently  repaired  in  Huntingdon  county, 
and  am  satisfied  that  its  safety,  permanence  and  use- 
fulness, all  depend  on  its  receiving  the  speedy  and 
thorough  attention  of  the  Canal  Commissioners.  Un- 
less the  new  w(/rks  be  repaired,  and  in  some  places  re- 
constructed before  the  spring  freshets,  there  is  im- 
minent danger  that  a  considerable  portion  of  them 
will  b(?  again  swept  away. 

The  estimated  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the 
present  year,  with  the  exception  of  two  items,  amount- 
ing to  1225,000,  are  composed  of  the  ordinary  revenues 
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of  the  State  alone.  It  is  rendered  certain  that  the 
fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  from  the 
general  government  will  not  be  received,  nor  will  there 
be  bank  bonuses,  or  any  other  of  those  accidental  and 
extraordinary  means  of  replenishing  the  treasury, 
to  depend  upon,  w^hich  have  poured  into  it  about 
17,000,000,  during  the  last  three  years.  The  State 
must  rely  henceforth  on  her  fixed  and  certain,  but 
gradually  increasing  ordinary  revenues,  unless  loans 
or  taxation  be  deemed  advisable,  to  discharge  all  her 
liabilities,  and  to  complete  all  her  contemplated  im- 
provements. To  do  this  successfully,  rigid  but  en- 
lightened economy  should  be  consulted  in  all  her  ex^ 
penditures,  and  those  habits  of  lavish  and  ill-judged 
appropriations,  engendered  by  the  sudden  and  un- 
expected acquisition  of  public  money,  through  means 
which  can  seldom  if  ever  again  happen,  must  be 
promptly  corrected.  It  is  frequently  observed  in  the 
case  of  private  individuals,  that  the  sudden  acquisi- 
tion of  wealth  is  fatally  injurious  to  the  prudent 
habits  and  sound  morals  of  the  possessor.  It  is  more 
emphatically  true  in  the  case  of  government — corrup- 
tion creeps  in  unperceived,  through  a  thousand  chan- 
nels, and  eats  out  the  substance  of  the  people  before 
they  are  aware  of  its  stealthy  approach. 

Habits  of  improvident  profusion  grow  fashionable, 
which  are  difficult  to  eradicate,  and  those  who  recom- 
mend that  they  should  be  restrained  in  the  slightest 
degree,  are  stigmatized  as  parsimonious  and  illiberal. 
At  the  hazard  even  of  incurring  this  reproach,  I  would 
earnestly  invoke  your  undivided  attention  to  this 
branch  of  our  public  policy.  The  enormous  and  un- 
precedented deficit  in  the  treasury,  now  to  be  sup- 
I)lied,  is  an  instructive  commentary  on  its  practical 
results.  If  the  same  policy  that  has  brought  us  into 
this  condition  is  persisted  in,  it  must  effectually  par- 
alyze the  energies  of  this  great  State.  The  public 
debt  must  be  swelled  to  an  inordinate  amount,  or 
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• 

che  prosecution  of  our  valuable  system  of  public  im- 
provements must  be  suspended.  You  have  already 
a  balance  to  raise  of  more  than  |3,000,000,  before  you 
can  make  any  appropriations  whatever  to  the  comple- 
tion or  extension  of  any  of  the  unfinished  public  im- 
provements in  which  the  State  has  already  so  much 
unproductive  money  invested. 

The  question  is  then  submitted  entirely  to  your  con- 
sideration, to  determine  what  appropriations  to  new 
works  shall  be  made  at  the  present  session.  My  prede- 
cessor recommends  in  his  annual  message,  the  appro- 
priation of  at  least  the  following  sums,  to  the  follow- 
ing named  works,  viz: 

To  the  Erie  extension, |500,000  00 

North  Branch  canal,    500,000  00 

Gettysburg  rail  road,   300,000  00 

West  Branch  canal, 200,000  00 

Wisconisco  canal,    100,000  00 

Allegheny  feeder, 100,000  00 


The  Canal  Commissioners  in  their  report,  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  of  the  following  sums  to  the 
works  designated,  viz: 

To  the  Erie  Extension, $1,200,000  00 

North  Branch, 1,200,000  00 

Gettysburg:  rail  road, 600,000  00 

'Sinnemahoning  extension,  ....  300,000  00 

•Allegheny   feeder,    200,000  00 

Wisconisco  canal, 286,000  00 


13,786,000  00 


And  they  recommend  also,  that  the  further  sum  of 
$1,256,467.77  should  be  appropriated  for  the  "current 
year,  as  necessary  for  the  permanent  repair  and  pros- 
perity of  the  improvements."  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  thft  message  and  report  for  the  explanatory  informa- 
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tion  accompanying  these  several  recommendations. 
I  am  not  aware  of  having  in  my  power,  any  com- 
munication to  make  that  would  materially  aid  your 
deliberations  on  this  head,  except  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  of  providing,  by  some  judicious 
prospective  legislation,  not  only  for  the  payment  of 
the  appropriations  that  may  be  made  at  the  present 
session,  but  for  the  mode  of  obtaining  money  hereafter, 
when  needful,  to  continue  and  complete  the  works  to 
which  such  appropriations  are  applied.  The  sums  ap- 
propriated, have  usually  been  exhausted  before  the 
next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  those  engaged 
in  the  construction  of  our  public  works,  have  been 
compelled  to  make  sacrifices  to  enable  them  to  prose- 
cute their  labors,  or  to  dismiss  their  workmen,  until 
funds  be  provided  by  law.  Many  months  elapse  be- 
fore legislative  action  can  be  had  on  the  subject,  and 
before  the  negotiation  of  the  necessary  loan,  when  au- 
thorized, the  work  is  frequently  abandoned  by  the  con- 
tractor, or  his  workmen  have  sought  employment  else- 
where, and  by  the  time  the  requisite  funds  are  obtained 
operations  are  to  be  commenced  anew;  and  thus  it 
may  be  fairly  assumed,  that  our  public  improvements 
have  cost  perhaps  thirty  per  cent,  more  than  they 
would  have  done,  if  timely  provision  to  continue  their 
prosecution  had  been  made.  If  the  contractor  knew 
beforehand,  what  amount  of  money  he  might  rely 
upon  as  forthcoming,  when  wanted,  he  could  make  his 
arrangements  accordingly,  to  his  own  and  the  public 
advantage.  The  work  would  progress  with  greater 
facility,  and  of  consequence  enable  contractors  to 
do  it  cheaper  and  more  expeditiously  than  hereto- 
fore. The  public  faith  would  at  all  times  be  regarded 
as  sacred,  and  the  contractors  (a  class  of  men  who  have 
certainly  had  some  cause  to  complain),  would  be  es- 
sentially benefited  by  the  adoption  of  this  policy,  and 
also  the  numerous  laborers  and  artizans,  by  whose  in 
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valuable  services  our  great  improvements  have  beeu 
constructed,  would  be  in  a  good  degree  secured  from 
the  suffering  and  destitution  too  often  inflicted  upon 
them  by  the  failures  of  the  contractors  on  our  public 
works. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  in  future,  1 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  enact- 
ment of  'a  law  authorizing  the  Governor,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  internal  im- 
provement fund  and  Canal  Commissioners,  or  under 
such  other  checks  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  to 
borrow  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  several  lines  of  improvements 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature,  whenever 
the  appropriations  to  the  same  may  happen  to  become 
exhausted.  Kequiring,  of  course,  that  the  money  so 
obtained  be  placed  in  the  treasury  of  the  common- 
wealth, disbursed  and  accounted  for  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law. 

It  would  be  expedient  that  the  sum  which  might  be 
so  obtained,  should  be  limited  to  a  reasonable  amount, 
and  that  the  rate  of  interest  and  terms  of  the  loan, 
should  be  strictly  defined.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
adoption  of  any  other  principles  of  action  in  relation  to 
the  prosecution  of  our  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, cannot  be  prudent  and  salutary.  The  measures 
themselves  must  fluctuate  often,  the  works  progress 
tardily,  and  the  expense  of  their  construction  be  much 
increased.  Nor  can  I  omit  suggesting  further  to  you 
the  obviously  sound  policy  of  looking  in  your  legisla- 
tive action  to  the  speedy  completion  of  the  main  lines 
of  improvements  between  the  eastern  and  western  ex- 
tremities of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Erie  extension 
to  the  lakes,  and  the  North  Branch  canal,  leading  into 
the  flourising  western  counties  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  The  instant  these  works  are  finished,  the  trade 
upon  them  must  be  augm(  nted  in  a  manifold  degree. 
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The  State  has  already  large  sums  invested  in  them, 
from  which  she  will  realize  no  returns  of  consequence 
till  they  are  finished.  Other  works  of  undoubted  util- 
ity, leading  directly  into  these  principal  highways  to 
market,  will  next  deserve  attention;  but  in  what  re- 
spect the  Gettysburg  rail  road  claims  to  rank  in  the 
first,  or  even  in  the  second  of  these  classes,  is  more 
than  I  can  discover.  It  is  well  worth  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  whether  in  the  present 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  State, 
that  work  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  till  some  more 
auspicious  season  for  resuming  it  arrives.  On  no  part 
of  our  system  of  improvements  has  public  opinion 
been  more  emphatically  pronounced.  If  completed, 
its  advantage  to  Pennsylvania  is  questionable,  if  in- 
deed it  be  not  absolutely  useless — its  commencement 
was  injudicious — the  cost  of  its  construction  is  enor- 
mous, and  should  it  be  abandoned,  the  only  disad- 
vantage will  be  the  loss  of  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
now  irretrievably  consumed  by  it,  which  will  be  vastly 
increased  if  the  state  perseveres  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work.  I  respectfully  submit  this  subject  to 
the  candor  and  good  sense  of  the  legislature,  believ- 
ing that  its  further  prosecution  at  present  is  not  war- 
ranted by  either  prudence  or  patriotism. 

Being  decidedly  in  favor  myself  of  a  judicious  and 
comprehensive  system  of  public  improvements,  reach- 
ing all  practicable  points,  and  accommodating  all  sec- 
tions of  the  commonwealth  alike,  I  should  be  happy  to 
co-operate  with  the  Legislature  in  completing  it  at  the 
earliest  possible  day,  and  would  rejoice  to  become  in- 
strumental in  carrying  such  a  system  into  speedy  oper- 
ation; but,  finding  the  Treasury  in  a  situation  that 
seems  to  forbid  all  hope  of  engaging  in  that  undertak- 
ing until  our  fiscal  concerns  are  restored  to  a  sound 
and  healthy  state,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Legis- 
lature the  impolicy  of  applying  the  funds  of  the  Com 
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monwealth,  at  the  present  time,  to  any  other  works 
than  the  main  lines  and  their  immediate  tributaries. 
It  cannot  be  long  before  the  increasing  ordinary  reve- 
nue arising  from  the  tolls  of  the  canals  and  rail  roads 
of  the  Commonwealth,  will  defray  all  the  expenses 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  repair  and  pay  the  interest 
of  the  money  expended  in  their  construction.  Then 
will  the  State,  for  all  practical  purposes,  be  free  from 
debt  and  be  fully  able  to  undertake,  without  fear  of 
embarrassment,  the  extension  and  completion  of  her 
noble  improvement  system  until  it  touches  every  coun- 
ty within  her  extensive  limits  and  returns  to  their  citi- 
zens the  entire  sum  of  their  contributions,  to  the  sys- 
tem in  its  commencement  and  progressive  advance  to- 
wards their  own  homes.  I  cannot  close  this  brief  refer- 
ence  to  our  system  of  public  improvements  without  in- 
viting the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  two  subjects, 
which,  though  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
leading  object  of  this  communication,  are  yet  so  es- 
sentially necessary  to  the  full  fruition  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  our  main  lines  of  canals  and  rail 
roads  between  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of 
the  Commonwealth,  as  to  awaken  the  earnest  solici- 
tude of  every  true  Pennsylvanian.  I  allude  to  the 
removal  of  the  obstructions  to  steamboat  navigation 
in  the  Allegheny,  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  from 
Pittsburg  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  Pittsburg 
up  the  Allegheny  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  found 
practicable  by  the  survey  authorized  under  direction 
of  the  General  Government,  and  to  the  construction 
of  a  continuous  rail  road  from  the  city  of  Pittsburg 
through  or  near  the  Capitols  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, to  some  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  at  or  near 
St.  Louis. 

By  the  completion  of  those  important  undertaking, 
a  great  amount  of  business  would  be  at  once  thrown 
upon  our  improvements.     The  merchandise  of  various 
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kinds  from  the  eastern  states,  and  the  agricultural 
and  mineral  productions  uf  the  rich  and  flourishing 
southern  and  western  states,  that  would  pass  through 
Pennsylvania,  must  be  far  beyond  any  present  compu- 
tation. The  rapidly  increasing  trade  of  the  lakes,  too, 
which  is  fast  outstripping  the  hopes  of  the  most  san- 
guine, would  descend  the  Allegheny  river  and  con- 
tribute largely  to  swell  the  business  of  our  canals  and 
rail-roads.  The  tolls  on  our  main  lines  would  be  so 
much  increased  as  to  amply  sustain  the  less  profitable 
portions  of  our  system,  without  rendering  it  necessary 
to  make  the  slightest  addition  to  the  State  debt,  or 
to  any  of  the  burthens  imposed  on  the  people.  The 
trade  of  the  growing  and  prosperous  cities  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg  would  be  immensely  multiplied, 
and  the  southern  and  western  states  themselves,  now 
feeling  the  want  of  such  mediums  of  communication 
to  an  uuijaralleled  extent,  would  receive  an  impulse 
of  no  ordinary  influence  upon  their  prosperity  and 
greatness.  A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  Union,  will 
convince  every  many  of  the  importance  of  these  im- 
provements to  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  to  the  vast 
regions  of  country  of  unsurpassed  fertility  and  min- 
eral wealth,  which  would  find  the  canals  and  rail  roads 
of  this  State  their  direct  highwavs  to  market.  In 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  views  herein  expressed,  I 
respectfully  recommend  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
proper  steps  to  enlist  the  General  Government  in  the 
project  of  clearing  out  the  obstructions  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  by  steamboats 
from  Pittsburg,  which  is  a  port  of  entry,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico ;  and  also  from  Pittsburg  up  the  Allegheny 
to  such  point  as  may  be  fixed  in  the  survey,  authorized 
by  act  of  Congress,  as  the  termination  of  steamboat 
navigation.  The  prosecution  of  such  works  as  these, 
by  the  National  Government,  falls  directly  and  prop- 
erly  within  its   legitimate  power,   according   to   the 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  545 

strictest  interpretation  of  the  constitution.  'And  I 
would  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  measures, 
either  by  appointing  a  committee  of  the  Legislature 
or  by  such  other  efficient  mode  as  may  be  thought  ex- 
pedient to  secure  the  joint  and  united  action  of  the 
several  states  interested  in  the  project  of  constructing 
a  continuous  rail  road  communication  between  Pitts- 
burg and  St.  Louis.  This  may  be  effected  by  a  joint 
incorporation  of  a  company,  01;  of  several  companies, 
with  authority  for  the  purpose,  or  by  the  states  through 
which  the  road  would  pass,  undertaking  it  themselves 
upon  terms  mutually  assented  to  by  all.  It  would 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  transmit  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  these  states  such  resolutions  or  information 
as  will  tend  to  bring  about  this  desirable  result.  It 
may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  the  bold  and  sagacious 
policy  of  our  southern  and  northern  neighbors,  to 
secure  the  trade  of  the  South  and  West,  is  well  cal- 
culated to  admonish  Pennsvlvania  to  be  on  the  alert. 
When  the  countless  advantages,  to  which  I  have  barely 
adverted,  may  be  firmly  and  securely  grasped  without 
the  slightest  expense  or  inconvenience  to  the  people, 
let  them  not  be  surrendered  by  legislative  procrastina- 
tion.    The  day  for  action  has  already  arrived. 

In  reference  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  funds  to  sup- 
ply the  present  wants  of  the  Treasury,  I  am  in  pos- 
session of  no  further  information  than  is  already  be- 
fore you,  in  the  report  of  the  State  Treasurer  and  in 
the  message  of  my  predecessor.  No  other  alternative 
seems  to  be  presented,  than  taxation  or  loans: — of  the 
two,  the  latter  appears  least  objectionable,  because 
productive  of  least  hardship  to  the  people,  is  less  ex- 
pensive, and  can  be  carried  into  effect  with  greater 
facility.  That  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  State 
are  ample  to  extricate  her,  in  the  present  crisis  from 
embarrassment,  is  a  fact  which  no  intelligent  citizen 

can   doubt.     It   is   in   no   spirit  of  self-sufficiency  or 
35— Vol.— VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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empty  gratulation,  that  every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania 
justly  looks  upon  this  Commonwealth  as  second  to 
none  of  the  sister  States,  in  the  industry,  frugality, 
and  integrity  of  her  citizens — in  the  extent,  quality, 
and  the  accessibility  of  the  boundless  resources  which 
nature  has  scattered  throughout  her  borders  with  a 
prodigal  hand — in  her  coal  fieldsi,  her  iron  ore,  her 
agricultural  productions — and  in  her  stupendous  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  connecting  together  her 
remotest  extremities,  unlocking  her  richest  resources, 
and  marked,  in  its  conception  by  the  comprehensive 
reach  of  mind  which  entitled  its  projectors  and  found- 
ers to  rank  with  the  first  statesmen  of  the  age.  The 
credit  of  Pennsylvania,  resting  on  this  foundation, 
can  be  shaken  by  no  convulsion  that  does  not  overturn 
the  Government  itself,  and  dissolve  society  into  its 
original  elements.  Pecuniary  embarrassments,  it  is 
true,  may  arise  from  ill-judged  measures,  extravagant 
expenditures,  or  short-sighted  policy;  but  they  must, 
of  necessity,  be  of  temporary  duration.  Time  soon  de- 
tects fallacies,  exposes  errors,  regulates  derangements, 
and  corrects  misgovernment.  One  failure  to  comply 
with  her  engagements,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  be- 
comes the  parent  of  future  precautions  against  like 
occurrences,  and  serves  but  to  show  the  faithful  fidel- 
ity of  the  people  to  their  obligations,  because  it  is 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  universal  condemnation  or 
regret. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  State  pride  and 
satisfaction,  that  I  express  my  firm  confidence  in  the 
abundant  means  now  possessed  by  the  Commonwealth 
to  pay  her  public  debt  by  the  sale  of  the  public  im- 
provements, in  the  construction  of  which  that  debt 
was  mainly  contracted,  if  such  measure  was  deemed 
necessary  or  wise;  and  also  my  conviction,  equally  firm 
and  gratifying,  in  the  increasing  value  of  her  means  to 
meet  all  future  liabilities,  created  by  the  entire  com- 
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pletion  of  our  system  of  improvements,  if,  in  the 
achievement  of  this  great  undertaking,  we  follow  the 
dictates  of  prudence  and  experience.  Nothing  but 
the  improvident  or  corrupt  mismanagement  of  her  rul- 
ers, can  mar  the  bright  prospect  that  is  opening  on 
the  destinies  of  Pennsylvania. 

Having  recently  passed  through  a  period  of  unex- 
ampled excitement  and  agitation,  the  people  of  this 
great  Commonwealth  are  anxious  for  repose.  Social 
commotions,  produced  by  political,  pecuniary,  or  any 
other  causes,  are  destructive  to  the  best  interests  and 
substantial  welfare  of  the  community.  They  cripple 
business  of  all  kinds,  retard  public  improvements,  de- 
prive the  laboring  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  of  their 
means  of  support,  and  tend  directly  to  unsettle  the 
foundation  of  our  republican  institutions.  Let  us  hope 
that  this  condition  of  things  is  at  an  end — that,  hence- 
forth a  spirit  of  undeviating  regard  for  the  public  weal, 
and  of  unswerving  respect  for  the  laws  of  the  State,. 
may  be  cherished,  both  by  her  rulers  and  by  her  people. 
Public  opinion,  the  unfailing  corrective  of  all  abuses 
in  a  free  Government,  calls  loudly  on  every  department 
of  our,  to  direct  their  strongest  efforts  to  the  restora- 
tion to  the  state  of  tranquility  and  confidence  in  the 
intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  that  distin- 
guished the  administrations  of  our  early  republican 
predecessors.  Let  this  be  done,  and  repose,  prosper- 
ity, and  patriotic  concord  will  again  and  forever  abide 
in  our  beloved  Commonwealth. 

In  connection  with  the  statement  I  have  felt  it  my 
duty  to  give  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  State,  I 
have  thought  these  considerations  respecting  her  credit 
and  resources  necessary  and  proper  to  prevent  misap- 
prehension, and  to  show  that,  though  monetary  embar- 
rassments do  exist,  yet  the  foundations  of  her  pros- 
perity and  glory  are  neither  shaken  nor  impaired. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

26th  January,  1839. 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
A.  J.  Pleasanton,  as  acting  Paymaster  General 
and  disbursing  officer  of  volunteers,  and  accom- 
panying documents,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of 
the  troops  of  the  first  and  eleventh  divisions  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Militia,  who  were  ordered  into  service 
by  the  late  Governor,  the  expense  of  which,  as  appears 
by  said  documents,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  |147,058.92 
cents.  Copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  for 
the  information  of  the  General  Asesmbly. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Jan.  29,  1839. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


•Proclamation  Superseding  and  Annulling  the  Ap- 
pointments of  Daniel  Stanard,  John  McCahan,  Wil- 

.  liam  A.  Lloyd  and  Edward  Shoemaker  as  Agents, 
for  the  Discovery  of  Property  belonging  to  the  Es- 
tates of  the  late  John  Nicholson  and  Peter  Baynton. 

Pennsylvania  »s. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.      DAVID   R.   POR- 
TER,  Governor  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, sends  Greeting  to  All  whom  it 
may  Concern: 


I 


A  PROCLAMATION. 

\\licreas,  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the  eleventh  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale 
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of  lands  late  the  estate  of  John  Nicholson  and  l*eler 
Baynton,  on  which  the  State  has  a  lien,  and  for  other- 
purposes/'  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  ap 
point  one  or  more  Agents  for  the  purpose  of  discover- 
ing any  lands  or  other  property  within  this  Com 
monwealth,  which  the  said  John  Nicholson  and  the 
said  Peter  Bavnton  had  an  interest  in,  or  claimed  title 
to  at  the  time  of  their  death  on  which  the  Common- 
wealth had  a  lien;  And  whereas,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act,  on  the  9th  day 
of  February,  A.  D.  1836,  Daniel  Stanard,  of  the  county 
of  Indiana ;  on  the  26th  May,  1836,  John  McCahan,  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon;  on  the  25th  day  of  No- 
vember, A.  D.  1836,  William  A.  Lloyd,  of  the  county 
of  Northumberland;  and  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1837,  Edward  Shoemaker,  of  the  county  of  Cam- 
bria, were  severally  appointed  by  the  (then)  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  by  Commissions  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  State,  to  do  and  perform  the  duties  by  the 
act  aforesaid.  Now  know  ye  that  in  virtue  of  the 
power  and  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  this  Commonw^ealth,  and  for  good  and  suf- 
ficient causes,  I,  David  R.  Porter,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid.  Do  hereby  re- 
voke and  annul  and  supersede  the  appointments  and 
Commissions  of  the  said  Daniel  Stanard,  John  Mc- 
Cahan, William  A.  Lloyd  and  Edward  Shoemaker: 
and  all  the  rights,  powers  and  authorities  which  by 
the  said  recited  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all 
acts  having  relation  thereto,  were  vested  in  the  said 
Daniel  Stanard,  John  McCahan,  William  A.  Lloyd, 
and  Edward  Shoemaker,  are  hereby  revoked,  annulled 
and  superseded,  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  pres- 
ents, of  which  all  concerned  will  take  notice  and  gov- 
ei'n  themselves  acocrdingly. 

Given  under  ray  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  thirty-first  day  of  January, 
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in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
third. 

By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Thomas  Jones  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  for  Chester  County. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  February  4,  1839. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
the  Constitution,  I  nominate  Thomas  Jones  to  be 
an   Associate  Judge,  in  and  for  the   county   of 
Chester,  in  the  room  of  Cromwell  Pearce,  Esq.,  re- 
signed. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Legal  Proceed- 
ings Against  Citizens  of  Maryland  for  Violation  of 
the  Laws  Relative  to  Fugitives  from  Labour. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THE  HONOR  HEREWITH  TO  TRANS- 
mit  copies  of  a  communication  and  accom- 
panying documents,  received  from  J.  Meredith, 
Esq.,  commissioner  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State  of  Maryland,  under  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  with  power 
to    proceed    to    Harrisburg    and    endeavor    to    pro- 
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cure  the  dismissal  of  certain  prosecutions  pending  in 
the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  York  county, 
against  Nathan  S.  Bemis  and  other  citizens  of  Mary- 
land, for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  State 
relative  to  fugitives  from  labour;  or  to  make  such  ar- 
rangements as  may  be  found  necessary  to  refer  the 
constitutional  question  said  to  be  involved  in  these 
prosecutions  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States. 

These  proceedings  of  our  sister  state,  marked  by 
deep  interest  in  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  pre- 
sent a  grave  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Pennsylvania,  which  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be 
discussed  and  decided  in  that  spirit  of  friendly  feeling, 
and  that  regard  to  justice  which  has  hitherto  distin- 
guished the  intercourse  between  the  states. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Legislature  to  this  subject,  as  the  commissioner 
of  the  State  of  Maryland  is  now  in  attendance  at  the 
Seat  of  Government. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Harrisburg,  February  16,  1839. 
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Proclamation  revoking  and  annulling  the  Commis- 
sions of  Jacob  Hibshman,  John  Huey  and  Shem 
Zook  Appraisers  of  Damages. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


I 


Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Commonwealth  passed  the 
I  sixth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1830, 
entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  Canal  Commissioners,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  appoint  "Three  individuals  as  a 
Board  of  Appraisers  to  whom  all  appeals  shall  be  made 
by  persons  who  may  be  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  of 
damages  offered  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commission- 
ers," And  whereas,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  said  recited  act  on  the  third  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1836,  Jacob  Hibshman,  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster; on  the  28th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1837,  John 
Huey,  of  the  county  of  Indiana;  and  on  the  19th  day 
of  September  Shem  Zook,  of  the  county  of  'Mifflin,  were 
sev  erally  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
"Appraisers  of  Damages"  to  do  and  perform  the  du- 
ties enjoined  on  them  by  the  Act  before  recited.  Now 
know  ye  that  in  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in 
me  vested  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Com- 
ni  on  wealth,  and  for  good  and  sufficient  causes,  I,  David 
R.  Porter,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid, 
do  by  these  presents  revoke  and  annul  the  appoint- 
ments and  CommisS'ions  of  the  said  Jacob  Hibshman, 
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John  Huey,  Shem  Zook  and  all  the  rights,  powers  and 
authorities  vested  in  them  as  Appraisers  of  Damages 
aforesaid  by  the  said  recited  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly and  all  and  every  other  act  or  acts  having  re- 
lation thereto,  are  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  re- 
voked and  annulled,  of  which  all  concerned  will  take 
notice  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, A.  D.  1839,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
third. 

By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  K.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Samuel  Hepburn  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Ninth  Judicial  District. 

1   NOMINATE  TO  THE  SENATE,  SAMUEL  HEP- 
burn,    of    Cumberland    county,    to    be   President 
Judge  of  the  ninth  judicial  district,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry  and  Juniata,  from 
and  after  the  27th  February,  1839. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Feb.  23,  1839. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Communications  Concerning 
Jurisdiction  over  the  Land  of  the  United  States 
Arsenals  on  the  Schuylkill  and  at  Frankford. 

Gentlemen : 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  COPIES  OF  A  COMMU- 
nication   and  accompanying  documents  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  vesting 
in  the  United  States  jurisdiction  over,  and  exempting 
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from  taxation,  the  lots  upon  which  the  United  States 
Arsenals  are  erected,  on  the  Schuylkill  and  at  Frank- 
ford,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  I  respect- 
fully invite  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Feb.  28,  1839. 


*Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
the  Perpetrators  of  an  Atrocious  Murder  upon  an 
Unknown  Man  in  the  Vicinity  of  Lancaster. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


^^•v•SA; 


•DOCUMENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Mayor's  Office. 
Liancaster,  February  21,  1839. 
Governor  D.  R.  Porter: 

Dear  S;r:  At  the  request  of  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Lancaster,  I  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  discovery,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lancaster,  of  the  body  of  a  man,  who  from  the  wounds  and  bruises,  was 
evidently  murdered.  It  is  presumed  your  Excellency  will  direct  a  reward 
to  be  offered  for  the  detection  of  the  murderer. 

The  bearer,  our  friend  Mr.  Goldsmith,  will  furnish  you  with  a  detail  of 
the  circumstances. 

Respectfully  your 

Obd't  friend, 

JOHN  MATHIOT. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  body  of  a  stranger  has  been  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Lancas- 
ter, so  lacerated  and  wounded  as  to  show  that  he  had  been  murdered  by 
some  person  or  persons  unknown,  in  the  most  cruel  and  barbarous  manner: 
And  Whereas,  The  peace  and  security  of  the  citizens  and  the  obligations  of 
justice  and  humanity  require  that  the  perpetrator  of  an  offence  so  heinous 
should  be   brought  to   speedy  and  condign  punishment.    I  do  therefore,   by 
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A  PROCLAMATION. 


.^ J 


fril: 


^S^  i..»*.^v  *^..-«=»«rs«^jnJES 


-i^a-         -  Whereas,  I  have  received 

authentic    information    that 

^^^^^^^^^K^^.,    the   body   of   a   person   un- 

^^^^^Bl^^^ft/^w!^  known    has    been    recently 

found  in  the  vicinity  of  Lan- 
caster, in  this  Common- 
wealth, so  lacerated  and 
wounded  as  to  manifestly 
show  that  he  had  been  murdered  in  the  most  cruel  and 
barbarous  manner  by  some  person  or  persons  un- 
known, who  have  lied  from  justice,  and  all  efforts  to 
arrest  the  said  person  or  persons  have  hitherto  proved 
ineffectual.  And  Whereas,  the  reputation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  peace  and  security  of  its  citizens  and  the 
obligations  of  justice  and  humanity  require  that  the 
perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  an  offence  so  heinous 
should  be  brought  to  speedy  and  condign  punishment. 
I  have  therefore  thou-ght  proper  to  issue  this  proclam- 

virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Councils  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, offer  a  reward  of  30O  dollars  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  ap- 
prehend the  said  offender  or  offenders,  to  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of  the 
perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid;  And  the  constables  and 
other  officers  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  are  required  and  enjoined  to  be  atten- 
tive and  vigilant  in  enquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice,  the  perpetrator 
or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Lancaster,  the  28th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1839. 

JOHN  MATHIOT,   Mayor. 

DESCRIPTION. 

He  was  about  5  feet  7  inches  high;  dark  sandy  hair,  curled;  square  features; 
thought  to  bear  a  German  physiognomy;  of  a  heavy  muscular  make;  light 
grey  eyes,  as  far  as  could  be  observed;  a  ring  found  on  his  finger  with  the 
initials  G.  H.  He  had  on  a  pair  of  striped  casslmer  pantaloons;  a  black  silk 
velvet  vest;  a  good  blue  frock  coat;  a  black  silk  handkerchief  round  his  neck, 
and  a  pair  of  good  Monroe  shoes.  He  had  in  his  side  pocket  a  padlock,  a 
few  keys,  a  pair  of  scissors,  a  copper  pencil,  and  a  few  papers  with  German 
memoranda  and  receipts.  A  string  of  church  beads  were  found  on  his  person. 
He  Is  supposed  to  have  been  a  peddler  of  jewelry,  knives,  spoons,  etc.,  and 
that  he  was  robbed  of  such  articles. 

February  28,   1839. 

NOTE  IN  HAND  OF  GOVERNOR  PORTFR. 
Let  Proclamation  be  made  and  a  reward  offered  of  such  amount  as  has 
been  usual  or  customary  for  crimes  of  such  nature. 

DAVID   R.   PORTER. 
Sec'y  Commonwealth. 
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atiou  hereby  offering  a  reward  of  Two  hundred  dollars 
to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  the  said 
fugitive  or  fugitives  within  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
monwealth and  secure  him  or  them  in  the  jail  of  any 
County  therein;  and  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  of  the  said  offender  or  offenders  shall  be 
apprehended  and  secured  without  the  limits  of  this 
State;  which  sum  shall  be  paid  on  conviction  of  the 
perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  aforesaid: 
And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Consta- 
bles, and  other  officers  within  this  Commonwealth  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vig- 
ilant in  enquiring  after  and'  bringing  to  justice 'the 
alleged  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  the  crime  afore- 
said. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  second  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-nine, and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-third. 
Bv  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  William  McKay  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Miftlin  County. 

1    NOMINATE    WILLIAM   M'CAY,    OF    MIFFLIN 
county,   as   one  of   the   Associate  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Mifflin  county,  in  the 
rcom  of  David  Reynolds,  deceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  March  G,  18H9. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to 
the   Gettysburg"   Railroad. 

Gentlemen: 

IT  WILL  ALWAYS  BE  WITH  RELUCTANCE 
that  I  shall  feel  myself  constrained  to  refuse  the 
Executive  assent  to  any  matter  of  legislation 
which  has  passed  the  representative  and  senatorial 
branches  of  the  legislature.  I  would  not,  however, 
be  in  the  line  of  duty,  to  approve  of  a  measure  in  the 
justice  or  expediency  of  which  I  cannot  concur.  After 
mature  reflection  and  deliberation,  I  have  decided  that 
I  cannot  approve  the  resolution,  entitled  ''Resolution 
relative  to  the  Gettysburg  rail  road,"  presented  to 
me,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  and  I  accordingly  return  it  to 
the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  the  following 
reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  Constitution  provides,  that  "no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appro- 
priations made  by  law."  To  preserve  this  salutary 
provision  in  its  spirit,  we  should  never  permit  that  to 
be  done  indirectly  which  it  prohibits  from  doing  di- 
rectly. Hence,  we  have  seen  the  constant  care  and 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  prevent  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners from  incurring  debts  beyond  the  appro- 
priations from  time  to  time  made.  This  would  be  al- 
together nugatory,  if,  when  a  distinct  and  specific 
amount  is  appropriated,  the  Canal  Commissioners,  by 
continuing  the  contractors  at  work  after  the  appro- 
priation to  the  object  is  exhausted,  could  involve  the 
State  in  further  responsibilities  without  the  sanction 
of  a  legislative  enactment. 

By  the  act  of  the  18th  February,  1836,  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  ninth  section  of 
which  authorises  the  Canal  Commissioners,  to  survey 
and  locate  the  road  in  question,  and  to  put  not  less 
than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty  miles  thereof  under 
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contract,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
specifically  appropriated  to  this  work;  and  the  twelfth 
section  expressly  provides,  that  ^^the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners shall  not  be  authorized  to  incur  any  debt,  on 
the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  any  way  or  man- 
ner beyond  the  appropriation  aforesaid,"  &c.  Here, 
the  original  act  by  which  this  road  was  introduced 
into  the  public  improvements  of  the  State,  without 
previous  survey  or  examination,  and  with  nothing  to 
recommend  it  to  the  public  favor  but  the  influence 
which  its  friends  could  bring  in  support  of  an  act  of 
legislation,  since  repeatedly  and  constantly  disap- 
proved by  the  people,  prohibits  the  expenditure  of 
money  upon  it  beyond  the  specific  appropriation. 

On  the  19th  December,  1837,  an  act  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  appropriating  forty-five 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  construction  of  the  Get- 
tysburg rail  road,  to  be  applied  in  payment  of  work 
actually  done  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January  (then) 
next,  and  directing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  give 
notice  to  the  contractors  to  suspend  their  work  upon 
said  road,  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  January. 
By  a  course  wholly  unexpected,  and  which,  for  the 
character  and  reputation  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is 
hoped  will  never  be  considered  a  fit  example  for  imi- 
tation, this  first  day  of  January,  1838,  was  made  in 
point  of  law  to  mean  the  first  day  of  January,  1839, 
and  thus  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  solemnly  ex- 
pressed by  both  branches,  was  for  a  time  prostrated. 

B^^  the  act  of  14th  April,  1838,  the  further  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated to  this  rail  road,  to  be  applied  to  the  work 
already  under  contract,  and  the  resolution  which  had 
previously  passed  the  legislature  as  before  stated,  and 
which  became  a  law  on  the  9th  of  January,  1838,  was 
repealed*.  But  by  the  6th  section  of  this  act,  it  is  pro- 
vided, ^'that  the  canal  commissioners  shall  not  be  au- 
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thorized  to  incur  any  debt  on  (the  faith  of)  the  Com- 
monwealth in  way  or  manner  beyond  the  appropriation 
aforesaid,  and  no  part  of  the  aforesaid  appropriation 
shall  be  applied  to  any  other  than  the  several  specific 
purposes  to  which  it  is  appropriated  by  the  preceding 
sections  of  this  act;  nor  shall  any  contracts  be  entered 
into  for  any  new  lines  of  canal  or  rail  road,  not  men- 
tioned in  this  act,  or  for  any  extension  of  the  lines 
herein  named,  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  by  this 
act."  It  was,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners to  have  stopped  the  work  on  the  road  the 
moment  the  specific  appropriation  thereto  was  ex- 
hausted. But  it  appears  this  was  not  done,  and  the 
subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature, 
in  the  previous  part  of  the  present  session.  By  a  reso- 
lution passed  by  both  ho-uses,  and  approved  upon  the 
19th  day  of  February  last  past,  it  was  declared,  that 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March^  1839,  the  work 
on  the  Gettysburg  rail  road  should  be  suspended,  and 
a  temporary  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  was  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
contractors  on  said  road  for  work  done,  or  that  might 
be  done  previous  to  that  day.  Including  the  retained 
per  centage;  the  accounts  of  the  contractors  to  be 
settled  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  in 
the  usual  manner,  according  to  law.  In  ten  days  after 
approving  this  resolution,  I  am  called  upon  to  ap- 
prove another  resolution^  providing  that  the  contrac- 
tors on  this  road  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  their 
work,  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  unless  they 
should  sooner  be  paid  the  amount  due  them.  What 
circumstances  have  transpired  to  change  the  deter- 
mination expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  nineteenth 
of  February,  I  have  not  been  informed,  and  being  left 
to  gather  the  reasons  for  adopting  the  resolution,  now 
returned  to  your  body,  from  its  language,  I  infer  that 
they  consist  in  the  fact  of  the  funds  not  being  forth- 
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coming,  ou  the  first  of  March,  to  pay  the  contractors 
the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  them,  and,  therefore, 
the  state  isi  to  incur  a  further  debt  in  pursuing  this 
work  already  suspended. 

Whilst  the  Commonwealth  is  bound  to  meet  all 
her  lawful  engagements,  persons  entering  into  con- 
tracts with  her  through  her  agents,  are  bound  to  as- 
certain and  know  the  extent  of  the  authority  given 
by  law  to  such  agents.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
contractors  were  bound  to  know  the  amount  of  the  ap- 
propriations made,  and  that  it  was  unlawful  for  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  expend  any  further  sums,  or 
to  involve  the  state  beyond  such  amounts.  If  they 
continued  the  work  afterwards,  it  was  at  their  own 
risk,  and  to  permit  them  now  to  go  on,  in  the  embar- 
rassed state  of  the  public  treasury,  and  increase  the 
expenditure  on  a  work  which  a  committee  of  your 
body,  after  a  personal  examination,  declared  to  have 
been  begun  in  folly,  and  the  prosecution  of  which 
would  be  madness,  would  not,  in  my  judgment,  be 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  but 
would  be  a  useless  w^aste  of  the  public  money,  and  a 
legislative  recognition  and  sanction  of  acts  done  in 
positive  violation  of  existing  laws. 

Again  expressing  the  sincere  regret  I  feel  in  being 
constrained  by  a  conscientious  sense  of  duty,  to  dis- 
agree with  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  this 
matter,  I  return  the  resolution  to  the  Senate  for  their 
further  action  thereon,  according  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

DAVID  K.  POETER. 

Executive  Chamber,  March  6,  1839. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Loan  for  the  Use  of 

the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

IN  PUKSUANCE  OF  THE  ACT  OF  THE  GEN- 
eral  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the 
26th  January  last,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
a  loan;"  public  notice  was  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  on  the  fourth  day  of  February  last, 
that  proposals  would  be  received  at  his  office,  until 
two  o'clock,  P.  M.  of  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  March, 
1839,  for  loamng  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purposes  set 
forth  in  said  act,  reimbursable  at  any  time  after  twen- 
ty years  from,  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  bearing 
an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  per  annum 
payable  sejni-annually.  A  copy  of  which  notice  is 
herewith  communicated, 

I  regret  to  say  that  no  proposals  have  been  received 
in  pursuance  of  this  invitation,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
time  when  it  is  conceded  that  money  is  not  scarce 
and  the  credit  of  the  state  is  unimpaired. 

How  long  the  representatives  of  a  free  people  will 
submit  to  a  state  of  things  manifestly  brought  about 
by  a  combination  among  the  institutions  of  their  own 
creation,  it  is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine;  but 
there  is  certainly  a  manifest  impropriety  in  permitting 
the  monied  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  used 
to  her  own  injury.  She  owns  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the    Bank    of    Pennsylvania,    3,750    shares    at    |400, 

amounting  at  their  par  value  to, |1,500,000 

5,233  shares  in  the  Philadelphia  Bank, 

at  1100,  523,300 

1,708  shares  in  the  Farmers'  &  Mechan- 
ics' Bank,  |50,   85,400 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to,  ...  |2,108,700 

36— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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And  which  are  believed  to  be  worth  a  considerable 
advance. — Every  day's  experience  strengthens  me  in 
the  opinion  long  since  formed,  that  all  connection 
should  be  dissolved  between  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  banks  in  which  she  holds  stock,  and  thus  relieve 
her  from  the  humiliating  attitude  she  occupies,  of 
being  the  holder  of  three-fifths  of  the  whole  capital 
stock  in  one  of  said  banks,  and  unable  to  control  the 
direction  of  a  single  dollar  of  its  loans.  Believing 
firmly  that  such  a  divorce  will  be  beneficial  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth,  I  earnestly  recommend 
the  immediate  passage  of  law,  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  bank  stock  held  by  the  Commonwealth  as  afore- 
said. 

This  administration  has  been  but  little  over  a  month 
in  power,  and  has  been  obliged  to  ask  loans  to  pay  off 
engagements  which  it  had  no  hand  in  contracting,  and 
finds  itself  embarrassed  in  its  outset  for  want  of  means 
to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  Commonwealth.  So 
far  as  it  has  the  ability,  its  exertions  will  continue  to 
be  steadily  directed  to  discharge  the  public  liabilities 
and  maintain  unsullied  the  public  faith.  If  in  its  ef- 
forts so  to  do,  difficulties  are  interposed  by  attempts 
at  comMnation  among  monied  men  and  monied  insti- 
tutions, they  most  assuredly  will  discover  that,  so 
long  as  the  Executive  power  remains  in  the  hands  in 
which  it  is  now  placed,  they  never  shall  control  either 
its  political  or  fiscal  operations;  but  that  this  great 
Commonwealth  must  and  will  rise  superior  to  all  such 
attempts. 

All  experience  goes  to  show  that  the  evils  antici- 
pated by  many  of  the  best  and  most  sagacious  states- 
men, from  the  grants  of  corporate  powers  to  monied 
institutions  have  been  more  than  realized,  and  should 
admonish  to  be  cautious  in  continuing  to  make  such 
unrestricted  grants. 

With  no  desire  to  create  distrust  or  alarm,  I  cannot 
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hut  feel  that  it  is  the  misuse  and  abuse  of  the  powers 
thus  committed  to  such  institutions,  that  have  more 
than  once  led  to  the  embarrassments  in  the  monetary 
concerns  of  the  country.  I  cannot  close  this  commu- 
nication without  appealing  to  the  Legislature,  and 
calling  upon  them  by  every  principle  of  patriotism 
to  take  such  action  in  this  matter  as  will  enable  the 
state  to  vindicate  her  character  and  credit,  and  to 
take  immediate  measures  for  separating  the  state  from 
all  connection  with  a  set  of  institutions  that  have  so 
repeatedly  disappointed  the  just  expectations  of  the 
public,  and  on  which  no  reliance  can  be  placed  when 
the  exigencies  of  the  state  may  require  a  call  upon 
them. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  March  Tth,  1839. 

DOCUMENT. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

•  Harrisburg,  Feb.  4,  1839. 

Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Loan. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth,  passed 
the  26th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1839,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing a  loan,"  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Cgmmonwealth  until  two' o'clock  P.  M.  of 
Tuesday,  the  fifth  of  March,  1839,  for  loaning  to  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  purposes  set  forth  in  said  act,  the  sum 
of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  piinci- 
pal  to  be  reimbursable  by  the  state  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the  first  day  of  July  next. 
Certificates  of  stock  signed  by  the  Auditor  General  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  State  Treasury,  bearing  an  interest  not  ex- 
ceeding five  per  cent,  per  annum  payable  semi-annually,  trans- 
ferrable  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General  or  at  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  same,  his 
or  her,  or  their  attorney,  will  be  issued  by  the  direction  of 
the  Governor,  and  new  certificates  of  the  same  may  be  issued 
by  the  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer,  or  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Cashier  of  the  said  bank  to  the  new  holder  or  hold- 
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ers.  The  interest  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  either  at  the 
Treasury  Office,  or  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or  elsewhere, 
according  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Governor  and 
the  original  purchaser  of  the  stock. 

The  proposals  will  be  required  to  state  explicitly  the  amount 
offered,  the  rate  of  interest,  not  exceeding  five  per  cent.,  and 
the  premium  proposed  to  be  given  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 
stock  bearing  interest  according  to  the  rate  agreed  upon. 
The  state  reserves  the  right  to  accept  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  sum  offered,  unless  the  proposals  stipulate  to  the  con- 
trary. Bids  for  the  loan  must  be  direct  and  explicit;  no  con- 
ditional or  hypothetical  proposals  will  be  considered  or  re- 
ceived. Upon  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals,  the  money  it 
so  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury,  or  into  some  convenient 
chartered  bank  of  the  state,  to  be  designated  by  the  Governor, 
in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  times  as  he  shall  direct; 
upon  the  delivery  of  receipts  therefor  from  the  Treasurer  or 
Cashier,  as  the  case  may  be,  certificates  of  stock  will  be  issued 
in  such  amounts  as  may  be  requested  by  the  lenders.  The 
proposals  to  be  directed  under  seal  to  this  office,  endorsed 
"proposal  for  loan."  They  will  not  be  opened  or  disclosed 
until  the  period  has  elapsed  for  receiving  them,  after  which 
no  alterations  in  the  terms  will  be  admitted. 

,         FRS.  R.  SHUNK, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District. 

Gentlemen : 

1     NOMINATE     NATHANIEL    B.     ELDRED,    OF 
Warren,  as  President  Judge  of  the  sixth  judicial 
district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Craw- 
ford and  Venango,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Shippen,  de- 
ceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,-  March  9,  1839. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Henry  H.  Van  Amringe 
to  be  Recorder  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  Pittsburg. 

Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  HENRY  H.  VAN  AMRINGE,  of  Al- 
legheny county,  to  be  Recorder  of  the  Mayor's 
court  in  and  for  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  room 
of  Ephraim  Pentland,  deceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  March  11,  1839. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Almon  H.  Read  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. 

Harrisburg,  March  13,  1839. 
Gentlemen: 

1  NOMINATE  ALMON  H.  READ,  OF  THE  COUN- 
ty  of  Susquehanna,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the 
eighteenth  judicial  district,  compos-ed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Warren,  Potter,  M'Kean  and  Jefferson,  in  the 
room   of   Nathaniel   B.    Eldred,   appointed  President 
Judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  N.  Connyngham  to 
be  President  Judge  of  the  Thirteenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. •  i  !  ?  V: 
Gentlemen: 

1   NOMINATE  JOHN  N.  CONNYNGHAM,  OF  LU- 
zerne  county,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the  thir 
teenth  judicial  district,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Susquehanna,  Bradford  and  Tioga,  from  and  after 
the  27th  day  of  February,  1839. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  March  19,  1839. 
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To  the  Senate  Nommating  James  Thompson  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  Erie, 
Crawford  and  Venango  Counties. 

« 

Harrlsburg,  March  23,  1839. 
Gentlemen: 

1   NOMINATE  JAMES  THOMPSON,  OF  VENAN- 
go  county,  to  be  president  judge  of  the  district 
court  in  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford  and  Ven- 
ango. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Thomas  S.   Bell  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Fifteenth  Judicial  District. 

Harrisburg,  May  9,  1839. 
Gentlemen : 

1  NOMINATE  THOMAS  S.  BELL,  ESQ.,  OF  CHES- 
ter  county,  to  be  president  judge  of  the  fifteenth 
judicial    district,    composed    of   the    counties    of 
Chester  and  Delaware. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  the  Bill  Entitled  ''An  Act 
Making  Appropriations  to  Certain  Turnpikes, 
State  Roads,  &c.,  within  this  Commonwealth,  and 
for  other  Purposes." 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  MAKING  Ap- 
propriations to  certain  turnpikes,  state  roads, 
&c.,  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  has  been  presented  to  me  for  executive  ap- 
probation;  but  as  I  cannot  give  that  approbation  to 
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this  bill*  consi^ently  with  my  own  sense  of  duty,  I 
return  it  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  in  which  it 
originated,  with  my  objections. 

It  makes  large  appropriations  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  several  incorporated  companies,  to  the  build- 
ing of  bridges,  the  improvement  of  streams,  the  repair 
of  various  turnpike  roads,  and  the  building  a  hall  in 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  many  or  all  of  which  objects 
might  be  perfectly  proper  and  right  had  the  Common- 
wealth a  superabundance  of  funds.  But,  at  a  time 
when  we  are  laboring  under  an  existing  state  debt  of 
upwards  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  it  would  be  either  prudent  or  proper 
to  borrow  money,  or  tax  the  people  to  raise  funds  to 
give  away  with  so  profuse  a  hand  on  improvements, 
many  of  which  are  secondary,  at  least  in  character 
and  general  importance.  If  it  were  even  adviseable  to 
increase  the  state  debt  for  this  purpose,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, the  present  is  not  a  propitious  time,  as 
there  is  difficulty  in  procuring  money  for  existing  re- 
sponsibilities, on  favorable  terms,  and  that  difficulty 
would  no  doubt  be  increased  by  increasing  the  amount 
required. 

This   bill   makes   the   following   appropriations   to 
the  objects  named,  to  wit:   to  the 
Hanover  and  Carlisle  turnpike  road  company     |2,000 
Roseburg  and  Mercer  turnpike  road  company,       2,000 
Bloody  Run  and  Hollidaysburg  turnpike  road 

company,      5,000 

Doylestown  and  Willow  Grove  turnpike  road 

company,    7,500 

Butler    and    Emlenton    turnpike    road    com- 
pany,  ; 2,000 

Bald  Eagle,  Brush  and  Penns  Valley  turnpike 

road  company,   1,500 

Butler  and  Freeport  turnpike  road  company, .        1,500 
Downingtown,  Ephrata  and  Harrisburg  turn- 
pike road  company, 10,000 
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Browningfcon,  Harrisville  and  Franklin  turn-* 

pike  road  company,    2,000 

Waynesburg,    Greencastle    and    Mercersburg 

turnpike  road  company, 3,000 

Lewistown   and   Huntingdon   turnpike    road 

company,      2,000 

Hollidaysburg  and  Punxsutawney  state  road,       2,000 
Indiana  and  Ebensburg  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,             1,000 

Franklin  and  Warren  turnpike  road  company,        1,500 
Sugar  Grove  and  .Warren  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,             1,000 

Lancaster  and  Lititz  turnpike  road  company,.        3,000 
Mechanics'  society  of  Lancaster,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  mechanics'  hall, 3,000 

Somerset  and  Conemaugh  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,             5,500 

Millerstown    and   Lewistown    turnpike   road 

company,    2,000 

The  Turnpike  road  company  from  Potter's  Old 

Fort  to  Waterstreet, 1,500 

Johnstown  and  Ligonier  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,             4,000 

Centreville  and  Donegal  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,           2,000 

Mount  Pleasant  and  Pittsburg  turnpike  road 

company,      2,000 

Dillsburg  and  York  turnpike  road  company,.        5,000 

Monongahela  bridge  at  Williamsport, 3,000 

Allegheny  bridge  at  Franklin,  10,000 

Constructing  a  bridge  over  the  Swatara  at 
Zimmerman's  Ford,  Lebanon  county,   ....        1,500 

Somerset  and  Baldhill  turnpike  road, 3,000 

Peter's  mountain  turnpike  road  company,  . .  1,000 
Kiskiminetas  bridge  company  at  Saltsburg,  .  2,000 
Stony  Creek  bridge  company  at  Johnstown,  . .  1,500 
Lenox  and  Harmony  turnpike  road  company,        5,000 
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Armstrong  and  Ourwensville  turnpike  road 

company,    1,500 

Waterstreet  and  Clearfield  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,      1,500 

Bethany  and  Canaan  turnpike  road  company,  1,500 

J^ackawaxen  turnpike  road  company,   1,500 

Birmingham    and    Elizabeth    turnpike    road 

company,      3,000 

Elizabeth  turnpike  road  company,   3,000 

Meadville  and  Titusville  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,       1,000 

Bustleton  and  Smithfield  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,        3,000 

Pittsburg  and  Steubenville  turnpike  road  com- 
pany,       3,000 

Pittsburg  and  Kittanning  state  road, 1,000 

New  Buck  road  from  Newton  to  Smithfield,  .  2,000 

Grading  Flint  Hill,  500 

Butler  and  Beaver  state  road, 2,000 

Pittsburg  and  Brownington  state  road, 2,000 

New  Castle  and  Butler  state  road, 2,000 

Road  leading  from  the  upper  meeting  house  in 
Path  valley,  Franklin  county,  to  Shade  Gap, 

Huntingdon  county, 1,200 

State  road  leading  from  Concord,  Franklin 

county,  to  James  Campbell's,  Perry  county,  800 

Morgantown  and  Wheeling  state  road, 3,000 

Emlenton  and  New  Castle  state  road, 1,000 

Butler  and  Graham's  Ferry  state  road, 1,000 

Waynesburg  and  Blackville  state  road, 1,500 

State  road  leading  from  the  White  Horse  tav- 
ern on  the  Allegheny  mountain  to  the  Vir- 
ginia state  line, 2,500 

Ruff's  Creek  state  road,  1,000 

Belief onte  and  Caldwell's  mill  road, 1,000 

Curwensville  and  Indiana  state  road, 2,000 

Warren  and  Smethport  state  road, 2,000 
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Warren  and  West  Creek  state  road, 500 

The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Lehigh  at 

Salisbury  church, 1,000 

l^ridge  over  Little  Lehigh  at  Edelman's  mill, .        1,000 
The  state  road  from  AUentown  to  Pottstown,        1,000 
The  state  road  between  Harrisburg  and  Sun- 
bury,      1,000 

The  state  road  from  Easton  to  Milford, 3,000 

To  improve  the  navigation  of  Big  Bushkill 

creek, 4,000 

The  state  road  from  Newport  to  New  Ger- 

mantown,     2,000 

The  state  road  from  White  Horse  to  the  Vir- 
ginia state  line,   2,000 

The  erection   of  a  bridge   over   Castleman's 

river,  at  Lechly's  ford,  2,000 

The  state  road  from  Seelv's  creek  to  intersect 

the  Coudersport  and  Olean  road, 5,000 

The  state  road  from  Mercer  to  the  Ohio  state 

line,     3,000 

The  state  road  from  Miffiinburg  toi  Liverpool, 

&c.,    1,500 

The  Butler  and  Franklin  graded  road, 2,000 

The  Brookville  and  Tionesta  state  road, 2,000 

The  erection  of  a  bridge  on  the  st^te  road 

from  Orwigsburg  to  Reagan's  iron  works,  .        2,000 
To  the  bridges  on  the  Pittsburg  and  Morgan- 
town  state  road, 5,000 

The  state  road  from  Middletow^n  to  Pittsburg,       3,000 
The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Raystown 

Branch,  in  the  borough  of  Bedford,  •. 3,000 

The  State  road  from  Dunning  to  Pittsburg, . .        2,000 
The  s-tate  road  from  Kiskiminetas  to  Oonnells- 

ville, 2,000 

To  make  a  road  round  Blue  Hill, 3,000 

•The  state  road  from  Irish  Ripples  to  Sharon,        1,200 
The   state  road   from   Bridgewater   to   Ohio 
state  line,    1,000 
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The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  Cooper's  Eock 

creek,  near  Peach  Bottom, 500 

Repairing  bridge  over  same  on  the  Castle  Fin 

Forge  road,  200 

The  erection  of  bridges  over  the  same  stream 

on  the  State  Quarry  road,   1,500 

The  state  road  from  Darlington  to  the  Ohio 
state  line, 500 

The  state  road  from  Georgetown  to  Darling- 
ton,      500 

The  state  road  from  Beaver  to  Little  Beaver 
bridge,     1,000 

The  state  road  from  New  Brighton  to  Samuel 

Smilev's,     800 

The  road  from  Beaver  to  the  Ohio  state  line, .        1,000 

The  stock  of  the  bridge  company  at  Centre- 
ville,     2,000 

The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  Blacklick  creek,       1,000 

The  Ebensburg  and  Stoyestown  state  road,  .        2,000 

The  state  road  from  Shippensburg  to  Drake's 
ferry,     2,000 

The  state  road  from  Mercer  to  New  Castle,  . .        2,000 

The  state  road  from  Petersburg,  in  Somerset 
county,  to  the  Clay  pike,  east  of  Connells- 
ville,     1,500 

The  road  from  Kiskiminetas  salt  works  to  the 

Virginia  state  line, 1,000 

The  road  leading  from  Robbstown  to  the  Vir- 
ginia state  line, 2,000 

The  state  road  leading  from  the  White  Horse 

tavern  to  the  Virginia  state  line, 2,000 

Koad  from  Waterford  to  Wattsburg, 500 

The  state  road  from  Waynesburg  to  the  Na- 
tional road  at  widow  Griffins, 1,000 

The  state  road  from  Stevens'  tavern  to  the 

Clay  pike,  east  of  Connellsville,   500 

The  road  from  Elizabethtown  to  Uniontown, .        2,500 
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The  Titusville  and  Union  Mills  turnpike  road 

company,    1,000 

Bridge  across  the  West  Branch  on  the  Miles- 
burg  and  Smethport  turnpike,    6,000 

The  bridge  across  the  West  Branch  on  the 

Tyrone  state  roads,   2,000 

The  state  road  from  Curwensville  to  East  Lib- 
erty,             2,000 

The    State    road    from    Tamaqua    to    Mauch 

Chunk, 1,500 

The  state  road  from  William  E.  M'Laurey's 
to  the  Sterling  and  Newfoundland  turnpike,       2,000 

The  Erie  and  Warren  State  road, 1,000 

The  state  road  from  Montrose  to  Wellsboro', .        1,000 

The    roads    leading    from    Nazareth    to    the 

Easton  and  Wilkes-barre  turnpike  road,  . .        IjOOO 

The  grading  of  part  of  the  state  road  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Maryland  state 
line,      1,200 

The  grading  of  the  state  road  from  West  Phil- 
adelphia to  the  borough  of  West  Chester,  .        2,000 

The  road  from  Landisburg  to  Carlisle, 2,000 

Clearing  out  the  Moshannon  creek, 2,000 

The  state  road  from  Mount  Pleasant  to  Jo- 
seph Smith's  mill,  on  the  Youghiogheny 
river 1,000 

The  state  road  from  Milford  to  the  mouth  of 

the  Shehold  creek,   1,500 

Erecting  bridges  over  Chester  and  Ridley 
creeks  on  the  state  road  leading  from 
Chadsford  to   Philadelphia, 1,500 

The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  Slippery  Rock 

creek,  near  Akin's  mill, 2,00< 

The  state  road  from  Allentown  to  West  Ches- 
ter,   60( 

The  state  road  from  Astinville  to  Elmira,  . . .        1,00 

Thp  '*tnt(^  road  from  Gettysburg  to  Newville, .        1,20 
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The  Lake  Pleasant  road,  1,000 

The   erection   of   a   bridge   across   the   river 

Schuylkill,  called  the  Plying  Hill  bridge,. .  6,500 
The  repairing  of  the  state  road  from  the  town 

of  Catawissa  to  the  Centre  turnpike, 1,000 

The  erection  of  a  bridge  over  Muddy  creek, 

near  the  forge  of  the  late  Thomas  Coleman,  800 


In  the  message  which  I  submitted  to  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  26th  day  of  January  last,  I  took  occasion 
to  communicate  at  some  length  my  viewsi  relative  to 
the  system  of  internal  improvements  in  which  this 
Commonwealth  is  so  deeply  embarked. 

I  will  in  again  state  in  a  few  words  the  general 
principles  that  in  m}^  judgment  ought  to  regulate  the 
action  of  our  government  in  carrying  that  system  into 
effect,  so  far  as  the  same  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  primary  object  avowed  by  all  departments  of 
the  government  in  the  commencement  of  our  system 
of  internal  improvement,  was  to  secure  to  our  com- 
mercial emporium  a  due  portion  of  the  increasing 
western  trade  or  commerce,  and  to  develop  the  im- 
mense mineral  resources  of  this  commonwealth  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  coal  and  iron  fields  in  such 
exhaustless  abundance,  and  the  agricultural  produc- 
tions of  her  fertile  valleys  in  her  interior  northern 
and  western  counties.  To  carry  this  design  into  opera- 
tion, the  main  lines  between  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burg and  the  Lakes  were  first  undertaken,  and  the 
coal  and  iron  fields  of  the  north  and  north-west  pene- 
trated by  the  Susquehanna  canals. 

The  immediate  tributaries  of  the  main  lines  open- 
ing into  rich  mineral  deposits,  of  course  form  a  part 
of  the  system  and  are  necessarv  to  its  entire  com- 
pletion.  To  secure  the  trade  of  the  western  States, 
and  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  New  York,  was 
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also  an  essential  object  of  the  founders  of  our  im 
provement  system. 

Experience  clearly  demonstrates  the  wisdom  and 
sound  policy  of  the  undertaking.  Had  all  the  energy 
and  means  of  the  commonwealth  been  devoted  to  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  this  system  in  its  original  sim- 
plicity, the  State  would  now  be  reaping  the  full  fruits 
of  her  expenditures,  and  the  public  debt  would  not 
have  been  swelled  to  its  present  enormous  amount. 
Influenced,  however,  by  unfortunate  causes  and  coun- 
sels, the  legislation  of  the  State  has  recently  tended 
to  distract  the  attention  and  divide  the  means  of  the 
public  by  the  prosecution  of  various  undertakings,  un- 
connected with  the  main  lines,  and  in  manv  instances 
wholly  for  the  benefit  of  private  companies;  thus  plac- 
ing the  public  means  under  their  unlimited  control, 
when  the  faith  of  the  commonwealth  was  already 
pledged  to  apply  its  resources  to  the  completion  of  its 
own  works,  and  to  the  payment  of  its  own  liabilities. 
It  is  manifest  at  a  glance  that  just  so  far  as  the  orig- 
inal system  has  been  departed  from,  so  far  has  the 
system  itself  been  retarded,  and  the  public  money 
been  squandered  upon  unproductive  objects.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  these  objects  may  not  have  been  of  great 
value  to  particular  sections  and  particular  individ- 
uals, but  the  public  at  large,  had  not  the  same  interest 
in  them,  nor  could  their  commencement,  or  even  com- 
pletion, materially  contribute  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  main  design.  I  rank  them  accordingly  among 
that  class  of  secondary  improvements  which  should 
not  be  undertaken  by  the  commonwealth,  while  others 
of  much  greater  importance  remain  unfinished  and 
unprofitable. 

It  has  only  been  within  the  few  last  years,  that  this 
infraction  of  the  internal  improvement  system  has 
been  carried  to  the  greatest  extent.  The  drains  upon 
the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth,  through  a  thou- 
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sand  unseen  channels,  have  frittered  down  her  re- 
sources, crippled  her  energies,  and  involved  her  in  the 
most  inextricable  difficulties.  To  a  person  not  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  facts,  it  would  be  a  ques- 
tion not  easv  to  solve,  from  an  examination  of  the  re- 
cent  appropriation  bills,  whether  the  main  lines  of 
our  improvements  were  prosecuted  on  account  of  their 
own  intrinsic  importance,  or  merely  as  pretexts  for 
lavishing  upon  numberless  other  subordinate  objects, 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  money  of  the  people.  In 
some  instances,  as  in  that  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, the  appropriations  to  secondary  objects  have  been 
made  first,  while  the  appropriations  to  the  main  lines 
have  thus  far  failed  entirely.  It  will  be  but  one  step 
further  in  the  departure  from  the  original  system,  to 
drop  the  main  lines  altogether  and  henceforth  dis- 
perse the  treasure  of  the  commonwealth  among  in- 
corporated companies,  local  prejudices,  local  interest, 
and  expert  bargaining  to  secure,  in  the  general  scram- 
ble, the  largest  share  of  the  public  money. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  attribute  to  any  of 
these  motives,  or  to  the  influence  of  any  of  these 
causes,  the  formation  of  the  present  bill.  •  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  direct  tendency  of  this  course  of  legislation 
— to  what  consequences  it  must  inevitably  lead;  not 
to  what  result  it  has  already  reached  in  its  progressive 
influence  on  the  legislation  of  the  commonwealth. 

.Unless  a  radical  change  of  my  opinion  should  take 
place,  I  can  never  yield  my  sanction  to  the  predomi- 
nancy of  this  innovation  on  our  internal  improvement 
system.  I  conceive  it  to  be  at  open  variance  with  ju- 
dicious economy,  sound  policy  and  enlightened  legis- 
lation. Thus  viewing  it,  I  should  be  recreant  to  my 
duty,  were  I  to  sanction  this  bill.  No  man  can  be 
more  reluctant  than  I  am  to  exert  the  veto  power.  I 
shall  never  do  it  on  light  or  trivial  occasions;  still 
less  shall  I  claim  to  set  up  my  opinion  in  opposition 
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to  that  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly;  but  when  the 
completion  of  the  main  lines  of  improvements  and 
the  interest  of  the  people  are  all  involved  in  a  mea- 
sure, I  cannot  hesitate  in  the  adoption  of  my  course. 

It  is  highly  desirable,  no  doubt,  to  those  concerned, 
that  the  debts  of  all  turnpike  companies,  and  in  fact 
of  all  other  companies  in  the  commonwealth  should 
be  paid.  But  the  question  is  at  this  time,  shall  we 
borrow  money  to  pay  them?  when  it  requires  the 
joint  exertion  of  every  branch  of  the  government  to 
sustain  its  credit,  which  has  been  already  stretched 
to  its  utmost  limit  to  satisfy  existing  liabilities,  and 
to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the  management 
of  the  public  affairs.  I  cannot  believe  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  are  prepared  to  answer  this  question 
in  the  affirmative.  If  I  have  misconceived  my  duty, 
or  misunderstood  the  public  sentiment,  it  is  a  gratify- 
ing consideration  that  an  ample  remedy  is  provided 
by  the  constitution.  Claiming  only  the  merit  of  recti- 
tude of  intention,  I  cheerfully  commit  this  bill  to  the 
action  of  the  legislature,  and  to  the  final  judgment  of 
the  people — satisfied  that  on  this,  as  on  all  other 
subjects,  they  are  the  best  judges  of  their  own  in- 
terests, and  of  the  fidelity  of  their  public  servants. 

Although  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  main 
subject  of  this  communication,  it  seems  to  me  not  to 
be  improper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
again  to  the  means  of  increasing  the  credit  of  the  state 
and  of  rendering  it  at  all  times  more  certainly  avail- 
able. During  the  existence  of  our  present  currency^ 
mainly  composed  as  it  is  of  paper,  fluctuations  in  our 
pecuniary  affairs  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  are  per- 
haps unavoidable.  Apprehensions  of  this  state  of 
things  frequently  operate  to  deter  capitalists  from  ad- 
vancing money  to  the  State  when  required  for  public 
purposes.  It  is  believed  that  this  evil  would  be  prin- 
cipally removed,  if  provision  were  made  by  law  for 
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paying  tlie  loan-holders  the  interest  on  the  loans,  at 
all  times,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  equivalent  funds,  at 
their  own  discretion.  This  would  be  right  and  just, 
because  the  money  loaned  to  the  Commonwealth  was 
of  the  same  kind,  and  the  interest  on  it  should  be  paid 
in  a  medium  as  valuable  to  the  creditors,  as  the  orig- 
inal advancement.  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  legis- 
lature the  propriety  of  enquiring  into  the  subject  and 
of  adopting  such  measures  as  are  compatible  with 
sound  policy  and  enlightened  justice.  No  occasion 
should  be  spared,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
or  of  the  legislature,  to  impart  to  the  credit  and  stand- 
ing of  this  great  Commonwealth,  all  the  strength  and 
stability  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  her  native  re- 
sources, and  the  industry,  enterprize  and  integrity  of 
her  citizens. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  May  9,  1839. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Alexander  McCalmont  to 
be  President  Judge  of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. 

Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE    ALEXANDER    M'CALMONT,    OF 
Venango  county,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the 
eighteenth  judicial  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  M'Kean,  Potter,  Warren  and  Jefferson. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  May  29,  1839. 
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To  the  Senate  Concerning  the  Gettysburg  Railroad. 

IN  REPLY  TO  YOUR  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  6TH 
instant,  I  have  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  in  com- 
pliance with  the  ''resolution  to  suspend  the  work 
on  the  Gettysburg  rail  road,"  prompt  measures  were 
taken  to  ascertain  ''the  whole  amount  of  claims  on  the 
line,  on  estimates,  or  for  retained  per  centage;  also 
for  salaries  of  officers  and  agents,  for  labor  or  for 
any  other  purpose;"  and  that  during  the  present  week 
the  reports  of  the  officers. charged  with  that  duty  have 
been  received. 

These  are  all  the  material  facts,  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  your  inquiry,  which  it  is  within  the  power  of 
the  Executive  to  communicate  to  the  Senate.  They 
fully  answer  the  call  made  on  me  by  the  resolution, 
unless,  in  requiring  me  to  state  "why  the  delay  in 
procuring  the  money  and  paying  the  contractors  has 
taken  place,"  the  Senate  intended  to  require  me  to 
communicate  the  reason  or  motives  by  which  I  have 
been  governed  in  relation  to  this  business.  If  such 
was  the  design  of  the  Senate,  I  must  decline  to  com- 
ply with  its  requisition.  Being  an  independent  and 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  I  do  not  recog- 
nize its  right  to  make  such  demand,  and  also  because 
the  time  and  manner  of  advertising  for  and  procuring 
loans  are  duties  belonging  exclusively  to  the  Execu- 
tive, in  which  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  have 
neither  responsibility  nor  share.  Claiming  to  under- 
stand and  respect  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  I  shall  stu- 
diously avoid  any  infringement  upon  them ;  and  claim- 
ing also  to  understand  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
Executive,  under  the  Constitution,  I  shall  take  especial 
care  that  they  shall  not  be  invaded,  and  will  maintain 
them  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities.  Independence  and 
harmony  of  action  only  can  be  preserved  by  strictly 
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observing  the  rights  of  all  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment. This  course  I  shall  pursue  at  all  times, 
without  deviation. 

The  resolution  for  suspending  the  said  work  author- 
izes the  Governor  to  negotiate  a  temporary  loan  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  repaid  within  six  months,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  contractors  and  others.  This  loan,  if  negotiated 
before  the  month  of  July,  will  fall  due  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legislature,  and  up  to  the  present  time 
no  provision  has  been  made  for  its  redemption.  I 
have  waited  with  much  solicitude  for  some  legislative 
action  on  the  subject  of  providing  for  the  repayment 
of  this  monev  at  the  end  of  six  month  from  the  time 
the  loan  may  be  negotiated;  for  it  certainly  could  not 
be  the  intention  of  any  one  that  the  Executive  should 
be  required  to  promise  to  pay  that  amount  of  money, 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  commonwealth  therefor, 
when  he  knew  that  no  legislative  provision  was  made 
for  its  repayment.  Whenever  thi§  provision  shall  be 
made  the  matter  shall  be  taken  into  consideration. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  June  8,  1839. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Internal  Improvements. 

Gentlemen: 

THE    DEEP    STAKE    WHICH    THE    COMMON- 
wealth  has  in  the  speedy  completion  and  con- 
stant usefulness  of  our  internal  improvements, 
renders  it  my  duty  to  invoke  the  legislature,  now  ap- 
proaching the  close  of  its  session,  to  make  some  ade- 
quate provision  by  law  to  secure  these  objects. 

In  the  message  that  I  communicated  to  you  on  the 
26th  day  of  January,  I  explained  at  some  length,  the 
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general  views  I  entertained  in  respect  to  the  import- 
ance of  finishing  the  main  lines  of  improvements,  and 
those  tributaries  leading  directly  into  them.  Those 
views  remain  not  only  unchanged,  but  have  been 
strengthened  by  reflection  and  experience.  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  enlightened  policy  and  sound  economy,  call 
alike  for  early  and  efficient  appropriations  to  complete 
these  works. 

But  the  chief  object  of  this  communication,  is  to 
urge  upon  your  attention  the  pressing  necessity  of  im- 
mediately providing  a  sufficient  fund  for  repairs.  The 
money  in  the  treasury  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
repairs,  is  not  only  entirely  exhausted,  but  demands 
exceeding  the  amount  of  two  thousand  dollars 
have  been  made  at  the  treasury,  which  there  are 
no  funds  appropriated  by  law  to  meet.  It  must  there- 
fore be  manifest,  that  without  a  speedy  appropriation, 
the  continuance  of  operations  on  our  public  improve- 
ments, is  extremely  precarious.  The  tolls  derived  from 
our  canals  and  rail  roads  are  all  pledged  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  incurred  in  their  construc- 
tion. Kot  one  dollar  of  the  income  arising  from  them 
can  be  applied  to  repairs;  and  unless  funds  be  pro- 
vided by  the  legislature,  the  use  of  the  public  improve- 
ments, throughout  the  remainder  of  this  year,  must 
depend  upon  chance,  or  a  violation  of  the  law.  Should 
bridges,  aqueducts  or  dams  get  out  of  order,  or  be  car- 
ried away,  the  treasury  is  without  means  to  repair 
them.  The  constitution  prudently  and  wisely  forbids 
that  "money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in 
consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,''  and  I 
know  of  no  mode  of  obtaining  the  requisite  means, 
unless  it  be  by  re-asesmbling  the  legislature,  or  by 
trampling  this  stern  injunction  of  the  constitution 
under  foot.  To  both  of  these  expedients  there  are 
strong  objections,  and  I  trust  the  legislature  would 
feel  as  repugnant  to  the  adoption  of  either,  as  1  do 
myself. 
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I  will  not  undertake  to  fix  upon  the  amount  needed 
for  repairs  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legisla- 
ture, on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1840.  The  cur- 
rent dilapidations  of  time,  accident  and  use,  are  to  be 
provided  for,  as  well  as  preparations  to  be  made  for 
numerous  repairs  during  the  coming  spring.  Much 
is  lost  both  in  time  and  expense,  by  postponing  the  day 
of  preparation  until  it  is  too  late.  From  the  reports 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  their  engineers,  your  com- 
mittees, and  other  sources,  you  can  readily  determine 
this  question,  and  accommodate  your  appropriation 
to  the  public  wants,  and  the  public  expectation. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  tolls  on  our  public 
improvements  are  all  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  our  public  debt.  It  should  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that  by  failing  to  keep  these  improvements  in  a 
state  of  efficient  repair,  this  interest  fund  is  jeopar- 
dized, the  credit  of  the  state  may  be  seriously  affected, 
and  the  future  value  of  our  improvements  themselves 
be  deeply  impaired.  For  if,  through  the  inadequacy 
of  means  to  repair  our  public  works,  they  should  cease 
to  be  capable  of  doing  the  business  of  the  public,  it 
must  inevitably  happen  that  much  of  the  business 
upon  them  will  pass  off  into  other  channels  never  to 
be  regained.  This  would  be  a  result  which  no  true 
Pennsylvanian  could  contemplate  without  feelings  of 
the  deepest  mortification  and  regret.  I  am  certain 
it  is  a  result  which  no  patriot  will  contribute  to  pro- 
duce. • 

If  anything  could  add  to  the  regret  it  would  occa- 
sion, it  would  be  the  striking  fact,  that  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  peace,  prosperity  and  advancing  glory,  with- 
out even  a  shadow  to  obscure  the  bright  path  before 
us. 

Our  system  of  public  improvements  is  firmly  estab- 
lished; hostility  has  yielded  its  ground,  and  there  is 
not  a  county  in  the  commonwealth  that  does  not,  di- 
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rectly  or  indirectly,  share  and  acknowledge  the  bene- 
fits it  is  conferring  on  all  sections — the  near  and  the 
remote.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  to 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth,  to  the  people  of 
sister  states  and  of  foreign  nations,  a  subject  of  as- 
tonishment, that  this  system,  so  fraught  with  advan- 
tages, in  the  "full  tide  of  successful  experiment," 
should  be  suddenly  arrested,  the  unfinished  portions 
remain  unfinished,  and  the  finished  parts  be  abandoned 
to  accident,  without  means  to  keep  them  in  repair,  at 
at  time  when  every  man  in  and  out  of  the  Legislature 
admits  that  such  a  course  is  at  direct  variance  with 
true  wisdom  and  sound  policy. 

I  make  these  suggestions,  w^ith  a  firm  hope,  and  I 
will  add,  a  strong  belief,  too,  that  they  will  meet  the 
entire  concurrence  of  the  legislature;  and  that,  al- 
though in  the  usual  course  of  events,  its  session  must 
be  of  brief  duration,  it  will  not  fail  to  make  ample 
provision  for  these  important  interests. 

I  most  respectfully,  and  most  earnestly  solicit  the 
legislature  to  bestow  on  these  interests  that  attention 
to  which  their  magnitude  entitle  them;  and  to  pursue 
in  reference  to  them,  the  path  of  duty  pointed  out  by 
sound  wisdom,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  wants  and  ex- 
pectations of  the  people. 

Nothing  but  the  paramount  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject to  the  public  at  large,  and  particularly  to  that 
numerous  and  enterprising  class  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  involved 
in  the  successful  operations  of  our  public  improve- 
ments, has  induced  me  to  call  your  attention  to  it 
again,  before  you  adjourn. 

Being  responsible  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
devolving  on  the  Executive,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  an  es- 
sential part  of  that  duty  to  make  this  communication, 
and  I  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands,  to  be  disposed 
of  as  you  think  proper;  resting  satisfied  that  if,  from 
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any  cause,  the  transportation  on  our  public  improve- 
ments be  suspended  for  the  want,  of  adequate  appro- 
priations, the  responsibility  will  not  be  justly  charge- 
able to  the  Executive. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  June  10,  1839. 


To  the  Assembly  Nominating  Trevanion  B.  Dallas 
to  be  Assistant  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Alle- 
gheny County. 


I 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  14,  1839. 
Gentlemen: 
NOMINATE  TREVANION  B.  DALLAS,  TO  BE 
assistant  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  county 
of  Allegheny. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  G.  Snowden  to  be 
Associate  Judge  of  Armstrong  County. 


I 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  21,  1839. 
Gentlemen: 

HEREBY  NOMINATE  CHARLES  G.  SNOWDEN 
to  be  associate  judge  of  Armstrong  county,  in  the 
room  of  Robert  Orr,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  1>0RTER. 


5^4 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Charles  I.  IngersoU 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  the  provisions 
of  an  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly entitled  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  People  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed 
the  Ninth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
andT  thirty-two,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
to  declare  by  proclamation  the  names  of  the  respective 
persons  returned  to  him  as  duly  elected  in  each  Con- 
gressional district; 

And  whereas  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth did  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  deliver  to  his  sue 
cessor  in  office  in  the  department  of  State,  duplicat<^ 
returns  of  the  election  held  on  Tuesday  the  ninth  day 
of  October,  for  one  Representative  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  third  Congressional  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  signed  by  Charles  Vansant,  Andrew 
Hogue,  and  J.  H.  Flitcroft,  return  Judges,  one  of 
which  returns  hj  an  indorsement  thereon  was  in  the 
Secretary's  office,  October  22,  18.38,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  Charles  I.  IngersoU  was  duly  elected  to 
represent  the  said  Congressional  district  composed  of 
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the  County  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  exceptions  of 
the  district  of  Southwark,  the  townships  of  Moyamen- 
sing,  Passyiink,  Blockley,  Penn,  Germantown,  Rox- 
borough,  Bristol,  and  Kingsessing,  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

Now  therefore,  I  issue  this  proclamation  hereby  de- 
claring that  Charles  I.  Ingersoll  as  aforesaid  has  been 
returned  as  duly  elected  in  the  third  Congressional  dis- 
trict on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  as  a  representative  of  the 
people  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  two  years  commencing  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sixty-fourth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Frs.  R.  Shunk. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  George  McCuUoch 
as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  E.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


/■M^ 


I 


A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  four- 
teenth Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Centre, 
and  Clinton,  on  Wednesday  the  twentieth  day  of  No- 
vember instant,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  passed  the  second  day  July,  A. 
D.  Eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  it  appears  that 
George  McCulloch  was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  William  W. 
Potter,  Esquire; 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  act  before  recited  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  elec- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected; 
Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  George  Mc- 
Culloch is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  a  representative  of  this  State  in 
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the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  for 
which  the  said  William  W.  Potter,  Esquire,  was  elected 
to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sixty-fourth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Frs.  K.   Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IT  APPEARS  TO  ME  AN  APPROPRIATE  OCCA- 
sion  in  transmitting  to  the  legislature  my  first 
annual  message  to  contemplate  for  a  few  moments, 
the  peculiar  change  in  the  circumstances  that  attend 
its  present  meeting,  from  those  which  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  last  legislature.  The  members  of  the 
present  legislature  come  together  in  a  spirit  of  peac<r 
and  amity,  to  perform  the  various  important  duties 
confided  to  them  by  the  people.  Jarring  and  discord- 
ant interests  will  not,  I  trust,  distract  their  councils, 
nor  "contested  elections,'^  love  of  office,  or  reluctance 
to  yield  submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  dis- 
turb their  harmonious  action,  and  shake  for  a  time 
the  confidence  of  our  sister  states  and  of  the  world,  in 
the  integrity  and  stability  of  our  republican  govern- 
ment itself. 

The  scenes  witnessed  at  Harrisburg  on  the  4th  day 
of  December,  1838,  and  for  several  ensuing  weeks,  are 
too  memorable  to  be  soon  forgotten.     During  that  un- 


588  Papers  of  the  Governors? 

fortunate  period,  for  the  lirst  time,  in  the  history  of 
this  commonwealth,  was  it  deemed  necessary,  by  those 
entrusted  with  the  functions  of  the  government,  to 
appeal  to  military  force  to  protect  the  civil  authori- 
ties in  the  discharge  of  their  own  duties,  against  the 
alleged  interposition  of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth,  who  were  present  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, as  was  their  privilege,  to  witness  the  cere- 
monies of  organizing  the  legislature.  Whatever  dis- 
orderly occurrences  took  place  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives and  in  the  senate,  on  the  day  already  named, 
are  to  be  deeply  regretted;  but  still  more  is  it  to 
be  regretted,  that  these  occurrences  found  the  least 
cause  to  create,  or  palliation  to  excuse  them  in  the  con- 
duct of  men,  whose  stations,  whose  duty,  and  whose 
oaths  all  conspired  to  restrain  them  from  flagrant  and 
wanton  violation  of  the  law  and  the  constitution.  It 
is  a  melancholy  symptom  of  insubordination,  and  hos- 
tility to  the  restraints  of  social  order,  when  even  pri- 
\ate  citizens  openly  set  at  naught  the  laws  of  the 
land: — it  is  conclusive  proof  of  a  spirit  worse,  far 
worse  in  its  tendency,  when  officers  solemnly  sworn 
to  obey  and  execute  the  laws  trample  them  contemptu- 
ously under  foot.  In  doing  so,  they  seem  to  forget 
that  not  only  public  officers,  but  even  laws,  and  con- 
stitutions of  government,  exert  their  authority  over  a 
free  people,  only  by  virtue  of  public  opinion.  With- 
draw from  them  this  potent  support,  and  they  fall  alike 
powerless  and  unheeded. 

The  public  officer  will  possess  the  confidence  and 
enjoy  the  respect  of  the  people,  so  long  as  his  conduct 
is  conformable  to  their  wishes,  their  wants,  and  the 
law;  but  he  will  possess  the  one  and  enjoy  the  other 
no  longer.  The  law  or  the  constitution  will  remain 
in  force,  while  it  is  believed  to  be  capable  of  promot- 
ing the  public  happiness  and  public  good.  The  mo- 
ment either  ceases  to  be  productive  of  this  result,  it  is 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  589 

yijl)j<^cted  to  the  wholesome  remedy  of  repeal  or  modifi- 
catiou.  The  laws  of  nature,  and  the  recognized  prin- 
ciples of  our  own  free  government,  point  out  the  jus- 
tice and  the  duty  of  this  course. 

These  elementary  principles  should  be  ever  present 
to  the  mind  of  those  who  are  invested  with  authority. 
They  would  enforce  the  lesson  inculcated  by  all  ex- 
perience, that  no  officer  of  the  people  can  depart  from 
his  duty  and  continue  to  command  their  respect  and 
their  support.  They  would  admonish  public  function- 
aries, that  those  who  forget  them,  those  who  determine 
to  resist  the  popular  will,  and  treat  elections  as  if 
they  had  not  taken  place,  must  expect  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  the  keenest  disapprobation,  the  deepest 
popular  commotion,  and  it  may  be  the  most  fearless 
and  patriotic  deliance  of  their  menaces  and  their 
power;  against  which,  even  legislative  enactments  are 
vain,  and  the  bayonets  of  any  other  soldiery  than  those 
of  a  standing  army  pointless,  impotent  and  unavail- 
ing. In  such  emergencies  they  would  learn  that  they 
could  put  no  reliance  on  the  aid  of  ^'citizen  soldiers," 
for  they  will  participate  in  the  feelings  and  the  wrongs 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  refuse  obedience  to  those 
who  would  command  them,  if  they  consider  such  obe- 
dience intended  to  insult  those  feelings  or  aggravate 
those  wrongs. 

Our  own  recent  experience  affords  abundant  con- 
firmation of  these  general  truths.  We  can  proudly 
refer  to  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  for  proof,  un- 
doubted proof,  that  our  republican  instutions  are 
reared  on  a  foundation  not  only  permanent  but  im- 
pregnable. We  have  seen  them  assailed,  at  times,  by 
both  corruption  and  force,  by  adversity  and  prosperity, 
by  foreign  war  and  domestic  discord;  by  the  inde- 
pendent energies  of  the  people  and  the  audacity  of 
those  they  had  entrusted  with  powder;  they  have  with- 
stood all  these  trials,  they  have  not  been  shaken,  but 
around  them  have  clung  with  a  broader  and  firmer 
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grasp,  every  feeling  of  affection  and  every  principle 
of  liberty  that  can  animate  the  breasts  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

But  a  year  has  elapsed  since  the  patriot  was  trem- 
bling for  the  fate  of  this  Commonwealth,  agitated,  as 
it  seemed,  to  the  very  verge  of  a  civil  war  between  the 
people  and  their  rulers.  The  danger  is  past — tran- 
quility is  restored — the  legislature  assembles  as  those 
did,  composed  of  the  fathers  of  the  republic,  under 
auspicious  omens;  scarce  a  trace  of  the  convulsion 
remains,  except  in  the  stern  and  awful  lesson  it  has 
taught  to  all  public  functionaries,  a  lesson  they  will 
not  in  future  dare  to  deride,  that  when  a  majority  of 
the  people  has  passed  judgment  on  any  men  or  any 
measure,  it  is  worse  than  folly  and  desperation,  to 
treat  that  judgment  as  if  it  had  not  been  pronounced. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  gracious  Providence  for  a  sea- 
son of  general  health,  of  abundant  harvests,  and  for 
as  great  a  measure  of  prosperity  and  blessings,  as  in 
his  inscrutable  wisdom,  he  usually  bestows  on  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  Peace  with  foreign  nations,  se- 
curity to  our  wide  and  extended  commerce,  and  re- 
spect to  our  flag,  in  all  seas,  characterize  our  national 
relations,  and  demonstrate  that  their  guardianship 
is  reposed  in  faithful  hands. 

In  performing  the  duty  enjoined  on  me  by  the  con- 
stitution, of  giving  to  the  legislature  information  of 
the  state  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommending  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  I  may  judge  ex- 
pedient, 1  must,  in  the  first  place,  invite  your  attention 
to  our  financial  condition,  as  the  subject  of  first  im- 
portance to  the  people.  A  full  exposition  of  the  debt 
due  by  the  state  to  the  holders  of  the  certificates  of 
the  various  loans  authorized  by  law,  will  appear  in 
the  following  tabular  statements,  showing  the  amount 
of  the  several  loans — when  authorized — when  due — 
for  what  purposes  made,  and  the  annual  interest 
thereon. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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STATE  LOANS. 

Nature  of  Loans.  Dates  of  Acts  Authorizing.        When  Reim 

bursable.  Amount. 

Stock   Loan 2d  April,    1821,    1  June,    1841 $930,000  00 

30  March,  1824 1  January,    1839.*.  220.000  00 

30  March,  1824 1  May,    1839* 380,000  00 

11  April,    1825 1  January,    1840,*.  150,000  00 

1  April,    1826,    1  December,  1846,.  300.000  00 

9  April,    1837 1  December,  1850,.  1,000,000  00 

24  March.    1828 1  December,  1853, .  2,000,000  00 

18  December,    1828,     1  January,    1854...  800.000  00 

22  April,   1829 1  December,  1854,.  2,200,000  00 

7  December,       1829,       and    i  1  May,   1839.* 90,000  00 

do.        do 4  January,    1831,    ^  1  May,  1844,   62,500  00 

'  1  April,    1847 50,000  00 

13  March,   1830 4  March,  1858 4,000,000  00 

21  March,    1831 1  July,     1856, 2.483,16188 

30  March,    1831 1  July,     1856 300,000  00 

30  March,    1832 1  July,     1860 2,348,680  00 

5  April,    1832 1  July,     1860 300,000  00 

16  February,   1833 1  July,     1858 2,540.66144 

27  March,  1833 1  July,     1858, 530,000  00 

5  April,    1834 1  July,     1862,." 2.265,400  00 

13  April,    1835 1  July,     1865 959,600  00 

Loan  for  eastern  (  28  March,         1831,         and  I 

penitentiary,   ..  \   9  April,    1833 (  28  March,  1861 120,000  00 

Loan    for    Union  /    1  March  and  ^„   .      „     ^„„„ 

1  C-,cT^  V        1000  10  April,  1863 

conal  company,  '  16  December,  1833 

Temp'ry  loan  for  1 

E.     &     N.     Br.  [-Res.  16  June,   1836 •  200,000  00 

Ex ' 

Temporary  loan,   ..12  Sec.  act  14  April,  1838...,                                     •  600,000  00 

do.                 do.     .,  3  Sec.          do.             do.     ...                                     *  200,000  00 

Stock    loan 26  January,    1839 1  July,  1859 1,200,000  00 

do.        do 9  February.   1839,    1  July,   1864 1,280,000  00 

do.        do 16  March,    1839 1  July,   1864 100,000  00 

do.        do Res.  27  March,    1839 1  July,  1868 470,000  00 

do.        do Act  7  June,  1839 1  July,   1859 50,000  00 

do.        do 27  June,    1839 1  July,   1864 1,150,000  00 

Temporary  loan,  .,27  June,    1839,    1  March,  1840 220,000  00 

Stock               do.     ..19  July,    1839 1  July,  1868 2,054,000  00 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

4o. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

200,000  00 


$31,754,003  32 


By  the  loans  authorized  since  the  15th  January,  1839,  provision 
has  been  made  for  the  payment  of  prior  loans  falling-  due 
before  the  meeting-  of  the  legislature  in  1840,  marked  thus  * 
in  the  above  table,  and  amounting  to 1. 840.000  00 


Whole  amount  of  state  loans  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  per  annum  except  $200,000.00,  which  bears  4% 
per   cent $29,914,003  32 

The  following  state  debts  do  not  bear  interest. 

There  was  due  on  the  15th  January,  1839,  by 
appropriations  to  internal  Improvement  pur- 
poses—miscellaneous objects,  &c.,  (See  State 
treasurers  report.  Journal  H.  R,,  1838-9,  vol.  2. 
page  11),   the  sum  of,    $2,076,786  87 


592  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

There  has  been  paid  on  this  account 

by    loans    authorized    at    the    last 

session |457, 750  00 

Out  of  funds  of  treasury,   258,891  17  716,641  17 

1,360,145  70 

Due  United  States  on  account  of  surplus  revenue,   2,867,514  78 

Aggregate  amount  of  state  debt,   $34,141,663  80 

Abstract  of  the  appropriations  of  the  loans  authorized  since  the  15th 

January,  1839. 

To  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,    $822,250  00 

To  pay  temporary  and  stock  loans, 1,840,000  OO 

To    pay   debts    due    on    appropriations   previously 

made  to  various  internal  improvements 457,750  00 

To  pay  repairs  of  the  Huntingdon  breach 380,000  00 

To  pay  repairs  of  the  canal  and  railways,  705,000  00 

To  pay  for  avoiding  Columbia  inclined  plane, 69,000  00 

To  pay  old  debts,    145,000  00 

To  pay  damages,    new   work  on  old  lines,    canal 

commissioners,    &c 105,000  00 

To  pay  for  locomotives,   ropes,   &c.,  for  railways,  100,000  OO 

To  pay  on  account  reservoirs  Portage  railway,....  70,000  00 

$4,694,000  00 

Towards  compleating  public  works  commenced  in  1836. 

North  Branch   extension,    $630,000  04 

Erie  extension 800,000  00 

Sinnemahoning    extension 30,000  00 

Wiconisco   canal,    190,000  00 

1, 650, 000  00 

Towards  the  following  improvements: 

Survey  railroad,   Harrisburg  to  Pittsburg $30,000  00 

Stock  in  Franklin  railroad,    100, 000  OO 

Stock  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,    50,000  00 

180,000  00 


Whole  amount  of  loans  authorized  at  the  last  session $6,524,000  00 


It  thus  appears  that  the  state  debt  amounts  to  the 
vast  sum  of  |34,141,663 .  80— of  which  the  sum  of  |29,- 
914,003.32  being  due  upon  state  loans  bears  an  an- 
nual interest  of  |1,494,700.16. 

This  aggregate  state  debt  (with  the  exception  of 
$180,000.00,  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature  to  the  survey  of  a  railway  from  Harrisburg 
to  Pittsburg — to  stock  in  the  Franklin  rail  road,  and 
to  stock  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  as  above 
stated),  was  contracted  prior  to  the  15th  January, 
1839,  the  day  of  my  inauguration.  It  is  true  that  the 
sum  of  16,524,000.00  was  authorized  to  be  borrowed 
since  that  period — but  the  whole  of  this  large  amount 
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with  the  above  exception),  was  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  debts  and  liabilities  due,  and  falling  due, 
in  the  year  1839,  for  the  payment  of  which  no  provi- 
sion had  been  made  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  m}^  office. 

It  is  evident  from  this  simple  statement  of  the  public 
debt,  that  whatever  may  be  its  amount,  or  whatever 
the  inconvenience  we  suffer  from  it,  none  of  the  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  me.  All  the  additions  that 
have  be  made  to  it,  since  I  came  into  office,  have  been 
either  to  pay  debts  already  due,  or  to  prosecute  con- 
tracts for  works  then  commenced  and  in  a  state  so 
forward,  as  to  forbid  their  abandonment.  This  pub- 
lic debt  has  been  contracted  under  full  authority  of 
law.  The  faith  and  honor  of  the  people  are  pledged, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  annually  accruing,  and  to  the  final  payment  of 
the  principle.  Every  consideration  of  duty,  integrity 
and  national  fidelity,  binds  us  to  the  honest  perform- 
ance of  our  part  of  the  bargain  with  the  holders  of  the 
certificat,^s  of  our  loans.  It  is  immaterial  whether  we 
received  these  loans  in  paper  money,  or  in  gold  and 
silver;  whether  in  merchandize,  railroad  iron,  or  any 
other  commoditv; — we  have  received  a  consideration 
in  something;  we  have  issued  the  certificates  of  stock, 
and  we  must  abide  by  the  contracts  which  we  ourselves 
invited  others  to  make  with  us,  and  ratified  in  all  due 
forms  of  law. 

I  stated  in  my  inaugural  address,  that  I  believed 
although  the  state  debt  was  large,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  had  been  incurred  by  injudicious 
legislation  and  expenditures,  yet  that  I  was  con- 
vinced the  public  improvements  constructed  by 
it,  and  the  general  increase  of  the  value  of  property 
in  the  commonwealth,  were  fully  equal  to  the 
whole    amount    of   the    debt.      I    still    entertain    the 

same  opinion,  but  in  submitting  to  your  consideration 
38— Vol.  VL— 4th  Ser. 
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a  statement  of  the  resources  of  the  eommonweajth,  I 
feel  it  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  exhibit  the  actual 
productiveness  of  our  internal  improvements,  in  a 
light  somewhat  less  flattering,  than  that  in  which  it 
has  usually  appeared.  I  am  constrained  to  pursue  this 
course  by  a  high  sense  of  duty,  and  not  by  any  desire 
to  arouse  hostility  against  them,  or  to  w^eaken  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  in  their  ultimate  value  and  util- 
ity. It  has  been  customary,  hitherto,  to  state  the  gross 
amount  of  tolls  derived  from  our  canals  and  railroads, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  convey  the  impression  that  they 
yielded  that  sum,  clear  of  all  deductions  for  manage- 
ment and  repairs.  The  constant  yearly  increase  of 
tolls  has  served  as  a  powerful  stimulant  to  the  prose- 
cution and  extension  of  the  entire  system  of  our  im- 
I)rovements.  Men  of  sanguine  feelings  have  confi- 
dently looked  forward  to  an  early  day,  on  which  the 
tolls  arising  from  our  improvements  would  not  only 
pay  the  interest  on  the  whole  state  debt,  but  yield,  in 
addition,  a  large  surplus  to  be  applied  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal.  Local  interest,  and  ar- 
dent public  enterprise,  readily  concurred  in  this  opin- 
ion. We  had  embarked  in  the  system  too  deeply,  both 
in  pecuniary  inyestments,  and  state  pride,  to  turn 
back.  The  great  undertaking  must  go  through;  we 
hed  pledged  our  faith,  our  firmness  and  our  ability  to 
that  effort,  and  we  gathered  hope  and  confidence 
'wherever  they  could  be  found.  It  is  not  surprising^ 
therefore,  that  our  governors,  legislators  and  people, 
have  deceived  themselves,  and  deceived  each  other,  in 
pursuit  of  this  favorite  object.  It  forms  no  just 
ground  of  censure  against  against  the  active  support- 
ers of  our  system  of  internal  improvements,  that  they 
have  fallen  short — far  short;  of  public  expectation,  in 
the  amount  of  revenue  they  afford.  The  time  may 
perhaps  arrive,  at  no  very  distant  day,  when  the  in- 
crease of  our  population,  business  and  wealth,  will  en- 
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able  us  to  realize  the  flattering  anticipations  of  tlie 
c^arly  friends  of  the  system;  among  whom,  as  an  un- 
wavering advocate  and  supporter  of  that  system,  on 
judicious  principles,  I  am  proud  to  claim  a  rank.  It 
is  immaterial  what  we  had  hoped,  or  what  we  now 
desire,  on  this  subject;  it  is  our  duty  as  prudent  and 
faithful  guardians  of  the  public  interests,  to  examine 
it  with  candor,  and  to  act  upon  it  without  concealment 
or  fear. 

If  the  income  derived  from  our  public  improvements 
is  less  in  fact,  than  has  been  generally  represented  and 
supposed,  the  present  is  the  time  above  all  others, 
when  it  should  be  made  known,  and  measures  be  adopt- 
ed to  meet  the  deficiency.  The  following  tabular  state- 
ments show  the  amount  received  from  tolls  and  from 
motive  power,  during  each  of  the  last  five  years; 
the  amou"Qt  expended  for  motive  power,  repairs  and 
management  for  the  same  time,  and  similar  estimates 
of  tolls  and  expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  wit: 

1835.  Tolls  received,   |597,631  67 

Tolls     received     from 

motive  power, 86,726  10 

1684,357  77 
Repairs    and    cost    of 
motive  power, 431,626  10 

1252,731  67 

1836.  Tolls  received,   ......    |671,849  74 

Tolls     received     from 

motive  power, 166,281  04 

1838,130  78 
Repairs    and    cost    of 
motive  power, 551,024  63 

1287,106  15 


I 
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1837.  Tolls  received,   |758,765  12 

Tolls     received     from 

motive  power, 216,585  37 

1975,350  49 
Eepairs    and    cost    of 

motive  power, 883,516  86 

191,833  63 

1838.  Tolls  received, |721,458  70 

Tolls     received     from 

motive  power,  .....      244,570  94  • 

1966,029  64 

Repairs    and    cost    of 
motive  power, 1,069,657  71 

Deficit,      1103,628  07 

To  w^hich  deficiencv  for  said 
year  may  be  added  for 
debts  due  and  unpaid,  the 
sum  of,   275,000  00 

1378,628  07 

1839.  Tolls  received,   |821,780  58 

Tolls     received  .  from 

motive  power, 280,123  53 


-,101,904  11 
Repairs    and    cost    of 

motive  power,    ....      656,460  32 

1445,443  79 

For  this  year  the  sum  of  |100,000  was  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  motive  power,  but  of  this,  only  five 
or  six  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended. 

Thus  it  appears  from  these  statements,  that  the 
tolls  for  the  present  year,  exceed  the  amount  of  ex- 
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penditures  for  motive  power,  repairs  and  management, 
only  |44o,443.T9.  The  tolls  for  the  last  five  years, 
though  gradually  increasing,  only  exceed  the  expendi- 
tures on  the  lines  from  which  they  are  derived  |698,- 
587.17 — and  in  fact,  in  the  year  1838,  fell  short  of 
meeting  the  expenditures  |378,628.07,  including  the 
deficiencies  and  debts  due  at  the  end  of  the  year. — 
And  if  the  public  works  be  put  in  a  situation,  avail- 
able for  the  business  of  the  coming  year,  the  estimated 
tolls  will  not  more  than  equal  the  estimated  expendi- 
tures. It  is  perhaps  due  to  the  public  improvements 
to  state,  that,  after  payment  of  repairs  and  all  ex- 
penditures upon  them,  the  tolls  for  the  year  1839,  thus 
appear  to  have  exceeded  the  tolls  for  the  year  1838,  the 
sum  of  1824,071. 80.  I  refer  you  to  the  detailed  re- 
port of  the  Canal,  Commissioners  for  such  further  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  as  may  be  essential  to  a 
full  understanding  of  it. 

The  ordinary  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  aris- 
ing from  all  I'evenues  payable  into  the  treasury,  to- 
gether with  an  estimate  of-  the  whole  amount  of  public 
property,  will  appear  from  the  following  tabular  state- 
ments: 

Abstract  of  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  State  in  1839. 

Canal  and  railway  tolls, |821,780  58 

Auction    commissions    and    auction    du- 
ties,        101,728  61 

Collateral  inheritance  tax,    35,908  78 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,   166,079  50 

Dividends  on  turnpike,  bridge  and  nav- 
igation stock, 41,017  70 

Land  and  land  otlfice  fees, 46,594  95 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,    133,440  78 

Tax  on  certain  offices,   2,882  90 

Tax  on  writs,  &c.,   26,652  56 

Tavern  licenses,   49,027  77 
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Retailers'   licenses,    d8.202  97 

Tax  on  loan  companies,  2,240  00 

Escheats,    3,020  24 

Bank  charters,    100,000  00 

Hawkers  and  pedlars'  licenses, 3,925  15 

Miscellaneous,     18,617  35 


,621,119  84 


Abstract  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  State 

in  1839. 

Expenses  of  government,  |412,751  63 

Repairs — canal  and  railways, 376,336  79 

Militia  expenses, ., . . .  25,981  17 

Guarantee  of  interest,   24,562  22 

Pensions  and  gratuities, , 53,588  74 

Common  schools,  colleges,  &c.,   385,253  14 

House  of  Refuge,  5,000  00 

Penitentiaries,  eastern  and  western,  ..  30,826  54 

Interest  on  loans,    1,296,010  24 

Pay  of  collectors,  lock-keepers,  &c.,  . .  70,000  60 

Miscellaneous,     28,552  40 

12,708,863  47 

Public  Property. 

Bank  stock,   |2,108,700  00 

Turnpike  and  bridge  stock, 2,821,215  88 

Canal  and  navigation  stock, 602,579  91 

Rail  road  stock,   327,368  93 

Public  works,  canals,  railways,  &c.,  . .  26,399,220  56 

Money  du^  on  land,  estimated, '.  1,000,000  00 

$33,259,085  28 
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The  public  improvements  are  estimated  at  their 
original  cost,  and  the  bank  and  rail  road  stock  owned 
by  the  state,  at  its  par  value.  It  will  be  obvious  that 
this  estimate  has  relation  to  the  ultimate  value  of  all 
(except  the  bank  stock),  and  not  the  present  available 
value  which  this  public  property  may  bear. 

On  a  recapitulation  of  the  foregoing 

statements,    it    appears    from    them 

that  the  public  debt  amounts  to  the 

sum   of    134,141,663  80 

The  public  property  to,   33,259,085  28 

Balance,      |882,578  52 

The  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  com- 
monwealth for  all  purposes  for  the 

*    last  year,  are, |2,708,863  47 

The  ordinary  revenue  from  all  sources 

for  the  same  year,  amounts  to,  ....       1,621,119  84 


Leaving   a  gross  balance  against  the 

state  of, 11,087,743  63 


The  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  have  been  for  sev- 
eral years  gradually  verging  on  towards  deeper  and 
deeper  embarrassment,  until  we  have  at  length  reached 
this  unexpected  deficiency  of  funds  in  the  treasury, 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  The  people  have  been 
told,  again  and  again,  that  our  fiscal  condition  was 
flourishing  and  prosperous,  while  in  fact,  our  pros- 
perity was  all  based  on  paper  calculations  and  loans, 
which  loans,  we  are  just  now  beginning  to  perceive, 
bear  interest,  and  are  some  day  to  be  paid.  We  are 
now  compelled  to  forego  all  temporary  expedients,  and 
to  look  the  true  state  of  things  in  the  face.  We  must 
resort  to  taxes,  the  sale  of  the  public  improvements, 
or  to  further  loans.     The  public  improvements  cannot 
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be  sold  but  at  a  most  ruinous  sacrifice;  and  as  to  loans, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  we  can  procure  them  at  all,  un- 
less at  an  unwarranted  rate  of  interest.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  difficulties,  this  sum  due  by 
the  state  must  be  paid.  To  obtain  the  means  we 
have  at  the  best  a  choice  of  evils;  and  we  ought  to 
select  that  which  will  impose  on  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth  least  inconvenience  and  detriment.  I 
shall  recur  to  this  subject  again,  in  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  message.  • 

In  this  state  of  things  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
banks  in  this  commonwealth,  has  added  in  no  slight 
degree  to  our  embarrassments.  On  the  10th  day  of 
October,  last,  the  banks  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  sus- 
pended, wholly,  or  in  a  great  measure,  the  payment 
of  their  notes  and  other  liabilities,  in  specie.  Most 
of  the  banks  in  the  interior  speedily  followed  their 
example,  as  did  also  the  banks  in  nearly  all  the  other 
states  of  the  Union.  But  the  banks  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  and  a  few  others,  favoured  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, or  influenced  by  other  causes,  have  been 
able  to  withstand  the  current  of  demand,  and  have 
continued  to  pay  specie  until  the  present  time.  This 
suspension  was  an  event  unlooked  for  by  the  public, 
and  productive  of  the  most  unhappy  results.  It  has 
paralized  business, — shaken  both  state  and  individual 
credit, — crippled  all  our  monetary  operations,  and 
struck  a  death  blow  at  the  means  of  subsistence  pos- 
sessed by  that  j>ortion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  whose 
labor  and  industry  form  their  only  capital.  From  all 
classes  of  the  community,  save  those  alone  who  are 
interested  in  the  banks,  was  heard  a  loud  and  deep 
condemnation  of  this  measure.  Innumerable  reme- 
dies have  been  suggested, — some  looking  to  the  regu- 
lation of  these  institutions,  others  to  their  punish- 
ment and  extirpation.  I  was  besought  to  convene  the 
legislature  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  fixed  by  the 
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constitution,  and  very  numerous  conflicting  sugges- 
tions have  been  offered,  as  to  the  measures  of  relief 
that  should  be  recommended.  On  a  subject  so  vitally 
interesting  to  the  people  at  large,  as  that  of  the  cur- 
rency, I  was  persuaded  that  hasty  legislation  was 
neither  prudent  nor  desirable;  and  I  accordingly  de- 
clined to  convene  you  before  the  day  designated  in 
the  constitution.  Time  for  reflection,  time  for  fur- 
ther experience,  and  time  to  ascertain  the  general 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  people,  has  thus  been  af- 
forded, and  1  confidently  trust,  that  nothing  will  be 
lost  by  the  delay. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  of  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks,  is  the  vast  amount  of  small 
notes  issued  without  authority  of  law,  by  individuals 
and  corporations,  that  is  immediately  forced  into  cir- 
culation, to  supply  the  place  of  the  specie,  for  pur- 
poses of  small  change.  This  debasement  of  the  cur- 
rency aggravated  the  consequences  of  the  suspension 
in  1837.  It  ended  in  great  losses  to  the  public  and 
in  multiplied  frauds.  Satisfied  that  the  same  evils 
would  again  be  experienced,  I  immediately  caused  the 
Attorney  General  to  adopt  proper  measures  to  bring 
to  justice  all  offenders  against  the  law  prohibiting  the 
issue  and  circulation  of  notes  below  the  denomination 
of  five  dollars;  and  I  am  happy  to  state  to  you  that 
this  measure  was  entirely  adequate  to  the  suppression 
of  the  issue  of  any  notes  of  that  description  in  the 
commonwealth.  Ample  arrangements  had  been  made, 
as  I  am  informed,  to  throw  into  circulation  a  large 
amount  of  this  spurious  currency,  but  they  were  in- 
stantly arrested  by  the  prompt  and  energetic  action  of 
the  Attorney  General;  and  public  opinion,  with  an 
unexampled  unanimity,  sanctioned  the  measure,  and 
crowned* it  with  success.  It  is  true,  in  the  counties 
of  the  commonwealth  bordering  on  states  that. allow 
the  issue  of  small  notes,  it  has  been  impracticable 
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to  restrain  altogether  their  circulation,  still  very  few 
of  them  have  found  their  way  into  the  central  part  of 
the  state.  I  shall  call  your  attention  to  this  subject 
again  in  another  part  of  this  message. 

The  active  currency  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the 
whole  Union,  is  composed  mainly  of  bank  notes.  These 
notes  are  made  payable  on  demand  in  specie;  and 
while  they  continue  to  be  so  paid,  no  great  danger  of 
loss  to  the  community  can  arise.  The  history  of  all 
bank  operations  shows,  that  while  their  notes  are  re- 
deemable, and  actually  paid  in  specie  when  presented 
at  the  counter,  an  over-issue  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent, cannot  easily  take  place.  It  is  only  when  notes 
are  issued  to  such  an  amount,  or  when  other  obliga- 
tions are  incurred  by  the  banks  so  great  as  to  prevent 
them  from  meeting  these  demands  with  specie,  that 
they  may  be  considered  in  an  unsound  state,  and  the 
public  in  danger  of  suffering  loss  from  the  circula- 
tion of  their  notes.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  is  the 
precise  act  above  all  others,  that  renders  them  un- 
safe and  dangerous  to  the  public — and  the  one  which 
in  future,  ought  to  be  most  strictly  guarded  against 
by  law.  It  is  true  it  does  not  always  follow  that  banks 
are  unsound  and  unable  to  pay  all  demands  against 
them,  because  they  do  not  pay  in  specie  for  their 
notes;  yet  unless  explained  to  have  been  caused  by 
some  other  means  than  the  unsoundness  of  the  insti- 
tutions it  must  operate  much  to  the  prejudice  of  their 
credit  and  standing. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  are  fifty-two  banks,  with  an 
aggregate  capital  of  something  more  than  sixty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  but  such  has  been  the  disregard  of 
law  by  some  of  them,  that  they  have  not  made  any 
return;  and  the  returns  made  bv  several  of  them,  are 
so  very  imperfect,  that  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at 
anything  like  accuracy  as  to  the  amount  of  their  cir- 
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eulation,  specie  or  debts  due  to  them.  But  from,  the 
best  data  within  my  reach,  the  amount  of  their  notes 
in  circulation  may  be  computed  at  not  less  than  thirty- 
three  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  amount  due  and 
owinj^"  to  them,  principally  by  corporations  and  citi- 
zens of  this  commonwealth,  is  perhaps  about  seventy 
millions  of  dollars.  This  amount  is  due  to  these  banks 
from  individuals  residing  in  all  sections  of  the  state, 
and  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  business.  Stock  in  our 
rail  roads,  canals,  turnpikes,  &c.,  are  held  by  some  of 
these  banks,  and  in  the  shape  of  subscriptions,  bo- 
nuses, or  dividends,  they  contribute  largely  to  the  gen- 
eral fund  in  the  state  Treasury,  and  to  the  support  of 
the  common  school  system.  Their  charters  expire 
at  various  periods  between  the  present  time  and  1870, 
and  the  stock  in  them  is  owned  by  a  great  number  of 
persons  of  all  ages,  classes,  conditions  and  pecuniary 
means.  The  capitalists  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
those  of  moderate  means,  widows,  orphans,  and  guar- 
dians, all  own  stock  in  our  several  banking  institu- 
tions. From  this  cursory  glance  at  the  subject,  it  is 
evident,  that  the  business  interests,  and  banking  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  are  intimately  connected  to- 
gether, and  mutually  exert  a  powerful  influence  on 
each  other. 

A  more  general  and  comprehensive  view  of  this 
subject  will  show,  that  the  banking  system  has  been 
greatly  extended  throughout  the  whole  Union  within 
the  last  twenty-five  years — certainly  to  a  greater  de- 
gree, than  the  vastly  increased  business  of  all  kinds 
would  have  seemed  to  warrant.  The  following  tab- 
ular statement  of  the  number  of  banks  in  the  United 
States,  with  their  capitals,  loans,  discounts,  circula- 
tion and  specie,  at  three  different  periods,  will  illus- 
trate, with  great  force,  the  progress  of  the  system. 
It  is  manifest  that  the  number  of  banks,  with  a  cor- 
responding  increase  of  capital  and   circulation,   has 
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been  fearfully  augmented  within  a  few  years.  Penn- 
sylvania has  contributed  her  full  share,  since  1835,  to 
this  increase. 


Years. 

No. 

Capital. 

Loans  and 
Discounts. 

Circulation. 

Specie. 

1820     

308 
330 
634 

$137, 110, 611 
145,192,268 
290,772,091 

$189,252,422 
200,451,214 
525,115,702 

$44,863,344 

61,323,896 

149,185,890 

$19,820,240 

1830     

22,144,917 

1837     

37,915,340 

It  is  sometimes  said,  that  the  whole  banking  sys- 
tem is  but  ''an  experiment,"  and  that  as  such,  it  has 
failed  to  answer  the  expectations  of  its  projectors; 
that  it  is  time  it  was  wholly  abrogated,  and  that  Penn- 
sylvania ought  to  take  the  lead  in  this  great  work  of 
reform.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  the  banking  system 
of  the  United  States  is  so  far  a  mere  experiment,  as 
to  be  found  in  a  state  of  constant  change  and  fluctua- 
tion. No  great  elementary  principles  have  yet  been 
struck  out  by  experience,  to  form  a  sound  and  stable 
basis  to  uphold  and  control  it.  Like  the  banking  sys- 
tems of  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  imperfection 
characterizes  nearlv  all  its  details,  and  abuses  of  the 
most  flagrant  sort  have  been  coeval  with  its  first  es- 
tablishment. 
.  In  legislating  on  this  subject,  however,  we  cannot 
close  our  eyes  to  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  coun- 
try. We  must  take  things  as  we  find  them.  We  are 
not  considering  what  would  be  the  proper  course  if 
we  were  now  about  to  introduce,  for  the  first  time, 
a  system  of  banking  in  Pennsylvania.  That  question 
was  settled  long  ago,  and  by  a  constant  and  rapid  pro- 
gression it  has  been  entwining  itself  with  every  in- 
terest and  every  measure  of  policy  in  this  common- 
wealth. It  has,  for  good  or  for  evil,  stamped  its  in- 
fluence on  every  commercial,  manufacturing,  and  agri- 
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cultural  interest  among  our  citizens.  Under  the  op- 
eration of  this  system,  and  on  the  faith  of  its  continu- 
ance, in  some  form,  all  our  business  has  been  under- 
taken, our  contracts  between  individuals  entered  into, 
and  their  debts  contracted, — our  internal  improve- 
ments commenced,  and  our  vast  state  debt  fastened 
on  the  people.  Abrogate  the  entire  system,  and  we 
know  not  into  what  condition  it  will  plunge  us.  Real 
estate  and  all  commodities  of  commerce,  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  now  bearing  the  highest  paper 
price,  must  fall  greatly  in  value,  and  by  that  fall  in 
price,  thousands  of  the  enterprising  and  industrious 
of  our  fellow-citizens  will  be  irretrievably  ruined. 
The  ten  years  immediately  following  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  furnish  us  some  instructive  lessons  on 
this  subject,  though  very  inadequate  to  portray  the 
consequences  that  would  follow  the  same  causes  in 
our  present  situation.  And  what  heightens  the  evils 
anticipated,  is  the  reflection,  that  the  poor,  and*  those 
in  moderate  circumstances,  would  be  obliged  to  en- 
dure the  brunt  of  the  hardships.  The  rich,  being  the 
creditors,  have  little  to  fear  from  such  change  in  our 
system  of  currency;  it  is  the  debtor  part  of  the  com- 
munity on  whom  the  chief  burden  is  cast.  In  adopt- 
ing coercive  measures  against  the  banks,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  penal  consequences  do  not 
fall  on  them  alone.  The  vast  number  of  individuals, 
from  whom  so  manv  millions  are  due  to  those  institu- 
tions,  would  feel  most  oppressively  the  blow.  Nor 
would  it  be  right  or  just  to  cast  the  great  mass  of  in- 
nocent stockholders,  beyond  the  pale  of  legislative 
protection.  The  officers  and  directors,  who  are  in  fact 
chargeable  with  most,  if  not  the  entire  blame,  would 
readily  screen  themselves  from  it,  elude  the  laws,  take 
care  of  themselves,  profit  by  the  sufferings  and  losses 
of  the  innocent,  and  leave  those  to  perish,  who  had 
little,  if  any,  active  agency  in  producing  the  present 
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state  of  things.  This  is  a  matter  worthy  of  your  most 
serious  and  deliberate  consideration. 

On  reference  to  the  history  of  all  commercial  na- 
tions^ it  will  be  found  that  every  considerable  fluctua- 
tion in  the  currency,  operates  directly,  and  with  great- 
est severity,  on  the  laboring  part  of  the  community. 
While  currency  is  in  a  state  of  transition,  from  a 
cheaper  to  a  dearer  medium,  the  prices  of  wages  are 
first  affected,  without  an  immediate  corresponding 
change  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Those 
who  carry  on  extensive  business  operations  of  all 
kinds,  are  soon  compelled  to  curtail  or  stop,  and  num- 
erous industrious  operatives  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, or  compelled  to  resort  to  other  occupations, 
that  they  do  not  understand,  for  the  means  of  sup- 
porting their  families.  Besides,  though  Pennsylvania 
might  abrogate  her  banking  system  altogether,  yet 
we  have  no  assurance  that  other  states  would  follow 
her  example.  It  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  prohibit  their  bank  notes  from  circulating  among 
us,  and  we  should  thus  suffer  the  worst  evils  of  the 
banking  system,  without  its  benefits;  for  the  banks 
of  other  states  would  be  situated  beyond  the  reach 
of  our  legislation  and  control.  I  know  of  no  other 
mode  of  securing  uniform  and  cotemporaneous  action, 
on  this  important  subject,  among  all  the  states  of  the 
Union,  except  through  the  agency  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment; which,  if  not  already  possessed  of  the  power 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  should  be  clothed  with  it, 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 

There  is  an  essential  difference  between  the  posi- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  our  commonwealth,  in  a  pe- 
cuniary point  of  view,  now,  and  that  which  charac- 
terized it  in  the  years  1816,  1817,  1818,  &c.  It  is 
true  that  then,  as  now,  the  country  was  fiooded  with 
foreign  goods,  which  low  duties  and  credit  upon  those 
duties,  enabled  foreigners  to  introduce,  and  thus  ere- 
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ate  a  large  debt  abroad.  It  is  also  true,  that  then,  as 
now,  the  banking  capital,  banking  facilities,  and  bank 
issues,  were  increased  beyond  what  the  necessities  of 
the  country  for  the  healthful  transaction  of  its  busi- 
ness required.  But  then  the  spirit  of  speculation  had 
infected  the  agricultural,  as  well  as  all  other  portions 
of  the  community.  Now,  however,  our  farmers  are 
generally  out  of  debt,  and  in  flourishing  circumstances; 
and  it  is  the  mercantile  and  manufacturing  classes 
that  have  been  principally  suffering  by  the  undue  ex- 
pansion of  the  credit  system.  But  there  is  now  an 
evil  existing,  of  which  we  then  knew  nothing,  and 
which  does  more  than  counterbalance  the  partial  ex- 
emption from  suffering  of  our  agricultural  interest. 
The  contraction  of  enormous  foreign  debts  by  the 
states  for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvements,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  banks,  &c.,  is  of  comparatively 
recent  origin.  This  system  of  pledging  the  property 
and  industry  of  posterity,  for  the  payment  of  money 
obtained  by  the  present  generation,  in  each  state,  has 
chiefly  grown  up  since  the  year  1820, — and  as  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  which  I  believe  to  be  essentially 
correct,  will  show,  has  been  surprizingly  on  the  ad- 
vance during  the  last  four  or  five  years.  The  amount 
of  stock  authorized  to  be  created  by  eighteen  states, 
in  each  period  of  five  years,  from  1820,  to  1838,  was  as 
follows,  viz: — 

From  1820  to  1825, |12,790,728  00 

From  1825  to  1830, 13,679,689  00 

From  1830  to  1835, 40,002,769  00 

From  1835  to  1838,  say  3^  years, 108,223,808  00 


1174,696  994  00 


This  statement  embraces  all  the  stocks  authorized 
to  be  issued  up  to,  and  including  all  but  the  last  ses- 
sion of  each  state  legislature.     A  correct  statement  of 
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the  stocks  authorized  to  be  issued,  by  all  ihe  states 
except  our  own,  at  the  last  session  of  their  legisla- 
tures, I  have  been  unable  to  procure.  Of  the  fore- 
going stocks,  it  appears  from  the  best  inquiry  I  can 
make,  that  the  following  amounts  have  been  obtained 
for  the  several  objects  stated,  viz: 

For  banking,  152,640,000  00 

For  canals,    60;201,551  00 

For  rail  roads,   42,871,084  00 

For  turnpikes  and  Macadamized  roads,       6,618,958  00 

For  miscellaneous  objects,   8,474,684  00 


1170,806,277  00 


If  we  add  to  the  above  enormous  amount  of  state 
stocks,  owned  almost  entirely  abroad,  the  post  notes 
and  bonds  issued  by  banks,  cities,  rail  road,  canal  and 
trust  companies,  and  other  corporations,  to  holders 
residing  in  Europe,  we  shall  probably  have  a  grand 
total  of  at  least  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  about  twelve 
millions  of  dollars.  This  latter  sum  must  be  paid  to 
the  European  holders  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent,  and 
may  be  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the^principal  causes 
of  our  present  monetary  derangements.  Little  imme- 
diate relief  can  be  expected  from  our  exports.  During 
the  last  few^  years,  they  have  been  found  totally  in- 
adequate to  cover  the  heavy  importations  into  this 
country.  From  1820  to  1830,  the  imports  into  the 
United  States,  exceeded  the  exports  therefrom,  an- 
nually about  the  average  sum  of  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Since  the  year  1830,  our  imports,  in- 
cluding gold  and  silver  coin,  have  exceeded  our  ex- 
ports about  twenty-four  millions  of  dollars,  per  year. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  this  system  of  operations 
must  speedily  end  in  the  effectual  prostration  of  our 
credit,  business,  and  resources.     No  nation,  whatever 
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may  be  its  industry,  vigor,  and  natural  advantages, 
can  maintain  its  prosperity  and  independence  against 
such  oppressive  drawbacks  as  this  is.  It  is  true  the 
public  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  a  manifold  greater  one 
than  this,  comparing  the  population  and  resources  of 
the  two  nations;  but  the  debt  of  Great  Britain,  is 
chiefly  due  to  its  own  subjects;  the  interest  paid  is 
retained  at  home,  and  continues  to  form  a  part  of  the 
cai>ital  of  the  country.  The  interest  we  pay,  on  the 
contrary,  is  paid  to  foreigners.  It  is  withdrawn  from 
among  us,  never  to  return  unless  in  the  shape  of  new 
loans,  to  augment  the  drains  on  our  capital. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of 
our  "credit  system,"  within  a  few  years  past.  It  is 
one  of  unqualified  eulogy  by  some,  and  of  as  unquali- 
fied condemnation  by  others.  By  many,  the  banks 
have  been  regarded  as  the  authors  of  that  system,  and 
of  course  of  all  mischiefs;  and  by  others,  as  of  course, 
the  authors  of  all  good.  It  is  somewhat  astonishing 
that  this  novel  system  of  constructing  canals  and  rail 
roads,  and  of  building  towns  and  cities,  and  estab- 
lishing banks  by  the  instrumentality  of  state  credit, 
as  if  done  by  magic,  has  not  been  accredited  as  one 
of  the  most  potent  agents  in  producing  many  of  the 
recent  phases  and  phenomena  of  the  credit  system. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  support  of  credit,  afforded  to 
our  bank  speculators  and  merchants,  by  the  sale  of 
state  stocks  abroad,  feeble  and  vain  would  have  been 
the  elforts  of  the  banks  to  have  created  and  sustained 
such  an  extent  of  paper  circulation  as  we  now  find 
in  the  country — equally  feeble  and  vain  would  have 
been  the  efforts  of  speculators  to  have  procured  such 
heavy  amounts  of  foreign  capital,  to  employ  for  pur- 
poses of  wild  speculation,  and  of  our  merchants  to 
procure  such  unprecedented  credits  as  have  filled 
CA'ery    store-house  in   this    country,    with   goods   and 

wares  not  paid  for,  while  lying  upon  interest  unsold. 
39— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Did  the  amount  to  be  loaned  to  our  banks  by  foreign 
capitalists,  and  to  be  trusted  to  our  merchants  by  for- 
eign manufacturers,  depend  on  the  mere  credit  of  the 
banks,  or  the  merchants  themselves,  it  could  rarely 
exceed  one  year's  excess  of  importation,  or  about 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  But  when  the  sovereign 
states  volunteer  as  endorsers  for  the  banks  and  cor- 
porations, and  in  effect  draw  their  bills  of  exchange, 
by  furnishing  certificates  of  loans  in  favor  of  the  mer- 
chants, this  credit  system  becomes  immeasureably  ex- 
tended, until  is  has  at  length  reached  to  the  aston- 
ishing sum  of  more  than  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

The  banks  have  acted  as  the  brokers,  on  a  large 
scale,  through  whose  agency  the  state  loans  have  been 
negotiated  with  foreign  capitalists.  But  let  the  leg- 
islatures of  the  several  states  creating  loans  take  to 
themselves  the  honor  and  responsibility  of  furnishing 
the  chief  aliment,  to  sustain  our  cumberous  credit 
system.  It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  the  inordinate  in- 
crease of  banks  of  late  years,  has  been  partly  produced 
by  the  immense  accumulation  of  state  credits,  and  has, 
in  some  degree,  stimulated  the  action  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  states,  in  authorizing  the  same, 
by  affording  agents  to  negotiate  and  customers  to  con- 
sume, the  avails  of  the  stocks,  when  negociated. 

Until  within  the  last  year,  we  have  been  able,  not 
only  to  borrow  money,  without  difficulty,  on  state 
stock  in  Europe,  but  to  pay  the  interest  arising  on 
former  loans,  by  new  ones.  We  felt  little  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  this  bloated  system  of  credits,  and 
seldom  reflected  that  a  day  of  reckoning  would  come, 
when  we  could  thus  pay  our  debts  no  longer.  States, 
banks,  corporations  and  individuals,  all  moved  for- 
ward in  harmonious  unison,  borrowing  all  they  could, 
and  wherever  they  could,  without  reference  to  their 
future  ability  and  means  of  re-payment.     The  delusion 
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is  at  last  over.  State  stocks  are  now  an  unsaleable 
drug  in  foreign  markets,  and  we  are  called  upon  for 
the  interest  on  our  permanent  loans,  and  have  no 
means  of  paying  it,  unless  we  export  specie,  rely  on 
the  remote  avails  of  our  agricultural  productions,  or 
dispose  of  more  state  stock,  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice,  if 
inde»3d  we  can  dispose  of  it  at  all. 

The  time  for  sober  reflection  has  arrived,  and  the 
different  states  must  now  determine  whether  they  will, 
or  not,  persist  in  a  course  of  policy  which  has  thus  far 
been  productive  of  such  serious  evils.  Shall  the  states 
of  this  Union,  plunge  deeper  into  debt  and  embarrass- 
ment, or  shall  they  make  economy  and  prudence  their 
motto,  resolve  to  extricate  themselves,  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  be  free?  This  is  the  question,  and  I 
trust  Pennsylvania  is  ready  to  take  her  stand  with 
those  who  follow  the  dictates  of  prudence  and  econ- 
omy. 

A  system  of  credit,  acted  on  with  caution  and  sound 
judgment,  is  not  only  wise  and  judicious,  but  in- 
dispensable to  an  enlightened  business  community. 
The  honesty,  industry,  and  capacity  of  a  poor  man, 
is  his  only  capital,  and  unless  it  gives  him  credit  where 
he  is  known,  there  is  little  practical  difference  between 
the  condition  of  the  honest  and  dishonest,  the  capable 
and  the  ignorant  man.  The  station  of  men  in  society, 
on  the  opposite  principle,  would  be  fixed  by  their  birth, 
and  merit  would  be  regarded  as  a  bootless  qualifica- 
tion. This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  nature,  or  of  our 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  American  system  of 
government. 

The  credit  system  will  be  seldom  abused  in  the  case 
of  individuals;  but  not  so  in  that  of  corporations  and 
governments.  When  men  judge  in  their  individual 
relations,  they  weigh  things  well, — when  as  members 
of  corporations  and  governments,  their  caution  corre- 
sponds with  their  share  of  the  responsibility.     Our 
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present  condition  illustrates  the  truth  of  this  position, 
and  calls  aloud  on  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  pause  and  reflect.  Let  no  more  state  debts,  not  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  preserve  the  faith  and  honor 
of  the  states,  be  contracted;  let  no  certificates  of 
loan  be  issued,  and  no  commercial  commodities  be 
imported  for  a  few  years.  We  will  thus  overcome 
our  present  difficulties,  and  re-establish  our  credit  at 
home  and  abroad.  This  is  the  only  course  dictated 
by  prudence  and  honesty. 

I  have  thus,  at  some  length,  brought  to  your  view 
several  considerations,  essential  to  a  just  and  full 
knowledge  of  the  important  subject  of  our  finances. 
I  have  shown,  I  trust,  that  the  leading  causes  of  our 
present  derangements,  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of 
our  system  of  legislation  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  original  defects  and  infirmities  of  our  banking 
system,  have  been  aggravated  by  our  system  of  public 
credits,  and  must  continue  to  be  so,  as  long  as  the 
same  course  is  pursued.  It  must  be  evident  from 
what  has  been  already  said,  that  our  banking  system, 
however  objectionable  in  its  origin,  isi  now  fastened 
upon  us,  and  connected  with  all  our  business  opera- 
tions, so  that  it  would  be  productive  of  more  mischief 
to  cut  it  up  by  the  roots,  than  to  let  it  stand,  reformed 
and  regulated  in  such  manner  as  your  experience  and 
wisdom  may  enable  you  to  devise. 

I  proceed  to  make  such  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations on  the  subject,  as  appear  to  me  to  promise 
the  most  salutary  influence  and  restrictions.  Prom- 
ising, at  the  same  time,  that  I  do  not  flatter  myself, 
that  the  adoption  of  my  recommendations  would  ren- 
der the  system  perfect,  or  give  universal  satisfaction 
on  this  subject,  upon  which  there  are  so  many  ad- 
verse opinions.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  I  trus't,  that 
ir  is  no  difficult  task  to  sit  down  in  the  closet  and  con- 
struct theories  on  the  subject,  beautiful  and  plausible 
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in  the  abstract,  without  a  full  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  their  practical  operation;  or  to  cavil 
at  whatever  is  suggested,  and  to  condemn  what  it 
is  neither  understood  or  disproved.  This  is  a  feat 
that  the  weakest  can,  and  the  malicious  will,  perform. 
I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  present  legislature, 
to  suppose  that  their  assaults  will  shake  the  inde- 
pendence or  warp  the  judgment,  of  its  members.  I 
regard  such  attem^jts  as  unworthy  to  be  heeded,  come 
they  from  whatsoever  quarter  they  may.  Freedom 
of  opinion  belongs  to  all,  and  I  concede  it  to  others 
with  the  same  readiness  that  I  claim  it  for  myself. 
I  only  ask  in  this  matter  a  just  measure  of  credit,  for 
the  anxious  and  careful  consideration  I  have  bestowed 
upon  it,  with  an  eye  single  to  arrive  at  the  result 
best  calculated  to  advance  the  public  good. 

The  first  object  to  be  gained,  by  any  recommenda- 
tion I  may  make,  or  by  any  measure  you  may  adopt, 
no  doubt  is  to  secure  an  early  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  and  to  guard  against  a  like  sus 
pension  in  future.  This  desirable  end  must  be  at- 
tained, on  a  judicious  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
with  due  regard  to  its  practicability,  as  well  as  to  the 
wrongs  and  inconveniences  the  people  endure. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  the  New  York  banks  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie,  as  well  as  the  banks  of  several 
other  states;  indeed,  some  banks  that  had  suspended, 
have  recently  resumed.  I  believe  the  condition  of 
most  of  our  own  banks  is  as  sound,  in  reality,  as 
those  of  other  states.  They  have  as  much  specie  in 
their  vaults,  as  good  debtors,  and  I  know  not  why 
they  should  be  less  able  and  willing  to  meet  all  de- 
mands upon  them  in  coin.  It  is  alleged  that  the  notes 
issued  by  authority  of  law,  in  some  of  the  states,  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  have  supplied 
their  banks  with  a  substitute  for  specie,  and  that  this 
has   enabled   them   to   hold   out  against   suspension. 
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Terliaps  this  opinion  is  to  some  extent  well  founded, 
and  it  is  certainly  countenanced  by  the  fact,  noticed 
by  all  who  are  conversant  with  the  matter,  that  al- 
though the  banks  in  Pennsylvania  have  suspended 
specie  payments  since  the  10th  day  of  October,  last, 
yet  we  now  find  in  actual  circulation  among  our  citi- 
zens, more  specie  than  in  those  states  where  small 
notes  are  allowed  to  be  issued,  and  their  banks  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie  for  their  notes.  This  is  a  most 
conclusive  proof  of  the  utility  of  our  own  law, 
prohibiting  the  issue  and  circulation  of  notes 
of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  Its  ten- 
dency has  been,  as  I  believe,  to  place  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks,  and  in  the  hands  of  private 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  a  greater  amount  of  gold 
and  silver  coin,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other 
state  in  the  Union.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  repeal  that  law;  on  the  contrary,  I  think 
provision  should  be  made  to  render  its  enforcement 
more  eftectual,  and  by  which  we  would  drive  back, 
whence  they  came,  the  small  notes  of  the  neighboring 
states.  They  are  debasing  our  circulation — they  usurp 
the  place  of  our  own  specie — and  they  transfer  to  the 
issuers  of  them,  large  profits  arising  from  their  cir- 
culation in  despite  of  our  law.  If  we  force  them  back 
upon  those  who  put  them  forth,  either  banks  or  other 
corporations,  which  are  solvent,  wq  shall  get,  or  we 
ought  to  get,  specie  in  return  for  them.  Let  those 
states,  whose  legislatures  choose  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  small  notes,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  such  cur- 
rency. Pennsylvania  prefers  gold  and  silver  as  small 
change  for  her  citizens. 

While  the  banks  of  other  states  enjoy  the  advan- 
tage of  small  notes,  as  a  substitute  for  specie,  we 
should,  doubtless,  allow  our  banks,  that  are  deprived 
of  it,  some  indulgence  in  resuming  the  payment  of 
specie  for  their  notes  and  other  liabilities, — and  this 
indulgence  should  be  extended,  not  so  much  on  ac- 
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count  of  the  banks  themselves,  as  of  the  people  of 
Pennsvlvania  and  their  business,  which  would  be  most 
deeply  affected  by  imprudent  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  apparent,  to  the  most  casual  observer, 
from  the  foregoing  statements  of  the  income  of  our 
public  improvements,  the  resources  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  the  vast  amount  of  the  state  debt  falling 
due,  and  the  interest  annually  accruing  on  the  whole 
debt,  that  Pennsylvania  has  a  deep  stake  in  sustain- 
ing the  business  and  credit  of  this  state  and  of  her 
citizens.  Whatever  measures  cripple  our  general  busi- 
ness operations  and  prostrate  our  credit,  force  upon 
us  the  inevitable  necessity  of  resorting  to  taxation,  or 
to  a  sale  of  our  public  improvements,  or  further  state 
loans,  at  a  heavy  sacrifice.  Against  all  of  these  mea- 
sures, I  feel  a  degree  of  repugnance  that  cannot  be 
easily  overcome.  The  yearly  income  of  the  people  is 
already  heavily  burthened  with  taxes: — their  perma- 
nent property  is,  in  effect,  mortgaged  with  an  enor- 
mous state  debt.  In  this  state  of  things,  it  behooves 
the  legislature  to  weigh  well  the  policy  of  adopting 
any  measures  that  will  curtail  the  avails  of  the  peo- 
ple's industry,  or  diminish  the  resources  of  the  com- 
monwealth to  meet  its  engagements.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten,  that,  in  the  case  of  debts  already  con- 
tracted, the  direct  effect  of  reducing  the  means  of 
the  debtor,  is  to  increase  the  relative  amount  of  his 
debt.  The  creditor  gains  in  proportion  as  the  debtor 
loses,  and  no  man  can  foresee  the  extent  of  the  im- 
pending convulsion.  The  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  in  no  situation  to  augment  her  state  debt 
either  absolutely  or  relatively.  Untried  expedients 
should  be  considered  well. 

I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  immediately 
inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  banks  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  of  fixing  the  earliest  period  for  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  that  their  affairs  and 
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the  public  wants  and  expectations  justify.  It  would, 
perhaps,  be  expedient  to  graduate  this  resumption, 
either  by  the  denomination  of  notes  or  amounts  to  be 
paid,  so  as  to  make  one  fourth  or  more,  payable  forth- 
with, and  the  residue  at  such  respective  periods  as 
in  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  might  seem  to  be 
advisable,  provided  the  time  be  not  long  protracted. 

I  recommend  the  appointment  of  three  bank  com- 
missioners, to  hold  their  offices  respectively  for  one, 
two  and  three  years,  so  that  one  shall  be  appointed 
annually  hereafter,  with  the  same  powers  to  examine 
at  all  times,  into  the  accounts  and  conditions  of  the 
banks  as  are  possessed  by  a  joint  committee  of  the 
legislature;  and  if  any  bank  shall  violate  its  charter, 
to  institute,  proceedings  to  bring  it  to  justice  without 
delay;  or  if  any  bank  now  in  existence  be  found  un- 
sound, to  take  the  proper  measures  immediately  to 
wind  up  its  concerns.  A  proper  and  prudent  super- 
vision of  this  kind,  by  competent  and  experienced 
commissioners,  selected  for  their  personal  weight  of 
character  and  knowledge  of  the  system,  would  operate 
as  a  salutary  restraint  in  the  management  of  our 
banks,  independent  of  the  means  which  such  a  com- 
mission would  afford  for  correcting  abuses. 

I  also  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law,  compelling 
all  the  banks  in  the  commonwealth  to  receive  each 
other's  notes  at  par,  so  long  as  the  respective  banks 
continue  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie;  and  on  fail- 
ure at  any  time  of  any  bank  so  to  redeem  its  notes,  that 
the  bank  our  commissioners  be  required,  forthwith, 
to  take  charge  of  it  and  close  its  operations,  and  that 
each  bank  be  permitted  to  pay  out  at  its  own  counter 
nothing  but  its  own  notes  or  specie,  unless  at  the  op- 
tion of  those  who  have  demands  upon  it.  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  such  a  law  would  exert  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  our  banking  system.  The  rate 
of  exchange  between  the  western  and  eastern  parts 
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of  the  state  is,  at  times,  a  serious  burden  on  the  com- 
munity:— the  banks  create  that  burden — ^then,  on 
whom  could  it  be  placed  with  more  justice  and  pro- 
priety? They  can  make  those  exchanges  with  much 
less  inconvenience,  and  with  much  less  expense,  than 
individuals.  It  would  assist  to  restore  confidence,  as 
each  bank  would  be,  to  some  extent,  for  the  security 
the  notes  of  the  others.  It  would  introduce  a  whole- 
some system  of  checks,  long  wanted,  by  inducing  each 
to  keep  watch  over  the  other;  and  in  case  of  exce- 
sive  issues  beyond  their  ability  to  redeem,  their  notes 
would  be  returned  upon  them,  and  the  bank  be  forth- 
with closed.  Self  interest  is  the  ruling  motive  with 
banks,  and  by  this  law  we  should  enlist  it  in  support 
of  the  public  good.  It  is  manifest  that  this  would 
be  an  essential  improvement  of  the  present  system, 
and  would  render  our  banks,  and  our  currency, 
sounder  and  better  than  those  of  any  other  state. 

I  also  recommend,  that  provision  be  made  by  law  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  any  bank,  or  banks,  in  this  com- 
monwealth from  purchasing  and  holding  bank  stock, 
or  any  other  stock  except  their  own,  and  the  stock  of 
this  state,  or  of  the  United  States;  and  then  only  to 
such  an  amount  as  shall  merely  furnish  a  fund  for 
immediate  resort  in  case  of  a  pressure,  or  under  pe- 
culiar circumstances  when  loans  to  the  commonwealth 
are  authorized. 

The  direct  operation  of  the  existing  law  has  been, 
and  must  be,  to  induce  banks  to  engage  in  wild  specu- 
lations, foreign  to  their  objects  and  nature,  and  to  di- 
vert their  capitals  from  the  legitimate  purposes  for 
which  they  were  chartered.  Nothing  short  of  the 
repeal  of  the  present  law  will  arrest  this  inordinate 
cupidity,  which  may  be  fairly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
principal  authorsi  of  their  present  embarrassments. 
Bank  officers  should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be 
permitted  to  dabble  in  stocks,  and  a  law  heavily  tax 
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ing  brokers,  and  permitting  none  to  follow  the  busi- 
ness, directly  or  indirectly,  but  such  as  may  be  spe- 
cially licensed  so  to  do,  would,  it  is  believed,  tend 
greatly  to  check  many  of  the  evils  of  which  our  city 
population  complains. 

I  also  recommend,  an  unconditional  repeal  of  the 
law  authorizing  stockholders  to  vote  by  proxies;  or, 
if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  this  would  be  going 
too  far,  then,  at  least,  so  far,  as  to  prevent  proxies 
from  being  given  by  stockholders  residing  in  the  coun- 
ty where  the  bank  is  located,  and  prohibiting  bona 
fide  stockholders,  residing  out  of  the  county,  from 
giving  proxies  to  any  officer,  director  or  agent  of  the 
banks.  This  system  of  proxies  is  susceptible  of  the 
greatest  abuses.  It  has  been  used  to  keep  in  office 
directors,  presidents  and  cashiers  of  banks,  who  were 
not  the  free  choice  of  the  stoekholders.  It  prevents 
those  who  are  interested  in  banks  from  Investigating 
their  management,  and  enables  dishonest  officers,  not 
onlv  to  defraud  the  banks,  but  the  banks  to  defraud 
the  public.  It  is  an  unnecessary  exception  to  the  plain 
rule  of  common  sense,  that  where  majorities  govern, 
the  voters  should  attend  in  person. 

I  also  recommend  the  prohibition,  by  law,  of  the  per- 
nicious practice  of  issuing,  what  are  denominated 
post  notes,  by  the  banks,  or  notes  payable  at  a  future 
day.  This  is  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  principles 
of  all  judicious  banking; — it  is  a  dangerous  power  to 
be  exercised  by  the  banks,  and  it  will,  ultimately,  en- 
able them  to  evade  most  of  our  penal  laws.  It  calls 
for  effectual  extirpation. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  power  contained  in  the 
amended  constitution,  of  repealing  bank  charters,  re- 
served to  the  legislature  on  the  creation  of  all  such 
corporations,  shall  be  made  a  fundamental  article  of 
every  bank  charter  in  the  state.  This  will  bring 
every  bank  charter  directly  within  reach  of  the  peo- 
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pie,  at  all  times,  and  will  enable  them  to  rid  themselves 
of  any  banking  institution  by  repeal,  the  conduct  or 
power  of  which  renders  it  obnoxious. 

I  also  recommend,  that  the  time  given  to  the  banks, 
after  the  presentation  of  their  notes  and  refusal  to 
pay  them  in  specie,  as  well  as  to  make  applications  to 
a  judge  by  the  holders  thereof,  to  exhibit  proof  of  the 
fact,  for  the  purpose  of  proceedings  to  have  their  char- 
ters forfeited,  shall  be  restricted  from  three  months, 
to  thirty  days.  This  will  afford  a  strong  guarantee 
against  all  future  suspensions,  and  place  a  more  speedy 
remedy  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  should  such  occur. 

I  also  recommend,  that  the  directors  of  the  banks 
of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  rendered  personally 
liable  for  the  payment  of  all  notes  issued  by  the  banks 
respectively  under  their  direction,  if  at  any  time  the 
same  in  circulation,  and  the  money  due  to  depositors, 
S'hall  exceed  the  ratio  of  three  dollars  for  one  of  the 
specie  in  their  vaults. 

I  also  recommend,  that  from  and  after  a  certain 
period,  perhaps  of  one  year,  no  bank  in  this  common- 
wealth shall  be  allowed  to  issue  any  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  ten  dollars.  This  will  insure  us 
a  larger  amount  of  specie  in  general  circulation,  and 
add  greatly  to  the  stability  of  the  currency  and  the 
banks.  Our  experience  in  relation  to  excluding  from 
circulation  notes  under  five  dollars,  fully  confirms  the 
policy  of  this  recommendation. 

I  also  recommend,  that  the  banks  be  prohibited  from 
making  dividends  exceeding  seven  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  that  the  law  prohibiting  the  declaring  of 
dividends,  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
be  rendered  more  effectual.  •  It  is  understood,  that 
several  banks  in  this  commonwealth,  have  wantonly 
and  needlessly,  violated  this  law  since  their  suspen- 
sion in  October  last.  If  this  be  found  to  be  so,  on  ex- 
amination, I   recommend,  further,  the  passage  of  a 


620  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

law  repealing  their  charters,  on  such  conditions  as 
may  seem  expedient  to  maintain  the  laws  inviolate, 
and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  community.  The  idea 
of  a  set  of  associated  individuals  publicly  declaring  a 
division  of  profits  among  themselves,  and  refusing  at 
the  same  time  to  pay  their  just  debts,  is  revolting  to 
every  principle  of  common  honesty,  and  good  morals. 
If  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  are  thus  contemptu- 
ously trampled  on,  without  even  the  poorer  pretext 
of  necessity  urged  in  behalf  of  the  act  of  suspension, 
I  think  it  is  time  an  example  was  made  of  the  offend- 
ers, to  vindicate  the  law,  and  to  punish  their  temerity. 

I  also  recommend  that  more  effectual  provision  be 
made  to  compel  the  banks  to  furnish  full  statements 
of  their  condition  to  the  auditor  general,  or  to  the 
bank  commissioners,  should  the  legislature  enact  a 
law  for  their  appointment. 

The  principle  of  making  the  stockholders  liable  in 
their  personal  capacity,  for  the  notes  of  the  banks,  in 
case  the  corporate  funds  be  inadequate,  appears  just 
and  equitable;  and  if  the  legislature  can  devise  a 
practicable  mode  of  bringing  it  into  operation,  I  will 
most  cheerfully  co-operate  with  them.  Those  who 
share  the  profits  of  loaning  their  credit,  should  be 
willing  to  share  the  responsibility  of  making  that 
credit  good. 

The  foregoing  i-ecommendations  and  suggestions,  if 
adopted,  would,  in  my  opinion,  tend  to  correct  most  of 
the  abuses  and  evils  of  our  banking  system ;  strength- 
en the  banks  themselves  in  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  secure  the  public  against  loss  and  imposition. 
I  will  add,  that,  I  think  a  total  separation  between  the 
state  and  banking  institutions  ought  to  take  place. 
The  association  of  private  individuals,  with  the  state, 
in  banking  institutions,  results  almost  entirely  to  the 
advantage  of  the  former.  Whatever  hopes  might  have 
been  founded  on  such  association,  by  the  legislature, 
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that  the  banks  thus  owned  would  be  at  all  times  ready 
to  aid  the  commonwealth,  have  been  illusory.  'Al- 
though the  state  owns  3,750  shares  of  stock  in  the 
Pennsylvania  bank;  5,233  shares  in  the  Philadelphia 
bank,  and  1,708  shares  in  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank,  yet  she  has  not  such  a  share  in  the  direction  of 
either  asi  to  control  any  of  their  proceedings,  and  de- 
rives no  benefit  from  the  partnership.  Her  capital  is 
used  by  her  individual  associates  for  purposes  of  pri- 
vate gain  and  speculation,  and  the  commonwealth, 
when  she  wants  money,  is  compelled  to  look  elsewhere. 
I,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law,  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  state's  stock  in  said  banks,  at  such 
time,  and  in  such  manner,  as  will  yield  the  greatest 
amount  to  the  state;  or  if  it  be  found  that  such  sale 
cannot  be  made  without  too  great  a  sacrifice,  owing  to 
adverse  circumstances  or  other  causes,  that  authority 
be  given  to  declare  their  charters  annulled,  and  to  di- 
vide the  assets  among  the  state  and  the  private  stock- 
holders. The  opinion  is  rapidly  gaining  ground  in 
this  country,  that  direct  associations  between  govern- 
ments and  banks,  is  neither  advantageous  to  the  par- 
ties concerned,  nor  safe  to  the  public.  Our  banks  so 
essentially  depend  on  the  fluctuations  of  trade  and 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  are  so  liable  to 
be  influenced  by  those  monetary  convulsions  and  em- 
barrassments in  Europe,  which  operate  with  increased 
force  since  the  relations  of  business  have  become  so 
intimate,  and  the  communication  is  rendered  so  easy 
by  modern  improvements  on  the  ocean,  as  to  form 
very  improper  depositories  for  the  money  of  the  people, 
and  a  very  insecure  basis  for  the  public  treasury. 

The  measure  of  establishing  an  independent  trea- 
sury for  the  general  government,  with  such  multiplied 
securities  and  guards  for  the  keeping  of  the  public 
monev,  as  Avill  render  it  safe  and  convenient  for  the 
use  of  the  government,  has  been  imperatively  called 
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'nr,  and  justified,  by  recent  events.  Public  sentiment 
is  set  Ting  in  its  favor  with  unprecedented  strength, 
and  there  is  everv  reason  to  believe,  that  the  laudable 
efforts  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  behalf 
of  it,  will  be  successful.  Among  other  reforms  of 
our  present  banking  system,  I  do  not  consider  this  as 
the  least.  It  will  remove  from  the  banks  many  temp- 
tations to  extend  their  business  to  an  unreasonable 
degree;  it  will  check  foreign  importations;  it  will 
save  the  communitv  from  the  manifold  evils  hereto- 
fore  suffered,  in  consequence  of  the  governments  with- 
drawing from  the  banks  large  amounts  of  its  funds 
therein  deposited,  and  will  place  all  the  banks  on  an 
equal  footing,  by  preventing  the  exercise  of  that  par- 
tiality or  indulgence,  which  may  very  readily  be  used 
to  strengthen  and  uphold  particular  banks,  at  the  haz- 
ard of  crippling  and  breaking  up  others.  Under  what- 
ever aspect  we  view  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  measure, 
both  of  wisdom  and  necessity,  which  sooner  or  later, 
will  meet  with  universal  assent. 

I  also  recommend,  that  thorough  investigation  be 
made  into  the  facts,  whether  or  not  any  of  the  banks 
of  this  commonwealth  have  charged  and  taken  illegal 
and  usurious  interest,  either  directly,  or  through  the 
fiction  of  bills  of  exchange,  or  by  setting  apart  por- 
tions of  their  funds,  to  be  used  by  committees  or  other 
persons  for  such  purposes.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  all,  or  some  of  these  things  have  been  done  by 
certain  banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  And  if 
it  should  be  ascertained  on  investigation,  that  such 
is  the  case,  I  recommend  that  the  charters  of  those 
banks,  which  have  so  acted,  be  repealed,  for  this  gross 
and  unjustifiable  violation  of  this  salutary  law.  I 
have  also  been  informed,  that  certain  banks  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  have  neglected  or  refused  to  ob- 
serve the  provisions  of  the  42d  section  of  the  act  of 
16th  April,  1838,  relative  to  the  rotation  and  election 
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of  bank  directors.  This  law,  I  regard  as  wise  and 
salutary,  and  if  it  should  appear  on  inquiry  that  it 
has  been  wilfully  disregarded  by  any  bank,  or  banks, 
subject  to  its  operation,  I  respectifully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  passing  such  a  law  on  the  subject,  as  will 
effectually  prevent  future  violations,  and  punish  past 
transgressions. 

Savings  institutions  and  loan  companies  have  in- 
creased greatly  in  number  and  importance  in  this  com- 
monwealth, within  a  few  years.  Great  complaints 
have  been  made,  especially  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
against  their  mode  of  doing  business.  It  is  said  that 
the}^,  or  some  of  them,  have  taken  illegal  and  usurious 
rates  of  interest, — that  they  have  dealt  oppressively, 
and  illegall}^  with  their  debtorsi  and  customers — and 
that  they  have  contributed,  in  some  measure,  to  ag- 
gravate the  evils  and  embarrassments  produced  by  the 
conduct  of  the  banks.  I  recommend  strict  inquiry 
into  those  and  other  allegations  against  them,  and  if 
found  to  be  well  grounded,  that  the  charters  of  all 
that  have  thus  acted  be  repealed.  It  is  not  to  be  tol- 
erated, that  these  creatures  of  legislation,  should  set 
the  laws  at  defiance. 

I  also  recommend,  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  more 
adequate  prevention  and  punishment  of  frauds,  and 
fraudulent  breaches  of  trust  by  officers  of  banks,  col- 
lectors of  public  tolls,  and  all  other  receivers  and  dis- 
bursers  of  public  moneys.  Recent  experience  has 
shown  that  civil  liabilities  are  altogether  insufficient 
to  protect  the  public  from  fraud  and  imposition,  by 
these  several  classes  of  officers.  I  am  not,  in  general, 
in  favor  of  multiplying  penal  laws,  but  the  peculiar 
temjitations  afforded  to  these  officers  to  transgress 
their  duty,  and  the  hope  of  immunity,  arifeing  from  the 
mere  civil  responsibility  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
call  for  the  special  interposition  of  the  legislature. 
Instances  of   delinquencies   have   occurred   within   a 
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short  period,  in  which  not  only  has  the  Commonwealth 
most  probably  sustained  considerable  losses,  but  num- 
erous private  persons,  little  able  to  bear  the  conse- 
quences, have  been  deeply  affected,  and  in  some  cases 
entirely  ruined.  The  perpetrators  of  these  deeds 
should  be  taught,  that  our  penitentiaries  were  con- 
structed for  the  reception  of  inmates  like  them- 
selves. 

Considering  the  various  banks  in  this  common- 
wealth, incorporated  at  different  times,  on  different 
principles,  and  of  widely  different  amounts  of  cap- 
ital, it  might  perhaps  seem  expedient  to  some,  that 
I  should  recommend  discriminating  legislation,  ap- 
plicable in  its  penal  consequences  to  some,  and  not  to 
all  the  banks  alike.  It  will  be  seen  that  several  of 
my  recommendations,  though  expressed  in  general 
terms,  will  operate  on  particular  banks  only.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  perceive  any  good  reason  for  making 
discriminating  recommendations.  I  think,  on  the  con- 
trary, all  banks  in  a  sound  condition  should  stand  on 
the  same  basis,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  general 
regulations.  Such  of  my  recommendations,  as  are  ap- 
plicable to  particular  banks,  are  intended  to  bring 
all  within  the  operation  of  the  same  rules  and  restric- 
tions. The  laws  should  be  made  strong  enough  to 
control  the  most  powerful,  they  will  then  be  sure  to 
be  strong  enough  to  control  the  weaker  ones.  The 
principle  of  banking  on  a  large  or  a  small  capital,  is 
precisely  the  same  in  its  influence,  except  the  differ- 
ence in  degree,  upon  the  human  character.  The  great- 
est gain,  at  the  least  expense,  is  the  ruling  motive  of 
action  in  both,  and  sways  with  the  same  power,  the 
bank  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  capital  in  a 
country  village,  as  the  one  of  so  many  millions  in  a 
great  commercial  metropolis.  The  whole  difference 
consists  in  the  influence  and  power  of  these  respective 
institutions.      I   think  the   recommendations   I   have 
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made,  if  incorporated  into  the  charters  of  the  most 
powerful  banks  in  the  commonwealth,  will  bring  them 
within  the  immediate  reach  of  the  legislature  and  the 
law.  In  that  condition,  they  will  be  humbled  in  their 
lawless  pretensions,  and  stripped  of  their  ability  to 
set  at  naught,  as  they  have  done,  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple. As  we  cannot  get  rid  of  the  banks  altogether, 
without  the  most  serious  losses,  and  inconveniences 
to  the  public, — the  extent  of  which  can  be  but  imper- 
fectly computed,  when  we  consider  that  it  would  most 
certainly  reduce  our  circulating  medium  very  consid- 
erably, and  that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  such  re- 
duction must  be  to  depreciate  our  farm  lands  to  one 
half  perhaps  of  their  present  value,  and  all  other  prop- 
erty in  the  same  proportion;  increase,  in  elfect,  our 
state  debt  in  a  corresponding  ratio,  and  individual 
debts  in  a  like  relative  degree;  I  find  in  these  things 
motives,  of  no  slight  weight  to  my  mind,  for  urging 
steadfastly  upon  the  legislature,  the  adoption  of  the 
suggestions  and  measures  which  I  have  proposed: — 
or  at  least,  if  other  measures  should  seem  to  them 
preferable,  that  they  should  be  those  of  a  kindred 
bearing. 

I  dismiss  the  further  consideration  of  our  banking 
sj^stem,  fully  convinced  of  its  manifold  imperfections, 
and  abuses;  and  reiterating  the  hope  and  the  assur- 
ance, that  this  legislature  will  not  separate,  till  thor- 
ough anS  searching  reform,  has  hunted  out  its  imper- 
fections, and  oorrected  its  abuses.  It  is  fortunate  for 
the  public  that  the  banks  have  either  voluntarily,  or 
in  the  natural  course  of  their  own  defective  organiza- 
tion, placed  themselves  in  a  condition,  where  they  not 
only  cannot  dispute  the  policy  and  justice  of  reform, 
but  must  in  self  defence,  allege  the  truth  of  the  very 
doctrines,  on  this  subject,  for  which  the  friends  of 
reform   have  long   fruitlessly   contended.     Time  and 

necessity  are  powerful  reasoners.     In  this  instance. 
40— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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thev  have  convinced  even  those  who  were  interested 
to  resist  their  convictions,  and  I  accordingly  trust,  the 
legislature  will  proceed  at  once,  and  courageously,  to 
the  accomplishment  of  this  great,  salutary,  and  long 
expected  work. 

The  public  improvements  of  this  commonwealth, 
constituting  one  of  its  principal  resources,  as  well  as 
objects  of  expenditure,  must  be  regarded  as  a  subject 
hardly  second  in  importance  to  the  finances.  This 
system  has  gradual^  grown  up  to  its  present  magni- 
tude within  the  last  fifteen  years.  The  internal  im- 
provements of  Pennsylvania  now  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing number  of  miles  in  actual  operation,  to  wit: 
(i08J  miles  of  canal  and  slack  water  navigation,  and 
118  miles  of  rail  roads,  making  together  726 J  miles 
completed,  and  now  in  use.  207f  miles  of  canal  and 
slack  water  navigation,  have  been  commenced,  and 
are  in  a  state  of  considerable  progress. 

The  following  number  of  miles  have  been  suspend- 
ed, after  expenditures  to  some  amount  had  been  made 
upon  them,  to  wit:  forty-seven  miles  of  canal  and 
slack  water  navigation,  and  twenty-two  miles  of  rail 
road. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  message  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  last  legislature,  on  the 
26th  January,  1839,  as  containing  a  full  and  explicit 
exposition  of  my  views  on  the  general  subject  of  our 
internal  improvements,  and  to  the  report  of  the  canal 
commissioners,  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  opera- 
tions upon  them,  during  the  past  year,  together  with 
their  condition  at  the  present  time.  It  is  due  to  those 
officers  to  state,  that,  their  duty  has  been  performed 
with  much  ability  and  efficiency,  and  that  their  opin- 
ions and  recommendations  are  entitled  to  respectful 
consideration.  On  this  occasion,  I  will  merely  refer 
to  such  facts  and  considerations,  connected  with  this 
subject,  as  appear  to  me  to  be  essential  to  the  proper 
understanding  of  its  nature  and  bearing. 
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The  internal  improvements  of  this  commonwealth, 
have  been  constructed  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  twenty- 
six  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars: — and  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  surface  of  our  territory  is  diversified 
and  broken  by  numerous  chains  of  mountains,  and  by 
rivers,  to  a  greater  degree  than  that  of  almost  any 
state  in  the  Union,  we  must  regard  our  system  of  in- 
ternal communication,  undertaken  by  a  community 
distinguished  for  its  prudence,  economy  and  simplicity 
of  character,  as  standing  without  a  parallel  in  modern 
times.  The  enterprize  and  perseverance  of  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  have  enabled  them  to  achieve  these 
astonishing  triumphs  over  the  barriers  of  nature,  and 
the  obstacles  incident  to  their  condition,  more  for- 
midable still.  The  great  system  originally  projected, 
is  almost  completed.  In  its  progress,  it  has  been  sub- 
jected to  few  other  fluctuations,  and  drawbacks,  than 
arise  from  pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  from  those 
errors  of  judgment,  and  accidents  of  legislation,  that 
are  to  be  naturally  expected,  from  the  want  of  ex- 
perience on  the  part  of  those  who  directed  its  opera- 
tions, and  from  the  numerous  conflicting  local  inter- 
ests that  prevailed  in  the  legislature.  On  the  whole, 
though  some  works  have  been  undertaken  of  doubtful 
policy  at  the  time;  though  large  sums  of  money  have 
been  expended  on  some  which  ought  never  to  have 
been  commenced;  and  though  the  cost  of  those  of  un- 
questioned utility,  has  been  far  greater  than  it  would 
be,  if  the  same  work  was  to  be  done  under  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  our  present  experience,  we  have  yet  per- 
haps as  much  cause  to  be  surprized  at  our  good,  as 
at  our  ill  fortune. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  message,  I  have  fully  ex- 
plained our  present  financial  embarrassments.  I  have 
stated  the  amount  of  money  that  must  be  provided  to 
meet  the  unavoidable  demands  on  the  treasury,  for 
the  ensuing  year.     Our  condition  forbids  the  under 
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taking  of  all  new  works*,  and  emphatically  inculcates 
the  most  careful  husbandry  of  our  resources.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  providing  for  the  payment  of  a  loan  falling 
due,  a  million  of  dollars,  at  least,  will  be  needed  for 
repairs,  during  the  present  year ;  for  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  which,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners.  In  view  of  this  state  of  things, 
the  question  is  distinctly  presented  to  the  legislature, 
whether  the  works  now  in  progress  of  completion 
shall  or  shall  not,  be  finished  at  the  present  time? 

On  these  several  lines  of  improvements,  the  follow- 
ing sums  of  money  have  been  appropriated  and  nearly 
expended,  viz: 

Erie  extension, |1,566,666  66 

North  Branch  extension,   1,346,666  66 

Wiconisco  feeder, 210,000  00 

Road  to  avoid  Inclined  Plane  at  Colum- 
bia,   199,000  00 


By  most  careful  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing 
these  several  lines,  the  following  sums  will  be.  re- 
quired, in  addition  to  the  appropriations  already  made, 
viz : 

For  the  Erie  extension, |2,114,527  85 

For  the  North  Branch  extension,  ....       2,181,635  54 

For  the  Wiconisco  feeder, 166,195  43 

And  for  road  to  avoid  inclined  plane 

at  Columbia,   91,144  97 


^j    ^^y 


From  this  statement  it  is  evident,  that  should  the 
legislature  determine  to  suspend  the  completion  of 
these  works,  the  sum  of  |3,322,333 .  32  expended  on 
them,  will  be  lost;  or  should  it  be  determined  to  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  the  completion  of  them,  the  sum 
of  11,553,503.79  will  be  required  for  that  purpose. 
Upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances, 
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together  with  the  additional  fact,  that  these  respec- 
tive works  will  be  worthless,  till  the  whole  of  each 
is  finished,  it  is  for  the  legislature  to  decide,  what 
course  sound  policy  and  official  duty  call  on  them  to 
adopt.  The  whole  of  these  lines  might  be  completed, 
if  sufficient  money  be  appropriated  at  this  session, 
within  two  years;  and  a  portion  of  them,  during  the 
approaching  summer. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  works  in  a  state  of 
progress,  the  following  have  been  suspended  by  the 
legislature,  after  expending  on  each,  the  sums  re- 
spectively set  down,  viz: 

Gettysburg  rail-road, |656,666  67 

Sinnemahoning  extension  of  the  West 

Branch  canal,  164,000  00 

Allegheny  feeder,    30,000  00 


It  will  not,  I  presume,  be  thought  advisable  by  any 
one,  to  recommence  any  of  these  works  under  exist- 
ing circumstances.  The  first  has,  most  probably,  been 
suspended  forever. 

I  took  occasion  in  both  my  inaugural  address,  and 
in  the  message  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  before  re- 
ferred to,  to  announce  it  clearly  as  my  deliberate  opin- 
ion, that  after  the  completion  of  the  works  then  in  a 
state  of  progress,  and  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it 
less  wise  to  supend  than  to  prosecute  them  with  vigor, 
it  would  be  time  to  pause  in  our  career,  and  wait  the 
further  extension  of  our  improvement  system^  till  we 
could  judge  of  it  by  its  fruits.  The  experience  of  the 
past  year,  has  greatly  strengthened  this  opinion,  and 
satisfied  my  mind  beyond  all  doubt,  of  the  manifest 
impolicy  of  undertaking  any  new  works,  whatever,  at 
the  present  conjuncture.  I  deem  it  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  the  legislature  to  apprise  them  that  this 
is  my  thorough  conviction  of  duty. 
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Should  the  legislature  think  proper,  to  prosecute 
the  works  now  in  progress  to  immediate  completion, 
I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety,  of  providing,  at 
once  for  the  whole  amount  required,  so  as  to  enable 
the  canal  commissioners  to  execute  them  in  the  speed- 
iest and  cheapest  manner;  and^also,  I  would  further 
suggest  the  mistaken  pQlicy  of  postponing  the  passage 
of  so  important  a -bill,  as  that  for  prosecuting  and  re- 
pairing the  public  improvements,  until  the  close  of  the 
session.  Much  is  lost  by  the  delay,  and  nothing 
gained.  By  this  procrastination  not  only  is  valuable 
time  lost,  but  bills  are  sometimes  necessarily  permitted 
to  become  laws,  that  do  not  meet  the  entire  approba- 
tion of  all  departments  of  the  government,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  sanction  them.  Such  was  the  case  with  the 
act  of  the  19th  July,  1839,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  repairs  of  the  several  lines  of  canal  and  rail 
road,  and  to  continue  the  improvements  of  the  state." 
That  very  important  bill,  did  not  pa«s,  until  the  last 
day  of  the  session  of  the  legislature,  and  it  was  not 
presented  to  me  for  my  signature,  until  the  legislature 
had  actually  adjourned,  sine  die.  Had  it  been  pre- 
sented to  me  during  the  sitting  of  the  legislature,  I 
frankly  say  to  you,  it  would  not  have  received  the 
Executive  approbation.  But  when  it  came  into  my 
hands,  there  was  no  remedy :  I  was  compelled  to  make 
a  choice  between  what  I  regarded  as  evils,  either  to 
refuse  my  assent  to  it  and  suspend  the  prosecution  of 
public  improvements,  not  only  those  in  course  ot  con- 
struction, but  to  arrest  those  in  a  state  of  use, — or  to 
approve  of  it,  although  conferring  certain  highly  ob- 
jectionable iDOwers  and  privileges  on -the  banks  tak- 
ing the  loan  authorized.  I  held  it  under  consideration 
for  nearly  a  month,  and  was  finally  induced  to  sign  it, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  serious  evils  that  would  have 
resulted  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  the  char- 
,acter  of  our  public  improvements,  had  there  been  no 
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provision  made  to  repair  and  continue  operations  on 
them  at  all.  The  same  paramount  consideration  also 
induced  me  to  take  the  loan  authorized,  from  the  Bank 
of  the  U.  S.  of  Pennsylvania,  which  institution,  as  was 
to  be  supposed,  would  seek  to  avail  itself  of  any  ad- 
vantage the  legislature  had  bestowed  on  those  who 
furnished  the  loan.  Every  other  expedient  to  pro- 
cure money  was  first  tried.  The  usual  advertisements 
for  the  loan  produced  no  bidders, — letters  addressed 
to  all  the  banks  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  had  no 
better  success.  In  this  emergency,  the  only  alterna- 
tives presented,  were  either  to  suspend  operations  on 
all  our  improvements,  stop  the  locomotives. and  draw 
the  water  off  the  canals,  or  to  obtain  the  loan  author- 
ized by  the  bill,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  reluctantly  adopted  the  latter,  believing  it  to  be,  as 
a  question  rather  of  expediency  than  of  constitutional 
principle,  more  conformable  to  my  duty,  than  the 
former. 

To  afford,  hereafter,  a  reasonable  opportunity  to  the 
Executive,  as  well  as  to  the  two  houses  of  the  legis- 
lature, to  consider  and  decide  upon  whatever  bills 
relative  to  the  public  improvements  and  to  loans  may 
pass  those  bodies,  I  hope  they  will  be  presented  to  me 
in  time  to  act  in  concert  with  them,  or  to  enable  them 
to  judge  for  themselves,  in  their  constitutional  ca- 
pacity, whenever  the  provision  of  such  laws  do  not 
happen  to  meet  my  entire  approbation.  Thus  only 
can  the  independence  of  each  department  be  preserved, 
without  doing  so  at  the  expense  of  the  public  interests, 
and  thus  alone  can  the  responsibility  of  each  to  the 
people,  be  rigidly  enforced,  without  casting  a  por- 
tion of  it  on  the  other.  I  shall  never  shun  any  respon- 
sibility, whatever,  that  justly  devolves  upon  me,  but 
I  do  not  desire  to  be  placed  in  a  situation,  as  a  pub- 
lic officer,  where  I  must  approve  or  disapprove  of  par- 
ticular measures,  not  on  the  ground  of  their  intrinsic 
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merits  or  demerits,  but  because,  by  tlie  action  of  a  co 
ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  I  have  been  pre- 
cluded from  a  free  and  unfettered  course  of  conduct. 
This  certainly  does  not  accord  with  the  true  spirit  of 
our  government. 

Keeping  in  view  these  various  circumstances  and  in- 
terests, the  question  is  presented  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature,  how  is  the  money  to  be  procured,  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  state  debt;  to  meet  the  sev 
eral  loans  falling  due;  and  to  defray  the  other  neces- 
sary expenditures  of  the  commonwealth?  However 
formidable  the  diflSculties  we  must  encounter,  there 
is  no  avenue  of  escape  from  these  responsibilities  left 
open  to  us.  We  must  meet  them  without  shrinking, 
or  postponement.  The  sum  of  |2,000,000,  must  be  ob- 
tained for  the  ensuing  year,  and  perhaps  an  equal 
amount  for  the  year  following.  By  the  sale  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia  Bank,  and  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  the  sum  of  two  millions,  one  hundred 
and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  may  be 
realized,  but  it  will  require  time  to  carry  this  opera- 
tion into  effect.  The  sum  of  |600,000  must  be  had  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  next  month,  and  the  balance 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Nothing  can  be 
expected  from  other  sources — even  new  loans  would, 
perhaps,  fail  to  answer  the  purpose  in  the  present  exi- 
gency. What  then  remains  to  be  done?  My  own  de- 
'  liberate  opinion  is,  that,  resort  to  taxation,  provided 
that  it  shall  be  so  regulated  as  to  bear  with  as  little 
hardship  as  possible  on  the  people,  is  the  only  possible 
remedy  to  extricate  the  commonwealth  from  the  em- 
barrassments by  which  we  find  her  surrounded. 

In  stating  to  the  legislature  the  general  resources 
of  the  commonwealth,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  refer 
you,  without  recommending  it,  to  another  remedy, 
which  may  put  the  evil  day  off  for  a  time,  should  the 
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legislature  think  proper  to  adopt  it.  By  the  act  in- 
corporating the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  insti- 
tution is  bound  to  loan  to  the  commonwealth,  at  four 
per  cent,  interest,  six  millions  of  dollars  whenever  re- 
quired by  law.  It  will  be  for  the  legislature,  after 
examining  into  its  conduct  and  condition,  if  taxation 
be  deemed  impolitic,  to  determine  whether  this  sum 
shall  be  called  for  from  that  bank — and  if  so,  to  ap- 
propriate the  same  specifically,  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  state  debt,  and  to  the  immediate  com- 
pletion of  the  main  lines  of  canal  under  contract,  and 
in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  to  no  other  purposes 
whatever.  In  expressing  my  own  opinion  in  favor  of 
a  resort  to  taxation,  I  do  it  with  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree of  reluctance;  but  it  must  be  obvious  to  every 
citizen  of  the  commonwealth,  that  his  house,  his  farm^ 
and  his  property  are  all  pledged,  beyond  possibility 
of  release,  to  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  state  debt, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  accruing,  agreeably  to  the 
stipulation  with  the  loan  holders.  Nor  is  this  the 
worst  view  of  our  situation.  The  state  has  been  actu- 
ally compounding,  for  years  past,  from  a  million,  to  a 
million  and  a  half  of  interest  annually;  and  the  ques- 
tion is  now  submitted  whether  we  are  thus  to  continue 
adding  half  yearly,  this  enormous  amount  of  interest 
to  the  principal  of  our  state  debt,  and  continue  in 
this  pusillanimous  course  of  policy,  from  year  to  year, 
of  shuffling  off  the  evil  day,  and  entailing  this  fright- 
ful legacy  on  posterity.  It  is  a  reproach  on  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  to  suppose  they  can  be  longer  kept  in 
the  dark,  in  regard  to  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
them.  All  they  want  to  know,  to  ensure  a  ready  com- 
pliance with  this  indispensable  call  upon  their  pa- 
triotism, is  to  know  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  The 
experience  of  more  than  half  a  century,  fortifies  me 
in  the  belief,  that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this 
great  commonwealth,  is  rarely  appealed  to  in  vain. 
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In  assuming  the  responsibility  of  recommending  this 
measure,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  what  is  to  be  encoun- 
tered, and  aware  of  the  consequences  that  are  to  fol- 
low; and  if  in  this  expression  of  the  honest  convic- 
tions of  my  own  mind,  and  the  fearless  discharge  of 
the  duties  incumbent  on  me,  I  shall  not  be  borne  out 
by  my  fellow-citizens,  I  shall  at  least  have  the  con- 
solation to  know,  that  I  have  done  that  which  I  con- 
scientiously believe  to  be  right,  and  which  I  think  will 
bear  the  reflection  of  after  years.  The  time  for  eva- 
sion is  gone;  the  public  mind  has  been  too  long  fed 
with  miserable  expedients.  The  time  for  action  is 
at  hand.  Our  country  expects  every  man  to  do  his 
duty,  and  he  that  has  not  nerve  enough  for  the  crisis, 
should  give  place  to  those  better  fitted  for  the  emer- 
gency. Neither  the  present  legislature,  nor  myself, 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  contracting  this  debt, — it 
is  fixed  on  us  by  those  who  have  gone  before  us;  and 
the  same  rule  of  prudence  and  sound  policy,  that  would 
govern  the  conduct  of  a  private  individual,  holds 
equally  good  in  the  case  of  the  commonwealth,  under 
this  state  of  things.  The  private  individual  would 
tax  his  industry  and  his  property,  to  the  utmost,  to 
pay  off  a  debt,  and  the  interest  upon  it,  that  was  con- 
suming the  avails  of  his  industry  and  his  substance — 
so,  also,  it  seems  to  me,  should  the  representatives  of  a 
wise  and  judicious  people.  Taxation  would  pay  the 
interest — ^it  would  eventually  constitute  a  sinking  fund 
to  pay  off  the  principal  of  the  state  debt,  and  should 
be  continued  till  the  income  of  the  public  improve- 
ments would  render  longer  taxation  unnecessary.  The 
crisis  demands  the  exercise  of  the  most  far-reaching 
sagacity — the  calmest  judgment,  and  the  most  fear- 
less i^atriotJsm.  I  am  sure  the  legislature  will  meet 
it  in  the  right  spirit,  to  disarm  it  of  its  perils.  Com- 
ing, as  you  do,  from  all  quarters  of  the  state,  and  pos- 
sessing a  more  intimate  knowledge  of   the   circum- 
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stances  and  wants  of  the  people  than  I  can,  I  most 
cheerfully  surrender  this  important  subject  to  you, 
satisfied  that  prudence  and  justice  will  direct  your  ac- 
tion upon  it. 

Among  other  subjects,  of  much  importance  to  the 
people,  that  will  claim  your  attention,  is  the  creating, 
renewing,  and  supervising  of  corporations.  These  in- 
stitutions, in  a  great  measure  the  contrivance  of  mod- 
ern times,  have  become  within  the  last  half  century, 
multiplied  to  an  extent  never  dreamed  of  before. 
There  is  scarcely  any  branch  of  business,  or  pursuit 
of  life,  into  which  they  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
entered.  Corporations  may  be  divided  into  two  gen- 
eral classes, — those  established  for  public  purposes — 
and  those  for  purposes  of  a  private  nature.  There  is 
another  species  of  corporations,  including  banks,  &c., 
that  partake  of  the  nature  of  both  of  these  classes, 
but  being  mainly  established  to  promote  individual 
interest,  they  belong  essentially  to  the  second.  The 
first  class,  consisting  of  those  for  religious  purposes, 
as  churches,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences, 
as  colleges,  academies,  medical  universities,  &c.,  &c., 
&c.,  for  purposes  of  internal  communication,  as  turn- 
pikes, bridges,  railroads,  canals,  &c.,  &c.,  and  in  short, 
for  all  great  purposes  of  public  utility,  to  the  attain- 
ment of  which,  individual  means  and  exertions  are 
wholly  inadequate,  doubtless  under  proper  and  ju- 
dicious regulations,  subjecting  them  to  the  control  of 
the  legislature,  are  to  be  encouraged  and  sustained. 
The  other  class,  embracing  those  principally  estab- 
lished for  purposes  of  a  private  nature,  ought  either 
not  to  be  increased  in  numbers  at  all,  or  only  when 
imperative  necessity  demands  it — and  then,  under  the 
most  inflexible  guards  and  restrictions. 

Legislation  has,  within  the  last  few  years,  depart- 
ed widely  from  that  republican  simplicity  that  ought 
to  characterize  a  free  government.     Privileges  belong- 
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ing  to  all  the  citizens  alike  have  been  specially  dele- 
gated to  small  associations;  a  few  persfons  collectively 
have  been  invested  by  acts  of  assembly,  with  powers 
and  immunities  denied  to  the  rest  of  the  community, 
and  thus  have  numerous  monopolies  been  created,  not 
only  to  rival  but  to  trample  down  all  individual  ef- 
forts and  enterprise.  The  creation  of  one  corporation 
has  been  the  signal  for  creating  others  as  competi- 
tors, until  the  system  has  reached  a  point  that  calls 
on  the  legislature  to  pause.  It  may  be  improper  to 
interfere  with  those  already  in  existence,  unless  their 
own  misconduct  requires  it,  or  experience  shews  that 
the  security  of  the  public  good  calls  for  such  inter- 
ference. It  is  high  time,  however,  that  the  system  it- 
self on  which  they  were  created,  should  be  brought 
within  the  wholesome  influence  of  reform.  Let  the 
increase  of  corporations  hereafter  be  limited  to  cases 
of  undoubted  public  utility,  where  individual  capital 
and  enterprise  are  insufficient  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject intended,  and  let  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
control  or  abolish  them,  be  at  all  times  expressly  re- 
served. A  system  resting  on  opposite  principles,  must 
eventually  transfer  nearly  all  the  powers  and  authori- 
ties of  the  legislature,  as  well  as  the  business  of  the 
people  to  corporate  bodies,  and  thus  silently  but  ef- 
fectuallv  achieve  a  revolution  in  our  civil  relations; 
for  if  the  obligations  of  men,  may  be  converted  into 
those  of  a  limited  and  artificial  nature,  instead  of  a  di- 
rect personal  responsibility,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
very  elementary  principles'  of  society  are  changed. 
We  shall  be  constrained  under  such  change,  to  reach 
the  citizen,  not  by  the  immediate  personal  process  of 
the  law,  but  by  its  clumsy  indirect  application  to  him 
in  an  ideal  state  of  existence,  created  by  legislation 
and  rendered  independent  of  the  usual  responsibility 
of  the  members  of  society.  This  is  the  condition  of 
things,  complicated  and  clogged  by  corporate  excep- 
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tions  and  privileges,  towards  which  our  recent  system 
of  legislation  on  this  subject,  has  been  hastening  us, 
and  at  which  we  shall  sooner  or  later  arrive,  unless  it 
be  abandoned.  Events  that  have  transpired  around 
us  within  the  last  few  years,  have  justly  awakened 
us  to  our  true  situation.  The  lessons  of  experience 
will  not  surely  be  lost. 

The  subject  of  education  has  necessarily  and  prop- 
erly occupied  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  our 
legislatures  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  constitu- 
tional injunctions  on  that  subject;  and  we  have  in 
operation  a  system  w^hich,  although  by  no  means  per- 
fect, is,  certainly  equal  to  that  in  force  in  most  of  our 
sister  states.  It  still  needs  those  improvements  which 
experiences  pronounces  necessary  to  cure  its  defects. 
The  i)rincipal  inconvenience  now  experienced  in  the 
system,  is  the  want  of  competent  teachers ;  who  should 
be  Pennsylvanians  in  habits,  education  and  princi- 
ples. This  want  will  probably  be  continually  felt, 
until  the  inducement  of  more  adequate  compensation 
shall  be  offered,  and  when  the  higher  qualifications 
required  in  teachers  shall  elevate  them  to  that  proper 
rank  and  estimation  in  society,  which  the  instructor 
of  youth  should  always  occupy. 

We  are  also  in  need  of  a  proper  system  of  school 
books,  to  be  used  in  our  schools,  and  which  should  be 
composed  by  competent  persons  for  the  instruction  of 
the  youths  of  Pennsylvania.  Such  a  course  as  would 
tend  properly  to  impress  our  youth  with  a  due  regard 
for  our  commonwealth,  and  endear  her  to  their  hearts. 
— Her  position,  wealth  and  intelligence;  the  admir- 
able and  free  system  of  her  laws;  her  unwavering  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  to  republican  principles;  her 
distinguished  philanthropy  and  benevolence,  entitle 
her,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  to  the  love  and  veneration 
of  her  children,  who  should  be  early  taught  properly 
to  estimate  her  great  characteristics. 
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Our  colleges  are  in  successful  operation,  and  by  the 
aid  afforded  them,  from  the  treasury  of  the  common- 
wealth, are  accomplishing  much  good.  Our  county 
academies  are,  from  the  same  source  of  aid,  affording 
the  advantages  of  the  higher  branches  of  elementary 
education,  in  almost  every  county  in  the  state,  to  such 
as  seek  to  fit  themselves  for  entering  our  colleges;  and 
by  no  means  the  least  important  institutions,  con- 
nected with  the  education  of  youth,  are  the  female 
seminaries,  which,  of  late  years  have  been  springing 
up  over  the  commonwealth,  and  are  likewise  the  ob- 
jects of  legislative  bounty.  The  importance  of  female 
education,  will  always  be  sensibly  f elf  upon  the  rising 
generation;  and  mothers  well  instructed  in  the  ordi- 
nary branches  of  education,  will  seldom  suffer  their 
children  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  With  intelligent 
mothers,  followed  and  seconded  in  their  efforts,  by 
competent  and  well  instructed  teachers,  we  shall  soon 
see  an  intelligent  and  well  informed  population  filling 
our  beloved  commonwealth,  and  giving  her,  in  an  in 
tellectual  point  of  view,  that  rank  and  station  to 
which  she  is  justly  entitled.  I  shall  be  glad  at  al' 
times  to  co-operate  with  the  legislature,  in  any  proper 
measures  calculated  to  improve  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual condition  of  our  citizens,  as  we,  thereby,  rear 
the  most  enduring  pillars  for  the  support  of  our  po- 
litical edifice,  in  all  its  strength,  beauty  and  grandeur. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  of  common  schools, 
will  inform  you  of  the  operation  of  our  common  school 
system  in  its  details,  with  his  views  in  regard  to  the 
improvement  of  the  system,  and  the  best  means  of 
accomplishing  it. 

The  amended  constitution  was  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple upon  the  9th  day  of  October,  1838.  It  provides 
for  a  new  mode  of  appointing  the  judges  of  our  courts, 
and  changes  their  tenure  from  that  of  good  behavior, 
to  a  term  of  five  years  if  they,  shall  behave  themselves 
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well.  There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  language  of 
the  schedule  to  that  instrument,  when  speaking  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  other  judges 
of  the  commonwealth.  The  former  were  to  be  graded, 
as  to  the  expiration  of  their  offices,  by  the  dates  of 
their  commissions  upon  the  1st  day  of  January,  1839. 
Vacancies  in  other  judicial  stations,  occurring  after 
the  adoption  of  the  amendments,  and  before  the  1st 
of  January,  1830,  were  not  provided  for  by  that  in- 
strument, "as  no  commissions  were  provided  for,  or 
continued  in  force  by  it,  excepting  such  as  were  in 
being  at  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution.'' Consequently,  all  appointments  made  of 
such  judges,  between  the  9th  of  October,  1838,  and 
1st  January,  1839,  only  endured  until  the  latter  day, 
and  were  then  annulled  by  the  new  constitution  going 
into  effect,  except  where  otherwise  provided  for  in 
that  instrument. 

It  is  always  a  subject  of  regret,  to  see  management 
made  use  of,  to  defeat  the  expressed  will  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  seldom  successful.  Shortly  before  the  1st 
of  January,  1839,  two  of  the  president  judges  of  ju- 
dicial districts  resigned  their  offices,  and  were  re-com- 
missioned on  the  day  following  their  resignations,  to 
hold  their  offices  "so  long  as  they  behave  themselves 
well."  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  direct  proceedings  to 
be  instituted  in  the  supreme  court,  against  them.  One 
of  them  died  pending  the  proceeding,  and  the  other 
was  ousted  by  the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  his  place 
has  been  supplied  by  a  new  appointment. 

In  relation  to  the  associate  judges,  there  were  nu- 
merous instances  of  resignations,  between  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amended  constitution,  and  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1839,  and  others  were  commissioned,  in  their 
places  to  hold  during  good  behavior.  According  to 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  "The  Common- 
wealth vs.  Collins,"  these  commissions  expired  on  the 
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latter  day, — and  there  were  two  instances  in  which 
appointments  were  made  on  the  14th  of  January,  1839, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  to 
fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  resignations  made  on  or 
after  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1839.  The  commissions  for 
these  two  judges  were  issued  to  hold  their  offices  for 
five  years,  if  they  so  long  behaved  themselves  well.- 
The  whole  proceeding  I  have  always  treated  as  a  dis- 
creditable attempt  to  tamper  with,  and  give  political 
character  to  the  judiciary,  and  has  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  but  in  the  memorable  appoint- 
ments known  as  the  "midnight  judges,"  made  on  the 
third  of  March,  1801.  The  object  of  the  proceed- 
ing, undoubtedly,  was  to  prevent  the  classification  of 
the  associated  judges  which  the  constitution  contem- 
plated, and  if  so,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth.  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  to  the  facts,  and  if  their  views  shall 
coincide  with  mine,  I  think  sound  policy,  as  well  as 
sound  morality,  requires  that  a  supplement  should  be 
passed  to  the  act  of  20th  June,  1839,  classifying,  the 
associate  judges,  by  which  provision  should  be  made, 
that  all  associate  judges,  commissioned  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  on  the  9th  of  October,  1838, 
should  only  hold  until  the  time  when  the  commissions 
of  the  persons  in  whose  places  respectively  they  were 
appointed,  would  have  expired.  Every  thing  like  man- 
agement in  the  appointment  of  judges  to  prolong  their 
terms,  contrary  to  the  obvious  meaning  and  intent  of 
the  constitution,  should  be  discountenanced,  as  cal- 
culated to  undermine  and  shake  public  confidence  in 
the  integrity  of  the  judiciary. 

Since  the  executive  department  of  the  government 
has  been  committed  to  my  hands,  all  vacancies -which 
have  occurred  in  the  offices  of  associate  judges,  ex- 
cept during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  have  been  filled 
bv  commissions  to  expire  when  those  of  their  prede- 
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eessors  would  have  expired,  under  the  amended  con- 
stitution. This,  1  apprehend,  is  the  precise  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  constitution,  otherwise  the  classi- 
fication directed  by  that  instrument,  could  be  broken 
up  and  defeated,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  execu- 
tive. 

The  only  office  remaining  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
the  tenure  is  limited  by  good  behaviour  alone,  is  that 
of  notary  public,  authorized  by  the  act  of  assembly 
passed  5th  March,  1791.  As  all  offices  of  that  tenure 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  1790,  have  been 
abolished  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  to  that 
instrument,  a  regard  to  consistency  would  seem  to  re- 
quire, that  there  should  be  no  statutory  office  of  an 
unlimited  duration  as  to  tenure.  The  number  in  each 
county,  except  Philadelphia,  being  limited  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  to  three,  and  some  of  the  number 
being  now  superannuated,  or  otherwise  incapable  of 
discharging  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  towns  and 
villages  have  sprung  up,  requiring  frequently  the  ser- 
vices of  a  notary  public,  where  appointments  cannot 
be  made  without  exceeding  the  number  limited  to  the 
county,  legislative  on  the  subject  appears  to  be  neces- 
sary. 

On  the  16th  day  of  June,  1836,  an  act  was  passed 

entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  number  of  senators  and 

representatives,  and  form  the  state  into  districts,  in 

pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,"  which 

provided  for  the  election  of  thirty-three  senators  in 

twenty-three  districts,  into  which  that  act  divided  the 

state.     The  whole  number  of  taxables  in  the  state,  as 

returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  was 

309,421 — which,  fixing  the  representatives  at  100  and 

the  senators  at  33,  would  entitle  3,094  taxables  to  a 

representative,  and  9,376  to  a  senator.     There  have 

been,  uniformly,  great  complaints  of  the  inequality  of 

representation  under  this  law,  both  as  to  tjie  senators 
41— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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and  representatives,  and  in  regard  to  the  latter,  there 
was  a  positive  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
commonwealth.  By  the  4th  section  of  the  1st  article 
of  the  constitution  of  1790,  which  remains  unaltered, 
it  is  provided  that  the  apportionment  shall  be  made 
"among  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  several  coun- 
ties, according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
in  each,"  and  that  "each  county  shall  have  at  least 
one  representative,  but  no  county  hereafter  erected 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  separate  representation,  until 
a  sufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  shall  be 
contained  within  it,  to  entitle  them  to  a  separate  rep- 
resentation, agreeably  to  the  ratio  which  shall  then 
be  established."  Agreeably  to  the  return  made  as 
aforesaid,  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  were, 
in  the  county  of  Bedford,  4,712— in  Bradford,  4,721— 
in  Columbia,  4,818 — ^yet  to  the  first  named  county, 
having  the  smallest  number  of  taxables,  two  members 
were  given,  while  to  each  of  the  last  named  counties, 
having  a  larger  number  of  taxables,  but  one  member 
is  allowed;  and  the  same  palpable  and  unwarrantable 
violations  of  the  constitution,  characterize  many  of 
the  other  apportionments  made  by  said  act.  Nor  is 
this  all: — the  county  of  Mifflin  was  in  existence,  as 
a  county,  when  the  constitution  of  1790  was  adopted, 
and  was  entitled  to  a  representative  in  the  legislature 
which  by  this  act  was  not  allowed  to  her;  but  she  and 
Juniata  county,  which  had  formed  part  of  her  terri- 
tory, are  coupled  in  a  district  with  the  county  of 
Union.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted,  that  a 
due  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  rights  of  the  people,  imperiously  require  the  en- 
actment of  a  law  for  a  new  apportionment  of  the  rep- 
resentatives and  senators,  according  to  the  number  of 
taxable  inhabitants. 

In  Pennsylvania  it  has  often  been  a  source  of  com- 
plaint, that  the  decisions  of  our  supreme  court  are  not 
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reported  by  a  regularly  appointed  reporter.  It  may 
be  worthy  of  inquiry  whether  some  provision  ought 
not  to  be  made  by  law,  for  regulating  the  manner  of 
reporting  those  decisions,  by  an  officer  who  shall  be 
responsible  to  the  commonwealth,  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  shall  be  performed. 

The  number  of  cases  taken  up  on  writs  of  error,  and 
by  appeal  from  the  inferior  courts  to  the  supreme 
court,  has  greatly  increased  of  late  years.  An  inquiry 
into  the  causes  which  have  induced  thisi  increase,  as 
well  as  what  means  had  better  be  adopted  to  enable 
the  court  in  the  last  resort,  to  decide  with  due  care 
and  deliberation,  all  the  cases  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  brought  before  them,  my  be  productive  of  much 
good  to  the  administration  of  justice. 

There  ai^  some  parts  of  our  system  of  administer- 
ing justice,  which  will  perhaps  require  legislative  ac- 
tion, in  order  to  correct  evils  existing  in  practice,  and 
daily  felt  by  suitors  and  others  interested  in  their  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  present  organization  of  the  courts,  in  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  does  not  seem  to  answer 
the  purposes  intended.  The  vast  increase  of  business 
thrown  on  the  courts  of  civil  jurisdiction,  by  the  act 
of  14th  April,  1834,  giving  them  almost  as  unlimited 
equity  powers  as  the  courts  of  chancery  elsewhere 
possess,  as  well  as  the  increase  growing  out  of  the 
augmented  population  and  business  of  that  city,  and 
its  adjoining  districts,  have  overloaded  their  dockets 
with  causes,  which  the  judges  by  their  utmost  indus- 
try cannot  keep  down.  Something  should  be  done  to 
prevent  the  delay  now  experienced  by  suitors  in  those 
courts,  and  what  the  corrective  should  be,  is  submitted 
to  the  legislature. 

The  court  of  criminal  sessions  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  also,  requires  that  legislative  atten- 
tion should  be  called  to  it.     It  possesses,   now,   an 
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anomalous  character,  and  only  exercises  a  part  of  the 
criminal  jurisdiction  of  that  city  and  county.  The 
whole  criminal  jurisdiction  could,  perhaps,  be  better 
vested  in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
jail  delivery,  and  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace; 
and  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction  created  for  the  pur- 
pose, could  exercise  all  the  powers  now  exercised  by 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  perhaps  dispose  of 
part  of  the  business  which  now  accumulates  in  the 
district  court.  Such  a  course,  by  a  better  distribu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  the  court,  would  add  nothing  to 
the  present  expense,  and  would  probably  correct  the 
evils  and  unnecessary  expenses,  now  incurred  by  a 
defective  organization  and  arrangement. 

There,  is,  however,  another  subject  to  which  I  beg 
leave  especially  to  call  your  attention.  \n  certain 
counties  in  Pennsylvania,  attenjpts  have  been  made 
to  tamper  with  the  jury  box,  and  give  a  political  aspect 
to  the  selection  of  persons  for  jurors.  This  is  an  evil 
which  should  not  for  a  moment  be  tolerated.  The 
trial  by  jury  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  free- 
men, and  the  attempt  to  give  a  party  character  to  the 
selection  of  jurors,  unless  promptly  checked,  will  ul- 
timately destroy  all  confidence  in  the  tribunal.  Let 
provision  be  made  by  law  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  encroachment  on  this  most  wise  and  venerable  of 
all  human  and  social  institutions,  and  protect  this  long 
boasted  bulwark  of  liberty,  from  prostitution  to  the 
basest  purposes.  One  of  the  causes  specially  assigned 
for  our  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  the  "depriv- 
ing us  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury."  Vain,  indeed, 
have  been  the  efforts  of  the  sages  of  the  Kevolution 
to  restore  this  valuable  right,  if  we  silently  look  on 
and  permit  it  thus  to  be  wrested  from  us.  Every  state 
in  the  Union  has  emphatically  engrafted  on  her  con- 
stitution "that  the  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved 
for  ever  inviolate.".   No  one  is  safe  in  his  life,  his  lib- 
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erty,  or  his  property,  in  this  state  of  things.  I  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend,  that  it  may  be  made  the 
dnty  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  or 
some  two  of  them,  and  the  sheriff,  annually  to  select 
the  jurors  in  open  court,  and  that  the  drawing  of  the 
same,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  by  them  also  done 
in  open  court;  or  that  such  other  provision  be  made 
by  law,  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  think  best,  to 
I'estore  public  confidence  to  the  exercise  of  this  ven- 
erated and  dearly  cherished  right,  and  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  trial  by  jury  from  suspicion. 

There  are  many  instances  in  which  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  collateral  inheritances  have  not  been  observed 
and  in  which  the  payment  of  considerable  sums  of 
money,  rightfully  belonging  to  the  state,  is  evaded. 
It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested,  that  the  regis- 
ters of  wills  be  enjoined  by  law,  to  inquire  of  all  ex- 
ecutors and  administrators,  on  oath,  at  the  time  of 
granting  letters,  whether  the  state  of  their  testator, 
or  intestate,  will  be,  in  their  opinion,  the  subject  of 
the  laws  relative  to  collateral  inheritances,  and  that 
the  register  give  notice  of  all  such  to  the  attorney 
general,  or  his  deputy,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make 
a  record  thereof,  and  enforce  the  collection,  from  time 
to  time,  of  the  moneys  arising  therefrom. 

The  militia  of  the  commonwealth  are  enrolled  as 
required  by  law,  with  the  exception  of  some  portions 
of  the  state,  in  which  difficulties  exist  in  procuring 
officers  to  perform  that  duty.  The  militia  system  is 
a  tax  to  a  considerable  amount  upon  the  state  treas- 
ury, which  might  be  considerably  lessened,  if  the  adju- 
tant general  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  personally 
superintending  the  system  in  its  details,  and  properly 
compensated  therefor.  Legislative  attention  is  re- 
quested to  this  subject.  The  due  enrolment,  officer- 
ing and  classification  of  the  militia,  should  be  con- 
tinued,  and  encouragement  held  out  to   volunteers. 
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and  the  days  of  militia  training  might  be  advantage- 
ously reduced  to  one  in  the  year. 

Nothing  has  occurred,  since  the  meeting  of  the  last 
legislature,  to  disturb  or  affect  the  relations  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  a  member  of  the  Union.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  has  continued  to  be  administered 
by  the  wise  and  distinguished  statesman  at  its  head, 
with  his  accustomed  ability  and  fidelity.  In  the  high 
and  responsible  position  which  he  occupies,  he  has 
fully  justified  the  best  hopes  of  our  citizens,  by  whose 
free  suffrages  he  has  been  elevated  to  the  station 
which  he  so  well  fills. 

By  the  act  entitled  "an  act  relating  to  the  elections 
of  this  commonwealth,'^  approved  2d  July  last,  no 
provision  appears  to  have  been  made  for  the  election 
of  a  senator,  to  represent  this  state,  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  at  any  other  time  than  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  in  January,  next  preceding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  constitutional  term  of  a  senator,  unless 
informed  by  the  governor  that  a  vacancy  exists.  By 
reason  of  w^hich,  I  have  supposed  it  proper  to  inform 
you  that  a  vacancy  does*  exist,  in  the  representation 
of  this  state,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  terms  of  the  loan  negotiated  with  the  Girard 
Bank,  on  the  20th  March  last,  for  |1,280,000,  the  sum 
of  1380,000.00  for  repairing  the  breach  on  the  Juniata 
division  of  the  canal,  was  to  remain  in  the  bank  until 
drawn  for,  after  the  vouchers  of  the  disbursing  offi- 
cer should  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  a 
joint  committee  of  three  members  from  each  branch 
of  the  legislature,  agreeably  to  the  provisions'  of  the 
act  authorizing  the  loan.  The  joint  committee,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  at  the  time,  there  was  every  reason 
to  believe  the  accounts  would  soon  be  adjusted,  and 
the  money  applied.  I  therefore  did  not  hesitate  to 
embrace  the  offer  to  take  the  loan  with  that  condition 
annexed,  inasmuch  as  the  commonwealth  was  then 
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much  straightened  in  her  fiscal  affairs,  for  want  of  the 
residue  of  the  money,  and  no  other  offer  being  made. 
But,  by  the  subsequent  action  of  the  legislature,  in 
a  joint  resolution  passed  at  the  close  of  the  adjourned 
session,  and  approved  on  the  2d  of  July,  last,  so  much 
of  the  act  of  the  9th  January,  authorizing  this  loan, 
as  requires  those  accounts  to  be  settled  by  the  joint 
committee,  was  repealed;  and  authority  was  given  to 
the  auditor  general  to  settle  and  adjust  the  same,  and 
requiring  him  to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Harrisburg  Bank 
''for  such  amounts  as  he  shall  find  to  have  been  fairly 
expended  in  repairing  said  breach." — ^Such  have  been 
the  difficulties,  however,  encountered  by  that  officer 
in  attempting  the  settlement  of  those  accounts,  that 
he  does  not  feel  himself  warranted,  by  the  terms  of 
said  resolution,  in  drawing  in  favor  of  those  banks,  for 
any  part  of  the  money;  the  facts  and  circumstances 
in  relation  to  w^hich,  will  be  laid  fully  before  you  by 
that  officer.  I  respectfully  ask  the  early  attention  of 
the  legislature  to  this  subject,  that  the  necessary  pro- 
vision be  made  by  law  to  arrest  the  further  accumu- 
lation of  interest  on  the  money,  that  may  eventually 
be  found  payable  to  said  banks. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July 
2d,  1839,  relating  to  the  claims  of  the  commonwealth 
against  the  estate  of  John  Nicholson  and  Peter  Bayn- 
ton,  a  commissioner  was  appointed  to  perform  the 
duties  therein  required. 

From  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  investigation, 
and  the  limited  time  allowed  to  make  report,  it  wa9 
impossible  for  the  commissioner  to  examine  into  and 
ascertain  the  various  complicated  and  important  mat- 
ters enjoined  on  him,  within  the  period  allotted.  By 
reference  to  his  report,  which  will  be  laid  before  you, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  outstanding  claims  of  creditors 
(other  than  the  state),  against  the  estate  of  John 
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Nicholson^  amount  to  upwards  of  thirteen  millions  of 
dollarsi,  including  interest  till  the  1st  of  April,  1839; 
that  the  balance  due  the  commonwealth  on  the  sanie 
day  was  |278,179.57,  and  that  the  estate  of  Peter 
Baynton  on  that  day  owed  the  commonwealth  |58,- 
913.95. 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  act  above  mentioned,  all 
former  laws  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  of 
Nicholson  and  Baynton  are  suspended;  hence  it  may 
be  worthy  of  consideration  whether  some  additional 
legislation  should  not  be  had,  to  relieve  all  parties  con- 
cerned from  their  present  embarrassment.  The  great 
length  of  time  which  hasi  elapsed  since  those  debts 
were  contra  cted ;  the  fact  that  many  of  the  lands  have 
been  held  for  a  number  of  years  by  actual  settlers,  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  residue  sold  for  taxes;  the  im- 
mense sum  of  outstanding  debts  against  John  Nichol- 
son, as  well  as  the  claims  of  his  heirs,  all  urge  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  settlement,  as  the  title  to  im- 
mense bodies  of  land,  in  various  parts  .of  the  state, 
depend  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  conflicting  claims 
of  creditors  and  landholders. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully,  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  a  law  authorizing  the  commissioner,  under  such 
restrictions  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  to  compro- 
mise, adjust,  and  settle  the  claim  of  the  commonwealth 
with  actual  settlers  and  others,  claiming  title  to  the 
lands,  on  which  the  state  has  a  lien,  in  such  manner 
as  not  to  prejudice  or  affect  the  rights  of  others. 

It  is  highly  important  to  the  commonwealth,  that 
the  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  which  the  title  to  those 
lands  is  at  present  involved,  should  be  removed  with- 
out further  delay.  I  have  accordingly  deemed  proper 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  in  anticipation  of 
the  commissioner's  final  report. 

By  the  act  of  the  29th  March,  1836,  a  geological 
survey  of  the  state  was  authorized,  and  the  sum  of 
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|6,400,  was  thereby  annually  appropriated  for  that 
object,  for  five  years.  A  supplement  to  this  act  was 
passed  on  the  21st  March,  1837,  authorizing  an  in- 
crease in  the  corps,  and  appropriating  the  further 
»um  of  |3,600  per  annum,  to  the  appropriation  made 
by  the  act  of  1836 — and  by  an  aditional  act  passed 
13th  April,  1838,  the  further  sum  of  |6,000  per  annum 
was  added  to  the  appropriations  for  this  object,  ^'in 
order  to  complete  the  geological  and  mineralogical 
survey  of  the  state  more  rapidly."  In  pursuance  of 
these  acts,  the  state  geologist,  with  the  assistants, 
authorized  by  the  acts  stated,  has  been  engaged  in 
the  mineralogical  and  geological  survey  of  the  state, 
and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work, 
which  it  is  hoped  may  be  completed  within  the  time 
contemplated  by  law.  The  reports  already  made  by 
that  officer,  with  that  which  he  will  present  at  the 
present  session,  will  exhibit  the  amount  of  the  work 
done,  and,  to  some  extent  develop  the  mineral  trea- 
sures of  the  commonwealth,  which  have  become  sources 
of  immense  wealth  and  trade. 

The  coal  and  iron  trade  of  Pennsylvania,  are  more 
valuable,  as  sources  of  wealth  and  employment,  than 
mines  of  the  precious  metals  are  in  countries  where 
they  are  found.  They  furnish  investments  for  large 
amounts  of  capital — give  constant  employment  to  nu- 
merous operatives;  and  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
with  prudent  management,  yield  a  certain  and  regular 
profit  to  all  engaged  in  the  business.  They  pay  a 
large  proportion  of  the  tolls  upon  our  public  improve- 
ments, and  constitute  the  most  important  share  of 
freight  for  those  engaged  in  transportation  upon  our 
canals  and  rail  roads,  as  well  as  for  numerous  vessels 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade.  The  value  of  coal  and 
iron  must  necessarily  be  much  enhanced  by  the  recent 
successful  application  of  anthracite  coal  for  smelting 
iron  ore,  which  will  in  all  probability  introduce  a  new 
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era  in  the  iron  business  in  our  commonwealtli.  Should 
the  experiment  become  generally  successful,  of  which 
little  doubt  is  entertained,  it  will  save  us  the  necessity 
of  importing  large  amounts  of  iron  for  railroads,  as 
well  as  other  purposes,  which  Pennsylvania,  in  that 
event,  would  be  able  to  furnish  in  abundance,  not  only 
for  her  own  use,  and  that  of  her  citizens,  but  for  a 
large  portion  of  her  sister  states'.  Possessing  as  Penn- 
sylvania does,  the  great  bulk  of  the  iron  ore,  and  an- 
thracite coal  formation  of  this  country,  in  alternate 
strata  in  the  same  territory,  and  situated  in  the  same 
quarter  of  the  Union,  peculiarly  accessible  by  means 
of  her  geographical  position  and  canals  and  rail  roads, 
she  must  enjoy  almost  exclusively,  the  great  revenue 
that  will  arise  from  this  source.  A  large  portion  of 
our  public  debt  abroad,  was  contracted  in  the  purchase 
of  rail  road  iron,  which  would  have  been  obtained  in 
this  country,  if  it  had  been  possible  to  procure  it  here. 
It  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  coal  and  iron  fields 
of  this  commonwealth,  will  hereafter  furnish  a  cheap 
and  adequate  supply,  and  if  so,  there  is  every  reason 
to  think,  that  the  numerous  rail  roads,  in  nearly  the 
states  of  the  Union,  that  have  been  either  suspended 
or  contemplated,  will  in  a  few  years  go  into  operation. 
The  business  on  our  public  improvements  as  well  as 
the  permanent  mass  of  the  wealth  of  the  people  of 
this  state,,  must  thus  be  immeasureably  increased. 

Much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  legislature 
is  annually  occupied  in  the  consideration  of  private 
matters^  and  the  interests  of  the  commonwealth  are 
sometimes  sacrificed  to  the  importunities  of  individ- 
uals. This  has  been  peculiarly  so  in  cases  where  the 
canal  commissioners,  as  well  as  the  board  of  apprais- 
ers, have  passed  upon  the  claims  of  individuals  for 
alleged  damages,  by  reason  of  the  construction  of 
public  works,  as  well  as  where  the  canal  commission- 
ers and  engineers  have  estimated  the  amount  of  work 
done  by  contractors.     Upon  these,  as  well  as  upon 
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all  other  subjects,  steadiness  of  legislation  is  very  de- 
sirable, and  general  rules  and  g^eneral  systems  should 
not  be  made  to  yield,  unless  under  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, indeed,  to  the  exparte  statements  or  rep- 
resentation    of     interested       individuals.     There     is 
necessarily  much  evil  and  great  want  of  security  in 
much   special  legislation.     The  increased  population 
and  business  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  late  period 
in   the   winter   at   which   the   legislature   assembles, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such  gen- 
eral rules  on  the  subject,  as  will  save  the  legislature 
from  being  continually  occupied  with  minor  matters. 
The  expenditures  of  the  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  state,  have  been  much  increased  of 
late  years,  and  in  no  department  so  much  as  that  of 
the  legislative.     While  the  increase  of  business  and 
population  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  for  a  gradual 
and   corresponding  addition  to  the  expenses  of  the 
executive,  judiciary  and  treasury  departments,  it  is 
hard  to  account  for  the  expensesi  of  the  legislature, 
which  have  advanced  since  November,  1835,  in  a  ratio 
unparalled  in  the  history  of  the  government.     It  will 
be  found  upon  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  treasurer 
and  auditor  general,  that  the  expenses  of  this  depart- 
ment, for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  November,  1835, 
were  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  are 
now  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars annually.     The  public  good  requires  a  rigid  sys- 
tem of  retrenchment  and  reform,  which,  while  it  will 
allow  to  faithful  public  servants,  an  adequate  com- 
pensation for  the  time  and  talents  devoted  to  the  pub- 
lic, will  lop  off  all  wasteful  and  unnecessary  expendi- 
tures in  every  department.     I  throw  out  these  sugges- 
tions from  no  wish  to  dictate  to  the  legislature,  but 
in  a  sincere  desire  to  have  all  alleged  abuses  investi- 
gated in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  a  patriotic  devotion  to 
the  public  good,  with  a  view  to  correction,  wherever 
correction  shall  be  found  necessary. 
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On  a  candid  review  of  the  entire  condition  of  this 
commonwealth,  although  we  find  her  laboring  under 
the  pressure  of  an  enormous  state  debt,  heightened 
by  all  the  incidental  embarrassments  arising  from  the 
payment  of  the  interest  upon  it,  and  the  monetary  de- 
rangements attending  it,  that  have  shaken  the  credit 
of  this  state,  and  of  the  sister  states,  to  itst  foundation, 
yet  there  is  no  cause  for  despondency  or  fear.  Pru- 
dence, discretion  and  economy,  on  the  part  of  her 
legislature,  her  executive,  and  her  citizens,  will  in 
a  few  years  replace  her  on  the  solid  footing  of  pecu- 
niary independence.  The  industry  and  energy  of  her 
people,  reaping  wealth  from  her  rich  fields  of  agricul- 
ture, disemboweling  it  from  her  hills  and  mountains, 
and  transporting  it  to  market  on  her  rail  roads  and 
canals,  cannot  be  shackled  with  any  pecuniary  respon- 
sibilities that  can,  for  any  considerable  period,  mar 
her  prosperity  or  retard  her  march  onward  to  great- 
ness. We  have  fallen,  it  is  true,  on  one  of  those  tem- 
porary reverses,  that  come  upon  all  nations  in  the 
progress  of  advancement,  when  delusive  systems  of 
public  prosperity  explode  under  the  test  of  their 
soundness,  and  from  the  consequences  they  produce, 
leave  men  in  wonder  that  they  lasted  so  long.  It  re- 
quires, however,  but  the  exercise  of  a  reasonable  de- 
gree of  wisdom,  firmness  and  honesty,  in  the  present 
crisis,  to  rescue  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  from 
the  difficulties  by  which  they  are  at  present  beset, 
however  formidable  those  untoward  circumstances 
have  made  them  appear.  Let  all  who  look  upon  her 
with  a  jealous,  or  a  friendly  eye,  be  told  that  her  abil- 
ity is  ample  to  meet  all  her  engagements;  that  the 
determination  of  her  citizens  to  do  so,  corresponds 
with  her  ability,  and  that  happen  what  may,  the  in- 
tegrity and  fidelity  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
are  pledged  to  make  good  her  contracts  with  those 
whose  money  has  constructed  her  stupendous  public 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  653 

improvements,  and  that  the  pledge  so  made  shall  be 
scrupulously  redeemed. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication,  without  express- 
ing the  full  reliance  which  I  place  in  the  wisdom  and 
intelligence  of  the  legislature — and  the  great  pleasure 
which  it  will  afford  me,  to  be  able  to  approve  and  ex- 
ecute those  enactments  which  you  will  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  for  advancing  the  interests  and  pros- 
perity of  our  free,  beloved  and  patriotic  common- 
wealth. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Harrisburg,  January  8,  1840. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Bill  Entitled  ''A  Further 
Supplement  to  the  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Cumber- 
land Valley  Railroad  Company." 

Gentlemen: 

I  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE  IN  WHICH  IT  ORIG- 
inated  an  act  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to 
the  act,  to   incorporate  the  Cumberland  Valley 
Rail  Road  Company,"  together  with  my  reasons  for 
not  signing  the  same. 

It  is  provided  by  the  second  section  of  said  act,  that 
the  right  of  the  Commonwealth  to  regulate  the  tolls 
of  the  said  company,  shall  not  be  so  exercised,  as  to 
reduce  the  nett  income  of  the  stockholders,  to  less 
than  nine  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  capital  expend- 
ed, and  the  right  of  the  Commonw^ealth  to  purchase 
said  road,  shall  not  be  claimed  before  the  expiration 
of  forty  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act.  The  Cum- 
berland Valley  Rail  Road  Company  was  incorporated 
by  an  act,  passed  the  2d  of  April,  1831,  which  said  act 
was  revived  and  continued  in  force,  by  the  act  of  15th 
April,  1835,  and  was  further  altered  and  amended  by 
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the  act  of  2d  February,  1836.  This  Rail  Road  extend- 
ing from  the  borough  of  Harrisburg  to  the  Borough 
of  Chambersburg,  on  the  direct  route  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburgh,  constitutes  an  essential  link 
in  the  chain  of  continuous  railroad  communication 
contemplated  at  some  future  day,  as  a  connection  of 
those  two  important  cities.  The  .Legislature  has  man- 
ifestly regarded  this  communieation,  as  one  of  great 
moment  to  the  public  and  has  provided  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, to  retain  its  entire  unshackled  control  over  the 
intervening  portions  of  the  route. 

Provision  is  made,  by  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of 
2d  February,  1836^  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  and  the  President  and  Directors  of 
said  Cumberland  Valley  Rail  Road  Company,  and  the 
Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mount  Joy,  and  Lancaster 
Rail  Road  Company,  on  the  completion  of  said  roads, 
to  make  such  arrangements  and  regulations  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  those  respective  com- 
panies as  will  establish  and  secure  an  uninterrupted 
communication  of  trade  and  travel,  between  Chambers- 
burg  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  therefore  evi- 
dent, that  the  Columbia  road,  and  the  roads  of  those 
two  companies,  are  all  considered  as  forming,  for  gen- 
eral practical  purposes,  but  one  line  of  "uninterrupted 
communication."  Nothing  would  contribute  more  to 
break  up  this  communication,  than  a  system  of  dis- 
criminating tolls  on  each  road,  and  especially  if,  on 
any  portion  of  it  the  rate  of  tolls  was  unalterably  fixed 
by  law,  as  high  as  it  is  fixed  by  the  present  law.  It 
would,  in  fact,  amount  to  a  inonopoly  in  the  company, 
having  that  power,  if  its  rate  of  tolls  was  not  not 
under  the  same  general  control  of  the  law,  as  that 
which  governed  all  other  companies  standing  in  the 
same  relative  position  to  the  state  improvements. 
Why  does  this  company  fear  to  trust  to  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  Legislature?     It  will  be  both  the 
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interest  and  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  fix  the 
rate  of  tolls  at  an  amount  that  will  render  the  road 
most  valuable  to  the  stockholders  and  the  public,  be- 
cause it  will  be  necessarily  regulated  in  a  great  de- 
gree by  the  tolls  charged  on  the  Columbia  Rail  Raod. 
I  can  see  no  good  reason,  for  agreeing  to  secure  to 
the  stockholders  of  this  company  nine  per  cent,  on 
the  money  invested,  when  it  may  be  to  the  serious 
detriment  of  the  public  interest. 

Nor  can  I  see  any  better  reason  for  debarring  the 
State  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  purchasing  this 
road,  for  the  unprecedented  term  of -forty  years  from 
the  present  time;  when  by  the  act  of  incorporation 
the  time  is  fixed  at  thirty  years,  of  which  time,  more 
than  twenty-one  years  have  yet  to  run.  With  this 
length  of  time,  and  the  guarantee,  that  if  the  State 
purchases  at  the  end  thereof,  she  must  pay  for  the  rail 
road  and  appurtenances  "a  reasonable  price  and  valu- 
ation," I  should  suppose  the  company  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  more  humiliating 
spectacle  that  the  State  would  exhibit,  if  this  bill  were 
to  become  a  law,  and  she  should  determine  to  construct 
a  continuous  rail  road  communication  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburg,  and  in  the  very  centre  of  it,  a 
company  was  found  with  irrepealable  powers  to  charge 
tolls  to  an  amount  yielding  nine  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  expended,  which  the  State  cannot  purchase, 
on  any  other  terms  than  it  was  pleased  itself  to  dic- 
tate, for  a  period  of  forty  years.  It  is  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  say  whether  this  shall  be  the  case.  I  wash 
my  hands  of  all  such  legislation. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. ' 

January  9th,  1840. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  an  Act  to  Incorporate  the 

City  of  Allegheny. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPO 
rate  the  City  of  Allegheny,"  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  20th  June,  last,  for  approbation     Not 
approving  the  bill,  I  return  it  to  the  Senate  in  which  it 
originated,  with  my  objectiona 

Independent  of  the  objections  to  creating  munici- 
pal corporations,  which  are  exceptions  to  the  usual 
and  ordinary  mode  of  conducting  Township  and  Bor- 
ough affairs,  thereby  increasing  the  burdens  upon  the 
citizens,  there  are  several  specific  objections  to  the 
bill  in  question. 

The  act  does  not  provide  a  distinct  and  specific  mode 
of  proceeding  for  the  select  and  common  councils,  in 
enacting  the  ordinances  for  the  government  of  the 
proposed  city,  but  speaks  in  some  places  of  those 
bodies  being  assembled  ''in  common  council,"  and  in 
other  places  of  their  "several"  action  in  relation  to 
such  ordinances. 

The  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  opening  of  streets, 
lanes  and  alleys,  and  the  compensation  to  be  made 
therefor,  mentioned  in  the  13th,  and  several  following 
sections  of  the  act,  would  impose  upon  the  County  of 
Allegheny,  the  entire  expense  of  compensation  to  the 
owners  of  land  or  lots,  for  laying  out  streets,  lanes,  and 
alleys  for  the  improvement  of  the  proposed  city.  I 
cannot  perceive  the  propriety  of  making  the  people 
of  the  county,  pay  the  damages  which  may  be  as- 
sessed. 

The  20th  and  21st  sections  of  the  bill,  invest  the 
select  and  common  councils  of  the  proposed  city,  with 
power  to  grant  tavern  licenses,  and  take  from  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Allegheny  county,  the 
power  which  they  possess  under  the  act  of  11th  March, 
1834,  within  the  proposed  city.     The  act  of  1834,  is 
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general  in  its  provisions,  extending  over  the  Common- 
wealth, and  directs  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  to 
license  only  such  inns,  or  taverns,  as  are  "necessary 
to  accommodate  the  public,  and  entertain  strangers, 
or  travellers,"  and  specifies  the  kind  of  evidence  which 
the  Courts  shall  receive  of  such  necessity,  and  pro- 
hibits them  from  licensing  any  person  to  keep  an  inn, 
or  tavern,  unless  from  such  evidence  or  from  their 
own  knowledge,  or  other  evidencec  sought  for  and  ob- 
tained, they  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  fitness  of  the  per- 
son applying  and  of  the  sufiiciency  of  his  accommo- 
dations. The  safeguards  and  precautions  thrown 
around  the  subject  by  this  act  will  enable  those 
Courts,  to  effectuall}^  correct  the  evils  resulting  to 
the  morals  of  the  community,  from  the  licensing  of 
unnecessary  houses  or  improper  persons,  if  properly 
carried  out  in  practice  by  our  citizens,  in  giving  the 
certificates  or  furnishing  the  evidence  which  the  act 
requires.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  now  returned  to 
you,  do  not  require  the  same  kind  or  extent  of  evi- 
dence, which  the  Courts  require  in  granting  licenses. 
Nor  is  the  body  upon  whom  the  duty  is  devolved  as 
unexceptionable,  and  as  independent  of  improper  in- 
fluences on  the  subject,  as  the  Courts:  and  no  good  or 
satisfactory  reason  has  been  presented  to  my  mind,  for 
making  the  proposed  city,  an  exception  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  wise,  and  salutary  provisions  of  the  general 
law  on  the  subject. 

There  have  been  great  complaints,  especially  in  our 
large  towns  and  cities,  against  the  number  of  licenses 
granted,  even  with  all  the  restrictions  which  the  ex- 
isting laws  imposed,  and  with  all  the  care  and  cau- 
tion which  the  Courts  can  exercise.  But  of  all  the 
modes  ever  yet  devised  for  granting  licenses,  that  of 
conferring  it,  without  check  or  control,  upon  bodies 
of  elective  citizens,  and  thus  place  it,  more  or  less, 
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under  the  baneful  influence  of  party  politics,  would  be 
the  most  objectionable. 

I  apprehend  the  evil  would  not  stop  with  the  pres- 
ent bill,  but  that  various  other  Boroughs  and  Corpora- 
tions, pleading  this  as  an  example  or  precedent,  would 
ask  to  have  vested  in  them,  a  similar  power,  and  that 
the  consequences  would  be,  a  total  want  of  any  general 
system, — a  superabundance  of  licensed  taverns  in 
some  districts,  and  an  entire  want  of  them  in  others; 
and  a  clashing  of  jurisdiction  would  ensue  between 
our  Courts  and  municipal  corporations,  from  which 
no  good,  and  much  evil  must  ensue.  I  believe  the 
power  to  be  most  safely  placed  in  the  Courts  possess- 
ing the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  county,  who  re- 
ceive from  the  constables  under  oath,  and  can  require 
from  other  sources  such  information,  as  will  enable 
them  to  ascertain,  how  the  houses  licensed  are  kept, 
and  to  take  away  all  such  licenses  as  may  tend  injur- 
iously to  affect  public  morals.  There  is  also  an  un- 
usual, and  I  think  decidedly  objectionable  provision, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  22d  Section,  which  directs  that 
the  fees  of  the  clerk  of  the  select  council,  of  one  dol- 
lar for  each  license,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  county.  Why  the  County  of  Allegheny,  should 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  fees  for  licenses  granted  to 
taverns  in  the  proposed  city,  is  such  a  departure  from 
the  long  established  law  of  the  land,  which  requires 
the  applicant  to  pay  his  own  fees,  that  I  cannot  recon- 
cile it  with  my  views  of  propriety. 

The  24th  Section  confers  upon  the  Mayor  of  the  pro- 
posed city,  "the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  as 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  have,"  &c.  I 
think  this  is  an  infraction,  at  least  of  the  spirit,  if  not 
of  the  terms  of  the  constitutional  provisions,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  and  appointment  of  justices  of 
the  peace.  I  do  not  think  the  power  can  be  conferred 
upon  citizens,  to  exercise  the  general  power  and  au- 
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rliorities  of  justices  of  the  peace,  except  when  they 
are  elected  and  commissioned  in  the  manner  provided 
for  in  that  instrument. 

The  26th  Section  authorizes  the  select  and  common 
council  to  license,  without  limit  or  coiftrol,  brokers 
within  the  proposed  city,  and  to  prohibit  all  others, 
except  those  so  licensed,  from  pursuing  the  business 
therein.  This  is  an  unusual  power,  and  may  be  liable 
to  much  abuse. 

The  31st  Section,  contains  the  following  provision: 
"That  as  often  as  any  doubts  shall  arise  touching  this 
act,  the  same  shall  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  and 
elsewhere  be  construed  and  taken  most  favourable  for 
the  said  corporation."  In  monarchial  countries  such 
a  provision  was  usually  introduced  into  charters  of 
incorporation,  and  even  were  before  the  revolution, 
when  we  were  subjected  to  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment, such  provisionsi  were  common.  In  England, 
such,  in  former  days,  was  the  rule  of  the  common  law, 
without  any  such  express  provision  in  the  charter. 
The  reason  assigned  was,  that  every  charter  granted 
to  a  portion  of  the  subjects,  was  so  much  power  gained 
back  from  the  crown ;  and  hence  they  were  to  be  con- 
strued most  favourable  to  the  subject.  But  this  rule 
does  not  hold  good  in  a  republic,  where  the  sovereignty 
remains  in  the  people  at  large,  and  where  powers 
given  to  a  few,  are  taken  from  the  whole.  Indeed  such 
has  been  the  multiplication  of  corporations,  and  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  former  rule,  that  in  England, 
the  rule  adopted  by  the  courts  at  this  day,  is,  that  in 
the  absence  of  any  statutory  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject, corporate  rights  are  to  be  strictly  construed 
against  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  granted.  It 
is  true  that,  following  the  provisions  usually  inserted 
during  the  proprietary  government,  similar  provisions 
to  that  quoted  in  this  bill,  were  sometimes  inserted  in 
charters  granted  in  this  Commonwealth,  subsequently 
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to  the  revolution,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been 
generally  and  in  my  judgment,  properly  omitted,  and 
the  subject  left  to  the  present  sound  and  salutary  rule 
adopted  by  the  courts. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
January  9th,  1840, 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to 
the  Milesburg  and  Smethport  Turnpike  Road 
Company,  and  for  Other  Purposes. 

Gentlemen : 

[RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives  in  which  it  originated,  a  resolution  relative 
to  the  "Milesburg  and  Smethport  turnpike  road 
company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  Executive  approbation,  on  the  22d 
day  of  June,  last,  and  which  I  cannot  approve,  with 
my  objections  thereto. 

The  1st  resolution  directs  the  Governor  to  draw  his 
warrant  upon  the  State  Treasury  for  the  sum  of  $7,000 
in  favour  of  the  said  turnpike  company,  to  be  applied 
by  them  in  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  West  Branch 
of  Susquehanna,  at  Karthaus,  and  authorizes  the  com- 
pany to  charge  tolls  thereon,  the  nett  proceeds  of 
which  are  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  may  be  that  the  bridge  is  necessary 
for  public  convenience  and  the  appropriation  under 
ordinary  circumstances  not  improper;  and  I  know  of 
no  objections  to  it,  except  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
Treasury. — But  to  the  second  resolution  embraced 
under  the  title,  I  have  insuperable  objections,  and 
think  that  the  appropriation  therein  directed  of  |4,000, 
to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  the  north 
end   of  Juliana  street,   on  the  Raystown  branch  of 
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Juniata,  at  the  town  of  Bedford,  is  one  of  tlie  most 
wasteful  and  useless  expenditures  of  the  public  funds 
which  has  been  proposed  in  modern  times. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  14th  April,  1838, 
entitled  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  repairs  and  con- 
tinue the  improvements  of  the  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  it  was  directed  that  |2,000,  of  the  dividends 
coming  to  the  Commonwealth  on  the  stock  held  in 
certain  turnpike  road  companies,  should  be  applied 
to  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  Raystown  branch  of 
the  Juniata,  at  the  town  of  Bedford,  where  the  Bed- 
ford and  Hollidaysburg  turnpike  crosses  the  same. 
In  pursuance  of  this  appropriation  of  |2,000,  the  man- 
agers of  the  said  Bedford  and  Hollidaysburg  turnpike 
road  company,  have  actually  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  bridge,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  completed 
before  the  close  of  the  present  year. 

The  resolution  now  returned  to  you,  proposes  an- 
other state  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  another 
bridge  over  the  same  stream  within  only  a  few  hun- 
dred feet  of  the  one  now  being  erected;  and  to  which 
there  is  no  public  road  leading.  There  is  therefore, 
no  such  public  necessity  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge 
in  question  as  should  call  upon  the  state  for  aid  under 
any  circumstances,  but  more  especially  in  the  present 
state  of  our  finances.  Should  the  resolution  pass  and 
the  second  bridge  be  erected,  they  would  stand  as 
monuments  of  folly  and  of  wanton  prodigality  in  ex- 
pending the  people's  money. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

January  9th,  1840. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to 
the  Claim  of  James  Frazier,  and  for  Other  Pur- 
poses. 

Gentlemen : 

1    RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives  in  wliich  it  originated  a  ^'Resolution  rela- 
tive to  tlie  claim  of  James  Frazier,  and  for  other 
purposes/'  presented  to  me  on  the  2oth  June,  lasit,  and 
which  I  cannot  approve,  with  my  objections  thereto. 

The  resolution  directs  the  re-examination  and  ad- 
justment of  the  claims  of  several  contractors  on  our 
public  works  on  the  Erie  extension,  the  Gettys'burg 
rail  road  and  the  North  Branch,  for  the  losses  al- 
leged to  have  been  sustained  in  the  execution  of  their 
contracts;  and  the  payment  thereof  out  of  the  State 
Treasury.  And  in  fact,  directing  the  settlement  of 
several  of  those  claims  to  be  made  without  regard  to 
the  terms  of  their  contracts,  and  causing  the  Com 
monwealth  to  make  good  any  neglect,  or  want  of  at- 
tention in  conducting  the  work,  or  any  mistake  of 
calculation  which  the  parties  may  have  made  in  en- 
tering into  such  contract. 

It  also  directs  the  superintendents  of  certain  lines 
to  ascertain  the  retained  per  centage  withheld  from 
other  contractors,  and  directs  the  payment  to  them 
of  the  amount  from  the  Treasury.  I  have  not  been 
furnished  with  the  evidence  of  the  justice  of  these 
claims,  or  with  any  sufficient  reason  to  depart  from 
the  usual  and  accustomed  rule  adopted  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  upon  the  subject. 

It  also  directs  the  Canal  Commissionerst  to  exam- 
ine certain  claims  for  damagese,  alleged  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  certain  individuals,  by  reason  of  the 
construction  of  public  improvements*,  without  furnish- 
ing any  evidence  to  show  that  there  ought  to  be  any 
special  legislation  on  the  subject.     If  they  have  al 
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ready  been  decided,  no  reason  has  been  adduced  to 
me  why  they  should  be  re-examined. 

But  there  are  other  provisions  still  more  objection- 
able. It  provides  for  the  payment  out  of  the  State 
Treasury,  of  a  claim  for  a  boat  and  cargo,  said  to  be 
lost  at  Duncan's  Island,  if  the  loss  were  occasioned 
by  the  negligence  or  inattention  of  the  public  agent 
or  agents;  and  directs  the  Canal  Commissioners  to 
proceed  to  recover  the  same  from  such  negligent  offi- 
cer, by  suit  or  otherwise.  Thus  making  the  Common- 
wealth an  insurer  for  all  persons  transporting  upon 
the  public  works.  It  also  directs  another  drain  upon 
the  Treasury,  for  the  books  and  stationery  of  a  County 
Treasurer,  and  authorizes  an  allowance  from  the  State 
Treasury  to  County  Treasurers!,  in  future,  for  books 
and  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  treasurer  in  question  accepted  his  office,  know- 
ing the  compensation  he  was  to  receive,  and  the  office 
of  County  Treasury,  is  usually  sought  after  with  avid- 
ity, and  the  provision  is  not  necessary  to  ensure  ca- 
pable officers,  or  the  due  performance  of  their  duties. 
The  existing  laws  allow  a  uniform  per  centage  for  all 
moneys  received  for  and  paid  over  to  the  Common- 
wealth, the  allowance  is  a  liberal  one,  and  in  my 
opinion  has  not  been  complained  of  from  any  quar- 
ter. While  we  are  legislating  so  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  public  officers  and  contractors,  and  for  the 
most  part,  on  their  own  ex  parte  statements  or  repre- 
sentatives, it  should  not  be  altogether  lost  sight  of, 
that  this  display  of  liberality  is  made,  not  out  of  our 
own,  but  the  people's  money. 

Every  section  of  the  resolution  contains  some  un- 
usual and  extraordinary  draft  upon  the  treasury,  and 
are  samples  of  that  hasty  inconsiderate  special  legisla- 
tion, which  too  often  characterize  the  close  of  a  pro- 
tracted session.  'As  every  dollar  thus  squandered 
must  eventually  be  paid  by  a  state  tax  to  be  levied 
off  the  avails  of  the  industry,  I  have  determined  that 
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if  the  doors  of  the  State  Treasury  are  to  be  thrown 
open,  my  hands  shall  be  clear  of  it. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
January  9th,  1840. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Union  Canal  Company  and  Dansville  and 
Pottsville  Rail  Road. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  RESOLUTION  ENTITLED  ^^RESOLUTION 
for  the  relief  of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  and 
Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road,'^  was  presented 
to  me  for  approval  on  the  loth  day  of  June  last.  I  have 
considered  the  subject  with  much  attention,  and  an 
anxious  desire  to  act  in  concurrence  with  the  two 
branches  of  the  legislature;  but  the  embarrassed  con- 
dition of  the  finances  of  the  commonwealth,  con- 
strains me  to  return  this  Resolution  without  my  ap- 
probation, to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  to  state,  with  great  brevity  my  reasons 
for  this  course. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  Commonwealth,  as  exhibited  in  my  annual  mes- 
sage transmitted  to  the  legislature  at  this  session,  for 
a  full  view  of  the  condition  of  the  resources  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  Commonwealth.  I  cannot  feel  myself 
justified  in  approving  of  any  measure  that  involves 
the  expenditure  of  so  large  an  amount  of  money  as 
this  resolution  contemplates,  to  with,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  addition  to  our 
annual  expenditures  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  the 
interest  on  the  same.  Without  expressing  any  opinion 
upon  the  utility  and  ultimate  value  of  the  improve- 
ments to  which  this  resolution  refers,  I  may  be  allowed 
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to  state,  that  the  rich  and  extensive  regions  of  coal 
which  would  be  more  fully  developed  and  rendered 
available  by  the  means  of  this  appropriation,  consti- 
tute so  large  a  portion  of  the  great  mineral  resources 
of  the  Commonwealth,  as  to  induce  me  to  indulge  the 
hope,  that  the  day  may  soon  arrive,  when  our  finan- 
cial condition  will  justify  the  undertaking  of  this 
work,  should  it  not  be  completed  by  the  companies 
interested  themselves. 

In  my  inaugural  address,  and  also  in  my  message 
relative  to  the  finances,  transmitted  to  the  legislature 
on  the  26th  day  of  January  last,  I  stated  it  as  my  opin- 
ion, that  it  would  be  impolitic  and  unwise  to  com- 
mence any  new  works  of  improvement,  after  the  com- 
pletion of  those  then  in  progress,  until  the  receipts 
from  the  tolls  upon  those  in  use  amounted  to  enough, 
at  least,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  money  expended 
in  their  construction.  The  occurrences  of  the  past 
year  have  strengthened  this  opinion,  and  satisfied  me 
that  it  will  be  imprudent  to  depart  from  the  policy 
it  inculcates.  The  application  of  this  principle  to  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  to  all  those  of  a 
similar  nature,  leaves  me  no  alternative  but  the  one 
on  which  I  act.  But  suppose  this  resolution  should 
become  a  law,  the  sum  therein  appropriated  to  the 
Union  Canal  Company  would  furnish  but  an  incon- 
siderable part  of  the  amount  necessary  to  complete 
the  undertaking,  and  could  be  expended  in  the  course 
of  the  present  year ;  and  new  demands  would  be  made, 
session  after  session,  fortified  too,  with  the  additional 
argument,  that  the  Commonwealth  having  embarked 
so  largely  in  the  project,  she  must  necessarily  go  on 
and  complete  it — for  I  cannot  discover  that  the  com- 
pany contemplate  putting  their  own  shoulders  to  the 
wheel. 

It  isproperalso  to  add,  without enteringinto  particular 
details,  that  no  adequate  provision  is  made  in  the  case 
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of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  for  giving  to  the  state, 
either  by  election  or  appointment,  a  proper  share  in 
the  direction  of  the  company.  When  so  large  a  sum 
of  money  as  this  is  appropriated  to  the  aid  of  a  com- 
pany, it  should  not  be  surrendered  to  the  management 
of  directors  over  whom  the  public  has  no  control. 
What  assurance  has  the  public  that  it  will  be  faith- 
fully applied,  and  what  is  the  remedy  if  it  should  not 
be?  It  seems  to  me  incompatible  with  judicious  leg- 
islation, to  leave  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  such  a  state  of  insecurity.  The  officers  who  are 
made  ex  officio  directors  of  this  company  by  existing 
laws,  are  precluded  by  their  other  official  engagements 
from  attending  on  their  duties  as  such,  and  were  more- 
over designated  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, where  those  interests  were  trifling  in  com- 
parison with  the  amount  to  which  they  are  augmented 
by  this  resolution. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
January  9th,  1840. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  an  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE 
the  establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lu- 
natic Asylum,"  is  herewith  returned  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  without  the 
Executive  approbation.  I  proceed  to  state  briefly,  the 
reasons  that  induced  me  to  adopt  this  course.  Upon 
referring  to  the  annual  message  transmitted  to  both 
Houses,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  you 
will  find  a  full  and  completely  detailed  statement  of 


David  Rittenhotise  Porter.  667 

the  fiscal  condition  of  the  Commonwealth,  from  which 
it  will  be  abvious  to  all,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  the  most  rigid  economy  is  called  for,  by 
every  consideration  of  prudence  and  sound  policy. 
The  demands  on  the  Treasury  so  much  exceed  the  re- 
ceipts of  that  department,  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  will  increase  our  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments to  a  great  degree,  than  I  can  perceive  any  ade- 
quate reason  to  justify.  No  friend  of  this  measure 
can  deplore  more  deeply  than  I  do,  the  stern  Injunc- 
toin  of  duty,  by  which  I  am  governed.  The  object  for 
which  this  bill  provide,  is  one,  that  appeal  directly, 
to  all  the  best  feelings  and  charities  of  the  human 
heart.  It  makes  that  appeal,  under  the  solemn  sanc- 
tions of  official  duty,  social  obligations,  and  Christian 
philanthropy:  I  feel  its  force,  I  acknowledge  its  jus- 
tice, and  gladly — most  gladly — would  I  yield  to  its 
virtuous  sympathies.  I  feel  relieved,  however,  from 
much  of  the  painful  responsibility  of  my  duty,  by 
the  reflection  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  will,  at 
all  times,  extend,  to  that  afflicted  and  unfortunate  por- 
tion of  our  race,  for  whom  this  bounty  was  intended, 
every  aid  and  comfort,  that  kindness,  benevolence  and 
generosity,  can  afford;  and  that  should  it  be  deemed 
inexpedient,  to  authorize  the  several  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  contribute  their  portion  of  the  sum 
needed  to  establish  a  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  common- 
wealth itself  may,  at  no  very  distant  day,  be  so  far  ex- 
tricated from  her  present  embarrassments,  as  to  be 
able,  without  inconvenience,  to  accomplish  the  laud- 
able undertaking  which  is  now  unavoidably  post- 
poned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
January  9th,  1840. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  to  Secure  and 
Maintain  the  Uninterrupted  Navigation  of  the  Del- 
aware River  and  Bay,  During  the  Winter  Months, 
by  Means  of  Steam,  Ice  and  Tow  Boats." 

Gentlemen: 

IRETUKN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  Resolution  en- 
titled "Resolution  to  secure  and  maintain  the  un« 
interrupted  navigation  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay, 
during  the  winter  months,  by  means  of  steam,  ice  and 
tow  boats,"  without  the  Executive  approbation,  to- 
gether with  my  reasons  for  pursuing  this  course.  My 
objection  to  this  resolution,  is  founded  exclusively  on 
the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  annual  message  trans- 
mitted to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  for  a  full  exposition  of  the 
condition  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth.  While 
our  expenditures  so  greatly  exceed  our  income  as  they 
do  at  the  present  time,  I  cannot  find  a  justification 
for  increasing  those  expenditures  by  the  appropria- 
tion contained  in  this  resolution,  even  in  the  acknow- 
ledged utility  of  the  object  designated  to  be  promoted. 

Rigid  economy  alone  will  extricate  the  Common- 
wealth from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  by  which  it  is 
surrounded.  I  am  therefore  constrained,  by  an  im- 
perative sense  of  duty,  to  arrest,  so  far  as  depends  on 
me,  the  passage  of  this  Bill. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

January  9th,  1840. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  relative  to 
Copying  the  Index  to  Patents  in  the  Land  Office 
and  for  Other  Purposes. 

Gentlemen : 

A  JOINT  EESOLUTION  ^'EELATIVE  TO  COPY- 
ing  the  index  to  patents  in  the  land  office,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  was  presented  to  me  for 
the  Executive  approbation  on  the  25th  day  of  June 
last  and  not  approving  the  same,  I  herewith  return 
it  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  with  my  objections. 

The  resolution  embraces  various  subjects.  1st.  It 
authorizes  the  secretary  of  the  land  office  to  copy  the 
general  index  for  the  patents  in  his  office,  and  directs 
that  he  shall  be  allowed  therefor  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

That  officer  informs  me  that  he  has  not  desired  the 
proposed  enactment,  nor  does  he  deem  it  necessary. — 
Again,  if  the  proposed  copying  were  necessary,  it 
would  only  require  the  employment  of  a  clerk  for  the 
purpose,  and  would  confer  scarcely  any  additional 
duty  on  the  officer :  yet  the  resolution  proposes  to  pay 
him,  who  now  receives  a  stated  salary,  an  additional 
compensation,  which  would  not  be  craved  and  is  not 
asked  by  him.  2d.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  prepare  certain  tables  from  returns 
made  pursuant  to  the  resolution  passed  16th  April, 
1838,  and  to  cause  the  same  number  of  tables  to  be 
published  by  the  printers  of  the  journals  of  the  re- 
spective Houses,  as  are  printed  of  the  journals  in 
German  and  English,  and  to  be  delivered  in  the  man- 
ner the  journals  are. 

3d.  It  directs  an  unlimited  draft  on  the  Treasurer, 
for  continuing  the  publication  of  the  colonial  records, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for 
the  subject.  It  is  believed  that,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  public  Treasury,  it  would  not  be 
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advisable  to  incur  an  increased  expense  for  the  pro- 
posed publication,  which  has  already  extended  con- 
siderably beyond  what  was  originally  contemplated — 
and  that  no  paramount  considerations,  arising  from 
the  importance  of  the  work  in  question,  would  justify 
a  departure  from  the  strict  economy  now  absolutely 
necessary  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Government. 

4th.  It  directs  the  re-print,  by  the  printer  of  the 
German  debates  of  the  convention,  of  the  4th  volume 
of  those  debates,  which  was  principally  destroyed  by 
fire.  It  is  true,  that  the  loss  of  the  volume  in  ques- 
tion will  render  the  work  incomplete,  but  that  defect 
can  be  better  remedied  when  the  situation  of  the 
finances  will  better  justify  the  expenditure. 

5th.  It  directs  the  payment  of  |500  to  Jacob  Eyster, 
late  first  clerk  in  the  land  office,  as  extra  allowance 
for  his  services. 

It  is  a  serious  objection  to  all  expenditures,  except 
such  as  are  indispensable,  that  the  public  finances  are 
in  an  exceedingly  embarrassed  condition,  and  every 
dollar  which  the  Commonwealth  can  raise,  by  reve- 
nue or  by  loan,  is  required  to  meet  engagements  al- 
ready contracted. 

6th.  It  authorizes  the  Commissioners  of  York  county 
to  borrow,  for  the  use  of  the  county,  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 125,000.^ 

7th.  It  appropriates  the  sum  of  |300,  to  make  up 
for  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  paying  contingent  ex- 
penses in  the  land  office,  if  necessary.  These  two  pro- 
visions are  not  in  themselves  objectionable,  and  if 
they  stood  alone,  would  meet  my  approbation. 

I  think  that  the  passage  of  this  act,  making  such 
draws  upon  the  Treasury,  and  giving  employment  to 
certain  printers,  in  publishing  matter  not  called  for  by 
the  people,  can  only  be  attributed  to  that  hasty  legis- 
lation which  too  often  characterizes  the  close  of  a 
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long,  arduous  and  fatiguing  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

January  9th,  1840. 


To   the  Senate   Nominating   Certain   President  and 

Associate  Judges. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  January  9,  1840. 
Gentlemen : 

COMMISSIONS  HAVE  BEEN  GRANTED  DUR- 
ing  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  the  following  per- 
sons for  the  offices  respectively  annexed  to 
their  names ;  I  now  nominate  them  to  the  same,  viz : 

Benjamin  Patton,  Jr.,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  5th  judicial  district  or 
circuit,  composed  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  in  the 
room  of  T.  B.  Dallas,  resigned. 

James  M.  Porter,  to  be  Pres'ident  Judge  of  the  12th 
judicial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dauphin, 
Lebanon  and  Schuylkill,  in  the  room  of  Calvin  Blythe, 
Esqr.,  resigned. 

Benjamin  Champneys,  to  be  President  Judge  of 
the  2nd  judicial  district,  composed  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  room  of  Oristus  Collins,  Esqr.,  re- 
moved. 

John  Montgomery,  to  be  an  associate  judge  for 
Northumberland  county,  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Gear- 
hart,  Esqr.,  resigned. 

John  Calhoun,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
county  of  Armstrong,  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Rankin, 
deceased. 
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John  C.  Bucher,  as  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of 
Dauphin  county,  in  the  room  of  Ihnis  Greene,  Esqr., 
deceased. 

George  Crawford,  and  John  Fleming,  to  be  Asso- 
ciate Judges  for  Clinton  county,  organized  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Loan  for  the  Use 

of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

BY  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  ACT  APPROVED 
the  23d  ult.,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a 
loan/'  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  negotiate 
a  permanent  loan  for  the  sum  of  |870,000.     He  is  also 
authorized  to  negotiate  a  temporary  loan  for  the  same 
sum,  in  anticipation  of  the  said  permanent  loan. 

As  |G00,000  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed 
is  required  to  supply  a  deficit  in  the  internal  improve- 
ment fund,  for  the  payment  of  interest  this  day  due,  I 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  imme- 
diately upon  the  approval  of  the  said  act  on  the  23d 
ultimo),  to  write  to  the  banks  of  the  city  and  districts 
of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Harrisburg  Bank,  inquiring 
of  each  of  them,  whether  they  would  agree  to  make 
a  permanent  or  temporary  loan  to  the  commonwealth 
of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof, 
upon  the  terms  specified  in  the  said  act,  the  same  to 
be  placed  to  her  credit  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  this  day. 

Answers  have  been  received  from  all  the  banks. 
The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  proposes  to  lend  on  tem- 
porary loan  1100,000;  some  of  the  others  offer  to  take 
proportional  parts  on  certain  contingencies,  and  sev 
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eral  others  appear  to  manifest  a  desire  to  meet  the 
emergencies,  but  have  not  the  ability.  Copies  of  the 
correspondence  upon  this  subject  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  not  having  the  means  so  to 
do,  the  interest  this  day  due  by  the  commonwealth  to 
her  loan  creditors  is  unpaid,  a  circumstance  which  the 
Executive,  anxious  as  he  has  been  for  maintaining 
unsullied  the  credit  and  faith  of  the  commonwealth, 
has  been  unable  to  avert.  I  cannot  too  often,  or  too 
impressively  urge  upon  the  legislature  the  paramount 
duty  of  maintaining  at  all  hazard  the  public  faith  and 
credit.  Whilst  urging  upon  them,  the  adoption  of 
such  wise  and  judicious  enactments  as  may  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  an  event  rendered  inevitable,  from 
the  revulsion  growing  out  of  the  unnatural  and  ex- 
hausted system  of  credit  with  which  our  business  com- 
munity has  been  inflated,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend, 
as  the  best  alternative  which  now  presents  itself  forth- 
with of  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
state  stock  for  the  interust  falling  due  this  day,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  holders  of  the  stock  for  the  amount 
due  them  respectively,  as  an  earnest  of  our  determina- 
tion to  make  provision,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  legis- 
lation can  be  had,  to  meet  the  exigency  and  redeem 
the  credit  of  the  commonwealth. 

I  trust,  I  may  be  excused  in  this  communication  for 
saying  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  legis- 
lature, that  whilst  they  owe  a  duty  to  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  their  immediate  constituents,  there  is  a 
paramount  duty  to  the  commonwealth  at  large,  to 
maintain  its  credit,  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  to 
prevent  its  character  for  good  faith  from  being  un- 
sullied. No  man,  were  he  concerned  alone  as  an  in- 
dividual, would  go  further  to  fix  an  early  day  for  the 
resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks  than  I 
would,  if  by  so  doing  the  desirable  result  would  be 
43— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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produced.  But  placed  as  I  am,  as  the  Executive  of 
the  Commonwealth,  to  preside  over  her  interests,  I 
feel  bound  to  say,  regardless  of  any  denunciations 
which  may  be  poured  forth  from  any  quarter,  that  I 
believe  too  rigorous  a  system  of  measures  be  adopted 
to  coerce  the  payment  of  the  liabilities  of  the  banks, 
immediately,  the  credit  of  the  state  must  and  will  be 
seriously  and  disastrously  affected.  Let  an  assurance 
be  given  to  the  public  that  at  a  certain  and  fixed  day, 
within  a  reasonable  time,  such  resumption  will  take 
place,  and  that  it  will  then  be  permanent.  Let  them 
understand  that  this  indulgence  to  their  debtors,  the 
banks,  is  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  exist- 
ing pressure  and  the  cumbrous  public  debt  with  which 
the  state  is  loaded,  and  no  one  can  doubt,  but  that, 
in  a  spirit  of  patriotic  liberality,  they  will  waive  the 
immediate  exercise  of  a  positive  right,  for  the  more 
certain  and  ultimate  accomplishment  of  what  we  all 
so  much  desire.  I  refer  to  the  message  communicated 
to  you  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
for  my  views  in  detail;  and  aware  of  the  responsi- 
bility I  have  assumed,  I  leave  the  subject  to  the  calm 
and  reflecting  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

When  1  took  upon  me  the  duties  of  the  station  as- 
signed me,  I  assumed  all  its  responsibilities  also ;  and 
having  never  shrunk  from  the  performance  of  any 
duty,  I  have  felt  myself  imperatively  called  upon  to 
make  this  communication  to  you,  in  the  fullest  con- 
fidence and  belief,  that  the  patriotism  and  good  sense 
of  our  common  constituents  will  bear  us  out,  in  our 
honest  and  anxious  endeavors,  to  extricate  the  state 
from  the  financial  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  en- 
countered on  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  our  public 
duties. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

February  1st,  1840. 
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Further  to  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Loan  for  the 
Use   of  the   Commonwealth. 


Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  January  25,  1840. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  TO  COMMUNICATE  TO  THE  LEGISLA 
ture,  that  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  23d 
January  last,  has  been  taken  as  follows:  |100,000 
by  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  Pennsylvania;  |1 00,000  by  the  Girard  bank:  and 
the  balance  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  by 
reason  of  which  the  commonwealth  is  now  able  to 
pay  off  and  discharge  |650,000  of  the  interest  which 
fell  due  on  the  1st  instant,  upon  her  loans. 

The  amount  provided  for  by  the  legislature  for  the 
payment  of  interest  in  the  said  act  of  the  23d  Janu- 
ary last,  was  evidently  fixed  by  the  report  of  the  State 
Treasurer  on  the  subject  of  finances,  of  9th  January. 

From  the  statement  now  furnished  by  that  officer, 
it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  interest  due  on 

the  1st  inst.,  was |718,610  78 

Deduct  the  appropriation 

of  the  23d  January,   .  .    |650,000  00 
Paid  from  treasury,    ....        27,750  00 

677,750  00 


,860  78 


Thus  there  is  a  balance  of  |40,860.78;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  immediate  provision  should  be  made 
by  the  legislature. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  further  ac- 
tion  of  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  joint 
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resolution  recordmended  in  my  message  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, is  now  unnecessary. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
February  5,  1840. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Robert  C.   Greer  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Allegheny. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  9th,  1840. 

1   NOMINATE  ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  TO  BE  PRESI 
dent  Judge  of  the  District  'Court  of  the  County 
of  Allegheny,  to  take  effect  on  the  8th  day  of 
April,  next,  at  which  time  his  present  commission  ex- 
pires. 

I  also  nominate  George  W.  Barton,  Robert  T.  Con- 
rad, and  Joseph  M.  Doran,  to  be  judges  of  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions,  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  said  George  W.  Barton,  to  be  President 
of  the  said  Court. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Certain  Associate  Judges 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  9,  1840. 

I    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING   NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon   Pleas,    of  the    Counties    annexed    to    their 
name,  viz: 

Charles  McDowell,  Bedford  county,  in  the  room  of 
Joseph  S.  Morrison. 
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George  Hess,  Northampton  county. 

John  Mltcheltree,  Mercer  county,  in  the  room  of  Al- 
exander Brown. 

James  Bovard  and  John  Duffy,  Butler  county,  the 
latter  in  the  room  of  John  Parker. 

Thomas  Baird  and  Robert  Mitchell,  Venango  coun- 
tv,  the  former  in  the  room  of  Richard  Irwin,  and  the 
latter  in  the  room  of  Thomas  McKee. 

John  Brawley,  Erie  county,  in  the  room  of  John 
Vincent. 

Samuel  Hill,  Washington  county,  in  the  room  of 
Bovd  Mercer. 

Philip  Noon,  Cambria  county,  in  the  room  of  Rich- 
ard Lewis. 

James  Gwin,  Huntingdon  county,  in  the  room  of 
John  Kerr. 

Strange  N.  Palmer  and  Henry  Voute,  Schuylkill 
county;  the  former  in  the  room  of  George  Raush,  and 
the  latter  in  the  room  of  Samuel  D.  Leib. 

Jonah  Brewster,  Tioga  county,  in  the  room  of  Ira 
Kilburn. 

William  Porter,  Allegheny  county,  in  the  room  of 
Hugh  Davis. 

John  Laporte,  Bradford  county,  in  the  room  of  John 
McKean. 

Samuel  C.  Bonham,  York  county,  in  the  room  of 
George  Barnitz. 

Jabez  Hyde,  Susquehanna  county,  in  the  room  of 
Davisi  Dimmock. 

George  Schnabel,  Union  county,  in  the  room  of  Hugh 
Wilson. 

John  Montgomery,  Northumberland  county. 

Oliver  S.  Dimmock,  Pike  county,  in  the  room  of 
Daniel  W.  Dingman. 

W^illiam  Donaldson  and  George  Mack,  Columbia 
county;  the  former  in  the  room  of  William  Montgom- 
ery, and  the  latter  in  the  room  of  Leonard  Rupert. 


678  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Peter  Haas,  Lehigh  county,  in  the  room  of  John  F. 
Rhue,  Jr. 

Moses  Tyler,  Wayne  county,  in  the  room  of  Moses 
Thomas. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Alexander  L.  Hayes  to 
be  President  of  the  District  Court  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Lancaster. 

Gentlemen: 
T  NOMINATE  ALEXANDER  L.  HAYES,  OF  THE 
j[     city  of  Lancaster,    as    President  of  the  District 
Court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Lancaster,  to  take 
effect  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1840. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  March  27,  1840. 


To   the  Assembly  Transmitting  Documents  in   the 

Nicholson-Baynton  Case. 

Harrisburg,  April  2,  1840. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  relating  to  the 
claims  of  the  Commonwealth  against  the  estates 
of  John  Nicholson  and  Peter  Baynton,  passed  July 
2d,  1839,  a  report  upon  the  claim  against  the  estate 
of  Peter  Baynton,  and  relative  to  the  bonds  of  pur- 
chasers of  Nicholson's  lands,  and  to  lands  of  Nichol- 
son bought  by  the  state  commissioners  for  the  Com- 
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monwealth ;  copies  of  which  are  herewith  transmitted 
to  the  General  Assembly. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  M.  Snowden  to  be 
Associate  Judge  of  Allegheny  County. 


I 


Gentlemen: 
NOMINATE   JOHN  M.  SNOWDEN    AS    ASSO- 
ciate  Judge  of  Allegheny  County,  in  the  room  of 
William  Hays,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  14th,  1840. 


To  the  Senate,  Nominating  Joseph  B.  Anthony  to  be 
Judge  of  the  "Nicholson  Court  of  Pleas  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania." 

1   HEREBY  NOMINATE  JOSEPH  B.  ANTHONY, 
Judge  of  '^the  Nicholson  court  of  pleas  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,'^  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  entitled  "an  act  to  settle  the  estates  of  John 
Nicholson  and  Peter  Baynton,  passed  the  16th  of  April, 
1840. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  16th,  1840. 


A  Message  Convening  the  Assembly  in  Extra  Ses- 
sion for  the  Consideration  of  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

WHEREAS,    THE     CONSTITUTION    OF    THIS 
Commonwealth  confers  upon  the  Governor  the 
the  power  of  convening  the  General  Assembly, 
on  extraordinary  occasions.    And  wheres,  no  provi- 
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sion  has  been  made  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest now  due  and  falling  due  on  the  state  debt,  be- 
tween the  present  time  and  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Legislature,  and  for  the  repair  and  current  expenses 
of  the  canals  and  rail  roads  of  the  Commonwealth, 
nor  for  the  prosecution  of  the  public  works,  now  under 
contract  and  in  a  state  of  approaching  completion,  and 
in  the  construction  of  which  our  enormous  S'tate  debt 
was  mainly  contracted,  must  in  a  great  measure,  if 
not  altogether,  cease  to  be  fit  for  use,  whereby  not  only 
will  the  public  suffer  great  loss  and  inconvenience,  but 
the  character  of  our  improvements  itself  for  stability 
and  usefulness,  will  receive  a  heavy  blow  from  which 
it  will  not  soon  recover,  and  the  revenue  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, already  so  lamentably  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demands  upon  it,  will  be  rendered  little  short  of 
three-fourths  of  a  million  of  dollars  within  the  ensu- 
ing year;  and  the  public  works,  now  in  a  state  of 
approaching  completion,  in  the  undertaking  of  which 
the  Commonwealth  has  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
already  invested,  must  remain  idle  and  useless,  to  the 
serious  diminution  of  the  public  revenue,  and  to  the 
detriment  of  those  sections  of  the  Commonwealth,  es- 
pecially, through  which  they  pass.  And  whereas,  by 
the  act  passed  the  3rd  day  of  April,  1840,  entitled  "Res- 
olution providing  for  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  sum 
of  three  millions  of  dollars  is  provided  for  the  purposes 
herein  mentioned,  in  case  the  Legislature  enacts  the 
appropriate  laws,  applying  it  to  the  same.  And  where- 
as, one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  giving  to  the  banks, 
so  great  an  extension  of  their  present  suspension  of 
specie  payments,  as  until  the  15th  of  January,  1841, 
was  to  obtain  this  fund  of  three  millions  of  dollars, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Commonwealth  from  the  financial 
embarrassments  bv  which  she  is  at  this  time  beset: 
And  whereas,  a  failure  to  provide  for  applying  the 
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same  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designated,  is 
an  entire  surrender  of  this  important  advantage  se- 
cured to  the  public  by  that  law,  and  is  a  total  release 
of  the  banks,  from  an  essential  part  of  the  considera- 
tion, on  which  the  indulgence  they  are  enjoying,  was 
granted,  which  appears  to  me,  to  be  a  course  of  policy 
neither  wise  nor  just.^ 

And  whereas,  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  her  vast  resources,  and  her  magnificent  system 
of  public  improvements,  owes  it  to  her  own  character 
for  steadfastness,  strict  observance  of  engagements, 
and  a  high  sense  of  state  pride  and  public  faith,  to 
pay  with  punctuality  the  interest  becoming  due  on  the 
public  debt — the  respective  debts  due  to  those  who  have 
laboured  to  construct  and  keep  her  public  improve- 
ments in  repair — and  to  exert  all  her  energies  to  con- 
tinue those  improvements  in  a  fit  condition  to  trans- 
port upon  them,  whatever  products  her  own  citizens 
and  those  of  neighboring  states,  may  have  created  or 
purchased  on  the  faith,  and  with  the  expectation  and 
assurance,  that  these  improvements  were  to  be  and 
remain  their  highway  to  and  from  market.  And  where- 
as, should  there  be  no  remedial  legislation  in  the  pres- 
ent emergency,  the  confidence  of  the  world  in  the  en- 
gagements, and  legislative  constancy  of  this  great 
Commonwealth  -  must  be  deeply  shaken,  if  not  ulti- 
mately lost.  Therefore,  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  solemn 
and  imperative  duty,  to  convene  the  General  Assembly 
again  on  this  extraordinary  occasion,  to  hold  a  session, 
ON  THE  SEVENTEENTH  DAY  OF  THE  PRESENT 
MONTH.  \ 

I  have  chosen  this  early  period,  before  the  members 
had  dispersed  and  returned  to  their  homes,  to  relieve 
them  from  the  trouble  of  returning  at  a  more  incon- 
venient season,  to  save  the  Commonwealth  from  the 
large  amount  of  expenses  which  she  would  necessarily 
incur  in  the  recalling  of  the  members  from  their  sev- 
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eral  remote  places  of  abode,  and  to  secure  the  most 
speedy  action  of  the  legislature  on  the  subjects  above 
referred  to,  that  is  practicable,  because  they  are  of  a 
nature  too  pressing  and  important  to  admit  of  much 
delay.  It  is  a  matter'  of  unfeigned  regret  to  me,  to 
be  obliged  to  arrest  the  return  of  the  members  to 
their  families  and  homes,  but  the  injunctions  of  duty, 
are  too  stern  and  unyielding  to  be  disregarded:  I 
obey  them  with  readiness,  and  shall  trust  to  the  en- 
lightened wisdom  of  the  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  of  our  common  jconstituents — the  people — 
to  sanction  the  act,  and  to  render  it  instrumental  in 
promoting  the  public  good,  and  in  saving  from  im- 
pending reproach,  the  faith  and  honor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

In  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  the  defi- 
ciency within  the  next  nine  months 

will  not  be  less  than, |800,000 

For  the  repairs  made  by  the  present  of- 
ficers, on  the  several  lines  of  canal 
and  railroad,  there  is  yet  due  and  un- 
paid, at  least, 300,000 

For  repairs  to  be  made  during  the  pres- 
ent year  it  will  require  (exclusive  of 

the  Franklin  line),  at  least, 400,000 

There  is  due  also  for  ropes,  locomotives, 

&c.,     75,000 

Also  for  locks  on  Eastern  Division,  .  . .  7,402 

Also  (over  and  above  appropriations), 

to  contractors  on  the  Erie  extension,  204,000 

On  North  Branch,   165,000 

On  Wisconisco,    2,000 

On    Sinnemahoning,    34,124 

Gettysburg  rail  road,   145,307 

Allegheny  Feeder, 1,100 

Inclined  plane  at  Columbia, 60,000 
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For  new  work  on  finished  lines,  pay  of 

engineers,  canal  commissioners,  &c., .  50,000 

For  damages, 30,000 


This  large  amount  is  now  due,  or  will  become  due 
before  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature,  or  imme- 
diately thereafter;  and  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to 
postpone  the  providing  of  funds  to  meet  it,  with  any 
proper  regard  to  the  contracts  and  faith  of  the  state: 
and  under  this  view  of  the  subject  it  seems  to  me  there 
cannot  be  two  opinions,  upon  the  course  that  ought  to 
be  adopted  among  honest  men.  This  whole  subject 
I  have  taken  occasion  to  bring  before  you,  in  my  for- 
mer messages: — ample  time  for  reflection  and  investi- 
gation have  been  given,  and  under  the  dictates  of  a 
true  spirit  of  conciliation  and  forbearance,  it  appears 
to  me  you  cannot  consume  upon  its  consideration, 
much  more  than  a  single  day  of  your  time. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  16,  1840. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  FELT  IT  TO  BE  MY  IMPERATIVE  DUTY 
to  convene  you,  on  the  extraordinary  occasion  re- 
ferred to  in  the  proclamation,  under  which  you 
assemble.  The  facts  and  the  reasons  on  which  I  have 
acted,  are  sufficiently  detailed  in  that  document,  to 
render  a  repetition  unnecessary.  I  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention  to  them  as  therein  setjt'orth.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  exhibited  in  the 
proclamation,  I  will  now  add  what  I  did  not  thtn  ad- 
vert to,  that  no  provision  whatever,  is  made  for  the 
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current  expenses  of  government.     It  is  left  without 
means  to  carry  on  its  ordinary  operations. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  the  several  reforms 
and  modifications  suggested  and  recommended  in  my 
annual  message,  in  our  present  banking  system,  have 
thus  far,  not  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  I  think  it  my  duty  again  to  inform  you,  that 
my  views  on  that  subject,  are  not  only  unchanged,  but 
strengthened  by  subsequent  reflection  and  experience. 

I  believe  it  has  never  happened  in  the  history  of  this 
Commonwealth,  that  a  legislature  had  adjourned, 
without  making  some  provision  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  government.  I  trust  this  legislature  is 
not  about  to  set  the  example.  The  disastrous  conse- 
quences that  may  ensue,  it  is  impossible  to  foretell;  and 
it  may  require  years  of  legislation  and  large  expendi- 
tures of  money  hereafter,  to  repair  the  evils  it  will 
produce.  In  view  of  these  contingencies,  I  am  sure 
the  members  of  the  legislature,  can  need  no  admoni- 
tions to  point  out  and  to  enforce  the  duty  they  owe  to 
the  public  and  to  themselves. 

With  great  deference  to  the  legislature,  but  with 
sincere  earnestness,  I  must  urge  on  you,  the  adoption 
of  some  legislative  action,  to  obviate  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  set  forth  in  my  proclamation,  and 
should  any  circumstances  occur,  to  prevent  the  speedy 
action  of  the  legislature  on  this  subject,  by  which  the 
public  may  suffer  loss  or  inconvenience,  I  shall  feel 
conscious  that  no  fault  can  be  justly  attributed  to  the 
Executive. 

DAVID  K.*  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  17,  1840. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Harrisbtirg  Insurance  Company  involving  the  con- 
cealing of  certain  frauds  in  repairing  the  Juniata 
Canal. 
Gentlemen :     . 

1KEGEET  THAT  I  AM  CONSTRAINED  BY  AN 
imperative  sense  of  duty,  to  return  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  bill,  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Harrisburg  Insurance  Company,"  without  my  sanc- 
tion. 1  do  not  perceive  anything  objectionable  in  this 
bill,  except  the  15th  section,  which  provides  for  the 
repayment  of  the  money  obtained  to  repair  Ihe  breach 
of  the  Juniata  canal,  in  the  summer  of  1838.  Should 
this  bill  become  a  law,  it  forever  terminates  all  fur- 
ther investigation  into  the  frauds  practised  upon  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  prosecution  of  that  work.  They 
are  too  great  and  too  numerous  to  be  passed  over  in 
silence.  The  report  of  the  Auditor  General  on  the 
subject,  made  to  the  legislature  during  its  present  ses- 
sion, sets  forth  the  following  summary  of  what  was 
clearly  proven  by  the  various  witnesses  examined  by 
him,  touching  this  matter,  to  wit: 

Because,  Time  is  charged  for  work  which  was  not 
performed. 

Because,  Teams  are  charged  in  the  names  of  persons 
who  had  no  teams  on  the  work,  and  in  some  instances 
the  amount  of  which  is  receipted,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  the  person  in  whose  name  the  ac- 
count was  kept. 

Because,  Teams  were  charged  at  full  and  high  prices, 
and  the  drivers'  time  charged  in  a  separate  account. 

Because,  Foremen  were  partners  in  teams,  one  keep- 
ing time  principally  by  bill,  the  other  by  check-roll, 
oftentimes  not  in  the  owner's  name. 

Because,  Public  teams  and  hands  were  freely  de- 
voted to  the  use  of  private  individuals  and  political 
partizans,  their  time  being  continued  on  the  check- 
roll. 


686  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

Because,  A  large  amount  of  money  is  charged  for 
getting  on  hands — while  others  were  discharged  for 
opinions'  sake. 

Because,  Imi)roper  time  was  added  to  the  check- 
rolls,  at  the  will  of  those  having  charge  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  bringing  hands  from  a  distance,  and  a 
large  amount  retained  by  bill  for  the  same  thing,  ren- 
dering it  impossible  to  ascertain  what  amount  has 
been  charged  for  this  item,  or  what  number  of  days 
work  ought  to  be  deducted. 

Because,  Time  is  continued  for  hands  and  teams 
after  they  had  left  the  work. 

Because,  Articles  never  purchased  for,  or  used  on 
the  work,  are  charged  in  the  accounts. 

Because,  Many  persons  were  induced  to  receipt  for 
money,  which  they  never  received,  and  to  which  they 
had  no  claims. 

Because,  Bribery  was  attempted  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  the  public  funds. 

Because,  Public  property  was  converted  to  private 
use. 

Because,  Lumber  and  other  articles  were  purchased 
to  be  delivered  on  the  line  at  a  given  place,  and  fixed 
price  as  rendered  per  bill,  and  the  contractor  permitted 
to  charge  the  Commonwealth  with  the  daily  i)ay  of 
the  teams  employed  to  deliver  it,  and  at  least  in  one 
instance,  two  dollars  per  day  was  charged  more  than 
the  teamster  received,  notwithstanding  they  were 
principally  paid  out  of  the  contractor's  store. 

Because,  Foremen  and  other  hands  bought  ma- 
terials, provisions  and  tools,  settled  accounts,  sold 
property,  or  converted  it  to  their  own  use,  and  had 
control  of  the  boarding  houses. 

Because,  Horse  feed  is  charged  to  the  Common- 
wealth, in  addition  to  full  pay  for  time. 

Because,  Officers  and  hands  received  pay,  and  had 
expenses  paid  while  travelling  in  different  parts  of  the 
state,  vicinity  of  the  work,  or  in  attending  elections. 
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Because,  Many  persons  were  hired  at  high  prices, 
who  were  neither  foremen,  mechanics,  nor  even  labor- 
ing men. 

Because,  Foremen  and  others,  while  in  the  public 
service,  bought  and  slaughtered  cattle,  using  the  state 
teams  and  hands  for  that  purpose,  and  supplying  the 
line  with  meat  by  the  pound  at  a  high  price. 

Because,  Public  officers  having  sold  public  prop- 
erty, now  refuse  to  render  an  account,  or  even  a  bill 
of  sale. 

Because,  Materials,  provisions,  &c.,  were  not  all 
times  procured  at  as  low  prices  as  they  were  offered  at. 

Because,  Provisions  (at  least  flour),  fell  in  price  after 
the  ''break,-'  while  the  charge  is  continued  at  the 
most  advanced  price  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Because,  One  of  the  supervisors  charges  for  three 
yoke  of  oxen  for  months,  at  |12  per  day,  exclusive  of 
the  driver,  when  it  appears  he  had  but  two  yoke,  for 
weeks  in  succession,  but  one  yoke  of  oxen  on  the  work, 
and  because  |6.25  per  day  is  charged  by  the  same  per- 
son for  a  two  horse  team,  including  the  driver,  which 
team  and  driver  were  employed  in  private  use,  a  great 
part  of  the  time. 

Because.  The  blank  check-rolls  furnished  by  the 
state,  upon  which  accounts  were  kept,  were  mutilated. 
The  heading  and  certificate  below  being  cut  off,  and 
others  attached  by  wafers  or  otherwise,  capable  of 
easy  separation  and  leaving  it  uncertain  how  many 
were  attached,  when  sworn  to,  whether  teams  at  $6, 
or  |8,  were  not  substituted  for  hands  at  ninety-five 
cents  per  day,  or  whether  one  individual  may  not  have 
signed  for  others. 

Because,  A  large  amount  of  whiskey  is  charged  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

Because,  The  disbursing  officer  could  not,  or  would 
not  correct  the  accounts  returned  by  him,  and 

Because,    I  could  not  designate  the  true,  from  the 
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false  Touchers;  or  ascertain  the  amount  "fairly  ex- 
pended'- on  that  breach  as  directed  by  the  resolution. 
1  cannot  close  mv  eves  to  this  extraordinary  state 
of  things,  nor  should  I  faithfully  discharge  my  duty, 
if  I  approved  of  a  law,  which  I  believed  allowed  the 
perpetrators  of  these  frauds  to  escape  without  respon- 
sibility or  punishment.  I  cannot  think  the  legisla- 
ture adverted  to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  at  the  time 
it  passed,  immersed  as  the  members  then  were,  in  the 
hurry  and  bustle  of  the  business  at  the  close  of  the 
session.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  this  money  was 
originally  obtained  without  the  authority  of  law,  and 
in  a  manner  wholly  unknown  to  the  constitution.  It 
was  drawn  from  the  banks  and  paid  out  without  pass- 
ing through  the  treasury,  or  being  accounted  for,  in 
the  manner  always  heretofore  acted  upon  in  this  Com- 
monwealth; and,  if  now  sanctioned  without  enquiry, 
as  it  seems  to  me,  this  bill  would  sanction  it,  it  estab- 
.  lishes  a  precedent  of  the  most  dangerous  nature.  It 
would  afford  a  dishonest  Executive  free  license  to  bor- 
row and  appropriate  money,  in  defiance  of  all  the  laws 
and  constitutional  safe-guards  designed  to  place  the 
treasury  beyond  his  reach.  I  impute  nothing  in  this 
case,  but  the  example  is  one  I  cannot  approve. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  many  dishonest  demands  upon 
the  Commonwealth  on  account  of  the  repairs  of  the 
breach  above  referred,  to,  unpaid.  A  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  money  loaned  by  the  banks,  to  enable  the 
Governor  to  repair  this  breach,  is  due,  and  ought  also 
to  be  paid;  but  it  would  not  be  right  to  absolve  from 
all  liability,  those  who  expended  this  money  in  the  ex- 
traordinary manner,  proven  by  the  witnesses  exam- 
ined bv  the  Auditor  General  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
If  the  legislature  does  not  approve  of  the  mode 
pointed  out,  and  recommended  by  that  officer  of  set- 
tling this  troublesome  business,  I  trust  they  will  adopt 
some  other  method  calculated  to  pay  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  the  banks  and  others  interested,  all  that 
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is  due  to  tlieni,  and  at  the  same  time  let  every  facility 
be  given  to  the  banks  for  rigidly  enforcing  the  account- 
ability of  all  those  into  whose  hands  the  money  can 
be  traced,  together  with  their  sureties.  A  greater  por- 
tion of  the  amount  loaned  by  the  banks,  might  be 
safely  paid  to  them  at  once,  turning  them  over  to  their 
remedy  for  the  balance,  against  those  who  received  the 
money.  This  course  seems  to  me  perfectly  just  and 
equitable.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  clearly  within  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  make  provision  for  the  in- 
stituting of  suits  in  such  manner,  as  to  secure  both  the 
rights  and  the  responsibility  of  all  parties  concerned 
in  this  trans-action. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  May  15th,  1840." 


Further  to  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Jurisdiction 
over  the  United  States  Arsenals  on  the  Schuylkill 
and  at  Frankford. 

G  entlemen : 

UPON  THE  28TH  OF  FEBRUARY,  1839,  I  HAD 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  copies  of  a  communication  and  docu- 
ments received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  vesting  in  the  United  States  jurisdiction  over, 
and  exempting  from  taxation,  the  lots  on  which  the 
United  States  Arsenals  are  erected,  on  the  Schuylkill 
and  at  Frankford,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia.  It 
appears  that  no  definite  action  has  been  had  upon 
these  documents.  The  bill  reported  on  the  20th 
March,  1889,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  remains 
amongst  the  unfinished  business  of  the  session.  The 
application  is  justly  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 

the  Legislature,  and  a  decision  upon  it  is  required  by 
44— Vol.  VI— 4th  Ser. 
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the  relations  subsisting  between  the  State  Government 
and  the  Government  of  the  Union;  hence  I  again  re- 
spectfully invite  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  the  subject. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  June  5,  1840. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  An  Act  to  Incorporate  a 
Bank  to  be  Called  the  Lancaster  County  Loan 
Company. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  BECOMES  MY  DUTY  TO  RETURN  TO  THE 
Senate,  the  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
bank  to  be  called  the  "Lancaster  County  Loan 
Company,"  without  my  sanction,  and  to  state  with 
brevity,  the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  withhold  it. 
This  bill  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  new 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  |500,000,  to  be  located  in  the 
city  of  Lancaster.  It  provides  for  the  payment  of 
fifty  per  centum  of  each  share  subscribed  in  gold  or 
silver,  before  the  charter  is  issued,  and  prescribes,  that 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  the  shares  subscribed  by 
each  person  becoming  a  stockholder,  shall  be  mort- 
gaged by  each  of  such  stockholders  respectively,  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  notes,  liabilities,  &c.,  of 
the  bank.  Trustees  are  designated,  to  whom  these 
mortgages  are  to  be  given,  and  by  whom  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  are  to  be  settled,  in  case  of  a  forfeiture  of 
its  charter.  Several  excellent  and  salutary  restric- 
tions are  imposed  on  the  bank  proposed  to  be  created, 
and  it  seems  as  if  the  security  afforded  to  the  public, 
was  greater  than  that  presented  in  the  banking  system 
hitherto  acted  on  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  manifest, 
however,  at  a  glance,  that  this  bill  proposes  to  com- 
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moiice  a  new  system  of  banking  in  this  commonwealth. 
However  safe  it  might  eventually  prove,  it  is  an  untried 
experiment  here.  Similar  experiments  have  been  at- 
tempted in  other  states',  with  little  success.  But  I 
do  not  propose  to  enquire  how  far  the  same  fate  is 
likely  to  attend  the  measure  in  this  state.  I  express 
no  opinion  on  that  point.  Nor  do  I  intend  to  follow 
out  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  specify  what  might  be 
regarded  as  omissions  and  imperfections,  even  admit- 
ting the  general  principle  of  the  proposed  system  to 
be  corr-ect.  This  would  require  a  more  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  details,  both  of  this  bill  and  of  sim- 
ilar systems  in  those  states  where  they  have  been  es- 
tablished, than  1  have  either  the  time,  or  the  means 
to  give  the  subject  at  the  present  moment.  I  shall, 
therefore,  rest  my  objections  on  grounds  of  a  general 
nature,  that  render  them  at  this  time  imperative  and 
insuperable. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  ''The  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Lancaster,"  "The  Lancaster  Bank,"  The  Co- 
lumbia Bank  and  Bridge  Company,"  the  ^'Branch  of 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,"  having  together  a  capital 
of  about  12,000,000,  and  employing  about  |1,350,000, 
besides  ^10,000  paid  in,  of  the  capital  of  the  'Savings 
Institution.  The  county  of  Lancaster  is  emphatically 
an  agricultural  county.  It  is  celebrated  throughout 
the  whole  Union  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the 
skill,  prudence  and  industry  of  those  who  till  it.  I 
cannot  perceive  any  necessity  for  the  establishment  of 
another  bank,  with  a  capital  of  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  that  countv.  I  cannot  learn,  after  the  most 
careful  inquiry,  that  such  necessity  exists.  A  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  capital  already  incorporated, 
has  never  been  called  in.  The  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Lancaster  have  now  their  full  share  of  banks,  and 
I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  mv  sense  of  dutv,  to  assent  to 
the  creation  of  another. 
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The  time  at  which  it  is  asked,  during  the  suspension 
of  specde  payments,  is  also  unpropitious.  I  could  not 
bring  my  mind  to  the  approval  of  any  bill  incorpor- 
ating a  new  bank,  without  the  most  undeniable  neces- 
sity requiring  it,  at  any  time,  and  more  especially,  at 
a  time  when  the  banks  of  this  Commonwealth,  already 
existing,  fail  to  fulfil  their  engagements  with  the  pub- 
lic, and  survive  onlv  bv  sufferance. 

There  are  in  Pennsylvania,  fifty-two  banks,  with  an 
aggregate  capital  of  |60,000,000,  of  thereabouts.  Un- 
til they  resume  Specie  payments — answer  the  end  for 
which  they  were  established,  and  the  increase  of  busi- 
ness renders  it  apparent,  that  they  are  inadequate  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  community,  I  shall  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  resist  any  additions  to  the  number. 
Should  further  experience,  however,  show,  that  the 
existing  banking  system  is  too  defective  to  be  modi 
fled  and  brought  into  a  state  of  soundness  and  sta- 
bility, it  will  then  become  a  question  of  the  deepest 
moment,  how  it  shall  be  substituted  by  another,  if 
another  be  deemed  advisable.  In  the  mean  time,  while 
the  system  already  established,  remains,  it  appears  to 
me,  to  be  the  duty  of  all  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment to  put  forth  every  possible  effort  to  correct  the 
evils  of  it,  and  perfect  the  system  by  such  modifica- 
tions and  restrictions,  as  experience  and  judicious  re 
flection  point  out  to  be  necessary.  So  far  as  depends 
upon  me,  I  shall  continue  while  entrusted  with  the 
executive  functions,  to  press  the  subject  on  the  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature,  with  all  the  earnestness 
m  my  power,  until  the  great  ends  of  wholesome  bank 
restrictions  and  reform  are  substantiallv  secured. 
The  recommendations  contained  in  mv  annual  mes- 
sage  were  made  upon  the  fullest  consideration,  and  I 
am  more  and  more  persuaded,  that  the  adoption  of 
them  would  exert  a  very  salutary  and  beneficial  influ- 
ence.    And  without  intending  in  the  remotest  degree 
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to  question  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the  legis- 
lature on  the  subject,  I  cannot  allow  the  occasion  to 
pass  by  without  expressing  my  sincere  regret,  though 
in  terms  of  the  most  perfect  respect,  that  they  have 
not  thought  proper,  or  found  it  convenient  to  adopt 
those  recommendations  on  this  subject. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  obstacles  to  be  encountered 
in  carrying  those  measures  into  effect.  I  know  the 
difficulty  of  changing  and  modifying  the  fundamental 
rules  and  regulations  of  so  many,  and  such  powerful 
banking  institutions  as  we  have  in  this  Common- 
wealth, is  great.  I  know  that  habit,  long  settled;  a 
reluctance  to  change  what  is  supposed  to  be  well  un- 
derstood, and  a  belief  that  the  evils  complained  of, 
will  soon  cure  themselves,  all  conspire  to  augment  the 
difficulty  and  retard  the  progress  of  reform.  These 
difficulties  will,  I  trust,  soon  yield  to  the  influence  of 
reason  and  experience;  but  should  they  prove  power- 
ful enough  to  prevent  the  passage  of  laws  making 
the  essential  and  thorough  reform  called  for  in  the 
charters  of  all  the  banks  collectively,  there  is  still  a 
slow,  but  a  sure  method  left  of  attaining  the  same 
desirable  result. 

The  charters  of  the  several  banks  in  this  common- 
wealth, expire  at  ditf erent  periods  between  the  present 
time  and  the  year  1866.  Within  ten  years  the  charters 
of  twenty-nine  expire,  and  the  remaining  twenty-two 
at  difterent  times  between  that  and  1866.  It  seems  to 
me,  that  if  all  the  banks  in  the  commonwealth,  cannot 
be  readily  brought  under  the  efficient  and  thorough  in- 
fluence of  reform  at  once,  the  right  course  is  to  regu- 
late, restrict  and  control  them,  as  effectually  as  we 
can  in  the  aggregate,  and  as  new  applications  for 
the  renewal  of  their  charters,  or  for  the  establishment 
of  additional  banks  occur,  to  grant  those  applications 
only  on  such  terms  as  will  fully  secure  the  safety  of 
the  institutions  renewed  or  created,  and  the  rights  of 
the  community. 
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Let  this  determination  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  and 
in  a  few  years  we  shall  accomplish  all  that  is  found 
impracticable  at  once.  A  new  system,  sounder  and 
better  than  the  old  one,  Avill  gradually  take  its  place, 
and,  as  I  believe,  will  in  a  few  years  compel  all  the 
banks  of  which  the  charters  expire  at  the  most  remote 
periods,  to  solicit  the  same  modification  of  their  char- 
ters, before  they  expire,  or  be  destroyed  in  the  estima- 
tion and  confidence  of  the  public. 

The  character  of  banks,  like  that  of  individuals  in 
business,  is  the  very  life  blood  of  their  usefulness  and 
power.  Not  only  must  their  character  for  integrity 
and  solvency  of  condition,  be  untarnished  and  unsus- 
pected in  itself,  but  it  must  stand  the  test  successfully 
in  comparison  with  that  of  others.  If  it  does  not,  the 
bank  of  the  individual  is  destined  to  a  speedy  down- 
fall. The  operation  of  this  principle  requires  little 
illustration.  In  the  case  of  the  banks  it  is  obvious, 
that  those  banks  established  on  the  safe  and  sound 
basis  of  reform,  will  deserve  and  enjoy  the  highest 
confidence  of  the  public.  They  will  soon  draw  from 
the  others  their  deposits  and  business,  and  thus  pave 
the  way  for  their  ultimate  prostration,  unless  they  pre- 
sent to  the  public  the  same  security  of  organization. 
I  cannot  therefore,  hesitate  in  believing,  that  what- 
ever resistance  is  offered  to  the  progress  of  reform, 
as  a  general  measure  of  legislation  affecting  all  the 
banks  in  this  commonwealth,  immediately,  the  com- 
plete triumph  of  those  who  advocate  it,  is  neither  very 
distant,  nor  in  the  least  degree  doubtful.  It  is  only 
for  the  legislature  to  commence  the  work  in  good  ear- 
nest; it  will,  by  its  own  impulse,  surmount  every  im- 
pediment, and  mature  itself.  Had  this  bank  proposed 
to  be  created,  been  a  renewal  of  a  former  charter,  or 
in  the  place  of  a  bank  that  had  formerly  existed,  it 
would  have  stood  on  different  ground.  The  salutary 
restrictions  in  the  bill  would  have  given  it  a  title  to 
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respect,  they  would  have  constituted  at  least  one  step 
in  the  way  of  reforming  our  system  of  banking.  This 
institution  would  have  been  marked  as  the  beginning 
of  a  new  era;  not,  indeed  when  our  system  is  reduced 
to  perfection,  but  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  ap- 
proach it. 

I  have  already  stated,  as  I  believe,  that  there  is 
enough,  if  not  more  than  enough  banli  capital  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster  for  all  useful  purposes.     Under 
such  circumstances,  should  an  additional  bank  be  cre- 
ated there,  professedly  resting  on  sounder  principles 
of  incorporation  than  the  banks  now  in  existence,  what 
would  be  the  inevitable  result?     Why,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  and  at  succeeding  session,  that 
body  would  be  literally    besieged  with  applications 
from  other   counties  for  similar  institutions.       The 
amount  of  bank  capital  already  existing  would  not  be 
reduced,  nor  would  it  afford  any  available  objection 
to  granting  these  applications,  for  this  very  case  would 
be  pleaded  as  a  precedent;   few  counties,  if  any,  can 
be  found  where  the  bank  capital  bears  a  greater  pro- 
portion to  business,  than  in  the  county  of  Lancaster; 
and  the  legislature  would  be  told,  with  great  force  of 
truth  that  there  was  as  much  reason  in  those  coun- 
ties for  additional  banks,  as  in  the  county  of  Lancas- 
ter.    It  requires  but  little  experience  in  the  affairs  of 
the  world,  to  enable  us  to  predict  the  issue.    Should  ar- 
gument fail,  combination  of  interests  would  be  all- 
powerful,  and  we,  most  probably,  would  see  re-enacted 
the  scenes  which  followed  the  incorporation  of  the 
litter  of  banks  of  1814.     The  new  banks  created,  how- 
ever sound  in  themselves,  would  speedily  come  incol- 
lision  with  the  banks  now  existing  in  superabundance, 
and  a  general  crush  must  ensue.     Can  any  person  who 
remembers  the  events  of  1814,  '15,  '16,  and  '17,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,   itself,   desire  to   see  them   re- 
peated?   Wide  spread  ruin  and  desolation  marked  the 
flourishing  inhabitants  of  that  county  for  their  prey. 
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Prosperous  and  wealthy  farmers  were  reduced  to  beg- 
gary in  a  few  months.  The  spirit  of  wild  and  reckless 
speculation  infected  the  whole  mass  of  the  community; 
property  fell  more  than  one  half  in  value  in  two  or 
three  years;  upwards  of  a  third  of  all  the  real  estate 
in  that  county  changed  hands  within  that  period, 
either  under  the  immediate  pressure  of  necessity,  or 
the  hammer  of  the  sheriff.  No  person  can  survey  those 
scenes  at  this  distant  da^^,  without  the  deepest  feel- 
ings of  astonishment  and  regret.  Let  us  not  contri- 
bute to  reproduce  them.  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  this  deplorable  state  of  things 
would  be  occasioned  by  signing  this  bill  alone.  It 
is  the  example  I  fear.  It  is  the  stimulant  it  would 
furnis'h  to  that  most  contagious  of  all  things,  incon- 
siderate speculation,  prompted  by  the  inordinate  cu- 
pidity of  man.  It  is  because  the  step,  if  once  taken, 
cannot  be  easily  retraced. 

The  experiment  proposed  to  be  tried  by  the  creation 
of  this  bank,  if  a  good  one,  can  be  made  at  a  more  pro- 
pitious time,  and  in  a  more  suitable  manner.  I  shall 
most  cheerfully  co-operate  with  the  legislature  then, 
in  imi)roving  our  banking  system.  When,  hereafter, 
charters  are  proposed  to  be  renewed,  if  they  are 
deemed  necessary,  or  if  by  forfeiture  of  their  charter, 
or  by  other  means,  banks  cease  to  exist,  and  others 
are  required  by  the  wants  of  the  people,  let  them  be 
incorporated  only  on  such  terms  as  may  be  found  most 
safe  and  expedient — whether  those  that  this  bill  con- 
tains, be  such  as  would  answer  this  end,  can  be  de- 
termined at  the  proper  time. 

I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  augmenting 
our  present  enormous  banking  capital  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  or  elsewhere.  It  does  not  seem  to  me, 
that  it  is  called  for  by  the  demands  of  business,  nor 
by  any  other  consideration  of  sound  policy.  The  ma- 
nia for  stock  speculation  appears  to  have  had  its  day. 
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Money  is  seeking  other  investments,  in  which,  if  the 
anticipations  of  those  who  embark  are  less  brilliant, 
the  certainty  on  which  they  rely  is  tenfold  greater. 
This  change  it  is  confidently  believed  is  for  the  better; 
it  is  the  precursor  of  reformation  and  amendment,  and 
justifies  rational  expectations  of  improvement  in 
our  condition,  that  could  scarcely  have  been  realized 
while  we  were  driving  onward  in  our  late  rash  and 
headlong  career.  Patience,  perseverance  and  un- 
shaken firmness  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
duties,  by  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
of  the  government  are  all  that  is  now^  wanting  to  cor- 
rect the  evils  under  which  we  suffer,  and  to  prevent 
their  recurrence  in  future.  Create  no  additional  banks 
— renew  the  charters  of  none  but  those  that  are  in- 
dispensable, and  those  on  terms  of  rigid  security — 
hold  them,  one  and  all,  to  a  strict  accountability  un- 
der the  laws;  extend  no  further  special  indulgences; 
strengthen  the  guards  upon  them,  and  increase  the 
restrictions,  let  these  principles  be  sacredly  observed  in 
our  legislation,  and  we  shall  soon  see  the  monetary  in- 
stitutions of  this  Commonwealth  restored  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  standing  proudly  erect  among 
those  of  the  sister  states,  as  the  firmest  and  most 
faithful  to  their  engagements.  If  they  cannot  and  do 
not  occupy  this  position  before  the  world,  they  are 
unworthy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  ought  to  give  place 
to  those  that  will  reflect  no  discredit  on  the  great  state 
to  which  they  are  indebted  for  their  existence. 

DAVID  E.  PORTEK. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  June  10,  1840. 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Represent- 
atives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 


l^-af^i^ 


1 


Pennsylvania  &s. 

[Signed]     David  E.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


v^n'v, 


A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  two 
several  acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth entitled  "An  Act  to 
provide  for  the  election  of 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  9th  day  of 
June,  1832,  and  an  act  entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the 
elections  of  this  Commonwealth,"  passed  the  2nd  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1839,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  the  elections  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
returned  asi  elected  in  the  respective  districts.  And 
Whereas,  the  returns  of  the  General  election  held  on 
Tuesday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  October  last  in  and  for 
the  respective  districts  for  members  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and 
after  the  fourth  dav  of  March  next,  have  been  re- 
ceived  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Commonwealth, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  acts, 
whereby  it  appears  that,  in  the  first  district,  composed 
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of  East  and  West  Southwark,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk, 
Kingsessing,  Blockley,  Penn  township,  Germantown, 
Roxborough  and  Bristol,  in  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, Charles  Brown  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
second  district  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
John  Sergeant  and  George  W.  Toland  have  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  third  district  composed  of  the  resi- 
due of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soll  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  fourth  district  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Delaware,  Chester  and  Lan- 
caster, Jeremiah  Brown,  Francis  James  and  John  Ed- 
wards have  been  duly  elected.  In  the  fifth  district 
composed  of  the  County  of  Montgomery  Joseph  For- 
nance  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  sixth  district 
composed  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  Robert  Ramsey  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  seventh  district  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Northampton,  Monroe,  Pike  and 
Wayne,  John  Westbrook  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  eighth  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Schuyl- 
kill and  Lehigh,  Peter  Newhard  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  ninth  district  composed  of  the  County  of  Berks, 
George  W.  Keim  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  tenth 
district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Lebanon  and  Dau- 
phin, William  Simonton  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  eleventh  district  composed  of  the  County  of  York, 
James  Gerry  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twelfth 
district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Adams  and  Frank- 
lin, James  Cooper  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  thir- 
teenth district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Cumber 
land.  Perry  and  Juniata,  William  S.  Ramsey  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  fourteenth  district  composed  of 
the  Counties  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Centre  and  Clin- 
ton, James  Irvin  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  fif- 
teenth district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Colum- 
bia and  Luzerne,  Benjamin  A.  Bidlack  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  sixteenth  district  composed  of  the 
Counties  of  Union,  Northumberland  and  Lycoming, 
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John  Snj^der  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  seven- 
teenth district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean,  Davis 
Dimock,  Jr.,  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  eighteenth 
district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Somer- 
set and  Cambria,  Charles  Ogle  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  nineteenth  district  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Westmoreland  and  Indiana,  Albert  G.  Merchand 
has  been  dulv  elected.  In  the  twentieth  district  com- 
posed  of  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene,  Enos 
Hook  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-first  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  County  of  Washington,  Joseph 
Laurence  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-sec- 
ond district  composed  of  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
William  W.  Irwin  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  said 
twenty-second  district  composed  of  the  said  County  of 
Allegheny,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Richard  Biddle,  Henry  M.  Brackenridge  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-third  district  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Clearfield,  Jefferson,  Arm- 
strong and  Butler,  William  Jack  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. In  the  twenty-fourth  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Beaver  and  Mercer,  Thomas  Henry  has 
duly  elected.  In  the  twenty-fifth  district  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Venan- 
go and  Clarion,  Arnold  Plumer  has  been  duly  elect- 
ed. Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  Charles  Brown, 
John  Sergeant,  George  W.  Toland,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soll,  Jeremiah  Brown,  Francis  James,  John  Edwards 
Joseph  Fornance,  Robert  Ramsey,  John  Westbrook, 
Peter  Newhard,  George  M.  Keim,  William  Simonton, 
James  Gerry,  James  Cooper,  William  S.  Ramsey, 
James  Irvin,  Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  John  Snyder,  Da- 
vis Dimock,  Jr.,  Charles  Ogle,  Albert  G.  Marchand, 
Enos  Hook,  Joseph  Laurence,  William  W.  Irwin, 
Henry  M.  Brackenridge,  William  Jack,  Thomas  Henry 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter. 


701 


and  Arnold  Plumer,  have  been  returned  as  duly  elect- 
ed in  their  several  Congressional  districts  before  men- 
tioned, as  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  (except 
Henry  M.  Brackenridge  who  has  been  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Richard 
Biddle),  to  commence  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next. 

Given  lender  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  second  day  of  November  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-fifth. 
Bv  the  Governor, 

Frs.  R.   Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Electors  of 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States — 1840. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  provided  in 
in  and  bv  an  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, entitled  '^An  Act 
relating  to  the  elections  of 
this  Commonwealth,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
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July,  A.  D.  1839,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth having  received  the  returns  of  the  votes  given 
for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  Governor 
who  shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of 
votes  for  each  person  voted  for,  and  shall  thereupon 
declare  by  proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons  duly 
elected.  And  .Whereas,  it  appears  by  the  returns  laid 
before  me  of  the  election  for  electors  held  on  Friday, 
the  30th  day  of  October,  1840,  that  John  Andrew 
Shulze,  Joseph  Kitner,  Lewis  Passmore,  John  Price 
Wetherill,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Jonathan  Gillingham, 
Amos  Elmaker,  Abraham  E.  Mcllvain,  John  K.  Zei- 
lin,  Kobert  Stinson,  William  S.  Hendrie,  J.  Jenkins 
Ross,  Peter  Filbert,  William  Addams,  John  Harper, 
William  Mcllvain,  John  Dickson,  John  McKeehan, 
John  Keed,  Ashbel  B.  Wilson,  Ner  Middleswarth, 
George  Walker,  Bernard  Connelly,  Junr.,  Joseph  Mar- 
kle,  Justus  G.  Fordyce,  Thomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Har- 
mer  Denny,  Joseph  Buffington,  Henry  Black  and  John 
Dick  are  the  persons  for  whom  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  were  given  at  the  said  election.  Now  there- 
fore, I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby  declaring 
that  the  said  John  Andrew  Shulze,  Joseph  Ritner, 
Lewis  Passmore,  John  Price  Wetherill,  Thomas  P. 
Cope,  Jonathan  Gillingham,  Amos  Ellmaker,  Abra- 
ham M.  Mcllvain,  John  K.  Zeilin,  Robert  Stinson,  Wil- 
liam S.  Hendrie,  J.  Jenkins  Ross,  Peter  Filbert,  Wil- 
liam Addams,  John  Harper,  William  Mcllvain,  John 
Dickson,  John  McKeehan,  John  Reed,  Ashbel  B.  Wil- 
son, Ner  Middleswarth,  George  Walker,  Bernard  Con- 
nelly, Junr.,  Joseph  Markle,  Justus  G.  Fordyce,  Thom- 
as M.  T.  McKennan,  Harmer  Denny,  Joseph  Buffing- 
ton,  Henry  Black  and  John  Dick  are  the  persons  duly 
elected  Electors  of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  to  serve  at  the  election  in  tha^:  be- 
half to  be  held  at  the  Seat  of  Government  of  this 
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State  (being  the  Borough  of  Harrisburg  in  the  County 
of  Dauphin),  on  tlfe  first  Wednesday  of  December 
next,  agreeably  to  the  said  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  sixteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
fifth. 

By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Charles  McClure  as 
a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  bv  a  return  dulv 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  thir- 
Iteenth  Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Juniata  and 
Perry,  on  Friday,  the  twentieth  day  of  Novem- 
ber,   instant,    under    the    authority    of    an    Act    of 
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the  General  Assembly  passed  the  second  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  it  appears  that 
Charles  McClure  was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  William  S. 
Ramsay,  Esquire. 

And  Whereas  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  Act  before  recited  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  elec- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Charles  Mc- 
Clure is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  before 
mentioned  as  a  representative  of  this  State  in  the 
House  of  Reijresentatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  for  which  the 
said  William  S.  Ramsay,  Esquire,  was  elected  to  serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg  this  thirtieth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-fifth. 
By  the  Governor. 

Francis  R.  Shunk, 

Sec'y  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

AMONG  THE  VARIOUS  DUTIES  ENJOINED  BY 
the  Constitution  on  the  Executive  Magistrate, 
none  is   more  important  and   more  frequently 
perplexing,  than  that  of  "giving  to  the  General  As- 
sembly information  of  the  state  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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and  recommending  to  their  consideration,  such  mea- 
sures as  he  should  judge  expedient."  On  this  occa- 
sion I  am  happily  relieved  from  much  of  the  anxiety 
and  embarrassment  upon  the  discharge  of  this  duty, 
by  referring  your  attention  to  the  annual  message 
which  1  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Legislature 
on  the  8th  day  of  January  last.  In  that  message,  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty,  to  enter  into  a  full 
and  elaborate  exposition  of  my  views  on  several  deeply 
interesting  subjects  connected  with  the  public  welfare, 
and  especially  on  the  subjects  of  the  internal  improve- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth,  the  public  debt,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  banking  system.  In  regard  to  these 
leading  questions  of  vital  interest,  and  the  numerous 
subordinate  matters  intimately  associated  and  blended 
with  them,  I  can  add  very  little  to  the  opinions  I  ex- 
pressed, and  the  recommendations  I  made  in  the  mes- 
sage to  which  I  have  just  referred  you.  The  exper- 
ience of  the  past  year,  has  not  only  confirmed,  but 
strengthened  my  conviction  of  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  those  opinions  and  recommendations;  the 
people  at  large  with  unexampled  unanimity  have  ap- 
proved them,  and  I  earnestly  invite  your  careful  de- 
liberation, as  I  did  that  of  the  last  Legislature,  upon 
chose  portions  of  the  message,  to  which  you  will  find 
convenient  access  upon  your  journals.  So  far  as  re- 
spects the  reform  of  the  banking  system,  I  perceive 
no  necessity  for  changing  or  modifying,  in  any  essen- 
tial particular,  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained; and  I  now  here  respectfully,  but  earnestly 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  I 
then  made  on  this  subject,  and  trust  that  the  present 
Legislature  will  not  separate,  until  they  shall  have 
made  a  searching  and  thorough  reform  of  the  imper- 
fections and  manifold  abuses  of  the  present  system. 
To  me  it  has  been  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  that  my 

recommendations  on  that  subject,  did  not  meet  the  ap- 
45— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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probation  of  the  last  Legislature,  persuaded  as  I  am, 
that  the  most  beneficial  influences  would  have  result- 
ed from  their  adoption.  It  is  not,  however,  too  late 
to  apply  the  remedy  still,  and  I  again  recommend,  with 
anxious  earnestness,  those  measures  for  reforming 
the  abuses  of  the  banking  system,  to  your  early  at- 
tention. 

The  resumption  of  specie  payments  on  the  part  of 
the  banks,  which  constituted  a  year  ago  such  a  for- 
midable portion  of  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  efficient 
legislation,  is  about  to  be  consummated,  without  your 
active  interference  at  all.  Under  the  resolution  passed 
on  the  3d  day  of  April  last,  those  institutions  are  re- 
quired on  and  after  the  15th  day  of  January  inst.,  to 
pay  on  demand  all  their  notes,,  bills,  deposites,  and 
other  liabilities,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  on  penalty  of  the 
forfeiture  of  their  charters,  upon  certain  conditions 
set  forth  in  said  resolution.  It  affords  me  great  plea- 
sure to  state,  tiiat  although  the  day  fixed  for  the  re- 
sumption was  more  remote  than  I  wished  at  the  time, 
yet  the  period  of  indulgence  has  nearly  passed  away, 
and  there  is  now  good  ground  to  believe,  that  the 
banks  of  this  Commonwealth  will,  as  they  are  required 
to  do,  be  prepared  again  to  discharge  their  liabilities 
in  specie.  Should  they  do  so,  by  continuing  strictly 
to  observe  the  law,  and  by  fulfilling  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  public,  they  may  regain  the  confidence 
which  they  have  hitherto  lost,  and  more  particularly 
may  they  do  this,  if  proper  measures  be  adopted  for 
the  better  regulation  and  control  of  their  operations. 
One  of  the  most  immediate  advantages  resulting  to 
the  community,  from  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, will  be  the  entire  expulsion  from  circulation 
of  the  illegitimate  brood  of  small  notes  that  have  been 
poured  in  upon  us,  from  the  neighbouring  states  on 
all  sides,  in  defiance  of  law,  and  of  the  most  active 
endeavors  to  suppress  them.     I  cannot,  however,  con- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  707 

elude  this  part  of  my  subject,  without  recommending 
that  no  increase  of  our  banking  capital  be  made  under 
any  circumstances,  and  that  effectual  provision  be 
made  by  law,  that  if  any  bank  shall  at  any  time  here- 
after, suspend  specie  payments,  it  shall  be  ipso  facto 
a  forfeiture  of  its  charter.  Nothing  short  of  an  abso- 
lute and  unconditional  provision  of  this  kind,  can  ar- 
rest the  frequent  over  issues  by  the  banks,  induced  by 
the  inordinate  cupidity  of  those  under  whose  direc- 
tions they  may  be  conducted.  Let  the  great  princi- 
ple be  distinctly  announced,  as  the  foundation  on 
which  our  banking  institutions  rest,  that  hereafter, 
there  are  to  be  no  more  suspensions  of  specie  payments 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  condition  of  the  public  improvements  during  the 
past  year,  has  been  attended  to  by  the  officers  en- 
trusted with  their  management,  with  untiring  assi- 
duity. They  are  in  a  much  better  state  of  repair  than 
thev  ever  have  been  since  their  construction,  and  but 
little  delay  or  interruption  in  business  has  occurred. 
The  amount  of  business  done  on  the  main  line,  it  is 
true,  has  been  less  than  last  year,  but  it  has  been 
owing  to  causes  in  no  degree  connected  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  public  improvements.  I  refer  you  to 
the  Keport  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  for  a  detailed 
aid  accurate  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
improvements,  the  sum  required  to  complete  those 
lines  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  the  amount  needed 
for  repairs  on  the  canals  and  railroads  now  in  opera- 
tion, as  well  as  the  amount  due  for  repairs  heretofore 
done. 

I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  again  to  state  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  as  soon  as  those  portions  of  the  unfinished 
lines  of  improvement,  now  almost  completed,  are  fin- 
ished, and  upon  which,  if  the  work  had  been  suspend- 
ed, more  would  have  been  lost  to  the  Commonwealth 
than  by  hastening  their  completion,  I  think  it  full 
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time  for  Pennsylvania  to  pause  in  her  career  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  test  for  a  time  the  usefulness 
and  value  of  the  stupendous  achievements  she  has  al- 
ready made.  I  have  been  from  the  beginning  the 
friend  and  advocate  of  the  internal  improvement  sys- 
tem of  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  continue  to  be, 
so  long  as  that  system  is  confined  to  the  main  lines  and 
their  immediate  tributaries;  but  our  immense  public 
debt,  and  the  sacrifices  which  the  people  are  called 
upon  to  make  in  consequence  of  it,  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  of  the  principal  as  it  falls  due,  forci- 
bly admonish  us,  to  consult  prudence  and  economy 
before  we  incur  additional  responsibilities,  without  a 
corresponding  increase  of  means  to  meet  them.  A  re- 
vival of  business,  and  the  natural  augmentation  of 
our  popi^lation  and  resources,  will  in  a  short  period 
of  time,  enable  us  to  realize  from  our  improvements, 
many  of  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  susceptible, 
and  as  I  confidently  trust,  enough,  and  more  than 
enough  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  their  projec- 
tors, and  the  soundness  of  the  policy,  which  led  to  the 
enormous  investment  of  capital  in  their  construction. 
When  that  day  arrives,  let  canals  and  railroads  be 
constructed  wherever  they  promise  to  be  useful 
throughout  the  wide  extent  of  the  Commonwealth; 
but  until  it  does  arrive,  let  us  husband  our  resources, 
and  diminish  as  much  as  practicable  the  burthens  now 
imposed  upon  the  people  of  the  State. 

The  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  main  lines, 
and  to  put  the  improvements  now  in  use  in  a  thorough 
state  of  repair,  you  will  be  fully  informed  of  by  the 
Canal  Commissioners;  which  amount  of  money  I 
would  respectfully  suggest,  should  be  immediately 
appropriated,  so  as  to  enable  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers to  make  proper  arrangements  to  apply  it  with 
most  advantage  to  the  public  service.  Great  and  im- 
mediate repairs  to  our  improvements  are  indispens- 
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ible,  if  we  hope  to  maintain  the  character  of  those 
improvements,  and  to  prevent  our  immediate  Northern 
and  Southern  neighbours  from  diverting  from  them  a 
large  share  of  the  business  of  the  West  and  South. 
The  honor  of  Pennsylvania  is  too  deeply  involved  in 
this  measure  to  admit  of  apathy  or  delay.  Feeling  as 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  should  feel  on  this 
subject,  I  am  sure  no  stronger  motive  to  action  could 
be  presented  to  you,  than  that  of  enlightened  and 
manly  State  pride,  addressing  itself  to  you  through  the 
medium  of  official  duty. 

Public  Debt. 

The  present  amount  of  the  public  debt  is: — 

Permanent  loans  at  5  per  cent., |33,086,013  32 

Permanent  loans  at  4J  per  cent., 200,000  00 

Temporary  loans  at  4  per  cent., 15,000  00 

133,301,013  32 
Due  United  States,  on  account  of  de- 

deposite  surplus  revenue,    2,867,514  78 

Unpaid  appropriations,    622,247  59 


136,790,775  69 


Upon  an  examination  of  the  debts  and  liabilities 
of  the  Commonwealth,  -on  the  15th  of  January,  1839, 
and  the  subsequent  laws  passed,  authorizing  loans  and 
making  appropriations,  it  will  be  found,  that  nearly 
the  whole  sum  borrowed  since  that  period,  has  been 
applied  to  debts  and  liabilities  then  due  and  falling 
due,  on  account  of  the  public  works  finished  and  in 
progress — to  the  payment  of  temporary  and  stock 
loans — for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  canals  and  rail-ways  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 


710  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

The  only  sums  appropriated  out  of  the  loans  author- 
ized to  be  made  since  I  came  into  office,  which  were 
not  applied  to  liabilities  then  due  and  growing  out  of 
contracts,  which  existed  at  that  time,  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

To  a  survey  of  a  railroad  from  Harris- 
burg  to  Pittsburg,   145,000  00 

To  stock  in  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 

canal,     50,000  00 

To  the  survey  of  a  railroad  from  Harris- 
To  stock  in  the  Monongahela  Naviga- 
tion company,  100,000  00 


1295,000  00 


Public  Property. 

Bank  stock,   $2,108,700  00 

Turnpike  and  Bridge  stock,   2,830,348  89 

Canal  and  Navigation  stock, 645,269  00 

Railroad  stock,  335,546  90 

Money  due  on  land,  estimated, '  1,000,000  00 

Public  works,  canals,  rail-ways,  &c.,  . .  29,578,506  17 


$36,498,370  96 


Thus  it  appears  that  the  resources  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  abundant,  but  not  immediately  available 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  either  the  principal  or  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  it  has  not  been  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  Legislature,  to  provide  suffi- 
cient revenue  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
State  Treasury.  The  various  appropriations  of  the 
public  treasury  have  exceeded  the  public  income.  Out 
of  this  state  of  things,  a  custom  has  grown  up  at  the 
Treasury  it  seems,  to  pay  the  demands  upon  it,  as 
they  are  from  time  to  time  presented,  without  refer- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  711 

ence  to  the  specific  appropriation  of  part  of  the  mo- 
nies therein,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  the 
public  debt,  which  falls  due  semi-annually,  on  the  1st 
of  February  and  1st  of  August. — Under  this  custom, 
it  has  happened,  that  from  a  deficiency  of  other  means, 
the  monies  arising  from  tolls,  auction  duties,  tax  on 
collateral  inheritances,  dividends  on  turnpike,  bridge 
and  navigation  stocks,  and  escheats,  which  had  been 
set  apart  by  law,  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  have  been  paid  out  indiscriminately 
to  meet  other  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  There  will, 
therefore,  be  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  public  debt,  upon  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary next,  of  perhaps  |800,000. — This,  as  well  as  every 
other  subject  relating  to  the  revenue,  belongs  so  ex- 
clusively to  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government, 
that  no  recommendation  of  the  Executive  can  be  re- 
quired, to  bespeak  for  it  the  necessity  for  some  special 
legislation  in  relation  to  its  future  disbursement. 

It  is  computed  that  the  tax  which  will  be  rendered 
available  under  the  act  of  the  11th  June,  1840,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  to  create  additional  revenue  to  be  applied 
towards  the  payment  of  interest,  sm^  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  debts  of  the  Commonwealth,^'  will  amount 
to  about  1600,000.  The  sum  which  will  be  raised  un- 
der this  Act,  together  with  the  other  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth,  will  most  probably  liquidate  the  in- 
terest account,  without  further  resort  to  loans  for 
that  purpose.  This  act  is  to  continue  in  force  five 
years,  and  provides  such  a  rule  for  the  assessment  of 
taxes,  as  to  fall  with  gentle  weight  on  those  who  are 
little  able  to  bear  any  addition  to  their  expenses.  The 
articles  taxed  are  those  purely  of  luxury,  such  as  gold 
watches,  pleasure  carriages,  household  furniture  ex- 
ceeding in  value  three  hundred  dollars,  together  with 
bonds,  bills,  and  notes  of  solvent  obligors,  bank  stock 
or  stock  in  other  corporations,  yielding  dividends  of 
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at  least  one  per  cent.,  salaries  of  public  officers,  and 
real  estate.  Although  this  act  undoubtedly  operates 
with  considerable  hardship  upon  those  who  fall  with- 
in reach  of  its  provisions,  still  they  are  comparatively, 
subjected  to  very  little  inconvenience,  for  in  most  in- 
stances they  do  not  belong  to  the  poorer  classes,  on 
whom  taxation  usually  falls  with  the  most  peculiar 
severity. 

To  impose  taxes  on  any  class  of  our  fellow  citizens 
is  not  very  agreeable,  nor  a  very  popular  task;  but 
when  ,  as  in  this  case,  the  honor,  and  the  fidelity  of 
Pennsylvania  must  be  sacrificed,  or  a  tax  of  this  kind 
be  endured,  there  are  few,  very  few  men  in  the  Com- 
monwealth worthy  to  be  ranked  among  her  free,  intel- 
ligent and  upright  citizens,  who  will  shrink  from  their 
share  of  the  burthen. — When,  too,  it  is  known  that 
those  who  recommended,  and  who  sanctioned  the  bill 
imposing  the  tax,  are  no  more  responsible  for  the  ne- 
cessity that  compelled  a  resort  to  it,  than  any  of  those 
who  are  to  pay  it,  the  folly  and  injustice  of  those 
who  would  condemn,  are  rendered  still  more  conspicu- 
ous. I  found  the  debt  upon  which  this  interest  was  to 
be  paid  in  existence,  when  I  assumed  the  functions 
of  the  Executive,  and  found  nothing  to  pay  it  with. 
The  Treasury  was  exhausted,  and  no  means  left  to 
meet  this  responsibility  but  further  loans,  a  sale  of 
the  improvements  or  taxation.  The  first  two  were 
impracticable,  and  I  was  driven  by  stern  necessity  to 
the  adoption  of  the  latter  alternative.  I  saw  but  one 
path  before  me  open  to  pursuit,  and  that  was  the  path 
of  duty.  I  recommended  taxation;  that  recommenda- 
tion was  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  a  source 
of  proud  gratification  to  me,  when  I  consider  that  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania,  almost  to  a  man,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  informed,  with  a  firmness  and  patriotism 
worthy  of  themselves,  have  yielded  to  this  necessity 
without  murmur  or  repining.     I  feel  fully  convinced. 
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that  at  the  expiration  of  tlie  five  years  at  farthest, 
with  a  reasonable  degree  of  prudence,  and  with  strict 
economy  in  the  management  of  our  affairs,  the  income 
of  our  improvements  will  render  a  renewal  of  this  law 
wholly  unnecessary. 

If  any  difference  of  opinion  exists,  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  this  tax,  let  these  questions  be  answered  by 
those  objecting:  Does  not  Pennsylvania  owe  this  debt? 
Is  she  not  morall}^  and  legally  bound  to  pay  it  and  its 
interest,  as  it  falls  due?  Can  they  point  out  any  other 
mode  by  which  this  can  be  done? 

You,  however,  have  come  directly  from  the  people, 
and  are  supposed  best  to  know  their  opinions  on  this 
as  well  as  all  other  subjects;  and  if  you  differ  in 
opinion  with  me  on  this  important  subject,  and  think 
the  tax  ought  not  to  have  been  laid,  it  is  your  duty 
to  repeal  the  law  instantly.  No  part  of  the  tax  has 
yet  been  collected.  Seeing  no  other  mode  of  extri- 
cating the  Commonwealth  from  the  difficulties  in 
which  I  found  it,  my  views  and  opinions  remain  un- 
changed. Yet  if  the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people  think  proper  to  repeal  the  law,  and  can  substi- 
tute any  other  mode  less  objectionable,  which  will 
promptly  meet  the  exigency,  be  it  so;  the  responsi- 
bility rests  with  them. 

I  can  never  consent  by  word  or  deed,  to  counte- 
nance the  idea  that  the  faith  of  the  State  can  be  vio- 
lated by  a  failure  to  meet  her  engagements.  If  there 
be  any  in  our  country  who  would  be  willing,  if  they 
Avere  able,  to  abrogate  the  contracts  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  be  faithless  to  her  creditors,  let  their  doc- 
trine be  distinctly  avowed  and  the  issue  fairly  made 
up  before  the  people.  The  intelligence  and  integrity 
of  our  citizens  would  speedily  convince  the  world,  that 
they  feel  the  necessity  in  a  republican  government  of 
maintaining,  unsullied,  public  faith  and  national 
honor. 
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The  deficiency  in  the  funds  set  apart  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  is  falling  due 
on  the  1st  of  February  next,  must  be  promptly  pro- 
vided for.  By  the  act  of  the  eleventh  June  last,  the 
Governor  is  authorized  to  procure  it  on  loan,  and  for 
that  purpose  proposals  have  been  invited;  whether 
money  can  be  procured  I  know  not:  and  in  case  it 
cannot,  I  see  no  other  mode  left  to  avoid  the  dishonor 
of  the  State  credit,  but  the  sale  of  a  suflScient  amount 
of  the  stock  owned  by  the  State,  in  one  or  the  other, 
or  all  of  the  banks  in  which  she  is  interested.  The 
State  owns  the  following  amount  of  stock  in  each  of 
the  banks  named,  viz:  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  3,750 
shares;  Philadelphia  Bank,  5,233  shares;  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  Bank,  1,708  shares.  The  stock  would 
most  probably  command  a  ready  sale;  and  I  do  most 
sincerely  hope  that  not  a  day  will  be  lost,  before  this 
possible  blot  upon  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State 
is  efl'ectually  guarded  against,  by  the  prompt  action 
of  the  Legislature. 

In  my  last  annual  message,  the  question  was  dis- 
tinctly presented  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the 
works  then  in  progress  should  be  prosecuted  to  im- 
mediate completion  or  not,  and  the  question  was  by 
them  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  sum  of 
|G00,000  appropriated  to  each  of  what  has  usually 
been  denominated  the  main  lines ;  and  the  works  being 
so  far  progressed  in,  as  to  warrant  the  expectation  of 
their  being  completed  in  another  year,  all  will  now 
concur  in  the  opinion,  I  presume,  that  provision  should 
be  immediately  made  for  the  completion  of  the  unfin- 
ished works  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  judicious  and  immediate  appropriation  promptly 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  usual  appropriation  bill, 
specifically  for  the  works  under  contract — for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  reservoirs,  at  each  end  of  the  Portage 
Railroad — and    for   ordinary    repairs,    is    imperiously 
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called  for,  and  will  enable  the  contractors  to  complete 
the  whole,  and  have  them  ready  for  use  by  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation  in  the  spring  of  1842.  The  vast 
importance  of  the  immediate  completion  of  the  main 
lines,  as  well  to  the  citizens  immediately  interested  in 
them  as  to  the  fiscal  interests  of  the  Commonwealth, 
cannot  be  too  strongly  pressed  upon  your  attention. 
They  will  complete  a  communication  between  the  great 
lakes,  and  our  commercial  metropolis.  They  will  also, 
by  a  proper  arrangement  with  the  authorities  of  New 
York,  connect  our  improvements  with  those  of  that 
great  Commonwealth,  thus  affording  an  opportunity 
of  exchanging  the  products  of  the  two  states,  and 
strengthening  the  bonds  of  our  national  Union.  They 
will  also  add  largely  to  the  revenue  on  the  works  now 
in  use. 

What  differences  of  opinion  may  have  existed  as  to 
the  policy  of  commencing  the  Erie  Extension  and 
North  Branch  Canals,  there  ought  to  be  none  now  as 
to  their  speedy  completion.  They  are  nearly  finished, 
a  comparatively  small  sum  is  necessary  to  complete 
them,  and  the  policy  of  a  continued  and  protracted 
delay  in  completing  works,  which  the  State  is  pledged 
to  accomplish,  until  the  first  work  done  upon  them 
has  become  useless  from  decay,  has  proved  disastrous 
and  ruinous  on  many  occasions. 

The  course  heretofore  usual,  of  neglecting  to  appro- 
priate a  sufiicient  sum  for  repairs,  and  that  early  in 
the  session,  has  been  seriouslv  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests  of  the  Commonwealth.  At  the  last  session  the 
Commissioners  stated  that  the  lowest  estimate  for  re- 
pairs required  |700,000,  and  the  Legislature  appro- 
priated 1500,000,  a  great  portion  of  which  was  ab- 
sorbed by  debts  then  due.  The  result  has  shown  that 
the  Commissioners  were  right.  The  fund  has  long 
since  been  exhausted.  The  necessary  repairs  have 
not  been  completed.    Those  who  have  been  engaged 
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at  them  are  unpaid,  and  the  Supervisors  are  without 
funds  to  lay  in  the  necessary  materials  for  repairs. 
The  repairs?  on  the  lines  of  canals  in  use  should  or- 
dinarily be  made  in  winter,  when  they  would  not  inter- 
rupt the  use  of  the  canals ;  and  it  has  usually  happened 
that  before  the  arrival  of  winter,  the  officers  have  no 
means  at  their  command,  and  no  appropriation  bill 
is  passed  until  late  in  the  session.  The  whole  system 
of  repairs  in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty  of  the 
time  of  paying  the  workmen,  and  those  who  furnish 
materials!,  cost  the  Commonwealth  much  more  than  it 
would  do,  were  the  means  of  payment  ample,  certain 
and  promptly  applied. 

The  Beaver  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  is  al- 
ready connected  with  the  public  improvements  of  Ohio, 
by  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal,  a  work  which  has 
been  completed  by  individual  enterprize,  aided  by  pub- 
lic appropriations  from  both  states,  and  bids  fair  to  be 
a  valuable  tributary  to  our  public  improvements,  and 
a  profitable  investment  for  the  stockholders.  It  has 
been  accomplished  at  a  less  cost  than  any  other  work 
of  the  kind  which  I  have  visited,  and  is  a  monument 
of  the  wisdom  of  its  projectors,  and  of  the  skill,  pru- 
dence, and  economy  of  those  charged  with  its  con- 
struction. 

I  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  the 
enactment  of  a  law  authorizing  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners to  treat  with  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  for  such  a  connection  of  our  internal  im- 
provements with  theirs,  as  will  best  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  two  Commonwealths.  The  law  should 
limit  the  terms  and  conditions,  and  define  the  power 
and  authorities  of  the  Commissioners  in  such  manner 
as  on  due  consideration  shall  be  deemed  proper. 

The  interest  of  the  Commonwealth  would  also  be 
advanced  by  entrusting  the  same  board  with  the 
power  of  selling,  or  leasing,  water  power  created  by 
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our  internal  improvements.  There  are  at  many  points, 
and  in  very  advantageous  situations,  surplus  quanti- 
ties of  water,  which  could  be  profitably  applied  to 
various  branches  of  manufacture,  without  injury  to 
the  due  supply  of  our  canals.  The  tolls  on  our  public 
improvements  would  be  increased  thereby,  and  a  con- 
siderable sum  realized  from  such  sale  or  lease. 

By  an  act  of  the  seventh  April,  1835,  a  guaranty 
was  made  on  the  part  of  the  State,  for  the  payment  of 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  twenty-five  years  on 
1200,000,  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bald  Eagle  and 
Spring  Creek  Navigation  company,  and  by  a  subse- 
quent act  the  State  has  since  subscribed  |25,000  to 
the  stock  of  the  company. — The  whole  of  the  work  is 
completed  and  in  active  operation,  except  the  last  six 
miles,  on  which  about  one  third  of  the  excavation  and 
and  embankment  is  made,  two  locks  completed  and 
another  nearly  completed.  A  comparatively  trifling 
sum  would  finish  this  work,  but  the  funds  of  the  com- 
pany are  exhausted,  and  the  Commonwealth  is  annu- 
ally called  upon  for  the  amount  of  her  guaranty,  and 
her  subscription  is  wholly  unproductive.  It  is  a  very 
valuable  tributary  to  the  State  Canal,  terminating  in 
one  of  the  richest  mineral  regions  in  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  country.  Every  article  coming  out  of  it 
pays  a  toll  on  our  State  canal  for  150  miles  to  Colum- 
bia. I  therefore  submit  to  the  better  judgment  of  the 
Legislature,  whether  sound  economy  does  not  dictate 
the  further  subscription  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  finish 
it;  believing  that  its  productiveness  will  then  be  am- 
ply sufficient  to  relieve  the  Commonwealth  from  any 
further  payment  of  her  guaranty. 

There  are  at  present  many  public  improvements  in  a 
course  of  construction  in  our  State  by  means  of  private 
companies,  mos-t  of  which  I  cannot  but  think  are  cal- 
culated to  benefit  Pennsylvania  in  a  very  high  degree. 
Among  the  latter  I  may  particularize  the  Williams- 
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port  and  Eimira  Railroad,  as  tending  with  certainty 
to  produce  this  result.  This  road  will  connect  the 
Grand  Erie  Canal  of  New  York  by  the  Seneca  Lake, 
with  the  West  Branch  Canal  at  Williamsport;  and 
also  intersect,  at  Eimira,  the  Great  Southern  railroad 
now  being  constructed  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake 
Erie  at  Dunkirk.  The  advantage  likely  to  result  to 
ourselves,  from  the  construction  of  this  road  will  be, 
that  the  great  amount  of  tonnage  and  travel  which 
now  annually  findsi  its  way  from  the  Lakes  through 
the  State  of  New  York  to  the  Atlantic,  will  thus  be 
brought  directly  through  our  own  public  improve- 
ments to  Philadelphia;  the  distance  from  Eimira  to 
the  latter  city  by  this  route  being  71  miles  shorter  than 
from  Eimira  to  the  city  of  New  York  by  any  contem- 
plated improvement  in  that  state.  Other  improve- 
ments of  a  similar  character,  and  perhaps  of  equal  im- 
portance, might  be  noticed. 

Every  man  is  presumed  to  be  present  in  the  Legisla- 
ture by  his  representative,  and  to  know  what  public 
laws  are  enacted,  and  is  therefore  held  to  be  bound  by 
them  from  the  time  of  their  enactment.  This  notice, 
however,  is  but  a  constructive  one.  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest,  whether  some  provision  for  the  imme- 
diate publication  of  all  laws  of  a  public  nature  is  not 
necessary,  to  give  to  the  people  actual  notice  of  pro- 
visions by  which  they  may  be  seriously  affected. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public 
Schools,  which  will  shortly  be  laid  before  you,  will 
show  the  progress  which  the  cause  of  education  is 
making  in  public  opinion,  and  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  Colleges,  Academies  and  Schools,  throughout 
the  Commonwealth. 

Though  the  active  operations  of  the  Geological  Sur- 
vey are  not  yet  entirely  completed,  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent of  country  has  been  minutely  explored  during  the 
past  season  than  in  any  former  one.     The  State  Geolo- 
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gist,  and  his  corps,  were  laboriously  occupied  in  the 
field,  their  researches  extending  into  various  districts, 
both  east  and  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  The 
insight  acquired  during  the  progress  of  the  survey, 
into  the  more  minute  features  of  our  geology,  and  the 
true  position  of  our  various  mineral  deposits,  has 
served  greatly  to  increase  the  accuracy  and  value  of 
the  large  body  of  facts  now  collected.  Throughout 
several  extensive  sections  of  the  State,  where  hither- 
to, no  accurate  clue  had  been  discovered  by  which  par- 
ticular beds  of  those  useful  substances,  iron  ore,  coal, 
marble  and  limestone,  could  be  traced,  much  of  the 
obscuritj^  has  been  removed.  Several  districts,  how- 
ever, of  greater  or  less  extent,  vet  remain  to  be  ex- 
plored.  Though  some  of  these  have  been  already  faith- 
fully examined,  one  year  or  more  will  be  necessary  for 
unravelling  the  intricacies  of  their  structure,  and  en- 
abling the  Geologist  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  know- 
ledge of  their  resources.  For  this  purpose  an  appro- 
priation will  become  necessary.  The  amount,  how- 
ever, will  be  less  than  the  sum  hitherto  annually  ex- 
pended. The  Topographical  maps  now  in  a  course 
of  construction,  are  essential  as  a  basis  for  the  Greo- 
logical  map  called  for  by  the  law.  In  the  chemical 
department  of  the  survey,  an  extensive  series  of  ores, 
coals,  cement,  fluxes,  &c.,  have  been  analyzed,  result- 
ing in  a  species  of  knowledge  now  becoming  every 
day  more  important  to  the  growing  manufacturing 
and  mining  interests  of  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  the  few  last  years  have 
been  a  period  of  pecuniary  embarrassment  in  the  busi- 
ness community.  It  has  been  consoling,  however,  to 
reflect,  that  during  a  portion  of  that  time,  our  hus- 
bandmen have  been  reaping  a  full  reward  for  their 
labor  in  abundant  crops,  for  which,  until  recently,  they 
have  found  ready  markets,  at  fair  prices.  They  had  not 
generally  been  afl'ected  with  that  mad  spirit  of  specu- 
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lation,  which  at  one  time  seemed  to  have  seized  so 
large  a  part  of  other  portions  of  our  citizens,  and  in- 
duced them  to  engage  in  almost  every  visionary  scheme 
in  their  ''haste  to  get  rich." 

The  causes  of  this  embarrassment  have  been  var- 
iously explained,  as  suited  the  views  of  those  who  un- 
dertook the  task.  My  own  views  upon  this  subject 
have  been  fully  and  freely  expressed  in  my  communi- 
cations to  the  preceding  Legislatures.  No  one,  how- 
ever, can  doubt,  that,  w^hen  our  country  is  importing 
large  amounts  of  the  luxuries  and  superfluities  of  life 
from  foreign  countries,  and  not  exporting  a  sufficiency 
of  our  own  products  to  pay  for  them,  there  must  be 
a  constant  drain  of  the  precious  metals,  and  hence  a 
scarcity  of  money  to  supply  the  wants  of  our  com- 
munity at  home.  A  retrenchment  among  our  citizens, 
of  whom  plain  republican  simplicity  has  ever  been  a 
distinguishing  characteristic,  in  the  purchase  and  use 
of  articles  of  mere  luxury,  would  greatly  tend  to  lessen 
this  cause  of  pecuniary  embarrassment. 

The  consequences  of  the  embarrassment  in  our  mer- 
cantile and  manufacturing  operations,  are  now  be- 
ginning to  be  felt,  also,  by  our  farmers,  in  the  more 
recent  reductions  of  the  prices  of  their  products,  al- 
though the  fact  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  late  report  is  cheering,  that  during  the 
last  3^ear  the  exports,  from  this  country  have  exceeded 
the  imports  by  nearly  twenty-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  is  certainly  encouraging,  especially  when 
we  reflect,  that  in  prior  years  the  reverse  was  the  fact ; 
and  that  without  going  back  further,  in  the  year  1836, 
the  excess  of  imports  exceeded  the  exports  upwards 
of  sixtv-one  millions  of  dollars;  in  1837  twentv-three 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  in  1838,  five  millions 
of  dollars,  and  in  1839,  forty-one  millions  of  dollars; 
and  that  in  1837,  the  import  of  the  single  article  of 
silk, "a  mere  luxury,  which  our  own  country  is  as  ca- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  721 

[>able  of  producing  as  any  other,  amounted  to  twenty- 
three  millions  of  dollars,  while  our  export  of  flour,  dur- 
ing the  same  year,  was  but  about  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  is  to  be  hoped,  and  the  increased  confidence 
growing  out  of  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
about  to  take  place,  warrants  the  conclusion,  that 
business  will  resume  its  accustomed  channels,  and  tak- 
ing lessons  of  prudence  from  the  past,  our  citizens  will 
not  again  be  tempted  into  those  wild  excesses  which 
have  well  nigh  led  on  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  and  the 
prostration  of  public  and  private  credit  and  confi- 
dence. 

Our  Commonwealth  possesses  a  fertile  soil,  and  un-« 
bounded  agricultural  and  mineral  wealth.  We  have 
within  ourselves  almost  all  the  necessaries,  and  many 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  With  the  increase  of  intelli- 
gence and  means,  we  find  our  farmers  augmenting  the 
products  of  their  soil,  improving  their  stocks  of  do- 
mestic animals,  and  adding  to  the  neatness  of  their 
household  establishments.  No  one  can  pass  through 
our  Commonwealth,  without  being  struck  with  the 
air  of  substantial  comfort,  and  increasing  prosperity, 
which  pervades  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  State. 

The  variety  and  extent  of  our  water  power,  give 
great  facilities  to  the  manufacture  of  our  grain  into 
bread  stuffs,  and  for  every  other  branch  of  manufac- 
ture, either  needed  for  the  supply  of  our  citizens,  or 
for  the  employment  of  their  capital. 

Had  Pennsylvania  already  reached  the  full  devel- 
opment of  her  resources,  with  her  present  pecuniary 
responsibilities  weighing  her  down,  we  might  well 
contemplate  our  situation,  with  trembling  solicitude. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.  Throughout  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  her  ample  territory,  there  is  scarcely  a  square 
mile  which  does  not  abound  in  some  or  all  of  the  great 
staples  of  her  mineral  wealth.  Anthracite  and  bitu- 
minous coal,  iron,  marble  and  limestone,  have  been 
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scattered  by  nature  with  a  most  profuse  hand,  and 
have  been  hitherto  worked  barely  enough  to  prove, 
with  what  prodigality  they  have  been  lavished  upon 
us.  The  coal  field  of  our  Commonwealth  embraces 
more  than  one  fifth  of  its  area,  and  more  than  three 
times  as  much  as  belongs  to  entire  Europe.  Con- 
nected with  the  coal,  which  abounds  in  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  have  large  supplies 
of  iron,  almost  in  immediate  contact  with  it.  In  ad- 
dition thereto,  we  have,  within  convenient  distances, 
almost  all  the  other  varieties  of  iron  ore  found  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  The  adaptation  of  anthracite  coal, 
.to  the  smelting  of  iron  ore,  has  been  followed  by  its 
successful  and  profitable  application  in  the  further 
stages  of  the  manufacture  of  the  metal ;  and  that  the 
same  results  will  speedily  follow  from  the  application 
of  bituminous  coal,  may  be  looked  for,  with  almost 
absolute  certaintv.  While  the  iron  manufactured  with 
charcoal,  will  always  be  wanted  for  the  finer  purposes, 
and  the  demand  for  it,  increased  by  the  natural  in- 
crease of  the  population  of  the  country,  that  manu- 
factured from  mineral  coal,  will  be  employed  in  the 
construction  of  railroads,  and  for  innumerable  other 
purposes.  This  discovery  must  stand  as  a  distin- 
guished era  in  the  annals  of  our  Commonwealth.  It 
cannot  fail  to  add  millions  of  dollars  to  her  active  and 
available  capital;  and  will  ere  long  transfer  to  our 
own  citizens  most,  if  not  all  of  the  large  sums  that 
are  now  annuallv  sent  abroad  for  railroad  iron,  and 
other  iron-manufactured  articles.  The  manufacture 
of  these  numerous  and  valuable  commodities  will  not 
only  result  in  enriching  Pennsylvania,  but  will  cut  off 
a  large  item,  in  the  imports  of  this  country,  tend  to 
emancipate  us  from  European  dependence,  enable  our 
sister  States  to  complete  their  railroads  at  a  cheaper 
and  better  rate,  and  strengthen  the  National  Union, 
by  the  strongest  of  all  ties,  that  of  mutual  interest. 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  723 

Nor  is  there  in  Pennsylvania  a  single  class  of  citi- 
zens who  will  not  share  directly  in  the  advantages. 
The  owners  of  coal  and  iron  deposits,  and  those  who 
engage  iti  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  these  produc- 
tions, will  derive  the  first  benefit;  but  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  merchant,  and  every  other  citizen,  will 
feel  immediately,  the  salutary  impulse  which  will  be 
communicated  to  his  own  peculiar  business.  The 
value  of  our  canals  and  railroads  must  be  greatly  en- 
hanced, as  well  as  that  of  all  other  species  of  property. 
With  the  cheap  and  ready  means  w^hich  they  will  af- 
ford for  the  transportation  of  our  various  products 
and  manufactures,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the 
trade  and  business  of  the  State  must  extend  and  in- 
crease with  unexampled  rapidity,  and  by  prudence  and 
good  management  be  perpetuated. 

In  this  gradual  and  certain  development  of  our  re- 
sources may  be  found  abundant  means  to  liquidate 
our  public  debt,  and  to  discharge  every  other  liability, 
that  can  justly  be  cast  upon  the  State.  I  confess  it 
affords  me  peculiar  gratification  to  advert  to  this 
topic,  for  it  shows  most  satisfactorily,  that  though 
this  Commonwealth  has  been  somewhat  in  advance 
of  the  time  in  extending  her  improvement  system  so 
widely  as  she  has  done,  the  people  notwithstanding 
are  destined  at  no  remote  period  to  realize,  most  amply, 
all  the  benefits  it  was  ever  expected  to  produce.  The 
increase  of  our  manufacturs  will  necessarily  tend  to 
afl'ord  additional  sources  of  employment  for  the  la- 
borer, and  furnish  increased  security  against  all  im- 
proper combinations  for  the  reduction  of  wages. 

If  any  just  cause  of  apprehension  has  existed,  from 
the  attempts  of  large  manufacturing  establishments 
to  keep  their  operatives  in  subserviency  in  matters  of 
opinion  and  the  exercise  of  political  rights,  let  the 
evil  be  corrected  under  adequate  penalties.  Let  the 
rearing  up  of  children  in  factories  without  education 
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be  prohibited,  and  the  light  in  learning  and  science 
being  diffused,  as  well  among  the  operatives  as  their 
richer  employers,  the  danger  of  this  influence  will  be 
counteracted  by  shaking  off  the  shackles  of  ignorance 
and  undue  dependence  either  upon  the  information  or 
the  will  of  others.  Then,  instead  of  having  a  class  of 
human  beings  in  a  state  of  vassalage,  we  would  rear 
up  freemen  capable  of  thought  and  reflection,  and  of 
putting  a  proper  estimate  on  that  spirit  of  indepen- 
dence which  influenced  our  forefathers  in  achieving 
our  freedom,  and  which  ought  ever  to  pervade  the  bo- 
soms of  their  descendants  to  the  latest  generation. 

Performing,  as  Pennsylvania  has  always  done  in 
an  unexemplary  manner,  her  duties  as  a  member  of 
the  great  federal  union,  of  which  she  has  not  inaptly 
been  denominated  the  "Keystone,"  we  must  never  for- 
get the  duties  which  we,  as  her  immediate  function- 
aries, owe  to  her  own  interests,  and  the  necessity  of 
advancing  and  sustaining  them  as  far  as  can  be  done, 
without  interfering  with  her  duties  to  the  General 
Government. 

On  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  nothing  is  wanted 
but  a  careful  supervision  of  her  various  interests,  to 
place  this  Commonwealth  on  a  firm  basis  of  pecuniary 
independence.  Whatever  course  other  states  may 
think  proper  to  pursue,  let  it  be  the  j)atriotic  duty  of 
Pennsylvania  to  sustain  and  cherish  every  effort  to 
develop  her  resources,  and  to  advance  her  glory  and 
her  renown.  Vindicate  her  character  for  integrity — 
fulfil  all  her  engagements  faithfully — husband  her  re- 
sources with  economy,  but  not  with  a  false  and  mis- 
taken spirit  of  parsimonious  illib^rality — and  the  fair 
fame  of  Pennsylvania  will  stand  before  the  world  with- 
out spot  or  blemish  to  tarnish  it.  To  maintain  this 
fame  unsullied,  should  be  the  first  and  most  unyield- 
ing duty  of  every  citizen  honored  with  any  station,  in 
which  he  becomes  its  official  guardian.     I  should  deem 
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myself  unworthy  of  the  office,  with  which  the  people 
have  clothed  me,  if  I  proved  recreant  to  this  high  trust. 

By  a  judicious  system  of  laws,  corresponding  with 
the  habits  and  wants  of  our  people,  fostering  and  en- 
couraging enterprize  and  industry,  and  enabling  our 
citizens  to  reap  the  full  reward  of  their  labor  and  per- 
severance, we  shall  fulfil  the  expectations  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  be  the  means  under  Divine  Providence, 
of  perpetuating  the  blessings  which  have  been  so  sig- 
nally showered  upon  us  by  the  Author  of  all  Good. 

The  experience  of  many  years  fortifies  me  in  the  be- 
lief, that  our  greatest  error  in  legislation,  is  that  of 
legislating  too  much.  Our  Legislature  have  been  hold- 
ing one  extra  session  after  another,  and  that,  too,  in 
times  of  profound  peace,  and  when  the  calls  of  patriot- 
ism are  imperiously  made  on  every  public  functionary 
to  diminish,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  pecuniary  bur- 
then under  which  the  State  has  been  laboring.  The 
consequence  has  been,  an  unparalleled  increase  in 
the  legislative  expenses  over  all  other  departments  of 
the  government.  I  can  recommend  no  more  certain 
and  effectual  retrenchment  in  this  matter,  than  short 
sessions;  still  let  the  conduct  of  every  department  of 
the  government  be  thoroughly  scrutinized,  and  let 
no  important  interest  of  the  people  be  neglected. 

The  baneful  practice  of  converting  the  halls  of  legis- 
lation into  an  arena  for  the  display  of  political  gladia- 
tors, which  has  too  long  characterized  the  halls  of  oui 
national  legislature,  is  a  lamentable  departure  from 
the  course  pursued  by  the  band  of  patriots  who  com- 
posed *'the  first  congress;"  and  whose  example,  I  hope, 
for  the  honor  of  our  common  country,  has  not  yet 
been  wholly  forgotten  by  their  successors.  The  per- 
nicious tendency  of  this  practice  of  the  national  legis- 
lature, will  not,  I  trust,  be  extended  to  the  legislatures 
of  their  respective  states;  and  I  am  sure,  I  need 
scarcely  add,  I  have  no  apprehensions  of  its  reaching 
the  Legislature  of  this   Commonwealth.    No   public 
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functionary  who  would  yield  to  its  influence  need  ex- 
pect to  retain  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
views  on  several  subjects  contained  in  my  last  annual 
message.  That  message  being  the  first  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  at  the  commencement  of  a 
session  of  the  Legislature,  I  went  more  into  detail  on 
the  various*  topics  discussed  in  it,  than  I  supposed 
would  be  again  necessary,  with  a  view  to  an  expression 
of  opinion  on  them,  as  well  for  that  occasion,  as  for 
future  reference.  I  therefore  refer  you  to  it  for  my 
recommendations  on  the  subjects  of  reform  of  the 
banking  system,  &c. — the  importance  of  connecting 
and  completing  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  the  dis- 
connected part  of  our  disjointed  and  unfinished  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements, — the  making  of 
prompt  and  ample  provision  for  keeping  the  public 
improvements  in  repair, — the  necessity  of  preserving 
unimpaired  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
promptly  meeting  all  her  pecuniary  engagements, — 
the  necessary  care  and  caution  to  be  exercised  in  cre- 
ating, renewing,  and  supervising  corporations, — the 
subject  of  education,  and  as  connected  with  it,  that  of 
procuring  competent  teachers  and  school  books, — the 
subject  of  the  increase  of  writs  of  error  and  appeals 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  reporting  the  decisions  of 
tliat  court, — the  militia  system,  the  encouragement 
of  volunteers  and  the  reduction  of  militia  trainings  to 
one  day  in  the  year, — the  evasion  of  the  laws  relative 
to  collateral  inheritance  tax — and  the  revision  of  the 
laws  relative  to  the  selecting  and  drawing  of  jurors. 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
the  Legislature,  in  these  and  all  other  measures  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  common  good  of  our  beloved 
Commonwealth. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Jan.  6,  1840. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
the  Twelfth  Judicial  District. 

Gentlemen : 

A  COMMISSION  HAVING  BEEN  GRANTED, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  Anson  V. 
Parsons,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  district,  or  cir- 
cuit consisting  of  the  counties  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon, 
and  Schuylkill,  in  the  room  of  Jas.  M.  Porter,  resigned, 
I  now  nominate  him  to  the  same. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  6, 1841. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  An  Act  to  Incorporate  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Troy,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Bradford. 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  INCORPOR- 
ate  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Troy,  in 
the  county  of  Bradford,"  was  presented  for  my 
approbation  on  the  last  day  of  the  late  session  of  the 
Legislature.  On  the  same  day  I  was  informed  that  a 
mistake  had  occurred  in  the  name  of  the  corporation, 
that  the  intention  was  to  pass  an  act  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  a  Free-will  Baptist  society.  Upon  this  repre- 
sentation made  to  me  by  those  interested,  I  have 
deemed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  regard  the  error  as  an  ob- 
jection to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  and  for  this  rea- 
son, to  return  it  to  the  Senate  where  it  originated. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  7,  1841. 
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To  the  Assembly  with  a  Representation  from  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  to  the  Need  of  a 
Remedy  for  the  Excessive  Amount  of  Business  Im- 
posed upon  Them. 

Gentlemen : 

JN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
herewith  transmit  to  the  Legislature,  copies  of 
their  representation  in  relation  to  the  increase  of 
causes  in  that  Court,  by  which,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  judges,  the  business  has  be- 
gun to  fall  behind. 

The  subject  of  this  communication  is  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  public,  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
it  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  General  Assembly. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  11,  1841. 

DOCUMENT. 

Philadelphia,  January  9,  1841. 

Sir — The  undersigned  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  represent 
to  the  Legislature,  through  the  Executive,  that  the  gradual 
but  steady  increase  of  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
has  hitherto  been  met  by  an  increase  of  time  and  labor,  has 
arrived  at  a  point  which  admits  not  of  a  further  application 
of  these  means;  and  that  even  already,  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  exertion  of  the  judges,  the  business  has  begun  to  fall 
behind.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  principal  purpose  of 
this  tribunal,  is  not  only  to  give  remedy  in  the  particular  in- 
stances, but  to  settle  and  establish  contested  principles  of 
jurisprudence;  and  that  as  all  judgments  are  final,  an  error 
by  it  is  fatal — at. least  irremediable.  Now,  to  avoid  error,  it 
must  proceed  cautiously,  deliberately  and  even  leisurely.  It 
has  for  years  been  compelled  to  proceed  at  a  pace  barely  con- 
sistent with  safety;  and  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  in- 
crease, which  its  utmost  exertions  could  enable  it  to  do  at 
best,  only  for  a  short  time,  would  require  it  to  proceed  in- 
securely. And  after  all,  it  would  fall  behind,  under  the  weight 
of  an  accumulating  burthen.  It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out 
the  mischiefs  of  such  a  state  of  things.    It  would  in  the  end 
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amount  to  a  denial  of  justice;  for  the  number  of  removals 
would  increase  by  the  prospect  of  delay,  and  thus  the  evil 
would  have  the  mischievous  property  of  perpetuating  itself. 

It  is  not  for  the  undersigned  to  suggest  a  remedy.  The 
Legislature  will  doubtless  provide  an  effectual  one;  but  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  be  provided  before  the  court 
is  overwhelmed,  if  it  be  provided  at  all.  The  undersigned 
have  no  expectation  that  anything  which  can  be  done  will  ma- 
terially decrease  the  burthen  of  their  labor.  Under  any  change, 
they  must  be  employed  as  many  days  in  the  year  as  they 
are  at  present;  but  they  wish  for  time  and  deliberation,  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  office,  with  credit 
to  themselves  and  benefit  to  the  Commonwealth.  To  this  end, 
they  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  lay  the  present  com- 
munication before  the  Legislature. 

Very  respectfully,  your 

Excellency's  obedient  servants, 

JOHN   B.    GIBSON, 
MOLTON    C.   ROGERS, 
CHARLES   HUSTON, 
JOHN    KENNEDY, 
THO.   SERGEANT. 
His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  James  Ferguson  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  for  Clearfield  County. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  January  18,  1841. 

Gentlemen :  • 

A  COMMISSION  HAVING  BEEN  GRANTED  BY. 
me,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  James 
Ferguson,  Esq.,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
county  of  Clearfield,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Hugh 
Jordan,  deceased,  I  now  nominate  him  to  the  same. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


73^  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Senate  Nominating  Certain  Persons  to  be 
Associate  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Clarion  County. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  January  23,  1841. 
Gentlemen : 

COMMISSIONS  WERE  GRANTED  BY  ME,  DUR- 
ing  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  Charles  Evans 
and  Christian  Myers,  Esquire,  to  be  Associate 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County 
of  Clarion.     I   now  nominate  them,  respectively,  to 
the  same. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

BY  THE  ACT  OF  THE  IITH  JUNE,  1840,  ENTI- 
tled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  continuing  the  im- 
provements of  the  State,  and  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,''  the  sum  of  |2,405,626 
was  appropriated  towardsi  the  completion  of  the  pub- 
lic works  in  progress,  for  repairing  the  canals  and  rail- 
ways, and  for  other  objects.  The  same  Act  appropri- 
ates the  amount  required  on  the  1st  day  of  August, 
1840,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1841,  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  falling  due 
upon  the  said  days;  the  sum  required  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  1st  August  was  |732,792.66.  The 
Act  also  authorizes  the  Governor  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  aggregate  of  the  ap- 
l)ropriations  thus  made. 

By  the  "Resolutions  providing  for  the  resumption 
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of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  the  3d  day  of  April,  1840,  the  sev- 
eral banks  Avhich  had  suspended  specie  payments  on 
or  since  the  9th  October,  1839,  or  which  should  sus- 
pend on  or  before  the  15th  January,  1841,  were  re- 
quired to  loan  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  a  pro  rata  pro- 
portion to  the  capital  stock  of  each,  within  the  period 
of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  resolutions,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  same 
should  be  appropriated  at  the  session  of  1840,  to  the 
objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  subse- 
quently made  by  the  above  recited  act  of  the  11th  June, 
1840. 

It  is  perceived,  that  the  Governor  was  authorized  to 
supply  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  either  by  ne- 
gociating  a  loan,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  llth  June, 
1840,  or  by  making  a  requisition  upon  the  banks  for 
so  much  of  the  sum  appropriated-  as  they  were  re- 
quired to  loan  by  the  said  resolutions  of  the  3d  April, 
1840. 

To  meet  the  immediate  demands  upon  the  treasury, 
a  requisition,  under  the  resumption  resolutions,  was 
made  upon  the  banks,  on  the  13th  June,  1840,  for  the 
sum  of  11,190,610,  to  be  forthwith  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  the  books  of  the  banks. 

In  answer  to  this  requisition,  the  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burgh, the  Farmers  and  Drovers'  Bank  of  Waynes- 
burg,  the  Honesdale  Bank,  and  the  Franklin  Bank  of 
\Vashington,  stated  that  they  had  not  suspended  spe- 
cie payments,  and  were,  consequently,  not  liable  to 
pay  their  respective  proportions.  The  Girard  Bank 
declined  paying  her  proportion.  A  loan  of  |1,750,- 
000  was  negociated  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  25th  June,  1840,  under  the  Act  of  the  llth 
June,  1840,  on  account  of  her  proportion; — all  the 
other  banks  promptly  complied  with  the  requisition, 
and  placed  the  sums  required  of 'them  respectively  to 
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the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth:  for  which  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  signed  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer,  were  issued,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  reimbursable  in  twenty- 
five  years. 

For  the  balance  required  to  pay  the  appropriations 
made  by  the  Act  of  the  11th  June,  proposals  for  a  per- 
manent loan  were,  on  the  27th  August,  invited,  up 
to  the  25th  September.  No  bids  for  this  loan  were 
received. 

The  only  resource  left  was  a  requisition  upon  the 
banks,  under  the  resumption  resolutionsi,  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  three  millions  required  of  those  institu- 
tions. This  requisition  for  |729,100  was  made  on  the 
30th  September,  on  all  the  banks  except  those  which 
had  alleged  they  had  not  suspended  specie  payments. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  loaned  to  the  Com- 
monwealth on  the  12th  October,  the  sum  of  |60,000, 
the  balance  of  its  proportion  of  three  millions.  The 
Girard  Bank  declined  paying  its  pro  rata. — The  Mon- 
ongahela  Bank  of  Brownsville  and  the  Doylestown 
Bank,  alleged  that  they  had  not  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, and  declined  paying  their  pro  rata,  although 
they  had  paid  the  first  requisition. 

The  other  banks  promptly  placed  the  sums  required 
of  them  to  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the 
times  designated,  for  which  certificates  were  issued  by 
the  proper  officers. 

In  addition  to  which,  individuals  have  taken  of  the 
loan  authorized,  by  the  Act  of  11th  June,  1840,  the 
sum  of  199,687.51. 

By  these  proceedings  the  sum  of  |2,836,697.51  has 
been  receive^  at  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  Act  of  11th  June,  1840, 
viz: 

From  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — 
Loan  of  25th  June,  1840,  .$1,750,000  00 
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Loan     of     12th     October 

1840,    60,000  00 

11,810,000  00 

From  other  Banks  upon  the  requisition 

of  the  13th  June, 860,910  00 

From  other  Banks  upon  the  requisition 

of  the  30th  September,   566,100  00 

Loan  taken  by  individuals  to  amount 

of, 99,687  51 

,836,697  51 


There  is  appropriated  to  the  improve- 
ments of  the  State,  by  Act  of  11th 
June,  (exclusive  of  interest),  the  sum 
of,     12,405,626  00 

Sum  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest 

on  1st  August,  1840,   732,792  66 

13,138,418  66 
Amount  received  as  above  stated,      2,836,697  51 

1301,721  15 

From  which  it  appears  that  there  is  a  balance  of 
$301,721.15  remaining  of  the  loans  authorized  by  the 
Acts  of  last  session,  which  has  not  yet  been  borrowed. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  February  6,  1841. 


734  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Authorize  the 
Pa3anent  of  Certain  Loans  Obtained  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Harrisburg  Bank, 
for  the  Repair  of  the  Huntingdon  Breach.'' 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  ^'AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE 
the  payment  of  certain  loans  obtained  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Harris- 
burg bank,  for  the  repair  of  the  Huntingdon  breach," 
is  herewith  returned,  with  my  objections  to  its  pass- 
age, to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  orig- 
inated. 

The  duty  of  withholding  my  signature  from  Bills 
which  I  cannot  approve,  isi  always  unpleasant,  and  is 
rendered  more  so  in  this  case,  as  a  Bill  of  like  import 
was  returned  by  me  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session, 
with  objections.  Although  this  measure  has  thus  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture at  two  successive  sessions,  I  am  urged  by  an  im- 
perative sense  of  duty  to  reiterate  my  objectionfe  and 
return  the  Bill  for  re-consideration. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  Bill  for  the  payment,  with 
mterest,  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Harrisburg 
Bank,  and  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand 
dollars  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  sums 
were  borrowed  by  the  late  Executive  in  1838,  for  re 
pairing  the  breach  in  the  Juniata  canal,  between  Hunt- 
ingdon and  Hollidaysburg. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  there  is  any  constitutional 
or  legal  claim  against  the  Commonwealth  for  this 
money.  The  equitable  claim  rests  upon  the  evidence 
of  its  faithful  application  to  the  public  purposes  for 
which  it  was  borrowed.  Upon  this  point,  and  for  my 
reasons  in  detail  against  the  passage  of  a  similar  Bill, 
I  respectfully  refer  the  members  of  the  Legislature  to 
my  message  of  the  15th  May,  1840,  when  I  returned 
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the  same  with  objections.     See  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  that  year,  page  687. 

The  money  was  loaned  by  the  banks  without  the  au- 
thority of  law.  It  was  not  received  at  the  Treasury, 
nor  advanced  to  known  agents  of  the  Commonwealth, 
bound  by  themselves  and  sureties  to  account  for  it 
in  the  ordinary  way;  but  it  was  transferred  without 
regard  to  the  law,  to  persons  upon  the  line  of  the  canal, 
and  with  this  very  money  were  perpetrated  the  most 
stupendous  frauds  ever  witnessed  in  the  history  of 
this  government.  And  I  am  asked  to  approve  a  Bill 
which  authorizes  the  payment  of  money  loaned  under 
such  circum.stances,  and  which  makes  no  provision 
whatever  for  charging  the  persons  entrusted  with  its 
disbursement,  so  that  they  may  be  called  upon,  in  like 
manner  as  all  others  who  have  received  public  moneys, 
to  account  in  the  usual  wav  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  expended.  Until  this  be  done  I  can  never 
conscientiously  sanction  any  Bill  of  the  kind. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  February  9,  1841. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  Canal 

Commissioners." 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  ^'AN  ACT  RELATING  TO 
Canal  Commissioners"  has  been  presented  to 
me  for  the  Executive  approbation.  As  I  can- 
not approve  the  Bill,  I  return  it  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  it  originated,  with  my  objections  thereto,  in 
order  to  such  further  action  thereon  as  is  provided  by 
the  Constitution, 

The  Bill  provides  for  the  election  arid  appointment 
of  three  Canal  Commissioners,  to  wit:     the  election 
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of  one  Commissioner  by  the  Senate  and  one  by  tht^ 
House  of  Eepresentatives,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
third  by  the  Governor.  This  mode  of  appointment, 
as  to  any  officers  of  government,  is  novel  and  without 
precedent;  and  I  confess  I  can  see  in  the  system  here 
proposed,  nothing  but  discord  and  -confusion.  It  is 
an  event  to  be  reasonably  expected,  that  different 
parties,  interests  and  combinations  in  each  House,  and 
it  may  be  with  the  Governor,  will  lead  to  frequent  re- 
movals and  changes  of  the  incumbents,  and  thus  our 
improvement  system,  instead  of  being  conducted  as 
it  should  be,  with  consistent  steadiness,  will  be  con- 
stantly undergoing  the  changes  and  experiments  inci- 
dent to  our  daily  political  mutations.  Collisions  will 
take  place  in  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  embarrass- 
ments will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  action  by  the 
minority  of  its  own  members,  and  the  public  interest 
will  be  sacrificed  to  promote  the  objects  of  private  or 
local  or  political  designs.  By  the  appointment  of 
the  Board  by  each  House,  and  by  the  Governor,  nearly 
the  whole  responsibility  is  destroyed.  For  wrongs 
done,  should  they  be  done,  it  will  be  quite  impossible 
to  reach  all  the  delinquents  at  once.  The  adherence 
of  the  Governor  or  of  either  House  to  its  favorite,  will 
place  him  beyond  the  reach  of  popular  opinion,  al- 
though his  associates,  who  are  responsible  to  an  ap- 
pointing power  differently  elected,  may  be  promptly 
dismissed.  The  Governor,  the  Senators  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  are  not  all  elected  at  once,  nor  by 
the  same  constituents.  The  members  of  each  House 
are  the  immediate  representatives  of  detached  portions 
of  the  people,  with  peculiar  local  interests  to  advance, 
all  of  which  must  more  or  less  conflict  with  those  of 
the  State  at  large;  and  although  each  House,  in  the 
aggregate,  no  doubt,  represents  the  people  of  the  whole 
State,  it  is  through  the  medium  of  thirty-three  mem- 
bers in  one,  and  one  hundred  in  the  other.     Respon- 
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sibility  thus  divided,  vanishes  almost  entirely,  and 
ceases  to  aflord  an  adequate  guarantee  to  the  public. 

Should  Commissioners  thus  appointed  be  guilty  of 
official  misconduct,  how  are  they  to  be  punished?  The 
House  impeaches,  and  the  Senate  tries — but  here  the 
House  is  impeaching  an  officer  whom  it  has  itself  just 
confided  in,  and  appointed;  and  the  Senate  is  to  try 
justly  and  impartially,  for  misdemeanors  in  office,  the 
man  whom  it  has  but  a  few  days  before  trusted  and 
honored.  What  a  spectacle  of  absurdity  would  this 
exhibit?  Would  not  combinations  among  the  friends 
of  each  in  the  respective  Houses,  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice,  and  laugh  to  scorn  all  efforts  to  inflict  punish- 
ment? 

The  history  of  all  representative  governments  shows, 
that  although  their  legislatures,  especially  when  nu- 
merous, are  admirably  adapted  to  the  enactment  of 
general  laws,  and  the  promotion  of  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  people,  they  are,  from  the  very  nature  of 
divided  responsibility,  the  most  easily  tampered  with, 
by  political  intriguers  and  demagogues,  in  their  ap- 
pointment of  officers  of  any  other  branch  of  the  gov- 
ernment; and  in  the  selection  of  their  officers,  have 
been  often  made  the  dupes  of  intrigue,  of  venality  and 
of  corruption.  I  beg  you  to  understand  me  as  speak- 
ing in  the  abstract,  and  not  in  regard  to  any  past  or 
future  legislation  in  Pennsylvania.  I  cannot,  however, 
consent  to  forego,  altogether,  the  salutary  lessons  of 
experience.  We  have  no  right  to  expect  entire  ex- 
emption from  evils  that  other  people  have  suffered, 
and  I  am  determined,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to 
share  none  of  the  responsibility  of  introducing  them 
into  Pennsylvania.  If  done  by  others,  theirs  be  the 
honor;  I  want  it  not. 

But  I  am  satisfied  that  neither  agreeably  to  the 
spirit  of  our  Constitution,  nor  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, ought  the  appointment  to  be  vested  in  the 
47— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Legislature.  The  Legislature  have  the  power  of  en- 
acting the  laws  making  the  appropriations  to  purposes 
of  internal  improvement;  and  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  legislation  of  the  Common- 
wealth, has  provided  that  the  disbursement  of  the 
moneys  and  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth should  be  in  the  hands  of  officers,  differ- 
ently appointed,  evidently  to  prevent  combinations  or 
collusion,  or  the  operation  of  the  same  influences  in 
the  appointment  of  each.  To  give  to  the  branches  of 
government  which  appropriate  the  moneys,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  who  are  to  disburse  them, 
would,  in  my  judgment,  tend  to  break  down  the  safe- 
guards provided  by  the  Constitution  in  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  moneys. 

The  Bill  before  me  presentsi  other  difficulties.  The 
Constitution  vests  the  legislative  power  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly;  the  Executive  power  in  a  Governor, 
and  declares  the  duties  of  both.  The  leading  duty 
of  the  former  is  to  enact  laws,  and  of  the  latter,  to  take 
care  that  they  be  faithfully  executed.  To  enable  him 
to  perform  that  duty,  the  Constitution  declares  "he 
shall  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are  established 
by  the  Constitution  or  shall  be  established  by  law, 
and  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided for."  A  plausible  argument  may  be  drawn  from 
the  Bill  before  me,  that  it  establishes  a  mode  of  ap- 
pointment within  the  latter  clause  above  recited:  but 
when  we  look  at  another  part  of  the  Constitution, 
which  declares  that  "no  member  of  the  Senate  or  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  any  office  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,"  it  manifestly  shows  that 
the  people  intended  to  confine  the  principal  duties  of 
their  Representatives  to  direct  legislation.  If  this 
Bill  becomes  a  law,  and  the  principle  extended,  they 
might  fill  all  offices  out  of  their  respective  bodies. 
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which  would  destroy  their  purity,  and  destroy  the  in- 
compatible principle  in  the  Constitution,  which  re- 
strains the  Governor  from  making  appointments  from 
either  House,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  have 
been  elected. 

In  point  of  expediency  I  think  the  Bill  ought  not 
to  become  a  law,  and  this  I  think  is  manifest  from 
our  previous  legislation  on  this  subject. 

Under  the  Acts  of  27th  March,  1824,   11th  April, 

1825,  10th  April,  1826,  and  16th  April,  1827,  the  Canal 
Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Executive.  At 
first  the  Board  consisted  of  three  members; — it  was 
then  increased  to  five;   and  by  the  Act  of  10th  April, 

1826,  it  was  increased  to  nine;  at  which  number  it 
continued  until  18B0.  By  -the  Act  of  16th  April,  1829, 
nine  persons  named  in  the  law,  were  appointed  Canal 
Commissioners,  and  authority  was  given  to  the  Gov- 
ernor to  fill  any  vacancies  which  might  occur  in  the 
Board  from  death,  resignation  or  otherwise. 

On  the  6th  day  of  April,  1830,  in  less  than  a  year 
after  its  passage,  the  Act  of  16th  April,  1829,  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  Governor  was  authorized  to  appoint 
three  persons  as  a  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners: 
public  opinion  having  decidedly  pronounced  against 
the  appointment  by  the  Legislature.  By  the  Act  of 
28th  January,  1886,  the  time  of  appointing  Canal  Com- 
missioners was  changed  from  the  1st  of  June  to  the 
1st  of  February,  and  by  the  provisions  of  that  law, 
the  then  existing  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  were 
legislated  out  of  office  four  months  before  the  expira- 
tion of  their  commissions,  but  no  change  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Commissioners,  or  their  mode  of  appoint- 
ment, was  made.  It  will  be  within  the  recollection  of 
all,  that  the  leading  reasons  assigned  for  the  passage 
of  the  last  mentioned  act  were,  that  it  was  more  prop- 
er that  the  duties  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  should 
be  exercised  by  persons  appointed  by  and  having  the 
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confidence  of  the  Executive,  for  the  time  being,  than 
to  have  the  whole  internal  improvement  system,  un- 
der the  control  and  direction  of  persons,  who  might 
not  harmonize  with  the  Executive  in  opinion,  while 
he  is,  in  a  measure  at  least,  held  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Government. 

Every  set  of  men  have  the  right,  I  "suppose,  to 
change  their  opinions,  when  and  as  often  as  they 
please;  but  I  confess  I  find  some  difficulty  in  keeping 
pace  with  some  of  the  changes  of  modern  times;  for 
what  was  then  right  cannot  now  be  considerably 
wrong. 

There  is  another  and  to  my  mind  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  vesting  the  power  in  the  Legislature,  as  pro- 
vided in  this  Bill;  and  that  is,  the  fact  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  Senate  is  districted  for  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  by  the  Act  of  16th  June,  1836, 
the  political  character  of  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature does  not  correspond  with  that  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  State;  and  it  is  impossible  not  to 
see  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  in  question,  will  be  to 
give  a  political  complexion  to  the  Board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners, different  from  that  of  a  majority  of  the 
people.  The  whole  object  of  the  Bill  is,  to  remove 
from  office  men  holding  one  set  of  political  opinions, 
and  to  appoint  political  opponents  in  their  stead. 
Any  attempt  to  conceal  it  from  the  people  betrays  a 
gross  ignorance  of  their  understanding  and  intelli- 
gence. I  conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  them 
to  speak  thus  plainly  and  explicitly  on  the  subject. 

The  appointing  power  is  the  most  embarrassing 
part  of  the  Executive  duties.  I  have  no  desire  to  in- 
crease its  amount,  nor  even  to  retain  that  which  is 
now  vested  in  the  Governor,  where  it  can  be  safely 
exercised  elsewhere.  If  a  change  is  deemed  essential 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  public  works,  and  that  the 
power  of  appointment  of  Canal  Commissioners  is  not 
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safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  I  have  no  desire 
to  retain  it.  Let  it  go  directly  to  the  whole  people,  at 
their  annual  elections.  ,  The  Legis'lature  will,  at  all 
times,  find  me  ready  to  co-operate  with  them,  in  en- 
abling the  people  to  elect  all  officers,  whose  appoint- 
ment is  not  specially  provided  for  in  the  Constitution; 
but  I  never  can  sanction  a  law  which  takes  away,  not 
only  the  rights  of  the  Executive  but  the  people,  and 
gives  powers  to  the  Legislature  not  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  a  usurpation  of  power  by  the  Legislature,  pregnant 
with  evil.  However  indisposed  I  may  be  to  retain  all 
the  powers  of  the  Executive,  it  is  my  sworn  duty  to 
protect  the  rights  of'  the  people  from  legislative  en- 
croachments, and  I  intend  to  do  it. 

The  issue  is  now  before  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  decision;  and  with  that  decision,  whatever 
it  may  be,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Should  a  ma- 
jority determine  that  I  have  done  wrong  in  refusing 
to  sanction  this  change  in  the  mode  of  appointing 
Canal  Commissioners,  that  this  contemplated  altera- 
tion is  wise,  prudent  and  safe — and  that  better  selec- 
tions would  have  been  made  by  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  than  by  the  people,  or  the  Executive,  they 
can  easily  proclaim  this  opinion,  and  execute  their 
purpose  by  some  other  Executive  agent;  but  if  they 
think  otherwise — if  they  agree  with  me — if  they  can 
see  in  the  proposed  system  only  political  scrambling 
for  office,  discord  and  dissension,  they  will  also  pro- 
nounce that  judgment  for  the  guidance  of  our  future 
course,  and  will  thus  settle  on  a  certain  basis,  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  in 
reference  to  which,  we  now  unfortunately  entertain 
such  conflicting  opinions. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  February  10,  1841. 
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To  the  Assembly  Correcting  an  Error  in  the  Veto 

of  the  Act   Relating   to  Canal   Commissioners. 

• 
Gentlemen : 

IN  MY  OBJECTIONS  TO  THE  BILL  ENTITLED 
"An  Act  relating  to  Canal  Commissioners,"  com- 
municated by  message  to  the  Legislature  on  the 
10th  instant,  a  manifest  error  has  occurred  in  quoting 
from  the  Constitution  in  copying  these  words: 

"fie  shall  appoint  all  officers  whose  offices  are  es- 
tablished by  the  Constitution,  or  shall  be  established 
by  law,  and  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for." 

The  quotation  intended  to  be  embodied  was,  and  is, 
the  first  clause  of  the  8th  section  of  article  6th,  and  is 
in  these  words: 

"All  officers  whose  election  or  appointment  is  not 
provided  for  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  elected  or 
appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by  law." 

Which  error  I  have  to  request  may  be  corrected  be- 
fore printing. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  February  12,  1841. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  etc.,  of  the  Several  Coun- 
ties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harri-sburg,  February  17,  1841. 

1    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges,  from  and  after  the 
27th  day  of  February  instant,  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas,  i&c,  of  the  several  counties  annexed 
to  their  names,  viz: 
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John  Calhoun,  Arms'trong  county. 

William  Long,  Bucks  county. 

John  Murray,  Cambria  county. 

Jesse  Sharp,  Chester  county. 

Joseph  Adams,  Huntingdon  county. 

Samuel  Dale  and  Jacob  Grosh,  of  Lancaster  county, 
the  latter  in  the  room  of  John  Lightner. 

Morris  Longstreth,  Montgomery  county,  in  the  room 
of  Richard  B.  Jones. 

William  P.  W^ilcox  and  Solomon  Sartwell,  Jr., 
M'Kean  county,  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Otto  and  Joel 
Bishop. 

John  Baskin,  Union  county,  in  the  room  of  Adam 
Light. 

Hiram  Hutchinson,  Erie  county,  in  the  room  of  John 
Grubb. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Withdrawing  the  Name  of  the  Asso- 
ciate Judge  Nominated  for  Erie  County  and  Sub- 
stituting that  of  Miron  Hutchison. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  18,  1841. 
Gentlemen: 

AN  ERROR  HAYING  OCCURRED  IN  SPELLING 
the  name  of  the  associate  judge  nominated  for 
Erie  county,  I  hereby  withdraw  the  said  name,and 
nominate  Miron  Hutchison,  to  be  an  associate  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  &c.,  of  said  county 
of  Erie,  from  and  after  the  27th  day  of  February,  in- 
stant, in  the  room  of  John  Grubb. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Fox  to  be  President 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Sev- 
enth Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  25,  1841. 
Gentlemen: 

1    NOMINATE  JOHN  FOX,  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
Bucks,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas,  for  the  seventh  judicial  district, 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Montgomery, 
to  take  effect  from  the  27th  day  of  February,  instant. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Several  Counties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  1,  1841. 
Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  associate  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  counties  annexed  to  their  re- 
spective names,  viz: 

George  Smyser,  Adams  county,  in  the  room  of  Wil- 
liam M'Lean,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  27th 
February  last.     ' 

William  C.  Reynolds,  Luzerne  county,  in  the  room 
of  William  Sterling  Ross,  whose  commission  expired 
on  the  same  day. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Authorizing  the 
QuaUfied  Voters  of  the  City  of  Lancaster  to  Elect 
a  Mayor,  and  Abolishing  the  Mayer's  Court  of  Said 
City." 

Gentlemen: 
T  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE  IN  WHICH  IT  ORIG- 
J[  inated,  the  Bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  to  elect  a 
Mayor,  and  abolishing  the  Mayor's  Court  of  said  city/' 
without  th'3  Executive  approbation,  and  with  my  rea- 
sons for  withholding  the  same. 

To  the  first  four  sections  of  the  Bill,  which  relate  to 
the  election  of  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  by  the 
qualified  voters,  there  can  be  no  objections,  and  had 
the  Bill  contained  no  other  provisions  it  would  have 
been  approved.  The  objections,  however,  to  the  5th 
section,  which  provides  for  the  abolition  of  the  May- 
or's Court,  are  insuperable. 

I  believe  the  provisions  contained  in  this  section 
are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  Lancaster. — This  Is  evidenced  as  well 
by  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  that  city,  on  the  13th  of  February  last,  they 
being  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  city,  so 
far  as  relates  to  its  municipal  regulations  and  internal 
police,  as  by  a  similar  expression  of  sentiment  made 
through  a  city  meeting  convened  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  the  people  as 
to  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  court,  and  the  re- 
monstrance of  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
original  Act  of  incorporation  establishing  the  ccurt, 
was  passed  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  the  then 
borough  of  Lancaster,  on  the  20th  March,  1818, -and  af- 
ter more  than  twenty  years'  experience  the  public  senti- 
ment of  the  citizens  of  the  same  place  has  been  clearly 
expressed,  that  its  provisions  should  remain  un 
changed. 
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Wliea  the  city  was  incorporated  it  contained  a  pop- 
ulation of  about  five  thousand  five  hundred,  it  now 
contains  nearly  nine  thousand  inhabitants.  If  the 
amount  of  population  furnished  evidence  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  court  at  the  time  of  its  constitution, 
there  can  be  no  less  necessity  for  it  now. 

From  the  best  information  obtained  the  jurisdiction 
committed  to  the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster, appears  to  be  in  safe  hands  and  satisfactory 
to  the  people  of  the  city  who  are  chiefly  interested 
therein.  Kor  would  it  appear  that  much  expense 
would  be  saved  to  the  people  of  the  county  by  trans- 
ferring the  criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions. 

When  the  Bill  was  before  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives an  amendment  was  offered  proposing  to  submit 
to  the  qualified  electors  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  at 
the  next  general  election,  the  question  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  said  court. 

This  amendment  was  rejected.  Had  it  prevailed,  I 
should  not  have  withheld  my  sanction  to  the  Bill,  as 
thereby  public  opinion  in  relation  to  the  matter  could 
have  been  satisfactorily  ascertained;  as  the  court  is 
a  local  one  in  which  the  people  of  the  city  are  princi- 
pally interested,  its  abolition  would  unquestionably 
be  a  proper  subject  to  be  given  to  them  for  their  own 
decision. 

There  can  be  no  safer  mode  than  that  of  submitting 
every  question  of  the  kind  to  the  citizens  who  are  to 
be  affected  thereby.  They  are  competent  to  pass  upon 
the  subject,  and  must  know  better  than  any  others 
whether  there  is  a  necessity  for  abolishing  the  court 
in  quesition.  To  take  the  opposite  ground,  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  is  in  effect  to  deny  their  ca- 
pacity for  self-government,  a  doctrine  which  in  this 
enlightened  age  can  never  for  a  moment  be  toler- 
ated. 
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This  proposition  to  submit  the  question  to  a  major- 
ity of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  city  having  been  re- 
jected, I  feel  myself  constrained  to  return  the  Bill 
with  these  my  objections,  that  such  further  action  may 
be  had  thereon  as  is  provided  by  the  Constitution. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  March  2,  1841. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  Keller  to  be  an  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Monroe  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  6,  1841. 
Gentlemen: 

1    NOMINATE   JOSEPH   KELLER,   OF   MONROE 
county,  to  be  an  associate  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  said  county,  in  the  room  of  the 
Hon.  Jacob  Brown,  deceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Giving  Certain  Information  Regarding 
Vacancies  in  the  Office  of  Associate  Judge. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  6,  1841. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  RESOLUTION  OF 
the  Senate,  of  yesterday,  requesting  information 
as  to  ''when  and  how"  certain  vacancies  occurred 
.  in  the  office  of  associate  judge,  for  which  nominations 
were  made  by  me,  I  submit  the  following  statement: 
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The  commissionsi  of  William  Long  of  Bucks  county, 
John  Murray  of  Cambria  county,  Jesse  Sharp  of  Ches- 
ter county,  and  Joseph  Adams  of  Huntingdon  coun- 
ty, expired  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1841,  accord- 
ing to  the  classification  made  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
entitled  "An  act  to  classify  the  Associate  Judges  of 
the  State,"  passed  the  6th  of  June,  A.  D.  1839. 

John  Calhoun  was  commissioned  on  the  20th  of 
March,  A.  D.  1840,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Joseph  Kankin,  whose  commission  would  have  ex- 
pired according  to  the  classification  of  the  Act  above 
recited,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1841. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Withdrawing  from  Nomination  the 
Name  of  John  Fox  as  President  Judge  of  the  Sev- 
enth Judicial  District. 

Executive  Departmentj 
Harrisburg,  March  9,  1841. 

Gentlemen: 

I     WITHDRAW    THE    NOMINATION    OF    JOHN 
Fox,  as  President  Judge  of  the  seventh  judicial 
district,  having  been  requested  so  to  do  by  the 
nominee. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Withdrawing  from  Nomination  the 
Name  of  John  Calhoun  as  Associate  Judge  of  Arm- 
trong  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  12,  1841. 
Gentlemen: 

I    WITHDRAW   THE   NOMINATION,   MADE   BY 
me  on  the  17th  day  of  February  la»t,  of  John  Cal- 
houn, to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the  county  of 
Armstrong. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Several  Counties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  15,  1841. 
Gentlemen : 

I    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  counties  annexed  to  their  names, 
viz: 
Joseph  Engle,  Delaware  county. 
Abraham  Goodwin,  Bradford  county. 
Oilman  Merrill,  Warren  county. 
George  Chorpenning  and  John  M'Carty,  Somerset 
county. 

John    Thomas    and    Thomas    Taggart,    Lycoming 
county. 

Matthias  S.  Richards,  Berks  county. 
James  Winslow,  Jefferson  county. 
John  Patton,  Clearfield  county. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER 
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To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Document  upon  the 
English  Educational  System. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,   March  16,   1841. 
Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  MR.  FREDERICK  A. 
Packard,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  lately  visited 
England  and  examined  the  system  of  education 
adopted  in  that  kingdom,  an  interesting  communica- 
tion, relating  principally  to  the  best  means  of  secur- 
ing an  adequate  number  of  teachers  of  common 
schools,  the  best  method  of  communicating  moral,  in- 
tellectual and  physical  instruction  in  those  schools, 
and  the  best  means  of  governing  them. 

As  this  communication  contains  valuable  informa- 
tion, collected  by  an  intelligent  citizen,  upon  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest  to  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, I  have  thought  it  proper  to  transmit,  here- 
with, copies  thereof,  to  the  General  Assembly,  for 
their  consideration,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  in- 
formation thus  gratuitously  collected,  may  be  gen- 
erally disseminated. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Thomas  Burnside  to  be 
President  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District. 

•     Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  17,  1841. 
Gentlemen: 

1     NOMINATE    THOMAS    BURNSIDE,    OF    THE 
county  of  Centre,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the 
seventh  judicial  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Bucks  and  Montgomery. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER.     . 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Plea^  of  Fayette  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  20,  1841. 


I 


Gentlemen : 
NOMINATE  ROBERT  BOYD  AND  ELI  ABRAMS 

to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Fayette  county. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Harrisburg  Water 

Works. 

Executive  Department, 
Parrisburg,  March  22,  1841. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  A  COMMUNICATION  FROM 
the  watering  committee  of  the  borough  of  Har- 
risburg, from  which  it  appears  that  the  expenses 
of  erecting  works  for  supplying  the  borough  with 
water,  and  of  introducing  the  same  into  the  Halls  of 
the  Capitol,  have  exceeded  the  estimates  of  the  town 
council,  and  proposing  to  enter  into  contract  with  the 
Commonwealth  for  supplying  the  public  buildings 
with  water  for  such  sum,  in  addition  to  the  amount  au- 
thorized by  the  Act  of  28th  April,  1840,  as  will  be 
just  and  reasonable. — Copies  of  this  communication 
are  herewith  transmitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  beauty,  strength  and  sufficiency  of  the  Harris- 
burg Water  Works,  bear  highly  creditable  testimony 
to  the  energy  and  enterprize  of  the  town  council,  repre- 
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senting  the  people  of  the  borough.  The  security  to 
the  Capitol,  and  adjacent  buildings,  and  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  which  these  works  afford,  are  in  my  opinion, 
a  full  compensation  for  a  liberal  annual  allowance, 
which  will,  I  trust,  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Several  Counties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  24,  1841. 

Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  the  countiesi  annexed  to  their  names, 
viz: 

James    Bell,    and    John   Moorhead,   Westmoreland 
county;   George  Dare,  York  county. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to 
the  Disbursement  of  Money  for  the  Repair  of  the 
Huntingdon  Breach. 

Gentlemen: 

1    RET  URN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives  the  resolution  entitled  "Resolution  relative 
to  the  disbursement  of  money  for  the  repair  of  the 
Huntingdon  breach,"  with  a  brief  statement  of  the 
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reasons  which  render  it  my  duty  to  withhold  my  ap- 
probation of  the  same.  Having  on  the  loth  of  May, 
1840,  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  interpose  objections 
against  the  passage  of  a  law  on  the  same  subject,  I 
need  hardly  say  more  now  than  to  refer  to  my  mes- 
sage of  that  date,  upon  your  Journals,  for  the  facts 
ascertained  by  proof  in  regard  to  it,  none  of  which,  so 
far  as  I  know,  have  been  contradicted  or  disproved, 
and  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating  what  appear 
to  me  to  be  insurmountable  objections  to  the  mode  of 
settlement  proposed  in  the  resolutions  under  consider- 
ation. 

The  joint  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Speak- 
ers of  the  two  Houses  to  settle  the  accounts  referred 
to  in  the  resolutions,  is  to  be  invested  not  merely  with 
the  ordinary  power  of  investigating  and  reporting  on 
the  subject,  but  with  the  anomalous  power  of  acting 
in  a  judicial  capacity,  and  of  reporting  to  the  Auditor 
General,  instead  of  the  Legislature. 

I  am  not  aware  that  such  a  power  ever  was  con- 
ferred on  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  as  it  seems  to  me  to  be  both  inexpedient 
and  dangerous,  I  cannot  lend  it  my  sanction.  Investi- 
gating committees  of  the  Legislature,  however  re- 
spectable and  honestly  disposed,  do  not  seem  to  be  fit 
repositories  for  judicial  power.  They  cannot,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  be  so  familiar  with  the  law  as  judges 
ought  to  be,  nor  do  their  official  avocations  admit  of 
that  coolness  of  reflection  and  consideration,  that 
should  be  bestowed  on  subjects  in  nowise  connected 
with  mere  legislation,  but  exclusively  relating  to  the 
administration  of  the  laws.  If  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature can  be  appointed  on  committees  to  investigate 
subject 9  of  this  nature,  and  to  make  reports  to  the 
Auditor  General,  which  he  is  to  regard  without  ex- 
amination  or   responsibility,   why  not   in   process  of 

time  appoint  similar  committees  to  report  decisions 
48— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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to  our  courts,  and  to  all  other  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment? No  one  can  foresee  where  this  innovation 
will  end,  nor  to  what  purposes  of  injustice  it  may  be 
hereafter  applied.  It  is  not  supposed  to  be  so  in- 
tended in  this  case;  I  am  only  referring  to  what  may 
very  readily  be  its  future  abuse.  If  this  practice  is 
introduced  into  this  Commonwealth,  it  will  be  with- 
out my  sanction. 

The  accounts  are  to  be  settled  on  "just  and  equit- 
able" principles,  but  upon  the  vouchers,  &c.,  produced 
by  the  accountants.  This  of  course  precludes  all  in- 
quiry into  the  facts  touching  the  nature  and  validity 
of  those  vouchers,  and  opens  the  door  wide  for  the 
escape  of  those  who  have,  as  has  been  proven,  perpe- 
trated or  countenanced  the  perpetration  of  gross 
frauds'  on  the  Commonwealth.  This  mode  of  settling 
these  accounts,  I  never  can  approve,  and  I  most  dis- 
tinctly asserted  this  determination  to  the  Legislature, 
in  the  message  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 
Nothing  has  occurred  to  justify  a  change  in  this  de- 
termination, and  no  one  can  reasonably  suppose  that 
I  would,  without  such  justification,  approve  a  mea- 
sure that  would  change  it  in  all  material  respects. 

Another  objection  of  considerable  weight,  is  the  fact, 
that  an  appeal  is  only  given  to  the  accountants  in  case 
they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  settlement  made  upon 
their  own  "vouchers  and  evidences,"  produced  by  them- 
selves. The  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  secured  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  most  abject  criminal  of  the  land; 
yet  in  the  resolutions  before  me,  the  Commonwealth  is 
denied  the  right  of  appeal.  What  is  there  in  the  con- 
duct or  services  of  those  persons  so  singularly  mer- 
itorious as  to  require  that  they  or  the  settlement  of 
their  accounts  should  be  removed  bevond  the  reach 
of  an  investigation  before  the  ordinary  tribunals  of 
the  country;  and  that  one  so  novel  in  its  character 
should  be  created  specially  for  the  adjudication  of 
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tlii'ii'  case,  and  withholding  from  the  adverse  party  the 
right  of  a  trial  by  jury,  on  an  appeal? 

The  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  a  certain 
emergency,  procured  from  certain  banks,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  a  sum  of  money  to  repair  a  breach  on 
the  public  improvements.  The  money  isi  alleged  to 
have  been  paid  out  to  certain  agents  or  officers  on  the 
canal;  and  as  it  was  not  paid  through  the  treasurer, 
there  is  no  evidence  on  the  books  of  that  department 
of  who  got  the  money  or  what  became  of  it.  Is  there 
any  thing  unreasonable  or  wrong  in  the  opening  of 
accounts  and  charging  this  money  to  whoever  may 
have  received  it,  and  authorizing  the  officer  of  the  ac- 
countant department  to  call  on  them  in  the  usual  man- 
ner to  show  what  has  been  done  with  the  money  paid 
to  them?  From  the  decision  of  that  officer,  every  ac- 
countant has,  by  the  existing  laws",  the  right  to  ap- 
peal to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county. 
That  appeal  is  obtained  as  readily  as  from  the  judg- 
ment of  a  justice  of  the  peace;  and  either  party  can 
carry  it  to  the  court  of  the  last  resort. 

In  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  9th  of  February  last,  I  distinctly  informed  the  Leg- 
islature that  I  never  could  conscientiously  sanction 
any  bill  which  had  for  its  object  the  release  of  those 
persons  from  all  accountability  for  the  expenditure 
of  that  money.  I  am  as  sincerely  anxious  as  any  one 
that  the  money  should  be  repaid  to  the  banks  from 
which  it  was  procured;  and  whenever  the  Legislature 
shall  deem  it  right  to  authorize  the  charging  of  the 
money  to  the  persons  entrusted  with  its  disbursement, 
there  can  be  no  further  objection  to  its  repayment; 
and  to  a  law  having  this  end  properly  secured,  it  will 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  give  my  approbation. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamjber,  Harrisburg,  March  27,  184L 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  K.  Findlay  to  be 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  Lancaster. 

* 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  March  30,  1841. 

Gentlemen: 

1    NOMINATE   JOHN  K.   FINDLAY,   TO   BE  EE- 
corder  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  in  the  room  of 
i'atton  Ross,  whose  term  of  office  expired  on  the 
27th  day  of  February  last. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  George  W.  Woodward 
to  be  President  Judge  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrlsburg,  March  30,  1841. 

Gentlemen : 

INOxMINATE    GEORGE   W.   WOODWARD,   OF 
the  county  of  Luzerne,  to  be  President  Judge  of 
the  fourth  judicial  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Huntingdon,  Mifflin,  Centre,  Clearfield  and  Clin- 
ton. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Enable  the 
Owners  of  Certain  Marsh  Meadow  Lands  in  the 
County  of  Delaware,  to  Erect  a  Cross  Bank  and  for 
Other  Purposes,"  including  certain  Legislation  for 
the  Chester  County  Prison. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE 
the  owners  of  certain  marsh  meadow  lands  in 
the  township  of  Kingsessing,  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  the  township  of  Tinicum,  in  the 
county  of  Delaware  to  erect  a  cross  bank  to  protect  said 
lands  from  inundation,  and  for  other  purposes,''  hav- 
ing received  at  my  hands  proper  consideration,  I  have 
directed  it  to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  which  it  originated,  withholding  my  approba- 
tion, for  reasons  which  I  shall  briefly  assign. 

My  objections  are  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
changes  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the 
first  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1839,  entitled  "An  act  re- 
lating to  the  prison  of  the  county  of  Chester.'' 

That  Act,  in  consequence  of  the  prison  being  unfin- 
ished, did  not  go  into  operation  till  some  time  in  April, 
1840.  Less  than  a  year,  therefore,  has  elapsed  since 
the  experiment  of  the  new  system  provided  for  by  the 
law  commenced,  and  sufiicient  time  has  not  been  al- 
lowed to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  So  far,  however,  as  the 
operations  of  the  law  have  been  tested,  the  result  ap- 
pears to  have  been  satisfactory.  No  complaint  has 
been  made  by  the  official  visitors  of  the  prison,  resid- 
ing within  the  county  of  Chester;  and  if  defect  ex- 
isted, it  could  scarcely  have  escaped  the  observation 
of  some  of  them.  They  consist  of  the  Deputy  Attor- 
ney General,  the  judges  of  the  courts,  the  grand  juries, 
the  commissioners  and  the  sheriff.     On  the  contrary 
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the  grand  jury  in  their  report  at  the  last  February 
term,  declared,  unanimously,  their  satisfaction  with 
the  institution,  under  existing  regulations. 

The  provisions  of  the  Bill,  giving  to  the  commission- 
ers of  the  county  the  appointment  of  a  majority  of  the 
inspectors,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  unnecessary  change 
and  highly  objectionable.     It  unquestionably  hurls  the 
whole  establishment  into  the  vortex  of  politics,  and 
tends  to  render  its  management  unstable.     The  un- 
sparing proscription  of  party  may  be  brought  to  op- 
erate upon  it.     This  ought  to  be  most  specially  guard- 
ed against.     The  keeper  may  be  changed  by  every  an- 
nual election,  and  the  important  and  delicate  duties 
devolving  on  that  officer,  which  require  peculiar  quali- 
fications and  time  for  some  experience,  may  rarely  be 
acquired.      The    efficiency   of  the  system  mainly  de- 
pends   upon  him.     Its  success  and  beneficial   opera- 
tions may  be  jeopardized  or  prevented  by  subjecting 
him  to  the  fluctuations  of  party.     His  official  connec- 
tion with  the  prison  should  depend  exclusively  on  his 
fitness  for  the  station,  and  not  upon  his  politics.     If 
there  is  any  one  officer  concerned  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  whose  tenure  should  be  wholly  independent 
of  the  fluctuations  of  political  opinion,  it  is  the  keeper 
of  a  public  prison.     The  appointment  of  a  majority  of 
the  inspectors  is  much  better  vested  in  the  judges  of 
the  court,  as  is  the  case  under  the  xA.ct  of  1st  Febru- 
ary, 1839,  whose  duties  require  them  to  administer 
criminal  justice,  and  who  are  thus  brought  by  their 
station,  in  close  connection  with  the  subject  of  prison 
discipline.     Their   vigilance  is  likely  to  be  quite  as 
sharp  and  active  at  least,  as  that  of  the  commission- 
ers.    Their  appointments  will  partake  of  the  stability 
of  their  own  tenure,  and  will  be  made  in  the  indepen- 
dent and  impartial  spirit  that  belongs  to  the  judicial 
station. 
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That  feature  of  the  Bill  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  keeper  by  the  inspectors,  and  an  under- 
keeper  by  the  court,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  latter 
officer  on  request  of  the  inspectors,  is  also  objection- 
able; for  it  makes  the  under-keeper,  in  a  measure,  in- 
dependent of  the  keeper,  who  is  intended  by  the  law 
to  have  the  principal  charge  of  the  institution,  and  is 
calculated  to  produce  confusion  and  conflict  of  author- 
ity, where  all  should  be  order  and  subordination.  It 
divides  the  responsibility  of  the  management,  and  ren- 
ders a  defective  administration  of  the  rules  of  the 
prison  more  difficult  to  remedy.  It  is  calculated  also, 
to  create  unpleasant  feelings  between  the  inspectors 
and  the  court,  who  may  be  required  to  remove  an  offi- 
cer of  their  own  appointment,  without  an  allegation 
of  a  fault,  and  that  as  often  as  whim,  caprice,  or  po- 
litical dislike  may  prompt. 

The  section  declaring  that  the  original  Act  shall  not 
be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  inspectors  from 
choosing  the  sheriff  as  keeper  of  the  prison,  appears 
to  me  to  be  highly  injudicious;  for  the  duties  required 
by  the  law  cannot  be  performed  by  the  sheriff.  His 
business  often  and  necessarily  requires  his  presence 
in  distant  parts  of  the  county,  for  several  consecutive 
days,  and  is  quite  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  at- 
tention and  mind  of  any  one  man.  To  make  the  sher- 
iff a  ket^per,  would  be  to  add  to  his  emoluments,  with- 
out deriving  from  him  any  additional  services.  The 
same  number  of  officers  would  be  required  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  prison  that  now  are,  independently  of  . 
the  sheriff,  and  the  expenses  therefor  would  be  in- 
creased. In  a  matter  in  which  economv  is  so  desir- 
able,  this  is  an  important  consideration.  It  may  be 
said,  however,  that  the  bill  does  not  require  the  sheriff 
to  be  appointed  keeper,  but  leaves  it  optional  with  the 
inspectors.  But  why  confer  the  power,  if  its  exercise 
would  be  improper? 
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The  Moyamensing  prison  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, the  board  of  inspectors  of  which,  though  greater 
in  number,  are  appointed  in  a  manner  nearly  similar 
to  those  of  the  Chester  County  prison,  furnishes  an 
example  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  in  passing 
the  original  Act  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  latter 
prison.  In  the  former  prison,  the  system  now  in 
force  in  the  latter,  has  had  the  test  of  time,  and  has 
been  found  to  be  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  altogether, 
unexceptionable. 

From  an  impartial  consideration  of  all  the  facts, 
I  have  satisfied  my  mind,  At  least,  that,  until  the  sys- 
tem provided  for  by  the  original  Act  has  had  the  full 
test  of  experience,  further  legislation  on  the  subject 
may  be  prudently  dispensed  with.  I  cannot  perceive 
that,  at  this  time,  there  exists  any  pressing  necessity, 
on  the  score  of  economy  or  otherwise,  for  modifications 
of  the  orginal  Act. 

DAVID  R.  PORTEK. 

Harrisburg,  April  2,  1841. 
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To  the  Assembly  Announcing  the  Death  of  WiUiam 
Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the  United  States. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  April  5,   1841. 

Gentlemen: 

INTELLIGENCE   HAS  BEEN  RECEIVED  THAT 
WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  President  of  the 
United  States,  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature.     He 
departed  this  life  at  the  President's  House,  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  on  yesterday  morning. 

The  public  services  and  the  private  worth  of  this  dis- 
tinguished citizen,  who  had  just  been  elevated  to  the 
highest  station  in  the  republic,  call  upon  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth^  on  behalf  of  our 
common  constituents,  for  the  appropriate  testimony 
of  public  feeling  which  are  inspired  by  this  melan- 
choly event. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Proceedings  in  Re- 
lation to  the  Death  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen : 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  JOURNALS  OF  BOTH 
Houses  of  the  Legislature,  containing  their  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  death  of  William  H. 
Harrison,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  have 


^(^2  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

been  forwarded  agreeably  to  your  request,  in  a  letter 
to  his  family,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  8,  1841. 


To  the  Family  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  Late 
President  of  the  United  States,  Transmitting  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  President's  Death. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  April  7,  1841. 

To  the  Family  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  Late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

IMPRESSED  WITH  FEELINGS  OF  THE  DEEP- 
est  sorrow  by  the  bereavement  which  has  deprived 
the  family  of  the  late  President  of  a  kind,  indul- 
gent and  affectionate  husband  and  father,  and  the  Na- 
tion of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  .citizens,  I  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  repre- 
senting the  freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  enclose  their  proceedings,  adopted  upon 
receiving  the  intelligence  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  no  more. 

The  heavy  loss  which,  by  this  dispensation  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  has  fallen  upon  the  family  of  the  late 
President  is  mitigated,  so  far  as  by  human  means  it 
can  be  mitigated,  by  the  condolence  and  sympathy 
of  the  whole  Nation  in  which  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth with  one  accord  unite. 

Trusting  that  you  will  be  sustained  under  the  weight 
of  this  affliction  by  the  hopes  and  consolations  that 
spring  from  entire  reliance  upon  our  Almighty  Father, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To   the   Assembly   Vetoing    ''An   Act    Relating   to 
Banks,  and  to  Provide  for  the  Better  Government 
Thereof." 
Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  RELATING  TO 
Banks,  and  to  provide  for  the  better  government 
thereof/'  is  herewith  returned  to  the  Senate,  in 
which  it  originated,  without  the  Executive  approba- 
tion, and  with  tlie  following  reasons  why  that  sanc- 
tion is  withheld. 

This  Bill  relates  to  a  subject  of  deep  and  universal 
interest  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania;  and  to  its  con- 
sideration I  have  brought  all  the  energies  of  my  mind, 
and  all  the  lights  that  an  experience  of  upwards  of 
half  a  century  has  furnished.  I  cannot  persuade  my- 
self that  duty  or  patriotism  would  justify  my  sanction 
of  its  provisions.  Some  things  contained  in  it  I  would 
gladly  approve,  but  I  cannot  believe  that  the  penal- 
ties imposed  on  the  banks,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth,  ought  to  be  repealed  or 
that  the  issue  of  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
dollars  b^^  the  banks,  to  an  amount  of  six  millions  of 
dollars,  for  the  term  of  five  vears  should  be  author- 
ized. 

It  would  be  useless  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  derangement  and 
embarrassment  of  our  monetary  affairs.  It  is  enough 
to  know  that  they  exist,  and  that  our  banking  insti- 
tutions, generally,  have  been  unable  to  meet  their  en- 
gagements. We  have  had  three  bank  suspensions  in 
less  than  four  years.  The  result  is  an  almost  entire 
destruction  of  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  our  bank- 
ing institutions.  The  intimate  connection  existing 
between  our  banks  has  involved  all  in  one  common 
fate.  Those  conducted  with  prudence  and  care,  are 
suffering  from  the  misconduct  of  others.  That  there 
are  some  great  and  cardinal  errors  in  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting our  banking  operations,  must  be  obvious  to 
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all,  or  those  things  would  not  occur  so  frequently  as 
they  have  done.  The  public  will,  seeking  the  public 
good,  hasi  required  that  these  errors  should  be  cor- 
rected. That  correction,  all  must  be  aware,  cannot 
take  place  at  any  time,  without  cases  of  individual 
suffering  and  hardship.  These  are  to  be  regretted, 
but  yet  they  ought  not  to  prevent  the  correction  of 
greater  evils  to  the  public  at  large.  The  indulgence 
given  to  the  banks  by  the  resolution  passed  on  the  3d 
day  of  April,  1840,  which  suspended  existing  penalties 
for  not  meeting  their  engagement  until  the  15th  Janu- 
ary last,  it  was  hoped  would  have  enabled  them  then 
fully  to  resume.  When  1  approved  thos'e  resolutions, 
I  believed  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  banks  and  the 
people  some  time  to  meet  their  engagements.  That 
given,  however,  was  greater  than  I  then  apprehended 
to  be  necessary,  or  exactly  satisfactory  to  the  public. 
But  as  it  was  a  mere  question  of  expediency  as  to 
time,  I  yielded  my  assent,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
having  no  legislation  on  the  subject.  The  indulgence 
thus  given,  was  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  extraordinary 
forbearance,  and  the  public  fully  expected  that  at  the 
time  appointed,  the  banks  would  be  fully  able  to  meet 
their  engagements.  Such  were  most  certainly  my  own 
expectations.  Those  expectations  unfortunately  have 
proved  to  be  groundless.  The  banks  are  now  in  a 
state  of  general  suspension,  and  this  bill  is  designed 
by  the  Legislature  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  a  re- 
lief to  the  community.  Let  us  examine  how  far  it 
seems  likely  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  principal  features  of  it  are,  that  it  repeals  ab- 
solutely and  unconditionally,  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures to  which  the  banks  of  this  Commonwealth  are 
subject  for  the  non-payment  of  their  liabilities  on  de- 
mand, and  rendersi  the  banks  liable,  as  natural  persons 
or  individuals  are,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  payment  of  their  bills,  notes  and 
other  liabilities;  and  also,  that  it  authorizes  the  banks 
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for  the  term  of  five  years  after  the  passage  of  this  Act, 
to  issue,  circulate,  and  receive  bills  or  notes  of  the  de- 
nomination of  one,  two  and  three  dollars,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  cap- 
ital actually  paid  in.  It  also  provides  sundry  regula- 
tions, and  imposes  certain  restrictions  upon  the  banks. 
Some  of  these  restrictions  and  regulations  are  wise 
and  salutary,  but  many  of  them  are,  in  my  opinion,  cal- 
culated to  produce  far  more  mischief  than  good. 

In  relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, and  placing  the  banks  on  the  same  footing 
of  natural  persons,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  bill  is  pe- 
culiarly objectionable  in  several  material  respects. 
It  prescribes  no  time  when  the  repeal  shall  cease  to 
be  operative,  and  it  saves  none  of  the  special  provi- 
sions of  the  law  under  which,  independent  of  the  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  to  which  the  banks  are  subject, 
they  may  be  required  to  pay  their  liabilities.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  have  been  far  better,  if  any  law  of 
this  nature  is  to  pass  at  all,  instead  of  repealing  abso- 
lutely the  penalties  and  forfeitures,  to  suspend  the 
law  imposing  them  for  some  definite  period  of  time. 
They  would  then,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  again 
take  effect  without  any  positive  legislation  upon  the 
subject.  But  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,, 
they  are  repealed  forever.  Should  subsequent  events 
require  their  re-enactment,  we  might  be  met  with  the 
objection,  that  the  charters  are  inviolate;  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  in  question,  when  accepted,  became 
part  of  the  same,  and  that  the  Legislature  possess  no 
power  to  re-inf orce  the  existing  penalties  so  taken  oft\ 

Great  caution  should  be  exercised  in  the  passage  of 
laws  affecting  corporations  or  private  rights,  and  pri- 
vate remedies  in  regard  to  them.  Corporations  being 
creatures  of  the  law,  and  acting  only  by  its  express 
authority,  and  being  responsible  only  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  law,  may,  by  a  hasty  and  inconsid- 
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erate  alteration  of  the  law,  the  whole  operaticm  of 
which  was  not  foreseen  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  be 
ruinously  crippled  in  their  actions,  or  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  citizens  who  may  have  dealings  with 
them,  or  demands  upon  them.  There  are  so  many  dif- 
ferent modes  in  which  the  banks  of  this  Common- 
wealth are  connected  with  the  general  interests  of 
the  community,  and  there  are  so  many  legal  provisions 
regulating  that  connection,  that  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  an  extremely  hazardous  experiment  to  say,  that 
so  far  as  respects  demands  against  them  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity,  they  shall  be  repealed,  and  the  banks 
be  placed  on  the  footing  of  natural  persons  or  individ- 
uals. At  the  first  glance  it  appears  to  be  plausible, 
but  it  may  result  in  a  manner  very  prejudicial  to  the 
community,  or  to  the  banks,  or  possibly  to  both.  With 
out  tracing  its  operations  further,  it  would  relieve  the 
banks  from  a  serious  inconvenience  in  giving  bail  on 
suits  brought,  and  on  appeals  from  awards  obtained 
against  them;  although  the  popular  impression  is,  that 
it  would  free  them  from  no  such  liability.  There  may 
be  other  changes  which  it  would  effect,  but  I  shall  not 
occupy  any  time  in  following  them  out.  It  would 
have  been  perfectly  convenient  to  have  simply  pro- 
vided on  this  subject,  that  so  much  of  any  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  as  relates  to  penalties  imposed  upon 
the  banks,  or  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters,  should 
have  been  suspended,  leaving  all  the  other  laws  for 
enforcing  demands  against  them  untouched.  Then 
all  the  questions  that  can  relate  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  law,  for  the  collection  of  demands  against  the 
banks,  would  have  been  provided  for,  and  it  w^ould 
have  been  known  precisely  what  the  condition  of  the 
banks  was;  but  not  so  under  this  law  which  places 
them  in  the  same  general  class  with  natural  persons 
or  individuals. 

So  far  as    respects  'the  authority  given  to  the  banks 
to  issue   and  circulate  notes  under  the  denominatior 
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of  five  dollars,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  annual 
messages  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  last  year 
and  to  the  present  Legislature,  for  my  general  views. 
The  untoward  circumstances  which  have  placed  the 
banks  of  this  Commonwealth  in  their  present  situa- 
tion, are  to  be  deeply  regretted,  and  in  no  particular 
more  so,  than  in  the  embarrassments  thereby  created, 
in  procuring  small  sums  for  the  common  purposes  of 
change  among  the  citizens  in  their  various  transac- 
tions. These  embarrassments  are,  undoubtedly,  in 
many  instances,  a  severe  hardship  upon  the  community, 
but  the  question  presented  for  consideration  is, 
*  whether  this  mode  of  relief  would  not,  in  the  end,  be 
more  injurious  to. the  community  than  the  temporary 
inconvenience  they  now  suffer.  This  provision  would 
authorize  the  issue  and  circulation  of  bank  notes  for 
less  than  five  dollars,  to  the  amount  of  six  millions 
of  dollars  and  upwards,  and  we  might  then  well  de- 
spair of  seeing  a  dollar  in  specie  in  circulation. 

Whatever  arguments  might  be^  adduced  in  favor  ol 
a  limited  amount  of  small  notes,  for  a  short  period,  to 
aid  in  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  the  force  of 
which  has  not  been  conclusive  upon  my  mind,  the 
amount  authorized  by  this  bill,  and  the  period  of  time 
during  which  they  are  permitted,  are,  in  my  judgment, 
greater  than  can  be  required  by  the  exigency  of  the 
occasion,  or  than  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
would  willingly  tolerate.  The  latter  part  of  the  same 
section,  too,  for  the  first  time  in  the  legislation  of 
Pennsylvania,  expressly  sanctions  the  issue  of  post 
notes.  No  portion  of  our  citizens,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  informed,  have  asked  this  at  the  hands  of  the 
Legislature;  and  the  policy  of  issuing  them  by  the 
banks,  has  been  more  than  rendered  doubtful  by  the 
exi>erience  of  past  years,  and  has  been  loudly  repro- 
bated. 

I  have  already  stated,  that  the  regulations  and  re- 
strictions  imposed   upon   the  banks,    were,    some   of 
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them,  wise  and  salutary,  and  I  shall  confine  my  notice 
only  to  some  of  the  principal  ones  which  I  consider 
peculiarly  objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  this  bill 
provides  that  the  directors  of  any  bank,  individually 
or  collectively,  shall  not  contract  any  liabilities  to  the 
bank  exceeding  certain  limits;  that  is,  when  the  cap- 
ital stock  actually  paid  in  does  not  exceed  |250,000, 
the  amount  of  such  liability  shall  not  exceed  the  ont?- 
sixth  part  of  the  aggregate  loans  of  such  bank;  and 
proceedings  to  provide,  that  as  the  capital  of  each 
bank  increases  in  amount,  the  relative  proportion  of 
liabilities  shall  also  be  increased.  At  a  cursory  glance, 
this  provision  might  appear  to  be  a  very  considera-' 
ble  security  to  the  public  against  the  monopolizing 
rapacity  of  bank  directors;  but  upon  more  mature  con- 
sideration, it  will  be  manifestly  fraught  with  danger- 
ous consequences.  One  of  the  most  grievous  com- 
plaints against  the  banks  of  this  Commonwealth,  has 
been  their  over  issues  and  expansions.  The  direct 
tendency  of  this  provision  seems  to  me  to  produce 
them.  If,  for  instance,  a  bank  has  made  loans  to  an 
amount  of  |100,000,  the  liability  of  all  the  directors 
can  only  amount  to  one-sixth  of  this  sum.  But  should 
they  wish  to  obtain  more,  they  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  increase  the  extent  of  loans  to  |200,000,  or  to 
any  other  sum,  without  limit,  and  they  can  increase 
their  own  liabilities  to  one-sixth  that  amount.  It  is 
evidentl}^,  therefore,  offering  a  direct  inducement  to 
expand  their  circulation,  and  that,  too,  perhaps,  by 
loaning  their  money  to  unsound  borrowers,  or  for 
purposes  not  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  public.  I  cannot,  therefore,  yield  my  assent  to 
such  a  provision  as  this. 

The  cashiers  of  the  banks  are  specially  entrusted 
with  all  their  cash  and  other  property;  yet  by  the 
sixth  section  of  this  bill,  they  are  prohibited  from 
keeping  any  private  or  individual  account  with   the 
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banks  of  which  they  are  cashiers.  If  there  be  wis- 
dom or  additional  security  to  the  public  in  this,  it  is, 
I  confess,  beyond  my  comprehension. 

A  material  change  in  the  number  of  votes  to  which 
jstockholders  of  banks  shall  be  entitled,  is  also  made. 
It  is  provided  that  every  share  of  stock  not  exceeding 
fifty,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  vote,  and*  a  proportionate 
increase  of  votes  to  the  number  of  shares  of  stock 
held  is  extended  to  an  indefinite  number.  By  the  law 
as  it  stood  before,  fifty  shares  of  stock  were  entitled 
to  thirteen  votes,  with  a  relative  proportion  for  any 
number  of  shares.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  effect 
of  this  change  would  be,  to  place  the  control  of  each 
bank  in  the  hands  of  a  few  persons,  and  to  enable 
them  to  monopolize  its  management.  I  cannot  think, 
therefore,  that  this  provision  is  calculated  to  advance 
either  the  interests  of  the  banks  or  secure  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public. 

This  bill  further  provides,  that  directors  hereafter  to 
be  elected,  in  banks  with  an  amount  of  capital  stock 
paid  in  not  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  shall 
be  holders,  in  their  own  right,  of  not  less  than  three 
thousand  dollars  of  the  stock  of  said  bank,  and  ex- 
tending a  like  proportionate  qualification  to  the  direc- 
tors elected  in  all  other  banks:  and  further  providing, 
that  persons  to  be  elected  State  Directors  in  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  Philadelphia  Bank,  shall 
be  stockholders  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  in  the  Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  Company,  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  dollars.  This  whole  system 
here  proposed  to  be  established,  of  requiring  the  direc- 
tors of  the  several  banks  of  this  Commonwealth  to  be 
holders  of  stock  to  so  large  an  amount,  seems  to  me 
to  be  exceedingly  objectionable.  It  places  the  con- 
trol of  the  banks,  at  once,  in  the  hands  either  of  the 
rich  or  of  the  large  stock  jobbers  and  stockholders. 
So  far  as  respects  the  country  banks,  in  particular,  its 
49— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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operation  will  be  a  hard  one.  It  will  amount  to  a  dis- 
franchisement of  some  of  the  most  competent  and 
efficient  bank  directors  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  will 
eventually  place  the  banks  in  far  less  competent  hands 
than  even  those  that  now  manage  them.  The  banks 
are  already  artistocratic  enough  without  the  addition 
of  this,  which  is  in  effect,  a  property  qualification  to 
their  directors.  I  can  see  nothing  so  peculiar  in  the 
character  and  duties  of  a  bank  director,  as  to  require 
that  he  shall  possess  from  five  hundred  to  three  thou- 
sand dollars  of  property  to  qualify  him  for  it,  when 
no  other  office  in  thisi  Commonwealth  requires  a  sim- 
ilar qualification.  Nor  do  I  know  that  experience 
shows  that  it  is  a  wise  standard  to  measure  a  man's  in- 
telligence or  capacity  by  the  length  of  his  purse.  Nor 
can  I  believe  that  in  this  enlightened  age,  such  a  stand- 
ard ought  to  be.  adopted. 

As  respects  the  State  directors  in  the  banks  re- 
ferred to,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  interests  of  the 
public  will  be  far  more  likely  to  be  secured  by  the 
election  of  state  directors  who  have  no  stock,  or  a 
very  small  amount,  than  by  the  election  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  having  so  large  an  amount  of  stock 
as  this  bill  requires.  The  stockholders  in  these  sev- 
eral banks  are  fully  represented  by  the  directors, 
whom  they  elect  themselves,  and  the  State,  which  has 
not  a  full  proportion  of  representation  in  the  board 
of  directors,  according  to  the  amount  of  stock  she 
holds,  is  supposed,  in  theory  at  least,  to  be  represented 
by  the  State  directors  elected  by  the  Legislature.  Is 
it  not  unreasonable,  therefore,  to  require  that  those 
who  are  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  State,  which 
may  sometimes  be  adverse  to  those  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, should  also  be  so  deeply  interested  in  represent- 
ing the  stockholders,  who  have  more  than  their  fair 
share  of  representation  already?  I  cannot  approve 
this  feature  of  the  bill. 
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The  provisions  in  the  18th  section,  requiring  the 
banks  of  this  Commonwealth  to  issue  and  pay  out  none 
but  their  own  notes,  without  the  consent  of  the  par- 
ties to  whom  the  same  are  tendered,  is  rendered  wholly 
nugatory,  by  the  exception  of  "special  contracts/' — 
Banks  can  very  easily  evade  the  operation  of  thisi  sec- 
tion by  making  a  special  contract  with  all  those  who 
deposit  morey  with  them,  and  obtain  discounts  from 
them,  to  take  payment  for  the  same  in  current  bank 
notes,  or  in  such  manner  as  they  may  choose  to  specify. 
It  is  useless  to  enact  a  law  which  can  so  easily  be  ren- 
dered inoperative. 

The  authority  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  reduce  its  capital  from  thirty- 
five  to  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  has  never  been 
asked  for  by  either  the  directors,  or  the  stockholders 
of  that  bank,  and  in  the  form  which  this  bill  prescribes 
seems  to  me  to  be  unwise  and  unnecessary.  If  the 
Legislature  is  of  the  opinion,  as  a  great  many  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  undoubtedly  are,  that 
the  capital  of  that  bank  is  too  large,  this  bill  should 
have  provided  imperatively,  that  in  order  to  entitle  the 
bank  to  enjoy  the  indulgence  which  it  gives,  the  cap- 
ital should  be  reduced  to  such  sum  as  seemed  com- 
patible with  the  public  safety  and  public  interest. 
This  bill,  however,  leaves  it  entirely  to  the  discretion 
of  the  stockholders,  whether  its  capital  should  be  re- 
duced, and  in  case  the  stockholders  shall  choose  to 
make  the  reduction,  then  the  bank  is  to  be  released 
from  the  obligation  imposed  upon  it  by  its  charter,  of 
making  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Commonwealth,  not 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  temporary 
loan  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars  in  any  one 
year,  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent.  The  bank  is  to 
continue  to  enjoy  all  its  exclusive  privileges,  for  the 
length  of  time  for  which  it  was  incorporated,  and  to 
be  released  from  this  obligation  which  at  the  time  of 
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its  creation  was  considered  one  of  the  most  beneficial 
to  tlie  public  contained  in  its  charter.  The  bank 
affects  to  treat  its  charter  as  a  contract  between  its 
stockholders  and  the  State.  It  has  very  recently 
succeeded  in  pleading  that  contract  as  a  protection 
against  the  provisions  of  the  resumption  resolutions 
passed  3d  April,  1840.  A  highly  competent  court  has 
decided,  that,  under  the  laws  and  constitution,  its 
charter  exempted  it  from  the  operation  of  those  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature,  without  proof  of  the  as- 
sent of  the  bank  to  be  bound  by  those  resolutions; 
and  now  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  extend  a  most 
liberal  boon  to  the  bank,  without  subjecting  it  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  Legislature  which  control 
the  other  banks  of  the  Commonwealth. 

But  in  relation  to  this  section  of  the  bill,  a  much 
more  grave  question  is  presented.  The  25th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth provides,  that  ''no  corporate  bod^^  shall  be 
hereafter  created,  renewed  or  extended,  with  banking 
or  discounting  privileges,  without  six  months  previous 
public  notice  of  the  application  for  the  same,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Nor  shall  any 
charter,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be  granted  for  a 
longer  period  than  twenty  years,  and  every  such  char- 
ter shall  contain  a  clause  reserving  to  the  Legislature 
the  power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the  same,  when- 
ever in  their  opinion,  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Commonwealth,  in  such  manner  however, 
that  no  injustice  shall  be  done  to  the  corporators." 

It  is  conceded  that  no  notice,  such  as  is  required  by 
this  section  of  the  constitution,  and  the  Act  of  1st 
June,  1839,  passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  has  been  given 
in  relation  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  The 
17th  section  of  this  bill  does  certainly  absolve  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  from  some  of  the  condi- 
tions imposed  upon  it  by  the  Act  granting  its  charter. 
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and  if  the  provisions  of  that  section  do  not  come  with- 
in the  letter  of  the  25th  section  of  the  1st  article  of 
the  Constitution,  they  certainly  come  within  the  in- 
tention of  it,  which  was  to  give  the  public  notice  of 
all  intended  applications  for  creating  or  changing  the 
charters  of  monied  institutions.  If  this  section  of 
the  bill  in  question  should  be  deemed  to  come  within 
the  section  of  the  Constituion  quoted,  it  omits  the 
very  important  provision  which  the  Constitution  re- 
quires of  a  reservation  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
"power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  the  same,"  when 
found  injurious  to  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth, 
upon  the  terms  of  doing  no  injustice  to  the  corpor- 
ators. 

These  are  the  principal  objections  to  the  form  and 
detailsi  of  this  bill,  that  present  themselves  to  my 
mind;  and  in  addition  to  these,  there  are  others, 
which  would  render  this  bill,  as  a  measure  of  relief, 
either  to  the  banks  or  to  the  public,  wholly  un- 
availing. I  have  retained  this  bill  without  returning 
it  to  the  Legislature,  almost  to  the  latest  period  when 
I  could  do  so  with  the  power  of  returning  it  with  my 
objections,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if  possible, 
the  views  of  the  most  enlightened  practical  business 
men  in  the  community  in  relation  to  its  various  provi- 
sions; and  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say,  that  if  this 
bill  were  to  become  a  law,  it  is  questionable  whether 
one-tenth  of  the  banks  of  the  Commonwealth  would 
accept  of  its  provisions.  Indeed  I  can  scarcely  find 
among  either  the  friends  or  the  foes  of  the  banks,  or 
among  any  party,  notwithstanding  the  extent  of  my 
intercourse  with  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth, 
from  all  quarters,  any  intelligent  person  who  now  be- 
lieves that  this  bill  ought  to  become  a  law.  When  it 
first  was  presented  to  me,  I  examined  it  in  vain  for  a 
single  provision  which  promised  either  to  give  relief 
to  the  banks  or  to  the  people,  and  I  feel  strongly  forti- 
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fied  iu  my  convictions  upon  the  subject,  by  the  co- 
incidence of  the  opinions  of  almost  all  practical  per- 
sons who,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  expressed  opinions 
in  all  quarters  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  engaged  in 
all  pursuits  of  life. 

The  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  the  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  is  calculated  to  awaken  our  most  ear- 
nest and  seriousi  consideration.  With  an  ample 
amount  of  resources  to  meet  all  their  liabilities,  and 
with  the  assurance  that  those  resources  are  hourly 
multiplying,  our  pecuniary  affairs  are  surrounded  with 
embarrassments  and  difficulty,  and  the  forebodings  of 
many,  for  the  future,  seem  to  afford  little  to  cheer  or 
to  encourage.  I  do  not  myself  believe  that  there  is 
any  real  ground  for  the  despondency  that  seems  gen- 
erally to  prevail.  We  have  met  with  a  slight  revul- 
sion of  fortune,  and  without  awaiting  to  estimate  its 
true  extent,  are  seized  with  panic  and  apprehension. 
I  fear  that  neither  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Leg- 
islature, nor  the  language  held  by  many  of  its  mem- 
bers, is  calculated  to  dispel  this  panic  and  apprehen- 
sion. It  is  one  of  the  incidental  evils  of  a  government 
like  ours,  that  not  only  the  condition  of  the  public, 
but  every  action  of  those  entrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment, is  liable  to  innocent  misunderstanding,  or  to 
interested  misrepresentation.  The  instant  a  slight 
disturbance  in  the  prosperous  business  of  the  coun- 
try occurs,  either  from  any  derangement  of  the  gen- 
eral laws  of  trade,  or  from  the  mismanagement  of 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  country,  or  from  any 
combination  of  causes  not  easily  developed,  it  is  seized 
hold  of  and  made  a  theme  of  partizan  declamation 
against  those  who  happen  to  differ  in  their  political 
opinions  from  the  declaimer.  Truth  is  too  often 
sacrificed  to  expediency,  and  the  welfare  of  the  public 
made  to  yield  to  the  private  or  personal  interests  of 
those  who  are  contending  for  power.     By  such  means 
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a9  these,  is  the  public  mind  harrassed  and  disturbed; 
business  men  are  checked  or  driven  from  their  avoca- 
tions; the  resources  of  the  country  depreciated,  and 
the  measures  designed  for  the  relief  of  the  people 
thwarted  and  rendered  fruitless.  What  but  the  opera- 
tion of  such  a  state  of  things  as  this,  could  have  pro- 
duced the  prevalent  impression  that  the  great  and 
substantial  State  of  Pennsylvania,  with  her  rich  and 
cultivated  fields — her  inexhaustible  coal  mines — her 
numerous  furnaces  and  foundries,  was  on  the  verge 
of  bankruptcy — her  citizens  within  the  very  jaws  of 
ruin — her  business  men  of  all  kinds  languishing  on 
the  very  point  of  general  prostration  and  annihilation? 
It  is  true  that  the  banks  of  Pennsylvania  have  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  and  many  of  her  citizens  have, 
by  engaging  in  somewhat  too  extensively  in  business 
or  speculation,  become  considerably  involved  in  debt 
and  embarrassed;  but  her  banks,  with  possibly  one  or 
two  exceptions,  have  ample  means  to  meet  all  the  de- 
mands upon  them;  and  those  of  her  citizens  who  are 
embarrassed,  with  few  exceptions,  have  abundance  of 
property,  which  may  not  be  convertible  instantly  into 
money,  sufficient  to  pay  all  their  debts;  but  the  re- 
sources of  the  entire  people  of  the  State  would,  al- 
most in  a  single  year,  liquidate  all  the  demands  that 
can  be  made  upon  them  from  abroad.  Under  such 
circumstances  as  these,  communities  must  regulate 
themselves  by  the  same  general  rules  of  wisdom,  pru- 
dence and  economy,  which  never  fail  to  extricate  indi- 
viduals from  similar  difficulties.  The  substantial 
means  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to  pay  off  all 
their  liabilities,  are  not  in  the  slightest  degree  im- 
paired. The  people  of  this  Commonwealth  need 
nothing  but  a  little  time,  reasonable  patience  under 
temporary  evils,  the  application  of  their  own  perse- 
vering and  hardy  industry  in  producing  and  trans- 
porting to  market  her  two  great  staples,  coal  and  iron, 
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and  the  propitious  blessings  of  Heaven  upon  her  har- 
vest fields,  to  replace  them  upon  that  solid  footing  of 
prosperity  and  independence  which  they  so  proudly 
occupied  before  they  were  hurled  from  it  by  the  rash 
and  headlong  spirit  of  speculation.  Those  who,  with 
their  eyes  open  to  these  things,  will  persist  that  Penn- 
sylvania and  her  citizens  have  been  precipitated  into 
the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of  bankruptcy,  must  be  per- 
mitted to  cherish  the  phantoms  of  their  own  creation, 
and  wait  until  the  common  sense  of  the  people,  and 
the  return  of  prosperous  times,  have  convinced  them 
of  their  error.  Those  who  believe  that  their  own  in- 
terests or  those  of  the  political  party  with  which  they 
happen  to  be  associated,  will  be  promoted  by  traduc- 
ing the  credit  of  the  State,  and  representing  her  con- 
dition to  be  one  of  hopeless  indebtedness  and  distress, 
must  be  allowed  to  pursue  the  course  which  they  have 
seen  fit  to  adopt,  until  the  unerring  intelligence  of  the 
people  has  detected  the  deception,  and  held  them  up 
to  the  reproof  of  all  honest  men,  for  attempting  to 
practice  upon  their  credulity.  Pennsylvania,  like  most 
of  the  Sister  States  of  the  Union,  and  some  of  the 
commercial  nations  of  Europe,  has  engaged  beyond 
her  available  means,  in  trade,  enterprizes  of  improve- 
ment, and  speculation,  but  her  recuperative  energies 
will  enable  her  to  take  the  lead  of  all  of  them  in  ex- 
tricating herself  from  the  embarrassments  which  be- 
set her.  Her  resources  are  of  a  nature  that  seldom 
fail  in  furnishing  an  annual  supply,  and  never  can 
want  a  market.  The  industry  of  her  citizens  is  un- 
tiring, and  they  love  not  only  their  State,  but  its  in- 
dependence, too  well  to  repine  at  the  payment  of  a 
few  dollars  tax,  or  the  suffering  of  a  temporary  in- 
convenience, to  see  that  State  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  fruitless  demands  made  upon  her  justice,  or  un- 
answered calls  upon  her  honor.  A  few  may  be  found, 
who  would  persuade  them  that  their  property  and  in- 
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dnstry  are  to  be  taxed  forever,  and  who  would  incul- 
cate the  unworthy  sentiment  that  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State 
untarnished,  are  the  foes  of  the  people,  but  they  meet 
with  no  encouragement  from  the  great  mass  of  honest 
men,  and  are  justly  regarded  as  faithless  or  interested 
advisers.  On  this  important  subject,  public  feeling 
is  sound  and  united,  and. will  do  much  to  direct  the 
efforts,  and  inspire  confidence  and  resolution  among 
our  citizens. 

Owing  to  its  peculiar  geographical  position,  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  is  made  the  great  distributing  mart 
of  foreign  and  domestic  goods  and  manufactures,  for 
a  large  portion  of  the  Western  and  Southern  states'  of 
the  Union.  This  circumstance  has  rendered  both  the 
banks  and  her  citizens  debtors  to  a  large  amount  to 
New  York  and  the  Northeastern  states,  and  to  Europe, 
and  rendered  the  purchasers  of  these  commodities  in 
the  West  and  South,  in  the  same  manner  indebted  to 
Philadelphia.  The  moment  the  banks  of  Pennsylva- 
nia resumed  specie  payments  on  the  15th  January  last, 
large  demands  upon  the  banks,  merchants  and  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve 
in  New  York  and  the  Eastern  States,  both  on  the  ac- 
count of  the  citizens  of  those  states,  and  on  account 
of  the  foreign  creditors  of  Philadelphia,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Philadelphia  banks  for  payment  in  spe- 
cie. Nearly  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  or 
specie  funds,  were,  I  believe,  drawn  from  the  Phila- 
delphia banks  during  the  nineteen  days  they  contin- 
ued specie  payments,  and  immediately  taken  out  of 
the  State.  This  enormous  sum  so  drawn  out  of  the 
Philadelphia  banks,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
disposed  of,  strongly  leads  us  to  the  belief,  that  there 
must  have  been  some  combination  or  understanding 
among  those  by  whom  it  was  obtained,  to  make  an 
almost    simultaneous    rush    upon    the    Philadelphia 
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banks,  either  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  them  again 
to  suspend,  or  of  restraining  in  some  way,  their  gen- 
eral operations. 

It  is  believed  that  there  are  large  sums  still  due 
from  the  banks  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  the 
citizens  of  other  states  and  to  foreign  creditors.  Un- 
der the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  imposing  penal- 
ties and  augmented  rates  of  interest  upon  the  banks, 
these  demands  will  undoubtedly  be  made,  and  their 
efforts  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth be  fatally  restrained  and  crippled. 

The  banks  of  Pennsylvania  having  been  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  the  en- 
forcement of  the  i^enalties  to  which  they  are  subject 
may  be  safely  left  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  So 
long  as  the  existence  of  the  banks  is  believed  to 
be  useful,  and  their  general  conduct  is  such  as 
to  deserve  and  secure  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
they  will  not  be  disturbed,  although  hourly  liable  to 
the  infliction  of  the  penalties  which  the  laws  prescribe. 
— Experience  on  former  oecasions  during  suspensions, 
clearly  demonstrated  this.  If  it  be  the  interest  of 
the  public  that  the  banks  should  continue  to  exist, 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  banks  to  conduct  themselves 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  the  public  that  such 
is  the  fact.  If  the  public  forbear  towards  the  banks 
to  enforce  the  penalties,  the  banks  should  doubtless 
forbear  towards  the  public  to  produce  distress  and 
embarrassment.  The  banks  can  do  much  by  the  mode 
in  which  they  treat  their  debtors,  to  create  or  dimin- 
ish our  pecuniary  difficulties.  They  have  not  only 
a  right,  but  it  is  their  duty  to  exact  adequate  secur- 
ity from  their  debtors;  but  should  they  press  them 
unreasonably — should  they  bring  to  a  Sheriff's  sale, 
and  consequent  sacrifice,  the  property  of  those  who, 
by  a  safe  and  reasonable  course  of  treatment,  might 
have  paid  them,  they  will  peril  that  public  confidence 
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which  under  the  law  is  the  shield  of  their  protection. 
In  times  of  hardship)  and  difficulty  like  the  present, 
mutual  justice  and  mutual  forbearance  on  the  part 
of  the  banks  and  the  people,  is  the  great  guaranty  for 
the  rights  and  interests  of  both.  Let  the  banks  of 
Pennsylvania  therefore  act  with  discretion  and  jus- 
tice, and  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  citizens 
of  this  Commonwealth.  But  the  citizens  of  other 
states,  and  the  foreign  creditors  to  whom  I  have  above 
referred,  have  neither  the  same  interests  nor  perhaps 
the  same  inclination,  in  extending  indulgence  to  the 
banks  of  this  State,  to  promote  mutual  advantage. 
It  will  be  within  their  power  to  harass  them,  and  thus 
to  augment,  in  a  very  great  measure,  the  difficulty 
and  embarrassments  under  which  the  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth  suffer.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  part 
of  duty,  and  I  can  see  no  injustice  whatever  in  pro- 
tecting the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  from  this 
impending  calamity.  I  regret  that  the  Legislature, 
after  a  session  of  three  months,  should  not  have  de- 
vised and  presented  to  me  something  that  would  se- 
cure this  salutary  object.  I  would  most  cheerfully 
approve  of  any  measure  that  will  protect  the  banks  of 
this  Commonwealth  from  being  crippled  in  their  op- 
erations, and  from  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters,  by 
combinations  of  brokers  and  sharpers  of  other  states 
and  of  Europe,  to  exact  the  penalties  which  were  orig- 
inally designed  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Commonwealth.  Let  those  persons  having 
demands  against  our  banks  be  deprived  of  no  civil 
remedy  which  can  be  afforded  by  the  law;  let  our 
courts  remain  open  to  them;  let  them  recover  judg- 
ments and  enforce  them  by  execution,  with  such  in- 
terest as  is  allowed  in  other  like  cases  of  debt;  but 
the  penalties,  which  can  be  enacted  only  at  the  hazard 
of  creating  embarrassment  and  difficulty  among  our 
citizens,  should  be  reserved  to  be  enforced  by  our  own 
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citizens,  who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  the  conse- 
quences. Let  those  who  are  to  feel  the  effects,  judge 
who  thus  will  strike  the  blow.  Such  a  law  as  this 
would  be  a  measure  of  self  preservation,  and  could 
give  no  just  ground  of  complaint  to  those  who  would 
be  deprived  of  no  legal  right  they  now  enjoy,  and  of 
no  privilege  but  that  of  annoying  and  disturbing  their 
neighbors,  without  obtaining  any  benefit  for  them- 
sielves. 

In  all  our  legislative  acts  we  should  remember,  that 
without  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  the  citizens 
of  other  states,  our  first  and  highest  duty  is  to  take 
care  of  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania. — This  is  ex 
pected  from  us  by  the  people,  and  less  than  this  would 
be  an  unpardonable  shrinking  from  our  duty. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  8,  1841. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  an  Obstruction  in  the 

Susquehanna  River. 

Gentlemen : 

IT  HAS  BEEN  REPRESENTED  TO  ME  BY  WIL- 
liam  Bigler,  a  delegate  appointed  at  a  meeting 
of  citizens  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Susquehanna,  held  on  yesterday  at  the  house  of  M. 
Stoner,  in  Dauphin  county,  that  the  schute  in  the 
dam  erected  in  the  Susquehanna  river,  by  the  Sus- 
quehanna Canal  Company,  at  the  mouth  of  Cones- 
toga  creek,  is  impassable  for  rafts  of  lumber  and  other 
craft;  that  near  one  thousand  rafts  are  intercepted 
by  this  obstruction,  and  lying  on  the  shore  of  the 
river,  between  Middletown  and  the  said  dam,  the  pro- 
prietors and  navigators  of  which  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  tAVO  thousand  citizens  are  thus  prevented 
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li'om  proceeding  to  their  destined  market.  The  Act 
which  authorizes  this  dam  makes  provision  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  damages  which  may  be  caused  by 
its  erection,  but  this  provision  is  totally  inadequate 
to  meet  the  extraordinary  contingency  which  has 
arisen.  The  citizens  injured  by  the  obstruction,  with 
a  laudable  desire  to  preserve  the  public  peace  and 
maintain  the  laws,  have  applied  to  me  as  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  for  relief. 
An  appeal  so  reasonable  coming  under  such  circum- 
stances from  so  large  a  body  of  the  hardy  yeomanry 
of  the  State,  who  alw^avs  have  to  encounter  no  ordi- 
nary  peril  on  their  way  to  market,  and  who  are  thus 
interrupted  by  an  artificial  obstruction,  is  irresistable; 
and  I  hasten  to  present  the  facts  to  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Assembly,  in  order  that  immediate  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  peaceably  removing  the  ob- 
struction and  restoring  the  descending  navigation  of 
the  river. 

DAVID  E.  POKTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  14,  1841. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Centre  County. 


[ 


Executive  Chamber, 
-     Harrisburg,  April  15,  1841. 

O  entlemen : 
NOMINATE  WILLIx^M  SMYTH  AND  SAMUEL 
H.  Wilson,  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Centre. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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Tc  the  Assembly  Vetomg  "An  Act  for  Enabling-  Re- 
ligious Societies  Within  this  Commonwealth  to 
Purchase  and  Hold  Lands  for  Burying  Grounds 
and  Churches,  and  for  Other  Purposes." 

Gentlemen: 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ENABLING 
religious  societies  within  this  Commonwealth 
to  purchase  and  hold  lands  for  burying  grounds 
and  churches,  and  for  other  purposes/'  is  herewith 
returned  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with- 
out the  Executive  approbation,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: 

Since  the  Bill  has  been  jjresented  to  me,  I  have  re- 
ceived from  AVilliam  A.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Cambria  coun- 
ty, a  remonstrance  against  the  18th  section  of  the  pro- 
posed bill  becoming  a  law,  a  copy  of  which  remon- 
strance is  herewith  communicated.  The  section  re- 
cites the  execution  of  a  deed  by  William  Smith,  D.  D., 
conveying  to  trustees  certain  lands  in  trust  for  his 
grandson,  William  R.  Smith,  and  the  eldest  male  heir 
of  his  body  lawfully  begotten,  and  the  execution  of  a 
deed  by  William  R.  Smith,  and  wife,  to  Thomas  Mont- 
gomery, with  the  intent  of  barring  the  alleged  estate, 
tail,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  in  such  case 
made  and  provided;  that  the  deed  was  duly  acknow- 
ledged in  open  Court  and  recorded,  but  that  no  en- 
try of  the  acknowledgment  exists  on  the  records  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county,  by  inad- 
vertance  or  otherwise;  and  then  proceeds  to  enact  that 
the  said  deed  for  barring  the  said  estate  tail  ''be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  confined  and  made  valid  in  like 
manner  and  with  like  effect,  as  if  an  entrv  thereof  had 
been  made  on  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,"  &c. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  section  assumes  as  in- 
controvertible all  the  matters  alleged  in  it  as  the  ground 
work  of  the  enactment  proposed.     These  may  be  all 
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correct,  but  as  the  Act  may  dispose  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  title  in  regard  to  the  lands  to  which  it  refers, 
it  would  be  proper  that  the  parties  whose  rights  are 
to  be  affected  by  it  should  be  heard.  Legislation  for 
curing  alleged  defects  in  title,  should  be  attended  with 
great  caution  and  upon  full  notice.  Injustice  may  be 
done  by  exparte  enactments,  and  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  whether  in  all  such  cases  as  that  for  which  this 
18th  section  proposes  to  jjrovide,  it  would  not  be  better 
to  confer  upon  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
proper  county,  if  they  do  not  already  possess  it,  the 
power  to  correct  or  amend  the  record  of  the  Court, 
nunc  protunc,  if  they  should  deem  it  right  and  proper 
so  to  do,  upon  a  full  representation  and  proof  of  all 
the  facts,  on  notice  to  the  parties  interested.  Thus 
all  parties  will  be  heard.  No  injustice  can  be  done 
to  any  one.  The  rights  of  those  interested  will  be  in- 
vestigated and  duly  respected. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  section  in  question 
does  not  merely  authorize  the  correction  of  the  record 
according  to  the  truth  of  the  fact,  but  confirms  and 
makes  yalid  the  deed  itself,  which  purports  to  bar  the 
entail,  as  fully  and  with  like  effect  as  if  an  entry  there- 
of had  been  made  on  the  record  of  the  Court.  Before 
this  should  be  done  I  think  a  hearing  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  parties. 

The  Bill  is  therefore  returned  to  the  Senate  for  such 
further  action  thereon  as  is  provided  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  15,  1841. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  Shaler  to  be  As- 
sistant Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Allegheny 
County. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  April  17,  1841. 

Gentlemen: 

1NO1MINATE  CHARLES  SHALER,  TO  BE  THE 
Assistant  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Allegheny,  in  the  room  of  Trevanion  B.  Dal- 
las, deceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  '*An  Act  Making  the  Tax- 
able Citizens  of  School  Districts  Competent  Jurors 
and  Witnesses  in  all  Questions  Wherein  Such 
School  District  is  Interested,  and  for  Other  Pur- 
poses," including  the  City  of  Lancaster. 

• 

Gentlemen: 

1  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  Bill  entitled  "An 
Act  making  the  taxable  citizens  of  school  dis- 
tricts competent  jurors  and  witnesses  in  all  questions 
wherein  such  school  district  is  interested,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  without  the  Executive  approbation,  for  the 
following  reasons: 

The  first  section  of  the  Bill,  providing  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  excluded  from  being  a  juror  or  witness  in 
cases  in  which  school  districts  are  interested  in  con- 
sequence of  his  liability  to  taxes  in  such  district,  is 
unobjectionable.  Such  is  also  the  case  in  regard  to 
the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  sections,  which  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  the  Mavor  of  the  city  of  Lao 
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oaster,  by  the  qualified  electors  of  that  city,  and  de- 
tiue  his  powers  and  duties.  Did  the  Bill  end  here 
it  would  have  been  approved.  The  sixth  section,  how- 
ever, provides  for  the  repeal,  after  the  30th  October 
next,  of  so  much  of  the  Act  incorporating  the  city  of 
Lancaster  as  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the  Re- 
corder, and  the  establishment  of  the  Mavor's  Court  for 
that  city.  The  seventh  section  then  proceeds  to  pro- 
vide for  an  election  to  be  held  not  only  in  the  city, 
but  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  at  the  next  general 
election,  to  determine  whether  the  said  sixth  section, 
so  abolishing  the  Mayor's  Court,  shall  be  enforced  or 
not. 

In  the  message  which  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  the  Legislature  on  the  second  day  of  March  last,  I 
assigned  my  reasons  for  disapproving  of  the  Act  there- 
with returned  to  the  Senate,  for  abolishing  the  said 
.Major's  Court.  To  that  message  I  beg  leave  now  to 
refer  you,  as  operating  equally  against  this  bill.  1 
then  took  occasion  to  say,  ''I  believe  the  provision  con- 
tained in  this  section,  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster.  This 
is  evidenced,  as  well  by  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
select  and  common  councils  of  that  citv,  on  the  13th 
February  last,  they  being  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  city,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  municipal 
regulations  and  internal  police,  as  by  a  similar  expres- 
sion of  sentiment,  made  through  a  city  meeting,  con- 
vened expressly  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
opinions  of  the  people  asi  to  the  propriety  of  abolish- 
ing the  court,  and  the  remonstrance  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  original  act  of  incorporation 
establishing  the  court,  was  passed  at  the  request  of 
the  people  of  the  then  borough  of  Lancaster,  on  the 
20th  of  March,  1818,  and  after  more  than  twenty  years' 
experience,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  citizens  of  the 
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same  place,  has  been  clearly  expressed,  that  it^  pro- 
visions should  remain  unchanged. 

When  the  city  was  incorporated,  it  contained  a  popu- 
lation of  about  five  thousand  five  hundred;  it  now  con- 
tains nearly  nine  thousand  inhabitants.  If  the  amount 
of  population  furnished  evidence  of  the  necessity  of 
the  court  at  the  time  of  its  constitution,  there  cannot 
be  less  necessity  for  it  now. 

The  provision  of  the  seventh  section,  submitting  the 
question  to  the  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  Lan- 
caster, does  not  remove  any  of  the  objections  which 
then  existed.  If  it  had  proposed  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  alone,  the 
bill  would  have  been  approved.  It  would  be  almost 
as  proper  to  submit  the  election  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Lancaster  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  coun- 
ty, as  it  would  be  to  submit  that  of  the  continuance 
of  the  Mayor's  Court.  Should  this  Bill  become  a  law, 
we  may  next  have  an  application  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion of  abolishing  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, or  of  an  or  all  the  surrounding  districts,  to 
the  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  or 
perhaps  those  of  the  whole  State. 

The  second  section  proposes  to  submit  the  election 
of  Mayor  to  the  citizens  of  the  city.  Then  why  not 
submit  the  question  of  the  continuance  of  the  Mayor^s 
Court  to  them  likewise,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of 
the  people  of  the  county  to  decide  this  question  for 
them?  The  jurisdiction  of  this  court  extends  only  over 
the  city;  and  if  it  be  said  that  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense is  borne  by  the  people  of  the  county  jointly  with 
those  of  the  city,  the  people  of  the  city  may  with  equal 
propriety  complain  that  they  also  have  to  contribute 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
for  the  trial  of  officers  committed  within  the  county. 
If  there  be  an  inequality  in  those  expenses,  let  the  city 
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alone  pay  tlie  expenses  of  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  let 
that  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  be  borne  by  the  county. 

I  make  no  apology  or  excuse  for  the  exercise  of  the 
veto  power,  for  I  never  exercise  it,  on  any  occasion,  but 
when  I  feel  myself  as  strongly  impelled  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  bill,  as  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature  did  pass  it.  It  is  a  power  with 
which  the  Constitution  invests  me  as  a  separate  and 
independent  branch  of  the  government.  When  I  can- 
not conscientiously  approve  a  Bill,  I  would  be  faith- 
less to  the  trust  committed  to  me,  not  to  exercise  the 
powder  of  withholding  my  approbation;  and  whilst  I 
claim  and  shall  exercise  the  duties  which  the  Consti- 
tution imposes  upon  me,  I  shall  be  equally  careful  not 
to  encroach  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  other 
departments  of  the  government. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  22,  1841. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  for  the  Relief  of 
Certain  Contractors  on  the  Western  Extension  of 
the  Pennsvlvania  Railroad." 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "K^  ACT  FOR  THE  RE 
lief  of  certain  contractors  on  the  Western  ex- 
tension of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,"  I  here- 
with return  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which 
it  originated,  with  the  following  as  the  chief  reasons 
for  refusing  my  assent  to  its  passage.  This  Bill,  if 
adopted,  will  establish  an  entirely  new  system  for  the 
payment  of  the  creditors  of  the  Commonw^ealth,  of  the 
same  class  as  those  therein  provided  for.  It  expressly 
provides  for  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  contrac- 
tors on  the  Gettysburg  railroad,  to  whom  debts  are  al- 
leged to  be  due,  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to  give  inter- 
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est  for  a  certain  period  of  time,  to  those  contractors 
on  said  road,  who  have  been  ah^eady  paid  to  the 
amount  found  to  be  due,  on  a  remeasurement  of  the 
work  they  had  done.  This  is  the  first  time  in  Penn- 
sylvania where  such  a  principle  as  this  has  received 
legislative  sanction,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn. 
The  principle  has  always  been  hitherto  acted  on,  that 
those  who  had  performed  services,  or  furnished  ma- 
terials for  the  Commonwealth,  were  to  receive  no  in- 
terest on  their  claims,  however  long  a  time  had  elapsed 
before  they  were  paid.  This  is  neither  an  unfair  nor 
an  unjust  principle  of  settlement,  when  it  is  under- 
stood beforehand  by  the  parties  to  be  the  law  of  the 
contract.  Those  who  have  dealings  of  this  nature  with 
the  State,  understand  her  terms  of  payment — they 
take  the  risk  of  delay,  and  agree  accordingly  for  such 
compensation  as  is  just  and  reasonable.  Contractors, 
especially  upon  our  public  improvements,  do  so,  and 
there  has  not  probably  been  a  single  year  since  their 
commencement,  during  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
exhaustion  of  the  appropriations,  a  very  large  amount 
of  work  has  not  been  done,  and  materials  furnished, 
for  which  the  contractors  did  not  receive  their  pay  for 
a  long  time.  In  all  these  cases,  and  indeed  in  all  other 
cases  where  the  State,  from  inadequacy  of  means,  or 
other  causes,  withheld  payment  from  those  to  whom 
she  was  indebted,  her  creditors  have  as  good,  and  in 
most  instances  a  far  better  founded  equitable  claim, 
to  come  before  the  Legislature  and  ask  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  their  demands,  whether  paid  ten 
years  ago  or  ten  days.  The  principle  is  the  same,  and 
it  would  be  unreasonable  and  iniquitous  to  discrim- 
inate among  the  creditors  of  the  State  on  this  point. 
But  whether  right  or  wTong  in  the  abstract,  the  prin- 
ciple is  too  well  settled  to  be  disturbed  without  the 
most  disastrous  consequences.  It  will  raise  up  a  host 
of  public  creditors,  and  almost,  or  perhaps  quite,  dou- 
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ble  the  State  debt,  already  of  such  fearful  magnitude. 
I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  a  measure  which  threat- 
ens to  engulph  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth. 

It  may  be  well  to  inquire  what  are  the  peculiar  mer- 
its of  the  creditors  provided  for  by  this  Bill,  which  has 
induced  the  Legislature  to  extend  to  them,  for  the  first 
time  in  our  history,  the  boon  of  interest  on  their  de- 
mands; while  from  other  creditors,  of  certainly  equal 
merits,  it  has  withheld  the  principal  justly  due  them. 
The  rights  of  these  creditors  arise  under  various  Acts 
of  Assembly,  fully  explained  in  my  message  to  the  Leg- 
islature on  the  same  subject,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1840,  from  which,  as  found  upon  your  Journals,  I  make 
the  following  extracts: 

^^By  the  Act  of  18th  February,  1836,  incorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  ninth  section  of 
which  authorizes  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  survey 
and  locate  the  road  in  question,  and  to  put  not  less 
than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty  miles  thereof  under 
contract,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
specifically  appropriated  to  this  work ;  and  the  twelfth 
section  expressly  provides,  that  /the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners shall  not  be  authorized  to  incur  any  debt,  on 
the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  any  way  or  manner 
beyond  the  appropriation  aforesaid,'  &c.  Here  the 
original  Act  by  which  this  road  was  introduced  into 
the  public  improvements  of  the  State,  without  pre- 
vious survey  or  examination,  and  with  nothing  to  rec- 
ommend it  to  the  public  favor  but  the  influence  which 
its  friends  could  bring 'in  support  of  an  Act  of  leg- 
islation, since  repeatedly  and  constantly  disapproved 
by  the  people,  prohibits  the  expenditure  of  money  upon 
it  beyond  the  specific  appropriation. 

"On  the  19th  December,  1837,  an  Act  passed  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  appropriating  forty-five 
thousand  dollars  towards  the  construction  of  the  Get- 
tysburg railroad;    to  be  applied  in  payment  of  work 
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actually  done  prior  to  the  first  day  of  January  (then) 
next,  and  directing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  give 
notice  to  the  contractors  to  suspend  their  work  upon 
said  road  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January." 

This  Act  was  intended  to  become  a  law,  and  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1838,  but  owing  to 
some  unexplained  cause,  the  Act  in  question  was  not 
returned  to  the  Legislature  until  after  the  said  first 
day  of  January,  by  which  means  its  operation  was 
postponed  for  a  year,  and  the  reasonable  and  just  ex- 
pectations of  the  Legislature  were  frustrated. 

^^By  the  Act  of  14th  April,  1838,  the  further  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  was  ap- 
propriated to  this  railroad,  to  be  applied  to  the  work 
already  under  contract,  and  the  resolution  which  had 
previously  passed  the  Legislature,  as  before  stated, 
and  which  became  a  law  on  the  9th  January,  1838,  was 
repealed.  By  the  sixth  section  of  this  Act  it  is  pro- 
vided 'that  the  Canal  Commissioners  shall  not  be  au- 
thorized to  incur  any  debt  on  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  any  way  or  manner  beyond  the  appro- 
priation aforesaid,  and  no  part  of  the  aforesaid  appro- 
priation shall  be  applied  to  any  other  than  the  several 
specific  purposes  to  which  it  is  appropriated  by  the 
preceding  S'cctions  of  this  Act;  nor  shall  any  con- 
tracts be  entered  into  for  anv  new  lines  of  canal  or 
railroad,  not  mentioned  in  this  Act,  or  for  any  exten- 
sion of  the  lines  herein  named,  beyond  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  this  Act.'  It  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  have  stopped  the  work  on 
the  road  the  moment  the  specific  appropriation  there- 
to was  exhausted.  But  it  appears  this  was  not  done, 
and  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  leg- 
islature in  the  previous  part  of  the  present  session.  By 
a  resolution  passed  by  both  houses,  and  approved  upon 
the  19th  day  of  February  last  past,  it  was  declared, 
that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Mach,  1839,  the 
work  on  the  Gettysburg  railroad  should  be  suspended. 
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and  a  temporary  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  was  authorized,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  contractors  on  said  road,  for  work  done,  or 
that  might  be  done  previous  to  that  day,  including  the 
retained  per  centage;  the  accounts  of  the  contrac- 
tors to  be  settled  by  the  Auditor  General  and  State 
Treasurer,  in  usual  manner,  according  to  law." 

Such  being  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  under  which  the 
debtsi  are  contracted  on  which  interest  is  proposed  to 
be  paid,  1  cannot  avoid  the  expression  of  opinion,  that 
the  contractors  do  not  appear  to  me  to  come  before 
the  Legislature  with  any  very  special  equity  to  sup- 
port their  claims.  They  knew  that  the  Legislature 
had  declared  the  work  on  this  road  should  be  suspend- 
ed  they  knew  this  act  of  the  Legislature  met  with 

almost  universal  favor  from  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth— they  knew  also,  that  the  very  act  under 
which  they  continued  to  work  on  thisi  rail-road,  was 
intended  to  have  taken  effect  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary before,  and  that  this  intention  was  defeated  by 
a  dextrous  artifice — they  knew,  too,  that  but  the  sum 
of  |105,000  was  appropriated  to  that  work,  and  that 
the  Canal  Commissioners  were  prohibited  from  con- 
tracting any  additional  debt  on  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  they  also  knew  that  they  were  co- 
operating with  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  employ 
an  extraordinary  force  on  this  road,  especially  about 
the  time  of  the  general  election  in  1838,  and  that  a 
very  small  sum  was  appropriated  to  pay  for  it,  and 
yet  in  the  face  of  all  this  knowledge,  their  claims 
are  to  be  ti'eated  as  if  characterized  by  some  unpar- 
alleled hardship  and  equity — I  cannot  think  so. 

I  was  not  aware  that  any  complaint  had  been  made 
by  the  contractors  in  regard  to  the  measurement  and 
estimates  of  the  engineers,  until  the  passage  of  this 
bill;  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  pay  the  contractors 
agreeably  to  the  estimates  of  the  engineers  who  had 
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charge  of  the  work  while  in  progress,  or  in  case  of  dis- 
crepancy between  their  estimates  and  those  of  the  en- 
gineers who  made  the  final  estimates,  after  the  sus- 
pension of  the  work,  then  to  have  an  engineer  ap- 
pointed from  each  corps  to  settle  the  matter.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  improper  mode  of  settling  this 
dispute;  for  it  proposes  to  submit  it  to  those  who  have 
already  acted  upon  it,  no  doubt  according  to  the  best 
of  their  judgment,  and  who  cannot  agree.  It  would 
be  far  better  to  prescribe  that  it  should  be  left  to 
competent  men  who  are  unconnected  with  all  former 
estimates. 

But  it  appears  to  me  that  the  whole  interposition  of 
this  Act  on  the  subject  of  the  estimates  is  wrong. 
There  has  been  in  fact,  but  one  final  estimate  made  on 
the  sections  embraced  in  this  bill.  The  other  esti- 
mates to  which  reference  is  made,  were  partial,  while 
the  work  was  unfinished  as  it  was  in  progress,  and 
could  not  of  necessity  be  such  as  were  entitled  to  be 
relied  on.  The  Canal  Commissioners  have  the  right 
to  order  re-estimates  at  any  time,  before  the  contrac- 
tor is  paid  in  full,  to  be  made  by  the  original,  or  other 
engineers,  and  it  is  a  plan  that  is  often  very  benefi- 
cially exerted  both  for  the  contractor  and  the  State. 
Should  this  bill  pass,  it  will  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
new  and  dangerous  system  of  legislative  interposition, 
in  matters  properly  and  exclusively  belonging  to  the 
Canal  Commissioners  by  the  terms  of  the  contractors 
themselves,  and  neither  the  contractors  nor  Canal 
Commissioners  can  tell  under  its  operation  when  an 
estimate  is  final,  nor  bv  what  standard  work  done 
is  to  be  measured.  The  estimates  and  measurements 
made  in  this  case,  by  the  proper  engineers,  were  I  be- 
lieve fair,  just  and  accurate,  and  I  see  no  reason  now 
to  disturb  them.  As  a  general  precautionary  policy, 
it  is  wiser  and  better  to  leave  such  questions  as  these 
to  be  adjudicated  under  existing  laws,  than  to  change 
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these  laws,  and  make  each  case  the  subject  of  special 
legislation.  Open  the  door  to  such  a  policy  as  this, 
and  the  legislative  halls  will  be  annually  besieged  with 
such  applications,  from  all  the  public  improvements 
of  the  State.  Engineers  will  become  worse  than  use- 
less— contracts  made  idle  ceremony,  and  the  caprice 
of  the  Legislature,  influenced  by  those  interested,  will 
overrule  the  certainty  of  mathematical  calculation,  and 
mould  and  alter  solemn  contracts  at  pleasure.  If  the 
taxes  now  levied  on  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  contained  in  this  bill, 
and  in  the  manner  it  provides,  I  think  it  is  high  time 
those  whom  they  have  entrusted  with  the  guardian- 
ship of  their  interests  should  inform  them  of  the  fact. 
1  cannot  agree  that  this  is  a  necessary,  a  wise  or  a 
prudent  reform  in  the  present  system.  Should  a  con- 
stitutional majority  of  the  Legislature  think  otherwisej 
the  error  of  my  judgment,  if  it  be  erroneous,  can  be 
readily  corrected. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  30,  1841. 


To  the  Assem1:)ly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Provide  Reve- 
nue to  Meet  the  Demands  on  the  Treasury,  and 
for  Other  Purposes." 

Gentlemen: 

IN  RETURNING  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  THE 
Bill  entitled  '^An  Act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet 
the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," without  my  approbation,  I  feel  that  I  am  dis- 
charging one  of  the  most  responsible  and  painful  du- 
ties that  has  devolved  upon  me  since  I  have  been  en- 
entrusted  with  the  Executive  functions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  people.     I  have 
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exarained  the  various  provisions  of  tliis  Bill  with  au 
earnest  and  anxiousi  desire  to  give  it  my  sanction,  if 
I  could  bring  my  mind  to  the  conviction  that  it  was 
not  wholly  incompatible  with  the  public  interests; 
but  after  the  most  careful  consideration,  I  am  con- 
strained by  an  overwhelming  sense  of  duty,  to  refuse 
it  my  assent.  No  person  can  read  this  Bill,  however 
hastily,  without  perceiving  that  it  is  one  of  a  peculiar 
character.  It  provides,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the 
negotiation  of  a  loan  of  three  millions  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  issue  of  that  amount  of 
notes,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  five  dollars,  to  be  based  upon  the  loan  by  cer- 
tain banks  required  to  take  it,  described  in  the  Bill. 
The  manner  in  which  this  loan  is  to  be  taken  and  re- 
deemed at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  sooner,  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Legislature,  and  also  in  which  the  notes 
are  to  be  issued  and  finally  cancelled,  is  somewhat  in- 
tricate and  complicated,  but  is  still  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently clear  to  be  carried  into  practical  operation, 
without  any  very  great  difficulty.  The  Bill  also  pro- 
vides for  a  limited  augmentation  of  the  amount  of 
tax  upon  certain  classes  of  citizens,  likewise  for  the 
depositing  of  certain  portions  of  the  funded  debt  of 
this  State  as  security  for  the  redemption  of  notes  of 
denominations  not  less  than  five  dollars,  to  be  issued 
upon  the  credit  of  said  debt,  by  the  banks  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, except  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
in  the  seventeenth,  it  provides  that  the  penalties  im- 
posed upon  banks,  of  paying  a  greater  rate  of  interest 
than  six  per  cent.,  and  the  provisionsi  of  the  Acts  of 
Assembly  and  various  acts  of  incorporation,  which 
point  out  a  mode  for  the  forfeiture  of  any  charter  of 
any  bank,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  its 
liabilities  on  demand,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  sus- 
pended until  further  legislative  action,  and  until  the 
Legislature  makes  provision  for  the  re-payment  of  the 
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loan  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  Act;  and 
repeals  the  resolutions  passed  the  third  day  of  April, 
1S40,  entitled  ''Resolutions  providing  for  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and  for  other 
purposes."  The  succeeding  sections  authorize  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staties  to  make 
a  general  assignment  of  all  its  real  and  personal  es- 
tate, goods,  chattels,  &c.,  to  trustees,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  and  paying  the  debts  and  obligations  of 
that  institution,  and  exempt  such  trustees  or  assignees 
from  the  operation  of  such  parts  of  the  general  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth,  as  require  that  they  should 
file  an  inventory,  or  appraisement,  of  the  property  as- 
signed or  conveyed  in  trust;  and  also  from  giving  se- 
curity for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
leaves  the  whole  of  these  important  guarantees  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  their  trust,  to  the  discretion  and 
regulation  of  the  stockholders.  And  in  the  twenty- 
third  section  is  found  the  singular  and  extraordinary 
provision,  that  after  subjecting  the  trustees  appointed 
by  the  stockholders  to  the  exclusive  control  of  the  said 
stockholders,  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth  shall 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  said  trust  as  if  it  were  created 
.  under  any  general  law  of  the  State.  Then  follows  the 
provision,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Legislature, 
and  the  power  is  hereby  expressly  reserved,  at  any  time 
or  times,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  stockholders,  at 
a  general  meeting  for  that  purpose  convened  accord- 
ing to  the  charter,  to  change  and  alter  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  in  such  manner  as  to  the  Legislature  may 
seem  expedient.  If  there  be  any  security  whatever 
to  the  public  in  these  last  named  inoperative  provi- 
sions, I  confess  it  is  not  obvious  to  my  mind. 

'Such  is  the  general  substance  of  this  Bill,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  banking  institutions  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  addition  to  which,  it  appropriates  the  loan 
above  mentioned,  of  three  millions  one  hundred  thou- 
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sand  dollars,  to  various  necessary  and  important  ob- 
jects connected  with  the  Government.  On  the  pass- 
age of  this  Bill  depends  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  Common  School  system — the  payment  of  dona- 
tions to  academies  and  female  seminaries — pensions 
and  gratuities  to  old  soldiers — the  repairs  of  the  rail- 
roads and  canals  for  the  current  year^ — payment  of 
debts  due  for  repairs  made  prior  the  first  of  November 
last — appropriations  to  orphan  asylums  and  House  of 
Refuge — asylums  for  blind,  and  deaf  and  dumb — to 
pay  damages  and  the  militia  expenses — to  pay  all  the 
expenses  of  government — to  pay  lock-keepers,  weigh- 
m asters  and  other  persons  employed  on  the  public 
works — to  pay  certain  guarantees  of  interest  by  the 
State — to  pay  debts  due  on  contracts  for  work  done  on 
the  Erie  division,  North  Branch  extension,  Wisconisco 
canal,  and  numerous  other  specified  public  improve- 
ments— to  pay  the  Canal  Commissioners,  Appraisers 
and  Engineers;  and,  in  fact,  every  operation  of  the 
Government  in  the  execution  of  which  appropriations 
of  money  are  required.  This  bill,  I  believe,  is  the  very 
first  in  the  whole  history  of  our  Government  in  which 
the  necessary  expenses  of  Government,  indeed  the  in- 
dispensable expenses  of  government,  without  which 
it  cannot  move  for  a  dav,  have  been  connected  with 
extraneous  subjects  of  a  questionable  character,  and 
concerning  which,  it  was  not  only  possible  but  prob- 
able that  conflicting  opinions  respecting  their  policy 
would  exist  among  the  various  departments  whose 
united  assent  was  necessary  for  the  passage  of  the  law. 
It  has  been,  hitherto,  among  the  statesmen  of  Penn- 
sylvania the  received  opinion,  that  the  indispensable 
expenditures  of  government  should  be  furnished  at  all 
events  whatever  else  might  fail.  But  this  Bill,  de- 
parting from  that  long  established  usage,  has  directly 
involved  these  expenses  with  the  regulation  and  con- 
trol  of  the  banking  system   of  the   Commonwealth, 
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upon  which,  perhaps,  more  than  upon  any  other  sub- 
ject, irreconcilable  differences  of  opinion  exist.  With- 
out imputing  it  as  the  design  of  the  Legislature  to 
compel  the  Executive  to  surrender  honest  and  con- 
scientious convictions  of  duty,  in  reference  to  at  least 
two  of  the  provisions  contained  in  this  Bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  appropriations  which  are  insep- 
arable from  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  govern- 
ment, I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  such  might 
very  readily  be  a  system  of  coercion  adopted  by  the 
Legislature,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  de- 
stroy entirely  the  independence  of  the  Executive,  or 
to  arrest  at  any  moment  the  action  of  the  government. 
I  take  my  stand  at  the  threshold  of  these  encroach- 
ments, and  respectfully  protest  against  the  policy  of 
connecting  measures  of  undoubted  public  utility  with 
those  of  questionable  utility,  with  a  view  of  render- 
ing what  is  just  and  proper  a  cover  and  a  pretext  for 
measures  that  are  not  deemed  to  be  of  that  character. 
I  am  aware  that  in  a  free  government,  like  ours,  con- 
sisting of  independent  co-ordinate  departments,  it 
would  be  ^'ain  and  unjust  to  expect  that  either  of  those 
departments  could,  or  should,  compel  the  others  to 
yield  peculiar  opinions  of  their  own  in  all  things,  with- 
out mutual  concession  and  compromise.  I  trust  I 
shall  never  be  found  so  unreasonable,  as  to  ask  the 
Legislature  to  forego  all  its  own  convictions  of  duty, 
on  subjects  of  general  public  policy  without  testifying 
to  them  my  own  entire  willingness  to  meet  them  at 
least  half  way.  It  is  true,  when  attempts  have  been 
made  to  reach  certain  objects  not  so  much  of  appar- 
ent public  utility  as  of  party  policy,  by  means  which 
I  deemed  unjust  and  improper,  I  have  not  hesitated, 
nor  shall  I  hesitate,  to  take  my  position  on  that  solid 
ground  of  otYicial  independence  whereon  I  am  placed 
by  the  Constitution.  In  such  cases  I  have  interposed 
my  executive  authority,   to  prevent   the  passage  of 
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laws  in  which  I  clearly  saw  no  great  public  interest 
was  involved,  without  concession  or  compromise.  Self- 
respect  forbid  my  pursuing  any  other  course;  but 
when  a  measure  like  the  present  Bill  is  presented 
for  my  sanction,  I  feel  and  acknowledge  the  strong 
obligations  of  duty  which  should  compel  me  to  refuse 
it  my  assent,  and  I  trust  I  shall  give  evidence  to  the 
Legislature,  and  to  the  people,  that  I  am  not  acting 
without  good  reason;  and  if  the  vital  and  important 
objects  provided  for  in  this  Bill  fail  to  be  finally  se- 
cured, that  it  is  not  without  a  sincere  and  earnest  ef- 
fort on  my  part  to  prevent  it,  by  every  reasonable  offer 
of  mutual  concession.  I  will  now  state  concisely  the 
objections  to  this  Bill,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  in- 
surmountable. In  the  first  place,  I  consider  the  sev- 
enteenth section  as  giving  to  the  banks  an  absolute 
exemption  from  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
for  at  least  the  period  of  five  years,  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  the  Bill.  It  is  provided,  among  other 
things,  in  the  seventeenth  section,  that  all  laws  im- 
posing penalties  of  interest  greater  than  six  per  cent., 
as  also  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters  for  certain  de- 
linquencies, shall  be  suspended  untU  further  legisla- 
tive action,  and  until  provision  is  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  first  section  of 
the  Bill.  Now,  had  this  subject  of  suspension  been 
left  entirely  to  the  further  action  of  the  Legislature, 
without  coupling  it  with  the  provision  for  the  re-pay- 
ment of  the  loan  of  three  millions  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  would  have  been  far  less  objectionable. 
— But  even  then,  what  would  be  our  condition?  This 
suspension  would  continue  till  it  was  terminated  by 
legislative  action;  and  although  the  people  might,  by 
a  large  majority,  will  that  it  should  cease,  yet  if  the 
banks  could  find  favor  with  either  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature, or  with  the  Executive,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  carry  that  will  into  execution.     Is  it  wise,  is  it  just 
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to  surrender  sueli  power  as  this  to  the  banks,  when  in 
all  contests  heretofore  had,  between  these  institutions 
and  the  people,  they  have  proved  victorious?  But, 
by  the  Bill  before  me,  they  are  to  enjoy  these  exemp- 
tions not  only  until  further  legislation,  but  until  the 
Legislature  provides  for  the  repayment  of  this  large 
loan.  How  will  it  ever  be  re-paid,  if  this  Bill  should 
pass?  The  banks  control  and  regulate  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  country,  in  which  so  large  an 
amount  of  capital  as  this  is  involved.  They  are  di- 
rectly interested  in  preventing  the  re-payment  of  this 
loan  at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  of  ten  years,  because 
they  enjoy  exemption  fiK)m  the  forfeiture  of  their  char- 
ters, as  long  as  this  loan  remains  unredeemed.  It 
is  not  at  all  likely,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  or  even 
ten  years,  the  Commonwealth  will  be  able  to  pay  off 
a  loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  without  doing  it 
by  making  another  loan  for  that  purpose.  From  whom 
can  this  loan  be  procured?  Surely  not  from  Europe, 
for  that  market  is  glutted  with  our  stocks  already. 
Not  from  our  own  banks,  for  if  they  were  to  make  a 
loan  to  the  State,  it  would  be  to  deprive  themselves  of 
the  valuable  privileges  they  enjoy  under  the  exemp- 
tions already  mentioned.  Not  from  our  own  capital- 
ists, for  they  are  so  deeply  interested  in  the  banks,  as 
to  be  restrained,  by  that  consideration,  or  they  can 
probably  find,  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  more  pro- 
fitable investments  for  their  money.  It  is  idle,  there- 
fore, to  say  that  this  loan  can  be  repaid  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  or  even  a  greater  length  of  time,  with  such 
strong  interests  in  the  way  to  prevent  it.  An  Act  of 
the  Legislature  authorizing  a  loan  to  be  taken  for  the 
repayment  of  this  loan  of  three  millions  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  would  be  fruitless;  the  money  could 
not  be  obtained  upon  it,  and  until  it  was  obtained,  the 
banks  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legislature, 
and  would  enjoy  their  right  of  suspension  in  defiance 


8oo  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

of  its  action.  It  scarcely  requires!  a  prophet  to  fore- 
see what  would  be  the  issue  of  a  law  like  thi^.  At 
the  end  of  the  five  years  mentioned  in  the  first  section 
of  the  Bill,  there  would  be  a  renewal  of  the  same  loan, 
and  the  same  system  of  operation  for  another  period 
of,  perhaps,  five  years,  or  perhaps  longer,  and  we 
should  thus  have  a  suspension  which  might  be  con- 
sidered as  perpetual.  We  cannot  foretell  its  conse- 
quences, we  cannot  foresee  its  end.  The  moment  it 
is  engrafted  upon  our  system,  we  may  despair  of  all 
other  reform.  It  w411  be  fastened  upon  us  until  the 
system  itself,  by  its  own  excesses  and  corruptions,  is 
annihilated.  The  specie  still  Hemaining  in  the  vaults 
of  the  banks,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  will  van- 
ish, and  a  dreary,  hopeless  era  of  irredeemable  paper 
money,  open  upon  the  Commonwealth.  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  contemplate  this  scene  without  feel- 
ings of  the  deepest  repugnance.  Nor  can  I  believe 
it  is  right  to  fasten  such  a  condition  as  this  upon  a 
measure  indispensably  necessary  to  the  healthful  ex- 
istence of  the  functions  of  government. 

The  authority  given  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  make  an  assignment,  and  also 
the  exoneration  of  the  trustees,  or  assignees,  from 
giving,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  security  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  trust;  and  also  from  making  out 
an  inventory,  and  having  an  appraisement  taken  of  the 
property  assigned,  seems  to  me,  to  be  a  dangerous  and 
unnecessary  surrender  of  the  proper  control  over  per- 
sons entrusted  with  such  an  immense  amount  of  prop- 
erty. It  is  true,  the  manner  of  regulating  the  conduct 
of  the  trustees  or  assignees,  is  vested  in  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank:  but  from  sundry  recent  develop- 
ments in  that  institution,  it  seems  doubtful  whether 
the  stockholders  are,  at  all  times,  the  safest  and  best 
depositories  of  such  unlimited  power.  The  tempta- 
tion to  abuse  it,  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  or  as- 
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signees,  would  be  great,  and  the  security  against  it  is 
literally  nothing.  I  very  much  question  the  policy  of 
passing  such  sweeping  acts  of  legislation  as  this.  Why 
introduce  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  into  this  bill 
at  all?  That  institution  had  surely  very  comprehen- 
sive and  indulgent  powers  granted  to.it  at  its  creation, 
and  deliberately  accepted  by  its  stockholders  at  the 
time.  It  has  very  recently,  before  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  succeeded 
in  escaping  from  the  provisions  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  third  of  April,  1840,  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments,  by  pleading  that  its  act  of  incorporation 
was  a  contract  between  the  Bank  and  the  State.  If 
it  be  so,  let  it  abide  by  the  terms  of  that  contract,  and 
stand  or  fall  upon  its  own  voluntary  agreement.  The 
influence  of  this  institution  upon  the  other  banks,  and 
upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country^  has  been 
abundantly  deleterious,  and  I  can  see  no  special  rea- 
son in  favor  of  exonerating  this  bank  and  its  trustee 
or  trustees,  from  obligations  that  are  imposed  upon 
every  man,  without  distinction,  who  is  invested  with 
the  same  kind  of  important  trusts.  The  powers  given 
to  this  bank,  at  the  time  of  its  origin,  were  considered 
ample  for  everj^  necessary  purpose,  and  I  do  not  per- 
ceive, in  its  present  condition,  any  good  ground  for 
this  unqualified  enlargement  of  them. 

Having  thus  stated,  with  much  brevity,  my  princi- 
pal reasons  to  the  present  Bill,  I  will  proceed  to  ex- 
plain in  what  manner  these  objections  may  be  re- 
moved. I  have  always  been,  and  I  am  still,  most  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  the  issuing  and  circulation  of  notes 
under  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  and  1  have  on 
repeated  occasions,  both  in  addressing  the  Legislature 
and  my  fellow-citizens,  expressed  this  opinion.  I 
must  in  candor,  however,  admit  that  within  a  short 
time,    the   aspect   of  this  subject  of  small   notes,  in 

Pennsylvania,  has  materially  changed.     All  the  sur- 
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rounding  States  have  authorized  their  banks  to  issue 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars;  our 
own  banks  are  in  a  condition  which  renders  it  exceed- 
ingly improbable  that  they  will  be  able  to  resume  , 
specie  payments  for  some  little  time  to  come;  in  the 
mean  while  our  specie  is  in  a  great  measure  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  and  the  small  notes  of  the  States 
surrounding  us  on  every  side,  in  open  defiance  of  that 
most  excellent  law  passed  in  1828,  to  prohibit  their 
circulation,  are  thrown  in  upon  our  citizens  to  take 
its  place.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  issue  of  a  lim- 
ited amount  of  notes  under  the  denomination  of  five 
dollars,  for  a  limited  period  of  time,  based  upon  the 
security  of  the  State  stock  and  State  credit,  seems  to 
be  less  liable  to  objection  than  any  other  mode  pro- 
posed at  any  former  period  of  time.  There  is,  perhaps, 
another  consideration  which  should  operate  with  no 
small  infiuence  in  the  decision  of  this  question.  The 
mode  and  manner  of  raising  money  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  government,  and  to  pay  the  debts  and 
various  obligations  of  the  Commonwealth,  belong 
properly  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  im- 
mediate representatives  of  the  people.  It  is  for  them 
to  judge,  in  the  first  instance,  subject  to  the  higher 
judgment  of  their  constituents,  in  what  manner  this 
money  is  to  be  produced ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Legislature,  the  amount  required  for  the  current  year 
provided  by  this  Bill,  can  be  raised  by  no  other  means 
than  that  contained  in  it,  of  authorizing  the  issue  of 
notes  such  as  I  have  described,  I  do  not  think  I  would 
be  justified  in  deeming  this  a  sufficient  objection  to 
prevent  the  passage  of  the  Bill,  if  otherwise  faultless. 
As  a  private  citizen,  I  wcpuld  not  yield  my  hostility 
to  the  issuing  of  small  notes  by  the  banks  of  this 
Commonwealth;  but  as  the  Executive,  having  no 
power  to  originate  measures,  but  only  that  of  approv- 
ing such  as  are  presented  by  the  Legislature,  I  stand 
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in  a  different  position;  and  as  between  the  sanction 
of  such  a  measure  as  this,  and  the  embarrassments 
that  must  necesisarily  be  produced,  by  the  defeat  of 
a  Bill,  making  appropriations  for  the  indispensable 
wants  of  the  government,  I  should  consider  it  as  a 
choice  of  evils  at  the  best,  and  that  as  the  least  evil 
which  would  produce  the  least  general  distress. 

So  far  as  respectsi  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  exemption  of  the  banks,  in  the  sev- 
enteenth section  of  this  Bill,  from  penalties  exceeding 
six  per  cent,  interest,  and  the  forfeiture  of  their  char- 
ters, I  think  the  boon  extended  to  the  banks  is  not 
only  greater  than  is  necessary,  but  greater  than  has 
been  asked  for  by  any  of  those  institutions.  By  this 
section  it  is  provided,  that  "no  banking  institution  in 
this  State  shall  be  subject  by  way  of  penalty  or  other- 
wise, to  any  greater  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  any  thing  in  any  Act  of  Assembly  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  and  that  all  provisions 
of  any  other  Act  of  Assembly  heretofore  passed,  or 
of  any  Act  of  incorporation  providing  for  the  forfeiture 
of  any  charter,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  non-payment 
of  any  of  its  liabilities  on  demand,  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  suspended  until  further  legislative  action, 
and  until  the  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this 
Act.-'  No  legislative  inquiry  upon  this  subject  ha^^  been 
instituted — no  petitions  have  been  presented  by  the 
banks  themselves,  except  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  asking  for  such  indulgence  as  this  Bill  contem- 
plates: and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the 
views  of  the  banks  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  no 
further  legislative  action  has  been  asked  for  or  desired, 
except  the  repeal  of  the  resumption  resolutions  of 
third  April,  1840,  and  the  banks  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  they  occupied  previous  to  the  passage 
of  these  resolutions,  under  the  Act  of  1824.     This  Act 
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of  1824,  for  the  general  regulation  of  the  banks  of  this 
Commonwealth,  seems  to  have  been  framed  in  a  spirit 
of  great  liberality  and  forbearance  towards  the  banks, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  makes  judicious  provision 
for  the  security  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. From  the  passage  of  this  law  of  1824,  up  to  the 
time  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  wa;s  chartered  by 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  banks  of  this 
Commonwealth,  subject  to  its  provisions,  were  in  a 
flourishing  and  prosperous  condition — felt  neither 
fears  nor  molestation,  and  never  complained  of  the 
hardship  of  any  of  its  provisions,  and  there  were  by 
few,  if  any,  complaintsi  on  the  part  of  the  people. 
But  the  enormous  increase  of  banking  capital  produced 
by  the  creation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
other  banks,  during  the  same  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, gave  such  a  wild  and  reckless  impulse  to  the 
banking  system,  as  to  precipitate  all  these  iuistitutions 
into  the  unfortunate  condition  in  which  we  now  find 
them.  There  is  obviously  but  one  rational  and  certain 
remedy  for  the  evil,  that  is  to  get  rid  of  the  causes 
which  produced  it.  Let  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
meet  its  fate  under  its  charter — let  the  resolutions  of 
3d  April,  1840,  passed  with  the  hope  of  correcting 
some  of  the  evils  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  produced  be  repealed,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  proper  tribunal,  that  that  institution 
is  exempt  from  their'  operation,  and  on  the  same 
principle  there  are  four  other  banks  claiming  like  spe- 
cial privileges,  which  are  exempt  also;  the  whole  of 
the  capital  of  these  banks  aggregately  amounting  to 
two- thirds  of  the  banking  capital  of  this  State;  and 
let  the  other  banks  of  the  Commonwealth  be  placed 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Act  of  1824.  I  appeal  to 
the  recollection  of  those  who  have  been  familiar  with 
the  condition  of  things  in  Pennsylvania  for  years  past, 
and  to  the  historv  of  the  times,  to  bear  me  out  in  the 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  805 

assertion,  that  neither  the  banks  nor  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth,  every  enjoyed  a  state  of  higher  pros- 
perity, nor  of  more  absolute  freedom  from  all  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  and  difficulties,  than  they  did 
during  the  interval  from  1824  to  1836;  and  I  do  not 
perceive  any  well  grounded  reason  to  doubt  that  with 
a  little  patience,  prudence,  and  economy,  the  s-ame 
salutary  results  that  flowed  from  the  laws  then  in 
force,  will  be  again  felt,  if  the  same  laws  are  restored. 
Should  the  views  here  expressed  be  embodied  in  a 
section  or  sections,  and  substituted  for  the  seventeenth 
section  of  the  Bill,  I  would  then  feel  myself  justifiable 
in  approving  the  Bill,  although  I  have  a  strong  dis- 
like for  some  of  its  provisions. — But  whatever  may  be 
my  feelings  of  dislike,  I  am  bound  to  repress  them 
when  I  consider  that  should  no  provision  be  made  by 
law  for  appropriations  to  the  objects  contained  in  this 
Bill,  we  shall  have  the  pain  and  mortification  of  seeing 
the  remaining  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  and  In- 
dian wars,  who  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  line,  tot- 
tering unprovided  for  and  penniless  to  the  grave. — 
The  blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  orphan,  and  the 
friendless  and  unprotected  inmate  of  the  House  of 
Refuge,  would  be  deprived  of  that  alleviation  of  their 
wants  and  sulferings,  which  the  bounty  of  the  Com- 
monwealth has  so  liberally  provided.  The  Common 
School  system,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  languish  and  be  destroyed.  Op- 
erations upon  our  public  improvements  must  be 
stopped;  their  repair  will  be  impossible.  The  con- 
tractors upon  our  public  improvements,  trusting  to 
the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State,  contracted  large  debts 
to  farmers,  merchants,  mechanics  and  laborers,  from 
whom,  unless  provision  be  made  for  that  purpose,  the 
State  will  withhold  the  means  of  payment.  And  in 
relation  to  this  numerous  and  enterprizing  class  of 
our  citizens,  who  are  the  creditors  of  the  State,  to  so 
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large  an  auxount,  if  an^^thing  can  add  to  the  aggrava- 
tion and  injustice  of  their  case,  it  is  the  almost  in- 
evitable certainty,  that  while  the  State  is  largely  their 
debtor,   they  must  be  broken  up,  ruined,   and  their 
property  pass  under  the  hammer  of  the  sheriff.     And 
even  our  courts  of  justice,  where  none  but  independent 
and  inflexible  judges  should    sit,    would    experience 
their  share  of  the  common  calamity;  withdrawn  from 
their  professions,  prevented  by  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties,  from  engaging  in  any  other  business 
for  the  support  of  their  families,  and  many  of  them 
poor,  even  the  salaries  which  are  guaranteed  to  them 
by  law,  for  services  to  the  public,  cannot  be  paid. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  such  praiseworthy  objects  as 
these,  will  be  left  unprovided  for,  by  the  Legislature? 
Can  an  adjournment  take  place,  while  a  sacred  duty, 
which  every  man  has  solemnly  sworn  to  discharge  re- 
mains unperformed?    I  cannot  believe  it  possible.  To 
suppose  it  was  so,  would  be  casting,  what  I  still  hope 
and  trust,  is  an  undeserved  reproach  on  those  who 
have  been  selected  by  the  people,  to  guard  and  pro- 
mote their  welfare.     Independent  of  these  particular 
classes  of  persons  which  will  feel  most  immediately 
the  weight  of  the  blow,  the  entire  mass  of  the  com- 
munity has  not  only  a  pecuniary  interest  arising  from 
the  direct  and  remote  connection  subsisting  between 
these  classes  and  the  other  citizens,  but  has  a  higher 
and  a  dearer  stake  at  issue — the  character  and  honor 
of  our  State.     Tell  it  not  to  our  sister  States  of  the 
Union — tell  it  not  to  the  world,  that  Pennsylvania, 
steadfast  in  the  course  of  integrity,  abounding  in  re- 
sources, and  proud  of  her  honor,  has  been  the  first  to 
swerve  from  that  highest  of  all  duties,  the  duty  of 
preserving  her  fame.     Are  the  members  of  this  Leg- 
islature willing  and  ready  to  be  stamped  to  all  fu- 
ture ages,   as  the  first   American    Legislature    that 
brought  infamy  and  disgrace  upon  our  republican  gov- 
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ernment?  Are  they  prepared,  because  the  Executive 
cannot  sanction  what  he  conscientiously  and  firmly 
believes  to  be,  in  effect,  a  perpetual  suspension  by  the 
banks,  to  jeopard,  nay,  to  sacrifice  those  meritorious 
classes  of  citizens,  to  whom  I  have  just  referred,  and 
those  great  and  vital  interests  which  depend  upon  the 
appropriations  contained  in  the  Bill,  to  which  I  have 
expressed  my  readiness  to  give  my  assent?  If  a  sin- 
cere and  patriotic  desire  to  promote  the  public  good, 
be  the  governing  motive,  with  the  several  branches  of 
the  government,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the  pass- 
age of  a  bill  so  eminentl}^  calculated  to  promote  it 
as  the  one  I  have  suggested;  but  if  there  be  any  ul- 
terior purpose  in  view,  any  paltry  expectation  of  po- 
litical advantage,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  welfare, 
then  it  isi  neither  for  me,  nor  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  know  what  will  be  the  result. 

In  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  frankness  I  have 
buried  my  animosity  to  many  prominent  features  of 
this  bill.  I  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  yield 
much — yes,  to  yield  everything,  except  the  point  which 
I  consider  of  too  deep  and  solemn  import  to  the  public 
welfare  to  be  sanctioned  by  authority  of  law:  and 
having  done  this  much,  to  prevent  the  evils  which  I 
have  thus  depicted,  and  to  save  the  honor  of  the  State 
from  disgrace,  I  have  done  my  duty  according  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment.  If  not  met  by  a  corresponding 
spirit  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  the  issue,  mo- 
mentous and  deplorable  as  it  may  be,  must  come.  To 
the  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  must  share  in 
the  blessings  or  in  the  curses  of  the  measure,  I  cheer- 
fully commit  the  decision.  The  great  question  is  now 
distinctly  put  to  them,  whether  they  are  or  are  not 
in  favor  of  an  irredeemable  paper  currency,  and  a  per- 
petual suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks? 
and  also,  whether  they  approve  of  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  Legislature,  should  it  occur,  to  provide 
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even  for  the  indispensable  wants  of  the  government, 
without  which  it  becomes  powerless,  and  almost 
ceases  to  be  a  government.  If  a  majority  of  the  people 
are  in  favor  of  these  measures,  be  it  so — I  shall  bow 
to  their  decree;  but  as  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  look- 
ing only  to  the  common  good  of  all,  I  shall  deeply  re- 
gret the  evils  it  will  entail  upon  us,  and  blush  that 
I  have  lived  to  see  the  day  of  her  tarnished  and  dis- 
honored fame. 

It  is  idle  to  deceive  ourselves,  by  supposing  that 
great  hardship  and  embarrassment  will  not  be  pro- 
duced, by  the  defeat  of  a  bill  calculated  to  relieve  the 
community,  by  making  the  necessary  provisions  for 
paying  her  just  debts,  and  carrying  on  the  affairs  of 
government.  This  must  and  will  undoubtedly  follow. 
But  I  trust  there  will  be  patriotic  resolution  enough 
found  among  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  to  endure 
these  hardships  for  a  season,  without  repining,  if  the 
alternative  presented  by  this  bill,  be,  as  I  honestly 
believe  it  to  be,  far  worse.  In  the  darkest  and  most 
perilous  times  of  the  revolution,  our  fathers,  though 
destitute  of  food,  clothing  and  money,  bravely  adhered 
to  their  country's  cause,  bare-footed  in  winter  snows, 
and  in  the  face  of  a  superior  force,  they  clung  to  her 
standard  and  disdained  the  comforts  and  the  gold  of- 
fered by  her  foes — none  deserted,  and  none  shrunk 
from  the  northern  blasts  that  pierced  their  naked 
bodies,  or  the  British  bayonets  presented  at  their 
breasts;  and  if  they  made  such  sacrifices  to  gain  our 
liberty,  their  sons,  abundantly  clothed  and  abundantly 
fed,  should  be  willing  to  make,  at  least,  the  sacrifice 
of  suffe^ring  for  a  short  time  the  inconvenience  of 
empty  pockets,  to  preserve  the  liberty  their  fathers 
handed  down.  Money  is  a  great  convenience,  un- 
doubtedly, and  very  desirable,  but  what  amount  of 
njoney  would  pay  the  price  of  our  self  respect,  the 
substantial  prosperity  of  the  State  and  of  our  freedom? 
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If  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  prove  recreant  in  this 
crisis,  they  will  indeed  have  forgotten  the  example  of 
their  ancestors,  and  will  prove  themselves  to  be,  what 
I  trust  they  would  scorn  to  acknowledge,  "degenerate 
sons  of  noble  sires." — I  call  upon  you,  fellow  citizens 
of  the  Legislature — I  conjure  you  to  pause  and  think 
well,  before  you  depart  to  your  respective  placesi  of 
abode,  without  making  some  adequate  provision  to 
save  the  government  of  the  State  from  the  want  of 
the  pecuniary  means  of  performing  its  vital  functions. 
I  entreat  you  to  contemplate  the  awful  and  unprece- 
dented responsibility  you  would  thus  be  assuming,  and 
to  think  of  the  judgment  of  posterity.  I  have  done 
all  that  lies  in  my  power,  the  rest  is  with  you. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  May  1,  1841. 
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^Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Amos  Gustine  as  a 
Representative    of    Pennsylvania    in    the    United 


States  Congress. 


Pennsylvania  S9. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
tlioritv  of  tlie  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


I 


A    PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  thir- 
teenth Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth,  com- 
posed of  the  Counties  of  Cumberland,  Juniata  and 
Perry,  on  Tuesday  the  fourth  day  of  May  instant, 
under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 


I 


♦WRIT   DIRECTING  THE   SPECIAT^    ELECTION. 

Pennsylvania,   ss: 
[Signed]  David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  DAVID  R.  POR- 
TER, Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth.  To 
PAUL,  MARTIN,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land, Esquire,  Sends  Greeting. 
W.hereas,  a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  William  Ramsey,  Esquire,  elected  a  member  of  the  27th  Congress 
from  the  thirteenth  Congressional  district.  Now  therefore,  in  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  in  such  case  made  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  Act  of  the  Gt«neral  Assembly  passed  the  2nd  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1839  I  David  R.  Porter,  being  vested  with  the  Executive  authority  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  have  issued  this  Writ,  hereby  commanding  you  the 
said  Paul  Ma^rtin  to  hold  an  election  in  the  said  County  of  Cumberland,  on 
Tuesday  the  fourth  day  of  May  next,  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  for  choosing 
a  representative  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacaycy  which  has  happened  as  aforesaid', 
and  you   are   hereby  required   and   enjojned   to  hold   and    conduct   the   said 
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passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  it  appears  that  Amos  Gustine  was  duly 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Kepresentative  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  William  S.  Ramsey,  Es- 
quire. 

And  Whereas  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  Act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special 
election  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
declare  by  proclamation  the  name  ol  the  person  elected. 
Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  hereby 
publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Amos  Gustine 
is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  before  men- 
tioned, as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  the  room  of  William  S.  Ramsey,  dec'd.,  who 
had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-seventh  Con- 
gress. '       !  ':  ; , 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Harrisburg  this  thirteenth  day  of  May,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Sec'y  Common'th. 

election  and  make  a  return  thereof  in  the  manner  and  form  as  by  law  di- 
rected and  required. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg, 
this  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  «in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one,    and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor. 
FRS.    R.   SHUNK, 

Sec'y  Com. 

[Similar  Writs  to  the  above  were  Issued  same  day  to  William  W.  Wllscn. 
Sheriff  of  Juniata  county,  and  Joseph  Shuler,   Sheriff  of  Perry  county.] 
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Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Henry  W. 
Beeson  as  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A>  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  twen- 
tieth Congressional  district  of 
this  Commonwealth,  composed 
of  the  Counties  of  Fayette  and  Green,  on  Tuesday  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May  last,  under  the  authority  of 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  pas-sed  the  2nd  day 
of  July,  xi.  D.  1839,  it  appears  that  Henry  W.  Beeson 
was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  Representative  of  this 
State,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  twenty- 
seventh  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Enos  Hook, 
Esquire. 

And  Whereas,  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section 
of  the  act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special 
election  by  the  Secretary  of  .the  Commonwealth,  to 
declare  by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person 
elected. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Henry 
W.  Beeson  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district 
before  mentioned,  as  a  Representative  of  this  State 
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in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  the  room  of  Enos  Hook  resigned, 
who  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-sev- 
enth Congress. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg,  this  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-fifth. 
Bv  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Sec'y  Common'th. 


^Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thorit}'    of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


♦WRIT  ISSUED   FOR  THE   SPECIAL   ELECTION. 
Pennsylvania,   ss: 
[Signed]  David  R.  Porter. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
Commonwealth   of  Pennsylvania,    DAVID  R.   POR- 
TER,   Governor   of   the    said    Commonwealth.       To 
v..^„. ..  J  DANIEL  FITLER,    Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County 

Philadelphia.  Sends  Greeting: 
Whereas,  a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State  In  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the  resig- 
nation of  John  Sergeant,  Esquire,  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress  from  the  Second  Congressional  District,  composed  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia.  Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  such  case 
made  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
•Assembly,  passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1839,  I  David  R.  Porter, 
being  vested  with  the  executive  authority  of  the  State  of  Penn.s;ylvania,  have 
issued  this  Writ,  hereby  commanding  you,  the  said  Daniel  Fitler,  Sheriff  of 
the   City  and  County  of   Philadelphia  aforesaid  to   hold  an   election   in   the 
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A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  made 
by  the  Judges  of  the  General 
Election  held  in  the  Second 
Congressional  District  of  this 
Commonwealth  composed  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  the  twelfth  day 
of  October  instant,  under  the  Authority  of  an  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly  passed  the  2nd  day  of  July  A. 
D.  1839,  it  appears  that  Joseph  E.  Ingersoll  was  duly 
elected  to  serve  as  a  Eepresentative  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  John  Sergeant,  Esquire. 

And  Whereas,  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section 
of  the  Act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special 
election,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
declare  by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person 
elected. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Joseph  R. 
Ingersoll  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  a  representative  of  this  State  m 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  for 
which  the  said  John  Sergeant,  Esquire  was  elected  to 
serve. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
at  Harrisburg  this  nineteenth  day  of  October,  in  the 

City  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  appointed  for  holding  the  next  Genearl 
election,  being  on  Tuesday  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  1841,  for  choosing 
a  Representative  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  has  happened  as  aforesaid,  and 
you  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  hold  and  conduct  the  said  election, 
and  make  a  return  thereof,  in  the  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed 
and  required. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg, 
this  Eighteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-one  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-sixth. 

By  the  Governor. 
H.    PETREKIN, 

Dep'y  Sec'y  Common' th. 
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year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Sixty-sixth. 
By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Sec'y  Common'th. 


^Proclamation  Announcing  the  Election  of  James  M. 
Russell  as  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


♦DOCUMENTS    CONNECTED    WITH   THE    PROCDAMATION. 

Somerset,    Dec'r  1st,   1841. 
David  R.  Porter,  _ 
Governor, 
Harrisburg,    Pa. : 
Dear  Sir:   Permit  us  to  inform  you  of  the  Death  of  the  Hon'l  Henry  Black, 
our  Representative  in  Congress.     He  died  at  his  residence  on   Sunday  morn- 
ing last,    the  28th  of  Nov.,    and  was  buried  on   the  next  day.    We  give  you 
this  information  for  fear  you  might  not  receive  it  through  some  other  source, 
so  that  you  may  be  able  to  order  a  new  election  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible.   While  we  remain  very  respectfully  your  friends. 
W.    H.    Postlethwaite,  Wm.    Philson, 

John  Neff,  D.    Weyand, 

Jos.  ImhofC,  S.    Gaither, 

Isaac  Ankeny,  J.  Husus. 

Gov.  Porter: 
I  think  we  will  be  able  to  elect  a  Democrat  this  time  without  doubt. 

Wm.    Philson. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

In  the  name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
DAVID  R.  PORTER.  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth.  To  WILLIAM 
TODD,   Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Cambria,   Esquire.     Sends  Greeting: 

Whereas,  a  vacancy  has  happened  In  the  representation  of  this  State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Ftates  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  Henry  Black,  Esquire,  elected  a  member  of  the  27th  Congress  from  the 
18th  Congressional  district,  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Somerset 
and  Cambria.    Now,   therefore,    in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  such  cas* 
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A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  made 
by  the  Judges  of  a  special  elec- 
tion held  in  the  eighteenth 
Congressional  district  of  this 
Commonwealth,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Somer- 
set, Bedford  and  Cambria,  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  day  of 
December,  instant,  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of 
the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  2d  day  of  July,  1839, 
it  appears  that  James  M.  Kussell  was  duly  elected  to 
serve  as  a  Kepresentative  of  this  State  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  twenty-seventh  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Henry  Black. 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  42d  section  of  the  act 
before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  election, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  declare  by 
proclamation  the  name  of  the  persons  elected, 

Now,  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation, 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  James 
M.  Russell  is  dulv  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district 
before  mentioned,  as  a  Representative  of  this  state  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  the  room  of  Henry  Black,  deceased, 

made  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  2nd  July,  183&,  I  David  R.  Porter,  being  vested  with  the 
Executive  authority  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  issued  this  Writ 
hereby  commanding  you  the  said  William  Todd,  to  hold  election  in  the 
said  County  of  Cambria  on  Tuesday  the  21st  day  of  December  instant,  for 
choosing  a  representative  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  has  happened  as  afore- 
said; and  you  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  hold  and  conduct  the  said 
election  and  make  a  return  thereof  in  the  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is 
directed  and  required. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,   the  3rd  December, 
A.  D.   1841    and  of  the  Common'th  the  66th. 

By  the  Governor. 

FRS.    R.    SHUNK, 

Sec'y  Common'th. 

Writs  similar  to  the  above  were  issued  and  forwarded  same  day  to  WIL- 
L.IAN   KELLER,    Sheriff   of   Bedford   Co.,    and    GEORGE    MOWRY,    Sheriff 
of  Somerset  Co. 
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^^bo  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-sev- 
enth  Congress. 

Given  nnder  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisbiirg,  this  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
iii  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty  one,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
sixth.  ' 
By  the  Governor. 

Frs.  R.  Shunk, 

Sec'y  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  Announcing  the  Re-election  of  Gov- 
ernor David  R.  Porter  and  continuing  all  Appoint- 
ments and  Commissions  for  the  Term  of  Six 
Months. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  E.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia have  duly  certified  that  the  said  Speaker  of  the 
Senate  did,  on  the  18th  day  of  January  instant,  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
State  Capitol,  at  Harrisiburg,  open  and  publish  the  re- 
turns of  the  late  election  of  a  Governor  of  the  said 
52— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Commonwealth,  in  the  presence  of  the  members  ot 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  conformably  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  that, 
upon  counting  the  votes  by  a  Teller  appointed  on  the 
part  of  each  House,  it  appeared  that  David  R.  Por- 
ter had  a  majority  of  votes.  Whereupon  the  said 
David  R.  Porter  was  declared  to  have  been  duly  elect- 
ed Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth;  and,  having 
first  taken  the  oaths  of  office,  was  accordingly  on 
this  18th  day  of  January  proclaimed  Governor  thereof. 
Now  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  trust  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  granted  and  confided  and  for  preventing  all  fail- 
ures in  the  administration  of  justice,  I,  the  said  David 
R.  Porter,  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  issue  this  proc- 
lamation, hereby  confirming  and  continuing  all  ap- 
pointments made  and  all  commissions  heretofore  law- 
fully issued  for  the  term  of  six  months  from  the  date 
of  these  presents  unless  the  said  appointments  and 
commissions  shall  be  sooner  superseded  and  annulled. 
And  I  do  further  direct  and  enjoin  all  public  officers 
engaged  in  the  several  departments  of  the  Govern- 
naent  to  proceed  with  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  per- 
formance and  execution  of  their  respective  stations, 
so  as  most  effectually  to  promote  and  secure  the  in- 
terest, peace  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this"  twenty-second  day  of  Janu- 
ary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-tw^o,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
sixtv-sixth, 

Hv  the  Governor, 

Anson  V.  Parsons, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

IN  PERFOEMANCE  OF  THE  DUTY  ENJOINED 
on  me  by  the  Constitution,  I  proceed  to  give  you 
such  information  of  the  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  such 
measures  as  I  think  expedient  at  the  present  time. 
The  discharge  of  this  duty  is,  in  many  respects,  beset 
with  dltliculty,  but  this  does  not  absolve  me  from  the 
obligation  created  by  my  oflQcial  station.  In  a  spirit 
of  perfect  frankness,  I  shall  submit  to  you  the  best 
dictates  of  my  judgment,  and  shall  .be  happy  if,  in 
your  wisdom  and  experience,  you  can  so  modif;y  and 
improve  them  as  to  promote  in  a  greater  degree,  the 
welfare  of  our  common  constituents,  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

The  subject  of  deepest  interest,  and  greatest  per- 
plexity, that  calls  for  our  attention  is,  the  financial 
condition  of  the  State.  Although  I  have,  on  several 
former  occasions,  entered  into  a  full  and  minute  ex- 
position of  this  matter,  I  cannot  refrain  from  again 
presenting  it  to  your  consideration,  in  a  manner  so 
distinct  and  plain,  as  to  preclude,  I  trust,  the  possibil- 
ity of  misconception  on  the  part  of  those  who  feel  an 
honest  desire  to  understand  it.  I  am  persuaded  that 
however  embarrassed  may  be  the  pecuniary  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth,  nothing  is  needed  to  induce  the 
people  to  provide  means  to  extricate  them,  but  a  clear 
and  candid  exposition  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  liabilities  to  which  they  are  subject.  The  time  for 
concealment,  evasion  and  deception  on  this  point,  is 
at  an  end.  The  contract  has  been  made.  The  faith 
of  the  State  is  pledged,  and  every  consideration  of  duty 
and  of  honor  require  of  us,  to  know  our  true  condition, 
and  to  provide  adequate  means  to  meet  our  obligations, 
and  to  redeem  our  plighted  faith. 
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There  is  due  by  this  State,  to  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  deposite  of  surplus  revenue,  the  sum  of 
12,867,514.78.  The  funded  debt  of  the  State  amounts 
to  136,331,005.68.  This  debt  is  reimbursable  as  fol- 
lows: *  I 
$270,081  87  in  the  year  1841, 


62,500 

00 

ii 

ii 

1844, 

3,516,568 

81 

ii 

ii 

1846, 

50,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1847, 

1,000,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1850, 

2,000,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1853, 

3,000,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1854, 

2,783,l6l 

00 

ii 

ii 

1856, 

7,070,661 

00 

ii 

ii 

1858, 

1,250,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1859, 

2,648,680 

00 

ii 

ii 

1860, 

120,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1861, 

3,225,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1862, 

200,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1863, 

2,515,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1864, 

1,797,010 

00 

ii 

ii 

1865, 

2,524,000 

00 

ii 

ii 

1868, 

1,957,362 

00 

ii 

ii 

1870, 

340,983  00  at  the  expiration  of  certain  bank 
charters. 


Total,  136,331,005  68 


This  debt  has  beon  contracted  for  the  following  pur- 
poses: 

For  Canals  and  Kailways,  $30,055,013  68 

To  pay  Interest  on  public  debt, 3,304,303  00 

For  the  use  of  the  Treasury, 1,571,689  00 

For  Turnpikes,  State  Roads,  Bridges, 

&c.,     930,000  00 

For  the  Union  Canal,  200,000  00 
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For  the  Eastern  Penitentiary, 120,000  00 

For  the  Franklin  Railroad,   100,000  00 

For  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal, .  50,000  00 

Total,     136,331,005  68 

The  value  of  our  public  improvements, 

estimated  at  cost,  is, |29,292,165  33 

The  State  owns  bank  stock,  which  cost 

at  par,    2,108,700  00 

The  State  owns  Turnpike  and  Bridge 

stock,     2,843,048  89 

The  State  owns  Canal  and  Navigation 

stock,     831,778  66 

The  State  owns  Railroad  stock, 350,546  90 

Money  due  on  unpatented  lands,  esti- 
mated at,   1,000,000  00 

Total, 136,426,239  78 

The  immediate  difficulty  of  our  situation,  arises 
mainly  from  the  payment  of  the  interest  annually  ac- 
cruing on  thisi  debt.  This  interest  is  about  |1,800,000; 
and  this  sum,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  State  to  provide 
as  it  becomes  due.  The  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
funded  debt,  now  redeemable,  can  be  doubtless,  post- 
poned until  more  auspicious  times,  but  the  interest 
admits  of  no  such  postponement.  This  is  in  a  great 
measure  payable  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pro- 
crastinate its  reception,  and  whose  means  of  subsist- 
ence depend  on  the  faithful  adherence  of  the  State, 
to  its  solemn  engagements  with  its  loan  holders.  The 
income  especially  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  this 
interest,  is  derived  from  the  following  sources.,  to  wit: 
tolls  on  canals  and  railways,  auction  dutif^,  <iix  on 
collateral  inheritances,  dividends  on  turnpike  ^jridge 
and  navigation  stocks,  escheats,  and  the  tax  levied  on 
real  and  personal  property,  &c. 
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The  amount  received  from   each  of  these   several 
sources,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  30th  Novem- 
ber last,  is  as  follows: 
From  tolls  on  canals  and  railways,  . . .        |762,360  44 

"      Auction  duties,  77,022  15 

"     Collateral  inheritances,   21,591  43 

"     Dividends    on    turnpike,    bridge 

and  navigation  stocks,   30,355  72 

"     Escheats,    336  64 

"     Tax  on  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty, &c.,    33,292  77 


Total, 1924,959  15 


The  sum  in  the  treasury,  applicable  to  this  object, 
on  the  first  day  of  this  month,  independent  of  what  will 
be  received  during  the  month,  was  |1,020,936.38,  being 
1124,042.62  more  than  is  necessary  to  pay  the  inter- 
est due  on  the  first  of  February  next. 

In  relation  to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
State  taxes,  under  the  act  of  the  11th  June,  1840,  the 
greatest  delinquency  is  found  with  the  county  commis- 
sioners. No  return  or  statement  hag  been  received 
from  several  of  the  counties,  although  required  by  the 
sixth  section  of  the  said  act,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Auditor  General  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  Sep- 
tember, in  each  year.  It  is,  therefore,  out  of  my  power 
to  inform  you  of  the  amount  assessed  under  said  act. 
From  the  information,  however,  received,  I  feel  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  it  will  amount  to  about  half  a 
million,  or  within  a  fraction  of  it.  That  amount  will 
be  considerably  increased  by  the  valuation  and  assess- 
ment provided  by  the  "act  to  establish  a  uniform 
mode  for  the  valuation  of  property  and  assessment  of 
taxes,"  passed  15th  May  last;  the  returns  of  which  are 
required  to  be  made  to  the  Auditor  General  within 
the  present  month,  and  wall  be  laid  before  you  as  soon 
as  received. 
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The  duty  of  the  county  commissioners  to  make  re- 
turns of  the  assessments,  &c.,  to  the  Auditor  General, 
imposed  by  law,  seems  not  to  be  designated  and  en- 
forced with  sufficient  precision  and  certainty.  To  se- 
cure its  faithful  performance,  I  recommiend  a  revision 
of  the  law. 

During  the  existing  state  of  things,  the  continuance 
of  taxes  assessed,  for  the  payment  of  this  interest,  or 
at  least  of  taxes  of  some  kind  for  this  purpose,  appears 
to  be  indispensable.  If  the  distribution  of  the  ob- 
jects of  taxation,  or  the  mode  of  levying  and  collecting 
the  tax  be  unfair  or  onerous,  undoubtedly  the  evil 
should  be  promptly  corrected. 

I  have  heretofore  declared  my  determination,  to  do 
all  that  belongs  to  this  department,  to  meet  faithfully 
the  engagements  of  the  State,  and  to  maintain  un- 
sullied, the  credit  and  fidelity  of  our  Commonwealth. 
My  sentiments  in  relation  to  these  matters  have  un- 
dergone no  change,  and  I  am  pleased  to  find  that  on 
this  subject,  there  is  no  diversity  of  opinion  among 
the  great  mass  of  the  citizens  of  the  State.  All  agree 
that,  whenever  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, have  entered  into  engagements  conform- 
ably to  the  constitution  and  laws,  whether  these  en- 
gagements have  been  characterized  by  due  prudence 
and  a  proper  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  public,  or 
not,  the  honor  of  the  State,  the  permanence  of  our 
republican  institutions,  and  a  sacred  regard  to  the 
sanctity  of  public  engagements,  require  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  energies  of  her 
citizens,  be  put  in  requisition,  to  meet  her  public  en- 
gagements promptly,  punctually,  and  unhesitatingly. 
It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  and  earnestly  urged  upon 
the  Legislature,  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  at  the 
earliest  day,  to  ensure  this  desirable  result. 

As  the  most  efficient  means  that  have  occurred  to 
ray  mind,  I  would  suggest  the  following  course.    Let 
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the  Legislature  ascertain  from  the  financial  depart- 
ments, both  the  ordinary  revenue,  and  the  amount  nec- 
essary to  be  raised,  annually,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  state  debt,  and  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  governijaent.  Let  provision  also  be  made  to 
cover  all  possible  contingencies  and  losses  on  collec- 
tion. Add  to  this  a  sum,  though  ever  so  small,  for  a 
sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  annually  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  and  ap- 
portion it  among  the  several  counties  of  the  Common- 
wealth, designating  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each, 
by  an  uniform  apportionment  according  to  the  tri- 
ennial, or  last  assessments,  with  such  corrections  and 
equalization  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  and  on  the 
same  objects  now  taxable,  or  any  other  that  the  Leg- 
islature may  think  preferable.  Let  adequate  and  cer- 
tain penalties  be  imposed  on  each  county  commission- 
er for  omitting  to  have  the  duplicates  issued  in  time, 
and  on  each  assessor  for  the  non-performance  of  his 
duties,  and  allow  the  county  such  a  premium  as  shall 
be  thought  right,  if  its  full  quota  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  the  day  required  by  law.  It  is 
believed  that  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  as  com.petent  a  board  as  could  be  raised  to  make 
the  assessments  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  counties, 
as  above  mentioned  aided,  as  they  will  be,  by  the  late 
assessments  and  census.  The  establishment  of  this 
system  by  law  would  placed  the  fund  to  meet  the  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt  on  a  permanent  foundation, 
and  silence  forever  all  doubts  which  interested  specu- 
lators might  seek  to  raise  on  this  subject. 

But  it  is  not  only  to  the  loan  holders  of  the  Common- 
wealth, that  she  ought  to  be  just  in  meeting  her  en- 
gagements. A  regard  to  economy,  as  well  as  justice 
to  the  men  who  labor  upon  the  repairs  of  our  canals 
and  railroads,  requires  that  they  should  be  punctu- 
ally paid.     The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,  and  is  as 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  625 

meritorious  a  creditor  as  the  Commoiiwealth  has,  and 
it  is  absolutely  disreputable  that  he  should  be  de- 
pendant on  the  borrowing  of  money  for  his  pay,  and 
be  unable  at  times,  for  months  together,  to  procure 
as  much  for  his  labor  as  will  buy  him  a  loaf  of  bread. 
It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  when  abundant 
means  from  taxation  are  provided  to  meet  the  interest 
of  the  state  debt,  that  the  tolls  on  our  public  works 
shall  be  first  applied  to  their  repairs,  so  that  we  may 
know  at  a  glance  to  what  the  nett  revenue,  if  any, 
arising  from  them  respectively,  amounts. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  we  are  deeply  in  debt; 
and  that  the  times  call  for  an  unquailing  fearlessness 
in  our  public  functionaries,  to  meet  the  emergency, 
and  to  provide  the  means  for  our  extrication.  The 
people  are  already  burdened  with  taxation,  and  those 
burdens  cannot  be  diminished,  if  we  expect  to  pay  our 
debts.  The  conduct  and  motives  of  those  who  make 
provision  to  pay  them,  may  be  misrepresented,  and  for 
a  time  misunderstood.  Prejudice,  from  the  sordid  feel- 
ings of  interest,  may  be  invoked,  and  demagogues  and 
unprincipled  politicians,  will,  doubtless,  attempt  to 
use  it  to  answer  their  own  purposes.  But  the  respon- 
sibility is  one  which  every  honest  public  function- 
ary must  meet  fairly  and  frankly,  and  in  so  doing  he 
will  be  eventually  sustained  by  the  people  at  large, 
who  never  deliberatelv  err,  and  who  alwavs  will  re- 
w^ard  with  their  confidence,  an  honest  and  fearless  de- 
votion to  their  true  interests,  even  though  it  may  at 
first  have  met  with  temporary  disapprobation. 

The  means  to  pay  off  the  loan  under  the  act  of  4th 
May,  1841, — to  pay  the  foregoing  creditors  of  the  state, 
and  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  must  be  provided 
before  the  Legislature  adjourns. — Sound  policy,  nay, 
common  honesty,  demands  this  much  at  your  hands, 
and  I  am  persuaded  no  member  of  the  Legislature  will 
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shrink  from  a  duty  enjoined  by  such  considerations 
as  these. 

It  will  be  found  on  reference  to  the  amount  of  taxes 
paid  by  the  people,  that  comparatively  a  small  portion 
is  levied  to  discharge  the  interesi:  on  the  public  debt. 
Although  in  the  aggregate  the  taxes  are  onerous,  by 
far  the  greater  amount  is  absorbed  in  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  township,  city  and  county  affairs.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  stating  the  fact,  that  the  increase  of 
the  taxes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  faith  and  honor 
of  the  state,  has  been  regarded  in  a  spirit  of  patriotic 
duty  by  the  public  at  large,  and  has  been  borne  with- 
out repining,  unless,  indeed,  we  except  a  very  few  per- 
sons, residing  in  portions  of  the  state  which  have 
reaped  almost  the  entire  benefit  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  vast  sums  of  money,  for  the  payment  of  inter- 
est on  which  these  taxes  are  imposed.  I  felt  satis- 
lied,  when  I  recommended,  early  in  my  official  career, 
the  resort  to  taxation,  instead  of  additional  loans,  to 
pay  the  interest  annually  accruing,  that  the  enlight- 
ened yeomanry  of  Pennsylvania  would,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, sanction  the  recommendation.  I  am  now 
convinced  I  did  not  mistake  their  true  character; 
nor  can  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  some  persons, 
professing  better  principles,  who  first  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure,  and  afterwards  denounced  those 
who  acquiesced  in  it,  shake  for  a  moment  my  stead- 
fast convictions  on  this  subject.  I  always  believed 
the  people  would  do  their  duty,  let  it  cost  what  it 
might;  the  first  instance  is  yet  to  be  found  in  our 
history  when  they  have  flinched  from  it,  if  rightly 
understood. 

The  unprecedented  increase  of  our  population  and 
resources,  cannot  fail,  in  a  few  years  to  render  our  im- 
provements so  productive  as  to  supercede  the  necessity 
for  taxation.  The  ultimate  value  of  our  stupendous 
system  of  public  works  can  hardly  now  be  estimated. — 
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They  have  already  added  an  incalculable  amount  of 
value  to  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  given  an  earnest  of  their  capacity 
for  future  usefulness.  The  travel  and  transportation 
upon  them  must  increase  in  full  proportion  with  the 
multiplication  of  our  population,  and  the  development 
of  our  exhaustless  resources.  When  it  is  recollected 
that  the  population  of  this  State  in  the  year  1800,  was 
only  602,545;  that  in  1820,  it  was  1,049,313;  and  in 
1840,  it  was  1,724,033;  showing  an  increase  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  exceeding  the  whole  population  in 
the  year  1800;  and  when  it  remembered  that  this  im- 
mense,  increased  and  increasing  population  has  im- 
parted, and  is  imparting  its  intellect,  energy  and  in- 
dustry to  the  improvement  of  the  agricultural,  min- 
ing, manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  that  during  the  past  year,  when 
trade  and  business  were  greatly  depressed;  when  the 
Delaware  division  was  not  in  use  until  about  the  1st 
of  August;  and  when  the  important  anthracite  coal 
trade  from  the  Wyoming,  Shamokin  an^  Bear  Valleys, 
and  other  intermediate  points  to  tide;  and  the  bitu- 
minous coal  trade  from  the  Allegheny  mountain  on  the 
West  Branch,  and  Juniata  region  to  tide;  have  been 
barely  commenced,  the  receipts  of  toll  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  |762,260.44,  it  will  be  difficult  to  form  a 
just  estimate  of  the  extent  of  their  future  usefulness 
and  extended  receipts. 

These  internal  improvements,  for  the  construction 
of  which  the  principal  amount  of  the  State  debt  has 
been  incurred,  consists  of  768J  miles  of  canals  and 
railways  completed,  and  165|  miles  of  canals  in  pro- 
gress of  construction  and  nearly  completed. 

The  finished  works  are  the  following: 

Miles 
The  Delaware  canal,  from  Easton  to  tide  at 

Bristol,    ,,.  59| 
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The  main  line  of  canal  and  railway  from  Phil- 
adelphia to  Pittsburg,    395| 

Canal  from  Beaver  on  the  Ohio  river  to  Green- 
ville, in  the  direction  of  Erie, 72^ 

Canal  from  Franklin  on  the  Allegheny  river 
to  Conneaut  lake,   49J 

Canal,  Susquehanna  and  North  Branch  from 

Duncan's  Island  to  Lackawanna,   111| 

Canal,  West  Branch  from  Northumberland 
to  Farrandsville,   73 

Several  side  cuts  and  navigable  feeders,  ....  7 


Total  Canals  and  railways  completed, 768J 

Canals  in  progress  and  nearly  completed: 

North   Branch  extension,  from  Lackawanna 

to  New  York  line, 90 

Erie  extension  from  Greenville  to  Erie  harbor,  63J 

Wisconisco   canal   from  Duncan's  Island  to 
Wisconisco  creek,    12J 


Total   canals  in  progress,    165| 


The  report  of  the  canal  commissioners,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  which  will  shortly  be  laid 
before  you,  will  sihow  in  detail,  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  our  public  improvements.  Having  in  former 
communications  to  the  Legislature,  stated  my  views 
in  relation  to  our  system  of  internal  improvements, 
I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  you  to  them,  as  being 
unchanged,  without  wishing  unnecessarily  to  extend 
this  communication,  by  embodying  them  in  it. 

When  I  first  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  Execu- 
tive department,  the  question  of  completing  the  North 
branch  and  Erie  extensions  was  submitted  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  The  representatives  of  the 
people  decided  in  favor  of  completing  both,  and  have 
by  three  subsequent  acts,  appropriated  considerable 
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sums  of  money  for  tliat  purpose.  The  North  Branch 
canal  has  already  cost  |2,348,276 .  38,  of  which  the  sum 
of  1389,676.42  remains  yet  due  to  contractors.  The 
Erie  extension  has  already  cost  about  |2,919,507,  of 
which  the  sum  of  |574,406.23,  is  yet  due  to  contractors. 
The  grave  question  is  now  presented  to  your  serious 
consideration,  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
those  two  lines  are  to  be  forthwith  finished,  or  aban- 
doned for  all  time  to  come,  and  the  entire  amount  of 
labor  and  money  expended  upon  them  thrown  away. 
Contractors  who  have  gone  on  to  the  work,  and  per- 
haps executed  the  least  profitable  part  of  it,  will  have 
fair  claims  on  the  justice  of  the  legislature  for  re- 
muneration, for  the  losses  they  have  sustained  by  an 
abandonment  of  the  work  by  the  commonwealth. 
Judging  from  the  success  which  usually  crowns  per- 
severance, in  similar  applications,  before  the  legisla- 
ture, there  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  class  of  claim- 
ants will  not  go  away  unanswered  and  unsatisfied. 
The  farmer  whose  lands  have  been  cut  up  and  de- 
stroyed, will  also  be  a  just  claimant  for  compensation 
for  the  Injury  he  has  sustained,  for  which  the  ad- 
vantages from  the  proposed  canal  will  not  be  an  avail- 
able set  off;  and  it  may  be  well  to  enquire  whether 
the  amount  of  those  claims  would  not  go  far  towards 
the  completion  of  those  branches  of  our  improvements. 
The  only  valid  objection  to  a  prosecution  of  these 
works  to  completion,  is  the  difficulty  to  be  apprehend- 
ed in  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the  purpose. 
The  estimated  cost  to  complete  the  Erie  extension  is 
1536,142.46,  and  the  North  Branch  |1,298,416,  inde- 
pendent of  the  arrearages  due  contractors,  as  before 
stated,  which  must  be  paid  at  all  events.  More  con- 
fidence can  be  placed  in  the  accuracy  of  these  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  completing  these  works,  than 
could  be  extended  to  those  made  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  our  public  improvements,  from  the  increased  prac- 
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tical  experience  of  those  intrusted  with  the  duty  of 
making  them.  My  own  opinion  remains  unchanged, 
that  it  is  our  true  policy  to  go  on  and  complete  both 
these  works  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  This, 
however,  is  a  question  exclusively  for  your  decision. 

For  the  debts  now  due  to  contractors  on  these  lines, 
as  well  as  for  repairs  on  the  other  lines,  rendered  in- 
dispensable, and  without  which  many  portions  of 
our  canals  would  have  been  unavailable  and  useless 
throughout  the  season,  I  respectfully  urge  that  some 
prompt  and  immediate  provision  be  made.  Many  of 
the  contractors  have  laid  out  of  their  money  for  a 
long  time,  and  have  suffered  serious  injuries  by  the 
delay.  If  no  better  expedient  can  be  devised,  I  would 
recommend  the  immediate  issuing  of  a  six  per  cent, 
stock  to  all  such  creditors,  redeemable  at  such  time 
as  shall  be  thought  most  expedient. 

The  amount  required  to  pay  debts  for  repairs  on 
the  several  lines  of  canal  and  railroad,  it  will  be  ob- 
served by  the  report  of  the  canal  commissioners,  is 
unusually  large.  This  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  un- 
precedented breach  which  occurred  in  the  Delaware 
division,  in  January  last,  which  cost  |150,000;  to  the 
renewal  of  the  North  track  of  the  Columbia  railroad; 
to  the  rebuilding,  in  a  permanent  manner,  the  locks, 
bridges  and  aqueducts  on  several  of  the  divisions,  and 
particularly  on  the  *North  Branch,  where  the  original 
superstructures,  composed  entirely  of  wood,  had  so 
far  decayed,  as  to  leave  no  other  alternative,  than 
either  to  renew  them  throughout,  or  abandon  the  navi- 
gation entirely.  It  is  also,  in  part,  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  fact,  that  only  a  portion  of  the  funds  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  4th  of  May  last,  for  repairs,  and  to 
pay  debts  then  due,  became  available;  leaving  a  large 
balance  of  the  appropriations  to  these  objects,  therin 
authorized,  still  due  to  the  public  creditors. 
There  is  always,  even  under  the  most  economical  ad- 
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ministration  of  affairs,  a  greater  amount  of  expense 
incurred  in  managing  and  keeping  in  repair  great  pub- 
lic improvements  for  tlie  Commonwealth,  than  it 
would  cost  if  they  were  in  the  hands  of  individuals. 
It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  whether  the  public  inter- 
est would  not  be  promoted,  and  the  amount  of  the 
State  debt  considerably  lessened,  by  a  sale  of  the  ca- 
nals and  railroads  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth, 
or  at  least  a  portion  of  them,  or  such  other  disposition 
as  would  diminish  their  annual  expenses  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  increase  the  amount  of  revenue  from 
them. 

Were  the  Commonwealth  free  from  debt,  I  should 
hesitate  to  recommend  the  sale  of  any  of  her  public 
improvements.  But  oppressed  as  she  is,  the  cost 
which  the  repairs  require,  and  the  necessity  of  reliev- 
ing ourselves  as  far  as  possible,  induce  me  to  urge 
action  on  this  subject,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  the 
Columbia  railroad,  and  the  Delaware  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal.  It  will  matter  but  little  to  those 
interested  in  the  use  of  the  improvements,  whether 
they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  public  or  of  individuals, 
provided  proper  safeguards  are  enacted  to  protect  the 
public  in  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  of  them,  and  to 
guard  against  abuses  and  exactions. 

If  it  be  objected  that  sales  cannot  be  effected  in  the 
present  state  of  our  pecuniary  embarrassments,  that 
will  be  no  reason  why  a  law  should  not  now  be  enacted 
authorizing  the  sale  of  such  portions  of  them  as  shall 
be  deemed  proper,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Legislature  on  the  sale  being  reported.  If  sold,  even 
on  an  extended  credit,  if  the  principal  be  secured,  and 
the  interest  punctually  paid,  it  will  so  far  relieve  the 
Commonwealth.  If  it  were  made  a  condition  that 
State  stock  should  be  received  in  payment,  it  would 
probably  make  the  sale  more  advantageous  to  the  Com- 
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mon wealth.  The  dispositions  of  capitalists  woiikl 
thus  be  made  known,  and  it  can  at  least  be  ascertained 
whether  a  sale  at  an  adequate  price  can  be  effected. 
The  policy  of  leasing  for  a  term  of  years,  one  or  both 
of  these  improvements,  has  been  more  than  once  sug- 
gested. Of  the  propriety  of  so  doing,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  express  a  decided  opinion,  but  have  thought 
it  worthy  of  a  suggestion  for  your  consideration. 

That  the  public  works  should  be  unproductive,  is 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  a  want  of  proper  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject,  and  unless  this  be  remedied,  it 
must  impair  public  confidence  in  their  ultimate  utility. 
The  Canal  Commissioners  have  repeatedly  urged  upon 
the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  Common- 
wealth, alone,  to  carry  the  passengers  on  the  Colum- 
bia railroad.  No  railroad  in  the  United  States  could 
sustain  itself,  if  it  were  to  relinquish  the  carrying  of 
the  passengers,  yet,  on  that  road,  this  strange  condi- 
tion of  things  is  exhibited.  The  State  has  expended 
in  its  construction  over  four  millions  of  dollars,  while 
the  capital  employed  by  those  carrying  the  passen- 
gers, is  perhaps  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  State 
on  her  immense  outlay,  is  reaping  about  three  per 
cent,  while  the  individual  carriers,  on  their  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  are  clearing  nearly  200  per  cent.  So 
it  is,  also,  with  regard  to  the  transportation  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg.  That  line  of  our  improve- 
ment, between  those  cities,  was  constructed  at  a  cost 
of  a  fraction  over  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  The 
transportation  on  it  is  monopolized  by  some  seven  or 
eight  companies,  employing  a  capital  of  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  yet,  while  the  State  is  re- 
ceiving little  more  than  will  keep  it  in  repair,  the 
transporters  are  realizing  immense  profits,  and  that,* 
too,  on  a  comparatively  small  outlay. 

This  can  only  be  remedied  by  vesting  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners with  full  and  ample  authority  to  adopt  such 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  833 

measures  as  in  their  judgment  will  be  best  calculated 
to  enlist  individual  enterprise  and  invite  competition, 
and  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  selfish  and  monop- 
olizing system  that  has  controlled,  and  now  controls, 
the  transportation  on  our  public  works. 

It  may  possibly  be  supposed  that  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners possess  adequate  power  already  for  this 
purpose,  but  this  is  to  mistake  the  case.  From  the' 
nature  of  that  department  of  the  government,  it  is 
always  made  the  target  at  which  the  discontented  and 
interested  point  their  shafts.  Not  a  session  of  the 
Legislature  passes  without  harrassing  the  Commis- 
sioners with  investigations — the  whole  State  is  ran- 
sacked for  accusers — every  act  is  questioned  and  mis- 
represented,— and,  after  all,  the  result  is  fruitless.  The 
first  instance  is  yet  to  be  found  in  which  any  thing 
tangible  has  been  produced,  or  any  salutary  reform 
of  the  system  effected.  Were  the  Legislature  to  de- 
vote one  session  to  an  honest  and  thorough  examina- 
tion and  correction  of  the  abuses  and  defects  of  the 
system,  without  annoying  and  pursuing  individuals 
for  sinister  ends,  not  openly  avowed,  much  good  would 
be  produced;  but  under  any  other  mode  of  treating 
this  subject,  the  issue  must  be  as  idle  and  frivolous  as 
heretofore.  I  do  not  wish  to  preclude  the  most  search- 
ing investigation.  I  merely  desire  to  direct  your  at- 
tention in  a  channel  that  will  be  beneficial  to  the 
public. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  of  these  frequent  and  friv- 
olous investigations  is,  that  they  bring  legislative  in- 
vestigations themselves  into  discredit.  The  persecu- 
tion of  the  innocent,  always  affords  a  shield  to  the 
guilty. 

It  is  now,  throughout  the  country,  a  matter  of  idle 

sport  to  talk  of  these  investigations.     The  mode  by 

which  they  are  brought  about  is  well  understood.     A 

few  dissatisfied  contractors,  and  others,  impose  on  the 
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credulity  and  stimulate  the  ambition  of  some  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  to  olfer  a  petition,  complaining 
of  public  grievances.  A  committee  to  investigate  is 
appointed, — subpoenas  are  issued,  and  straightway, 
swarms  of  hungry  confederates  throng  the  seat  of 
government,  to  prosecute  their  claims  before  the  legis- 
lature,— to  lounge  at  the  public  expense,  and  join  in 
a  wholesale  pillage  of  the  treasury.  At  the  close  of 
the  session  the  committee  reports, — the  witnesses  re- 
turn to  their  homes,  and  laugh  at  the  trick  as  they 
pocket  the  spoils.  By  reference  to  this  subject,  it  will 
be  found  that  a  large  portion  of  the  legislative  ex- 
penses is  incurred  in  this  way.  The  extraordinary  in- 
crease of  these  expenses,  over  those  of  all  other  de- 
partments of  the  government,  has  been  of  late  years 
a  matter  of  just  complaint. 

It  becomes  my  duty,  in  the  next  place,  to  invite  your 
earnest  attention  to  the  present  condition  of  the  banks 
and  currency  of  this  State.  It  is  a  most  lamentable 
fact,  that,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  the  greatest 
irregularity  and  disorder  prevail.  It  is  true,  we  have 
little,  if  any,  of  that  wretched  illegal  trash  in  circu- 
lation, which,  during  the  early  part  of  the  last  six 
years,  inflicted  all  sections  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
the  forms  of  notes,  checks,  certificates,  &c.,  &c.,  of 
corporations  and  individuals,  for  small  sums,  put 
forth  without  lawful  authority,  and  in  spite  of  the 
prohibitions  of  law :  but  we  have,  what  is  little  better, 
a  large  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  ositensibly  legal, 
and  purporting  to  be  of  equal  value,  because  founded 
on  the  faith  of  the  State,  by  whatever  bank  issued,  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  discredited  and  repu- 
diated by  the  very  institutions  for  whose  benefit  and 
relief  they  w^ere  authorized  to  be  issued. 

The  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide revenue  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  treasurv  and 
for  other  purposes,''  under  the  provisions  of  which, 
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these  small  notes  have  been  thrown  into  circulation, 
having  become  a  law  by  the  sanction  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Legislature,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Con- 
stitution, notwithstanding  the  objections  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, I  have  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  to  see  its 
provisions  properly  carried  into  effect.  This  was  my 
duty,  as  the  Executive,  and  I  have  faithfully  performed 
it,  agreeably  to  the  best  dictates  of  my  judgment.  I 
did  hope  that  some  of  the  evils  w^hich  have  resulted 
from  it,  might  have  been  obviated,  if  it  was  enforced 
by  me,  and  acted  upon  in  a  spirit  of  enlarged  wisdom, 
by  the  banks  themselves.  This  hope  has  been  vain. 
The  worst  anticipations  have  been  realized,  and  it  is 
my  duty  to  suggest  such  a  remedy  as  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  best  calculated  to  correct  the  grievances  under 
which  the  public  labors. 

By  this  act  a  loan  of  three  millions  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  authorized,  to  pay  specific  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  said  act,  and  the  several 
banks  of  the  Commonwealth,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  a  tax  on  their  dividends,  were  authorized  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  same,  in  certain  proportions  to  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  each. 
The  w^hole  amount  of  banking  capital  in 

the  Commonwealth  is, |23,559  374 

Banking  capital  not  subject  to  a  tax  on 

dividends,     5,150,000 


Banking  capital  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  tax  on  dividends,  ....     |18,409,374 


Of  the  banking  capital  subject  to  the  payment  of 
a  tax  on  dividends,  banks  holding  to  the  amount  of 
|10,83(>,145,  did  not  accept  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  4th  'May  to  provide  revenue,  and  hence  the 
capital  of  the  banks  which  did  accept  of  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act,  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  |7,573,- 
229. 
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The  whole  amouDt  of  the  loan  taken  by  the  accept- 
ing banks  and  paid  into  the  treasury  isi  |1,756,650.68, 
leaving  the  sum  of  |1,343,349.32,  which  has  not  been 
received. 

On  the  30th  August,  1841,  I  accepted  an  offer  of  the 
Towanda  Bank,  to  subscribe  for  an  aditional  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  said  loan,  and  on 
the  same  day,  I  accepted  an  offer  of  the  Erie  Bank,  to 
subscribe  for  an  additional  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Of  these  offers  the  state  treasurer  agreed  to  accept 
from  the  Erie  Bank,  the  sum  of  twentv-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  from  the  Towanda  Bank  the  sum  of  thir- 
ty-seven thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  This  bank 
did  not  accede  to  the  proposition  to  accept  a  part  of 
the  sum  offered,  hence  no  part  of  the  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  received  at  the  treasury.  Thus 
it  appears,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  banking  capital^ 
subject  to  the  operation  of  this  bill,  has  taken  no  part 
of  the  loan  at  all,  and  can,  of  course,  have  no  claim 
to  indulgence  under  this  law.  Those  banks  which 
have  complied,  stand  in  a  different  position — their 
loans  must  be  repaid  before  they  can  be  forced  to  re- 
sume. It  is  an  inquiry  of  much  moment,  whether  the 
banks  that  have  not  complied  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  law  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  use  of  the  notes  issued  by  those  that 
did. 

After  the  most  patient  reflection  on  this  subject,  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  only  effectual  and  certain  rem- 
edy, is  to  repeal  the  act  so  far  as  relates  to  the  issue 
of  these  notes,  and  to  provide  adequate  means  to  dis- 
charge the  loan  on  which  they  are  based. — To  pay  this 
loan,  a  six  per  cent,  stock  might  be  authorized  to  be 
thrown  into  market,  to  sell  for  whatever  it  will  pro- 
duce. Should  there  be  a  small  loss  upon  it,  I  am  sure 
it  will  be  deemed  a  very  inconsiderable  matter,  com- 
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pared  with  the  inconvenience  the  people  suffer  from 
the  present  state  of  things.  To  remedy  this,  a  sacri- 
fice, to  some  extent,  is  inevitable. 

Connected  with  the  repeal  of  this  law,  should  be  the 
enforcement  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  An* 
early  day  should  be  fixed  for  this  event,  at  least  as 
early  as  the  first  of  June.  The  time,  however,  is  not 
so  material,  whether  it  be  a  few  months  sooner  or 
later,  so  that  a  certain  definite  and  reasonable  time  be 
fixed.  Your  action  on  this  point,  cannot  be  too 
prompt  for  the  public  interest.  The  community  has 
been  long  enough  held  in  suspense — let  the  final  issue 
be  at  once  presented,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  people 
and  the  banks  will  be  prepared  for  it  when  it  arrives. 

Those  banks  which  are  in  a  sound  condition,  will 
conform  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Legislature,  with- 
out much  embarrassment;  and  those  which  are  not, 
will  thus  be  brought  to  the  touchstone  of  their  mer- 
its. The  first  will  sustain  themselves,  the  later  must 
take  their  fate.  As  soon  as  the  produce  of  the  coun- 
try has  found  its  way  to  market  in  the  spring,  the 
people  will  be  as  able  as  at  any  other  period,  to  endure 
whatever  hardships  result  from  this  measure.  I  do 
not  myself  believe,  that  any  inconvenience  which  can 
arise  from  it,  will  be  greater,  nor  anything  like  so  pro- 
tracted, as  those  which  are  felt  by  all  classes  now. 

It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  far  better,  to  bring  mat- 
ters to  a  crisis  at  once,  than  to  suffer  under  the  slow, 
but  death-like  torpor  that  has  already  seized  upon  all. 
A  very  few  may,  possibly,  fall  victims  a  little  sooner, 
who  could  not  escape  in  the  end,  but  the  community 
at  large  will  ultimately  experience  effectual  relief. 
Let  rashness,  violence  and  injustice  be  strenuously 
avoided,  but  no  vain  hopes,  or  empty  theories  should 
prevent  a  cool,  calm  contemplation  of  our  duty,  and 
a  firm  and  unshaken  discharge  of  it,  without  turning 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.    A  suspension  of  spe- 
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cie  payments  is  at  variance  with  every  principle  of 
correct  banking. 

The  forbearance  hitherto  extended  to  the  banks  has 
not  been  without  its  uses.  It  has  enabled  the  banks 
•to  test  their  alleged  ability,  and  to  extricate  them- 
selves from  their  difficulties,  and  has  added  much  to 
the  stock  of  our  experience.  It  has  clearly  demon- 
strated, that  if  the  banks  could  not  regain  public  con- 
fidence, under  the  indulgence  they  have  received,  the 
system  on  which  they  are  founded  is  essentially  un- 
sound, and  requires  thorough  amendment  or  extirpa- 
tion. We  have  witnessed,  too,  under  its  influence 
the  most  extraordinary  changes  take  place,  without 
any  sudden  or  general  convulsion.  A  bank  of  thir- 
ty-five millions  capital  has  exploded  and  gone  down 
in  the  midst  of  us,  comprehending  within  its  sphere 
of  business,  the  most  extensive  relations,  both  with 
individuals  and  with  other  banks,  without  making 
more  than  limited  portions  of  the  Commonwealth  feel 
the  blow  with  oppressive  weight.  Looking,  therefore, 
at  all  these  considerations,  the  indulgence  heretofore 
given  to  the  banks,  furnishes  the  strongest  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  course  I  suggest,  and  fully  justifies 
its  adoption. 

I  have  recommended  to  three  several  legislatures 
the  propriety  of  selling  the  stock  which  the  State  owns 
in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelphia  Bank, 
and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  used 
every  argument  that  I  could  bring  to  bear  upon  the 
subject,  to  convince  them  of  the  propriety  of  separat- 
ing the  Commonwealth  from  the  banks,  and  of  dis- 
posing of  the  stocks  she  holds  in  them.  I  recommended 
it  in  a  message,  communicated  on  the  7th  March, 
1839,  on  which  day  the  market  prices  of  the  said  stocks 
were,  for  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  |496  for  |400 
paid;  Philadelphia  Bank  flOSJ  for  flOO  paid;  and 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  |62  for  f50  paid. 
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The  same  recommendations  were  again  made  on  the 
8th  January,  1840,  at  which  time  the  following  was 
the  price  of  said  stocks — for  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
|410.  Philadelphia  Bank  |994;  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank  |54f.  A  similar  recommendation  was, 
made  6th  January,  1841,  on  which  day  the  following 
sales  were  made,  viz:  for  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  |412; 
Philadelphia  Bank  flOO;  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  |52^;  making  the  said  stocks,  held  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, worth  12,157,970.  By  the  last  sales  made 
during  the  present  month,  the  market  value  of  those 
stocks  are,  for  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  |160;  Philadel- 
phia Bank  |48;  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  |30; 
making  the  present  total  worth  of  those  stocks  |902,- 
424;  by  which  it  is  seen  that  by  the  course  pursued 
by  the  last  legislature  in  refusing  to  authorize  a  sale, 
the  loss  sustained  by  the  State,  on  those  stocks, 
amounts  to  the  formidable  sum  of  |1,255,546.  I  renew 
the  same  recommendation  to  you,  for  the  reasons 
given,  from  time  to  time,  in  my  several  communica- 
tions on  that  subject. 

Before  T  dismiss  the  subject  touching  the  banks,  I 
desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  policy  of  rechar- 
tering  banks  by  the  Legislature,  during  the  present 
session,  at  all.  When  a  charter  for  a  bank  has  been 
granted  to  a  number  of  individuals,  for  a  fixed  period 
of  time,  there  is  no  express  or  implied  obligation  to 
renew  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  limitation  shows 
that  its  existence  is  to  be  terminated  at  the  time  desig- 
nated. Its  stockholders  know  this,  and  cannot  com- 
plain if  held  to  their  bargain.  The  condition  of  banks 
never  is  known  till  they  are  wound  up  and  closed. 
Their  mode  of  doing  business  enables  them  to  defy 
public  scrutiny,  and  to  acquire  a  credit  and  standing 
to  which  they  may  not  be  justly  entitled.  Frauds 
and  irregularities  of  years  perpetration  are  concealed 
from  the  eye  of  the  public  till  a  final  settlement  of  the 
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affairs  of  the  bank  is  made.  Little  knots  of  persons 
confederate  and  gather  round  these  institutions, — 
reap  the  benefit  of  their  existence, — monopolize  their 
advantages,  and  perpetuate  their  power.  We  seldom 
tind  among  them  the  energy,  intellect  and  enterprise 
of  the  community,  but  those  who  derive  their  conse- 
quence from  their  combinations  sanctioned  and  in- 
vigorated by  the  law.  I  cannot  think  such  a  system 
as  this,  of  perpetuating  these  corporations,  congenial 
to  our  free  institutions.  It  establishes  monopolies  of 
the  most  odious  kind,  because  not  limited  in  duration. 
If  the  business  of  the  community  really  requires  the 
aid  of  a  bank,  instead  of  renewing  the  charter  of  the 
one  about  to  expire,  establish  a  new  one.  Let  its  sub- 
scription books  be  open  to  all,  and  if  it  be  advantage- 
ous, let  all  share  in  its  enjoyment  who  may  choose  to 
do  so,  and  if  not  advantageous,  let  all  participate  in 
bearing  the  burden. 

Besides,  it  is  not  a  fit  time  to  renew  bank  charters 
or  to  establish  new  ones.  The  public  mind  is  not  set- 
tled on  this  subject,  nor  can  we  fully  appreciate  the 
soundness  or  unsoundness  of  the  banking  system  until 
a  resumption  of  specie  payments  takes  place.  Let  the 
recommendations  I  have  now  submitted  to  you  be 
adopted,  and  let  us  wait  a  year  at  least  to  judge  of 
their  results.  This  experience  will  essentially  aid 
future  legislation,  and  perhaps  rescue  us  from  fatal 
errors.  The  history  of  the  legislation  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  regard  to  banks,  is  a  succession  of 
plausible  theories;  let  us  hereafter  rest  it  on  the  solid 
basis  of  enlightened  experience.  Then  may  we  hope 
to  escape  the  rock  on  which  all  our  banks  are  now  tem- 
porarily shipwrecked.  I  hope  and  trust  most,  if  not 
all  of  them  are  able  to  resume  specie  payments;  but 
it  is  impossible  to  know  this,  or  to  confide  in  their  abil- 
ity and  disposition  to  do  so,  until  we  have  the  proof, 
which  they  alone  can  furnish.     The  public  has  ceased 
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to  yield  its  credit  to  any  corporate  pretensions,  which 
are  not  supported  by  corresponding  acts.  I  have  ap- 
pended several  tables  connected  with  this  subject,  as 
affording  matters  of  convenient  reference. 

The  general  subject  of  creating  and  regulating  cor- 
porations, is  so  intimately  blended  with  that  of  the 
banking  institutions  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  to  claim 
a  place  next  in  our  consideration.  I  have  remarked 
in  former  messages,  that  the  creation  of  corporations 
for  all  purposes,  has  been  carried  to  a  fearful  extent 
in  this  State.  Year  after  year  they  have  been  spring- 
ing up  around  us  on  all  sides,  and  are  rapidly  becom- 
ing competitors  with  the  individuals  in  all  sorts  of 
business.  When  confined  to  their  legitimate  purposes, 
such  as  the  construction  of  canals  and  railroads  into 
our  fertile  interior  and  rich  mineral  regions,  I  shall 
not  utter  a  word  of  complaint;  but  to  this  limit,  strictly 
should  they  be  restrained.  The  increase  of  corpora- 
tions is  a  growing  evil.  I  have  again  and  again  cau- 
tioned the  Legislature  against  the  granting  of  cor- 
porate privileges;  I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  this 
caution  upon  your  minds.  On  referring  to  the  acts 
of  the  last  Legislature,  we  find  the  grant  of  corporate 
privileges  to  have  been  free  and  almost  indiscrimi- 
nate. So  much  so,  that  of  147  laws  enacted,  more  than 
one  third  were  either  acts  of  incorporation,  or  acts 
supplementary  thereto.  I  adhere  to  the  opinion,  here- 
tofore expressed,  that  corporations  ought  never  to 
be  created  where  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  with- 
in the  probable  reach  of  individual  exertion.  They 
absolve  men  from  personal  liability,  and  may  tend, 
by  undue  combinations  and  concentrated  action,  xd 
embarrass  the  operation  of  government,  and  interfere 
with  the  popular  sovereignty.  Let  the  present  Leg- 
islature set  the  example  of  resisting  these  monopoliz- 
ing encroachments.  If  the  propriety  of  this  course 
was  ever  doubtful,  the  experience  of  a  few  years  past 
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has  dissipated  all  doubt,  and  clearly  marked  out  the 
path  of  duty. 

On  this  subject,  there  is  another  matter  which  has 
been  repeatedly  brought  under  my  notice.  I  allude  to 
the  extension  of  the  authority  to  create  corporations 
for  various  purposes,  conferred  on  the  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  by  the  13th,  14th,  15th  and  16th  sections 
of  the  act  of  the  13th  of  October,  1840,  entitled  "An 
act  relating  to  Orphans'  courts,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Charters  of  incorporation  are  procured  under 
this  law,  on  application  to  the  respective  courts  of 
common  pleas,  without  being  subjected  to  any  other 
restrain  or  control  than  their  own  hasty  perusal.  No- 
tice, to  be  sure,  is  directed  to  be  given,  but  that  is  of 
little  avail.  There  is  no  common  standard  for  the 
whole  State,  as  was  the  case  when  these  charters  were 
to  be  approved  by  the  Attorney  General  and  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  enrolled  in  the  Department 
of  State,  at  the  seat  of  Government.  Under  the  old 
system,  there  was  uniformity  in  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  these  charters;  but  now,  under  this  new  law, 
the  discretion  of  different  courts  may  essentially  differ, 
and  ultimate  confusion  and  disorder  cannot  fail  to 
ensue.  These  domestic  corporations,  as  they  may  be 
called,  are  of  great  service  to  the  public,  but  it  may 
be  fairly  questioned  whether  it  will  not  detract  from 
their  uses  to  render  their  creation  a  matter  too  ready 
and  unchecked.  I  invite  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  if  you  should  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  it 
will  be  easy  to  remoA^e  all  ground  of  complaint,  by  re- 
storing the  power  of  granting  these  charters  to  the 
hands  in  which  it  has  been  safely  lodged  for  upwards 
of  half  a  century.  The  delay  and  inconvenience  of  the 
old  system  were  fully  counterbalanced  by  the  certain- 
ty, consistency  and  uniformity  of  the  corporate  pow- 
ers and  privileges  enjoyed  by  ihe  corporations  cre- 
ated. 
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The  Legislature,  by  the  Act  of  16th  June,  1836,  con- 
ferred equity,  or  chancery  powers,  on  our  supreme 
court,  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  district  courts,  in 
certain  specified  cases.  There  are  also  certain  other 
enactments,  on  the  same  subject,  in  the  39th  section 
of  the  act  of  13th  June,  1840,  and  perhaps  in  other  acts. 
It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  these  various 
laws  are  incongruous,  that  the  jurisdiction  conferred 
is  not  expressly  defined,  and  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  supreme  court  that  the  parties  aggrieved  have  no 
redress  by  appeal  from  the  inferior  tribunal  to  the 
supreme  court,  or  by  writ  of  error  from  the  latter  to 
the  former.  If  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  retain  the 
features  of  these  enactments  in  our  jurisprudence,  it 
would  seem  requisite  that  the  evils  complained  of 
should  be  removed  by  legislative  enactment. 

I  would  also  recommend  an  examination  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  extent  and  business  of  the 
several  judicial  districts  of  this  Commonwealth,  so 
that  the  amount  of  labor  of  the  several  President 
Judges,  some  of  whom  are  at  present  overburdened, 
may  be  in  some  measure  equalized. 

There  are  complaints  of  the  accumulation  of  busi- 
ness in  the  courts  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  especially  of  the  difficulty  of  reaching,  in 
a  reasonable  time,  the  trial  of  causes  at  nisi  prius  in 
the  supreme  court.  This  last  is  said  to  arise  from  the 
time  that  the  court  is  necessarily  obliged  to  devote 
to  the  business  in  banc,  where  they  have  to  decide  ap- 
peals and  writs  of  error.  Whether  such  complaints 
be  well  founded  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. — 
A  careful  examination  into  the  whole  subject,  and 
such  enactments  as  shall  be  found  necessary  to  meet 
any  evils  that  may  exixst  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  give  to  every  one  an  opportunity  of  speed- 
ily trying  his  cause,  is  respectfully  recommended. 

It  is  often  made  the  subject  of  complaint  that  the 
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decisions  of  the  supreme  court  are  not  published  under 
the  supervision  of  a  reporter  appointed  by  authority 
of  law.  1  think  it  is  worthy  your  inquiry,  whether 
the  public  interest  would  not  be  promoted  by  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  such  a  reporter,  who  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  public  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  discharges  his  duty. 

Complaints  continue  to  be  made  in  many  counties 
of  the  manner  of  selecting  juries.  Unless  some  addi- 
tional guard  be  thrown  around  this  inestimable  right, 
public  confidence  in  the  trial  by  jury  will  be  much 
diminished.  This  most  wise  and  venerable  of  all  hu- 
man and  social  institutions,  must  be  guarded  against 
the  possibility  of  encroachments,  and  this  long  boasted 
bulwark  of  liberty  protected  from  prostitution  to  pur- 
poses not  intended  by  the  constitution.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  the  jurors  be  annually  selected  by  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  some  two  of 
them,  together  with  the  sheriff,  and  that  they  be  drawn 
by  them  in  open  court,  or  that  some  other  provision  be 
made,  that  the  trial  by  jury  may  be  respected  and  ef- 
fectually secured. 

The  laws  relative  to  collateral  inheritances  impera- 
tively call  for  revision,  in  order  to  insure  the  collec- 
tion of  money  from  that  source.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend th(  adoption  of  the  amendment  suggested  in  a 
former  communication,  to  enjoin  it  upon  the  regis- 
ters of  wills  to  inquire  of  all  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, on  oath  at  the  time  of  granting  letters,  whe- 
ther the  estate  of  their  testator,  or  intestate,  will 
be,  in  their  opinion,  the  subject  of  the  laws  relative 
to  collateral  inheritances,  and  that  the  register  give 
notice  of  all  such  to  the  attorney  general,  or  his  dep- 
uty, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a  record  thereof, 
and  enforce  the  collection,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
moneys  arising  therefrom,  and  hand  over  his  record 
to  his  successor  in  office. 
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The  eighth  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution provides  that  all  officers,  whose  election  or 
appointment  is  not  therein  provided  for,  shall  be  elect- 
ed or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by  laws.  There 
has  been  no  legislative  action  on  this  subject,  so  far 
as  regards  the  offices  of  Surveyor  General,  Secretary 
of  the  Land  Office,  and  Auditor  General,  since  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument.  As  the  commissions  of 
the  present  incumbents  will  expire  on  the  10th  of  May 
next,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  suitable  time  for  providing 
by  law  for  the  tenure  of  those  offices.  They,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  constitute  what  is 
usuallv  denominated  the  cabinet,  and  the  Executive  is 
answerable  to  public  opinion  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  jjcrform  their  duties;  yet  under  the  existing  laws 
he  possesses  no  power  of  removing  them,  even  for 
the  most  palpable  dereliction  of  duty,  during  the  time 
for  which  they  are  commissioned.  I  respectfully 
recommend  this  subject  to  your  attention,  and  that 
those  officers  be  placed,  as  to  tenure,  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  constitution  has  placed  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

So  far  as  respects  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  it 
seems  proper  that  the  tenure  should  remain  as  it  is. 
It  is  in  truth  a  common  law  office — the  incumbent  is 
the  legal  advisor  of  the  Governor  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  is  the  legal  hand  by  which  the  Executive 
functions  are  performed. 

The  duty  will  probably  devolve  on  you  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  election  of  representatives  to  represent 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  As 
soon  as  Congress  shall  have  decided  on  the  apportion- 
ment according  to  the  last  census,  no  time  shall  be 
lost  to  lay  the  same  before  you. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  our  colleges,  academies,  female  semina- 
ries and  schools.     The  general  evil,  of  which  we  have 
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just  cause  to  complain,  is  the  incompetency  of  many 
of  those  employed  as  teachers.  The  compensation  to 
them  is  generally  low,  and  yet  is  is  generally  more 
than  many  of  them  can  earn  as  teachers,  if  the  pos- 
session of  knowledge  and  the  capacity  to  impart  it 
be  requisites  for  those  entrusted  with  the  moral  and 
mental  training  of  the  rising  generation.  Upon  this, 
and  upon  all  other  subjects  connected  with  the  im- 
portant work  of  education,  I  must  refer  you  to  the 
report  and  documents  which  the  superintendent  will 
furnish,  and  shall  only  remark,  that  I  will  most  cheer- 
fully co-operate  in  any  and  all  measures  which  shall 
place  the  means  of  acquiring  a  sound  and  practical 
education  within  the  reach  of  all  the  children  of  the 
Commonwealth — elevate  the  character  and  improve 
the  qualifications  of  our  teachers — and  enlarge  the  use- 
fulness and  increase  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
our  colleges,  academies'  and  seminaries.  A  sound  edu- 
cation, under  proper  moral  and  religious  training,  is 
the  best  legacy  a  parent  can  bequeath  to  his  child,  and 
the  best  provision  a  patriot  can  make  to  secure  the 
permanence  of  republicanism  in  its  purity. — To  our 
system  of  common  schools,  alone,  can  w^e  look  as  the 
means  of  imparting  this  education;  and  on  this  sys- 
tem, at  last,  as  the  corner  stone,  must  we  rest  our  free 
institutions,  and  our  best  hopes,  to  see  them  descend, 
unshaken,  to  those  who  come  after  us. 

The  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 
have  become  so  onerous  as  to  occupy  almost  the  entire 
attention  of  the  incumbent,  and  to  leave  him  but  little 
time  to  devote  to  the  other  duties  of  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  respectfully  recommend  this  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration,  and  whether  a  regard  to 
the  public  interest  does  not  require  a  separation  of 
the  duties  of  Superintendent  from  that  of  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

I  cannot  but  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  first  annual 
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inessaj^e,  that  we  are  in  need  of  a  proper  system  of 
scliool  books,  to  be  used  in  our  schools,  and  which 
should  be  composed  by  competent  persons  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  youths  of  Pennsylvania;  such  a  course 
as  would  tend  properly  to  impress  our  youth  with  a 
due  regard  for  our  Commonwealth,  and  endear  her  to 
their  hearts.  Her  position,  wealth  and  intelligence; 
the  admirable  and  free  system  of  her  laws;  her  un- 
wavering patriotism  and  devotion  to  republican  prin- 
ciples; her  distinguished  philanthropy  and  benevo- 
lence, entitle  her,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  to  the  love 
and  veneration  of  her  children,  who  should  be  early 
taught  to  estimate  her  great  characteristics. 

The  twenty-third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution  of  this  Commonwealth  provides,  that 
^^every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  Houses  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Governor.  If  he  approve  he  shall 
sign  it,  but  if  he  shall  not  approve,  he  shall  return  it 
with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon 
their  journals  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it."  The  sec- 
tion then  proceeds  to  provide,  that  such  bill,  so  re- 
turned, shall  not  become  a  law,  unless  two-thirds  of 
each  house  shall,,  on  a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  agree 
to  pass  the  bill.  This  provision  was  inserted  in  our 
constitution  of  1790,  and  retained  in  that  of  1838,  from 
a  conviction  of  its  use,  as  well  as  necessity.  It  was 
intended  for  the  protection  of  the  people  against  hasty, 
improvident  and  improper  legislation.  The  constitu- 
tion, while  it  gives  to  the  two  Houses  the  right  to  pre- 
pare, to  amend  and  pass  the  several  bills,  still  makes 
the  Executive  an  active  constituent  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive power.  This  concurrence,  in  acts  of  legislation, 
is  required  to  be  expressed  in  an  appropriation  of  the 
act  proposed.  When  he  conscientiously  believes  that 
the  proposed  measure  is  wrong,  he  would  be  repre- 
hensible, were  he  to  give  an  approbation  he  cannot 
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feel. — Deriving  bis  power  and  authority  directly  from 
the  people  of  the  whole  State,  his  interposition  of  the 
veto  power  may  be  essentially  necessary,  to  preserve 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  from  the  opera- 
tions of  local  causes.  Whatsoever  reasons,  however, 
induced  the  imposition  of  this  duty  upon  the  Execu- 
tive originally,  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  the  duty  is 
enjoined  in  our  organic  law,  and  I  believe  wisely.  It 
has  been  my  lot,  as  well  as  that  of  all  my  predecessors, 
I  believe,  on  several  occasions,  to  exercise  the  power 
thus  conferred.  I  have  always  done  so  with  due  de- 
liberation, and  only  when  the  exigencies  of  the  occa- 
sion furnished  to  me  satisfactory  and  conclusive  rea- 
sons for  so  doing.  It  is,  however,  a  power  which  I 
have  never  hesitated  to  exercise,  when  duty  required 
it  at  my  hands.  During  the  last  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, 1  was  obliged  to  exercise  this  power  oftener 
than  heretofore.  I  did  so,  at  a  time  when  my  con- 
duct was  about  to  undergo  the  ordeal  of  public  opin- 
ion, and  there  seemed  to  be  a  disposition  to  make  the 
exercise  of  this  power  an  important  issue  before  the 
people.  That  issue  was  had,  and  the  result  has  ex- 
pressed the  voice  of  the  public  upon  it,  in  a  way  not 
easilv  misunderstood. 

Had  the  duty,  thus  enjoined  by  the  constitution 
upon  the  Executive,  been  freely  and  fearlessly  per- 
formed, in  the  early  legislation  upon  the  subject  of 
our  internal  improvements,  we  should  not  now  be  in- 
volved in  debt  to  the  extent  we  are,  and  there  would 
not  have  been  millions  of  dollars  expended  upon  works 
of  doubtful  utilit}^,  or  of  minor  public  importance. 
Our  main  and  leading  avenues  of  inter-communication 
alone,  would  have  been  constructed-,  and  the  State 
saved  from  all  danger  of  being  dishonored  by  fail- 
ing to  meet  her  engagements.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
reflect  on  my  predecessors,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  gather 
wisdom  from  experience,  and  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  repetition  of  error. 
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In  the  montlis  of  June  and  August  next,  the  com- 
missions of  the  militia  officers  within  this  Common- 
Tvealth,  will  expire  by  their  own  limitation.  It  would, 
therefore^  seem  to  be  a  fit  time  to  take  up  that  very 
important,  but  much  abused  subject.  One  of  our  most 
important  duties  is  to  cherish  and  encourage  the  true 
military  spirit  among  our  citizen  soldiers.  In  war, 
and  in  all  trying  emergencies,  on  them  we  must  rely, 
chiefly,  to  protect  our  homes  and  firesides  from  aggres- 
sion,— our  national  honor  from  insult,  and  our  liberty 
from  destruction.  It  is  too  much  the  habit  of  some, 
who  should  know  better,  to  decry'  and  underrate  our 
militia  and  volunteers.  Those  who  remember  their 
services  in  the  revolution,  and  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  entertain  a  very  different  opinion.  Let  the 
•  •rganization  of  volunteer  companies  be  promoted — 
let  them  be  furnished  with  arms  and  accoutrements — 
let  them  devote  all  the  time  they  can  spare,  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  military  discipline,  and  they  will  speedily 
silence  .the  voice  of  censure  and  of  prejudice,  and 
strengthen  the  arm  of  our  national  defence. 

A  convention  was  held  within  the  last  season  for 
The  purpose  of  devising  and  recommending  a  more 
^effective  military  system,  and  the  result  of  their  la- 
bors will  shortly  be  laid  before  you;  in  relation  to 
which  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  the  opinions  of 
that  convention,  combining  as  it  does,  much  of  the 
talent,  experience  and  military  knowledge  of  the 
country,  will  be  entitled  to,  and  doubtless  wil  receive 
at"  your  hands,  the  most  respectful  consideration. 
American  freemen  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  sol- 
emn injunction  of  the  father  of  our  country,  "In  time 
of  peace  prepare  for  war." 

The  geological  survey  of  the  State  is  nearly  com- 
pleted— the  past  season  having  brought  the  explora- 
tion to  a  close.  As  soon  as  the  field  work  can  be  re- 
duced to  shape,  the  State  Geologist  will,  this  winter, 
54— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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enter  upon  the  preparation  of  his  general  report,  in- 
tended to  embody  the  results  of  the  whole  survey. 
While  the  final  report  is  in  progress,  the  engraving 
of  the  maps  and  drawings,  which  will  require  time, 
and  the  arrangements  of  the  State  cabinets,  as  far  as 
they  are  in  readiness,  might  be  advantageously  com- 
menced. As  a  portion  of  the  workmen  can  be  put  to 
press  before  the  meeting  of  the  next  legislature,  it 
seems  advisable  that  provision  should  now  be  made, 
for  preparing  and  publishing  the  details.  This  very 
important  survey,  developing  the  nature  and  extent 
of  our  immense  mineral  resources,  having  been  prose- 
cuted steadfastly^  to  its  completion,  sound  policy  and 
economy  certainly  require  that  the  results  should  be 
embodied  and  published  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  enormous  amount  of  capital  invested  in  our 
various  works  of  internal  improvement,  admonishes 
us  to  exert  our  utmost  power  to  render  them  produc- 
itve.  There  is  one  matter  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, to  which  I  desire  to  call  your  earnest  attention. 
The  experience  of  every  year  proves  more  clearly  the 
necessity  of  our  action  upon  it.  I  allude  to  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  from  the  channel  of  the  Ohio 
river.  The  general  government  has  several  times  di- 
rected its  inquiries  into  this  measure,  but  has  never 
yet  undertaken  the  effectual  execution  of  the  project. 
It  is  a  measure  in  which  Pennsylvania  is  most  deeply, 
but  not  alone  interested.  The  great  and  growing 
western  and  southwestern  States,  embracing  nearly 
the  entire  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries, 
have  a  direct  and  abiding  interest  in  its  speedy  com- 
pletion, as  well  as  Pennsylvania.  For  the  important 
national  purposes  of  transporting  the  mail,  for  trans- 
ferring armies,  and  conveying  the  munitions  of  war,  it 
is  of  quite  as  great  moment.  Indeed  it  addresses  itself 
to  every  duty,  state  and  national,  and  appeals  to  every 
interest  that  should  command  the  care  and  guardian- 
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ship  of  both  governments,  in  a  manner  not  easily  re- 
sisted. 

Considv'ring  it  (as  the  legislative  guardians  of  Penn- 
sylvania), we  are  constrained  to  urge  it  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Government  on  grounds  the  most  just  and  un- 
answerable. Cut  off  as  the  navigable  communication 
with  our  improvements  is,  from  Pittsburg  to  Louis- 
ville, for  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  it  diminishes  the 
value  of  those  improvements  to  a  ruinous  degree, — 
forces  business  upon  other  less  direct  and  convenient 
routes,  and  of  course,  operates  to  the  serious  disad- 
vantage of  the  mercantile,  agricultural  and  manu- 
facturing classes  of  our  citizens.  It  is  a  singular  and 
startling  fact,  that  insurances  on  goods  to  be  delivered 
at  Cincinnati,  are  now  effected  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, cheaper  and  more  readily,  by  the  way  of  the 
New  York  canals.  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  canal,  than 
by  the  direct  and  natural  route  through  our  own  im- 
provements to  Pittsburg.  I  learn  that  the  whole  dif- 
ficulty in  this  particular,  lies  in  the  uncertainty  of 
the  navigable  state  of  the  Ohio  river.  Thus  is  a  large 
share  of  business  daily  diverted  from  our  public  im- 
provements, and  the  probability,  nay,  the  certainty  is, 
that  as  regular  lines  of  transportation  are  established 
on  those  collateral  improvements,  this  diversion  of 
business  will  be  greatly  augmented.  We  are  most  im- 
peratively called  upon  to  look  to  this  matter  before  it 
is  too  late. 

In  the  commencement  of  her  stupendous  system  of 
public  improvements,  this  State  was  induced  to  incur 
the  vast  liabilitv  she  did,  under  a  conviction  that  the 
trade  and  business  of  the  west  and  south  would  afford 
an  adequate  return.  It  w^as  on  the  general  assurance 
that  this  would  be  secured  to  her,  that  fehe  opened  the 
highway  to  the  seaboard  for  those  rich  and  vast  in- 
terior regions.  Pennsylvania  now  relies  on  the  sense 
of  justice  which  she  knows  will,  on  this,  as  on  all  sub- 
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jects,  actuate  her  sister  States,  in  determining  on  a 
measure  calculated  to  alleviate  the  burthen  that  is 
weighing  down  her  citizens.  Those  States  which,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  our  main  line  of  improvements  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  looked  on  with  an  interest 
little  less  lively  than  our  own,  will  not  surely  with- 
hold their  aid  from  rendering  the  channel  of  the  Ohio 
navigable  at  all  practicable  seasons,  and  thus  com- 
pleting the  entire  line  of  improvements  began  by  Penn- 
sylvania, now  when  experience  has  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  this  measure.  I  trust  the  Legislature  will 
exert  its  utmost  efforts  to  engage  the  National  Gov- 
ernment in  this  work,  which  is  so  obviously  one  war- 
ranted by  its  constitutional  power,  and  by  sound  pol- 
icy. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  two  other  measures  of  na- 
tional policy  in  connection  with  this  subject,  in  both 
of  which  this  State  has  such  an  interest  as  to  justify 
the  interposition  of  the  Legislature.  I  speak  in  ref- 
erence to  the  establishment  of  a  National  Foundry, 
and  the  construction  of  a  Dry  Dock  at  Philadelphia. 
The  first  of  these  has  recently  engaged  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  seems  likely  to  be  received  with 
general  favor.  Not  disparaging  the  claims  of  other 
sections  of  the  country,  we  may  without  fearing  con- 
tradiction on  very  rational  grounds,  urge  in  behalf  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  most  conclusive  reasons.  Among 
them  are  our  central  position,  our  contiguity  to  the 
seaboard,  our  numerous  and  perfectly  safe  inland  com- 
munications with  almost  every  s-ection  of  the  Union, 
and  above  all,  the  deposites  of  coal  and  iron  scattered 
throughout  our  borders,  to  an  extent  unknown  in  any 
other  quarter  of  the  world.  We  have  in  these,  every 
conceivable  advantage,  to  recommend  some  point,  per- 
haps in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  selec- 
tion of  Congress,  as  a  site  for  a  National  Foundry; 
and  the  same  reasons  in  point  of  location,  apply  with 
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equal  force  in  favor  of  constructing  a  Dry  Dock  at 
Philadelpliia.  In  addition  to  these,  its  safety  from 
the  attacks  of  an  enemy,  its  fresh  water  supplies,  its 
conveniences  of  procuring  timber  and  workmen,  all 
conspire  to  enforce  its  claims  upon  the  notice  of  the 
General  Government  in  the  most  convincing  form.  I 
will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  you  in  any  manner 
deemed  most  advisable  in  impressing  these  consid- 
erations upon  the  National  Government.  If  properly 
represented,  I  do  not  think  they  can  be  overlooked. 

The  recent  convulsions  in  our  commercial  affairs, 
have  tended  to  the  deep  and  lasting  injury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. I  fear  it  will  require  years  of  industry, 
prudence  and  integrity,  to  wipe  out  the  stain  from 
our  escutcheon,  and  to  replace  us  on  that  solid,  manly 
and  proud  footing  we  once  occupied  in  the  estimation 
of  the  world.  The  wild  and  headlong  spirit  of  specu- 
lation and  stock  gambling  has  brought  disgrace  to 
our  doors,  and  stamped  everything  depending  on  our 
business  fidelity,  with  suspicion  and  discredit.  This 
taint  of  character  has  extended  too  far.  It  has  reached 
the  whole  community,  when  in  truth  it  ought  to  have 
been  confined  to  those  only  whose  folly,  imprudence 
or  dishonesty  gave  color  to  the  charge. — The  great 
body  of  our  citizens  are  free  from  debt,  have  nev-er 
engaged  in  ruinous  fancy  stock  speculations,  are 
abundantly  able  and  willing  to  comply  with  all  their 
obligations  to  each  other,  and  to  the  citizens  of  every 
other  State  our  country.  It  is  true,  our  situation  and 
habits  of  business  have  rendered  us  a  debtor  State, 
and  subjected  us  to  responsibilities,  which  might  easi- 
ily  have  been  avoided  under  a  different  system  of 
policy.  We  purchase  large  amounts  of  manufactured 
goods  of  all  kinds  from  the  eastern  States,  to  consume 
ourselves,  and  to  sell  to  the  citizens  of  the  south  and 
south  west.  We  are  liable  on  the  failure  of  our  debt- 
ors, to  pay  for  the  commodities  we  purchased  and 
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sold  to  them,  and  we  of  course  must  pay  for  those  we 
use  ourselves.  We  can  only  discharge  these  debts 
in  cash,  or  by  selling  to  our  eastern  manufacturers, 
our  coal  and  iron  in  their  raw  state. — This  very  iron, 
in  a  thousand  shapes,  we  purchase  afterwards  at  an 
enormous  advance  for  the  labor  bestowed  on  itsi  man- 
ufacture, and  thus  become  debtors  for  labor  that  we 
ought  to  perform  ourselves.  For  leather,  boots,  shoes, 
t^c,  cloths  and  other  domestic  manufactures,  we  are 
daily  incurring  immense  debts  to  the  citizens  of  other 
States,  and  are  now,  in  the  hour  of  our  necessities, 
feeling  the  heavy  hand  of  the  creditor  laid  on  all  our 
resources. 

This  ought  not  to  be.  It  is  unworthy  the  great 
State  of  Pennsylvania  to  depend  on  the  manufactures 
of  other  states  or  of  foreign  countries,  to  supply  her 
citizens  with  those  articles  for  the  various  purposes 
of  life  which  they  can  produce  themselves  as  well,  as 
cheaply,  and  as  abundantly  as  any  other  people  on 
the  face  of  the  globe.  Our  valleys  teeming  with 
plenty,  our  hills  with  exhaustless  coal  and  iron  de- 
posits— our  streams  abounding  with  water  power  for 
all  purposes  unsurpassed  by  that  in  any  other  coun- 
try— and  our  citizens  stimulated  by  enterprise  and 
possessing  means  to  render  it  effectual,  should  awaken 
in  us  that  spirit  of  independence  which  disdains  to 
seek  at  the  hands  of  others  that  which  it  can  furnish 
with  its  ow^n.  It  is  with  no  feelings  of  envy,  or  of 
local  jealousy  of  others,  that  I  bring  this  subject  to 
your  notice;  but  with  an  honest  feeling  of  State  pride, 
and  a  generous  emulation,  which  should  inspire  us 
with  a  determination  not  to  be  indebted  to  others  for 
those  solid  and  useful  means  of  promoting  our  pros- 
perity and  independence  which  nature  has  bounteously 
lavished  on  our  own  citizens. 

The  duty  of  encouraging  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, to  convert  to  useful  purposes  our  coal  and  iron. 
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and  indeed  to  supply  all  our  domestic  wants,  has  be- 
come one  of  peculiarly  imperative  obligation.  The 
commercial  calamity  under  which  we  are  suffering, 
has  been  so  much  heightened  by  the  circumstances  to 
which  I  have  just  adverted,  and  the  inability  of  our 
citizens  to  perform  all  their  contracts,  has  been  so 
greatly  exaggerated  by  the  interested  and  malieiousi 
in  other  States,  that  self-respect  as  well  as  p/ublic 
spirit  calls  upon  us  most  emphatically  to  turn  a  kind 
and  cherishing  eye  to  their  advancement.  Every  mea- 
sure that  can  conduce  to  this  end,  will  meet  my  most 
hearty  concurrence.  I  think  inquiries  on  this  subject 
should  be  instituted.  We  want  facts  as  the  basis  of 
legislative  encouragement.  Let  them  be  diligently 
sought  for,  and  when  ascertained,  let  them  be  promptly 
applied  to  some  useful  purpose.  It  is  high  time  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  should  remember  that  the 
interests  of  Pennsylvania  are  confided  to  their  especial 
care. 

It  *is  a  source  of  pride  and  gratification  to  reflect, 
that  but  a  small  amount  of  the  indebtedness  to  other 
States,  which  is  now  griping  and  annoying  us,  is  for 
commodities  disposed  of  to  our  own  citizens.  Nearly 
every  dollar  of  this  domestic  debt  has  been  faithfully 
paid. — The  sum  now  due  is  for  sales  made  to  purchas- 
ers in  the  west  and  south-west,  for  whom  Pennsylva- 
nians  are  in  truth  merely  to  be  regarded  as  the  guar- 
antors. This  circumstance  is  entirely  overlooked  by 
our  detractors,  who  are  attempting  to  hold  the  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  to  a  rigid  accountability,  as  if 
she  were  the  very  pack-horse  of  the  Union,  to  bear 
more  than  her  share  of  all  its  burthens  and  responsi- 
bilities. This  is  unjust — we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to 
assume  our  true  position. 

Permit  me,  fellow  citizens,  in  conclusion,  to  urge 
upon  you  a  thorough  and  searching  inquiry  into  all 
abuses  of  government  and  all  expenditures  of  the  pub- 
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lie  money,  wliicli  are  not  clearly  warranted  by  en- 
lightened prudence.  The  condition  of  the  public  trea- 
sury demands  this  at  your  hands — and  the  people  con- 
fidently trust,  that  those  to  whom  the^'  have  confided 
the  guardianship  of  their  interests,  will  faithfully  per- 
form the  duty  both  of  inquiring  into,  and  correcting 
all  the  evils  they  find  to  exist.  It  will  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  completion  of 
this  salutary  work.  We  may  meet  for  a  time  with  ob- 
stacles— we  will  doubtless  encounter  resistance  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  interested  in  perpetuating 
either  abuses  or  extravagance;  but  ultimately,  we  can- 
not fail  to  triumph  over  all  difficulties,  and  to  carry 
into  effectual  practical  operation  the  great  principles 
of  economy  and  reform — the  only  true  and  solid  basis 
on  which  those  who  administer  the  affairs  of  repub- 
lican governments,  can  rest  their  claims  to  popular 
confidence  and  support. 

DAVID  K.  PORTEE. 
Executive  Chamber,  6th  January,  1842. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  Directing  Certain 
Suits  to  be  Brought  by  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
Use  of  the  Commonwealth." 

Gentlemen : 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  DIRECTING 
certain  suits  to  be  brought  by  the  State  Treas- 
urer for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,''  is  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  which  it 
originated,  accompanied  with  the  reasons  that  con- 
strain me  to  refuse  it  my  sanction.  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  state,  that  the  bill  is  a  most  extraordinary  one, 
viewed  in  whatever  light  we  may.  And  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  originated  and  heralded  to  the  no- 
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tice  of  the  public,  was  not  less  extraordinary  than 
the  bill  itself.  It  was  not  passed  till  the  very  day 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature;  when, 
amidst  the  throng  of  business,  then  pressing  on  me, 
ii  was  too  late  to  return  it  with  my  objections.  It 
was  accordingly  held  over  until  this  time,  so  that  the 
members  of  the  House,  and  a  portion  of  the  Senate, 
who  were  elected  to  the  last  general  election,  can  pass 
upon  it  in  such  manner  as  they  see  fit.  They  cannot 
be  unacquainted  with  the  fact,  that  it  was  made  the 
theme  of  partizan  ribaldry,  in  all  quarters  of  the  State. 
They  can,  therefore,  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  of  the  uses  for  which  it  was  designed. 

The  peculiar  nature  of  this  bill,  calls  on  me  to  say 
a  word  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Committee,  which 
introduced  it  to  the  Senate  and  the  public.  That  re- 
port professed  to  give  the  facts,  on  which  the  last  four 
sections  of  this  bill  were  predicated,  and  the  reasons 
that  justified  their  adoption.  The  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee,  exposing  the  misstatements 
and  controverting  the  arguments  of  the  majority,  was 
excluded  from  the  journal,  on  a  pretext  which  oper- 
ated with  tenfold  force,  against  the  printing  of  the  re- 
port of  the  majority.  I  think  the  legislative  history 
of  this  Commonwealth,  will  be  ransacked  in  vain  for 
a  parallel  to  this  majority  report.  The  truth  of  cer- 
tain statements  in  it,  deemed  material  by  its  authors, 
will  wear  a  strange  aspect,  when  tested  by  the  journal 
of  the  Senate  the  preceding  year  and  by  the  Execu- 
tive minutes,  from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of 
1790,  down  to  the  day  on  which  the  report  was  made. 
The  querulous  carping,  personal  and  indecorous  tone 
of  the  report,  I  pass  over  without  remark.  It  only 
proves,  as  some  may  think,  the  good  taste  and  manly 
spirit  of  its  authors.  These  are  qualities,  not  for  me 
to  applaud  or  censure,  they  belong  to  their  constitu- 
ents.    I  regret  the  absence  of  the  authors  of  this  re- 
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port  from  the  Senate,  for  I  should  be  glad  to  afford 
them  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  a  measure  which 
seems  to  have  been  dear  to  their  hearts;  but  we  are 
bound  to  presume,  that  the  reasons  of  their  absence, 
are  entirely  satisfactory  to  their  constituents.  These 
observations  are  now  made,  only  to  apprize  you  of 
some  of  the  circumstances  that  attended  the  origin 
of  this  bill,  and  to  enable  you,  the  more  readily,  to  un- 
derstand the  force  and  application  of  my  objections. 

The  four  last  sections  of  this  bill,  provide  for  the 
institution  of  suits  against  Daniel  Sturgeon,  late  State 
Treasurer,  and  his  sureties,  to  recover  back  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  alleged  to 
have  been  illegally  paid,  on  four  executive  warrants, 
in  favor  of  Ovid  F.  Johnson  and  James  Madison  Por- 
ter, Esquires,  for  professional  services  rendered,  in 
the  cases  of  quo  warranto  against  Isaac  Darlington 
and  Oristus  Collins,  claiming  to  be  President  Judges, 
respectively,  of  the  fifteenth  and  second  Judicial  dis- 
tricts. 

The  said  warrants  were  drawn  on  the  said  Daniel 
Sturgeon,  State  Treasurer,  and  paid  by  him  in  the 
usual  manner.  His  accounts  were  dulv  settled  and 
adjusted  by  the  proper  departments,  including  and  ex- 
hibiting the  said  warrants.  He  made  report  of  the 
same  to  the  legislature  at  the  ensuing  session.  These 
warrants  were  especially  made  the  subject  of  legis- 
lative notice. —  [Vide  Senate  journal  of  1840,  on  call  of 
Mr.  Fraley,  page  75,  and  House  journal,  resolution  of 
Mr.  Brodhead,  page  53.] — ^And  the  legislature,  to  which 
his  report  was  made,  received  the  same,  and  passed  it 
without  disapprobation,  or  directing  proceedings  to 
be  commenced  thereupon.  The  State  Treasurer  is  sub- 
ject to  the  call  and  control  of  the  legislature  at  all 
times,  while  in  office;  and  if  he  makes  mis-payments 
of  the  public  money,  or  illegal  payments,  it  is  the  duty 
of  that  body  to  bring  him  to  account  as  soon  as  such 
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'ielinquency  comes  to  its  knowledge.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  legislature  will  neglect  or  shrink 
from  the  performance  of  its  duty,  and  I  am  yet  to 
learn  that  the  legislature  of  1840,  was  more  remiss  in 
its  duty,  or  less  watchful  of  the  public  welfare,  than 
the  legislature  which  passed  this  bill. 

It  is  not  only  after  all  these  proceedings  that  this 
bill  provides  for  opening  again  the  account  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  but  it  expressly  enacts  that  no  settlement, 
or  alleged  settlement  of  the  same,  shall  be  regarded. 
It  also  provides  that  suit  shall  be  brought,  not  as  is 
required  in  all  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  in  the 
county  where  the  seat  of  government  is  located,  but 
in  a  remote  county  where  the  said  Daniel  Sturgeon 
resides;  and  suit  it  to  be  brought  too,  in  that  county, 
against  all  his  sureties,  and  process  to  be  served  on 
them  in  any  other  county  of  the  commonwealth.  It 
also  provides  that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court,  on 
the  hearing  of  the  cause,  to  admit  in  evidence  certified 
copies  of  the  A^ouchers  or  accounts  on  file  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Auditor  General  or  State  Treasurer.''  It 
is  perfectly  competent  for  the  legislature  to  provide' 
that  copies  of  vouchers,  &c.,  shall  be  hereafter  received 
as  evidence  in  the  same  manner  as  the  originals  would 
be,  but  this  bill  goes  much  farther.  It  has  a  retro- 
spective operation,  and  compels  the  court  to  receive 
certified  copies  as  evidence,  which  would  not  have  been 
evidence  when  the  originals  were  made, — nay,  it  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  court  to  admit  these  certified  cop- 
ies, although  the  original  papers  might  not  be  admis- 
sable  in  evidence  at  all.  Nor  does  it  designate  what 
vouchers  or  accounts  it  has  reference  to,  for  aught 
that  appears,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Fayette 
county  would  be  compelled  to  admit  in  evidence  certi- 
fied copies  of  all  the  vouchers  and  accounts  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General,  which 
have  been  accumulating  since  the  organization  of  the 
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government.  A  more  arbitrary  and  unreasonable  law 
it  would  be  difficult  to  devise. 

If  this  is  to  be  considered  as  a  precedent,  no  man  in 
Pennsylvania  can  tell  when  he  ns  safe.  Settlements  of 
accounts  made  in  due  form  of  law  are  no  protection. 
They  are  to  be  treated  as  null  and  void.  If  this  can 
be  done  two  years  after  the  settlement  is  made,  it 
can  be  done  ten  or  twenty  years  after,  when  witnesses 
are  dead  and  vouchers  lost ;  and  to  crown  all,  the  suit 
may  be  brought  two  hundred  miles  from  the  seat  of 
government,  and  certified  copies  of  vouchers  and  pa- 
pers of  all  sorts  and  all  kinds  are  made  evidence,  how- 
ever irrelevant  the  originals  might  be,  in  open  and 
manifest  violation  of  every  principle  of  justice  and 
ever  J  rule  of  law,  that  has  hitherto  been  known  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Not  content  with  selecting  the  court  and  declaring 
that  things  shall  be  evidence  which  are  not  evidence 
under  the  laws  of  the  land,  this  bill  further  enacts 
that  if  the  decision  be  against  the  commonwealth,  the 
President  Judge  shall  reduce  his  opinion  to  writing 
and  file  the  same,  and  the  State  Treasurer  shall  re- 
move the  said  case  into  the  Supreme  Court  for  trial 
and  adjudication.  No  discretion  is  left  to  the  court 
or  the  State  Treasurer  in  this  matter,  but,  however 
idle  and  unfounded  they  may  deem  the  claim  of  the 
commonwealth,  they  are  compelled  to  remove  the  case 
into  the  Supreme  Court. 

Independent  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  already 
noticed,  there  isi  still  an  objection  of  more  conclusive 
weight,  which  reaches  at  ance  the  entire  merits  of  the 
case.  That  the  proceedings  in  this  matter  against  the 
two  persons  claiming  to  be  judges,  were  requisite  and 
necessary,  is  shown  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  against  their  right  to  hold  the  offices  which  they 
sought  to  usurp.  The  amount  of  compensation  al- 
lowed to  the  counsel  has  not  been  disputed  by  any  one 
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competent  to  estimate  the  labor,  the  responsibilities, 
and  the  nature  of  the  services  performed.  The  wnole 
question  presented  is,  as  to  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  executive  to  draw  his  warrants  for  any  sum  at  all. 
I  shall  proceed  to  show  that  the  right  is  as  clear  and 
undoubted  as  any  other  right  exercised  by  the  Execu- 
tive. The  13th  section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  con- 
stitutioQ  enjoins  on  the  Governor  that  ''he  shall  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  This  is  a 
brief  summary  of  the  duties  of  the  Governor.  He  is 
bound  to  see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  and  he  is 
amenable  to  the  public  for  the  honest  discharge  of  this 
duty.  This  is  the  most  vital  function  of  our  govern- 
ment. It  is  the  main-spring  of  all  the  others.  With- 
out this,  laws  and  constitutions  would  be  mere  waste 
paper,  and  the  government  itself  a  mockery.  To  en- 
able the  Governor  to  perform  this  high  duty,  he  is 
necessarly  invested  with  all  needful  power  and  au- 
thority consistent  with  the  laws.  He  must  employ 
agents — he  must  direct  proceedings — he  must  invoke 
the  aid  of  courts  of  justice — and  he  must  have  com- 
mand of  pecuniary  means  to  conduct  those  proceedings 
which  he  orders  to  be  undertaken. 

This  is  not  only  the  Constitution,  but  it  has  been  the 
construction  of  the  constitution,  since  the  year  1790 — 
under  every  Governor — in  the  face  of  every  Legisla- 
ture, since  that  da^^,  has  this  power  been  exercised; 
and  the  present  is  the  first  instance,  in  all  that  time, 
wherein  it  has  been  contested  or  questioned.  Cases 
abound  in  which  counsel  have  been  employed  in  the 
same  manner,  and  paid,  and  in  which  rewards  have 
been  offered  and  paid  in  the  same  way,  for  the  detec- 
tion of  offenders,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Governor.  In 
these  two  classes  of  cases,  the  money  is  paid  on  the 
same  principle.  If  the  Governor  can  pay  a  thousand 
dollars  for  the  apprehension  of  an  offender  against  the 
law,  cannot  he  pay  suh  a  sum,  as  he  deems  reasonable, 
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for  his  trial  and  conviction?  The  exercise  of  this 
power,  is  of  course,  to  be  limited  to  fit  appropriate 
cases;  but  the  constitution  has  made  the  Gov- 
ernor the  judge  of  the  occasion  as  it  arises.  He 
is  responsible  to  the  public  for  his  action; 
but  he  is,  nevertheless,  to  judge  and  decide  for  him- 
self. I  deemed  the  cases,  in  which  the  sums 
sought  to  be  recovered  by  this  bill,  fit  cases  for 
judicial  investigation.  I  directed  the  inquiries  to  be 
instituted;  it  resulted  as  I  anticipated,  and  I  drew 
my  warrants  for  such  sums,  to  compensate  counsel, 
as  I  thought  reasonable  and  just.  They  were  paid 
by  the  State  Treasurer,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  now, 
two  years  after  the  accounts  are  settled  and  closed,  in 
the  only  form  known  to  the  laws,  it  is  proposed  to  sue 
for  the  recovery  of  this  money,  on  the  pretext  that  it 
was  not  legally  paid.  And  what  is  this  alleged  ille- 
gality? That  the  constitution  prohibits  money  from 
being  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury,  except  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law.— This  is  all 
very  well,  if  those  who  object,  would  only  take  the^ 
trouble  to  consider,  that  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  see  the 
laws  faithfully  executed,  does  clearly  and  unquestion- 
ably appropriate  the  necessary  pecuniary  means  for 
that  purpose.  There  is  always  a  fund  in  the  Treasury 
to  meet  such  contingent  cases  as  may  happen,  and  the 
constitution  directs  its  appropriation,  in  aid  of  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  without  requiring  legislative 
interposition  on  the  subject.  This  has  been  the  sense 
given  to  the  constitution  since  1790,  as  understood  and 
practically  enforced  by  every  Governor,  in  numberless 
cases;  and  as  the  same  clause  remains  in  the  amended 
constitution,  as  adopted  by  the  people,  without  change, 
I  take  it  for  granted  this  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, met  with  the  approbation  of  the  community. 

In  interpreting  the  constitution,  we  must  look  at 
all  its  provisions,  as  an  entire  instrument — as  consti- 
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tuting  the  foundation  of  a  government,  and  not  at  de- 
tached lines  or  sections;  considering  the  whole  con- 
stitution together,  no  Intelligent  man  can  doubt  that 
the  construction  which  has  always  prevailed,  is  right. 
It  renders  the  functions  of  government  harmonious, 
consistent  and  effectual;  but  reverse  the  rule  of  con- 
struction, and  resort  to  the  petty  quibbling  which 
looks  not  beyond  a  section  at  a  time,  and  we  should 
have  a  government  totally  unconnected,  discordant 
and  impracticable;  the  jest  of  statesmen — the  shame 
of  all  true  patriots,  and  the  derision  of  knaves.  Such 
a  government,  in  my  opinion,  would  the  passage  of 
this  bill  prove  ours  to  be. 

Since  the  principle  contained  in  this  bill  has  been 
assumed  bv  the  State  Treasurer  as  the  rule  of  action, 
1  have  forborne  to  offer  rewards  for  the  apprehension 
of  those  who  had  perpetrated  the  most  atrocious 
crimes,  although  several  instances  have  occurred,  in 
which  I  thought  such  rewards  would  have  proved 
highly  conducive  to  the  cause  of  justice.  I  cannot  but 
think  any  construction  of  the  constitution,  which  leads 
to  such  a  result,  not  only  unfortunate,  but  disgraceful. 
It  is  unworthy  of  Pennsylvania — it  is  at  war  with  the 
enlightened  spirit  of  the  age.  Such  being  my  opinion 
of  this  measure,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  express  it 
frankly  and  fully;  and  having  done  so,  I  now  submit 
the  whole  subject  to  your  consideration,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  you  may  think  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  proper 
regard  for  the  constitution  and  laws,  require. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  6,  1842. 
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To  the  Senate  Renominating  Certain  Persons  as 
Associate  Judges  of  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  Re- 
jected by  the  Senate  at  its  Preceding  Session. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  6,  1842. 

Gentlemen : 

1K0M1NATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  of  the  counties  annexed  to  their  names, 
viz: 

Joseph  Engle,  Delaware  county. 

Jacob  Grosh,  Lancaster  county. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  the  Senate,  that  these  gentle- 
men were  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  same  offices, 
at  the  last  session.  I  nominated  them  at  that  time, 
because  I  was  satisfied  of  their  fitness,  integrity,  and 
general  popularity  among  their  fellow  citizens.  When 
they  were  rejected  by  the  last 'Senate,  I  sought  in  vain 
for  some  adequate  reason  to  justify  it.  I  have  since 
made  further  inquiry,  and  am  persuaded  that  their  fit- 
ness, honesty  and  high  standing  in  the  community 
where  they  are  known,  entitle  them  to  at  least  as  much 
confidence  as  they  enjoyed  before  their  rejection.  The 
places,  to  fill  which  they  were  nominated,  being  still 
vacant,  and  not  being  able  to  find  any  good  reason,  or 
indeed,  any  plausible  pretext  for  with  holding  them 
from  another  nomination,  I  now  make  it;  and  feel 
convinced  that  their  former  rejection  ought  not  to  be, 
and  will  not  be  deemed  the  slightest  disqualification, 
if  the  candidates  be  in  other  respects  worthy,  and  sat- 
isfactory to  the  people  in  those  counties  in  which  their 
offices  are  to  be  exercised. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John   King  Findlay  to 
be  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Lancaster. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  7,  1842. 

Gentlemen: 

A   COMMISSION  WAS  GRANTED  BY  ME  DUR- 
ing  the  recess  of  the  Senate  to  John  King  Find- 
lay,  appointing  him  to  be  Recorder  of  the  city 
of  Lancaster,  and  I  now  nominate  him  to  the  said  of- 
fice. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to  Clerk 
Hire  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  for  Other 
Purposes. 

Gentelmen : 

A  RESOLUTION  ENTITLED,  ''  RESOLUTION 
relative  to  Clerk  hire  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  4th  day  of  May  last,  for  the  Executive  ap- 
probation. Not  being  able  to  give  it  that  approbation 
consistently  with  my  sense  of  duty,  I  return  it  to  the 
Senate  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objections. 

The  first  section  of  the  Resolution  authorizes  the 
State  Treasurer  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
amount  now  allotted  by  law  for  Clerk  hire  in  hiS"  of- 
fice, such  sum  as  he  may  deem  jast  and  equitable  for 
the  labor  and  expense  which  must  necessarily  be  in- 
curred in  revising  and  correcting  the  books  in  the 
Treasury  Department;  Provided,  That  such  sum  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  fifty  dollars. 
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This  section  contains  a  reflection  on  the  predecessor 
in  office,  of  the  present  incumbent,  which  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  sanction  without  some  evidence  to  justify  it. 
Again,  the  appropriation  now  made  by  law  for  Clerk 
hire  in  the  treasury  is  ample,  and  the  salaries  paid  to 
the  Clerks,  such  as  should  command  their  whole  time 
and  attention.  If  there  be  any  necessity  for  "revis- 
ing and  correcting"  any  of  the  books  in  the  depart- 
ment, the  incumbent  and  his  Clerks,  for  the  time  being, 
are  paid  for  so  doing,  as  part  of  their  official  duties. 

It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice,  which  had 
been  growing  up  of  late  years,  of  giving  extra  or  ad- 
ditional compensation  to  clerks  for  merely  doing  their 
duty.  The  demands  on  the  Treasury  are  such,  that 
we  should  be  just,  and  pay  our  debts,  before  we  are 
generous  and  make  presents.  The  sum,  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  is  small,  but  the  principle  is  a  bad  one. 
What  appropriates  |2o0  now,  may  be  cited  as  a  prece- 
dent to  justify  the  useless  expenditure  of  |2,000  next 
year. 

I  cannot  but  urge  upon  the  Legislature,  the  absolute 
necessity  of  a  rigid  system  of  economy,  and  especially, 
of  withholding  all  extra  compensation. to  Clerks  and 
officers,  or  for  other  contingent  expenses  of  every 
branch  of  the  Government.  There  is  a  deficiency  in 
the  Treasury  already,  every  dollar  of  which  is  to  be 
made  up  by  a  tax  levied  on  the  property  and  industry 
of  the  people;  and  if  this  indirect  mode  of  increasing 
the  compensation  of  those  employed  in  our  public 
offices  is  to  be  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  the 
Legislature,  it  is  not  with  the  Executive  sanction. 

DAYID  E.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  7,  184.2. 
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To  the  Senate  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Providing  for  the 
Appointment  and  Election  of  Canal  Commission- 
ers by  the  People." 

Gentlemen:  • 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  PROVIDING 
for  the  appointment  and  election  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners by  the  people/'  was  presented  to  me 
on  the  3d  day  of  May  last,  for  the  Executive  approba- 
tion. Not  being  able,  consistently  with  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  give  it  that  approbation,  I  herewith  return 
it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  ob- 
jections. 

I  have  no  objections,  as  stated  in  a  former  commu- 
nication, to  the  election  of  a  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners by  the  citizens  of  the  entire  Commonwealth, 
and  had  the  bill  in  question  contained  such  a  provi- 
sion, it  should  have  beecome  a  law  with  the  Execu- 
tive approbation. 

The  bill  in  question  proposes,  however,  in  its  first 
section,  to  change  the  existing  board  by  a  Legislative 
enactment,  and  in  the  next  section,  provides  for  the 
election  of  successors  to  the  persons  so  appointed  in 
five  districts,  arranged  as  follows: 

The  first  district  to  be  composed  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Bucks  and 
Montgomery,  and  to  elect  one  Commissioner.  The  sec- 
ond district  to  be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dela- 
ware, Chester,  Lancaster,  I^banon,  Dauphin,  Berks 
and  York,  and  to  elect  one  Commissioner.  The  third 
district  to  be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lehigh, 
Schuylkill,  Northampton,  Northumberland,  Columbia, 
Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  Pike,  Monroe,  Tioga, 
Bradford,  Potter,  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clinton,  Clear- 
field and  M'Kean,  and  to  elect  one  Commissioner.  The 
fourth  district  to  be  composed  of  the  counties  of  Union, 
Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry,  Cumberland,  Adams,  Franklin, 
Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Westmore- 
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land  and  Fayette,  and  to  elect  one  Commissioner. 
And  the  filth  district  to  be  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Greene,  Was-hington,  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Butler, 
Armstrong,  Indiana,  Clarion,  Venango,  Jefferson,  War- 
ren, Crawford,  Mercer  and  Erie,  and  to  elect  one 
Commissioner. 

It  also  proposes  that  one  of  the  said  Commissioners, 
acocrding  to  the  number  of  his"  district,  shall  vacate 
his  office  annually,  so  that  the  Commissioner  of  dis- 
trict No.  1,  shall  go  out  of  office  at  the  end  of  one 
year — No.  2,  at  the  end  of  two  years — No.  3,  at  the 
end  of  three  years — No.  4,  at  the  end  of  four  years, 
and  No.  5,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  from  the  general 
election  in  1841,  and  thereafter  the  Commissioners 
elected  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Independent  of  objections  to  the  length  of  the  ten- 
ure, and  other  matters  of  detail,  which  may  be  found 
iu convenient  and  unsuitable  in  practice,  I  predicate 
my  objections  mainly  on  the  ground,  first,  of  district- 
ing the  State  for  the  election  of  Commissioners,  at 
all, — and  secondly,  of  districting  it  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  this  bill. 

The  Commissioners  to  be  elected,  are  to  be  the  Canal 
Commissioners  of  the  Commonwealth.  If  they  were 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  represent  the  various  sections 
of  the  Commonwealth,  w^hich  are  united  in  a  commun- 
nity  of  interest,  in  particular  parts  of  our  internal  im- 
provements, there  might,  perhaps,  be  some  reason 
urged  for  electing  them  in  districts,  wdiich  would  em- 
brace this  object.  But  in  the  number  proposed  to  be 
elected,  It  will  be  found  impossible  so  to  arrange  them, 
and  no  good  object  can  be  gained  by  electing  them 
in  dis^tricts,  which  w^ould  not  apply  with  greater  force 
to  their  election  by  the  people  of  the  whole  Common- 
wealth. 

But,  secondly,  the  districting  the  State  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  this  bill,  is  peculiarly  objectionable. 
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If  we  expect  the  first  district  counties,  having  no  com- 
munitv  of  interest  further  than  the  interest  common 
to  the  whole  state,  are  united  for  the  election  of  a 
Canal  Commissioner.  What  peculiar  interest  in  com- 
mon can  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Berks  and  York 
have? — yet  we  find  them  attached  to  the  second  dis- 
trict. Or  what  peculiar  interest  in  common  have  the 
counties  of  Lehigh  and  Northampton,  with  the  coun- 
ties of  Potter,  Lycoming,  Centre,  Clearfield,  Clarion 
and  M'Kean? — Yet  we  find  them  connected  in  the 
third  district.  Or  the  county  of  Union,  with  the  coun- 
ties of  Adams  and  Franklin,  or  any  of  them  with  the 
counties  of  Somerset,  Cambria,  Westmoreland  and 
Fayette? — Yet  they  are  united  in  the  fourth  district. 
Or  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Washington  with  Erie, 
Warren  and  Jefferson,  which  we  find  united  with  the 
others  in  the  fifth  district?  Again,  the  districts  are 
unequal  both  in  population  and  territory,  some  con- 
taining according  to  the  last  census,  a  population  of 
nearly  fifty  thousand  more  than  others;  and  many  of 
them  illy  arranged  for  the  purposes  of  intercommuni- 
cation betw  een  the  inhabitants  of  different  portions 
of  them.  AVhy  they  were  so  arranged  is  not  explained 
in  the  bill  itself,  and  it  is  left  to  conjecture.  The  mind 
is  therefore  led  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion,  that  it 
was  done  for  the  accomplishment  of  objects  not 
avowed. 

The  political  rights  of  the  people  have  been  so 
wholly  disregarded  in  the  present  arrangement  of  the 
districts  of  the  State,  for  the  election  of  Senators  and 
Representatives,  that  I  cannot  countenance  any  at- 
tempt to  extend  the  system  to  other  objects  and  pur- 
poses, to  the  prejudice  of  the  people,  w^hose  interests 
I  have  in  charge. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  7,  1842. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Mohon  C.  Rogers  to  be 
an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  10,  1842. 

Gentlemen: 

A  COMMISSION  WAS  GRANTED  BY  ME  ON 
the  first  instant,  to  Molton  C.  Rogers,  appointing 
him  to  be  one  of  the  Associate  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  vacancy  hav- 
ing arisen  in  that  office  on  said  day,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution.  I  now  nominate  him  to 
that  office. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  for  the 

Several  Counties  Named. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  10,  1842. 

Gentlemen : 

DURING  THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE,  COM- 
missions  were  granted  by  me  to  the  following 
persons  for  the  offices  respectively  annexed  to 
their  names,  and  I  now  nominate  them  to  the  same, 
viz:  '    ' 

John  Shafer  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the  coun- 
'  ty  of  Centre,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  H.  Wilson,  de- 
ceased. 
Benjamin  Lathrop  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
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county  of  Susquehanna,  in  the  room  of  Jabez  Hyde, 
deceased. 

Samuel  P.  Lilley  to  be  an  associate  judge  for  the 
county  of  Mifflin,  in  the  room  of  William  M'Cay,  de- 
ceased. 

DAVID  K.  PORTEK. 


To    the    Assembly   Transmitting    and    Commenting 
upon  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant  General. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  ADJUTANT 
General  of  the  Commonwealth,  his  Annual  Re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  statement,  in  detail,  of 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  militia  and  volun- 
teers of  the  State,  together  with  the  returns  of  the 
arms,  ordnance,  camp  equipage  and  military  stores 
deposited  in  the  several  arsenals,  or  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  militia.  Copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

This  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  proves  how  in- 
defatigably  that  officer  has  been  employed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duti(^s.  Hisi  opinions  of  our  military 
system,  and  the  means  he  suggests  of  improving  It, 
coming  as  they  do  from  a  man  of  great  military  ex- 
perience, merit  that  respectful  consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly  which  I  am  confident  they  will  re- 
ceive at  your  hands. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  10,  1842. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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Inaugural  Address  to  the  Assembly. 

Fellow  Citizens: 

ABOUT  TO  ENTER  UPON  MY  SECOND  AND 
last  Constitutional  term  of  office,  as  the  Chief 
Executive  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  occasion  now  presented,  to  renew 
to  my  fellow-citizens  the  annunciation  of  the  princi- 
ples which  will  guide  my  course  in  the  performance  of 
the  high  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  the  constitution 
and  laws.  It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  me 
to  state,  that  it  is  comparatively  a  brief  and  easy  task. 
The  address  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  to  my 
fellow-citizens  on  mv  first  induction  into  office,  con- 
tains  so  comprehensives  and  minute  an  expression  of 
my  views  on  all  great  questions  of  policy,  that  could 
reasonably  be  expected  to  arise,  as  almost  to  preclude 
the  necessity  of  adverting  to  them  again.  After  a 
deliberate  perusal  of  that  address,  and  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  numerous  perplexing  and  vexatious 
questions  which  have  hitherto  been  presented  to  me 
for  action,  or  which  I  can  expect  to  have  presented 
hereafter,  I  do  not  find  a  sijigle  word  or  sentiment  that 
I  would  change  or  modify.  As  it  expressed  my  opin- 
ions and  determinations  three  years  ago,  it  equally  and 
emphatically  expresses  them  now:  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer you  to  it,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  adhere  to  it  in 
each  and  every  sentiment  still.  Aditional  light  has 
only  made  it  more  clear  to  my  mind;  additional  ex- 
perience has  only  strengthened  the  convictions  then 
felt.  .  •        ;  .      ■      ;    ;'|7,1!J 

I  need  only  say  in  connection  with  it,  that  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  commonwealth,  though  appar- 
ently more  embarrassing  than  it  was  at  that  period, 
is  in  reality  very  little  if  at  all  changed.  The  public 
debt  is  substantially  the  same, — the  public  burdens 
only  increased  to  meet  obligations  then  incurred — the 
Public  Improvements  are  more  productive,  and  public 
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revenues  essentially  augmented. — Our  banking  system, 
then  tottering  to  its  fall,  has  been  examined  with 
searching  scrutiny  by  the  public  eye — its  faults  have 
been  detected,  its  unsoundness  exposed,  and  its  dan- 
gers guarded  against  by  the  dissemination  of  correct 
information.  The  wild  and  headlong  spirit  of  specu- 
lation has  been  checked.  The  undue  multiplication 
of  the  public  debt  has  been  restrained,  and  improvi- 
dent and  wasteful  expenditures  of  the  public  funds 
arrested.  Experience  has  painfully  demonstrated  to 
the  conviction  of  all,  what  the  sagacious  foresight  of 
some  apprehended — that  nations,  like  individuals, 
when  they  make  "too  great  haste  to  get  rich"  are  in 
danger  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 

We  have  not  yet  fortunately,  reached  the  fatal  point, 
from  which  there  was  no  prospect  of  escape;  but  we 
were  verging  so  near,  as  to  render  our  rescue  alike 
timely  and  perilous.  Cases  of  individual  hardship  no 
doubt  exist,  but  patience,  industry  and  enterprise  will 
effect  a  cure  in  most  of  them ;  and  for  those  that  are 
remediless,  we  can  but  express  our  sympathy  and  our 
sorrow.  I  trust  the  latter  class  is  but  limited  in  num- 
ber and  extent.  The  Commonwealth  herself,  after 
a  short  struggle  borne  with  fortitude  characteristic  of 
her  citizens,  and  the  integrity  that  would  scorn  to 
tarnish,  will  overcome  all  her  pecuniary  difficulties — 
will  faithfully  fulfil  her  engagements  and  proudly 
maintain  her  honesty  and  her  fame.  If  there  be  any 
of  her  citizens  who  would  pursue  a  different  course, 
they  will  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
peculiar  opinions,  and  will  be  pointed  at  by  the  rest 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  as  the  victims  of  some  mad 
and  dangerous  delusion. 

Reformation  in  its  abuses,  and  economv  in  the  ex- 
])enditures  of  government,  are  now  made  cardinal 
maxims  of  policy,  by  all  who  have  the  good  of  their 
country  at  heart.     Much  benefit  has  already  resulted. 
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and  more  it  is  hoped  will  in  future  result  from  the 
practical  operation  of  this  popular  feeling. 

Let  it  reach  every  department  where  enlightened 
prudence  and  wisdom  point  the  way.  Happily  we 
have  not,  under  our  government,  any  of  those  time 
honored  abuses  and  corruptions,  which  in  other  coun- 
tries strike  their  roots*  so  deeply  into  the  constitution, 
as  to  endanger  its  existence  by  their  extirpation.  We 
can  correct  every  abuse,  and  eradicate  every  corrup- 
tion, without  touching  the  vitality  of  the  constitution 
itself. 

In  entering  upon  the  last  term  of  office  to  which  the 
constitution  restricts  me,  I  may  venture  to  hope,  I 
shall  be  credited  when  I  assure  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
my  ambition  is  satisfied,  and  my  gratitude  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me,  most  lively  and  sincere.  I 
trust  I  shall  not  be  deemed  justly  obnoxious  to  the 
charge  in  my  official  course,  of  looking  on  my  acts  and 
recommendations,  to  further  preferment  or  re-elec- 
tion. I  trust,  too,  the  labor  of  those  who  have  felt  it 
to  be  their  duty,  or  their  interest,  to  assail  and  pervert 
the  measures  which  met  my  sanction,  will  be  lightened, 
and  their  ingenuity  relieved  of  its  onerous  taxation, 
to  render  their  hostility  effectual.  Henceforth  I  do 
most  fondly  hope,  we  shall  all  act  harmoniously  to- 
gether, in  our  respective  capacities,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  good,  forgetting  every  other  consid- 
eration, and  dismissing  every  other  counsel,  but  those 
which  patriotism  inspires.  And  may  that  Being 
whose  Providence  has  ever  guided  and  guarded  our 
beloved  Commonwealth,  through  the  vicissitudes  of 
both  prosperity  and  adversity,  still  watch  over  it  and 
make  the  promotion  of  all  its  interests,  his  peculiar 
care. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 

Harrisburg,  January  18,  1842. 
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To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Announcing  the  Ap- 
pointment of  Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sh-: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE  THAT 
I   have  this   day  appointed   and   commissioned 
Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, agreeably  to  the  8th  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  22d,  1842. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Calvin  Blythe  to  be  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  22,  1842. 

1    NOMINATE  CALVIN  BLYTHE  TO  BE  PRESl 
dent  Judge  of  the  twelfth  Judicial  District,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Daufjhin,  Lebanon  and 
Schuylkill,  in  the  room  of  Anson  V.  Parsons,  who  has 
accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

THE  NECESSITY  OF  MAINTAINING  UNSUL- 
lied  the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth,  has  more  pe- 
culiarly engaged  my  attention  since  my  induction 
into  office,  than  any  other  subject.  Every  effort  has 
been  made  to  prevent  just  reproach  from  being  cast 
upon  the  republic.  I  have  not  hesitated  to  recommend 
the  imposition  of  taxes,  onerous  in  themselves,  in 
times  of  pecuniary  embarrassments,  in  order,  faith- 
f  ally,  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Legislature  has  joined  in  the  responsibility  of 
so  doing.  Considerable  uneasiness  was  expressed  by 
the  creditors  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  to  her  ability  to 
meet  the  interest  falling  due  on  the  1st  instant. — By 
law  the  Bank  of  Peunsvlvania  was  cinstituted  the  de- 
pository  of  the  State  funds,  and  its  agent  for  disburs- 
ing the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  The  Executive, 
by  the  Constitution,  has  no  directory  power  over  the 
public  treasury.  The  constitution  has  wisely  depos- 
ited that  with  the  Treasurer,  an  officer  elected  by  the 
joint  vote  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
Still,  under  the  injunction  to  see  the  laws  faithfully 
executed,  I  could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  subject,  and 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  I  suggested  to  that  functionary  the 
propriety  of  removing  the  public  funds  from  that  in- 
stitution. This  suggestion  w^as  made  from  long  en- 
ertained  apprehensions  existing  in  my  mind,  that  the 
public  moneys  were  not  safe,  and  when  required  might 
not  be  forthcoming  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. Having  ascertained  that  upwards  of  half 
a  million  of  dollars  were  deposited  in  that  Bank  on 
the  first  of  January,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  that  it  could  not  be  applied  to  any  other 
object,  I  requested  that  officer  about  the  fifth  of  Janu- 
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ary  to  commence  the  payment  of  the  interest  then,  as 
by  anticipating  the  time,  the  public  would  be  prac- 
tically a&sured  of  our  entire  ability  as  well  as  willing- 
ness to  pay  our  debts,  and  that  the  payment  in  ad- 
vance would  not  only  have  a  happy  influence  in  tran- 
quilizing  the  public  mind  on  that  subject,  but  avoid 
the  risk  of  permitting  the  money  to  remain  longer  in 
the  bank.  He  did  proceed  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  pursuance  of  the  suggestion,  but  returned  satisfied, 
as  he  believed,  from  the  representations  of  the  ofQ- 
cers  of  the  bank,  that  all  was  safe,  and  that  the  pay- 
ment at  that  time  would  occasion  some  inconvenience 
to  the  transfer  clerk. 

With  an  anxious  desire  for  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object,  I  repaired  to  Philadelphia  on  the  26th  of 
January,  after  full  consultation  with  the  State  Trea- 
surer, and  was  there  unremittingly  engaged  in  the  ob- 
ject of  my  mission  until  the  2d  instant,  and  received 
continued  assurances  from  several  of  the  directors, 
up  to  Friday  evening,  the  28th  of  the  Bank's  ability  to 
pay  over  on  the  1st  of  February.  On  Saturday,  the 
29th,  however,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  other 
Banks  refusing  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  run  was  made  on  that  institution, 
which  was  met  until  the  usual  closing  hour  of  the  day. 
But,  being  satisfied  that  this  run  would  be  continued 
on  Monday,  and  convinced  that  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
monwealth had  been  paid  to  meet  other  demands  upon 
the  Bank,  I  addressed  a  leter  to  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors early  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  notifying 
them  that  the  Attorney  General  had  been  instructed 
to  obtain  an  injunction  from  the  Supreme  Court,  under 
their  equity  powers,  to  restrain  the  Bank  from  pay- 
jug  out,  transferring,  assigning,  or  otherwise  dispos- 
ing of  the  funds  and  assets,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Confmonwealth,  until  the  final  action  of  the  Court 
could  be  had,  or  other  satisfactory  arrangement  made. 
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In  consequence  of  this  notification,  the  Bank  was  not 
opened  at  nine  o'clock — and  shortly  after  ten  o'clock 
the  injunction  was  accordingly  obtained  and  served 
by  the  Sheriff,  enjoining  the  officers  from  disposing 
of  the  funds,  according  to  the  command  of  the  writ. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  1st  February,  a  successful 
arrangement  was  made,  by  which  I  have  reason  to 
believe  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  has  now  been 
commenced,  and  will  be  completed  as  soon. as  the  funds 
can  be  arranged  for  the  purpose.  This  arrangement 
consists  in  the  application  of  the  available  funds  of 
the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  to  wit: 

Foreign  Bills  of  Exchange,  of  the  value  of         |116,000 

Specie,     ' 234,000 

Bills  receivable,  and  soon  available,  . . .  150,000 

And  the  proceeds  of  a  requisition  made  upon  the 
other  Banks,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  bal- 
ance of  the  interest  due,  the  whole  of  which  will  be 
assuredly  met  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  The  State  Treasurer,  bv  himself  and  assist- 
ants,  will  make  the  payments  of  interest  at  the  Bank, 
or  at  the  Treasury. 

It  is  well  known  from  my  repeated  communications 
on  the  subject  to  the  Legislature,  that  I  have  long 
entertained  the  most  serious  apprehensions  of  the  se- 
curity of  the  State's  investment  in  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  to  provide  against  the  probability  of 
its  delinquency,  I  took  the  precaution  upon  the  25th 
day  of  November  last,  under  the  authority  of  the  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  loan,  passed  5th  of  May,  1841,  to 
call  upon  the  Banks,  which,  by  the  terms  of  their  char- 
ters, were  bound  to  loan  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  per 
cent,  of  their  capital  to  the  Commonwealth,  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  advance  the  balance,  which 
might  legally  be  required  of  them  on  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary instant. 
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The  amount  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Common- 
wealtJi,  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  branches, 
was  about  |850,000.  The  amount  of  available  funds 
received  from  that  institution,  as  stated,  is  |500,000. 
The  balance  is  in  progress,  of  being  secured  by  the 
transfer  of  notes  and  securities  to  a  considerably 
larger  amount  than  that  sum,  falling  due  at  short 
dates.  They  may  not  all  be  reduced  to  cash  in  less 
than  nine  months,  or  a  year  from  this  time.  Any  sur- 
plus received  from  this  source  will  be,  of  course,  re- 
turned to  the  Bank.  But  I  have  no  doubt  the  State 
is  secured  from  any  ultimate  loss  of  her  deposites. 
Her  greatest  suffering  has  been  from  the  injury  to  her 
credit  in  postponing,  even  for  a  day,  the  payment  of 
the  interest  due  her  creditors. 

I  cannot  here  omit  the  expression  of  my  deep  regret, 
that  after  the  people  have  been  taxed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  Commonwealth;  after  they  have  cheer- 
fully assented  to  the  imposition  of  this  indispensable 
burthen;  after,  in  the  most  gratifying  manner,  sus- 
taining the  constituted  authorities  in  adopting  mea- 
sures generally  esteemed  ungracious,  however  neces- 
sary^, their  hard  earnings  and  patriotic  contributions 
should  have  been  misapplied  by  the  institution  to 
which  had  been  confided  the  trust  of  its  due  applica- 
tion to  the  purposes  intended.  This  occurrence  can- 
not but  be  deeply  deplored. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Legislature  the  pro- 
priety of  immediately  enacting  a  law  for  the  more  safe 
and  secure  disposition  of  the  public  moneys  than  that 
now  designated  by  law,  and  that  some  discretion 
sliould  be  left  with  the  State  Treasurer  in  relation  to 
the  deposite  and  safe  keeping  thereof,  which  he  might 
exercise,  in  conjunction  with  any  other  department 
of  the  Government  which  the  Legislature-might  name, 
especially  during  the  time  that  body  shall  not  be  in 
session,  and  generally  to  provide  against  any  similar 
emergency,  should  it  unfortunately  occur. 
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The  necessity  of  disconnecting  the  administration 
of  the  Government  from  banking  institutions  has  been 
again  and  again  urged  upon  the  Legislature.  They 
have  thought  it  fit  to  differ  with  me  in  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  but  every  day's  experience  has  confirmed 
the  correctness  of  my  views,  and  I  must  be  excused 
for  again  pressing  it  upon  your  attention.  The  his- 
tory of  the  world  cannot  afford  any  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  any  advantage  from,  or  furnish  a  sound  rea- 
son for  a  connexion  between  the  government  and  in- 
.  corporated   moneyed  institutions. 

The  State  Treasurer  has  on  the  present  occasion  act- 
ed with  promptness,  energy  and  discretion.  The  re- 
sponsibility was  a  fearful  one,  and  the  occasion  one  in 
which  that  responsibility  had  to  be  assumed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Commonwealth.  Whatever  differences 
of  opinion  may  be  entertained  on  the  subject,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  arrangement  made  was  the  best 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  could  have  been  effect- 
ed, and  met  my  approbation  and  concurrence.  'My 
participation  in  it  has  been  of  an  advisory  character, 
and  if  in  the  ultimate  adjustment  of  this  vexatious 
matter,  any  of  the  arrangements,  made  in  such  an 
extraordinary  emergency,  and  in  the  hurry  of  the  mo- 
ment, shall  not  meet  the  entire  approbation  of  the 
Legislature  in  their  cool  deliberations  upon  them,  I 
trust  they  will  be  viewed  with  a  charitable  eye,  and 
that  my  exertions  will  be  considered  as  an  honest  en- 
deavor for  the  best  protection  of  the  public  interest. 

DAVID  E.  PORTEE. 
Executive  Chamber,  February  5,  1842. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Bredin  to  be  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
Seventeenth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
February  9,  1842. 

Gentlemen: 

IHEKEBY  KOMINATE  JOHN  BREDIN,  OF  THE 
county  of  Butler,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Seventeenth  Ju- 
dicial District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Beaver, 
Butler  and  Mercer,  from  and  after  the  27th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary instant. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  a  Loan  for  the  Use  of 

the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

1  STATED  TO  YOU  IN  MY  MESSAGE  OF  THE 
fifth  instant,  that  I  had  taken  the  precaution  on 
the  2oth  day  of  November  last,  under  the  authority 
of  the  resolution  authorizing  a  loan,  ijassed  fifth  of 
May,  1841,  to  call  upon  the  banks,  v^hich  by  the  terms 
of  their  charters,  were  bound  to  loan  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  per  cent,  of  their  capital  to  the  Common- 
wealth, to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  advance 
the  balance  which  might  be  legally  required  of  them, 
on  the  first  of  February  instant;  a  copy  of  which  no- 
tice is  herewith  transmitted,  [marked  A].  This  no- 
tice was  sent  to  all  the  banks  in  the  State,  which  were 
bound  to  loan  to  the  State,  in  pursuance  of  said  law. 
On  the  first  instant,  finding  that  in  all  probability  the 
56— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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Bank  of  Pennsylvania  would  be  unable  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  due  at  that  period,  I  made  a 
requisition  upon  a  number  of  banks  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  of  said  previous 
notice;  and  subsequently  after  my  return  to  this  place, 
on  the  4th  day  of  February  instant,  on  all  the  other 
banks  in  the  State,  that  were  r-equired  by  law  to  make 
said  loan,  copies  of  w^hich  requisitions  [marked  B], 
are  herewith  transmitted  to  vou. 

Among  the  banks  upon  which  this  requisition  was 
made,  was  the  Bank  of  Chamber sburg.  This  bank  has 
refused  to  loan  the  State  the  sum  I'equired  by  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  its  charter.  A  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  bank  containing  the  re- 
fusal [marked  C],  is  also  herewith  transmitted  to  you. 

One  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  refusal  is  pred- 
icated, as  appears  by  the  letter,  is,  that  the  bank  has 
loaned  to  the  State,  money  to  the  amount  of  five  per 
cent,  of  her  capital,  which  has  been  repaid. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  such  loans  was  ever  made, 
in  pursuance  of  the  8th  section  of  the  Act  of  25th  of 
March,  1824,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  re-charter  certain 
banks.  One  of  the  provisions  of  that  section  is,  that 
"whenever  the  Legislature  of  the  State  may  require 
it,  each  bank  hereby  chartered,  shall  loan  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, any  sum  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  on 
its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,"  &c.  (This  bank 
was  included  in  said  Act.)  Nor  am  I  aware,  that  the 
Legislature  authorized  a  loan  to  be  thus  taken,  which 
has  been  enforced  against  said  bank. 

Another  position  assumed  by  the  bank,  is,  that  un- 
der the  resolution  of  the  3d  April,  1840,  it  took  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  of  State  stock,  and  under  the 
law  of  the  4th  Mav  last,  it  issued  sixtv  thousand  dol- 
lars  of  small  notes. 

It  is  probably  sufficient  to  remark,  that  the  stock 
taken  under  the  resolution  of  the  3d  April,  1840,  was 
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llie  voluntarv  Act  of  the  bank.  It  was  a  loan  made  to 
the  State  upon  an  offer,  or  proposition,  presented  by 
an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  which  that  institution  was 
at  liberty  to  accept  or  refuse,  as,  in  her  opinion,  would 
best  subserve  her  interests.  That  loan  was  taken  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  conscious  that  by  the 
very  terms  under  which  every  act  was  done,  the  legis- 
lature had  the  power  of  compelling  the  loan  now  de- 
manded, on  any  occasion  when  it  might  deem  expe- 
dient to  assert  the  claim.  One  of  the  conditions  of 
the  charter;  a  part  of  the  contract  made  with  the 
Commonwealth;  and  fully  assented  to  by  the  bank, 
was,  that  this  loan  should  be  made  to  the  State,  when- 
ever the  Legislature  should  require  it. 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  injustice  in  this  requisi- 
tion thus  sanctioned  by  law,  and  being  one  of  the 
terms  on  which  this  corporation  received  and  continues 
to  exercise  its  chartered  rights;  the  important  ques- 
tion submitted  for  vour  consideration  is,  whether  the 
law  shall  be  enforced. 

In  order  to  present  the  subject  in  a  clear  light  be- 
fore you,  the  State  Treasurer,  on  the  9th  instant,  drew 
his  draft  upon  the  Bank  for  thirteen  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars;  which  was  presented  at  the  coun- 
ter of  the  Bank  during  business  hours,  payment  of 
which  was  refused  bv  its  officers,  and  the  same  was 

ft-  / 

regularly  protested. — Copies  of  the  draft  and  protest 
are  enuexed,  [marked  D]. 

Under  these  circumstances,  to  resort  to  legal  pro- 
ceedings in  a  court  of  justice,  the  Commonwealth  is 
met  by  the  great  dealy  incident  to  judicial  investiga- 
tions, which  is  probably  the  implied  legal  course  of 
proceedings  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1824.  But 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  flagrant  outrage  committed 
by  thisi  Bank — when  we  see  it  violating  the  faith 
pledged  to  the  State  on  obtaining  its  charter — disre- 
garding the  promise  made  at  the  time  to  aid  the  Com- 
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monwealth  in  the  hour  of  necessity,  it  appears  to  me 
worth}^  the  grave  consideration  of  the  Legislature, 
whether,  under  the  facts  now  disclosed,  you  will  not 
declare  the  charter  of  this  Bank  forfeited,  and  devise 
the  proper  means  for  liquidating  its  affairs.  It  was 
under  the  A  ct  of  1824,  above  referred  to,  that  the  char- 
ter was  granted.  By  the  9th  section  of  the  Act  is 
is  provided:  "if  it  shall  appear  that  the  charters  and 
privileges  by  this  act  granted  to  any  of  the  Banks 
herein  mentioned  are  injurious  to  the  citizens  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  Legislature  reserve  full  power  to 
alter,  revoke,  and  annul  them,  or  any  of  them,  at  any 
time  they  may  think  proper."  It  is  for  you  to  deter- 
mine whether  this  is  not  the  proper  time.  If  a  Bank 
is  unwilling  to  aid  the  Commonwealth  in  the  hour  of 
difficultj^,  or  assist  in  sustaining  the  credit  and  honor 
of  the  State — if  she  refuses  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions of  her  charter  and  boldly  violates  the  law,  is 
not  such  an  institution  "injurious  to  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth?" 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed 
declaring  the  charter  of  the  Chamber sburg  Bank  for- 
feited— for,  when  an  institution  has  wilfully  violated 
the  law — utterly  disregarded  the  conditions  on  which 
the  chartered  privileges  now  asserted  were  granted, 
in  my  opinion  all  claim  to  a  further  enjoyment  of  these 
great  benefits  is  gone. 

It  would  undoubtedly  furnish  a  salutary  example  to 
all  other  banks  who  might  be  similarly  inclined  to  vio- 
late the  solemn  obligations  they  are  under  to  the  pub- 
lic. I  think  the  Legislature  owe  it  to  their  own  dig- 
nity to  adopt  the  course  above  recommended.  Every 
attempt  thus  to  trifle  with  the  majesty  of  the  law 
should  be  met  at  the  threshold. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  February  12,  1842. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Edward  King  to  be  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  First  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  16,  1842. 

Gentlemen : 

I'    HEREBY  NOMINATE  EDWARD  KING,   ESQ., 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  President  Judge 
of  the  ('ourts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  First  Ju- 
dicial District,  composed  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  from  and  after  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
February  instant. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  Several  Counties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
February  17, 1842. 

Gentlemen: 

1     HEREWITH    NOMINATE    THE    FOLLOWING 
named  persons  asi  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  in  and  for  the  counties  annexed 
to  their  names,  respectively,  all  from  and  after  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  instant,  viz: 

Stephen  Barlow,  John  H.  Work — for  the  county  of 
Crawford. 
William  Siggens — for  the  county  of  Warren. 
Benjamin  Adams — for  the  county  of  Beaver. 
Ziba  Bennett — for  the  county  of  Luzerne. 
Asa  M'Clelland — for  the  county  of  Greene. 
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Timothy   Ives,   John  L.   Kooks — for  the  county   of 
Potter. 

John  Stewart,  Thomas  C.  Miller — for  the  county  of 
Cumberland. 

Peter  Schell — for  the  county  of  Bedford. 

George  C.  Welker — for  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land. 

John  Shindel,  Lyon  Lemberger — for  the  county  of 
Lebanon. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Withdrawing  from  Nomination  the 
Name  of  Lyon  Lemberger  as  an  Associate  Judge 
of  Lebanon  County  and  Substituting  the  Name  of 
Samuel  Goshert. 

Executive  Chamber, 
February  23,  1842, 

Gentlemen : 

BY  THE  ANNEXED  COMMUNICATION  TO  ME 
under  date  of  the  22d  instant,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  Lyon  Lemberger,  whom  I  nominated 
to  vou  on  the  17th  instant,  as  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  Lebanon  county,  will  not  accept  the  station 
in  the  event  of  his  confirmation  by  your  body,  and  has 
requested  the  withdrawal  of  his  name.  I  do  therefore, 
hereby  withdraw  the  nomination  of  L^-on  Lemberger 
for  the  office  aforesaid,  and  nominate  Samuel  Goshert 
as  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Lebanon  county,  from  and  after  the  27th 
day  of  February  instant. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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DOCUMENT. 

East  Hanover,  Lebanon  County, 

February   22,   1842. 
His  Excellency  David  R.  Porter,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — By  the  reported  Senate  proceedings  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  have  observed  that  you  have  done  me  the  high  and  unex- 
pected honor  to  nominate  me  to  that  body  as  one  of  the  as- 
sociate judges  of  Lebanon  county,  to  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  •27th  inst.  You  will  bear  me  testimony,  that  this  distin- 
guished mark  of  your  confidence  has  been  conferred  without  the 
most  remote  solicitation  upon  my  part,  and  without  my  knowl- 
edge that  it  was  in  contemplation.  I  regret,  that  the  nature  of 
my  private  duties  is  such,  that  in  the  event  of  my  confirmation 
by  the  Senate,  it  would  be  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  accept 
the  office.  Whilst,  therefore,  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  you 
for  thus  bestowing  upon  me  a  voluntary  mark  of  respect,  I 
must  respectfully  request  of  you  the  withdrawal  of  my  name 
from  the  Senate  and  the  substitution  of  another,  who  may 
have  greater  ambition  to  fill  an  ofiice  than  I  have,  and  more 
time  to  devote  to  the  fulfilment  of  its  duties. 

Your  acceptance  of  this  declination  will  enhance  the  debt  of 
gratitude  already   due   to   you,   from 

Your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 

LYON    LEMBERGER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Executive  Chamber, 
February  25,  1842. 
Gentlemen: 

1      HEREBY     NOMINATE      THE     FOLLOWING 
named   persons   to   be   Associate  Judges   of   the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  counties  affixed  to 
their  names  respectively,  from  and  after  the  27th  day 
of  February  instant: 
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John  Jnnkin,  James  Black — Perry  county. 
Meek  Kelly,  James  M'Kennan — Indiana  county. 
John  Kyan — Tioga  county. 
James  J.  Kennedy — Franklin  county. 
John  Beale,  William  M'Allister — Juniata  county. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Richard  Vaux  to  be  Re- 
corder of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
March  4,  1842. 
Gentlemen : 

A     COMMISSION    HAVING    BEEN    GRANTED 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  to  Richard  Vaux, 
to  be  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  room  of  Samuel  Rush,  resigned:    I  do  now  nomi- 
nate him  to  your  body  for  said  office. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen : 

FROM  THE  EMBARRASSMENTS  UNDER 
which  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  has  labored  for 
some  time  past,  it  is  in  my  opinion  more  than 
probable  that  this  institution  will  be  compelled  to 
make  a  general  assignment  of  its  effects,  and  to  liquid- 
ate its  affairs.  By  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of 
13th  March,  1880,  extending  the  charter  of  said  bank, 
it  is  required  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  commis- 
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sioner  of  loans,  and  the  certificates  of  stock  and  trans- 
fers were  by  said  section,  to  be  made  at  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Should  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  now  be  closed,  or 
should  it  cease  to  perform  its  accustomed  corporate 
duties,  it  is  highly  important  that  some  suitable  per- 
son should  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  stock 
books,  and  the  papers  belonging  to  that  department. 
I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  State  Trea- 
surer be  authorized  to  appoint  a  commissioner  of  loans, 
who  shall  be  required  to  keep  his  office  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  great  fluctuation  in  personal  securities  and 
changes  of  the  ownership  of  stock,  make  the  business 
of  keeping  the  records  of  transfers  of  stock  an  im- 
portant matter  to  the  state,  as  well  as  to  the  owners. 
The  sales  and  transfers  are  principally  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  makes  it  the  most  desirable  and 
convenient  place  for  keeping  the  office. 

Nor  can  I  forbear  again  directing  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  my  former  message  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  separating  the  connexion  between  the  Trea- 
sury department  and  this,  or  any  other  bank.  This 
institution  is  now  made  the  agent  for  paying  the  in- 
terest on  the  State  loans,  consequently  a  legal  de- 
pository for  the  funds  of  the  State,  and  it  appears  to 
me,  that  there  should  be  early  legislative  action  upon 
this  subject. 

The  officers  of  this  Bank  are  solicitous,  that  if  they 
are  compelled  to  make  an  assignment,  the  business 
of  collecting  and  paying  its'  debts,  should  be  entrusted 
in  some  measure,  to  the  direction  of  the  officers  elect- 
ed by  the  stockholders. 

The  State  owns  a  large  amount  of  stock  in  this  Bank, 
and  prudence  as  well  as  justice  to  the  people  requires 
that  such  measures  should  be  adopted  as  will  save  the 
»tock,  or  as  much  thereof  as  possible.    I  would,  there- 
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fore,  recommend  the  passage  of  such  a  law  in  relation 
to  the  closing  of  its  affairs,  as  will  be  calculated  to 
afford  the  best  security  to  the  holders  of  its  stock,  and 
avoid  losses  if  possible.  Probably  those  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  business  of  the  bank, — those  in  whom 
the  owners  of  the  stock  have  confidence,  as  well  as 
the  creditors,  might  be  the  most  safe  and  useful  men 
to  close  its  affairs. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  March  10,  1842. 


To  the  Assembly  with  Regard  to  Certain  Claims  of 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky  upon  the  Schuylkill  Bank. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE  THE   HONOR  OF  TRANSMITTING  TO 
you  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  accompanied  with  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State,  in  relation  to  certain  claims  of  the  Bank 
of  Kentucky  upon  the  Schuylkill  Bank  of  this  State. 

It  appears  by  an  examination  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  body,  the  opinion  isi  entertained  that  the  present 
organization  of  our  judiciary  system  does  not  afford 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky  that  remedy,  before  our  ju- 
dicial tribunals,  which  is  supposed  will  enable  the 
courts  to  reach  the  justice  and  merits  of  the  cause 
upon  established  principles  of  law  and  equity. 

If  such  should  be  the  case,  that  the  corporation  of  a 
sister  State  has  not  recourse  to  a  remedy  which  will 
enable  a  competent  tribunal  fully  to  consider  the  mer- 
its of  the  claim,  I  have  no  doubt  but  a  respect  for 
the  character  of  the  State  will  induce  the  Legislature 
to  make  such  provision  b}^  law  as  will  enable  our  ju- 
dicial tribunals  to  do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  the 
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citizens  of  a  sister  state,  when  tliey  seek  redress  be- 
fore them,  whether  they  appear  in  a  corporate  or  in- 
dividual capacity.  A  high  reward  for  that  amity  and 
good  feeling  which  ever  ought  to  characterize  and  dis- 
tinguish each  of  the  States,  and  which  Pennsylvania 
has  always  been  proud  to  manifest,  I  presume  will  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  afford  that  prompt  and  full 
redress  for  any  supposed  grievance  which  justice  de- 
mands. 

1  have  also  transmitted  the  printed  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky,  referred  to  in  the  resolutions,  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

DAYID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  March  11,  1842. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


I 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Almon  H.  Read  as 
a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thoritv  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Pennsylvania,  ss: 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
DAVID  R.  PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  To  Ira  H. 
Stevens,    Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bradford,    Esq.,    Sends   Greeting: 

Whereas,  a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Davis  Dimock,  Esquire,  elected  a  member  of  the  27th  Congress 
from  the  17th  Congressional  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter  and  McKean;  Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  in  such  case  made  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,    and  of  the  act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the  2d  of  July,   1839,   I, 
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A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  seven- 
teenth Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Susquehanna,  Bradford,  Ti- 
oga, Potter  and  McKean,  on  Tuesday  the  first  day  of 
March  instant,  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  the  2d  day  of  July,  1839,  it 
appears  that  Almon  A.  Read,  was  duly  elected  to 
serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  27th  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Davis  Dimock,  Esquire. 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  42d  section  of  the  act 
before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  election  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  declare  by 
proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected; 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  proclamation,  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Almon  H. 
Read  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  before 
mentioned,  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the 
House   of   Representatives   in   the   Congress   of   the 

David  R.  Porter,  beirg-  vested  with  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  have  issued  this  writ  hereby  commandinp:  you  the  said  Ira  H. 
Stevens  to  hold  an  election  in  the  said  county  of  Bradford  on  Tuesday  the 
first  day  of  March  next  for  choosing  a  Representative  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy 
which  has  happened  as  aforesaid:  and  you  are  hereby  required  and  en- 
joined to  hold  and  conduct  the  said  election  -and  make  a  return  thereof  in 
the  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed  and  required. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg, 
this  17th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-sixth. 

By  the  Governor: 

PRS.  R.   SKUNK,        iT"^': 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Similar  writs  to  the  above  were  issued  and  forwarded  18  January,  1842, 
to  Curtis  Parkhurst,  Sheriff  of  Tioga  County,  Walter  Fallet,  Sheriff  of 
Susquehanna  County,  Miles  Thompson.  Sheriff  of  Potter  County,  and  Nel- 
son Richmond,    Sheriff  of  McKean  County. 
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United  States  in  the  room  of  Davis  Dimock,  deceased, 
who  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  eleventh  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-sixth. 
By  the  Governor, 

Fra.  R.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Abraham  S.  Wilson  to 
be  President  Judge  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  23, 1842. 
Gentlemen: 

1HPJKEBY  NOMINATE  ABRAHAM  S.  WILSON 
to  be  President  Judge  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial 
District,  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Huntingdon,  Mifflin  and  Union,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  May  next. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Jeremiah  S.  Black  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Sixteenth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  24,  1842. 
Gentlemen: 

[NOMINATE    JEREMIAH    S.    BLACK    TO    BE 
President  Judge  of  the  sixteenth  judicial  district, 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Franklin,  Bedford  and 
Somerset. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


894  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

To  the  Assembly  with  regard  to  a  Pilotage  Clia.ge 
in  its  Action  upon  New  Jersey  Shippiiig. 

Gentlemen: 

1HAVE   THE   HONOK  OF   TRANSMITTING  TO 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  enclosing  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation 
to  the  charge  of  pilotage  under  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
of  this  State. 

I  have  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  report  of  that  committee,  from  which  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  charge  of  half  pilotage  operates  severely 
upon  a  large  portion  of  the  coasting  trade  of  New  Jer- 
sey, whose  boats  navigate  the  river  Delaware,  and 
are  engaged  in  this  trade. 

It  -also  appears  from  said  report,  that  many  of  the 
citizens  of  New  Jersev  have  altered  the  manner  of 
constructing  their  boats,  which  the  law  of  the  29th 
March,  1803,  was  designed  to  regulate. 

I  therefore  respectfully  submit  this  subject  to  your 
consideration,  not  doubting  that  it  will  be  fully  in- 
vestigated, and  if  it  is  found  that  any  municipal  regu- 
lation of  this  Commonwealth  is  operating  unjustly, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  people  of  another  State,  a  de- 
sire to  promote  that  harmony  and  good  feeling  among 
our  sister  states,  which  is  essential  to  a  well  regulated 
general  government,  I  presume,  will  induce  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  such  alteration  in  our  laws,  as  will  pro 
mote  equal  justice. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  March  25,  1842. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Thomas  M.  T.  Mc- 
Kennan  as  a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
United  States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter.  • 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of   the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  duly 
made  by  the  judges  of  a  spe- 
cial election  held  in  the  twen- 
ity-first  Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth,  com- 
posed of  the  County  of  Washington,  on  Friday  the 
twentieth  day  of  of  May  instant,  under  the  authority 
of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  2d  day 
of  July,  A.  D.  1S89,  it  appears  that  Thomas  M.  T.  Mc- 
Kennan  was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  Representative 
of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oecasioned  by 
the  death  of  Joseph  Lawrence,  Esq. 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Washington,   April  20th,   1842. 
His  Excellency 

David  R.  Porter, 
Sir: 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  Washington  County  without  distinction  of 
party,  having  learned  that  a  vacancy  has  occurred  in  this  Congressional 
district  by  the  death  of  Hon.  Joseph  Lawrence,  would  respectfully  request 
your  Excellency  to  defer  the  period  of  filling  the  vacancy  until  the  next 
general  election. 

We  feel  assured  the  postponement  of  said  election  owing  to  the  embar- 
rassed state  of  our  County  finances  arising  out  of  our  County  improvements 
and  other  causes,  would  meet  with  very  general  approbation,  and  should 
your  Excellency  deem  it  necessary,  a  decided  expression  of  public  sentiment 
Excellency  deem  it  necessary,  a  decided  expression  of  public  sentiment 
to    that    effect    could    readily   be    obtained.    Entertaining    the   opinion    that 
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And  Whereas,  in  and  by  the  fifty-second  section  of 
the  act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  elec- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  de- 
clare by  proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected, 

is  ow  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Thomas  M. 


the    Executive    has    the 

venient  time,   under  the 

special  election  be  held 

W.  Waugh, 

W.   McKennan, 

Emmor   B.   Marsh, 

John   Harter, 

Wm.  Hays, 

Wm.  Workman, 

Sam.   Cunningham, 

E.  J.  Morgan, 

John  N.   Dagg, 

Alex.  Reed, 

Geo.   Manty, 

John  Morrow, 

James  Langly, 

David  Blakely, 

John  Wilson, 


discretion,    and    is    the    proper  judge   of   the    con- 
terms  of  the  law,   we  respectfully  request  that  no 
until  the  next  general  election. 


James   Ruple, 
John  Wilson, 
C.  C.  Kline, 
Geo.  Morrison, 
Jas.  Watson. 
A.  W.  Acheson, 
James  Brown, 
v.  N.  Grayson, 
Tho.  Good, 
C.  M.   Reed, 
Joseph  Hattam, 
Henry  Taylor, 
Robert  Milligan, 
James  Smith, 
Thomas  McGiffen, 
John  Grayson,   Junr. 


John  S.  Brady, 

Th.  M.  T.   McKennan, 

John  Grayson, 

Sam.    McParland, 

Wm.  Hopkins, 

W.  H.   Ewing, 

James  Grier, 

Isaac  Leet, 

George  W.  Brice, 

Samuel  Fleek, 

Martin  Eby, 

Jas.  Reed, 

Alfred  Gait, 

Saml.   Hazlltt, 

James  Briggs, 


Pennsylvania,   ss. 

(Signed)    D.  R.  Porter. 

In    the   Name   and   by  the   Authority  of   the  Commonwealth   of 
(SEAL.)    Pennsylvania,    DAVID  R.   PORTER,    Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, 

To  Sheshbazzer  Bentley,   Junr.  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Washington,   Es- 
quire. 
Sends  Greeting: 

Whereas  a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Joseph  Lawrence,  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-seventh  Con- 
gress from  the  twenty-first  Congressional  district,  composed  of  the  County 
of  Washington. 

Now  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  provision  in  such  case  made  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
passed  the  2d  July,  1839,  I  David  R.  Porter,  being  vested  wtih  Executive 
authority  of  the'  State  of  Pennsylvania,  have  issued  this  writ  hereby 
commanding  you  the  said  Sheshbazzer  Bentley,  Junr.  to  hold  an  election 
in  the  said  County  of  Washington,  on  Friday  the  twentieth  day  of  May 
next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  for  choosing  a  representative  of  this  Com- 
monwealth in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  which  has  happened  as  aforesaid:  and  you  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined  to  hold  and  conduct  the  said  election,  and  make  a 
return  thereof  in  the  manner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed  and  required. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Harrisburg,  this 
twenty-third  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  two  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-sixth. 

By  the  Governor: 

EDWARD  W.  HUTTER, 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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T.  McKennan  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  dis- 
trict before  mentioned,  as  a  representative  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  room  of  Joseph 
Lawrence,  deceased,  who  had  been  elected  a  member 
thereof. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
sixth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Frs.  K.  Shunk, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  James  Campbell  to  be 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Philadelphia  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  29,  1842. 

Gentlemen: 

1   HEREBY  NOMINATE  JAMES  CAMPBELL  TO 
be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Philadelphia  county,  in  the  room  of  Arch- 
ibald Randall,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Virgil  Grenell  to  be  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Wayne  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 

April  4th,  1842. 
Gentlemen: 

I  NOMINATE  VIRGIL  GRENELL,  OF  WAYNE 
county,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  said  county. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gen1?lemen: 

1  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  TO  YOU  A  COMMUNI- 
cation  from  the  State  Treasurer,  this  day  made 
to  me,  in  relation  to  his  intercourse  with  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  selection  of  assignees 
under  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  29th  March 
last,  authorizing  an  assignment  to  be  made  by  said 
bank.  From  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  report  of  his 
proceedings,  it  appears  that  those  who  represent  the 
stockholders  are  unwilling-  that  the  Commonwealth 
should  take  that  part  in  the  selection  of  assignees 
which,  by  that  Act,  was  contemplated,  and  that  al- 
though she  owns  three-fifths  of  the  stock,  yet  her  voice 
is-  to  be  silenced  in  giving  the  least  direction  relative 
to  the  final  termination  of  its  affairs.  By  the  first 
section  of  said  Act  it  is  provided  that  the  State  shall 
have  the  same  vote  as  though  her  stock  was  held  by 
''individuals,''  as  I  understand  it  by  different  and  dis- 
tinct persons.     Now,  the  stockholders  object  to  her 
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having  a  higher  vote  than  though  the  whole  three- 
tifths  of  the  stock  was  held  by  one  person  alone;  a 
construction  that  could  not  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  Legislature,  and  certi^inly  was  never  thought 
of  by  the  Executive  when  he  gave  his  assent  to  the  law. 
It  has  been  my  desire  on  all  occasions  to  secure  the 
interests  of  the  State  in  its  extended  connexion  with 
this  institution.  It  has  recently  failed,  largely  in- 
debted to  the  Commonwealth,  and  a  large  sum  of 
money  has  been  invested  by  the  State  in  the  stock  of 
that  bank,  and  surely  its  affairs  ought  to  be  closed 
so  as  to  occasion  as  but  little  loss  as  possible  to  the 
State.  The  facts  are  before  you  relative  to  its  pre- 
vious conduct,  and  the  course  pursued  by  the  officers 
of  the  bank  on  this  occasion,  and  the  Legislature  can 
well  judge  of  the  Act  they  have  so  recently  passed. 
In  my  opinion,  if  the  stock  which  the  State  owns  in 
the  bank  is  not  to  have  a  fair  and  equal  representa- 
tion— if  the  State  Treasurer  cannot  be  permitted  to 
represent  the  interest  of  the  people  in  winding  up  its 
affairs  in  pursuance  of  direct  Legislative  authority, 
I  would  recommend  the  immediate  passage  of  a  law 
repealing  the  Act  of  29th  March  last,  and  all  special 
legislation  in  the  matter,  and  let  that  bank  close  its 
concerns  under  the  general  law  of  the  State,  which  has 
recently  been  passed  regulating  the  assignments  of 
banks  that  have  failed  and  which  go  into  liquidation. 
In  my  opinion  the  course  pursued  by  the  State  Trea- 
surer was  correct,  and  that  he  has  conducted  with 
great  propriety  the  transactions  with  that  bank  on 
this  as  well  as  former  occasions.  I  am  aware  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  are  desirous  soon  to  return 
to  their  homes,  yet  this  is  a  subject  in  which  your  con- 
stituents have  so  deep  an  interest,  I  trust  it  will  re- 
ceive your  special  attention  even  at  this  late  hour  be- 
fore you  finally  adjourn. 

I>AVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  4,  1842. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concernmg  a  Certain  Alleged  Con- 
spiracy to  Procure  Corrupt  Legislation  During  the 
Session  of  the  Legislature  of  1840. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  JUST  LEARNED  THAT  CIROUM- 
Sftances  exist  in  regard  to  the  examination  of 
George  Handy,  as  a  witness  before  the  committee 
of  investigation,  which  have  induced  me  to  adopt  a 
step  that  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  legisla- 
ture. 

1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  certain  letters 
are  in  the  hands  of  persons  amenable  to  the  process  of 
the  law,  which  will  prove  or  tend  to  prove  the  fact  of 
a  conspiracy  to  procure  corrupt  legislation  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature  of  1840,  against  certain  in- 
dividuals therein  named  or  addressed.  These  letters 
contain,  as  I  am  assured,  unjust,  unwarrantable  and 
false  references  to  the  Executive,  of  a  nature  so  gross 
and  wicked  as  to  call  for  an  immediate  and  rigorous 
prosecution  of  all  iDarties  concerned,  so  that  if  the 
charges  or  insinuations  be  true,  the  Executive  may  be 
duly  punished,  or  if  false,  that  those  who  have  made 
or  insinuated  them  may  be  exposed  to  the  judgment  of 
the  law,  and  to  public  condemnation. 

The  resolution  which  recently  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  29th  ult.,  entitled  "A  resolution  directing 
a  nolle  prosequi  to  be  entered  in  certain  criminal  pros- 
ecutions against  George  Handy,"  might  be  supposed 
to  exempt  him  from  punishment;  but  that  resolution 
is  subject  to  a  condition  which  the  said  George  Handy 
may  or  may  not  have  fully  complied  with.  If  he  has, 
he  can  plead  and  show  it;  if  not,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
protection.  At  all  events,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty 
to  direct  criminal  proceedings  to  be  instituted  against 
him,  and  those  Implicated  with  him,  and  accordingly 
the  Attorney  General  will  pursue  such  course  on  the 
subject  as  will  speedily  bring  the  offenders,  if  any, 
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to  justice.  I  take  occasion  to  recommend  that  the 
original  letters  and  all  vouchers  in  the  possession  of 
any  committee  or  of  either  Houses  of  the  Legislatui'e, 
be  carefully  preserved,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  evi- 
dence in  the  trial. 

I  have  acted  promptly  on  this  subject,  because  I 
think  public  justice — the  purity  of  public  morals — 
and  every  consideration  of  public  duty  requires  of 
me  this  course  of  proceeding.  I  am  resolved,  so  far 
as  depends  on  me,  that  this  most  extraordinary  matter 
be  probed  to  the  bottom,  and  that  every  man  who  has 
been  guilty  of  violating  the  laws  in  this  transaction, 
shall  be  dragged  to  the  bar  of  public  justice.  The  in- 
tegrity of  those  who  are  in  any  wise  concerned  in  the 
enactment  of  our  laws,  should  not  only  be  spotless,  but 
above  suspicion  and  reproach — and  he  must  be  a  faith- 
less or  an  unworthy  servant  of  the  people  who  shrinks 
from  or  batHes  the  most  thorough  and  searching  in- 
quiry, I  am  ready  and  determined  to  meet  this  in  the 
most  rigid  manner,  and  I  have  put  it  in  a  train  of  in- 
investigation  that  cannot  fail  to  develop  the  whole 
truth. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  April  4,  1842. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Enable  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  Regulate 
the  Travel  on  the  Railroad  in  Broad,  High,  Third 
and  Dock  Streets  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
for  Other  Purposes." 

Gentlemen: 

1   HEREWITH  RETURN,  WITHOUT  MY  APPRO- 
bation,  the  bill  entitled  ^'An  Act  to  enable  the 
Mayor,   Aldermen  and   citizens   of  Philadelphia, 
to  regulate  the  travel  on  the  railroad  in  Broad,  High, 
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Third  and  Dock  streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  will  briefly  state  my  ob- 
jections. They  are  confined  mainly  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion, which  is  in  the  following  words: 

Sect.  6.  That  a  certain  lot  of  ground  situate  on  the 
south  side  of  Lombard  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
streets  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  containing  in  front 
east  and  west  on  said  Lombard  street  from  Tenth  to 
Eleventh  street,  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet,  and 
in  depth  north  and  south  on  said  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
streets  seventy-eighth  feet,  bounded  northward  by 
Lombard  street  aforesaid,  eastward  by  Tenth  street, 
southward  by  ground  now  or  lately  ow^ned  by  Baron 
Hurst  and  company,  and  westward  by  Eleventh  street, 
which  was  granted  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  by  patent  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  bearing  date  the  thirteenth 
December,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  fee  simple, 
freed  and  discharged  from  the  use  mentioned  in  the 
said  patent." 

The  use  mentioned  in  said  section,  appears  from  in- 
spection of  the  patent  therein  referred  to,  a  copy  of 
which  accompanies  this  communication.  The  lot  of 
ground  in  question,  together  with  several  others,  was 
by  the  patent  conveyed  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  trust  for  ^'public  use  as  a 
burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  deceased  strangers, 
and  such  other  i)ersons  who  may  not  be  in  communion 
with  any  religious  society  at  the  time  of  their  decease." 

This  lot  has  been  upwards  of  fifty  years  in  posses- 
sion of  the  grantees,  without  being  devoted  to  the  ben- 
evolent purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  it  is 
now  proposed  by  this  bill  to  vest  it  absolutely  in  said 
grantees,  freed  and  discharged  of  the  trust  for  which 
it  is  held. 
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It  is  now  of  very  considerable  value,  and  not  having 
been  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  object  of  the  grant, 
it  clearly  and  justly  belongs  to  the  Commonwealth. 
The  city  of  Philadelphia  has  thus  far  enjoyed  all  the 
advantage  of  its  use. 

The  multiplied  and  increasing  population  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  necessary  augmentation  of  business, 
as  well  as  the  influx  of  strangers,  all  render  the  pro- 
priety and  sound  policy  of  reserving  this  property  for 
the  original  use,  clearly  manifest.  I  think  it  would 
be  equally  injudicious  and  unjust,  to  apply  this  prop- 
erty to  other  purposes. 

I  do  not,  by  any  means,  wish  to  be  understood  as 
insisting  that  this  particular  lot  of  ground  ought  to 
be  especially  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  a  burial 
ground.  Perhaps,  considering  the  extension  and  im- 
provement of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  select  for  the  purposes  of  the  original  grant, 
some  other  situation.  In  such  case  a  remedy  for  the 
inconvenience  can  be  readily  found.  Another  lot 
could  be  procured  at  a  much  less  price.  This  lot  might 
be  sold  and  the  balance  of  the  proceeds,  which  would 
doubtless  be  considerable,  paid  into  the  State  Trea- 
sury, or  applied  to  such  other  uses  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable.  At  all  events  I  can  see  no  good  reason 
why  this  property  should  be  transferred  absolutely  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  without  any  equitable  claim, 
or' equivalent  of  any  description.  I  have,  therefore, 
felt  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty  to  arrest,  as  far  as 
depends  on  the  Executive,  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  June  10,  1842. 
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To  the  Assembly  Urging  Legislation  in  Behalf  of 

the  Public  Creditors. 

Gieutlemen: 

1  CANNOT  RECONCILE  IT  TO  MY  SENSE  OF 
duty  to  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  re- 
newing, in  the  most  earnest  manner,  the  appeal 
already  made  to  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  public 
creditors,  and  especially  of  those  who  have  labored  on 
our  improvements  and  furnished  materials  for  their 
repair  and  construction.  Prostrated  as  the  public  credit 
in  a  great  degree  is,  and  overwhelmed  as  the  business, 
energies  and  enterprize  of  the  community  are,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly an  unpropitious  time  to  impose  additional 
burthens  on  the  people,  and  is  an  ungracious  duty  to 
recommend  or  to  sanction  it.  But  the  alternative  ad- 
mits of  no  qualification.  We  must  act  in  conformity 
to  the  dictates  of  stern  and  unwelcome  duty  on  the  one 
hand,  or  disregard  and  set  them  at  naught  on  the 
other.  We  must  seek  and  desire  the  commendation 
of  the  honest  and  honorable,  or  we  must  earn  and  bear 
their  contempt  and  derision.  If  we  falter  in  this  di- 
lemma, we  cannot  escape  one  or  the  other  of  these 
judgments  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I  do  hope  and 
trust  you  Avill  make  adequate  provision  for  all  the 
public  creditors — either  by  increased  taxation,  or  some 
other  available  means.  The  burthen  may  be  onerous, 
but  it  can  only  be  temporary.  With  the  resources, 
vigor  and  enterprize  of  Pennsylvania,  the  present  pe- 
cuniary embarrassment  can  only  be  of  short  duration. 
Let  us  then  struggle  manfully  against  it,  in  the  hope 
of  speedy  relief. 

The  burthens  borne  in  behalf  of  the  State  are  light 
in  comparison  to  those  imposed  for  county,  township, 
borough  and  other  purposes.  All  the  taxes  paid  by 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  for  all  purposes  amount 
per  annum  to  the  sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained.     Of  this  vast  sum  only 
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seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  levied  and  paid 
for  the  use  of  the  State.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that 
whatever  may  be  the  gross  amount  of  taxes  paid  by 
the  community,  but  a  small  portion  is  applied  to  the 
uses  of  the  State  Treasury,  and  on  this  score 
there  is  but  little  just  ground  to  complain. 
Three  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  value  of  the  real 
and  personal  property  in  Pennsylvania,  assessed 
as  it  necessarily  is  far  below  its  value,  amounts 
to  upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars;  a  sum 
suthcient  to  pay  off  our  public  debt  and  leave  a  sur- 
plus of  five  or  six  millions  in  the  Treasury.  And 
yet,  such  is  the  general  apathy  or  aversion  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  a  subject  of  this  kind,  that  there 
are  some  to  be  found  who  seem  at  times  almost  dis- 
liosed  to  doubt  the  ability  of  Pennsylvania  to  pay  her 
debts. 

I  can  scarcely  find  language  strong  enough  to  con- 
vey to  you  in  a  suitable  manner,  my  ideas  of  the  im- 
portance of  a  faithful  adherence  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  to  its  solemn  engagements.  I  have  dwelt  on 
this  subject  in  my  communications  to  every  Legisla- 
ture that  has  assembled  since  the  duties  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive have  been  entrusted  to  my  care.  Allow  me, 
.therefore,  most  respectfully  to  ask  your  attention  to 
my  annual  message  on  this  subject. 

So  far  as  respects  what  are  usually  denominated  the 
^'Domestic  Creditors,'^  I  sought  in  my  annual  message 
at  your  assembling,  to  place  their  claims  on  the  true 
grounds.  I  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  word  agafnst 
the  justice  of  their  demands,  or  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  their  case.  They  are  our  own  citizens,  who 
on  the  faith  of  the  public,  have  devoted  their  money, 
their  means,  the  sw^eat  of  their  brows,  to  the  public 
service,  and  have  thus  far  been  denied  recompense. 
Nay,  some  of  them  have  expended  the  last  dollar  they 
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can  command — have  contracted  large  debts  to  enable 
them  to  prosecute  their  work — have  just  demands  on 
the  State  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  their  liabilities, 
and  to  supply  them  with  the  means  of  recommencing 
business  for  their  support,  and  yet  are  compelled  to 
see  the  whole  of  their  property  under  execution,  and 
be  themselves  dragged  to  the  very  door  of  the  jail.  Is 
not  this  crying  injustice?  Is  it  not  a  disgrace  to  the 
State  that  thus  beggars  its  own  citizens,  and  then 
suffers  them  to  be  sacrificed  for  debts  contracted  on 
behalf  of  the  State  itself?  How  can  any  honest  man 
who  has  the  power  to  correct  such  evils,  stand  by  and 
witness  this  state  of  things,  without  the  blush  of 
shame  on  his  face?  For  myself,  I  should  feel  ill  at 
ease  if  I  left  untried  a  single  expedient  to  afford  re- 
lief. 

I  can  add  little  to  the  details  of  my  former  recom- 
mendations, or  to  the  means  of  discharging  these 
debts.  It  is  for  the  Legislature  now  to  act  upon  them. 
I  will  however  suggest,  that  the  State  possesses  a 
fund  which  might  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  these 
debts,  if  other  resoxirces  fail;  and  although  it  may  not 
be  at  present  available,  it  may  ultimately  become  so, 
at  least  to  a  considerable  extent.  I  refer  to  the  stock 
held  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Philadelphia  Bank,  and  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  Bank. 

For  these  stocks  the  State  paid  |2,108,700.  What 
thf^^  may  ultimately  be  worth,  I  know  not.  My  opin- 
ion of  this  investment  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Legislature  time  and  again,  and  it  would  be  useless 
to  reiterate  it  now.  But  I  must  be  allowed,  before 
closing  the  subject,  to  express  my  opinion,  formed  on 
the  most  thorough  conviction,  that  unless  the  interest 
of  individuals  be  enlisted  in  this  matter,  the  State  will 
never  realize  a  dollar  from  it.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  it  would  be  advisable  to  transfer  these  stocks 
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to  trustees,  or  make  some  other  disposition  of  tliem  to 
supply  the  claims  of  the  domestic  cr^fditors.  If  any- 
thing better  can  be  done,  it  will  afford  me'  great  plea- 
sure to  co-operate  with  you;  but  if  not,  the  provision 
suggested  might  possibly  save  a  remnant  which  might 
be  applied  to  the  debts  long  due  to  a  class  of  just  and 
meritorious  creditors,  who  are  most  assuredly  entitled 
at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  speediest  relief 
which  its  wisdom  can  devise,  and  the  means  of  the 
Commonwealth  will  possibly  afford. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  June  10th,  1842. 


To  the  Senate  Concerning  a  Loan  for  the  Use  of 

Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  13,  1842. 
Gentlemen: 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  YOUR  RESOLUTION 
of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  me  ^^to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  whether  any  additional  subscrip- 
tions have  been  made  since  the  sixth  of  January  last 
by  the  Banks  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  stock  au- 
thorized by  the  Act  to  provide  revenue,  &c.,  passed 
4:th  May,  1841,  and,  if  any  such  subscriptions  have 
been  made,  to  communicate  the  names  of  the  Banks 
that  have  subscribed  for  the  same,  and  the  amounts 
of  such  respective  subscriptions,"  I  now  inform  you, 
that  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1842,  the  Middletown 
Bank  filed  with  me  a  proposition  to  subscribe  for  an 
additional  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  under  said 
act,  which  proposition  was  accepted  by  me — and  on 

the  19th  day  of  May,  1842,  the  Lewistown  Bank  filed 
t 
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with  me  a  proposition  to  subscribe  the  additional  sum 
of  twenty-five  tiiousand  dollars  to  the  stock  created 
by  said  Act,  which  I  also  accepted. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Renominating  Virgil  Grenell  to  be  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Wayne  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  17th,  1842. 
Gentleman : 

ON  THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF  APRIL  LAST,  I  COM- 
municated  to  your  body  the  nomination  of  Vir- 
gil Grenell  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Wayne.  The  Senate  having  adjourned 
without  acting  on  the  nomination,  I  commissioned 
him  under  the  Constitution  to  said  office,  on  the  25th 
day  of  April  last,  the  commission  "to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  (then)  next  session."  I  did  so  in  view  of  an 
approaching  session  of  Court  in  that  county,  and  be- 
cause such  course  was  deemed  indispensable  to  a  due 
administration  of  justice.  I,  therefore,  hereby  again 
nominate  to  the  Senate  the  said  Virgil  Grenell  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  in  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Wayne. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Carothers  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Cornmon  Pleas  for 
Beaver  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  June  25,  1842. 
Gentlemen: 
HEREBY  NOMINATE  JOHN  CAROTHERS  TO 
be  an  Associate  Judge,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Beaver. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


I 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Repeal  the 
Act,  Entitled  'An  Act  to  Enable  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  Make  an  Assignment  for  the  Payment 
of  its  Debts,  and  for  Other  Purposes.'  " 

Gentlemen : 

I  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN  WHICH  IT  ORIG- 
inated,  the  bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  repeal  the  act 
entitled  ^4.n  Act  to  enable  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  make  an  assignment  for  the  payment  of  its 
debts,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two,"  which  has  this  day  been  presented  to  me.  There 
are  various  objections  to  the  proposed  repeal  of  that 
law,  but  at  present  I  have  time  only  to  give  a  few  of 
the  reasons  for  withholding  my  approval  from  the 
bill  herewith  returned. 

On  the  29th  of  March  last,  an  act  was  passed,  on 
the  petition  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  authorizing 
it  to  make  an  assignment,  giving  to  the  trustees  ex- 
traordinary powers,  and  saving  the  said  bank  its  char- 
tered privileges.  When  the  subject  was  before  the 
legislature  it  was  deemed  important  to  the  interests 
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of  the  Commonwealth  to  provide  that  the  State  Trea- 
surer should  represent  her  in  the  selection  of  said 
trustees,  in  order,  if  i)ossible,  to  save  something  for 
the  State  out  of  the  large  amount  of  stock  she  holds 
in  that  institution,  and  I  believe  every  effort  was  made 
by  that  officer  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature as  expressed  in  the  law.  But  in  this  he  was 
thwarted  by  those  who  have  the  control  of  the  bank. 

When  the  law  was  passed  which  this  bill  Intended 
to  repeal,  it  was  provided  that  ''before  any  assignment 
should  be  made  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
the  bank  should  by  an  assignment  deliver  up  and 
transfer  to  the  State  Treasurer  such  bonds,  notes, 
bills  receivable,  or  such  other  evidences  of  debt  as  he 
should  approve,  in  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  amount 
said  bank  was  indebted  to  the  Commonwealth  for  any 
money  that  had  been  deposited  in  the  bank  by  the 
State  Treasurer.'' 

This  institution  was  at  that  time  perfectly  willing 
to  accept  the  law,  and  by  making  an  assignment  under 
it,  the  State  was  made  a  preferred  creditor  to  the 
amount  due  from  said  bank  for  money  which  had  been 
deposited  to  pay  the  interest  due  in  February  last,  and 
which  that  bank^  in  violation  of  the  most  solemn  and 
binding  obligation,  refused  to  pay  at  the  time.  And 
if  the  Bank  of  I'ennsylvania  is  to  make  an  assign- 
ment, why  the  State  should  be  deprived  of  that  se- 
curity and  preference  given  to  her  under  the  law  now 
attempted  to  be  repealed,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to 
imagine.  Surely  the  Commonwealth  is  not  -so  vast  in 
her  immediate  resources  that  she  can  well  afford  to 
lose  this  claim.  But  this  bill  does  not  simply  stop  at 
repealing  the  law,  but  makes  a  further  provision  which 
requires  the  Commonwealth  to  take  State  stock,  in 
payment  of  this  large  sum  now  immediately  due,  for 
money  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe-keeping;  and 
the  effects  of  this  repealing  law  would  be  further  felt 
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as  it  releases  the  security  which  the  Commonwealth 
now  holds,  by  an  injunction  issued  by  the  Supreme 
court  in  February  last,  to  secure  her  claim  for  this 
deposite. 

I  cannot  give  my  sanction  to  a  law  which  will  de- 
prive the  State  of  any  security  which  she  now  holds 
for  the  payment  of  a  debt  which  is  so  justly  due,  and 
which  has  been  so  wrongfully  withheld  by  this  cor- 
poration. 1  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  State 
should  be  compelled  to  receive  in  payment  State  stock 
which  is  not  redeemable  by  the  Commonwealth  for 
manv  vears,  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt  due  at  this  time — 
a  debt  which  those  who  owe  it  are  bound  by  the  most 
solemn  obligations  to  pay  without  delay;  and  par- 
ticularly at  this  time,  when  so  many  meritorious  cred- 
itors are  knocking  at  the  door  of  an  empty  treasury. 
Would  not  other  holders  of  state  stock  have  just 
cause  for  complaint,  if  the  fund  appropriated  by  prior 
laws  to  pay  their  interest,  be  taken  and  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  stock  which  has  many  years  to  run? 
Would  not  such  measure  be  calculated  still  further  to 
depreciate  our  State  stock,  and  seriously  to  injure  the 
credit  and  honor  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  in  my 
oj)inion  wrong  and  manifestly  unjust. 

If  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  desires  to  make  an  as- 
signment she  can  do  it  under  the  laws  now  in  force.  I 
cannot  therefore  give  the  Executive  approbation  to  a 
law  which  is  fraught  with  so  much  injustice  to  our 
constituents  and  the  creditors  of  the  State  generally. 
Instead  of  repealing  that  law,  I  cannot  see  any  rea- 
son why  there  should  not  be  a  provision  made  that  in 
the  selection  of  trustees  the  State  and  the  stockhold- 
ers should  be  fully  represented  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  shares  held  by  each. 

There  may  be  well  founded  objections  against  such 
a  representation  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank;   but  where  by  the 
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management  of  those  who  have  up  to  this  time  had 
exclusive  direction  of  its  affairs,  the  funds  of  the  in- 
stitution have  been  squandered,  and  all  claim  to  pub- 
lic confidence  forfeited,  can  there  be  any  thing  wrong 
in  asking  that  in  the  winding  up  of  its  affairs  and  dis- 
tribution of  its  assets,  every  interest  should  be  repre- 
sented according  to  the  stake  held  by  each? 

Three-fifthsi  of  its  stock  is  held  by  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  remaining  two-fifths  by  individuals. 
I  therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  selection  of  trustees  in  that  manner,  to  wit: 
two  by  the  stockholders  and  three  by  the  State.  That 
such  a  provision  is  imperiously  demanded  by  the  in- 
terests of  the  State,  it  seems  to  me  no  reasonable 
doubt  can  be  entertained. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  July  23,  1842. 


Proclamation  of  Reward  for  the  Apprehension  of 
Incendiaries  who  have  Set  Fire  to  Certain  Reading 
Railway  Bridges. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 
[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO     THE   PROCLAMATION. 

Phllada.,  Sept.  28,  1842. 
To  his  Excellency, 

David  R.  Porter, 
Resp'd  Sir: 

When  you  were  In  our  City  on  your  way  to  the  Easton  Encampments  you 
promised  you  would  issue  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  to  discover  the 
Incendiaries  who  sett  fire  to  the  Reading  Railroad  Bridge. 

We  have  not  yet  seen  the  proclamation.  Last  night  they  burned  down 
another  bridge  belonging  to  the  Reading  Company. 

Feeling  great  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  our  remaining  bridges  unless 
the  Incendiaries  are   promptly  brought  to  Justice,    and  satisfied  that  your 
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A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  au- 
thentic information  that  some 
malicious  and  evil-disposed 
person  or  persons  have  v^ithin 
the  past  month  communicated 
fire  to  some  of  the  bridges  erected  and  ow^ned  bj  the 
Reading-  Railroad  Company  on  their  road  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Philadelphia  and  Montgomery,  two  of  which 
have  been  totallv  destroved,  and  whereas  I  have  been 
also  apprised  that  efforts  made  by  police  officers  and 
others^  to  arrest  the  incendiarv  or  incendiaries  and 
bring  them  to  punishment,  have  hitherto  proved  un- 
availing. 

And  whereas,  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society, 
and  the  security  of  private  and  public  property  im- 
peratively demand  that  no  efforts  should  be  spared 
to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  these  heinous  offences  to 
speedy  and  condign  punishment,  I  have,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  issue  this  my  proclamation  hereby 
offering  a  suitable  and  reasonable  reward  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  discover  and  apprehend  each 
or  either  of  said  incendiaries,  and  lodge  each  or  either 
of  them  in  the  jail  of  anj  county  of  this  Common- 
wealth,— to  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of  the  perpe- 
trator or  perpetrators  of  the  offences  above  stated, 
and  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Consta- 
bles and  other  officers  within  this  Commonwealth  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  be  attentive  and  vigi- 
lant in  inquiring  after  and  bringing  to  justice  by  their 
aid  and  Assistance,  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators 
of  the  crimes  aforesaid. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

Excellency's  proclamation  would  do  more  than  all  our  efforts,  we  beg  the 
favor  that  you  will  now  issue  that  which  was  promised  by  you  when  in 
Philadelphia. 

Yours  with  Great  Respt., 

Geo.  W.  Edwards. 

58— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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State  at  Harrisburg  this  first  day  of  October  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  for- 
ty-two, and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-seventh. 
By  the  Governor, 

A.  Y.  Parsons, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
—1843. 

Pennsylvania  ss.^ 
[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act 
of  the  General  iVssembly  of 
the  Commonwealth,  passed  the 
I  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1839, 
entitled  "An  Act  relating  to 
the  elections  of  this  Commonwealth,"  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of 
the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  declare  by  proclamation  the  names 
of  the  persons  so  returned  as  elected  in  the  respective 
districts.  And  Whereas  the  returns  of  the  General 
election  held  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of  October, 
instant,  in  and  for  the  several  districts  for  members 
to  serve  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Con- 
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gress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  two  years 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  have  been 
received  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  re- 
cited Act,  whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  First  dis- 
trict composed  of  Southwark,  Moyamensing  and  Pass- 
vunk.  and  Cedar  Ward  and  New  Market  wards,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  Edward  Joy  Morris  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Second  district  composed  of  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  except  Cedar  Ward  and  New  Market 
Wards,  Joseph  R.  IngersoU  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Third  district  composed  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
and  Spring  Garden,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
John  T.  Smith  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Fourth 
district  composed  of  Kensington,  North  and  South 
Penn,  Roxborough,  G^rmantown,  Byberry,  Unincor- 
porated Northern  Liberties,  Oxford,  Lower  Dublin, 
Byberry  and  Moreland,  Blockley,  West  Philadelphia 
and  Kiugsessing,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
Charles  J.  IngersoU  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Fifth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Delaware 
and  Montgomery,  elacob  S.  Yost  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Sixth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks 
and  Lehigh,  Michael  H.  Jenks  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Seventh  district  composed  of  the  county  of 
Chester,  Abraham  R.  Mcllvain  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Eighth  district  composed  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, Jeremiah  Brown  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  Ninth  district  composed  of  the  county  of  Berks,* 
John  Ritter  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Tenth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Car- 
bon, Monroe,  Pike  and  W^ayne,  Richard  Brodhead,  Jr., 
has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Eleventh  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Columbia  and  Wy- 
oming, Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Twelfth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Bradford,   Susquehanna  and  Tioga,   Almon  H.  Read 
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has  been  duly  elected.  In  tlie  Thirteenth  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Northumberland, 
Union  and  Clinton,  Henry  Frick  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Fourteenth  district,  composed  of  Dauphin,  Leb- 
anon and  Schuylkill,  Alexander  Ramsey  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Fifteenth  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Adams  and  York,  Henry  Nesi  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Sixteenth  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry  and  Frank- 
lin, James  Black  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Sev- 
enteenth district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Centre, 
Huntingdon,  Juniata  and  Mifflin,  James  Irvin  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Eighteenth  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Greene,  Fayette  and  Somer- 
set, Andrew  Stewart  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Nineteenth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  West- 
moreland, Bedford  and  Cambria,  Henry  D.  Foster  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twentieth  district  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Beaver,  John 
Dickey  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty-first 
district  composed  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  Wil- 
liam Wilkins  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Twenty- 
second  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Venango, 
Mercer  and  Crawford,  Samuel  Hays  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  Twenty-third  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Erie,  Warren,  McKean,  Clarion,  Potter 
and  Jefferson,  Charles  M.  Reed  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  Twenty-fourth  district  composed  of  the  coun 
'ties  of  Butler,  Armstrong,  Indiana  and  Clearfield,  Jo- 
seph Buffington  has  been  duly  elected. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation 
hereby  publishing  and  declaring  that  Edward  Joy  Mor- 
ris, Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  John  T.  Smith,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Jacob  S.  Yost,  Michael  H.  Jenks,  Abraham 
R.  Mcllvain,  Jeremiah  Brown,  John  Ritter,  Richard 
Brodhead,  Jr.,  Benjamin  A.  Bidlack,  Almon  H.  Read, 
Henry  Frick,  Alexander  Ramsey,  Henry  Nes,  James 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  917 

Black,  James  Irvin,  Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  D.  Fos- 
ter, John  Dickey,  William  Wilkins,  Samuel  Hays, 
Charles  M.  Reed,  and  Joseph  BufiQngton  have  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  in  their  several  .Congressional 
Districts  before  mentioned,  as  Representatives  of  the 
People  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  commencing  from  and  after  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1843. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirtieth  day  of  October,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-two,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor,    . 

Chas.  McClure, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1843. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

HAVING,  IN  MY  FORMER  MESSAGES,  EN- 
tered  very  fully  into  the  financial  condition  and 
other  general  interests  of  the  State,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  repeat  the  views  then  submitted  to  the 
legislature,  but  simply  to  refer  to  them,  and  say, 
that  they  remain  in  all  respects  substantially  the  same 
as  heretofore  expressed.  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to 
call  your  attention  to  those  matters  of  public  policy, 
which  seem  to  require,  in  the  greatest  degree,  the  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature.  In  common  with  every 
State  of  the  Union,  and  with  all  parts  of  the  commer- 
cial world,  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  are  now  un- 
dergoing the  severe  ordeal  of  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment. Business  of  all  kinds  is  crippled  and  paralyzed; 
private  and  public  enterprize  has  been  arrested;   the 
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timid  alarmed,  and  even  the  boldest  staggered  at  im- 
pending evils.  But  it  is  some  consolation  for  us  to  re- 
flect, that  these  difficulties  are  the  bitter  fruits,  so 
far  as  Pennsylvania  is  concerned,  of  the  rash  and  im 
politic  legislation  of  a  single  year,  and  that  none  of 
the  responsibility  rests  upon  us. 

For  upwards  of  ten  years  Pennsylvania  had  been 
gradually  improving  her  condition,  and  enjoying  al) 
the  advantages  that  can  arise  from  a  substantial  cur 
rency,  and  the  entire  confidence  of  all  parts  of  the 
world.  At  an  unfortunate  period,  the  banking  cap 
ital,  which  had  been  during  this  flourishing  season, 
about  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  was  increased  to  near 
sixty;  and,  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  consequences, 
many  unwise  and  impolitic  public  improvements  un- 
dertaken— corporations  created  for  purposes  far  be- 
yond their  means  to  accomplish — individuals  contract- 
ed responsibilities  and  entered  into  speculations, 
which  they  were  totally  unable  to  bring  to  a  successful 
close;  and  finally,  to  render  the  catastrophe  more  de- 
structive, the  explosion  of  this  enormous  bank  bubble 
has  crushed  all  these  enterprizes,  public  and  private, 
and  left  in  every  quarter  of  the  State  some  monument 
of  blasted  hope  and  public  folly.  It  will  require  a 
little  time  to  recover  from  the  panic,  and  to  estimate, 
with  precision,  the  extent  of  the  mischief.  It  will 
probably  be  found  far  less  than  has  been  generally 
supposed.  The  vigor  and  industry  of  the  community, 
sustained  as  thev  are  bv  our  immense  natural  re- 
sources,  will  soon  overcome  this  temporary  repulse, 
and  go  on  as  if  it  had  never  happened.  Some  will  be 
unfortunately  ruined,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity will  in  the  end  be  little  affected.  That  portion 
of  the  community  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  is 
comparatively  free  from  debt  and  embarrassment,  and 
possessed  of  all  the  benefits  that  arise  from  favorable 
seasons  and  plentiful  harvests. 
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I  can  myself  see  no  just  ground  for  that  despond- 
ency which  seems  to  pervade,  so  generally,  the  minds 
of  the  people.  The  injury  to  our  credit  abroad,  al- 
though productive  of  much  temporary  inconvenience, 
will  ultimately  be  serviceable  to  the  community.  It 
will  teach  us  to  rely  on  ourselves,  to  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  our  own  resources,  and  to 
obtain  that  by  our  own  labor,  which  we  have  hitherto 
bought  upon  trust.  Whatever  may  be  the  fears  of 
that  portion  of  our  community,  who  are  always  pre- 
dicting ruin,  and  bemoaning  the  effects  of  causes  which 
they  do  not  understand,  time  will  soon  prove  that  the 
resources  of  Pennsylvania,  her  ability  to  meet  all  her 
engagements,  and  the  respect  of  her  citizens  for  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  State,  have  not  been  in  the  slight- 
est degree  shaken,  by  any  of  the  misfortunes  under 
which  we  are  now  suffering.  In  nearly  all  instances, 
these  fears  will  be  found  to  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  croakings  of  unprincipled  demagogues,  who  are 
willing*  to  undervalue  her  means,  and  the  integrity  of 
her  citizens,  if  they  can  thereby  promote  their  own  sel- 
fish ends.  If  there  be  anv  of  our  citizens  who  hon- 
estly  believe  that  Pennsylvania  will  prove  unable  to 
perform  all  her  engagements,  they  win  be  found  nei- 
ther very  deep  reasoners,  nor  very  accurately  ac- 
quainted with  the  abundance  and  nature  of  her  re- 
sources. If  there  be  any  of  her  citizens  who  think 
that  she  will  prove  faithless  and  unwilling  to  dis- 
charge her  obligations,  we  may  safely  say  they  know 
little  of  her  true  character,  and  meet  with  no  encour- 
agement or  favor,  from  any  considerable  portion  of 
the  community.  To  do  what  she  agrees  to  do,  and  to 
pay  what  she  promises  to  pay,  are  two  of  her  distin- 
guishing characteristics;  and  he  who  would  seek  to  in- 
duce her  to  forfeit  either  of  them,  will  find  that  he 
gains  neither  the  confidence  nor  respect  of  her  citi- 
zens, by  the  attempt.  She  may  be  temporarily  obliged 
to  postpone  the  discharge  of  her  engagements,  until 
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a  more  convenient  season;  but  to  deny  the  obliga- 
tion itself,  or  to  refuse  to  comply  with  it,  would  be  a 
reproach  upon  her  integrity,  which  no  public  man  dare 
advise  or  sanction. 

However  great  her  public  debt  may  seem  to  be,  a 
tax  of  a  few  cents  per  ton  upon  her  coal  and  iron, 
which  are  scattered  in  every  hill  and  valley  throughout 
her  borders,  will,  at  some  future  day,  not  only  pay  the 
interest  on  her  public  debt,  but  the  principal  also, 
probably  within  the  lifetime  of  many  of  those  who  are 
now  upon  the  stage  of  public  action.  This  tax  would 
be  paid  in  a  great  measure  by  the  consumers  of  these 
products  in  other  states,  and  would  scarcely  be  felt 
by  her  own  citizens.  Cut  oil*  as  this  country  now  is, 
and  must  continue  to  be,  from  the  European  supply  of 
coal  and  iron,  on  which  it  has  hitherto  chiefly  depend- 
ed, the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  Pennsylvania  will 
supply  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  other  states  of 
this  Union  with  coal,  and  a  majority  of  them  with  iron. 
This  is  a  position  from  which  no  legislation  'and  no 
human  power  can  remove  her.  Her  geographical  po- 
sition, and  the  favorable  relative  locations  of  her  coal 
and  iron  deposits,  put  Pennsylvania  beyond  the  reach 
of  all  rivalry  from  any  quarter.  She  seems  to  have 
been  destined,  by  nature,  to  be  the  great  workshop  of 
the  American  Union;  and,  if  the  citizens  and  her 
Legislature  are  true  to  themselves,  and  will  avoid 
catering  to  the  views  and  interests  of  other  sections, 
regardless  of  her  own,  her  public  debt  will  hereafter 
occasion  but  little  inconvenience;  and  they  will  have 
no  cause  to  regret  the  construction  of  her  public  im- 
provements, which  have  contributed  to  the  develop- 
ment of  these  advantages.  This  is  not  the  language 
of  sanguine  hope,  or  blind  confidence,  but  of  clear- 
sighted, practical  experience,  of  the  truth  of  which 
every  unprejudiced  man  must  be  convinced,  who  will 
carefully  investigate  the  facts  relating  to  her  condi- 
tion. 
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At  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment and  distress  pervading  our  country,  were  far 
greater  than  they  are  now.  We  had  just  emerged 
from  a  protracted,  expensive,  and  harrassing  war.  The 
national  debt  was  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  business  of  all  kinds  was  broken  up; 
confidence  was  entirely  destroyed;  all  classes  of  the 
communitv  were  in  debt ;  our  banks  broken  and  worth- 
less;  public  feeling  weakened  and  shaken  to  a  degree 
infinitely  beyond  what  is  now  known;  and,  worse  than 
all  this,  rankling  political  animosities  against  the  then 
administration  of  the  General  Government  had  cre- 
ated, or  raised  up,  a  powerful,  unscrupulous,  and  vio- 
lent party,  under  the  plausible  name  of  the  "Peace 
Party,"  which  threw  in  the  way  of  the  administration 
every  possible  obstacle,  in  the  triumphant  prosecu- 
tion of  that  war,  or  the  correction  of  the  evils  which 
it  inevitably  entailed  upon  the  country.  But,  not- 
withstanding all  these  formidable  discouragements, 
the  good  sense,  the  enterprise,  and  the  patriotism  of 
the  people,  seconded  those  then  entrusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  who  performed  their 
duty  with  Roman  firmness  and  integrity.  Taxes  were 
recommended,  levied  and  paid,  to  sustain  the  credit 
and  honor  of  the  government — confidence  was  re- 
stored, business  resumed  its  accustomed  channels,  and 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  seasons  in  the  history  of 
our  countrv  succeeded.  That  enormous  debt  was,  in 
the  process  of  time,  entirely  extinguished.  Those  who 
recommended  the  necessarv  measures  to  the  attain- 
ment  of  this  great  end  have  been  rewarded  with  re- 
spect and  gratitude.  The  same  honest  and  fearless 
discharge  -of  duty,  will  be  attended  with  the  same  re- 
sults now.  Our  history  has  never  yet  recorded  a  single 
instance,  in  which  a  public  man,  who  stood  by  the 
honor  of  his  country  in  critical  emergencies,  was  not 
fully  sustained  in  his  efforts  by  his  fellow  citizens. 
He  may  be  traduced  and  villified,  but  a  manly  and 
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faithful  discharge  of  duty  outlives  the  efforts  of  his 
traducers.  The  proudest  monument  that  a  public  man 
can  desire  to  leave  his  children,  is  one  inscribed — he 
knew  his  duty — he  dared  perform  it — he  never  flinched 
from  his  post. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  present  funded  debt  of  the 
State,  exclusive  of  the  deposite  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
is  137,937,788.24.     This  debt  is  reimbursable  as  fol- 
lows: 
Balance  of  loan  per  Act  of 

14th  April,  1838, $15,000  00 

In  the  year  1841, 56,022  60 

1844, 62,500  00 

1846, 4,194,242  08 

1847, 72,335  06 

1850, 1,000,000  00 

1853, 2,000,000  00 

1854, 3,000,000  00 

1856, 2,783,161  88 

1858, 7,070,661  44 

1859, 1,250,000  00 

1860, 2,648,680  00 

1861, 120,000  00 

1862, 2,265,400  00 

1863, 200,000  00 

1864, 2,515,000  00 

1865, 2,756,610  00 

1868, 2,524,000  00 

1870, 1,957,362  15 

At  the  expiration  of  cer- 
tain Bank  charters,  .  .  575,737  50 
Interest  due  1st  August 
last,  for  which  certifi- 
cates have  been  issued 
redeemable     in     Aug., 

1843, 871,075  53 

137,937,788  24 
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This  debt  has  been  contracted  for  the  following  pur- 
poses viz: 

For  Canals  and  railways,  |30,533,629  15 

To  pay  interest  on  public 
debt, 4,410,135  03 

For  the  use  of  the  Trea- 
sury,     1,571,689  00 

Turnpikes,    State    Koadsi, 
&c., 930,000  00 

Union  Canal, 200,000  00 

Eastern  Penitentiary,   .  . .      120,000  00 

Franklin  Kailroad, 100,000  00 

Pennsylvania     and     Ohio 

Canal,    50,000  00 

Insane  Asylum, 22,335  06 

137,937,788  24 


The  value  of  our  Public  Improvements, 

estimated  at  cost,  is    $30,233,620  15 

The  State  owns  Bank  Stock,  which  cost, 

at  par, 2,108,700  00 

The  State  owns  Turnpike  and  Bridge 

stock, 2,836,262  45 

The  State  owns  Canal  and  Navigation 

stock, 842,778  66 

The  State  owns  Railroad  Stock, 365,276  90 

Money  due  on  unpatented  Lands,  esti- 
mated at,   1,000,000  00 


137,686,647  16 


The  foregoing  does  not  include  the  amount  due  to 
Domestic  Creditors,  entered  on  the  books  of  the  Aud- 
itor General,  per  resolution  of  7th  April,  1842. 

These  internal  improvements,  for  the  construction 
of  which  the  principal  amount  of  the  State  debt  has 
been  incurred,  consi??t  of  793j  miles  of  canals  and  rail- 
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ways  completed,  and  140J  miles  of  canal  in  progress 
of  construction  and  nearly  completed. 

The  finished  works  are  the  following: 

Miles. 
The  Delaware  Canal,  from  Easton  to  tide  at 

Bristol,      59i 

The  main  line  of  Canal  and  Railway  from 

Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg, 395J 

Canal  from  Beaver,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the 

mouth  of  the  French  Creek  Feeder,  in  the 

direction  of  Erie,  97j 

Canal  from  Franklin,  on  the  Allegheny  river, 

to  Conneaut  Lake,  49J 

Canal,  Susquehanna  and  North  Branch,  from 

Duncan's  Island  to  Lackawanna,  111^ 

Canal,  West   Branch,  from  Northumberland 

to  Farrandsville,    73 

Several  side-cuts  and  navigable  feeders,  ....  7 

Total  Canals  and  Railways  completed,        793| 

Canals  in  progress,  and  nearly  completed: 

Miles. 
North   Branch  extension,  from  Lackawanna 

to  New  York  line,   90 

Erie  extension,  from  the  mouth  of  the  French 

Creek  Feeder  to  Erie  harbor,  38^ 

Wiconisco   Canal,   from  Duncan's   Island  to 

Wiconisco  Creek,  12J 

Total  Canals  in  progress, 140| 

The  state  has  always  met  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
est upon  the  public  debt  with  punctuality,  until  the 
semi-annual  payment  due  on  the  1st  of  August  last, 
when,  for  want  of  adequate  provision  for  that  purpose, 
certificates  of  the  amount  due  to  each  holder  of  the 
stock  were  issued,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.. 
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payable  in  one  year,  agreeably  to  the  Act  passed  the 
27th  day  of  July  last.  It  now  becomes  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  make  .provision,  as  well  for 
its  payment  as  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  falling 
due  on  the  1st  of  February  and  August  next. 

Until  some  mode  of  raising  the  amount  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  this  interest,  less  burthensome  to 
the  people,  is  devised,  the  taxes  imposed  by  existing 
laws  seem  to  be  indispensable.  It  may  be  worthy  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  however,  whether 
the  present  defective  system  of  making  assessments, 
and  reaching  the  objects  of  taxation,  does  not  require 
revision.  It  is  believed,  if  such  revision  be  judiciously 
made,  that  no  increase  of  the  taxes  now  authorized 
would  be  necessary  to  produce  an  adequate  amount 
from  that  source,  to  cover  the  pressing  demands  made 
upon  the  Treasury. 

You  will  observe,  by  a  report  accompanying  this 
message,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
passed  for  that  purpose  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last, 
proposals  were  invited  for  the  sale  of  the  public  im- 
provements of  the  Commonwealth.  No  bid  for  the 
same,  that  can  possibly  be  accepted,  was  received. 
This  measure  w^as  suggested  in  my  last  annual  mes- 
sage, believing  that,  in  our  embarrassed  condition, 
it  was  an  experiment,  which  might  be  productive  of 
relief,  worth  trying.  It  has  been  tried,  and  has  utterly 
failed.  The  truth  is,  the  amount  of  money  necessary 
for  the  purchase  of  any  considerable  portion  of  our 
improvements,  is  far  greater  than  any  citizens  of  our 
country  are  able  to  raise  for  that  purpose.  Were  they 
to  be  sold  at  all,  they  would  necessarily,  either  directly- 
or  indirectly,  fall  into  the  hands  of  foreign  capitalists. 
The  people  must,  in  a  great  measure,  lose  tht^  control 
over  their  management,  and  they  would,  necessarily, 
become  private  monopolies.  This  would  seem  to  be 
a  measure  as  dangerous  to  the  public  interest,  as  it 
would  be  humiliating  to  the  public  pride. 


926  '      Papers  of  the  Governors. 

The  revenues  upon  our  public  works  have  not  diinin 
ished  in  any  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  embarrass 
ments  which  have  been  thrown  in  the  wav  of  trade.  It 
will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  Report  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  which  will  shortly  be  laid  before 
you,  that,  notwithstanding  the  scarcity  and  deprecia- 
tion of  money,  the  impaired  condition  of  credit,  and 
the  enormous  rates  of  exchanges,  the  receipts  from 
tolls  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30th  November, 

1842,  amount  to |920,499  40 

The  expenditures  for  all  purposes,  for 
the  nine  months  commencing  on  the 
1st  March,  and  ending  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1842,  amount  to  390,046  70 

Leaving  an  excess  of  receipts  for  the 

year,    over    the    expenses    of    nine 

months  of |530,452  72 

Notwithstanding  the  decrease  of  tolls 

has  been 159,396  61 


Tolls  received 
in  1842. 


The  receipts  and  expenditures  on  the  main  lines 
have  been  as  follows: 

All  ex> 

penses    and 

liabilities 

for  9 

months. 

Columbia  Railroad, |357,461  50        |132,499  45 

Eastern  and  Juniata  Divi- 
sions,         195,780  16  45,072  12 

Allegheny    Portage    Rail- 
road,   !! 124,258  40  96,528  63 

Western  Division, 85,449  42  26,080  00 


1762,949  48        |300,180  20 
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Leaving  an  excess  of  tolls  over  expenditures  of  |462,- 
769.28,  on  the  above,  usually  denominated  the  Main 
Line,  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg. 

On  the  Delaware  Division  and  other  branches  of 
the  canals,  the  excess  of  tolls  over  expenditures,  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  has  been  |67,683 .44.  It  is  worthy 
too,  of  remark,  that  the  expenses  for  repairs  alone  for 
the  nine  months  has  been  only  |164,526.30. 

This  exhibit  cannot  fail  to  inspire  us  with  increased 
confidence  in  the  ultimate  value  and  usefulness  of  our 
public  works,  strengthened  as  it  is  by  the  fact,  that 
there  ha?^  been  a  falling  off  in  the  canal  tolls  of  New 
York,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  November,  of 
1284,391.89. 

It  is  proper  here  also  in  explanation  to  state  one 
fact  worthy  of  consideration.  At  the  commencement 
of  my  administration  there  was  a  debt  due  for  ordi- 
nary  repairs,   previously  done   independent   of  debts 

due  on  the  Beaver  division,  of |310,574 

For    the    repairs    of    the    Huntingdon 

county  breach,    380,000 

For  repairs   indispensable  to   opening 

and  the  successful  pros'ecution  of  the 

navigation,  &c.,  as  per  report  of  en- 
gineers especially  detailed  for  that 

service,    , 1,676,992 


Amounting  to  the  sum  of |2,367,566 


Which  has  been  hanging,  like  an  incubus,  on  the 
whole  system,  and  has  contributed  much  to  embarrass 
its  operations,  and  to  paralyze  the  most  laudable  exer- 
tions of  those  entrusted  with  the  conducting  of  them. 
In  the  progress  of  time,  too,  the  greater  portfon  of 
the  perishable  materials,  in  the  construction  of  our 
public  works,  became  so  far  decayed  and  dilapidated, 
as  to  require,  in  most  instances  a  partial,  and  in  many 
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instances  an  entire  renewal,  during  the  first  three 
years  of  my  administration.  Large  amounts  were  nee 
essarily  expended  in  making  these  repairs,  so  large  in- 
deed, that  public  confidence  was  very  considerably 
shaken  in  the  usefulness  and  value  of  the  system  itself. 
Those  who  did  not  reflect  on  the  circumstance  to 
which  I  have  just  adverted,  supposed  this  extraordi- 
nary outlay  for  repairs  must  be  annually  repeated. 
But  the  work  being  done,  the  expenses  for  that  pur- 
pose for  a  number  of  years  to  come  will  be  greatly 
diminished. 

While  speaking  upon  this  subject,  I  may  call  your 
attention  to  a  considerable  item  of  expenditure,  which 
may  be,  with  justice,  hereafter  wholly  cut  off.  A 
very  considerable  sum  is  annually  paid  for  repairing 
and  rebuilding  the  various  bridges  for  public  and  pri- 
vate convenience,  across  the  canals  and  railways.  This 
burden  hasi  been  heretofore  sustained  by  the  State, 
but  considering  the  great  increase  in  value  of  the  pri- 
vate property,  through  which  the  improvements  pass, 
and  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth  derive  no  immediate  benefit  from  the 
outlay  for  that  purpose,  it  would  seem  to  be  just  and 
proper,  that  the  rebuilding  and  repairing  of  the  pri- 
vate bridges  should  hereafter  be  done  by  the  owners 
of  the  property,  and  the  public  ones  by  the  townships 
or  counties,  in  which  thev  are  situated. 

Since  my  last  annual  message,  in  which  I  took  oc- 
casion to  refer  to  the  combinations  of  private  com- 
panies and  individuals,  to  monopolize  and  reap  nearly 
all  the  advantages  from  the  transportation  on  our 
internal  improvements,  there  has  been  a  trial  and  con- 
viction of  several  persons,  on  the  clearest  proof,  of  a 
most  -flagrant  conspiracy  to  render  this  monopolizing 
combination  still  more  triumphant  over  the  laws.  This 
conviction  will  have  the  salutary  tendency  to  arrest 
hereafter  any  such  illegal  attempts.     It  is  now  to  be 
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hoped,  that  by  the  removal  of  these  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  fair  individual  competition,  our  public  im- 
provements will  be  open,  as  they  were  intended  to  be, 
to  the  free  and  equal  enjoyment  of  all. 

Several  recommendations,  or  what  were  deemed  es- 
sential reforms,  in  the  management  of  our  internal  im- 
provements, made  either  by  the  Executive  or  Canal 
Commissioners,  have  been  hitherto  baffled  and  defeat- 
ed, by  combinations  of  interest,  which  it  is  not  easy 
to  comjjrehend.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  specify 
particularly  all  these  suggestions,  but  will  refer  you 
to  my  last  annual  message,  and  the  last  and  present  re- 
port of  the  Canal  Commiss-ioners,  in  which  they  are 
contained.  1  trust  that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
doubts  heretofore  on  the  subject,  if  any  there  was,  the 
justice  and  propriety  of  making  them  are  now  beyond 
question.  During  the  last  year,  as  well  as  former 
years,  the  Canal  Commissioners  have  been  assiduously 
laboring  to  correct  the  most  glaring  of  the  errors  and 
abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  management  of  our 
public  improvements.  They  have  done  much,  but 
much  remains  to  be  done,  and  unless  seconded  by  the 
Legislature,  there  will  much  remain  to  be  lamented, 
without  the  power  to  remove  it. 

Nothing  has  been  done  under  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
passed  at  the  last  session,  for  the  incorporation  of 
•ompanies  to  complete  the  unfinished  lines  of  our  im- 
provements. If  any  more  effectual  mx)de  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  object  can  be  devised,  it  will 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you  in 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

The  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  7th 
of  April  last,  "relative  to  the  payment  of  interest  to 
domestic  creditors,"  provides  that  such  of  the  cred- 
itors of  the  Commonwealth  as  do  not  choose  to  re- 
ceive certificates  of  stock,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit 

for  the  amount  of  their  claim  on  the  books  of  the 
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Auditor  General,  and  shall  receive  interest  at  six  per 
cent.,  on  balances  due  for  work  done  prior  to  the  4th 
of  May,  1841,  interest  to  be  allowed  from  that  date, 
and  on  b£ilances  due  for  work  done  since  the  4th  day 
of  May,  1841,  interest  to  be  allowed  from  the  passage 
of  the  Act.  And  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  the 
27th  July  last,  after  making  certain  specific  appropria- 
tions, directs  whatever  balance  may  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  first  days  of  August,  November  and  Febru- 
ary then  next,  after  paying  current  demands  on  the 
Treasury,  to  be  divided  pro  rata  among  the  domestic 
creditors  having  claims  for  work  done  prior  to  the  4th 
May,  1841,  or  for  repairs,  &c.,  on  finished  lines  of  canal 
and  railroad,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  April,  1842. 
In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  Acts,  claims  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  |1,191,710.23  were  entered  on  the 
books  of  the  Auditor  General  at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  of  which  sum  |597,461.78  was  for  work  done 
prior,  and  |594,248.45  for  work  done  subsequent  to 
the  4th  of  May,  1841.  On  the  first  day  of  August  the 
Treasurv  would  not  admit  of  a  dividend — therefore  the 
first  and  only  instalment,  twenty  per  cent,  was  paid  on 
the  first  of  November,  together  with  all  interest  then 
due,  which  amounted,  dividend  and  interest,  to  |209,- 
589.43. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  satisfactory  results  which 
have  grown  out  of  the  broad  and  liberal  construction 
given  by  the  Auditor  General,  to  the  resolution  of  the 
7th  April,  tliere  yet  remains  a  very  deserving  class  of 
creditors,  who  have  received  none  of  its  benefits,  nor 
was  it  at  all  practicable  to  bring  them  within  its  pro- 
visions. The  poor  laborers'  scattered  along  the  im- 
provements, who  with  their  own  hands  do  the  work 
necessary  to  keej)  them  in  navigable  condition,  should 
be  the  objects  of  the  first  care  of  the  government.  In 
this  instance  they  were  entirely  overlooked,  the  appro- 
priation for  repairs  being  inadequate.     From  the  char- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  931 

acter  of  tlieir  claims — their  comparatively  trifling 
amount,  and  tlieir  number,  it  was  found  inexpedient 
to  enter  them  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General.  If 
they  had  been  entered,  it  would  in  many  cases  have 
cost  the  whole  sum  due  to  procure  the  dividend  from 
the  Treasury — and,  indeed,  it  would  be  a  mockery  for 
the  government,  instead  of  payment,  to  offer  poor  la- 
borers a  pro  rata  dividend  on  a  claim  of  a  few  dollars. 
It  is  ardently  hoped  that  this  worthy  and  in  most  cases 
suffering  class  of  domestic  creditors,  will  receive  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Legislature. 

It  has  happened  in  relation  to  the  banking  system  of 
this  Commonwealth,  as  has  on  many  occasions  here- 
tofore been  the  case  with  the  institutions  founded  on 
unsound  principles,  that  with  all  its  power,  and  with 
all  its  hold  on  public  confidence  and  support,  it  has 
fallen  by  the  weight  of  its  own  imperfections.  If 
any  legislative  action  can  restore  public  confidence  in 
the  banks,  or  render  them  of  more  service  to  the  com- 
munity, it  will  become  your  duty  to  furnish  it.  The 
mode  and  detail  of  the  aid  to  be  rendered,  I  leave  in 
the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  But 
the  public  certainly  expect,  that  you  will  not  ad- 
journ until  you  have  made  ample  provision  for  with- 
drawing from  circulation  the  notes  issued  by  the 
banks  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  4th  May,  1841; 
and  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  any  measure  that  may  be  deemed  most  advis- 
able for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  At  the 
same  time,  I  will  take  occasion  to  suggest  one  source, 
from  which  the  means  mav  be  readily  obtained  to 
extinguish  a  large  portion  of  these  issues.  I  refer  to 
the  sale  of  the  bank,  bridge  and  other  stocks,  in  which 
the  State  is  interested.  I  think  an  amount  might  be 
realized,  in  this  way,  sufficient  to  answer  this  purpose. 
if  provision  be  made  by  law  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  be  exclusively  applied  to  that  object. 
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The  present  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
requires  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  State  has  a  deep  interest  in  the  proper 
management  of  that  institution,  and  equally  so  in 
winding  it  up,  if  that  be  deemed  a  politic  measure. 
Several  acts  were  passed  during  the  last  session  in 
relation  to  it;  but  owing  to  some  defect  they  did  not 
answer  the  purpose  designed.  Some  remedy  should 
be  at  once  provided.  One  suggestion  I  will  make  on 
the  subject,  and  that  is,  that  in  no  contingency  should 
the  control  of  the  bank  be  placed  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  the  private  stockholders.  Let  the  State  and 
the  stockholders  be  put  on  the  same  footing — each 
having,  respectively,  the  share  of  control  equal  to  the 
amount  of  stock  held.  No  just  complaint  can  then 
be  made,  and  the  interests  of  all  parties  will  be  prop- 
erly guarded.  This  much,  at  least,  the  public  has  a 
right  to  expect. 

The  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  election  of 
members  of  Congress  will  be  one  of  the  subjects  de- 
manding 3  our  early  attention.  The  apportionment  of 
members  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly 
is  also  a  matter  in  which  the  people  are  deeply  inter- 
ested, and  which  will,  of  course,  claim  your  most  care- 
ful consideration.— The  basis  of  an  apportionment  bill 
on  this  subject,  should  be  equality,  fairness  and  jus- 
tice to  all  sections  of  the  State.  In  no  other  manner 
can  the  various  interests  be  faithfully  represented. 
The  fundamental  principles  of  a  republican  govern 
ment,  and  our  own  Constitution,  guarantee  these 
rights  to  e\ery  county  in  the  State.  The  apportion- 
ment bill  passed  on  the  IGth  June,  1836,  will  not,  I 
conceive,  be  regarded  as  a  precedent,  or  an  example, 
but  as  a  beacon,  to  be  shunned  by  every  legislator  who 
understands  and  is  honestly  desirous  of  carrying  into 
execution  the  injunctions  of  the  Constitution.  No  ex- 
traneous considerations  can  justify  a  departure  from 
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it,  and  on  all  occasions  when  a  departure  has  been  at- 
tempted, it  has  recoiled  with  ten-fold  force  on  the 
heads  of  those  by  whom  it  was  made. 

1  have  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  the  subject  of  selecting  jurors  in  the  several 
counties  in  the  State.  I  cannot  forbear  to  urge  it 
again  upon  you,  and  to  add,  that  there  is  one  griev- 
ance very  much  complained  of  in  those  counties,  where 
it  exists,  under  the  law — that  is,  that  where  se^jarate 
wheels  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  jurors  for 
dilTerent  courts,  there  is  much  complaint  as  to  the 
manner  of  selecting  the  names  put  in  these  different 
wheels.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  one  wheel  only 
was  provided  out  of  which  all  the  panels  of  jurors 
for  all  the  courtsi  were  drawn,  this  objection  would  be 
in  a  great  measure  obviated.  I  will  merely  further  re- 
mark, that  the  system  of  drawing  jurors  would  be 
very  greatly  perfected,  if  the  selection  and  drawing 
of  the  same  were  to  be  done  by  the  commissioners  and 
sheriff  in  open  court,  under  the  supervision  of  one  or 
more  of  the  judges.  Recent  experience  calls  aloud  for 
the  protection  of  the  jury  box  from  even  the  possi- 
bility of  suspicion. 

My  views  have  been  so  fully  expressed  in  former 
messages,  in  favor  of  the  support  of  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened system  of  education  by  common  schools,  that 
I  need  scarcely  repeat  them.  I  will  content  myself 
by  reiterating,  that  a  sound  education,  based  upon 
proper  moral  and  religious  training,  is  the  best  legacy 
a  parent  can  bequeath  to  his  child,  and  the  best  pro- 
vision a  patriot  can  make  to  secure  the  permanence 
and  purity  of  our  republican  institutions.  I  refer  you 
to  the  very  full  and  elaborate  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, for  the  condition  and  details  of  our  common 
schools,  academies,  female  seminaries  and  colleges. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you.     I  shall  be  exceedingly  happy  to  unite 
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with  you,  in  any  measures  that  would  render  the  pres- 
ent militia  system  more  efficient,  and  less  burthensome 
to  the  community.  Perhaps  the  encouragement  of  vol- 
unteers would  be  the  best  means  that  could  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  advancement  of  those  ends.  Pennsylvania 
has  just  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  volunteers;  in  num- 
ber, discipline  and  martial  spirit,  they  can  vie  with 
those  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  Should  any 
emergency  ever  arise  to  require  it,  she  could,  on  the 
shortest  notice,  muster  upwards  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand of  these  intrepid  defenders  of  her  soil. 

The  complexity  and  obscurity  of  many  of  the  ma- 
terial provisions  of  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  abol- 
ish imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  fraudulent 
debtors,"  have  rendered  its  operation  almost  nugatory. 
It  seems  to  have  produced  little  benefit  to  the  debtor, 
and  much  inconvenience  to  the  creditor.  Its  provi- 
sions certainly  require  a  thorough  revision;  and  if 
any  law  of  the  kind  be  deemed  necessary,  it  should  be 
one,  very  different  in  many  of  its  leading  features  from 
the  present.  The  penal  sections,  contained  in  the 
same  bill,  however,  well  designed,  were  drawn  with 
so  little  precision  as  to  have  led  to  the  most  intoler- 
able abuses. 

Frequent  complaints  have  been  made  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  Aldermen  and  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  criminal  cases.  Some  mode 
f^hould  be  provided  for  defining  and  regulating  their 
jurisdiction,  on  this  important  subject,  so  as  to  guard 
against  extortion  and  oppression  on  the  one  hand,  and 
laxit}^  and  impunity  to  crime,  on  the  other. 

The  tendency  of  public  opinion,  for  a  number  of 
years  past,  has  gradually  been  to  weaken  and  relax 
the  execution  of  the  criminal  laws.  This  morbid  feel- 
ing has  even  reached  jurors,  and  other  functionaries 
engaged  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice,  so 
that  it  is  not  an  unusual  spectacle  to  see  courts  and 
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juries  convict  and  sentence  on  the  clearest  testimony 
a  criminal  on  one  day,  and  recommend  his  pardon 
to  the  Executive  the  next.  These  appeals,  thus  sus- 
tained, address  themselves  with  great  force  to  the 
magistrate  entrusted  with  the  power  of  pardoning 
offenders,  and  it  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  unless  some 
check  be  put  upon  it,  it  will,  in  the  end,  lead  to  great 
injustice  and  abuse.  These  remarks  are  made,  not 
so  much  with  a  view  to  invite  immediate  legislation 
on  the  subject,  as  to  influence  and  temper  the  action 
of  the  Legislature  on  subjects  connected  with  the  crim- 
inal jurisprudence  of  the  State. 

It  has  been  stated  that  certain  loan  companies,  in- 
surance companies  and  other  similar  corporations, 
which  have  sprung  into  existence  within  the  last  ten 
years,  effected  their  organization,  and  obtained  their 
charters,  without  conforming  strictly  to  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  law,  or  after  having  obtained  their  char- 
ters, perpetrated  acts,  whereby  they  would  be  for- 
feited; and  have,  through  sundry  devices,  procured 
the  passage  of  laws,  designed,  without  having  the  ob- 
ject expressed,  to  screen  them  from  the  penalty  which 
they  had  incurred,  and  to  sanctify  the  illegality  and 
corruption  in  which  they  originated.  Such  legisla- 
tion as  this  is  doubtless  at  war  with  the  public  in- 
terest and  public  safety;  and  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend to  the  Legislature  to  inquire  into  the  siubject, 
and  if  any  such  laws  have  been  smuggled  through,  in 
which  the  real  object  was  not  manifest,  to  repeal  the 
same  at  once,  and  to  leave  these  corporations  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  situation  in  which  their  own  acts 
placed  them,  at  the  time  they  w^ere  perpetrated. 

Additional  chancery  powers  have  been  vested  in 
some  of  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth,  without 
suitable  provision  having  been  made  for  the  execu- 
tion of  these  powers.  The  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
this  modification  of  our  jurisprudence  will  in  a  great 
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measure  be  lost,  unless  these  defects  are  supplied. 
Among  other  provisions  authoritj^  should  be  given  for 
the  appointment  of  masters  in  chancery  and  auditors, 
and  their  functions  defined. 

The  Legislature  having  omitted  to  appoint  an  agent 
to  receive  from  the  general  government  the  dividend 
of  this  State  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  I  appointed  Job  Mann,  Esq.,  State  Trea- 
surer, by  virtue  of  the  authority  given  me  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  who  has  received  it,  amounting  to  |60,- 
813.27. 

The  explorations  connected  with  the  .Geological  sur- 
vey having  been  brought  to  a  successful  termination, 
it  is  necessary  that  measure  be  now  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  for  embodying  and  publishing  the  results 
without  delay.  As  the  State  has  expended  a  consid- 
erable sum  in  this  examination  of  her  mineral  re- 
sources, as  it  is  known  that  the  final  report  and  maps 
of  the  State  Geologist  will  contain  much  valuable  in- 
formation of  a  nature  to  invite  and  direct  the  invest- 
ments of  capital  necessary  for  the  development  of 
our  unsurpassed  mineral  wealth;  and  as  the  expenses 
of  arranging  and  publishing  the  details  procured,  will 
bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  that  already  incurred 
in  collecting  them,  considerations  of  sound  economy 
and  the  public  good  require,  that  the  proper  steps  to 
be  taken  for  affording  our  citizens  the  benefits  of  this 
survey  as  soon  as  practicable.  By  applying  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriations  for  the  incidental  expenses 
of  the  survey,  the  Geologist  has  been  enabled  to  make 
considerable  progress  towards  completing  the  maps 
and  drawings,  and  various  other  portions  of  the  work; 
but  much  delay  has  arisen  from  the  Legislature  hav- 
ing omitted  at  its  last  session,  to  make  provision  for 
the  furnishing  and  engraving  of  the  maps,  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  State  Cabinet  and  for  the  printing  of 
the  final  report,  in  conformity  to  the  suggestions  in 
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the  last  annual  report  of  the  Geologist,  to  Avhich  you 
are  respectfully  referred. 

Oppressed,  as  the  State  is,  by  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments, at  the  present  time,  it  behooves  us  to  retrench 
all  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  and  to  guard 
the  interest  of  our  constituents  with  the  same  fidelity 
and  care  that  we  would  exert  in  guarding  our  own. 
Among  other  important  expenditures,  those  incident 
to  the  Legislature  seem  to  have  been,  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  greatly  on  the  increase. — While  the  ex- 
penses of  other  departments  have  been  almost  sta- 
tionary, those  of  the  Legislature  have  been  consid- 
erably  moi^  than  doubled. — No  satisfactory  reason 
can  be  shown  for  this,  and  it  calls  aloud  for  inquiry 
and  redress.  The  public  printing  is  one  of  the  largest 
items  in  this  expenditure,  and  has  increased  in  a 
ratio  that  defie^s  reasonable  explanation.  It  demands 
a  remedy.  I  can  see  none  better  than  to  provide  for 
apijointing  a  public  printer  to  execute  all  the  public 
printing  at  fixed  and  reasonable  prices.  The  work 
can  then  be  done  with  greater  facility  and  economy. 
Sound  policy  strongly  recommends  this- measure,  and 
the  example  of  other  States  fully  sanctions  it.  I  re- 
spectfully commend  it  to  your  attention. 

This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  address  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly,  belonging  to  the  same  political  re- 
lationship with  myself;  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  ex- 
press the  gratification  I  feel  at  the  prospect  of  a  har- 
monious and  confidential  understanding  between  the 
several  legislative  departments  of  the  government.  I 
trust  we  shall  recollect,  that  the  great  distinctive 
characteristics  of  the  party  to  which  we  are  attached, 
haAe  ever  been  magnanimity  and  justice  to  our  op- 
ponents. Let  us  not  forget  that  minorities  have 
rights  as  well  as  majorities;  and  that  whatever  may 
have  been  the  examples  set  us  by  others,  it  is  the  part 
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of  those  who  are  genuine  believers  in  the  principles  of 
democrac}^,  "to  do  unto  others  as  they  would  that 
others  should  do  unto  them." 

You  will  allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  submit  to  you, 
in  a  spirit  of  perfect  frankness  and  respect,  the  pro- 
priety of  a  prompt  and  energetic  despatch  of  the  public 
business,  and  an  adjournment  at  the  earliest  day  prac- 
ticable. But  few  leading  measures  of  public  import- 
ance will  come  before  vou,  and  those  are  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  essentially  benefitted  by  a  protracted  de- 
lay. The  people  will  certainly  be  willing  to  forego 
at  the  present  session  most,  if  not  all  of  those  private 
matters  which  usually  occupy  so  large  a  ^hare  of  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  Legislature.  We  have  had 
a  surfeit  of  jumbled  private  legislation.  Let  those 
measures,  in  which  the  public  at  large  really  has  an 
an  interest,  be  adopted;  and  the  work  for  which  you 
have  assembled  is  done.  Let  the  rest  be  postponed 
until  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  justifies  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Legislature  for  private  uses;  the  pres- 
ent is  not  that  time. 

To  whatever  department  of  the  government  we  be- 
long, we  should  remember,  that  our  efforts  to  reform 
abuses,  and  to  retrench  expenses,  will  avail  but  little, 
if  we  do  not  practice  ourselves  the  principles  we  lay 
down  for  the  guidance  of  others.  This  is  the  only 
mode,  in  which  w^e  can  prove  our  own  sincerity,  and 
satisfy  the  people  that  we  are  truly  in  earnest.  Let 
us  act  upon  this  policy,  and  I  trust  the  present  ses- 
sion will  furnish  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of 
future  Legislatures.  It  will  afford  me  great  plea- 
sure to  join  with  you  in  all  efforts  to  render  it  deserv- 
ing of  that  proud  and  honorable  distinction.  A  firm 
and  manly  exertion,  on  our  part,  to  do  much,  and  to 
do  it  well  in  a  short  time,  will  both  promote  the  public 
welfare,    and    secure    the    public    approbation.      No 
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stronger  incentives  to  duty  can  possibly  be  afforded  to 
honest  and  intelligent  servants  of  the  people. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  4,  1843. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
Concerninp-  the  Sale  of  Railroads  and  Canals  Be- 
longing  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlenfen : 

BY  THE  SEVENTEENTH  SECTION  OF  THE 
Act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  27th  day  of  July, 
1842,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  the  Government,  payment  of  the  in- 
terest upon  the  State  debt,  receiving  of  proposals  for 
the  sale  of  the  Public  Works,  and  for  other  purposes," 
the  Governor  is  authorized  and  required  to  receive 
proposals  for  the  sale  of  the  Delaware  Division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal;  and  by  the  eighteenth  section 
of  said  law  to  receive  proposals  for  the  sale  of  the 
North  Branch  from  Northumberland  to  Lackawanna 
creek,  and  Erie  Extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal; 
also  the  Columbia  and  Portage  railroads,  and  the 
main  line  of  the  Pennsvlvania  canal,  and  all  other 
branches  of  railroads  and  canals  belonging  to  the 
Commonwealth,  and  lay  before  the  next  Legislature  at 
as  early  a  day  as  possible,  such  proposals,  if  any,  for 
their  concurrence  or  rejection. 

In  pursuance  of  the  requisitions  of  said  sections  of 
the  law,  1  caused  a  notice  on  the  thirty-first  da}^  of 
August  last,  to  be  published  in  two  daily  newspapers 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  two  daih^  papers  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  and  two  newspapers  published  in 
Harrisburg,  that  sealed  proposals  would  be  received 
at  the  State  Department  until  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  for  the  purchase 
of  the  several  lines  of  canal  and  railroads  in  the  State. 
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on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  said  act.  The  proposals 
to  be  sealed  up  and  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  with  an  endorsement  on  the  same, 
"proposals  for  the  purchase  of  the  public  works.'' 
There  were  only  two  proposals  received,  copies  of 
Vvhich,  with  the  endorsements  thereon,  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  4,  1843. 

DOCUMENTS. 

The  undersigned,  in  accordance  with  the  advertisement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  propose  to  purchase  the 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Railroad,  with  all  its  fixtures,  at 
the  following  price  and  conditions: 

They  will  give  the  sum  of  ($3,000,000)  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, possession  to  be  given  us  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1843,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  Legislature  shall  make  the 
necessary  law  to   transfer   it. 

We  will  pay  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000),  of  the 
principal  yearly,  until  the  whole  amount  is  paid,  and  will  also 
pay  the  interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  whole  sum 
due  half  yearly. 

We  will  also  give  personal  security  for  the  interest,  and  each 
yearly   instalment. 

JOHN  BINGHAM, 
SIMON   CAMERON, 
JAMES  BINGHAM, 
WILLIAM    CAMERON. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  25th,  1842.  % 

Endorsed — "Proposals  for  Public  Works. 
"To  Hon.  A.  V.  Parsons, 

"Secretary  Commonwealth,  Harrisburg,  Pa." 

Middletown,  October  31,  1842. 
A.  V.  Parsons,  Esq.: 

We  propose  to  give  to  the  Commonwealth  $10,000  for  the 
Out-let  Lock  at  Portsmouth. 

Very,  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  LAUMAN, 
DAN'L.  KENDIG. 
Endorsed — "A.  V.  Parsons,  Esq.,  Harrisburg. 
"Proposals  for  Public  Works." 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Relative  to  For- 
feited Recognizances,  and  Other  Purposes,"  includ- 
ing the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Surveyor  General. 

Gentlemen : 

I    RETURN    TO    THE    SENATE,    IN    WHICH    IT 
originated,  the  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  relative  to 
forfeited  recognizances,  and  for  other  purposes," 
conformably  to  the  23d  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  with  my  objections. 

The  Bill  was  presented  to  me -on  the  27th  day  of 
July  last — the  day  after  the  Legislature  had  ad- 
journed. The  first  and  second  sections  of  this  bill, 
which  relate  to  forfeited  recognizances,  will  be  found 
nearly  word  for  word  in  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
sixth  sections  of  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  in  the  non-accepting 
school  districts  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  to  be  found  on  pages  454,  455  and  456,  of 
the  printed  volume  of  the  Acts  of  the  last  session, 
which  I  approved  on  the  3()th  July  last. 

The  fourth  section  of  this  Bill,  which  relates  to 
the  comuussioning  of  Coroners;  will  be  found,  almost 
substantiallv,  in  the  eleventh  section  of  this  Act,  en- 
titled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  toll 
bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  Windsor 
Haven,  in  Berks  county,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to 
be  found  on  page  235  of  the  same  volume,  which  I  ap- 
proved on  the  fifth  day  of  April  last. — These  sections 
are,  thert^fore,  wholly  unnecessary,  and  were  no  doubt 
passed  a  second  time  by  inadvertance,  in  the  hurry 
attendant  upon  an  adjournment. 

The  third  section  of  this  Bill  proposes  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Surveyor  General  from  and  after  the  10th 
day  of  May  next,  and  to  transfer  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  &c. 

It  is  here  proposed  to  make  a  change  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Land  Office,  in  a  single  and  imperfect 
section,  in  which  the  mode  of  the  change  is  not  well 
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digested,  and  the  consequences  of  it  not  sufficiently 
guarded  against,  or  provided  for.  The  proposed 
change,  however,  I  deem  injudicious  and  objectionable. 

From  the  first  organization  of  the  Land  Department 
of  I^ennsylvania,  a  regular  system  of  guards  and 
checks  was  adopted  from  the  wisest  dictates  of  pru- 
dence. The  titles  originated  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Land  Office,  who,  upon  the  proper  ap- 
plication of  the  parties,  made  conformably  to  law,  is- 
sued a  warrant  or  order  to  the  Surveyor  General,  to 
survey,  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  the  land  for  which 
such  application  had  been  made.  In  former  times 
the  Receiver  General  received  the  purchase  money  and 
kept  the  land  accounts,  and  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land  Office  were  confined  to  a  proper  examina- 
tion of  the  right  of  the  party  in  the  first  place  to  the 
warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  and  in  the  second  place 
to  the  patent,  or  final  completion  of  the  title.  Up- 
wards of  thirty  years  since,  the  office  of  Receiver  Gen- 
eral was  abolished,  a  part  of  his  duties  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  State  Treasurer,  and  the  residue  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office.  'So  that  the  latter  of- 
ficer is  now  charged  with  the  duties  of  emanating,  as 
well  as  completing  the  title,  and  keeping  all  the  ac- 
counts for  the  sale,  as  well  as  the  patenting-  of  lands. 
The  necessary  vigilance  in  examining  the  titles  of  the 
parties  and  the  performance  of  the  other  duties  which 
the  law  at  present  imposes  upon  tnat  officer,  will  be 
found  fully  to  engross  his  time,  if  disposed  person- 
ally to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  if  no  other 
objections  existed  to  imposing  upon  him  the  addi- 
tional duties  of  Survevor  General. 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  Surveyor  General  consist 
in  receiving  and  registering  the  warrants,  or  orders 
of  survev,  issued  bv  the  Secretarv  of  the  Land  Office; 
the  appointment  and  superintending  the  Deputy  Sur- 
veyors of  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth; 
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the  direction  of  warrants',  and  orders  of  survey,  to  the 
several  deputies;  the  examination  and  acceptance  of 
their  returns;  the  making  of  formal  returns  thereon 
to  the  Secretary,  when  application  is  made  for  pat- 
ents. The  two  oflBces  thus  furnishing  checks  and 
guards  upon  each  other,  and  furnishing  the  means  of 
supplying  any  losses,  or  omismons,  that  might  arise 
in  the  other  from  neglect,  accident,  or  fraud  by  which 
titles  to  land  might  be  put  in  jeopardy. 

When  the  Land  Office  was  opened  under  the  Com- 
mon w^ealth,  no  form  of  warrant  was  prescribed,  but 
the  form  used  by  the  late  Proprietaries  was  adopted 
and  continued  in  use  ever  since.  If  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  be  abolished,  an  entire  new  form  of  war- 
rant, and  mode  of  issuing  it,  would  be  requisite,  and 
ought  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land  Office,  and  the  Surveyor  General,  con- 
stitute the  Board  of  Property,  an  important  tribunal 
established  to  settle  disputes  relative  to  the  regular- 
ity of  incomplete  titles,  and  to  decide  to  whom  the 
complete  title  shall  issue  in  cases  of  controversy. 
The  change  proposed  by  this  Pill  would  leave  this  tri- 
bunal composed  of  two  members  only,  with  no  pro- 
vision for  cases  in  which  there  might  be  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  them. 

In  a  number  of  laws  relating  to  the  Land  Depart- 
ment, certain  duties  are  required  to  be  performed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Land  Office,  jointly,  not  as  the  Board 
of  Property.  Could  a  single  officer  then  perform 
those  duties,  so  long  as  these  law^s  are  unrepealed? 

The  great  and  leading  objections,  however,  to  the 
object  of  the  section  are,  that  it  is  uncalled  for  and  un- 
necessary. The  salary  of  the  officer  is  but  fourteen 
hundred  dollars  a  vear.  There  would  be  no  reduction 
in  the  number  of  clerks  required;  and  as  the  records 
and   papers   pertaining  to   the   office   would  have  to 
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remain  in  separate  parts  of  the  building  appropriated 
to  the  Land  Department,  an  officer,  de  facto,  although 
a  subordinate  one,  would  have  to  be  retained  to  take 
charge  of  them,  so  that  there  would  be  little,  if  any 
thing,  gained  on  the  score  of  expense,  whilst  much 
trouble  and  confusion  must  ensue  from  the  derange- 
ment of  a  system  which  is  now  harmonious,  well  un- 
derstood, and  believed  to  be  necessary  by  those  who 
have  given  the  subject  the  most  attention. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Januarv  5,  1843. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Divide  the 
State  into  Congressional  Districts  for  the  Election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.'*' 

Gentlemen: 

A  SENSE  OF  DUTY  CONSTRAINS  ME  TO  RE- 
turn  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  the  Bill  passed  at  the  last  session, 
entitled  '^An  Act  to  divide  the  State  into  Congres- 
sional districts  for  the  election  of  Representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,"  accompanied  by 
my  objections. 

It  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  frequent  regret,  that 
the  Legislature  so  often  procrastinates  with  the  most 
important  public  bills,  until  the  very  eve  of  the  final 
adjournment.  They  are  then  not  unfrequently  hur- 
ried through  both  branches  with  great  precipitancy, 
and  i^laced  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  at  a  period 
wholly  inauspicious  to  calm  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion. The  historv  of  this  Bill  has  added  another  to 
the  many  illustrations  we  have  experienced,  that  this 
feature  in  legislation  is  an  evil  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
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aide.  The  Bill  was  presented  to  me  by  the  appro- 
priate committee  on  the  25th  day  of  July  last.  On  the 
very  next  day  the  Legislature  adjourned  sme  die,  and 
the  members  deijarted  to  their  respective  homes.  It 
was  scarcely  wiiliin  the  range  of  probability,  there- 
fore, that  1  should,  apart  from  my  manifold  other  du- 
ties, lind  a  single  day,  and  that  too  at  the  very  close 
of  the  session,  sufficient  to  devote  to  the  examination 
of  a  measure  so  fraught  with  public  consequence.  I 
was  hence  compelled  to  postpone  my  action  upon  the 
Bill,  until  more  ample  time  and  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  me  for  bestowing  upon  it  that  careful  scru- 
tiny which  I  deemed  commensurate  with  its  import 
ance. 

Having  embraced  the  earliest  possible  occasion, 
after  the  adjournment,  to  examine  the  Bill  in  detail, 
I  soon  discovered  that  I  could  never  reconcile  it  to 
my  convictions  of  duty,  to  lend  it  the  Executive  sanc- 
tion. In  order,  therefore,  that  this  determination 
might  be  promulgated  in  an  authentic  shape,  in  ad- 
vance of  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  the  elec- 
tion, I  authorized  the  Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  address  circular  letters  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  re- 
spective counties,  requiring  them  to  omit  in  their  an- 
nual proclamations  any  call  upon  the  electors  for  the 
choice  of  members  of  Congress. — This  duty  that  offi- 
cer fulfilled  on  the  third  day  of  August  last.  I  deemed 
this  course  indispensable,  in  order  to  relieve  the  re- 
spective political  parties  from  taking  useless  action 
upon  a  Bill,  under  the  assumption  that  it  would  be- 
come a  law,  when  its  fate  was  destined  to  be  wholly 
different.  No  elections  for  members  of  Congress  were 
accordingly  held,  if  we  except  the  illegal  balloting 
which  was  improperly  permitted  in  a  few  isolated 
townships,  but  which  no  one  has  seemed 'seriously  to 
regard. 

60— Vol.  VI —4th  Ser. 
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One  of  my  principal  objections  to  this  Bill  is  the 
manifest  numerical  inequality  of  the  districts  it  would 
create.  The  act  of  Congress  fixes  the  ratio  for  each 
representative  at  70,080.  The  Bill  before  me,  how- 
ever, leaves  this  basis  wholly  out  of  sight,  and  seems 
to  treat  it  as  if  it  never  had  been  passed..  Into  the 
seventh  district,  for  example,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Montgomery  and  Bucks,  there  is  thrown  a  popu- 
lation of  95,348;  whilst  the  eighteenth  district,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene,  embraces 
a  population  of  only  52,721.  The  vote  of  one  elector 
in  the  latter  district  is,  therefore,  rendered  nearly 
equivalent  to  the  votes  of  two  electors  in  the  former. 
The  fourth  district,  embracing  a  part  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia,  has  a  fraction  under  the  ratio  of 
14,364;  whilst  the  sixth  district,  composed  of  Berks 
and  Lehigh,  has  a  fraction  over  of  19,676.  The  same 
conspicuous  inequality  pervades  the  entire  Bill,  and 
the  figures  are  within  the  reach  of  every  one  of  you, 
to  demonstrate  it  fully  and  clearly.  An  apportion- 
ment so  extremely  unequal  in  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  districts  it  creates,  would  deprive  one  section 
of  the  State  of  its  just  rights,  and  confer  upon  an- 
other privileges  to  which  it  can  have  no  legitimate 
claim. — No  portion  of  the  good  people  of  our  State 
have  ever,  to  my  knowledge,  craved  such  excessive 
legislative  beneficence,  and  I  am  resolved,  so  far  as 
the  Executive  authority  is  able  to  prevent  it,  that  no 
other  portion  of  our  citizens  shall  be  thus  disfran- 
chised. A  literal  observance  of  the  ratio  fixed  by 
Congress,  it  is  true,  it  would  be  vain  to  expect.  But 
that  an  infinitely  closer  approximation  to  it  than  this 
bill  presents,  is  a  task  as  easy  as  it  is  desirable,  I 
have  not  the  smallest  doubt,  and  have  entire  confi- 
dence in  your  capacity  to  effect. 

The  second  section  of  the  Act  of  Congress  prescrib- 
ing the  ratio  for  the  choice  of  its  members,  provides: 
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"That  in  every  case,  where  a  State  is  entitled  to  more 
than  one  representative,  the  number  to  which  each 
State  is  entitled  under  this  apportionment,  shall  be 
elected  by  districts  composed  of  contiguous  territory, 
equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  representatives  to 
which  said  State  may  be  entitled;  no  one  district 
electing  more  than  one  representative."  I  have  from 
the  beginning  viewed  this  provision  as  an  unwarrant- 
able interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  with  one  of 
the  most  revered  rights  of  the  States,  and  as  indicat- 
ing a  fearful  tendency  towards  the  ultimate  central- 
ization of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment. If  Congress  may  legitimately  exercise  the 
power  of  ordaining  the  manner  in  which  the  States 
shall  frame  their  districts,  it  will  require  but  a  short 
step  to  the  assumption  of  the  right  to  execute  the  duty 
for  them.  Upon  this  feature  of  the  Bill  there  cannot, 
in  my  view,  be  any  room  for  a  conflict  of  opinion. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  expressly 
committed  the  right  of  prescribing  "the  times,  places 
and  manner,"  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  the  several  State  legis- 
latures, and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  any  body 
of  men  with  this  provision  staring  them  in  the  face, 
could  so  boldly  transgress  it.  The  propriety  or  im- 
propriety of  the  single  district  system,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  discuss.  My  hostility  extends  only  to 
the  assumed  right  of  Congress  to  prescribe  it,  when 
its  adoption  or  rejection  is  a  matter  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  the  direction  of  the  States.  If  you  shall 
deem  it  expedient  so  to  apportion  our  territory  as  to 
create  only  single  districts,  a  due  regard  for  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  State  would  indicate,  that  the  Bill 
be  coupled  with  an  unequivocal  disclaimer  on  your 
part,  that  the  Federal  government  possesses  the  power 
so  to  command  it.  This  is  an  important  question, 
intimately  identified  with  the  doctrine  of  State  sov- 
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ereignty,  and  the  world  should  know  that  your  action 
is  the  result  of  your  own  volition,  and  not  of  unauthor- 
ized coercion. 

Without  designing  to  impugn  the  motives  of  those 
who  composed  the  last  Legislature,  I  cannot  free  my 
mind  from  the  conviction,  that  several  of  the  districts 
contained  in  the  present  Bill  have  been  framed  with 
an  especial  view  to  the  bestowment  of  undue  ad- 
vantages upon  the  party  known  to  be  vastly  in  the 
minority  in  the  State.  The  peculiar  construction  of 
the  eighth  and  ninth  districts — detaching  a  few  iso- 
lated townships  from  one  county,  and  joining  them 
to  two  other  counties — goes  far  towards  the  justifica- 
tion of  this  belief.  I  may  add,  also,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  of  our  most  experienced  and  sagacious  poli- 
ticians, that  under  this  Bill  the  democratic  party  might 
poll  a  majority  of  thousands  of  the  popular  vote  of 
the  State,  and  yet  not  elect  so  large  a  number  of 
Representatives  in  Congress  as  their  opponents,  the 
minority.  My  own  reflections  and  estimates,  predi- 
cated upon  the  safest  possible  data  I  have  been  able 
to  command,  and  aided  by  the  political  experience  of 
more  than  a  quarter  century,  have  irresistably  led  me 
to  the  same  conclusion.  If  such  are  the  practical  re- 
sults to  be  apprehended  from  this  Bill,  I  would  have 
proved  myself  deficient  in  common  gratitude  to  those 
who  have  twice  elevated  me  to  the  Executive  chair, 
had  I  not  resisted  its  infliction  upon  them.  Whilst, 
as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  all  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  covet  no  especial  immunitiesi  for  the  party 
which  has  twice  elected  me,  I  cannot  be  less»  tena- 
cious that  it  suffers  no  detriment  from  its  enemies. — 
The  rights  of  the  minority,  I  admit,  should  be  watched 
with  jealous  vigilance,  and  all  encroachments  upon 
them  be  vigorously  resisted.  But  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority should  be  respected  with  equal  fidelity,  and, 
when  legitimately  ascertained,  be  rendered  absolute 
and  sovereign. 
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The  duty  of  districting  a  State  for  the  choice  of  rep- 
resentative rulers  is  among  the  most  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible trusts  that  can  devolve  upon  the  servants 
of  a  free  people.  A  body  of  factious  and  unscrupu- 
lous partizans  may,  if  so  disposed,  arrange  the  dis- 
tricts in  such  a  manner  as  to  effectually  stifle  the 
voice  of  the  majority,  and  commit  the  reigns  of  govern- 
ment unconditionally  into  the  hands  of  the  minority. 
I  regard  the  right  of  the  majority  to  rule  as  a  political 
axiom  involving  the  very  existence  of  our  republican 
institutions.  Once  destroy  the  force  of  popular  sov- 
ereignty, by  a  reversal  of  this  hallowed  and  funda- 
mental principle,  and  you  sound  the  death  knell  of 
our  unrivalled  system  of  government.  Tyranny  it- 
self can  devise  no  more  efficient  mode  for  the  en- 
slavement of  the  people,  than  the  contrivance  of  laws 
to  cheat  them  out  of  their  power  at  the  ballot  boxes. 
The  public  mind  may  then  pant  for  a  change  of  rul- 
ers, and  the  introduction  of  a  different  line  of  policy, 
but  will  pant  in  vain,  being  stripped  of  the  power  of 
carrying  its  will  into  practical  fulfilment. 

In  our  own  Commonwealth  especially,  the  majority 
has  too  long  uttered  loud  and  bitter  complaint,  that 
it  has  been  deprived  the  means  of  rendering  its  will 
effective  by  unequal  and  fraudulent  apportionments. 
There  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  these  remon- 
strances have  not  been  the  mere  offspring  of  excited 
imagination,  but  were  founded  in  real  and  absolute 
grievance.  Whilst  we  should  most  heartily  abhor  the 
exercise  of  a  tyrannical  dominion  over  the  minority, 
we  should  also  have  sedulous  watch  that  no  law  is 
l)assed  by  which  these  complaints  of  the  majority  /ire 
increased,  or  the  causes  that  have  produced  them 
exaggerated.  I  assure  the  world,  that  no  apportion- 
ment will  ever  receive  my  sanction,  which,  in  any  de- 
gree, is  designed  to  steal  power  from  the  many,  and 
confer  it  upon  the  few.     All  that  the  people  of  the 
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State  require,  is — a  fair  and  equitable  division — dis- 
tricts made  as  convenient  -in  point  of  territory,  and 
as  equal  in  point  of  numbers,  as  practicable — carved 
out  for  the  accomplishment  of  no  sinister  design — 
granting  favors  to  none,  but  doing  justice  to  all. 

You,  gentlemen,  are  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  our 
common  constituency.  The  elections  which  have  con 
stituted  you  for  a  season  the  depository  of  the  public 
interests,  were  made  to  revolve  in  a  great  degree  upon 
the  measure  now  under  consideration.  My  determi- 
nation to  withhold  the  Executive  sanction  from  this 
Bill,  officially  announced  more  than  two  months  prior 
to  the  election,  necessarily  rendered  this  question 
one  of  the  principal  elements  of  the  last  campaign. 
What  the  public  verdict  has  been,  you  will  be  best 
able  to  decide.  If  adverse  to  this  Bill,  as  I  cannot  but 
regard  it,  you  will  doubtless  be  fully  able  to  frame 
another  more  in  accordance  with  the  public  senti- 
ment. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  5th,  1843. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing    a^Resolution  Relative  to 
,   Placing  Trucks  upon  the  Philadelphia  and  Colum- 
bia, and  Allegheny  Portage  Railroads." 

Gentlemen: 

1  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
tives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  Resolution  en- 
titled ^'Resolution  relative  to  placing  trucks  upon 
the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  and  Allegheny  Port- 
age railroads,"  presented  to  me  on  the  18th  July  last, 
without  the  Executive  approbation,  for  the  following 
reasons:  That  the  2d  section  of  the  Act  passed  the 
1st  July,  1842,  to  which  the  Resolution  is  supplemen- 
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tary,  contains  an  express  proviso  that  the  whole  ex- 
I)ense  of  procuring  and  placing  said  trucks  upon  said 
railroads,  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  dollars; 
and,  indeed,  the  whole  matter  contained  in  the  Reso- 
lution herewith  returned,  is  fully  embraced  in  the  said 
Act,  so  as  to  render  the  provisions  of  this  Resolution 
wholly  unnecessary  and  superfluous. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  5th,  1843. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Gentlemen: 

DURING    THE    RECESS    COMMISSIONS   WERE 
granted  by  me  to  the  following  named  persons 
for  the  offices  of  Associate  Judges  for  the  coun- 
ties respectively  annexed  to  their  names,  and  I  now 
nominate  them  to  the  same,  viz: 

Emanuel  Shaeffer  for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in 
the  room  of  Samuel  Dale,  deceased. 

Nathaniel  White  for  the  county  of  M'Kean,  in  the 
room  of  William  P.  Wilcox,  resigned. 

William  S.  Jayne  and  Perrin  Ross  for  the  county 
of  Wyoming,  pursuant  to  the  4th  section  of  the  Act 
enecting  said  county. 

I  also  nominate  Ellis  Lewis  to  be  President  Judge 
of  the  Second  Judicial  District,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Lancaster,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Champneys, 
resigned. 

Jacob  W.  Smith  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
county  of  Union,  in  the  room  of  John  Raskins,  re- 
signed. 

John  H.  Brodhead  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
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county  of  Pike,  in  tlie  room  of  William  Brodbead,  re- 
signed.  ' 

William  Porter  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for  the 
county  of  Allegheny,  in  the  room  of  Hugh  Davis,  re- 
signed. 

DAVID  K.  POKTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Januarv  5th,  1843. 

7  •/  7 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be  Pres- 
ident Judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Session  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  and  Certain  Other 
Persons  to  be  Associate  Judges  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  for  Several  Counties. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  9th,  1843. 
Gentlemen: 

I  HEREBY  NOMINATE  ANSON  V.  PARSONS  TO 
be  President  Judge  of  the  court  of  General  Ses- 
sions, for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in 
the  room  of  George  W.  Barton,  resigned. 

I  also  nominate  the  following  named  persons  to 
be  Associate  Judges  from  and  after  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1843,  for  the  counties  respectively  annexed 
to  their  names,  viz: 

John  Findlev  for  the  countv  of  Mercer,  in  the  room 
of  James  R.  Wick. 

Benjamin  Adams  for  the  county  of  Beaver,  in  the 
room  of  John  Nesbitt. 

James  Gwin  for  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  in  the 
room  of  John  Kerr. 

Joseph  Kyle  for  the  county  of  Mifflin,  in  the  room 
of  James  Criswell. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Philip  Noon  to  be  an  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Comrnon  Pleas  for 
Cambria  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  10,  1843. 
Geutlemen: 

1    NOMINATE  PHILIP  NOON  TO  BE  AN  ASSO- 
ciate  Judge  for  the  county  of  Cambria,  from  and 
after    the    27th    February,  1843,  in    the  room  of 
Kichard  Lewis. 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Financial  In- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth. 

Gentlemen: 

IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
the  4th  section  of  the  Act  of  the  27th  of  July  last, 
entitled  ''An  Act  to  provide  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  payment  of  the  interest 
upon  the  State  debt,  receiving  of  proposals  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  works,  and  for  other  purposes,"  I 
caused  to  be  adv<ertised  for  public  sale  all  of  the  bank, 
turnpike,  bridge,  canal,  navigation,  and  railroad 
stock  in  any  incorporated  company,  held  and  owned 
by  the  Commonwealth,  amounting  to  |6,146,418.01,  by 
public  notice  in  newspapers  published  in  Harrisburg, 
Philadelphia,  and  Pittsburg;  also,  in  the  counties 
through  which  the  improvements  pass,  and  in  which 
the  banks  are  located. 

All  the  bank  stock,  and  that  which  was  owned  in 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal,  and  some  others, 
were  advertised  to  be  sold  at  the  Exchange  in  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  23d  day  of  November  last;  and  the 
residue  at  the  State  House  in  Harrisburg,  on  the  28th 
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of  November;  but  no  shares  were  sold,  and  the  sales 
were  adjourned  to  each  of  said  places  till  the  1st  and 
6th  days  of  March  next. 

By  a  proviso  in  said  section — limiting  the  minimum 
prices  it  should  sell  for,  which,  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent.,  would  produce  an  interest  equal  to  the  dividend 
received  by  the  State  on  the  stock  for  the  year  1841 — 
the  stock  in  some  companies  must  be  sold  at  prices 
much  higher  than  the  market  price  of  that  held  by 
individuals;  hence  there  w^ere  no  bidders.  Its  effect 
upon  the  stock  in  some  corporations  w^as  to  fix  the 
minimum  price  below  what  it  was  selling  for  in  mar- 
ket, thereby  depreciating  the  value  of  the  stock. 

By  the  5th  section  of  that  act,  the  State  Treasurer 
was  authorized  to  receive  therefor  certificates  of  State 
stock  in  payment.  On  mature  reflection,  I  did  not 
believe  the  Legislature  had  fully  considered  the  effect 
and  operation  of  its  provisions  upon  the  financial  af- 
fairs of  the  State.  The  bill  was  passed  on  the  last 
night  of  the  session  in  July,  and  not  presented  to  the 
Executive  for  his  approval  till  the  day  after  the  Legis- 
lature had  adjourned. 

When  the  Commonwealth  is  indebted  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  small  notes  to  the  amount  of  about 
two  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  the  domestic  creditors 
about  one  million  more,  and  was  unable  to  pay  the 
semi-  annual  interest  due  last  August,  and  cannot  pay 
it  on  the  1st  of  February  next,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  it  can  be  considered  a  prudent  disposition 
of  the  available  means  of  the  State,  to  apply  them  to 
the  redemption  of  State  stock,  which  is  not  due  for 
twenty  years.  By  that  law,  if  one  made  a  purchase 
to  any  amount,  the  purchaser  could  tender  in  payment 
certificates  of  stock  issued  by  the  State,  redeemable 
at  the  most  remote  period  of  time  of  any  that  have 
been  issued,  and  the  State  Treasurer  was  bound  to  re- 
ceive it  in  payment. 
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Another  part  of  the  section  authorized  the  receiving 
in  payment  certificates  of  indebtedness  which  had  been, 
issued  by  the  Auditor  General;  hence  the  competi- 
tion at  the  sale  was  very  unequal.  State  stock,  at 
that  time,  was  selling  in  the  market  at  from  42  to 
4.5  cents  to  the  dollar.  A  creditor  of  the  State,  who 
had  got  his  certificate  of  indebtedness,  had  received 
i^  as  a  promise  of  immediate  payment  and  at  par  value 
from  the  Commonwealth.  Consequently,  to  enter  the 
biddings  on  equal  grounds  with  the  man  of  money  who 
could  purchase  State  stock,  he  must  place  his  certifi- 
cates on  a  par  value  with  the  State  stock.  He  could 
not  purchase  the  stock  in  any  company,  unless  he 
made  a  sacrifice  on  his  evidence  of  indebtedness.  I 
consider  such  provision  impolitic,  and  believe  that  the 
stock  all  ought  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied 
to  the  immediate  redemption  of  the  "relief  notes,"  and 
such  debts  as  are  immediately  due  by  the  State.  The 
stock  owned  by  the  State,  in  many  of  these  companies, 
is  of  but  small  value,  and  she  will  never  realize  any 
dividend  from  them.  It  may  be  worth  something  to 
individuals  who  own  stock  in  those  companies,  and 
who  would  probably  purchase  them  if  a  law  was 
passed  giving  the  purchaser  the  right  of  voting  in 
those  companies.  If  the  Legislature  should  be  of  the 
opinion  that  those  stocks  ought  to  be  sold  without 
giving  authority  to  the  State  Treasurer  to  receive 
State  stock  in  payment,  1  w^ould  recommend  that  an 
Act  be  soon  passed  authorizing  their  disposal  on  those 
days  to  which  the  sales  were  adjourned  in  November 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  to  the  Commonwealth 
a  great  expense  in  the  advertising;  as  public  notice  • 
was  then  given  of  the  days  to  which  the  sales  were  ad- 
journed. I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  State  should 
not  sell  her  property  to  pay  her  debts,  even  at  a  sac- 
rifice, in  the  same  way  that  individuals  are  compelled 
to  sell  theirs.     Our  fellow-citizens  are  oppressed  with 
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the  depreciated  value  of  the  small  notes;  the  State 
has  the  means  of  cancelling  them  by  the  sale  of  her 
property  in  stocks;  and  many  holders  of  this  paper 
would  gladly  pay  it  for  stock  in  some  incorporated 
company.  By  this  means  they  are  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation. The  banks  which  issued  them  will  be  ab- 
solved from  their  redemption,  and  compelled  to  resume 
specie  payments  so  soon  as  that  provision  is  made  by 
the  State  for  their  immediate  cancellation. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  13th,  1843. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Charles  G.  Donnell  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  14th,  1843. 
Gentlemen: 

1    HEREBY  NOMINATE  CHARLES  G.  DONNELL 
to  be  President  Judge  of  the  8th  Judicial  District 
of  this  Commonwealth,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Northumberland,  Lycoming,  and  Columbia,  in  the 
room  of  Ellis  Lewis,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Canal  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  CA^ 
nal   Commissioners  their  annual  report  and  ac- 
companying documents,  giving  a  view  of  the  works 
of  internal  improvement,  and  the  various  transactions 
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connected  with  that  subject,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  day  of  November  last,  which  I  have  this  day 
directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representa-* 
tives. 

I  regard  this  document,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, as  the  most  important  which  it  has  been  my 
province  to  communicate  since  my  induction  into  of- 
fice, and  cannot  too  earnestlv  commend  its  recommen- 
dations  to  your  early  and  careful  consideration. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  eTanuarv  19th,  1843. 

[DOCUMENTS  OMITTED.] 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  Stilwell  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Union  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  19th,  1843. 
Gentlemen: 

BY  THE  ANNEXED  COMMUNICATION  IT  WILL 
be  perceived,  that  Jacob  W.  Smith,  whom  I  nom- 
inated to  vour  bodv  on  the  5th  instant,  for  the 
office  of  an  Associate  Judge  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Union,  in  the  room  of  John  Baskin,  resigned,  declines 
accepting  the  appointment,  and  has  requested  of  me 
the  withdraw^al  of  his  name  from  the  Senate. 

I  do  therefore,  hereby  withdraw  the  name  of  Jacob 
W.  Smith,  and  substitute  that  of  Joseph  Stilwell,  for 
the  said  office  of  Associate  Judge  of  the  county  of 
Union. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

DOCUMENT. 

Selinsgrove,  Union  County, 
January  16,  1843. 

His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir — I  observe,  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature,  that  you   did   me   the  honor,   on   the  5th   instant,   to 
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nominate  me  to  the  Senate  for  the  office  of  Associate  Ju5ge  of 
Union  county,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Judge  Baskin.  For  this  unsolicited  and  wholly  unex- 
pected honor,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  tender  you  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgments.  But  the  nature  of  my  private  pur- 
suits is  such,  that  it  is  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  accept  the 
station;  and  should  I  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  me  to  discharge  its  duties.  I  am,  there- 
fore, compelled  respectfully  to  decline  the  nomination,  and  to 
request  of  your  Excellency  the  withdrawal  of  my  name  from 
the  Senate. 

I  am,  with  due  respect. 
Your  friend, 

J.  W.  SMITH. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting-  a  Report  of  the  Nich- 
olson-Baynton  Commissioners. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,   January   10,   1843. 
Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  KECEIVED  FROM  THE  COMMISSION- 
ers  appointed  under  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to 
settle  the  estates  of  John  Nicholson  and  Peter 
Baynton,"  passed  April  16,  A.  D.  1840,  the  annexed 
report,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

DOCUMENT. 

His  Excellency,  David  R.  Porter: 

Sir — The  undersigned.   Commissioners  appointed  under  the 
Act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  16th  April,  A.  D.  1840,  entitled 
"An  Act  to  settle  the  estates  of  John  Nicholson  and  Peter 
Baynton,"  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency  the  follow- 
ing brief  report  of  their  proceedings: 
Total   amount   arising   from   sales   and  compro- 
mises, and  for  payment  of  which  bonds  and 
securities  are  now  deposited  in  the  State  Treas- 
ury and  in  the  Nicholson  court,  $41,677  68 
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The  above  sum  is  comprised  of  the  following  items,  viz: 
Sales  and  compromises  confirmed,  as  per  last  re- 
port, dated  24th  January,  1842,   $8,307  25 

Sales   and   compromises   made  since   5th   April, 
1842,    , 31,870  43 

Amount  from  lands  of  John  Nicholson,   $40,177  68 

Amount  from  lands  of  Peter  Baynton, 1,500  00 

Total,   $41,677  68 

There  are  now  before  the  Commissioners  about  seven  hun- 
dred applications  for  compromises,  which  remain  to  be  acted 
upon. 

The  whole  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  State, 
to  pay  expenses  of  the  Nicholson  Court  and  Commissioners, 
since  the  Act  of  1840,  is  about  six  thousand  dollars. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  William  T.  Dougherty  to 
be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com.mon 
Pleas  for  Bedford  County. 

Executive  Chaniber, 
Harrisburg,   January   13,   1843. 
Gentlemen: 

I  NOMINATE  WILLIAM  T.  DOUGHEKTY  TO  BE 
an  Associate  Judge  for  the  county  of  Bedford, 
from  and  after  the  27th  day  of  February  next. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Certain  Persons  to  be  As- 
sociate Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  Several  Coimties  Named. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  31,  1843. 
Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  from  and  after  the 
27th  day  of  February  next,  for  the  counties  re- 
spectively annexed  to  their  names,  to  wit: 
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Benjamin  Adams  Plumer  for  the  county  of   \'eu 
ango,  in  the  room  of  Kichard  Irwin. 

John  Ruekman  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  in  the  room 
of  Michael  H.  Jenks. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Withdrawing  from  Nomination  the 
Name  of  Anson  V.  Parsons  as  President  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  and  Nominating  the  said 
Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be  an  Associate  Judge  for 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,   February  8,   1843. 
Gentlemen : 

TirLE  LAW  OF  FEBRUARY  25,  1840,  ESTABLISH- 
ing  "the  Court  of  General  Sessions  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,"  having  been  re- 
pealed at  your  jjresent  session,  and  the  Court  itself 
abolished,  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  of  March 
next,  I  hereby  withdraw  the  nomination  of  Anson 
V.  ParsonSj  as  President  Judge  of  the  same,  in  the 
room  of  George  W.  Barton,  resigned,  communicated 
by  me,  to  the  Senate,  on  the  9th  day  of  last  month; 
and  also  nominate  the  said  Anson  V.  Parsons  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  for  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  this 
day,  entitled  "An  Act  to  abolish  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

DAVID  R    PORTER. 


I 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Calvin  Leet  to  be  an  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Susquehanna  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  4th,  1843. 
Gentlemen : 
HEREBY   NOMINATE   CALVIN   LEET   TO  BE 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Susquehanna,  from  and 
after  the  27th  inst.,  in  the  room  of  Isaac  Post. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the 
Appointment  of  Charles  McClure  to  be  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  20,  1843. 
Sir: 

BE  PLEASED  TO  INFORM  THE  SENATE,  THAT 
T    have  this   day   appointed  and   commissioned 
Charles  M'Clure,  of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
to  be  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably  to 
the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


61— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Election  of  Representatives  of  the  People  of  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen : 

1REGKET  THAT  AN  IMPERATIVE  SENSE  OF 
duty  compels  me  to  return  the  Bill  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  Representatives 
of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,"  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  it  originated,  without  my  approbation.  This 
regret  is  increased  by  the  consideration,  that  I  have 
already  interposed  to  arrest  the  passage  of  a  Bill  for 
the  same  purpose,  and,  in  many  respects,  substantially 
the  same  as  the  present;  but,  unpleasant  as  it  is,  I 
cannot  yield  my  assent  to  the  passage  of  this  Bill, 
bearing  on  its  face  such  glaring  objections. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  my  message  of 
the  5th  January  ultimo,  returning  the  former  Bill, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  divide  the  State  into  Congressional 
districts  for  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,"  for  the  ground-work 
of  several  strong  objections  to  the  Bill  now  before  me. 
These  objectionable  features  not  having  been  changed, 
they  operate  as  potently  against  the  present  as  they 
did  against  the  former  Bill. 

Among  them,  I  will  briefly  refer  to  the  disparity  be- 
tween the  number  in  some  of  the  districts.  The  18th, 
for  instance,  embraces  a  population  of  52,721,  while 
the  10th  has  89,103.  Here  is  a  difference  of  upwards 
of  36,000,  being  more  than  half  the  proper  ratio  for  a 
member  of  Congress.  Exact  equality  of  numbers  is, 
of  course,  unattainable  in  the  respective  districts ;  but 
a  disparity  so  great  as  this,  amounts  to  a  positive  vio- 
lation of  the  fundamental  principle  of  representative 
government.  If  the  principle  be  recognized,  that  one 
district,  with  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  population 
of  another,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  equal  representa- 
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tion,  there  is  no  limit  to  this  injustice.     Counties  and 
whole  districts  may  be,  in  effect,  disfranchised,  and  a 
tyranny  of  the  most  odious  kind,  under  the  guise  of 
law,  be  established.     I  cannot  assent  to  the  recogui 
tion  of  so  monstrous  a  principle. 

Another  leading  objection,  which  of  itself  would  be 
abundantly  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  withhold  m^^ 
sanction  from  this  Bill,  is  its  obvious  tendency  to 
transfer  the  political  ascendancy  in  the  national  coun- 
cils to  the  minority  in  this  State.  I  say  nothing  im- 
pugning the  motives  of  those  who  originated  and  sup- 
ported this  Bill;  but  no  person,  in  the  least  degree 
conversant  with  the  political  condition  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  the  political 
party  notoriously  in  the  minority,  would,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  elect  an  equal  number  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  the  admitted  majority,  or,  at 
least,  within  one  or  tw^o  of  an  equality.  This  is  wrong 
— it  is  an  abuse  of  powder,  neither  called  for  nor  justi 
fied  by  any  reason  that  I  can  discover. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  not,  it  is 
true,  recognize  the  existence  of  political  parties;  but 
they  are  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  our  govern 
ment,  and  will  as  certainly  exist,  as  the  government 
itself  does.  The  provision  confiding  to  the  States  the 
designation  of  districts  for  the  election  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, was  intended  to  give  to  the  respective  States 
the  power  of  suiting  the  arrangement  of  the  districts 
to  the  condition  of  parties,  and,  of  course,  to  the  inter- 
ests and  convenience  of  the  States. 

I  have  been  taught  from  my  boyhood  that  the  safety 
and  stability  of  our  government  depended,  in  a  great 
measure,  on  the  ascendancy  of  the  great  principles  of 
human  rights,  for  which  the  Democratic  party  has 
steadfastly  contended  since  the  political  revolution 
of  1800. 
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I  believe  these  principles  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our 
free  institutions;  and  that  whenever  they  are  in- 
fringed, those  institutions  are  endangered.  I  would 
feel  unwilling  to  entrust  the  defence  of  those  princi- 
ples to  such  champions  as  would  be  probably  elected, 
were  this  Bill  to  became  a  law.  Give  the  minority 
their  full  representation;  deprive  them  not  of  a  single 
vote;  but  let  not  the  whole  control  be  surrendered 
into  their  hands. 

It  may  be  possible  that  many  of  the  great  measures 
of  policy,  which  have  been  the  peculiar  boast  of  the 
Democracy  of  the  country,  will  owe  their  triumph  or 
defeat  to  the  delegation  from  Pennsylvania.  It  may 
be  possible  that  the  election  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States  will  depend  on  the  same  vote;  and  in 
view  of  these  probable  or  possible  contingencies,  do 
those  who  believe  that  the  political  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  are  essential  to  the  public  good,  dis- 
charge their  duty  faithfully,  by  allowing  their  oppo- 
nents to  usurp  the  places  which,  in  justice,  belong  only 
to  themselves. 

I  presume  not  to  dictate  to  others;  but  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  speaking  and  judging  for  myself.  I  have 
battled  too  long  in  the  ranks  of  Democracy  to  see  its 
standard  struck  down  without  lifting  my  arm  to  avert 
it.  Were  I  to  do  so,  I  should  feel  that  I  had  betrayed 
the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  Democracy  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  unworthy  of  its  respect  and  confidence. 
My  political  career  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  I  will 
not  sully  it  by  the  open  or  covert  abandonment  of  the 
rights  of  my  democratic  fellow-citizens. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  February  21,  1843. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  February  22,  1843. 
Gentlemen : 

I    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  for  the  counties  to 
their  names  respectively  annexed,  from  and  after 
the  27th  day  of  February,  instant,  to  wit: 

John  Grayson,  for  the  county  of  Washington,   in 
the  room  of  Thomas  M'Keever. 

James  M'Divit,  for  the  county  of  Adams,  in  the  room 
of  George  Will. 

DAYID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nom.inating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,   March  9,   1843. 
Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  for  the  counties  re- 
spectively annexed  to  their  names,  viz: 
Samuel  Dunn,  for  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  the 
room  of  Robert  Smith. 

William  Dock,  for  the  county  of  Dauphin,  in  the 
room  of  Frederick  Hummel. 

Daniel  Jacoby,  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  in 
the  room  of  Joseph  Royer;   and 

George  Rahn,  for  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  in  the 
room  of  Samuel  D.  Leib. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred  to 
be  President  Judge  of  the  Twelfth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  18,  1843. 
Gentlemen: 

I     HEREBY    NOMINATE    NATHANIEL    B.    EL- 
dred,  to  be  President  Judge  of  the  12th  Judicial 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Schuylkill  and  Carbon,  in 
the  room  of  Calvin  Blythe,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  *'An  Act  to  Reduce  the 
Expenses  and  Provide  for  the  Election  of  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners." 

Gentlemen: 

1  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  the  Bill 
entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  expenses  and  pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners," without  the  Executive  sanction;  and,  in  con- 
formity to  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution,  I  pro- 
ceed to  assign,  with  brevity,  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  adopt  this  course.  The  object  of  this  Bill, 
is  to  remove  the  present  Board  of  Canal  Commission- 
ers, and  to  fill  their  places  by  a  temporary  Board  to 
be  elected  by  the  Legislature,  to  serve  until  their  places 
are  supplied  under  the  provisions  of  the  first  siection 
of  the  Act  at  the  next  general  election.  If  there  w^ere 
no  constitutional  barrier  to  any  action  on  the  subject 
whatever  by  the  present  Legislature,  and  this  Bill 
only  provided  for  the  election  of  a  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  by  the  people,  it  would  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  give  it  my  approval;    but,  as  it  seeks  to 
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invest  in  the  Legislature  the  appointment  of  a  Board 
for  a  period  less  than  a  year,  I  can  see  no  reason  of 
policy  for  it,  and  abundant  reasons  grounded  on  prin- 
ciple to  constrain  me  to  withhold  my  assent,  indepen- 
dent of  my  constitutional  objections,  which  I  shall 
give  in  conclusion.  The  members  of  the  present  Board 
have  discharged  their  duty  with  industry,  fidelity, 
and  ability,  and  I  have  not  yet  discovered  the  least 
reason  to  believe  that  their  places  would  be  better  sup- 
plied by  the  Legislature.  If  the  members  of  the  pres- 
ent Board  have  been  faithless,  incompetent,  or  corrupt, 
impeach  them — try  them  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
the  Constitution;  but  it  is  unjust  and  unreasonable 
to  punish  them  in  any  other  way.  No  charge  of  mal- 
conduct  or  incompetency  has  been  established  against 
them;  and,  as  far  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  they 
have  proven  themselves  to  have  been  governed  by  a 
proper  sense  of  public  duty.  They  have  dispensed 
with  unnecessary  officers — they  have  laid  the  ground- 
work of  a  system  of  economy  in  the  public  disburse- 
ments, which,  if  carried  out,  must  render  our  improve- 
ments an  impetus,  rather  than  a  drawback,  to  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people;  and  they  have  brought  into  the 
Treasury  a  larger  amount  of  profit  than  has  ever  yet 
been  derived  from  those  improvements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  removal  of  the 
Board,  in  the  very  summary  manner  indicated  by  the 
second  section  of  the  Bill,  would  appear  to  the  world, 
as  a  rebuke  for  the  faithful  performance  of  a  high 
public  duty.  It  would,  in  effect,  be  proclaiming  to 
our  common  constituents  that  we  are  opposed  to  re- 
form, economy  and  retrenchment,  and  that  officers 
who  had  devoted  their  time  and  attention  to  the  best 
means  of  replenishing  an  exhausted  Treasury,  from 
a  source  hitherto  considered  unproductive,  were  no 
longer  deemed  worthy  of  confidence  or  support.  Until 
I  am  convinced  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  people 
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of  Pennsylvania,  I  cannot  consent  to  ratify  an  act  that 
could,  in  these  times  of  general  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment, be  construed  into  a  rebuke  of  that  character. 
In  every  g^ection  of  the  State,  our  constituents  are 
looking  to  us  to  devise  some  means  of  maintaining 
the  public  faith,  at  the  same  time,  relieving  them  from 
the  burthens  of  taxation.  It  would  seem  to  me  to 
be  treating  their  expectations  with  mockery,  to  place 
a  stigma  upon  officers  whose  efforts  had  been  success- 
fully directed  to  an  alleviation  of  the  embarrassments 
of  the  public  Treasury,  by  unnecessarily  removing  them 
at  the  very  moment  when  their  experience  and  ser- 
vices were  of  great  advantage  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth.  When  the  people  petition 
their  representatives  for  the  removal  of  faithful  agents 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  second  section  of  the 
Bill;  when  they  shall  proclaim  that  they  do  not  de- 
sire to  see  the  public  works  rendered  a  source  of  profit- 
able revenue,  and  so  alter  the  fundamental  law  as  to 
embrace  the  proposed  change,  I  shall  then  acquiesce 
in  their  decision.  But,  convinced  as  I  am  that  the 
public  improvements  have  been  judiciously  managed 
by  the  present  Board;  that  they  have  introduced  a 
laudable  system  of  economy  and  retrenchment;  that 
they  have  corrected  many  abuses  that  imperceptibly 
crept  into  the  management  of  the  works;  and  that, 
as  is  shown  by  the  result  of  the  last  year's  business, 
they  have  placed  a  large  amount  of  profit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, I  cannot  consent  that  they  should  be  displaced 
without  an  assignable  cause,  and  thereby  declare  that 
the  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  an  important 
trust  was  no  longer  to  be  expected  or  approved. 

The  present  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  had,  by 
lopping  oif  unnecessary  officers,  increasing  the  duties 
of  those  retained,  facilitating  business,  and  diminish- 
ing the  general  expenses  of  our  improvement  system, 
reduced  its  annual  charge  more  than  |235,000.     This 
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undeniable  fact  of  itself  furnishes  the  strongest  reason 
against  the  policy  of  passing  this  Bill. 

The  subject  of  electing  Canal  Commissioners  by 
the  Legislature  is  not  new  in  Pennsylvania.  It  was 
tried  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution; 
and  when  it  was  tried,  was  repudiated  and  abandoned 
in  less  than  a  year,  although  the  instance  to  which  I 
refer  was  far  less  objectionable  than  this.  That  was 
the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners 
by  an  Act  of  Assembly,  to  which  the  assent  of  the  Gov- 
ernor was  given,  as  in  the  case  of  other  laws;  but  this 
Bill  takes  the  appointment  entirely  out  of  the  sanction 
of  the  Executive,  and  confines  it  exclusively  to  the 
Legislature.  It  was  again  attempted  since  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  entrusted  with  the  Executive  functions, 
and,  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1841,  I  returned 
the  Bill,  as  I  do  this,  with  my  objections,  and  it  was 
defeated.  To  that  message  of  the  above  date,  in  the 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  as  embodying  what  was  then,  and  still  is, 
my  opinion  as  regards  the  policy  of  this  measure.  I 
shall  not  refer  to  it  in  detail;  but  the  concluding  para- 
graph is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  omitted.  It 
was  in  these  words: 

''The  appointing  power  is  the  most  embarrassing 
part  of  the  Executive  duties.  I  have  no  desire  to  in- 
crease its  amount,  nor  even  to  retain  that  which  is 
now  vested  in  the  Governor,  where  it  can  be  safely 
exercised  elsewhere.  If  a  change  is  deemed  essential 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  public  works,  and  that  the 
power  of  appointment  of  Canal  Commissioners  is  not 
safe  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  I  have  no  desire  to 
retain  it.  Let  it  go  directly  to  the  whole  people  at 
their  annual  elections.  The  Legislature  will,  at  all 
times,  find  me  ready  to  co-operate  with  them  in  en- 
abling the  people  to  elect  all  officers  whose  appoint- 
ment is  not  specially  provided  for  in  the  Constitution; 
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but  I  never  can  sanction  a  law  which  takes  away,  not 
only  the  rights  of  the  Executive,  but  the  people,  and 
gives  power  to  the  Legislature  not  contemplated  by 
the  Constitution,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  a  usurpation  of  power  by  the  Legislature,  pregnant 
with  evil.  However  indisposed  I  may  be  to  retain 
all  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  it  is  my  sworn  duty 
to  protect  the  rights  of  the  people  from  legislative  en- 
croachments, and  I  intend  to  do  it. 

^'The  issue  is  now  before  the  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  decision,  and  with  that  decision,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Should 
a  majority  determine  that  1  have  done  wrong  in  refus- 
ing to  sanction  this  change  in  the  mode  of  appointing 
Canal  Commissioners — that  this  c6ntemplated  altera- 
tion is  wise,  prudent  and  safe — and  that  better  selec- 
tions would  have  been  made  by  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature  than  by  the  people,  or  the  Execaiive,  they 
can  easily  proclaim  this  opinion,  and  execute  their 
purpose  by  some  other  Executive  agent;  but  if  they 
think  otherwise — if  they  agree  with  me — if  they  can 
see  in  the  proposed  system  only  a  political  scrambling 
for  office,  discord  and  dissention,  they  will  also  pro- 
nounce that  judgment  for  the  guidance  of  our  future 
course,  and  will  thus  settle  on  a  certain  basis,  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  in 
reference  to  which,  we  now  unfortunately  entertain 
such  conflicting  opinions." 

In  this  extract  two  points  will  be  particularly  noted. 
The  first  is  the  expression  of  my  entire  willingness  to 
assent  to  the  election  of  Canal  Commissioners  by  the 
people;  and  the  other  is,  that  just  on  the  eve  of  my 
second  election,  I  submitted  the  issue  openly  and  dis- 
tinctly to  the  people;  whether  I  was  right  in  resisting 
of  the  Legislature  in  grasping,  at  the  election  of  Canal 
Commissioners,  in  exclusion  of  both  the  Executive 
and  the  people.     The  result  of  that  election  is  known. 
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I  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  twenty-three  thou- 
sand votes,  and  the  Legislature  that  was  elected  when 
that  issue  was  tendered,  did  not  move  in  this  matter 
at  all.  I  had,  therefore,  hoped,  as  the  people  had, 
that  whatever  else  was  unsettled,  this  question,  at 
least,  was  at  rest.  But  the  passage  of  this  Bill  proves 
otherwise. 

By  the  published  journals  of  your  proceedings,  it  is 
found  that  this  Bill  originated  without  a  solitary  peti- 
tion from  the  people;  and  long  and  loud  as  it  has  been 
agitated  on  the  floor  of  the  Legislature;  and  with  all 
the  aid  of  the  individuals  interested  in  effecting  the 
object,  not  a  petition,  nor  a  resolution,  or  other  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion  at  any  public  meeting,  has 
found  its  way  here,  asking  that  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers be  elected  by  the  Legislature. 

Much  of  the  clamor  and  disturbance  which  have  at- 
tended the  various  changes  effected  and  sought,  in  the 
mode  of  appointing  and  electing  Canal  Commission- 
ers, may  no  doubt  be  traced  to  the  dispensation  of 
patronage  and  favors  by  those  officers.  It  so  happens 
that  they  have  not  at  all  times  vacant  places  for  the 
friends  of  members  of  the  Legislature  at  disposal,  or 
that  those  friends  are  not  alwaysi  the  best  qualified 
to  fill  them;  and,  in  these  cases,  it  generally  seems, 
as  if  the  individuals  disobliged,  consider  it  a  para- 
mount duty  enjoined  by  the  highest  commands  of  pa- 
triotism, to  wreak  vengeance  on  the  devoted  heads  of 
the  offending  officers.  And  it  not  unfrequently  oc 
curs  that  they  avail  themselves  of  their  legislative 
station,  to  carry^  or  attempt  to  carry,  that  object  into 
effect. 

The  employment  of  improper  subordinate  officers 
and  agents  on  our  public  improvements,  has  been  a 
frequent  and  just  theme  of  complaint;  and  I  believe 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  in  which  these  officers  and 
agents  have  been  continued  in  the  public  service,  they 
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have  been  backed  and  sustained  by  the  influence  of 
official  friends.  To  this  same  influence,  also,  may  be 
fairly  ascribed  at  least  twenty  millions  of  dollars  of 
the  present  State  debt;  and  to  such  a  frightful  extent 
had  this  growing  evil  already  been  carried  in  the  early 
stage  of  our  improvement  system,  that  by  the  Act  of 
24th  March,  1828,  the  Legislature  itself  was  obliged  to 
prohibit  "any  member  of  either  branch,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  from  having  any  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  public  works."  All  that  was  then 
left  for  this  kind  of  influence  to  reach,  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers  on  the  railroads  and  canals:  and  if 
this  had  been  prohibited  as  effectually,  it  is  very  prob- 
able I  should  have  been  spared  the  performance  of 
the  duty  which  this  Bill  imposes  on  me. 

Why  then  is  the  passage  of  this  Bill  to  be  urged? 
What  good  policy  can  it  promote?  What  public  in- 
terest will  it  advance?  What  prejudice  will  result  to 
the  public,  if  the  present  Board  is  left  in  office?  I 
must  hear  these  questions  answered  more  satisfac- 
torily than  they  have  been,  before  I  sanction  such  a 
law. 

An  experiment,  in  a  new  mode  of  transportation,  is 
about  to  be  tested,  which,  while  it  is  not  intended  to  give 
it  an  undue  advantage  over  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
old  system  of  carrying  goods  and  merchandise,  prom- 
ises fair  to  open  our  canals  and  railroads  to  individual 
competition  and  enterprise,  and  to  lessen  the  evils 
heretofore  experienced  from  the  monopoly  in  the  car- 
rying trade  enjoyed  by  companies  of  large  capital. 
Prudence  and  sound  policy  would  seem  to  dictate  that 
this  new  system  should  be  carried  out  and  tested  by 
the  officers  under  whose  management  it  has  thus  far 
progressed,  and  whose  devotion  to  the  public  interests 
is  so  manifestly  exhibited  in  the  flattering  results  of 
the  last  year's  operations.  Three  changes  in  the 
Board  in  one  year,  as  w^ould  be  the  case  should  this 
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Bill  become  a  law,  would  create  a  confusion  wliicb  a 
wise  regard  for  the  public  welfare  at  this  peculiar  and 
trying  crisis  in  our  financial  affairs  should  lead  us  to 
avoid.  No  individual  would  pursue  such  a  course  in 
his  private  businessi,  and  1  can  perceive  no  public  in- 
terest to  be  promoted  by  its  adoption  in  the  present 
case.  The  navigation  is  expected  to  commence  in  a 
few  days.  The  officers  are  at  their  posts,  ready  to 
commence  business.  New  principles  have  been  en- 
grafted on  the  rates  of  toll,  and  new  instructionsf  given. 
These  have  been  received  by,  and  explained  to,  the 
public  agents.  Like  all  sudden  and  unexpected 
changes,  the  removal  of  the  present  Board  at  this 
time  would  produce  a  derangement  in  the  transaction 
of  the  business  connected  with  the  improvements, 
which  would  be  felt  throughout  the  year. 

This  Bill  provides  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners  shall  be  elected  by  the  two 
Houses  jointly,  and  each  of  the  two  others  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  separately.  A  most  serious  difficulty 
here  presents  itself  under  the  Constitution. 

The  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  first  article  pro- 
vides that  ''every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which 
the  concurrence  of  both  Houses  may  be  necessary,  (ex- 
cept on  a  question  of  adjournment),  shall  be  presented 
to  the  Governor,  and,  before  it  shall  take  effect,  be  ap- 
proved b}'  him;  or,  being  disapproved,  shall  be  re- 
passed by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  according  to  the 
rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  Bill." 

Now,  the  President  of  the  Board  is  to  be  elected  by 
both^Housesi  assembled  in  the  mode  prescribed.  He 
is  to  be  elected  by  their  vote,  and  no  provision  is  made 
for  submitting  that  vote  to  the  sanction  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. This  is  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  quoted;  and  such  a  x^ro vision  would, 
of  course,  be  null  and  void  if  I  even  signed  it.  Let 
it  not  be  said  that  the  two  Houses  elect  a  State  Treas- 
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urer  without  this  Executive  sanction.  That  is  &pe- 
eiallv  directed  in  tlie  Constitution.  Neither  can  it 
be  said  that  they  elect  a  United  States  Senator  in  the 
same  mode.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
provides  for  that  election. 

The  very  object  of  inserting  this  provision  into  the 
Constitution  doubtless  was,  to  prevent  precisely  such 
Acts  as  this  from  being  passed.  It  was  to  impose  some 
check  on  legislative  usurpation — the  most  frequent, 
oppressive  and  tyrannical  of  all  others. 

I  will  here  take  occasion  to  state  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  true  landmarks  of  legislative  and  executive 
power  established  in  the  Constitution.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  provides  that  ''the  legislative 
power  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be  vested  in  a 
General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives.'^  The  eleventh  section  of 
the  same  article  provides  that  "  each  House  shall 
choose  its  Speaker  and  other  officers;  and  the  Senate 
shall  also  choose  a  Speaker  pro  tempore,  when  the 
Speaker  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Governor."  The 
thirteenth  section  of  the  same  article  provides,  that,  in 
addition  to  certain  other  authorities,  each  House  "shall 
have  all  other  powers  necessary  for  a  branch  of  the 
Legislature  of  a  free  State."  By. the  fourth  article, 
the  sole  power  of  impeaching  is  vested  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  power  of  trying  all  impeach- 
ments in  the  Senate.  "The  Governor,  and  all  other 
civil  officers  under  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  liable 
to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in  office.^' 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  sixth  article,  "a  ^tate 
Treasurer  shall  be  elected  annually  by  joint  vote  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature." 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  same  article,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  "all  officers  w^hose  election  or  appointment 
is  not  provided  for  in  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected 
or  appointed  as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  No  person 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  office  within  any  county  who 
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shal  not  have  been  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  therein 
one  year  next  before  his  appointment,  if  the  county 
shall  have  been  so  long  erected;  but,  if  it  shall  not 
have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within  the  limits  of 
the  county,  or  counties,  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been 
taken.  No  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  or 
any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  or  appoint- 
ment of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  hold  or  exercise  any  office  any  of- 
fice in  this  State,  to  which  a  salary  is,  or  fees  or  per- 
quisites are,  by  law  annexed ;  and  the  Legislature  may 
by  law  declare  what  State  offices  are  incompatible. 
No  member  of  the  Senate,  or  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  any 
office  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected." 

This  section,  it  will  be  observed,  prohibits  the  Gov- 
ernor from  appointing  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  office,  but  does  not  ex- 
tend that  prohibition  to  the  Legislature  itself — evi- 
dently contemplating  that  the  Legislature  had  not, 
and  could  not  have  the  power  to  appoint  to  office, 
further  than  that  power  is  distinctly  conferred  in  the 
Constitution  itself.  The  clause  that  "all  officers, 
whose  election  or  appointment  is  not  provided  for  in 
the  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  shall 
be  directed  by  law,"  simply  means  that  it  shall  be 
directed  by  law.  What  authority  recognized  by  the 
Constitution  as  possessed  of  the  power,  shall  elect  or 
appoint?  It  confers  no  power  on  the  Legislature,  by 
the  terms  used,  to  elect  or  appoint,  unless  some  other 
part  of  the  Constitution  bestows  that  power.  And 
this  will  be  obvious,  on  reference  to  other  provisions' 
of  the  Constitution  bearing  on  the  same  point. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article,  it  is  pro- 
vided "he  shall  appoint  a  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth during  pleasure;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and 
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"bj  and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ap- 
point all  judicial  officers  of  courts  of  record,  unless 
otherwise  provided  for  in  thisi  Constitution."  The 
agency  of  the  Senate,  in  appointments  to  office,  is  thus 
specitically  described  and  regulated,  so  as  to  exclude 
the  inference  that  it  extends  beyond  the  boundaries 
laid  down. 

From  these  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  Legislature  possesses  only  the  'legisla- 
tive power  of  this  Commonwealth,"  and  can  elect  only 
the  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  and  a  State  Treasurer. 
If  the  people  desire  to  invest  the  Legislature  with 
other  or  greater  power  of  electing  and  appointing  to 
office,  it  can  easily  be  done  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  Until  they  do,  all  Departments  of  the 
Government  must  be  content  with  such  powers  as  they 
I)ossess  under  a  legitimate  construction. 

The  appointment  to  office,  under  the  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  not  a  legislative,  but  an  executive 
power,  and  can  be  exercised  only  by  the  Executive,  or 
by  the  people  in  elections. 

The  first  section  of  article  second  is  in  these  words: 
"The  supreme  executive  powder  of  this  Commonwealth 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor." 

It  is  provided  in  section  thirteen,  of  the  same  ar- 
ticle, that  ''he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed." 

It  is  provided  in  the  tenth  section  of  the  same  ar- 
ticle, that  "he  may  require  information  in  writing,  from 
the  officers  in  the  Executive  Department,  upon  any 
subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  of- 
fices." 

The  eleventh  section  of  the  schedule  of  the  amended 
Constitution,  is  in  these  words:  "The  appointing  power 
shall  remain  as  heretofore,  and  all  officers  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Executive  Department,  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
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offices,  until  the  Legislature  shall  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  required  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  sixth  ar- 
ticle of  the  amended  Constitution  and  until  appoint- 
ments shall  be  made  under  such  laws,  unless  their  com- 
missions shall  be  superseded  by  new  appointments,  or 
shall  sooner  expire  by  their  own  limitations,  or  the 
said  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  death  or  resig- 
nation; and  such  laws  shall  be  enacted  by  the  first 
Legislature  under  the  amended  Constitution/'  These 
sections  define  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive, in  making  appointments  to  office,  and  most  clearly 
show  that,  unless  taken  away  by  the  Constitution  it- 
self, or  by  laws  passed  in  accordance  with  its  pro- 
visions, the  power  of  making  such  appointments  is 
vested  in  that  functionarv. 

The  second  section  of  the  ninth  article  declares 
"all  power  to  be  inherent  in  the  people;"  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  Constitution  does  not  vest  the  power 
of  election  or  appointment  in  some  particular  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  it  may  be  directly  exercised 
by  them,  if  directed  by  law. 

The  eleventh  section  of  the  schedule  of  the  amended 
Constitution  clearly  recognizes  the  Executive  author- 
ity on  this  subject,  and  unless  such  laws  as  are  re- 
quired by  the  eighth  section  of  the  sixth  article,  were 
enacted  by  the  first  Legislature,  under  the  amended 
Constitution,  and  those  laws  vested  election  or  ap- 
pointment of  officers  in  the  people,  it  remains  in  full 
force.  No  such  laws  were  required  or  passed,  and 
consequently  they  cannot  be  by  this  Legislature.  Hap- 
pily for  us  this  question  has  been  determined  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  both  the  Legislature  and  Execu- 
tive are  bound  by  it.  In  the  case  of  the  Common- 
wealth vs.  Leib,  9  Watts,  p.  226,  that  tribunal,  in 
speaking  on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  subsequent 
Legislatures,  whenever  a  special  power  is  enjoined  on 
the  first  Legislature,  under  the  amended  Constitution, 
62— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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says :  ^'and  if  even  there  were  a  discretion  in  the  mat- 
ter, it  is*  given  to  the  General  Assembly  at  its  first 
session,  and  to  none  other.  It  is  a  delegation  to  that 
specific  body  of  a  portion  of  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  people,  entrusted  by  them  to  the  Convention,  es- 
tablishing a  fundamental  law,  permanent  and  inde- 
feasible as  the  Constitution  itself,  partaking  of  its 
eminent  character,  and  intended  to  govern  the  conduct 
of  the  people  and  of  the  constituted  authorities." 

This  section  of  the  schedule  is  drawn  with  great 
clearness.  Its  meaning  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
The  general  power  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such 
laws  as  might  be  required  under  the  eighth  section 
of  the  sixth  article  is  expressly  limited  and  confined 
to  the  ^'first  Legislature  under  the  amended  Constitu- 
tion." 

The  great  object  of  the  amended  Constitution  was, 
to  diminish  the  power  of  the  Executive  and  enlarge 
that  of  the  people.  No  additional  power  is  vested  in 
the  Legislature;  on  the  contrary,  its  power  is  ma- 
terially abridged.  In  every  instance  in  which  it  is 
noticed,  it  is  restricted,  but  in  the  single  instance  of 
conferring  on  the  Senate  the  power  of  consenting  to 
the  appointment  of  judicial  oflQcers. 

It  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  to  see 
the  Legislature,  after  all  the  efforts  of  the  people  in 
the  amended  Constitution  to  control  and  restrain  the 
action  of  their  servants,  assuming  additional  powers — 
claiming  to  elect  or  appoint  officers  never  before  elect- 
ed or  appointed  by  them,  or  if  at  all,  but  in  a  single 
repudiated  and  abandoned  instance,  and  this  too,  with- 
out being  called  upon  by  the  people  to  do  it.  All  the 
wholesome  restraints  on  the  Governor  against  appoint- 
ing members  of  the  Legislature  to  office,  lest  it  might 
tend  to  corruption,  are  thus  broken  down,  and  the  very 
evil  guarded  against  in  the  Governor,  is  licensed  and 
made  the  means  of  bounty  to  the  members  of  the  Leg- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  979 

islature  themselves,  whose  virtue,  it  was  feared,  might 
be  too  often  and  too  easily  tempted.  This  surely  can- 
not to  be  the  true  meaning  and  design  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. If  it  is,  its  restrictions  are  mere  machines,  and 
the  power  of  the  Legislature  is  omnipotent,  as  Lord 
Coke  describes  that  of  the  British  Parliament  to  be. 

The  great  misapprehension  seems  to  me  to  be  this : — 
it  appears  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  two  Houses 
of  the  Legislature  are  in  fact  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, when  it  too  often  happens  they  are  quite 
different  things.  LTnfair  apportionment  bills — acci- 
dent— apostacy  or  deception,  may  fill  the  legislative 
seats  with  members  who  do  not  represent  the  wants 
and  opinions  of  the  ijeople.  Instances  are  not  want- 
ing, in  which  the  action  of  the  Legislature  met  with 
no  sanction  save  that  of  the  majority  of  its  members, 
while  the  indignant  reproofs  of  the  entire  comunity 
told  them  how  much  they  had  mistaken,  or  misrepre- 
sented the  public  feeling.  I  need  not  apply  this  re- 
mark to  the  present  Legislature;  there  are  others  to 
which  it  is  obviously  applicable.     To  them  I  confine  it. 

I  think  a  very  important  constitutional  principle  is 
involved  in  this  measure;  and  let  the  result  be  as  it 
may,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  my  post.  I  think  the 
election  or  appointment  of  the  Canal  Commissioners 
belongs  only  to  the  Executive,  or  to  the  people,  and 
cannot  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  without  a  gross 
usurpation  of  power;  and  so  thinking,  I  have  per^ 
formed  my  duty,  by  resisting,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Bill.  Whether  it  is  to  receive  the  con- 
stitutional form  of  a  law  depends  on  you — how  far  it 
will  be  binding,  if  it  should,  is  for  another  tribunal  to 
decide;  and  I  am  glad,  in  a  question  of  such  magni- 
tude, that  we  have  a  constitutional  umpire  to  arrest 
both  your  encroachments  and  mine,  if  we  make  any 
on  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

DAVID  K.  POETER. 

Executive  Chamber,^ April  1,  1843. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Gaylord  Church  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,   April  3,   1843. 
Gentlemen : 

IHEKEBY  NOMINATE  GAYLORD  CHURCH  TO 
be  President  Judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Erie, 
Crawford,  Warren,  and  Venango,  in  the  room  of  Na- 
thaniel B.  Eldred,  resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  James  L.  Gilhs  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Jefferson  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  10,  1843. 
Gentlemen: 

1  HEREBY  NOMINATE  JAMES  L.  GILLIS,  TO  BE 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Courts  of   Common 
Pleas,  in  and  for  the  countv  of  Jefferson,  in  the 
room  of  Andrew  Barnet. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Vetoing  ''A  Supplement  to  the  Act 


Providing  for  the  Election  of  State  Printers. 


>> 


Gentlemen : 

1FEEL   MYSELF  'CONSTRAINED,   BY   AN  IM- 
perious  sense  of  duty,  to  return  to  you  the  Bill, 
entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  Act  providing  for 
the  election  of  State  Printers,'^  and  will  proceed  to 
state,  with  brevity,  my  objections. 
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The  Bill  provides  for  the  meeting  of  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  in  Convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  the  public  printing  and  binding  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  to  commence  from 
the  first  day  of  July  next;  the  proposals  to  be  received 
and  opened  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Although  the  public  printing  has  of  late  years 
been  a  source  of  much  and  bitter  contention,  and  has 
also  been  attended  with  a  very  heavy  expense  to  the 
State,  I  can  perceive  nothing  in  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  to  diminish  either  the  strife  which  it  engenders, 
or  to  lessen  its  cost.  The  same  mode  of  disposing  of 
this  portion  of  the  public  patronage,  prevailed  in  this 
State  many  years  ago.  Having  myself  served  in  the 
Representative  branch  of  the  Government,  when  this 
system  was  in  operation,  I  had  full  and  ample  opportu- 
nity to  witness  its  amlost  entire  impracticability,  and 
the  numerous  evil  consequencese  which  resulted  from 
it.  The  spirit  of  competition  was  pushed  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  was  at  all  desirable,  and  scenes 
of  the  most  disreputable  rivalry  were  constantly  ex- 
hibited. Fictitious  bids  were  frequently  imposed  upon 
the  Le^slature,  by  which  it  found  itself  greatly  em- 
barrassed in  making  its  decisions,  not  knowing  either 
the  responsibility  of  the  bidder  or  his  sureties.  The 
desire  of  getting  hold  of  the  public  printing,  at  all 
hazards,  frequently  induced  individuals  to  undertake 
it  at  a  price  far  below  the  cost  of  its  execution;  and 
having  once  secured  it,  their  dependence  was  placed 
upon  the  generosity  of  some  succeeding  Legislature, 
for  additional  remuneration.  Not  unfrequently  the 
individual  to  whom  it  was  allotted,  discovering  that 
he  had  been  betrayed  into  a  bid  that  threatened  to 
ruin  to  himself  in  the  end,  found  himself  compelled 
to  abandon  his  contract;  and  the  Legislature  was  put 
to  the  necessity  of  selecting  other  men  to  finish  the 
work  that  had  been  but  imperfectly  prosecuted.    So 
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great  were  the  difficulties  of  the  system,  that  the  Leg- 
islature of  1823-4,  by  the  concurrence  of  all  parties, 
abolished  it  entirely,  and  by  a  very  large  vote,  enacted 
a  law,  leaving  each  Legislature  to  select  its  own  print- 
ers; but  at  a  fixed  and  definite  compensation.  The 
latter  mode  has  prevailed  ever  since,  although  with 
various  changes  and  modifications  of  the  prices,  and 
mode  of  doing  the  work. 

In  order,  however,  to  establish  a  still  more  perfect 
and  permanent  system,  I  recommended  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  my  last  annual  message,  the  passage  of  a  law 
for  the  election  of  a  State  Printer,  for  a  period  of 
years,  allowing  him  fixed  and  reasonable  prices  for  the 
work.  I  did  so  from  a  conviction  that  such  a  law 
would  effectually  prevent  the  annoying  struggles  for 
the  printing,  witnessed  at  the  opening  of  each  succeed- 
ing Legislature,  and  that  it  would  insure  the  execution 
of  the  public  printing  with  greater  facility,  and  at 
more  economical  rates;  in  which  opinion  I  was  con- 
firmed by  the  salutary  example  of  other  States.  In 
accordance  with  this  suggestion,  such  a  law  was  passed 
at  the  present  session  and  approved  by  me  on  the  24th 
ultimo.  Before  its  provisions  are,  however,*  carried 
into  effect,  and  the  soundness  of  the  experiment  has 
been  tested,  the  present  Bill  is  presented  to  me,  which, 
if  enacted  into  a  law,  will  defeat  the  consummation 
of  the  former  law,  and  re-introduce  the  exploded  sys- 
tem of  allotment  to  the  lowest  bidder,  which  has  been 
once  tried,  and  bv  common  consent  abandoned.  To 
this  retrograde  policy  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  yield 
my  assent ;  and  I  still  think  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  the  24th  ult.,  establishing  permanently  the  of- 
fice of  State  Printer,  are  sound  and  wholesome,  and 
should  be  carried  out. 

The  time  allowed  for  the  reception  of  bids,  is,  at 
all  events,  entirely  too  short  to  admit  of  its  being 
effected  with  that  justice  and  impartiality  which  are 
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desirable.  The  session  is  now  near  its  close,  and  the 
knowledge  that  the  public  printing  is  proposed  to  be 
allotted  to  the  lowest  bidder,  has  scarcely  reached 
any  of  the  printers  residing  in  the  country.  These, 
comprising  a  host  of  patriotic  and  meritorious  men, 
would  be  wholly  excluded  from  competition,  and  the 
bidding  would  necessarily  be  confined  'exclusively  to 
the  printers  located  at  the  seat  of  Government.  If 
the  system  is  to  be  adopted  at  all,  competition  should 
be  open  to  all.  It  should  be  general,  not  partial.  This 
cannot  now  be  done,  and  hence  my  objections  to  the 
measure. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg^  April  13,  1843. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Josiah  W.  Evans  to  be  an 
Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
Montgomery  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  April  14,  1843. 
Gentlemen : 

I   HEREBY  NOMINATE  JOSIAH  W.  EVANS,  TO 
be  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  in  the  room 
of  Daniel  Jacoby,  who  declines  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Assembly  Announcmg  that  an  "Act  to  Re- 
duce the  Expenses  of  the  Government"  had  be- 
come a  law  without  the  Governor's  Signature,  and 
pointing  out  the  Objections  to  Abolishing  the  Of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 

Gentlemen  \ 

THE  BILL  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REDUCE 
the  expenses  of  Government,"  having  been  re- 
tained by  me  for  more  than  ten  days,  has  become 
a  law  without  my  signature;  and  I  return  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated.  In 
doing  so,  I  feel  myself  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  some  of  its  pro- 
visions, the  expediency  of  which  appear  to  be  at  least 
of  doubtful  character.  Those  particularly  alluded  to 
are  contained  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  Act,  by  which 
the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  has  been  abol- 
ished. The  pecuniary  saving  to  the  Commonwealth, 
produced  by  this  part  of  the  law,  is  insignificant  in 
amount  when  compared  to  the  confusion  and  injury 
to  land  titles  in  Pennsylvania  likely  to  result  from  it. 
By  abolishing  this  office,  established  under  the  Proprie- 
tary Government  and  continued  in  use  ever  since,  the 
checks  and  guards  upon  the  office  of  Surveyor  General 
are  removed,  and  no  means  have  been  left  for  the  de- 
tection of  error  or  omissions  that  might  arise  from  neg- 
lect, accident,  or  fraud.  Hitherto  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  to  keep  a  register  of 
the  warrants  issued,  which,  with  the  account  of  mo- 
neys paid  for  them,  would  be  legal  evidence  of  a  war- 
rant having  issued,  in  case  the  papers  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General  should  be  lost  or  destroyed  by 
accident  or  otherwise. 

Returns  of  surveys  made  to  the  Surveyor  General, 
have  heretofore  been  certified  by  that  officer  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  who,  in  his  turn,  certified 
to  the  State  Treasurer  the  amount  of  purchase  money 
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and  fees  due  upon  them;  on  the  payment  of  which  to 
the  last  named  officer  and  presentation  of  his  receipt 
for  the  same  to  the  Surveyor  General,  a  patent  was 
issued  to  the  person  applying  for  it. 

It  was  also  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office  to  return  monthly  to  the  Auditor  General  an  ac- 
curate account  of  the  moneys  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury  for  lands.  By  the  provisions  referred  to,  this 
whole  system,  which  has  been  in  use  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury, has  been  abolished,  and  the  guard  which  it  placed 
over  the  issue  of  warrants  and  patents,  and  the  secur- 
ity which  it  afforded  for  the  payment  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  money  arising  from  their 
issue,  has  been  removed. 

Feeling  persuaded  that  the  Legislature  could  not 
have  had  all  these  consequences  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  its  members,  or  they  would  not  have  con- 
sented thus  to  jeopard  the  titles  of  the  land  holders  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  am  constrained  at  this  time  to  allude 
to  them;  and  respectfully^,  but  earnestly  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  an  early  modification  or  repeal  of  that 
portion  of  the  law  which  is  calculated  to  be  produc- 
tive of  the  evils  mentioned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  17,  1843. 


Reply  to  an  Invitation  to  Join  with  the  Democracy 
of  Philadelphia  in  a  Celebration  of  Independence 
Day,  with  Remarks  on  the  Governor's  Own  Rela- 
tion to  Pennsylvania  Democracy. 

Harrisburg,   3d  July,   1843. 
Gentlemen: 

[REGRET    EXCEEDINGLY    THAT    UNAVOID- 
able  engagements  compel  me  to  forego  the  plea- 
sure of  accepting  your  kind  invitation  to  unite 
with  the  Democracy  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
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delphia  in  celebrating  the  present  anniversary  of  our 
national  independence.  This  regret  is  heightened 
when  I  reflect  how  much  is  due  to  the  constancy,  firm- 
ness and  fidelity  of  the  Democracy  of  Philadelphia,  at 
all  times,  and  under  all  the  forms  in  which  federal 
blandishment  and  power  can  address  them.  I  feel 
no  small  degree  of  gratification  at  the  favorable  terms 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  speak  of  my  public  ser- 
vices. Surrounded  by  extraordinary  difficulties,  beset 
on  all  sides  with  the  most  violent  and  rancorous  op- 
ponents, division  weakening  and  disheartening  my 
political  friends,  I  have  constantly  experienced,  since 
I  have  held  the  station  to  which  the  partiality  of  my 
democratic  brethren  elevated  me,  how  much  I  stood 
in  need  of  the  candid  and  dispassionate  judgment  of 
my  fellow  citizens.  There  has  been  scarcely  a  leading 
measure  presented  for  my  sanction  or  rejection,  in 
which  I  could  hope  to  please  all,  or  indeed  a  majority 
of  the  community.  In  these  emergencies  I  have  in- 
variably acted  on  one  system  of  policy.  I  have  given 
each  measure  the  most  careful  consideration,  and  pur- 
sued  that  course  which  my  judgment  approved.  My 
vindication  I  cheerfully  leave  in  the  hands  of  my  fel- 
low citizens,  when  time  has  tested  the  propriety  of  my 
course.  Prejudice  will  soon  die  away,  political  dem- 
agogues will  vanish  from  the  stage  of  action,  the  vio- 
lence and  madness  of  ignorant  theorists  will  give  place 
to  the  "second  sober  thought  of  the  people,"  personal 
calumny  and  scurrility  will,  together  with  their  au- 
thors, be  cast  into  the  political  sewer,  loathed  and  de- 
spised; and  when  that  period  arrives,  I  know  full  well 
my  fellow  citizens  will  do  me  justice.  Others,  far 
more  worthy  than  myself,  have  passed  through  this  or- 
deal, and  I  follow  them  without  repining.  You  are 
perfectly  correct  in  supposing  that  I  am  not  quite  so 
ignorant  of  the  staunch  character  of  the  Democratic 
party,  with  which  I  have  acted  from  boyhood,  as  to 
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tbink  any  man,  however  high  and  respected,  could 
transfer  it  to  the  suport  of  men  or  measures  it  did  not 
approve.  The  charge  that  1  have  projected  such  a 
transfer  of  the  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania  could  orig- 
inate only  in  the  grossest  ignorance  or  the  bitterest 
rancor.  I  have  not  yet  reached  that  state  of  mental 
aberration  which  would  be  clearly  implied  by  such 
an  attempt.  I  know  well  it  would  result  in  my  own 
discomfiture,  and  in  richly  earning  the  contempt  of 
those  I  undertook  to  transfer.  But  can  it  be  possible 
there  is  an  considerable  number  of  our  fellow  citizens 
whose  credulity  is  weak  and  silly  enough  to  swallow 
this  groundless  fabrication.  I  trust  even  its  unprin- 
cipled retailers  do  not  expect  it  to  be  believed.  There 
is  not  a  human  being  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who 
can  say  such  an  attempt  was  ever,  directly  or  indirectly 
by  me  made.  It  will,  however,  answer  its  end.  It 
was  designed  to  swell  the  popular  clamor  sought  to 
be  raised  against  me  and  some  others,  by  those  who 
dare  not  openly  avow  that  they  assail  me  because  I 
thought  others  had  at  least  equal  claims  to  official 
promotion,  and  I  did  not  think  the  public  welfare 
would  be  advanced  by  allowing  them  to  thrust  their 
hands  unlawfully  into  the  public  Treasury.  The  pre- 
text for  this  idle  charge  is,  that,  as  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  of  Pennsylvania,  I  have  not  joined  in 
the  tirade  of  abuse  heaped  on  the  Chief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  Union.  I  have  not  felt  myself  called 
upon  to  become  the  eulogist  or  the  censurer  of  that 
distinguished  gentleman.  Elected  by  the  opponents 
of  the  Democratic  party,  I  think  he  has,  notwithstand- 
ing, rendered  great  service  to  his  country,  and  to  the 
Democracy,  by  defeating  the  creation  of  a  National 
Bank  and  other  schemes  of  public  plunder  which  would 
have  surely  follow^ed  in  its  train.  By  so  doing,  he  has 
incurred  the  deepest  hatred  of  most  of  his  former  sup- 
porters. *  I  have  not  seen  in  this  any  good  reason  why 
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the  Democracy  should  join  with  them.  So  far  as  I 
am  myself  concerned,  I  seek  to  transfer  the  support  of 
the  Democracy  to  no  one;  but  I  should  feel  recreant 
to  my  duty  as  a  private  citizen,  and  a  public  officer,  if 
J  did  not  encourage  and  sustain  him  in  his  efforts  to 
administer  the  government  on  the  principles  sanc- 
tioned and  held  dear  by  the  great  fathers  of  Democracy. 
To  this  extent  and  no  further,  am  I  now,  or  shall  I 
ever  be,  the  supporter  of  the  National  Administration. 
Should  these  principles  be  disregarded,  I  shall  be 
among  the  first  to  oppose  and  condemn  it.  If  others 
differ  from  me  in  opinion,  they  entertain  very  peculiar 
notions  of  the  duty  of  Democrats  and  Patriots. 

The  strenuous  endeavors  made  by  a  few  disappoint- 
ed and  interested  individuals  to  distract  and  divide  the 
Democratic  party,  cannot  astonish  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  their  characters.  Their  pretended  hope 
is  to  set  on  foot  an  impeachment  of  me,  and  perhaps 
some  others.  They  specify  no  ground  of  complaint. 
They  can  find  none  upon  which  "my  enemies  them- 
selves being  judges,"  I  have  not  been  fully  exonerated. 
An  impeachment,  it  is  thought,  would  cast  some  odium 
on  me,  though  no  one  doubts  its  result.  If  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  desire  to  impeach  me,  I  am  ready  to 
challenge  and  meet  it.  But  while  the  clamor  for  it 
is  confined,  as  it  now  is,  in  a  degree,  to  band  of  base 
ingrates,  who  have  crept  into  public  notice  through 
my  own  misplaced  confidence,  I  can  view  it  with  no 
other  feeling  but  of  contempt.  Did  the  world  know 
these  persons  as  I  do,  this  reference  to  them  would 
have  been  wholly  unnecessary.  I  would  thank  you 
to  present  the  accompanying  sentiment  to  the  Dem- 
ocracy of  Philadelphia,  celebrating  with  you  the  birth- 
day of  our  National  Independence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fellow  citizen, 

DAVID  E.  POETER. 

The  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  It  owns  no  master; 
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it  needs  no  dictator;  it  abhors  all  disturbers  of  its 
harmony  and  peace;  it  can  judge  for  itself,  and  will 
act  on  its  own  judgment. 


Letter  of  Regret  in  Reply  to  an  Invitation  to  a  Pub- 
lic Dinner — with  Some  Personal  Reflections. 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  2,  1843. 
Gentlemen : 

1  RECEIVED  YOUR  VERY  KIND  AND  FLATTER- 
ing  invitation  of  the  20th  ultimo,  to  partake  of  a 
public  entertainment  at  the  Exchange  Hotel,  just 
as  I  was  on  the  eve  of  departure  from  Pittsburg;  and 
have  been  since  so  constantly  occupied  with  official 
engagements,  accumulated  during  my  absence,  as  to 
compel  me  to  postpone  an  acknowledgment  to  a  later 
period  than  I  had  intended.  Permit  me  to  return  my 
sincere  thanks  to  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  obliging 
terms  in  which  your  invitation  was  presented.  Had 
circumstances  rendered  it  practicable,  nothing  would 
have  afforded  me  greater  pleasure  than  to  have  ac- 
cepted it,  and  personally  thanked  you  for  this  wel- 
come to  your  flourishing  and  enterprising  city.  But 
a  long  absence  from  the  seat  of  government  admon- 
ished me  of  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  return. 

I  cannot  pass  over,  without  special  notice,  the  ex- 
pression of  your  '^undiminished  confidence  in  your  in- 
tegrity, ability,  and  patriotism,''  which  you  so  frankly 
made.  Under  ordinarv  circumstances,  a  word  from 
me  on  this  topic  might  savor  of  vanity;  but  when  I 
reflect  that  I  was  first  elected  by  my  fellow-citizens 
in  the  year  1815,  and  by  their  partiality  and  confidence 
I  have  occupied  some  station  of  public  trust  almost 
constantly  from  that  period  to  the  present;  and  when 
we  look  around  and  find  so  very  few  who  have  wea- 
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thered  the  political  storm  so  long;  I  am  sure  the  ex- 
pression of  my  gratification  at  this  avowal  of  confi- 
dence from  so  respectable  and  enlightened  a  body  of 
gentlemen,  as  have  united  in  it,  will  not  be  miscon- 
strued. The  highest  reward  a  public  servant  can  re- 
ceive in  this  country  is  the  approbation  of  his  intelli- 
gent and  virtuous  fellow-citizens,  and  next  to  the 
peace  of  his  own  conscience  none  can  inspire  him  with 
greater  pleasure.  I  have  lived  too  long  and  witnessed 
too  many  of  the  vicissitudes  of  political  fortune  not 
to  estimate  at  its  true  value,  the  detraction  of  polit- 
ical foes,  and  of  ungrateful  friends.  It  lives  out  its 
day  and  perishes  with  its  authors.  An  boniest  man 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  public  expression  deliberately 
framed,  however  it  may  be,  for  a  season,  abused  and 
tampered  with.  To  this  tribunal  have  my  acts  and  char- 
acter been  submitted  for  a  period  now  approaching 
nearly  thirty  years;  and  now  as  the  close  of  my  Con- 
stitutional term  of  office  approaches  I  abide  the  issue 
with  that  assurance  which  conscious  integrity  never 
fails  to  give. 

With  very  great  respect  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your 
obliged  fellow-citizen. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

To  'Messrs.  McCandless,  J.  C.  Cummins,  John  B.  But- 
ler, C.  Shaler,  J.  S.  Croft,  James  Gray,  4th  Street, 
Wm.  Porter,  W.  B.  Foster,  R.  H.  Kerr,  and  others. 
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Proclamation  of  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving — 1843. 

Pennsylvania  S9. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority of  tlie   Commonwealtli  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  it  is  becoming  that 
we  as  dependent  creatures 
should  acknowledge  with 
Thanksgiving  the  favors  con- 
ferred upon  us  by  our  benefi- 
cent Creator,  and  that  with  due  humility  we  should 
supplicate  the  continuance  of  His  blessings:  I  there- 
fore no  less  from  a  conviction  of  its  propriety  than  in 
accordance  with  the  express  wishes  of  a  large  number 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  do  issue  this  Proclamation  recom- 
mending that  Thursday,  the  21st  day  of  December,  in- 
stant, be  set  apart  by  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  prayer,  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Al- 
mighty God :  That  they  abstain  on  that  day  from  their 
wordly  occupations,  and  unite  in  devout  expressions 
of  gratitude  to  the  giver  of  all  good  for  the  blessings 
of  peace,  the  general  prevalence  of  health,  fruitful 
seasons,  the  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  above  all  for  the  blessings  of  salvation  so  richly 
vouchsafed  to  us:  And  that  they  humbly  beseech  Him 
that  He  continue  these  mercies  tow^ard  us;  that  our 
land  may  yield  us  her  fruits  of  increase,  that  a  sacred 
regard  for  our  responsibilities,  individual  and  public 
may  be  cherished,  and  by  His  blessing  all  our  obliga- 
tions faithfully  discharged;  that  vice  and  wickedness 
mav  be  restrained  and  everv  social  and  moral  virtue 
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promoted;  and  that  He  inspire  us  with  a  due  sense 
of  gratitude  to  himself  as  the  source  from  whence  all 
these  blessings  are  derived. 

Given  under  mv  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Harrisburg,  this  second  day  of  December,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-three,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor: 

[Signature  cut  out.] 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1844. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

THE  FIRST  AND  MOST  IMPORTANT  DUTY 
that  devolves  upon  the  Legislature,  will  be  to 
examine  into  the  linancial  embarrassments  of 
the  State,  and  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  dis- 
charge of  her  liabilities.  The  entire  amount  of  the 
funded  debt  of  the  State,  is  |39,084,000.40.  This  debt 
is  reimbursable  as  follows: 

In  the  year  1841, |55,922  60 

"  1844, 62,500  00 

"  1846, 3,686,342  08 

"  1847, 72,335  06 

"  1850, 1,000,000  00 

"  1853, 2,000,000  00 

"  1854, 3,000,000  00 

«  1856, 2,783,161  88 

"  1858, 7,070,661  44 

«  1859, 1,250,000  00 

«  1860, 2,648,680  00 

"  1861,.' 120,000  00 

«  1862, 2,265,400  00 

«  1863, 200,000  00 


a 
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In  the  year  1864, 3,385,076  66 

1865, 1,829,600  00 

1868, 2,524,000  00 

1870, 1,946,215  65 

Loan  payable  at  the  expiration  of  cer- 

bank   charters,    569,503  50 

$36,469,398  87 

Interest  due  1st  August,  1843,  for  which 
certificates  of  stock  were  issued,  re- 
deemable in  1843, 866,625  53 

Interest  due  1st  February,  1843,  redeem- 
able  in   1846,    873,988  00 

Interest  due  1st  August,  1843,  redeem- 
able  in   1846,    873,988  00 

Total, 139,084,000  40 


Upon    this   debt   the   annual   interest   to   be   paid 
amounts  to  |1,941,827.23,  to  wit: 

Permanent  loan  at  6  per  cent., |1,946,944  33 

Permanent  loans  at  5  per  cent., 32,683,189  86 

Permanent  loans  at  4J  per  cent., 200,000  00 

Relief  notes  at  1  per  cent.,   1,467,628  68 

Relief  notes  at  6  per  cent., 171,636  00 

Arrears  of  interest  due  to  our  loan 
holders  in  August,  1842,  and  Febru- 
ary and  August,  1843,  at  6  per  cent.,  2,614,601  53 


139,084,000  40 


There  is  also  due  to  domestic  creditors,  on  certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  Auditor  General,  the  sum  of  |206,- 
461.00. 

For  the  interest  annually  accruing,  and  for  the  tem- 
porary debts  and  liabilities  of  the  State,  provision 

should  be  immediately  made.    The  resources  of  the 
63— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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State  are  abundant,  and  all  that  is  required  is  the  right 
disposition,  and  a  judicious  and  proper  selection  of  the 
mode  in  which  these  resources  are  to  be  rendered  avail- 
able. 

The  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury,  under  existing  laws,  was  as  follows:  In 
the  year  1841,  the  amount  levied  wa-s  |416,704 .  85 ; 
there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  during  that  year,  |33,- 
202.77.  In  1842,  the  tax  levied  was  |659,512.47;  the  * 
amount  paid  in  the  same  year,  was  $486,685. 85.  In 
1843,  the  amount  levied  cannot  be  ascertained  with  ac- 
curacy, in  consequence  of  failures  on  the  part  of  the 
county  commissioners,  in  several  counties,  to  make  re- 
turns to  the  proper  office;  but,  making  an  estimate 
from  the  best  data  that  can  be  obtained,  it  will  not 
fall  short  of  |945,000.00.  The  tax  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury the  past  year,  w^as  |553,911.38.  The  assessment 
for  the  ensuing  year  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  what 
it  amounted  to  the  past  year,  provided  the  Legislature 
repeal  the  proviso  to  the  16tli  section  of  the  Act  of 
27th  July,  1842,  entitled  ''An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government,  payment  of  the 
interest  upon  the  State  debt,"  &c.,  which  limits  the 
assessment  of  the  increased  tax  to  one  year.  Unless 
provision  be  immediatel}^  made  for  continuing  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  that  tax,  our  financial  dif- 
ficulties must  be  increased,  and  the  consequences  be 
most  disastrous  to  our  State  credit. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that 
nearly  a  million  of  dollars,  arising  from  taxation,  re- 
mains unpaid;  and  there  is  no  authority  vested  in 
the  Executive,  by  law,  to  enforce  its  collection.  I 
have  re])eatedly  recommended  to  the  Legislature,  the 
adoption  of  some  legal  method  of  compelling  county 
commissioners,  collectors  and  treasurers,  to  perform 
their  duties;  but,  thus  far,  no  legislation  has  been  had 
upon  the  subject.     In  the  present  defective  state  of 
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the  law,  every  temptation  is  held  out  to  delinquents 
to  persevere  in  setting  at  naught  its  injunctions.  Per- 
mit me  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  this  subject,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  evil 
will  be  remedied. 

The  whole  receipts  from  our  public  improvements, 
beyond  the  payment  for  repairs,  and  the  expenses  of 
their  charge  and  management,  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  amount  to  |482,657.34. 

The  current  expenses  of  government,  including  the 
permanent  appropriation  to  common  schools,  and  other 
purposes,  may  be  estimated  at  about  |750,000 .  00.  The 
resources  of  the  State,  independent  of  taxation,  and 
the  receipts  from  the  public  improvements,  at  about 
1400,000.00.  From  an  examination  of  all  these  re- 
ceipts and  liabilities  of  the  State,  supposing  the  tax 
levied,  under  existing  laws,  to  be  punctually  collected 
and  paid  over,  there  would  be  an  annual  deficit  of 
about  1850,000.00,  independent  of  the  balance  due  to 
domestic  creditors;  for  the  punctual  payment  of  all 
which,  the  State  is  bound  by  every  obligation  of  faith 
and  honor.  After  a  most  careful  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject,  I  have  been  unable  to  devise  any  other 
mode  of  meeting  this  responsibility,  than  that  of  aug- 
mented taxation. 

I  took  occasion  in  my  annual  message,  transmitted 
to  the  Legislature  on  the  8th  of  January,  1840,  to 
speak  upon  this  subject,  in  the  following  pointed  and 
unequivocal  words.  I  beg  leave  to  quote  them,  be- 
cause I  have  reiterated,  in  every  annual  message  to 
the  Legislature  since,  substantially  the  same  senti- 
ments; and  I  desire  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  whole  world  to  know,  if  there  be  ground  to  charge 
remissness  of  duty,  to  whom  the  fault  is  to  be  justly 
attributed: 

"In  expressing  my  own  opinion  in  favor  of  a  resort 
to  taxation,  I  do  it  with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of 
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reluctance;  but  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  citizen 
of  the  Commonwealth,  that  his  house,  his  farm,  and  his 
property,  are  all  pledged,  beyond  possibility  of  release, 
to  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  State  debt,  and  the  in- 
terest thereon  accruing,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation 
with  the  loan  holders.  Nor  is  this  the  worst  view  of 
our  situation.  The  State  has  been  actually  compound- 
ing, for  years  past,  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a 
half  of  interest,  annually;  and  the  question  is  now  sub- 
mitted, whether  we  are  thus  to  continue  adding,  half 
yearly,  this  enormous  amount  of  interest  to  the  prin- 
cipal of  our  State  debt,  and  continue  in  this  pusillan- 
imous course  of  policy,  from  year  to  year,  of  shuffling 
off  the  evil  day,  and  entailing  this  frightful  legacy  on 
posterity?  It  is  a  reproach  on  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  suppose  they  can  be  longer  kept  in  the 
dark,  in  regard  to  the  situation  in  which  we  find  them. 
All  they  want  to  know,  to  ensure  a  ready  compliance 
with  this  indispensable  call  upon  their  patriotism,  is 
to  know  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  The  experience 
of  more  than  half  a  century,  fortifies  me  in  the  belief, 
that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this  great  Common- 
wealth, is  rarely  appealed  to  in  vain.  In  assuming  the 
responsibility  of  recommending  this  measure,  I  am 
fully  sensible  of  what  is  to  be  encountered,  and  aware 
of  the  consequences  that  are  to  follow ;  and  if,  in  this 
expression  of  the  honest  convictions  of  my  own  mind, 
and  the  fearless  discharge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on 
me,  I  shall  not  bi  borne  out  by  my  fellow-citizens,  I 
shall  at  least  have  the  consolation  to  know,  that  I 
have  done  that  which  I  conscientiously  believe  to  be 
right,  and  which  I  think  will  bear  the  reflection  of 
after  years.  The  time  for  evasion  is  gone;  the  public 
mind  has  been  too  long  fed  with  miserable  expedients. 
The  time  for  action  is  at  hand.  Our  country  expects 
every  man  to  do  his  duty,  and  he  that  has  not  nerve 
enough  for  the  crisis,  should  give  place  to  those  better 
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fitted  for  the  emergency.  Neither  the  present  Legis- 
lature, nor  myself,  had  anything  to  do  with  contracting 
this  debt — it  is  fixed  on  us  by  those  who  have  gone 
before  us;  and  the  r^ame  rule  *>f  prudence  and  sound 
policy,  that  would  govern  the  conduct  of  a  private  in- 
dividual, holds  equally  good  in  the  case  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, under  this  state  of  things'.  The  private 
individual  would  tax  his  industry  and  his  property,  to 
the  utmost,  to  pay  off  a  debt,  and  the  interest  upon  it, 
that  was  consuming  the  avails  of  his  industry  and  his 
substance;  so,  also,  it  seems  to  me,  should  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  wise  and  judicious  people.  Taxation 
would  pay  the  interest — it  would  eventually  consti- 
tute a  sinking  fund  to  pay  off  the  principal  of  the  State 
debt,  and  should  be  continued  till  the  income  of  the 
public  improvements  would  render  longer  taxation 
unnecessary.  The  crisis  demands  the  exercise  of  the 
most  far-reaching  sagacity,  the  calmest  judgment,  and 
the  most  fearless  patriotism.  I  am  sure  the  Legisla- 
ture will  meet  it  in  the  right  spirit-,  to  disarm  it  of 
its  perils.  Coming,  as  you  do,  from  all  quarters  of  the 
State,  and  l^ossessing  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  and  wants  of  I'^e  people  than  I  can,  I 
most  cheerfully  surrender  this  important  subject  to 
you,  satisfied  that  prudence  and  justice  will  direct  your 
action  upon  it." 

I  used  strong  terms  in  speaking  to  the  Legislature 
on  this  subject  at  that  time,  because  it  was  an  hour 
of  darkness,  uncertainty  and  alarm.  The  explosion  of 
the  banks,  the  paralysis  of  the  business  energies  of  the 
country,  and  the  murmurings  of  those  whose  ambition 
seeks  no  higher  aim  than  that  of  finding  fault,  were 
all  calculated  to  deter  even  honest  men  from  faithfully 
performing  their  duty.  So  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I 
was  resolved  that  both  my  opinions,  and  my  course, 
should  be  openly  avowed  and  clearly  understood. 
Four  years  have  now  elapsed ;  time  has  been  given  to 
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the  excited  to  become  calm,  to  the  timid  to  become 
self-possessed,  and  for  factious  partizans  to  see  the 
error  of  their  way.  I  look  back  with  pleasure  on  my 
course,  because,  as  I  had  no  doubt  from  the  beginning, 
I  have  been  triumphantly  sustained  by  the  honest  yeo- 
manry of  Pennsylvania.  They  have  borne,  without 
repining,  every  burthen  that  was  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  honor  of  the  State,  and  they  are  ready  to  en- 
dure yet  greater  sacrifices,  if  they  be  necessary,  for 
the  same  cause. 

It  has  of  late  been  fashionable  in  certain  quarters,  to 
denounce  Pennsylvania,  and  cite  her,  as  an  example 
in  point,,  to  sanction  the  reproach  which  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  cast  upon  the  American  people,  of 
seeking  to  carry  into  practical  operation  the  scheme 
of  repudiating  their  public  debts.  Those  who  have  cir- 
culated and  believed  this  calumny,  betrayed  a  degree 
of  ignorance,  both  of  the  character  of  our  people  and 
of  the  course  of  her  legislation,  which  is  truly  surprising. 
On  every  occasian,  the  liability  of  the  State  has  been 
frankly  avowed,  both  by  her  Executive  and  Legisla- 
tive departments;  and  although  the  recommendations 
of  the  Executive,  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of 
her  interest,  have  not  been  adopted  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent, yet  the  Legislature  has  passed  laws  imposing  a 
tax,  amounting  the  last  year  to  a  little  less  than  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  and  this  has  been  acceded  to  by  the 
people,  without  a  murmur  from  any  source  entitled  to 
a  moment's  consideration.  The  failure  to  pay  the  in- 
terest has  not  resulted  from  a  want  of  disposition  to 
do  so  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsyh'^ania,  but 
from  the  general  disasters  which  have  overwhelmed 
and  crippled  her,  in  common  with  almost  every  other 
government  in  the  commercial  world.  We  are  regain- 
ing our  energies,  and  recovering  from  the  embarrass- 
ments by  which  we  have  unfortunately  been  surround- 
ed.   A  very  few  years  will  enable  us  to  retrieve  all 
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that  we  have  lost,  and  to  wipe  from  our  escutcheon 
every  blot  with  which  unexpected  misfortune  has  tar- 
nished it.  Whatever  the  interested  or  evil  disposed 
may  have  asserted  to  the  contrary,  there  is  not  an 
honest  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  who  does  not  feel  the 
proud  consciousness  that  her  faith  and  integrity  can 
be  held  up  to  the  world  unsullied. 

The  valuation  of  the  real  and   personal   property 
owned  by  the  citizens  of  the  State,  ascertained  by  ref- 
erence to  the  valuation  as  taxed  for  county  purposes, 
amounts  to  about  four  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
dollars.     The  average  of  the, rate  of  this  valuation  is, 
no  doubt,  considerably  below  the  actual  value  of  the 
property  of  the  State. 
Among  the  receipts  at  the  Treasury  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  there  were  from 
tolls,  exclusive  of  motive  power,  ....        |755,155  39 

Auction   duties,    59,661  78 

Tax  on  collateral  inheritances,   22,337  05 

Dividends  on  bridge,  turnpike  and  nav- 
igation stocks,    19,161  29 

Escheats, 1,010  00 


1857,325  51 
To  which  add  the  State  tax  received,  .  553,911  38 


11,411,236  89 


This  income,  derived  from  the  above  sources,  was 
specially  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  our  public  debt;  and  on  the  faith  of  the  State's 
adherence  to  its  solemn  engagements,  those  from 
whom  the  money  was  obtained,  were  doubtless  in- 
duced to  make  the  loan.  But,  by  the  Kesolution  passed 
7th  April,  1842,  and  the  Acts  passed  27th  July,  1842, 
and  8th  April,  1843,  those  funds  were  applied  to  other 
and  different  purposes,  from  what  was  deemed,  by  the 
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Legislature,  an  imperative  necessity,  induced  by  the 
monetary  embarrassments  to  which  I  have  already  ad- 
verted. 

It  is  thus  shown  that  about  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  of  the  interest  could  have  been  paid  the  past  year, 
but  for  this  subsequent  legislation;  and  that  the  above 
sum  of  1857,325.51,  together  with  a  tax  of  le&s  than 
three  mills  on  the  assessed  value  of  real  and  personal 
estate  of  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  would 
pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  beyond  all  doubt, 
and  place  Pennsylvania  on  that  proud  eminence  which 
the  true  character  of  her  people,  and  the  resources  she 
possesses*,  designed  her  to  occupy.  But  to  satisfy  the 
people  of  the  propriety  of  this  increase  of  the  tax,  as- 
surance should  be  given  that  it  would  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  State  debt,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other  object. 

There  has  been  one  objection  made  against  taxa- 
tion under  the  present  state  of  things,  which  appears 
to  be  founded  in  justice,  and  that  is,  the  manifest  un- 
fairness and  inequality  of  the  rates  of  assessment  in 
the  different  counties.  I  annex  to  this  message  a 
table  showing  the  assessments  in  the  variousi  counties 
of  the  Commonwealth,  an  examination  of  which,  will 
at  once  disclose  the  evils  that  ought  to  be  remedied. 

Most  of  our  laws  on  the  subject  of  taxes  and  revenue, 
require  revision  and  amendment.  Those  relating  to 
collateral  inheritances,  retailers  and  dealers  in  mer- 
chandize, auctions  and  auctioneers,  and  brokers,  re- 
quire revision  and  modification  to  prevent  evasions. 
Indeed  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  the  revenue  from 
these  sources  might  be  doubled.  The  county  rates  and 
levies  are  not  augmented  by  them;  nor  does  the  State 
tax  derived  therefrom,  bear  any  fair  proportion  to  that 
exacted  from  the  land  holders.  The  inequality  and 
injustice  of  the  matter  become  manifest  when  the  pro- 
ceeds derived  from  each  are  considered. 
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The  tax  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  our  State  debt,  it  has  long  been  apparent  to  me, 
should  be  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  of 
the  State,  and  a  liberal  discount  or  drawback  allowed 
for  prompt  collections  and  payment  into  the  Treasury. 
The  members  of  the  Legislature,  coming,  as  they  do, 
from  the  several  counties,  and  each  watchful  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  his  immediate  constituents, 
would  certainly  compose  a  board  every  way  competent 
to  make  that  apportionment.  A  more  unequal  one 
than  that  which  now  exists,  cannot  be  readily  devised. 
I  am  aware  that  each  and  every  object  and  mode  of 
taxation  is  more  or  less  objectionable;  but  that  should 
not  absolve  us  from  our  duty.  I  have  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  my  views  again  and  again,  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  that  it  has,  at  times,  differed  with  me,  is 
no  cause  of  complaint;  that  difference  of  opinion  hav- 
ing proceeded  from  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty. 
But,  if  the  suggestions  here  made,  do  not  seem  right 
and  proper,  permit  me  to  express  the  earnest  hope  that 
the  Legislature  will  devise  some  other  mode  less  ob- 
jectionable, and  that  it  will  not  separate  until  full  and 
ample  provision  be  made  for  the  punctual  payment  of 
the  interest  on  our  public  debt,  semi-annually,  as  it 
becomes  due,  and  thus  smooth  the  way  for  those  who 
may  come  after  us  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  taxation,  it  may  be 
well  to  take  a  relative  view  of  the  taxes  received  at  the 
Treasurv,  for  the  last  three  vears,  and  the  amount  an- 
nually  paid  out  to  the  several  counties,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education. 
The  taxes  received  in  1841,  amounted 

to,     133,292  77 

The  taxes  received  in  1842,  amounted 

to,     486,635  85 
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The  taxes  received  in  1843,  amounted 
to,     553,911  38 


11,073,840  00 


The  moneys  paid  out  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  during  the  same  years, 
amounted,  in  1841,  to, |365,766  04 

1842, 315,372  43 

1843,    \ 408,694  36 


11,089,832  83 


So  that  it  appears  more  money  has  actually  been  paid 
out  by  the  Commonwealth,  for  educating  her  people, 
than  the  amount  of  State  tax  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

It  will  be  entirely  practicable  to  make  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  semi-annual  interest,  on  and  after 
the  first  of  August  next.  And,  to  provide  for  every 
possible  contingency,  the  State  Treasurer  might  be 
authorized  to  borrow,  if  necessary,  a  sufficient  sum  to 
make  up  any  deficiency,  and  the  taxes  and  other  re- 
ceipts of  the  State,  applicable  to  the  discharge  of  in- 
terest, be  pledged  specifically  for  the  re-payment  of 
such  loan,  and  applied  as  soon  as  received. 

The  arrears  of  interest  due  in  August,  1842,  and 
February  and  August,  1843,  have  been  funded,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Acts  of  Assembly  upon  that  sub- 
ject. This  was  the  most  that  could  be  done  for  our 
creditors,  under  the  circumstances,  and  if  hereafter, 
provision  be  made  for  the  punctual  discharge  of  the 
interest,  it  will,  I  believe,  be  as  much  as  could  reason- 
ably be  expected  by  the  holders  of  our  loans. 

There  is  now  due  from  the  State  to  certain  banks 
the  sum  of  |1,467,628.68,  on  account  of  the  issue  of 
notes  under  the  act  of  4th  May,  1841,  which  bears  an 
Interest  of  one  per  cent.     By  virtue  of  the  Act  of  As- 
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sembly  passed  tlie  8th  day  of  April  last,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  domestic  creditors," 
&c.,  these  notes  are  to  be  cancelled  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  month.  The  funded 
debt  of  the  State  bears  an  interest  of  five  and  six  per 
cent,  payable  semi-annually.  If  this  cancellation  be 
continued  at  the  same  rate,  it  is  very  certain  this  in- 
terest cannot  be  paid,  as  a  large  proportion  of  taxes 
and  tolls  will  bo  paid  in  funds  of  this  description. 
It  is,  therefore,  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  which 
of  these  measures  it  is  the  policy  of  the  State  to  pur- 
sue. 

The  revenues  derived  from  the  public  works  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  although  not  realizing  the  esti- 
mates which  were  formed  at  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  have  yielded  a  very  handsome  profit  to  the 
Commonwealth  over  the  expenditures  required  for 
their  maintenance.  The  report  of  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners, which  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  to  which 
your  particular  attention  is  invited,  exhibits  in  detail 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  upon  the  several  lines 
of  canal  and  railroad.  By  that  document,  it  appears, 
that,  from  the  early  closing  of  the  canal  by  ice  in  the 
latter  part  of  1842,  and  its  late  opening  from  the  same 
cause  in  the  following  spring,  the  navigable  season  of 
1843  was  rendered  about  eight  weeks  shorter  than  that 
of  the  previous  year.  A  combination,  likewise,  took 
place  among  the  boatmen  on  the  Delaware  division, 
which  existed  for  several  weeks,  putting  a  stop  to 
transportation,  and  causing  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  not  less  than  |30,000.  Notwith- 
standing these  impediments,  added  to  that  experienced 
from  the  high  floods  on  the  Juniata  in  September  last, 
the  tolls  amount  to  |1,017,841.12,  being  an  increase 
over  the  receipts  of  1842,  of  |77,627.43.  An  abstract 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  on  the  several  lines 
exhibits  the  following  result: 
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Expenditures.  Keceipts. 

Main  line, |425,036  82  |857,212  94 

Delaware  division, 22,553  92  92,265  41 

Susquehanna,   North   and 

West  Branches, 59,226  80  62,206  06 

Beaver,      Shenango      and 

French  Creek,  15,410  82  6,156  71 

1522,228  36     |1,017,841  12 
Deduct  expenditures, 522,228  36 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures,.        |495,612  76 
Deduct  drawback  on  flour  and  pork,  .  22,436  80 

1473,175  96 
Add  increase  of  stock  on  Columbia  rail- 
road,    9,481  38 

Clear  profit  of  all  the  works  for  1843, . .        |482,657  34 

The  increase  and  decrease  of  tolls  on  the  different 
lines,  as  compared  with  1842,  were  as  follows: 

Decrease.  Increase. 

Main   line,    |94,263  46 

Delaware  division, |2,193  67 

Susquehanna,   North   and 

West  Branches,   13,906  08 

Beaver,      Shenango     and 

French  Creek, 536  28  16,636  03 

Increase  in  1843,   |77,627  43 

And,  on  the  same  lines,  the  excess  of  receipts  over 
expenditures  and  all  liabilities,  Is  as  follows: 
Main  line,    |419,220  70 
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Delaware  division,  69,711  49 

Susquehanna,       North       and       West 

Branches, 2,979  26 


1491,911  45 


Beaver,   Shenango  and  French  Creek, 
excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts,  9,254  11 


Total  excess  of  receipts  over  ex- 
penditures,           1482,657  34 


From  these  statements  it  appears  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  small  excess  on  the  Susquehanna  and 
North  and  West  Branch  divisions,  the  profits  upon  the 
year's  business,  have  been  derived  from  the  main  line 
and  the  Delaware  division.  The  last  named  division 
hasi  yielded  a  profit  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of 
its  construction,  which,  but  for  the  loss  of  revenues 
sustained  from  the  combination  among  the  boatmen 
before  referred  to,  and  interruption  from  breaches, 
would  have  been  increased  to  over  seven  per  cent. 

The  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad  exhibits 
a  very  gratifying  result.  The  clear  profits  of  the  road 
over  expenditures  and  liabilities  the  past  year  amount 
to  1202,966.65 — equal  to  about  five  per  cent,  on  the 
original  cost  of  the  railway  and  the  motive  power  de- 
partment 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  7th 
March,  1843,  a  charter  was  issued,  on  the  16th  day  of 
June  last,  to  "the  Erie  Canal  Company."  The  company 
is  vigorously  prosecuting  the  work,  and  gives  fair 
promise  of  its  early  completion.  That  portion  of  the 
division  from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  town  of  New  Castle, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  charter,  remains  in  the 
possession  of  the  Commonwealth,  until  the  completion 
of  the  whole  line.  A  large  portion  of  the  expendi- 
tures on  it  during  the  year,  was  caused  by  repairs  to 
the  works  since  transferred. 
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It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  abstracts,  and  from 
a  review  of  the  details  contained  in  the  Canal  Com- 
missioner's report,  that  the  main  line  and  Delaware 
division,  can,  at  all  times,  be  made  resources  of  profit- 
able revenue  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  exercise 
of  a  proper  vigilance  over  the  disbursements.  Much 
has  been  done  towards  introducing  a  system  of  strict 
economy,  and  dispensing  with  officers,  agents  and  la- 
borers, whose  services  tend  only  to  swell  the  amount 
of  expenditures.  Tf  the  system,  thus  begun,  be  car- 
ried out  and  perfected,  all  doubt  must  vanish  as  to  the 
value  of  these  two  portions  of  the  public  works  when 
considered  as  means  of  revenue. 

To  the  more  general  introduction  of  section  boats, 
in  consequence  of  the  State  having  purchased  trucks 
for  their  conveyance  over  the  two  railroads,  may  be 
traced  the  principal  cause  of  the  increase  of  tolls  and 
tonnage  on  the  main  line.  The  experiment  has  been 
fully  tested  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  most  sanguine 
friends  of  the  system  of  individual  competition  in  the 
carrying  trade.  These  boats,  during  the  past  year 
have  prevented  combinations,  reduced  the  price  of 
freights,  increased  the  amount  of  tolls  and  tonnage, 
and  given  to  our  main  line  a  character  for  cheapness 
in  transportation,  which  must  make  it  the  principal 
avenue  to  a  market  between  the  waters  of  the  West 
and  the  Eastern  Atlantic  cities.  A  system  of  trans- 
portation which,  in  its  incipient  state,  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  such  great  benefits,  and  which  is  so  closely 
identified  with  the  prosperity  of  the  improvements  of 
the  Commonwealth,  is  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Legislature.  In  1843,  the  amount  of  tolls  paid  by 
section  boats  was  |114,227.47;  of  which  |16,651.65 
was  for  the  use  of  the  State  trucks.  To  give  efficiency 
to  the  system;  to  meet  the  demands  consequent  upon 
the  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  section  boats ; 
and  to  prevent  vexatious  delays  at  the  railroad  slips, 
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an  increase  in  the  number  of  trains  of  trucks  has  be- 
come absolutely  necessary.  As  these  additional 
trains  will  be  required  at  the  opening  of  the  spring 
business,  the  expectation  is  entertained  that  an  early 
appropriation  will  be  made  to  that  object.  iSuch  an 
appropriation  will  give  an  impetus  to  the  spring  trade, 
by  giving  an  assurance  of  promptness  in  the  delivery 
of  produce,  goods  and  merchandise;  hold  out  induce- 
ments to  further  increase  of  section  boats;  place  the 
system  upon  a  permanent  basis;  and  insure  to  the 
Commonwealth  all  the  advantages  which  must  neces- 
sarily result  from  this  improved  mode  of  transporta- 
tion over  our  disjointed  lines  of  canal  and  railroad.  I 
would  further  recommend  that  the  appropriation  be 
made  direct,  and  not  payable  out  of  the  tolls  for  the 
use  of  the  trucks,  so  as  to  enable  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioners to  make  the  purchase  on  more  economical 
terms  than  can  otherwise  be  done,  and  to  free  the  rates 
of  toll,  and  the  method  of  keeping  the  accounts  from 
their  present  complexity. 

I  will  refer  you  to  my  message,  returning,  without 
the  Executive  sanction,  a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  (Governor  to  incorporate  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  and  railroad  company,  from  Philadelphia  to 
Pittsburg,"  for  my  views  in  relation  to  the  impolicy  of 
selling  or  transferring  the  public  improvements  to 
private  companies.  I  deem  it,  however,  proper  to  add, 
'that,  although  my  own  judgment  on  this  subject  is 
perfectly  clear,  yet,  if  a  second  Legislature  deem  it 
advisable  to  concur  with  the  former  in  providing  for 
this  sale  or  transfer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  will  consider 
the  duty  incumbent  on  me  of  offering  further  resist- 
ance to  this  project;  provided  sufficient  safeguards  be 
established  to  protect  the  public  against  frauds  and 
collusions  in  the  sale,  and  to  ensure  a  proper  regard 
for  the  public  interests,  on  the  part  of  those  into  whose 
hands  they  are  subsequently  to  be  transferred. 
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No  report  has  been  made  by  the  commissioners 
named  in  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the 
Governor  to  incorporate  the  Delaware  canal  company," 
passed  i3th  April  last:  nor  am  I  in  possession  of  any 
official  information  in  relation  to  the  same. 

On  the  subject  of  the  banks  I  have  little  to  recom- 
mend. My  views  in  relation  to  the  system  have  here- 
tofore been  very  fully  expressed,  and  do  not  now  need 
reiteration.  Most,  if  not  all  the  solvent  institutions 
have  now  resumed  specie  payments;  and,  taught  by 
past  experience,  it  is  hoped  they  will  so  regulate  their 
business,  and  circumscribe  their  liabilities  within  the 
bounds  of  prudence,  that  we  shall  not  see  a  recurrence 
of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  have  for  some 
years  past  distressed  the  community.  The  gradual 
restoration  of  public  and  private  confidence,  will  en- 
able the  solvent  institutions  of  the  State  to  furnish 
a  currency  as  fast  as  required  by  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, which  will  be  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand. 

As  no  bank  charters  will  expire  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  present  executive  term,  there  will  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  enacting  laws  for  their  renewal  at  present. 
The  practice  of  renewing  acts  of  incorporation  long 
before  the  expiration  of  the  existing  charters,  is  mani- 
festly wrong,  even  where  it  may  eventually  be  con- 
sidered proper  to  continue  them.  Under  present  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  it  would  not  be  right  to  embarrass 
the  administration  of  my  successor,  by  prematurely' 
legislating  upon  subjects  that  will  belong  to  that 
period  of  the  administration  of  the  government.  The 
situation  of  the  country  and  its  business  certainly  does 
not  require  the  granting  of  any  new  bank  charters. 
Believing  that  the  evils  of  banking  are  corrected  by 
the  good  sense  of  the  community,  I  congratulate  the 
Legislature  upon  the  prospect  of  being  relieved  from 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  subject  for  the 
present  session  at  least. 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  1009 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  will  exhibit  their  condition  in  detail.  Every 
thing  calculated  to  advance  the  interest  of  this  most 
important  of  all  our  public  institutions,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  commended  to  your  attention.  The  vital  in- 
terests of  religion,  morality,  and  civil  liberty  itself,  are 
dependent  upon  the  cherishing  aid  and  enlightened 
support  imparted  to  our  common  schools  and  higher 
seminaries  of  learning.  Here  must  be  implanted  the 
seeds  of  virtue,  of  intelligence,  and  of  all  that  con- 
fers distinction  upon  our  citizens. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you.  I  took  occasion  in  my  annual  message  of 
1840,  to  say  that  ^'our  militia  system  is  a  tax,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  upon  the  State  Treasury,  which 
might  be  considerably  lessened  if  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral were  charged  with  the  duty  of  personally  super- 
intending the  system  in  its  details,  and  properly  com- 
pensated tberefor."  In  every  annual  message  since, 
I  have  urged  the  importance  of  some  attention  to  this 
subject.  The  office  of  Adjutant  General  has  been 
filled  for  several  years  by  a  gentleman  of  great  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  experience,  who  has  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  discharge  of  its  duties;  and 
it  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  that  his  .suggestions 
have  not  had  the  weight  with  the  Legislature,  to 
which  they  were  so  justly  entitled.  By  the  legislation 
of  the  last  few  years,  one  description  of  persons  after 
another  has  been  exempted  from  the  payment  of  fines, 
until  the  amount  received  at  the  Treasury,  during  the 
past  year,  falls  short  of  the  expenses  the  sum  of  |42,- 
448.50.  This  state  of  things  is  so  palpably  wrong, 
that  nothing  more  is  required  than  to  bring  the  facts 
to  your  notice,  to  ensure  an  early  correction  of  the  evil. 

Pennsylvania  has  a  force  of  upwards  of  thirty-five 
thousand  volunteers,  that  will  compare  with  any 
troops  in  this  or  any  other  country.  I  cannot  too  ear- 
64— Vol.  VI.— 4tii  Ser. 
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nestly  recommend  them  to  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Legislature. 

Under  the  Act  of  the  24th  March  last,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  create  permanently  the  office  of  State  Printer," 
Isaac  G.  M'Kinley,  and  Hiitter  and  Bigler  have  claimed 
to  be  State  Printers;  the  former  to  do  the  English, 
and  the  latter  to  do  the  German  printing  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  language  of  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
seemed  to  me  to  render  the  validity  of  this  election 
doubtful,  and  I  caused  the  question  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Attorney  General,  whose  opinion  on  the  subject 
is  herewith  transmitted  to  the  Legislature.  I  con- 
curt-ed  with  him,  and  accordingly  declined  to  approve 
the  bonds  tendered,  informing  the  parties  that  the 
whole  matter  would  be  submitted  to  the  early  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature.  Had  the  parties  interested 
reason  to  complain  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, they  might  have  applied  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
during  its  session  in  Harrisburg,  for  a  writ  of  man- 
damus, directing  the  Governor  to  approve  their  bonds, 
which  was  a  mere  ministerial  dutv,  unless  he  could 
show  some  legal  reason  for  his  refusal.  I  was  at  all 
tinies  ready  to  have  met  this  issue  before  that  tribunal, 
and  have  at  on  time  entertained  a  doubt  of  the  result, 
or  propriety  of  my  course. 

In  addition  to  the  legal  argument  presented  by  the 
Attorney  General,  which  I  regard  as  unansw^erable, 
there  are  some  other  circumstances  connected  with 
that  election,  which  make  it  peculiarly  necessary  that 
they  should  be  brought  to  your  most  serious  censidera- 
tion.  The  election  was  postponed  from  time  to  time, 
the  27th  day  of  March,  the  third  day  after  the  passage 
of  the  law,  and  on  which,  according  to  its  provisions, 
it  should  have  taken  place,  to  the  15th  day  of  April, 
on  which,  according  to  the  certificate  presented  to  me, 
it  was  made.  During  this  interval  of  time,  and  be- 
fore the  day  on  which  the  election  was  consummated. 
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I  have  been  informed,  and  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
that  negotiations  were  entered  into  and  completed  be- 
tween the  said  Isaac  G.  M'Kinley,  Hutter  <&  Bigler, 
and  other  persons,  supposed  to  have  influence  with 
members  of  the  Legislature,  by  which  large  sums  of 
money  were  paid  or  contracted  to  be  paid,  by  the  in- 
dividuals elected,  to  these  third  persons,  for  their  aid 
and  influence  in  procuring  their  election.  In  some 
instances,  as  I  have  been  assured,  the  sums  paid,  or 
contracted  to  be  paid,  depended  upon  the  number  of 
votes  procured  by  the  contracting  parties  for  the  suc- 
cessful candidates;  and  thus  was  exhibited  a  scene  of 
scandalous  bargaining  and  selling,  alike  disgraceful  to 
the  parties  concerned,  and  dangerous  to  the  purity  of 
elections.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  this  scheme  of 
office  purchasing  was  known  to  any  member  of  the 
Legislatui-e;  for,  if  it  had  been,  the  parties  concerned 
would,  I  have  no  doubt,  been  exposed,  and  conse- 
quently defeated.  As  this  transaction  more  imme- 
diately concerns  the  purity  and  honor  of  the  Legisla- 
ture itself,  I  need  only  call  your  attention  to  these 
circumstances,  and  have  no  doubt  you  will  feel  it  to 
be  your  duty  to  institute  a  thorough  investigation  into 
the  frauds  thus  practiced  upon  the  Legislature,  to 
procure  an  election.  Should  the  facts,  upon  exam- 
ination, be  found  to  be,  as  I  have  the  strongest  reason 
to  think  they  are,  can  it  be,  that  a  single  member  of  the 
Legislature  will  recognize  the  validity  of  an  election 
thus  procured?  Let  it  be  known  that  candidates  can 
resort  to  such  measures  to  accomplish  their  purposes, 
and  there  is  an  end  to  all  confidence  and  respect  for 
our  Legislatures.  It  is  one  of  the  elementary  princi- 
ples of  every  enlightened  system  of  jurisprudence,  that 
fraud  vitiates  every  contract  into  which  it  enters;  and, 
in  every  stage  of  completion,  these  contracts  are  ar- 
rested as  soon  as  the  fraud  is  discovered.  There  can 
be  no  fraudulent  practice  more  odious  than  one  like 
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this,  striking  at  the  purity  of  legislation,  and  I  am 
confident  the  representatives  of  the  people  will  apply 
a  thorough  corrective,  the  instant  they  are  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts. 

No  inconvenience  has  arisen  thus  far,  nor  detriment 
to  the  public  interest,  from  my  refusal  to  approve  the 
bonds  offered  by  the  individuals  claiming  to  have  been 
elected.  The  portion  of  the  law,  therefore,  pointing 
out  the  mode  of  electing  State  Printers,  not  having 
been  complied  with,  the  matter  rests  with  you  to  make 
such  provision  on  this  subject,  as  you  believe  the  public 
welfare  requires.  The  frauds  practiced  upon  the  pub- 
lic by  some  of  those  persons  entrusted  with  the  public 
printing,  the  last  few  years,  are  too  palpable  and  no- 
torious to  pass  unnoticed,  and  whatever  measures  the 
Legislature  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  will,  I  trust, 
provide  security  against  their  recurrence. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  her  sister  States  to  as- 
sume, that  Pennsylvania,  in  her  geographical  position, 
and  in  her  mineral  and  agricultural  resources,  is 
surpassed  by  none  in  the  Union.  Her  population,  for 
hardy  and  effective  industry,  presents  a  model  worthy 
of  all  praise;  and  this  industry,  devoted  to  a  constant 
development  of  her  vast  mineral  wealth,  cannot  fail, 
in  good  time,  to  produce  the  most  astonishing  results. 

There  is  hardly  a  mountain  or  valley  within  her  bor- 
ders, that  does  not  abound  in  deposites  of  coal  or  iron. 
Our  canals  and  railroads  penetrate  almost  every  one 
of  these  mineral  regions,  and  furnish  them  with  a 
cheap  and  ready  highway  to  market. 

If  those  entrusted  with  the  guardianship  of  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  but  true  to  their  trust,  the  day  is  not 
far  distant,  when  Pennsylvania  must  become  the  great 
workshop  of  the  American  Union,  for  the  production 
of  coal  and  iron,  and  the  fabrics  constructed  from  these 
materials.  If  these  great  interests  are  surrendered 
to  some  imaginary,  theoretic,  Arcadian  scheme  of  free. 
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trade,  we  may  still  continue  to  serve  ast  hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  foreign  capitalists  and 
artizans,  and  our  incalculable  mineral  deposites  may 
lie  useless  for  ages.  I  trust,  however,  the  people  of 
this  Commonwealth  will  never  be  seduced  into  a  sac- 
rifice of  their  dearest  rights. 

The  policy  of  standing  by  her  own  interests,  has 
been,  for  the  last  half  century,  too  deeply  fixed  in 
Pennsylvania,  to  be  abandoned  without  a  struggle; 
and  those  of  her  public  servants  who  would  advise 
the  surrender  of  any  of  her  staple  productions,  with- 
out the  fostering  succor  of  the  government,  will  soon 
find  on  how  mistaken  an  estimate  of  popular  feeling 
they  have  relied.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  reciprocity  of 
trade,  when  England  will  not  receive  our  flour  under 
a  prohibitory  duty  of  less  than  three  dollars  per  barrel, 
for  us  to  receive  her  coal  and  iron  free,  or  nearly  so,  of 
dutv. 

Free  trade  and  reciprocity  of  duty,  like  the  golden 
rule,  are  beautiful  and  benign  in  theory,  and,  if  uni- 
versally carried  out  in  practice,  would  render  man- 
kind better  and  more  acceptable  to  their  Maker;  but, 
unhappily,  this  obligation  is  voluntary,  and  is  assumed 
only  by  the  less  crafty  and  grasping  of  men  and  na- 
tions who  are  used  for  their  own  ends  by  the  rest. 
This  fundamental  truth  is  taught  by  all  history,  and 
was  familiar  to  our  fathers.  Come  what  may,  we  can- 
not desert  the  standard  of  Pennsylvania;  and  I,  for 
one,  have  battled  under  it  too  long  to  see  it  struck 
without  a  manly  effort  to  uphold  it.  If  we  are  true 
to  ourselves,  and  those  who  come  after  us  but  do 
their  duty  without  shrinking,  Pennsylvania  will  soon 
be  placed  in  her  true  position. 

Our  agriculturists,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and 
every  class  of  our  citizens,  are  alike  interested  in  a 
steadfast  adherence  to  the  policy  of  protecting  and  en- 
couraging our  own  peculiar  State  productions;    for 
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on  this  policy  rests  our  hopes  of  future  greatness  and 
independence.  A  permanent  home  consumption  is, 
after  all,  the  only  market  on  which  our  farmers  and 
other  producers  can  always  depend  for  a  steady  de- 
mand for  their  commodities,  without  the  fluctuations 
of  price  that  will  ever  attend  foreign  markets.  It  will 
atford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  you,  in 
giving  the  most  effective  support  to  it,  both  in  our  do- 
mestic and  national  legislation,  so  far  as  may  be  com- 
patible with  our  duty. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  subject  that  requires 
to  be  specially  brought  to  your  notice,  although  there 
are  a  number  of  minor  importance,  referred  to  in  my 
former  messages,  on  which  no  legislative  action  has 
been  taken.  I  have  discharged  my  duty  by  submitting 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  shall  be  ready,  at  all  times,  to  unite  with 
them  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  in  relation  to 
them,  and  other  matters,  as  are  deemed  conducive  to 
the  public  good. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Excutive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  3,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  ''An  Act  Relative  to  Trucks 
for  the  Transportation  of  Section  Boats,  and  for 
Other  Purposes." 

1    HEREWITH   RETURN   TO   THE   SENATE,   IN 
which  it  originated,  the  Bill,  entitled  "An  Act 
relative  to  trucks  for  the  transportation  of  section 
boats,  and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  presented 
to  me  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

The  business  upon  the  main  line  of  the  improve- 
ments of  Pennsylvania  during  the  past  year  has  fully 
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established  the  fact,  that  the  system  of  transporta- 
tion by  section  boats,  is  the  one  best  adapted  to  the 
mixed  character  of  our  line  of  communcation.  Cre- 
ating, as  it  does,  individual  competition  in  the  carry- 
ing trade,  breaking  up  combinations,  and  doing  away 
with  the  expense  of  frequent  transhipments,  it  has 
attracted  and  must  necessarily  continue  to  attract,  to 
our  improvements,  by  its  tendency  to  restrict  freights 
to  fair  prices,  a  large  amount  of  produce  and  merchan- 
dize, which,  under  the  old  monopoly  system  of  trans- 
portation, would  be  compelled  to  seek  a  market  through 
other  channels.  A  system  which  has  produced  re- 
sults so  beneficial  to  the  public  treasury,  and  which  is 
so  strictly  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, by  enabling  all  classes  of  citizens  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  of  a  business,  the  profits  of 
which  have  hitherto  been  restricted  to  a  wealthy  few, 
deserves  at  least  the  fostering  care  of  the  government. 
To  break  it  down,  or  to  retard  its  progress,  by  the  im- 
position of  onerous  or  unequal  tolls,  would  be  an  act 
detrimental  alike  to  the  public  revenues  and  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  community  at  large. 

The  Bill  which  has  been  presented  for  my  approval, 
raises  the  rates  of  toll  upon  section  boats  using  the 
State  trucks,  to  nearly  double  the  amount  of  those 
levied  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and 
paid  during  the  past  year.  If  any  inequality  exists 
in  the  present  scale  of  tolls  which  operates  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  section  boats  over  burthen  cars,  the  error 
will,  no  doubt,  be  corrected  as  soon  as  such  inequality 
is  made  manifest.  It  is  not  always  practicable  to  fix 
at  once  a  rate  of  tolls  which  will  operate  equally  upon 
rival  modes  of  transportation.  Time  and  experience 
are  required  to  perfect  the  system  and  to  place  it  upon 
just  and  equitable  principles.  There  has  been  no  de- 
sign to  give  section  boats  any  undue  advantage  over 
burthen    cars.      The  trucks  upon   the  railroads   are 
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thrown  open  to  all  who  may  desire  to  use  them;  and 
the  tolls  were  fixed  at  the  period  of  the  adoption  of 
the  system  at  such  rates  as  it  was  supposed  would 
do  equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  persons  pursuing  the 
business  of  transportation  upon  our  public  works. 
How  far  that  supposition  has  been  realized  will  be 
seen  by  the  annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers, to  which  the  Legislature  is  respectfully  referred 
for  further  information  upon  this  subject.  It  appears 
by  the  reports  of  the  several  collectors  that  the 
amount  of  tolls  paid  by  section  boats  transported  over 
the  Allegheny  Portage  and  the  Philadelphia  and  Co- 
lumbia railroads  is  much  greater  than  would  have  been 
paid  upon  the  same  quantity  of  produce  and  merchan- 
dize transported  in  burthen  cars.  Besides  paying  tolls 
equal  to  those  imposed  upon  burthen  cars,  the  section 
boats  have  yielded  a  revenue  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  cost  of  their  construction.  It  is  therefore 
a  matter  for  serious  consideration,  whether  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill,  by  fixing  so  high  a  scale  of  tolls 
would  not  defeat  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in 
directing  the  purchase  of  trucks,  by  driving  every  sec- 
tion boat  from  the  public  works,  and  thereby  destroy- 
ing the  beneficial  results  which  have  been  derived  from 
the  introduction  of  individual  competition  into  the 
carrying  trade.  Such,  it  is  believed,  would  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  Bill  if  it  were  to  become  a  law.  As  the 
results  of  the  experiment  of  introducing  section  boats 
during  the  past  year  will  be  laid  before  you,  the  lights 
which  they  furnish  will  enable  the  Legislature,  or  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  to  correct  any  error  which  may 
be  found  to  exist  in  the  present  rates  of  tolls,  and  to 
secure  to  all  classes  of  transporters  their  just  and 
equal  rights. 

There  is  another  feature  in  the  Bill  w^hich  seems  to 
admit  of  strong  objections.  By  the  Act  of  the  1st 
of  July,  1842,  the  Canal  Commissioners  were  author- 
ized to  purchase  and  place  upon  the  Philadelphia  and 
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Columbia  and  tlie  Allegheny  Portage  railroads,  such 
a  number  of  trucks  for  the  transportation  of  section 
boats,  as  they  might  deem  necessary  to  sec^ure  to  ail 
classes  of  citizens,  a  fair  and  free  competition  in  the 
carrying  trade  upon  the  main  line  of  the  public  im- 
provements, and  to  establish  such  rates  and  charges 
for  the  use  of  said  trucks,  as  they  might  deem  just  and 
equitable;  the  revenue  to  be  derived  therefrom  to  be 
appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

In  pursuance  of  the  discretionary  power  vested  in 
them  by  this  Act,  the  Canal  Commissioners  established 
such  rates  and  charges  for  the  use  of  the  trucks  as 
they  deemed  just  and  equitable.  They  likewise  en- 
tered into  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  number 
of  setts  of  trucks,  pledging  the  revenues  accruing  from 
the  use  thereof,  to  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  their 
construction.  The  contractors  complied  with  the  terms 
of  their  contracts,  relying  upon  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  redeem  her  part  of  the  engagement. 
The  Bill  now  under  consideration  makes  no  provision 
for  the  payment  of  these  contractors;  but  fixes  the 
rates  of  toll  so  high  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  the 
trucks  would  be  abandoned,  and  consequently  no  rev- 
enue could  be  derived  from  their  use.  If  such  were  to 
be  the  effect  of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  a  virtual  infringe- 
ment of  existing  contracts,  entered  into  under  author- 
ity of  law;  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  no  more  than  an 
act  of  common  justice,  that  before  any  material  altera- 
tion, affecting  these  contracts  is  made  in  the  law  of 
1842,  the  public  faith  should  be  preserved  by  making 
the  necessary  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
now  due  to  the  contractors. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  withheld  my  sanction  to 
the  passage  of  the  Bill,  leaving  the  subject  to  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  .January  4th,  1844. 
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To  the  Senate  Vetoing  a  Resolution  Relative  to  Cer- 
tain Classes  of  Boats  Passing  the  Out-let  Locks  at 
Columbia." 

1  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE,  IN  WHICH  IT 
originated,  the  Resolution  entitled  ''Resolution 
relative  to  certain  classes  of  boats  passing  the  out- 
let locks  at  Columbia/^ '  conformable  to  the  twenty- 
third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution, 
with  my  objections. 

The  Resolution  was  presented  to  me  on  the  17th  day 
of  April  last,  and  on  the  next  day  the  Legislature  ad- 
journed sine  die,  without  time  being  allowed  sufficient 
for  its  examination. 

Special  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  tolls  can 
rarely,  if  ever,  be  resorted  to  with  beneficial  effects  to 
the  general  interests,  either  of  the  Commonwealth  or 
her  citizens.  At  the  commencement  of  our  system 
of  internal  improvements,  the  power  of  regulating 
the  rates  of  toll  to  be  charged  upon  produce,  merchan- 
dize, boats,  cars,  &c.,  transported  over  the  several  lines 
of  canal  and  railroad,  was  wisely  lodged  with  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners;  and  experience  has 
X>roven  the  sound  policy  of  leaving  the  Board  free  to 
act  upon  that  important  subject  untrammelled  by 
legislative  enactments.  From  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  duties  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  from 
their  various  means  of  obtaining  correct  information 
as  to  the  proper  rates  of  toll  to  be  levied,  they  must 
be  presumed  to  be  fully  competent  to  guard  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Commonwealth,  by  so  fixing  the  rates  of 
toll  as  to  produce  the  largest  amount  of  revenue,  with- 
out making  those  rates  onerous  to  the  shipper  or  trans- 
porter. If  on  the  contrary  the  tolls  should  be  fixed 
by  law,  the  Board  would  possess  no  power  to  change 
or  alter  them,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  fluctua- 
tions of  trade,  or  to  counteract  the  competition  of  rival 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  1019 

channels  of  communication.  Injury  to  the  interests, 
both  of  the  public,  and  of  individuals  who  have  in- 
vested their  capital  in  the  business  of  transportation, 
v^^ould  necessarily  be  the  result  of  the  adoption  of 
such  a  system;  because  during  nearly  a  whole  season 
of  navigation,  the  Legislature  would  not  be  in  session, 
so  as  to  apply  an  immediate  remedy  for  an  evil  exist- 
ing in  a  law  of  its  own  enactment. 

The  Kesolution  which  has  been  presented  for  my 
signature,  instructs  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  re- 
duce the  lockage  charged  upon  all  boats  navigating  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  passing  the  out-let  locks  at  Co- 
lumbia, whose  starting  point  or  destination  is  Colum- 
bia or  Wrightsville,  to  the  same  sum  as  was  exacted 
for  passing  said  locks  previous  to  the  construction  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  "Tide  Water  canal. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  reduction  directed  by 
the  Kesolution,  applies  only  to  the  boats  navigating 
the  Pennsylvania  canal.  The  citizens  residing  below 
the  eastern  termination  of  the  canal,  who  do  a  local 
business  with  Columbia,  or  forward  their  produce  to 
Philadelphia  by  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail- 
road, are  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  reduc- 
tion, and  would  consequently  be  subject  to  the  pres- 
ent charge  for  passing  through  the  out-let  locks. 

The  toll  at  the  out-let  lock  is  only  an  item  in  the  ag- 
gregate of  tolls  paid  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
canal.  During  the  past  year  the  tolls  on  boats  and 
their  cargoes  have  been  materially  reduced;  and  the 
policy  of  a  still  further  reduction,  as  is  contemplated 
by  the  Kesolution,  can  only  be  determined  by  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  business  of  the  year,  after  the 
close  of  the  navigable  season.  Up  to  the  period  of 
the  adoption  of  the  rates  of  toll,  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  reduce,  the  out-let  locks  at  Columbia  were 
a  continual  source  of  expense  to  the  Commonwealth. 
The  revenue  derived  from  their  use,  fell  far  short  of 
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paving  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  their  construction, 
and  the  charges  for  repairs  and  attendance. 

The  only  effect  of  the  passage  of  the  Resolution  into 
a  law,  would  be  a  large  decrease  in  the  revenue,  caused 
not  only  by  the  reduction  at  the  locks  referred  to, 
but  by  the  diversion  of  business  from  that  important 
portion  of  the  public  works,  the  Philadelphia  and  Co- 
lumbia railroad,  to  the  works  of  private  corporations, 
leading  out  of  the  State. 

In  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  finances 
of  the  Commonwealth,  I  cannot  consent  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  especially  when 
that  reduction  is  mainly  to  enhance  the  interest  of 
rival  works,  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. I  am  therefore  constrained  to  withhold  my 
approval  of  the  Resolution  presented  to  me;  and  have 
directed,  with  these,  my  objections. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  4,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  "An  Act  to  Enable  the  Gov- 
ernor to  Incorporate  a  Company  for  Making  an 
Artificial  Road  from  Milesburg,  in  Centre  County, 
to  Sanderson's  Mill,  in  Clinton   County." 

1  HEREWITH  RETURN  TO  THE  SENATE  IN 
which  it  originated,  the  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to 
enable  the  Governor  to  incorporate  a  company, 
for  making  an  artificial  road  from  Milesburg,  in  Cen- 
tre county,  to  Sanderson's  mill,  in  Clinton  county," 
which  was  presented  to  me  at  the  very  ch)se  of  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  with  my  rea- 
sons for  not  signing  the  same. 

My  objections  apply  to  the  third  section,  which  is 
in  these  words: 
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''That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  'Act,  the 
office  of  quarantine  master,  for  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, shall  be  abolished;  and  the  duties  heretofore 
performed  by  the  quarantine  master  shall  hereafter 
be  performed  by  the  steward  of  the  lazaretto,  who  shall 
be  allowed  such  compensation  as  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  board  of  health  may  agree  and  deter- 
mine upon;  not,  however,  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate, 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

Were  the  office,  which  this  section  proposes  to  abol- 
ish, one  of  less  importance  to  the  community,  and  of 
less  general  interest,  the  necessity  of  this  interposi- 
tion of  my  opinion  might  be  avoided.  The  present 
system  of  laws  regulating  the  health  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  bear  the  date  of  a  past  century;  have 
continued  in  operation  from  that  period  to  the  present, 
with  such  slight  modifications  and  additions,  as  exper- 
ience suggested;  and  have  proved  of  incalculable  bene- 
fit, in  protecting  that  city  from  the  infectious  diseases 
of  foreign  climates.  To  derange  a  system  which  has 
proved  so  beneficial  in  practice,  by  destroying  alto- 
gether one  of  its  principal  offices;  or  what  is  equivalent 
by  transferring  to  another,  the  duties  of  that  office, 
and  thus  impairing  its  energy  and  capacity  for  useful- 
ness, by  the  imposition  of  double  duties;  would  seem 
to  be  a  mode  of  dealing  wdth  human  health  and  human 
life,  warranted  only  by  a  stern  necessity,  or  a  clear 
expression  of  the  popular  will. 

By  reference  to  former  legislative  acts  upon  this 
subject,  it  will  be  found  that  the  office  of  quarantine 
master,  itself,  has  existed  for  a  period  of  mpre  than 
thirty-seven  years,  without  undergoing  any  material 
alterations  in  its  character.  Eespecting  its  importance, 
there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion  among  those 
acquainted  with  its  duties,  as  prescribed  by  law.  This 
length  of  time  might  be  deemed  sufficient  to  test  the 
utility  of  the  office,  and  to  expose  to  view,  any  evils 
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of  which,  under  the  present  laws,  it  may  be  productive. 
If  any  such  evils  have  been  pointed  out;  if  any  objec- 
tions have  been  urged  against  its  continuance;  any 
reasons  oflered  for  the  contemplated  change;  any  dis- 
satisfaction expressed  with  its  administration;  or  any 
desire  manifested  for  its  abolition,  by  any  portion  of 
the  community,  however  small,  I  have  yet  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  facts.  The  only  expressions  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  that  have  reached  me,  are  con- 
tained in  letters  written  by  the  lazaretto  physician, 
and  members  of  the  board  of  health,  deprecating  the 
passage  of  the  Bill,  as  fraught  with  "hazardous  and 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  health  of  the  said  port, 
and  without  promising  any  corresponding  good." 
That  the  opportunities  possessed  by  these  gentlemen, 
for  judging  of  the  proprietary  of  the  measure,  are 
ample;  and  that  their  opinions  are  entitled  to  our  high- 
eset  respect,  will,  I  imagine,  not  be  questioned.  To 
pass  a  law* of  so  important  a  character,  without  any 
popular  movement  in  its  favor,  or  any  prospect  of  ad- 
vantage flowing  from  it,  is,  to  say  the  least,  not  usual ; 
to  pass  it  in  opposition  to  the  only  expression  of  the 
public  voice  that  has  been  heard,  and  with  every  pros- 
pect of  it  producing  inconvenience  and  harm,  is  a  still 
more  rare  occurrence. 

If  a  change  of  the  system  now  in  force,  were  even 
desirable,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  one  proposed  is  not 
the  best  that  could  be  adopted.  The  steward,  to  whom, 
by  this  Bill,  the  duties  of  quarantine  master  are  trans- 
ferred, is  not  an  officer  contemplated  by  law.  We 
search  in  vain  through  former  Acts  of  Assembly,  for 
the  mention  of  the  word.  The  regularly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  health,  their  president,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  are  the  only  officers  who  have  a  legal 
existence  under  the  health  laws.  Whether  or  not 
there  is  such  an  officer  as  the  steward,  the  Legislature 
has  no  knowledge;  there  may  be,  and  there  may  not 
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be;  there  may  be  one,  and  there  may  be  a  score;  there 
may  be  one  to-day,  and  an  additional  number  to- 
morrow. Whenever  the  necessity  of  destroying  the 
office  of  quarantine  master,  transferring  its  powers, 
and  blending  them  with  those  of  any  other  officer, 
shall  be  demonstrated  from  the  practicable  operations 
of  the  system — for  as  yet  that  necessity  is  not  apparent 
to  my  own  mind — it  would  seem  best  that  the  office 
to  which  such  transfer  is  made,  should  be  one  contem- 
plated by  law,  of  whose  existence  we  may  be  certain 
and  of  whose  permanence  we  may  have  a  reasonable 
assurance. 

There  remains  another  objection  of  equal  force.  If 
the  office  of  steward  were  established  by  law,  and 
therefore  permanent,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  step  of 
but  ordinary  prudence,  before  passing  this  Bill,  to 
provide  some  mode  in  which  the  duties  of  that  office 
should  henceforth  be  discharged.  The  quarantine 
master  is  compelled  by  law  to  be  present  on  all  occa- 
sions,  with  the  physician  of  the  lazaretto,  in  his  ex- 
amination of  vessels;  without  that  presence  the  lat- 
ter 'is  powerless.  The  practical  effect  of  this  provi- 
sion is  that  the  quarantine  master  is  not  unfrequently 
compelled  to  be  absent  from  the  lazaretto,  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  day.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
constant  attendance  of  the  steward  is  required  at  the 
public  hospitals,  in  superintending  the  grounds,  and 
buildings,  and  in  supplying  the  wants,  and  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  the  sick.  How  it  would  be  possible 
for  the  same  individual  to  perform  duties,  at  once 
so  responsible  and  so  onerous,  as  well  as  so  entirely 
distinct  from  each  other,  is  difficult  to  conjecture. 

I  regret  that  these  objections  should  prevent  me 
from  concurring  with  the  Legislature  in  the  passage 
of  the  Bill. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  4th  January,  1844. 
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To  the  Senate  Concerning  Certain  Reports  Requested 

by  that  Body. 

Gentlemen : 

1HAVE  THE  HONOR  TO  ACKNOWLEDGE  THE 
receipt  of  the  resohition  of  the  Senate,  request- 
ing me  to  transmit  to  that  body  the  "annual  re- 
ports, or  copies  thereof,  provided  for  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  A  ct,  entitled  *An  Act  to  create  permanently 
the  office  of  State  Printer,  passed  24th  March,  1843.'  " 

The  section  of  the  Act  to  which  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  refers,  makes  it  imperative  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor to  deliver  the  reports  therein  specified,  to  the 
printers  who  may  be  elected  under  its  provisions.  The 
reasons  why  that  duty  has  not  been  performed,  were 
fully  stated  in  my  last  annual  message. 

The  Senate  will  therefore  perceive  that  I  cannot 
comply  with  its  requests,  without  violating  a  positive 
provision  of  the  Act  regulating  the  disposition  of 
these  reports. 

But  if  this  legal  impediment  were  not  in  the  way, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  called  upon  me 
for  these  same  reports.  To  furnish  the  Senate  with 
copies  of  documents  of  so  voluminous  a  character, 
would  require  a  large  amount  of  labor.  The  Execu- 
tive cannot  be  expected  to  perform'  that  labor  him- 
self, and  the  law  makes  no  provision  for  allowing 
him  a  clerk. 

It  will  at  all  times  give  me  great  pleasure  to  accede 
.to  the  requests  of  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
but  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  asks  me  to  violate 
that  which  I  conceive  to  be  a  plain  provision  of  an 
existing  law.  (My  inability  to  comply  with  its  request, 
will  therefore  be  apparent  to  the  Senate. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  12,  1844. 
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To  the  Assembly  Concerning  Certain  Frauds  in  Pro- 
curing the  Election  of  State  Printer. 

I    WAS   YESTERDAY   SERVED    WITH   A  PRO- 
cess,  in  the  nature  of  a  subpoena,  requiring  me 
to  appear  and  testify  before  a  joint  committee  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  whom 
had  been  referred  so  much  of  my  annual  messages 
as  relates  to  the  election  of  State  Printer. 

In  answer,  I  think  it  due  to  the  Legislature,  to  say, 
that,  in  my  annual  message  recently  transmitted,  I 
stated  that  I  had  been  informed,  and  had  good  reason 
to  believe,  that  certain  frauds  had  been  committed 
in  procuring  that  election;  and  that  large  sums  of 
money  were  paid,  or  contracted  to  be  paid,  by  the  in- 
dividuals elected,  to  third  persons,  for  their  aid  and 
influence  in  procuring  that  election.  I  communicated 
that  information  under  what  I  believed  to  be  a  proper 
sense  of  my  official  obligations,  as  the  Executive  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  under  the  most  solemn  con- 
viction that  the  public  interest  demanded  a  fair  and 
impartial  investigation  of  the  matter.  Since  the  ap- 
pointment of  your  committee,  I  received  a  notice  from 
the  Chairman,  informing  me  of  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting,  and  requesting  me  to  state  my  know- 
ledge in  relation  to  the  matter  submitted  to  them.  In 
answer  to  which,  I  transmitted  to  them  the  following 
list  of  witnesses  for  examination,  whose  testimony 
I  believed  would  establish  all  the  facts  alleged  to  have 
connexion  with  the  subject,  to  wit: 
Theo.  Fenn,  E.  P.  Hughes, 

Robert  P.  M'Clay,  Jos.  W.  Cake, 

P.  C.  Sedgwick,  John  B.  Bratton, 

E.  W.  Hutter,  Thaddeus  Stevens, 

Samuel  Bigler,  Collin  M'Curdy, 

Jacob  Foreman,  I.  C  M'Kinley, 

Simon  Cameron,  J.  M.  G.  Lescure, 

65— Vol.  VI.— 4tli  Ser. 
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At  the  same  time  informing  them  that  Thomas  L.  Wil- 
son, Esquire,  would  appear  before  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interrogating  the  witnesses,  that  the  facts 
might  be  fully  elicited. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  was  called  on  by 
two  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  who  informed  me 
that  they  were  authorized  to  request  me  to  attend, 
to  testify,  &c.  In  reply  to  which,  I  stated  that  I  had 
furnished  the  committee  with  a  list  of  the  names 
of  witnesses,  who,  if  examined,  would,  I  believed,  sub- 
stantiate all  that  I  had  communicated  to  the  Legisla- 
ture on  that  subject;  and  that,  until  those  witnesses 
had  been  examined,  I  had  no  other  communication 
to  make  to  the  Legislature,  or  its  committee  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter. 

Having  made  these  communications,  first  to  the 
Legislature,  and  afterwards,  to  the  committee,  it  is 
scarcely  neces'sary  to  add  more.  But,  to  guard  against 
misapprehension,  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  that  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  any  fact  material  to  the 
investigation,  nor  is  it  to  be  expected  that  I  should 
have.  My  communications  were  based  entirely  upon 
information  derived  from  such  sources  as  I  believed 
to  be  authentic,  and  fully  to  justify  the  course  pur- 
sued. I  have  furnished  the  committee  with  all  the 
information  I  then  possessed,  to  enable  them  to  arrive 
at  the  facts. 

If  the  object  of  this  subpoena  be,  to  compel  a  dis- 
closure of  confidential  communications,  made  to  me 
as  the  Executive,  and  to  expose  my  informants  to  the 
malice  or  vengeance  of  the  persons  accused,  and  thus 
to  close  up  all  channels  of  information  where  like  of- 
fences may  be,  in  future,  committed,  that  purpose 
cannot  be  accomplished  by  my  agency  or  acquiescence. 
If  it  be  the  purpose  of  the  committee,  or  either  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  to  usurp  judicial  functions,  and, 
under  the  form  of  judicial  process,  to  invade  the  rights 
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of  the  Executive,  the  indignity  shall  not  be  perpe- 
trated with  the  consent  of  the  present  incumbent.  In 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  government,  the  Con- 
stitution has  given  the  law  making  power  to  the  Leg- 
islature— the  judicial  power  to  the  courts — the  execu- 
tive power  to  the  Governor.  They  are  co-ordinate 
departments — neither  isi  subordinate  to  the  other. 
They  were  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
to  be  preserved  distinct;  and  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple can  only  be  perpetuated  by  confining  each  within 
its  own  appropriate  sphere.  I  have  studiously  avoid- 
ed, at  all  times,  every  thing  that  might  wear  the  ap- 
I>earance  of  invading  the  sanctuary  of  the  Legislature. 
I  claim  no  power  to  appoint  committees  to  investi- 
gate the  course  or  conduct  of  its  members,  or  to  send 
writs  of  subpoena  or  attachment  into  your  halls,  to 
compel  the  appearance  of  members  before  me,  to  inter- 
rogate them  on  the  subject  of  their  official  duties.  But 
I  shall  feel  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  me  to  resist,  with 
the  most  fixed  determination,  every  attempt  to  en- 
croach upon  the  Executive  authority  entrusted  to 
me  by  the  people.  While  in  my  hands,  it  shall  never 
be  subjected  to  the  exercise  of  any  such  power  by 
a  co-ordinate  department,  not  possessing  judicial  au- 
thority. In  the  ordinary  case  of  a  private  individual, 
served  with  a  subpoena,  it  will  be  right  and  proper  for 
him  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  issuing  the  writ, 
in  order  to  state  the  necessary  facts  on  which  his 
privilege  rested.  But  that  is  not  this  case.  In  all  in- 
tercourse between  the  different  departments  of  gov- 
ernment, the  comity  supposed  to  exist,  requires  that 
communications,  made  under  the  sanctity  of  official 
obligations,  should,  at  all  times,  be  received  as  of 
equal  verity  with  statements  made  under  oath  by  a 
witness.  The  Legislature  and  the  committee  are, 
therefore,  properly  possessed  of  the  facts,  communi- 
cated under  the  responsibilities  of  my  official  station, 
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that  I  know  nothing,  of  my  own  knowledge,  material 
to  the  subject  to  which  the  subpoena  refers;  and  that 
I  have  already  communicated  all  the  information,  in 
my  possession,  necessary  to  a  full  investigation  of  the 
charges  made. 

The  witnesses  that  I  have  named,  I  am  informed, 
and  have  reason  to  believe,  will  prove  most  conclu- 
sively, the  precise  sums  of  money  paid,  or  contracted 
to  be  paid,  by  the  persons  claiming  the  election,  to  sev- 
eral individuals,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  several 
thousand  dollars,  for  procuring  their  election — nay, 
further,  they  will  produce  the  written  obligations 
given  in  several  instances  for  the  payment  of  money — 
obligations  which,  in  some  instances,  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  third  persons,  and  are  ready  to  be  produced 
and  exhibited  by  those  witnesses.  Their  testimony, 
I  solemnly  believe,  will  fully  substantiate  what  I  have 
stated*  in  my  communications  on  the  subject.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  should  re- 
fuse to  examine  the  witnesses  at  all,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture deem  the  subject  not  of  suMcient  importance  to 
require  their  attention,  they  certainly  have  now  en- 
tire control  of  the  subject,  and,  it  is  presumed,  will 
do  that  which  to  justice  and  right  belongs.  For  my- 
self, I  am  consoled  with  the  conviction  that  I  have 
done  all  that  my  duty  requires;  and  I  am  too  much  en- 
gaged, in  the  exercise  of  my  public  duties,  to  give  any 
further  attention  to  a  subject  that  is  now  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  Legislature. 

In  my  annual  message,  I  communicated  to  the  Leg- 
islature, information  upon  several  other  subjects, 
which,  it  appears  by  your  published  journals,  has  been 
referred  to  as  many  separate  committees.  iShould 
these  committees  take  the  same  view  of  their  powers 
as  the  joint  committee  of  investigation  have  done,  and 
determine  to  attempt  to  drag  the  Executive  before 
them  as  a  witness  to  testify  to  matters  which  he  has 
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communicated  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  Con- 
stitution,  it  is  evident  that,  if  submitted  to,  the  public 
interests  must  suffer  by  so  unnecessary  an  interrup- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  his  ofificial  duties.  During  a 
whole  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  attention  of  the 
Executive  might  thus,  by  the  whim  or  caprice  of  a 
committee  or  committees,  be  drawn  from  the  Consti- 
tutional business  of  his  department;  and  the  govern- 
ment, during  that  period,  be,  in  fact,  deprived  of  one 
of  its  co-ordinate  branches.  The  inevitable  tendency 
of  this  kind  of  usurpation  would  be  to  swallow  up 
and  destroy  the  other  branches  of  the  government, 
and  to  consolidate  the  whole  in  the  Legislature. 

Entertaining  the  sentiments  which  I  have  thus  ex- 
pressed, I  deem  it  proper  respectfully  to  declare  that 
the  Constitutional  position  which  I  have  assumed,  will 
be  maintained. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Department,  Harrisburg,  January  16th, 
1844. 


To  the   Assembly   Concerning  a   Certain   Trial   for 
Murder  in  Cambria  County. 

Gentlemen : 

PURSUANT  TO  THE  SECOND  SECTION  OF  AN 
Act,  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  a  certain  trial 
for  murder  in  Cambria  county,"  passed  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  1843,  the  President  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  said  county,  certified  the  facts 
to  the  President  Judge  of  the  fourth  judicial  district, 
as  appears  by  the  letter  of  said  judge  hereto  annexed. 
The  President  Judge  of  the  fourth  judicial  district, 
however,  declines  holding  said  court  for  said  purpose, 
for  reasons  contained  in  his  letter  hereto  annexed. 

A  warrant  had  been  issued,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  Cambria  county,  for  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
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of  the  law  in  said  case;  but  in  consequence  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Le^slature.  a  supersedeas  was  by  me  is- 
sued immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly, and  the  criminals  still  remain  under  sentence 
of  death,  in  the  jail  of  said  county.  I  have  thought 
it  to  be  my  duty,  as  well  from  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  as  from  a  proper  resi)ect  to  the  Legislature, 
to  suspend  further  action  until  the  will  of  the  present 
Legislature  shall  be  known  in  relation  to  the  matter; 
and  have  directed  that  all  documents  connected  with 
the  case,  be  trans>mitted  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. I  have  no  recommendation  to  make  on  the  sub- 
jects If,  however,  the  Legislature  should  adjourn  with- 
out taking  further  action  on  the  subject,  I  presume 
it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  give  the 
necessary  order  for  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  (Chamber,  January  16th,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Gentlemen : 

DURING  THE  RECESS,   COMMISSIONS   WERE 
granted  by  me  to  the  following  named  persons, 
for  the  offices  of  Associate  Judge,  for  the  coun- 
ties respectively  annexed  to  their  names.     I  now  nom- 
inate them  to  the  same,  to  wit: 

On  the  2d  November,  1843: 

James  L.  Gillis  and  Isaac  Horton,  for  the  county 
of  Elk. 
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On  the  1 5th  November,  1843 : 

Asa  Packer  and  Jacob  Dinkey,  for  the  county  of 
Carbon. 

On  the  18th  November,  1843: 

Levi  G.  Clover,  for  the  county  of  Jefferson,  in  the 
room  of  James  L.  Gillis,  resigned. 

On  the  8th  December,  1843: 

George  Blattenberger,  for  the  county  of  Perry. 

DAVID  R.  POETER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  17,  1844. 


To  the  Assembly  Giving  Notice  of  the  Enactment  of 
an  ''Act  Regulating  Election  Districts  through  the 
Expiration  of  the  Time  for  their  Return  by  the 
Governor,  and  Making  Certain  Criticisms  upon  it." 

THE  BILL,  ENTITLED  ^^AN  ACT  REGULATING 
election  districts,"  having  been  presented"  to  me 
on  the  day  on  which  the  last  Legislature  ad- 
journed, time  was  not  allowed  me  for  its  examination 
and  return  to  that  Legislature.  The  whole  subject  of 
the  Bill,  is  one  of  detail,  and  the  adjustment  of  it 
would  seem  to  be  peculiarly  the  province  of  the  Leg- 
islature. There  are  several  inaccuracies,  however,  in 
the  Bill,  the  result,  no  doubt,  of  the  hurry  and  con- 
fusion too  often  attendant  upon  the  business  of  leg- 
islation, on  the  eve  of  a  long  and  arduous  session.  I 
have  received  several  letters  and  other  communica- 
tions, remonstrating  against  several  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  which  have  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  subject 
is  a  fit  one  for  re-examination  and  correction  of  the 
present  Legislature,  coming,  as  its  members  do,  fresh 
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from  the  people,  and  fully  competent  to  reconcile  any 
differences  of  opinion  among  their  constituents,  in  re- 
lation to  its  several  provisions. 

For  these  reasons,  I  return  the  Bill  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  without  my 
signature. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  4,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  John  Cunningham  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Indiana  County. 

Gentlemen: 

DURING   THE  RECESS,   A  COMMISSION  WAS 
granted  by  me  to  John  Cunningham,  for  the  of- 
fice of  Associate  Judge  for  the  county  of  In- 
diana, in  the  room  of  Meek  Kelly,  deceased.    I  now 
nominate  him  to  the  said  ofiSce. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  January  26,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 

Gentlemen:  , 

I  NOMINATE  JAMES  KENNEDY,  TO  BE  AN  As- 
sociate Judge,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  the  room  of  Samuel  Yohe,  whose  commis- 
sion expired  on  the  fourteenfh  day  of  January  last 
past;  and  Thomas  Jones,  to  be  an  Associate  Judge,  in 
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and  for  tlie  county  of  Chester,  whose  present  commis- 
sion will  expire  on  the  nineteenth  instant. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  February  2,  1844. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Claimants  of  a 
Reward  Offered  for  the  Apprehension  of  Certain 
Incendiaries. 

« 

Gentlemen: 

IN  THE  MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1842,  I  RE- 
ceived  authentic  information  that  some  malicious 
and  evil  disposed  person,  or  persons,  had  commu- 
nicated fire  to  some  of  the  bridges  erected  and  owned 
by  the  Reading  railroad  company,  on  their  road,  in 
the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Montgomery,  by 
which  two  of  those  bridges  had  been  totally  destroyed ; 
and  that  efforts  made  by  police  officers  and  others  to 
arrest  the  incendiary  or  incendiaries,  and  bring  them 
to  punishment,  had  prove  unavailing.  I  thereupon, 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitutional  power  vested  in  me, 
did,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1842,  issue  a  proclama- 
tion, offering  a  suitable  and  reasonable  reward  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  should  discover  and  apprehend 
each  or  either  of  said  incendiaries,  and  lodge  each  or 
either  of  them  in  the  jail  of  any  county  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  be  paid  on  the  conviction  of  the  perpe- 
trator or  perpetrators  of  the  offences  above  stated. 

Several  persons  were  arrested  and  indicted  for  the 
offence,  three  of  whom  were  subsequently  convicted 
in  the  court  of  Montgomery  county,  as  principal  and 
accessories. 

Applications  were  made  to  me  for  the  reward  in 
December,  1842,  and  in  June,  1843,  on  the  part  of  four 
individuals.    The  applications  were,  however,  rejected. 
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on  the  ground  that  the  prisoner  for  whose  arrest  they 
claimed  the  reward,  was  apprehended  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  the  proclamation. 

Among  the  papers  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives,  are  the  names  of  several  persons  who 
claim  a  compensation  under  the  proclamation,  for  the 
arrest  and  conviction  of  the  perpetrators. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  submit  the  whole  matter 
to  the  Legislature,  so  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the 
claimants;  and  that  they  may  receive,  if  entitled  to 
compensation  for  their  services,  a  due  and  proper  share 
of  such  reward,  as  you  may  direct. 

DAVID  K.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  February  6,  1844. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  Several  Counties 
Named. 


I 


Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  March  14,  1844. 
Gentlemen : 
NOMINATE  THE  FOLLOWING  NAMED  PER- 
sons  to  be  Associate  Judges  for  the  counties  re- 
spectively annexed  to  their  names,  to  wit: 
John  Merwine,  for  the  county  of  Monroe. 
Jacob  Dillinger,  for  the  county  of  Lehigh. 
Samuel  A.  Smith,  for  the  county  of  Bucks. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Cornelius  Darragh  as 
a  Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

IN  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
>jffia  Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 

PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  return 
made  by  the  Judges  of  a  Spe- 
cial Election  held  in  the  twen- 
ty-first Congressional  district 
of  this  Commonwealth  com- 
posed of  the  County  of  Allegheny,  on  Friday  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  March  instant,  under  the  authority  of 
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Pennsylvania,    ss: 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authoritj'-  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
DAVID  R,  PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth: 
To  Elijah  Troville,    Sheriff  of   the   County   of  Allegheny, 

Sends  Greeting: 

WHEREAS,  a  Vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  In  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
resignation  of  William  Wilkins,  Esq.,  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  Congress  from  the  twenty-first  district,  composed  of  the  County  of 
Allegheny, 

Now  therefore,  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  such  case  made  by  the 
Constitution,  and  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth, 
passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A,  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  I 
David  R.  Porter,  being  vested  with  the  Executive  Authority  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  have  issued  this  writ,  hereby  commanding  you  the  said 
Elijah  Troville,  Sheriff  as  aforesaid  to  hold  an  election  in  the  said  County 
of  Allegheny,  composing  the  twenty-first  Congressional  district  as  afore- 
said, on  Friday,  the  fifteenth  day  of  March  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof 
for  choosing  a  representative  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  has  happened  as 
aforesaid.  And  yov.  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  hold  and  conduct 
the  said  election,  and  make  a  return  thereof  in  the  manner  and  form  as 
by  lav^  is  directed  and  required. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  at  Harrisburg, 
this  twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four, 
and  of  the  CorrmcDwealth  the  sixty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor: 

CHAS.    McCLURE, 

Secretary   of    the    Commonwealth. 
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an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  on  the  second 
day  of  July,  A.  D.  1839,  it  appears  that  Cornelius  Dar- 
ragh  was  duly  elected  to  serve  as  a  Representative  of 
this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  twen- 
ty-eighth Congress  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon. 
William  Wilkins. 

And  whereas,  in  and  by  the  forty-second  section  of 
the  Act  before  recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special 
election  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
declare  by  Proclamation  the  name  of  the  person 
elected, 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  Cornelius 
Darragh  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  district  be- 
fore mentioned  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  room  of  Hon.  William  Wilkins,  wh( 
had  been  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-eighth  Cor 
gress. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-first  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
eighth. 

Bv  the  Governor: 

Chas.  McClure, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating  Joseph  B.  Anthony  to  be 
President  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 

March  21,  1844. 
Gentlemen : 

1     NOMINATE   JOSEPH  B.  ANTHONY,  OF    LY- 
coming   county,   to   be  President   Judge   of   the 
eighth  district,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Hon- 
orable Charles  G.  Donnel,  deceased. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Vetoing  "An  Act  Relating  to  the 
Streets,  Roads  and  Alleys,  in  the  Borough  of  Nor- 
ristown,  and  the  Improvements  of  the  Same." 

Gentlemen : 

1    RETURN    TO    THE   SENATE,    IN    WHICH   IT 
originated,  the  Bill,  entitled  "An  act  relating  to 
the  streets,  roads  and  alleys,  in  the  borough  of 
Norristown,  and  the  improvements  of  the  same,"  with- 
out the  Executive  sanction,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  ninth  section  declares  that  "from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
Philadelphia,  Germantown  and  Norristown  railroad 
company  to  keep,  maintain  or  continue  their  railroad 
on  Washington  street,  in  the  borough  of  Norristown, 
between  the  south-east  side  of  Mill  street  and  Stoney 
creek,'^  and  requires  the  said  company  to  take  up  and 
remove  the  said  road. 

By  the  act  passed  17th  February,  A.  D.,  1831,  for  the, 
incorporation  of  this  company,  they  were  authorized 
to  fix  such  route  asi  they  shall  deem  expedient  for  said 
railroad,  beginning  at  Stoney  creek,  in  the  borough  of 
Norristown,  &c.,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
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On  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  town  council  of  the 
borough  of  Norristown,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  extract 
from  their  minutes  hereto  appended,  having  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  property  owners  on  Washington 
street,  passed  a  resolution  granting  the  company  full 
permission  to  construct  their  road  through  that  street. 
And  by  the  second  section  of  an  act  passed  8th  Febru- 
ary, 1831,  this  resolution  and  permission  of  the  town 
council,  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Legislature. 
Upon  the  faith  of  these  several  enactments,  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  expended  in  purchasing  ground 
and  constructing  their  railroad,  with  its  extensive 
buildings  and  fixtures.  For  ten  years,  the  possesion 
and  enjoyment  of  the  privileges,  thus  secured,  have 
been  uninterrupted. — The  question  now  presents  itself, 
whether  the  Legislature  can  legally  take  back  or  de- 
stroy the  rights  thus  vested. 

In  considering  this  question,  the  coS't  of  the  present 
improvements,  together  with  that  to  be  incurred  in 
erecting  new  buildings,  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
company,  must  be  borne  in  mind.  'Another  fact  of 
increased  importance  may  be  mentioned.  Under  the 
act  of  Assembly  of  20th  March,  1833,  the  company  have 
executed  several  mortgages  upon  their  road  to  secure 
the  payment  of  money  borrowed  to  complete  it,  the 
interest  upon  which  is  payable  out  of  the  tolls  re- 
ceived. Would  it  be  just,  by  destroying  a  portion 
of  the  property,  and,  as  a  consequence,  lessening  the 
value  of  the  remainder,  thus  to  impair  the  security 
upon  which  these  creditors  have  invested  their  money? 

The  act  of  incorporation  provides  that,  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  provileges  therein  granted  are  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
charter  may,  at  any  time,  be  altered  or  annulled.  I 
have,  however,  not  been  informed  of  any  injury  oc- 
casioned to  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  company,  nor 
of  any  act  on  their  part  which  is  thought  to  render  a 
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forfeiture  of  their  charter  proper.  Nor  have  I  learned 
that  any  enquiry  has  been  instituted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  subject.  In  that  event  a  different  quesi- 
tion  would  have  been  presented.  As  it  is,  I  look  upon 
this  Bill  as  conflicting  with  an  important  constitu- 
tional provision,  which  every  maxim  of  sound  policy, 
and  every  principle  of  justice  require  us  to  vindicate 
and  ui)hold.  After  the  encouragement  and  induce- 
ment deliberately  given  by  the  Legislature  to  indi- 
viduals, thus  to  expend  their  labor  and  invest  their 
capital,  the  section,  under  consideration,  would  appear 
to  me  to  be  an  invasion  of  their  rights*. 

For  these  reasons  I  feel  constrained,  by  a  conscien- 
tious sense  of  duty,  to  return  the  Bill  without  my  ap- 
proval. 

DAVID  K.  PORTEK. 

Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  11,  1844. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  James  Pollock  as  a 
Representative  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  United 
States  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  AU- 
thoritv  of  the   Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 


DOCrMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  PROCLAMATION. 

Penr sylvan ia,    ss: 
In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  Pennsylvania, 
DAVID  R,  FOKTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth: 
To  Hugh  Dcnlj.  Jr..  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Lycoming-,  Esquire, 

Sends  Greeting: 

WHEREAS,    a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the  representation  of  this  State 
in    the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United   States,    In  consequence  of 
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A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  by  a  return  made 
by  the  judges  of  a  special  elec- 
tion held  in  the  thirteenth 
Congressional  district  of  this 
Commonwealth  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Northumberland,  Union 
and  Clinton,  on  Friday  the  fifth  day  of  April  instant, 
under  the  authority  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1839,  it  ap- 
pears that  James  Pollock,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected 
to  serve  as  a  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  the  Honorably  Henry  Frick. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  42d  section  of  the  Act  be- 
fore recited,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor  on 
the  receipt  of  the  returns  of  any  special  election  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  declare  by 
Proclamation  the  name  of  the  person  elected. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  Proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  the  said  James  Pol- 
lock, Esquire,  is  duly  elected  and  chosen  in  the  Dis- 

the  death  of  Henry  Frick,  Esquire,  elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-eighth 
CongTOss,  from  the  thirteenth  congressional  district  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lycoming,    Northumberland,    Union    and   Clinton. 

Now  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  such  case  made  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Commonwealth  passed  the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1839,  I,  David 
R.  Porter,  being  vested  with  the  executive  authority  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, have  issued  this  writ  hereby  commanding  you  the  said  Hugh 
Donly,  Jr.,  t.)  hold  an  election  in  the  said  County  of  Lycoming,  on  Friday, 
the  fifth  day  of  April  next  for  choosing  a  Representative  of  the  Cgmmon- 
wealth  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  to  fill  the 
vacancy  which  has  happened  as  aforesaid:  and  you  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  hold  and  conduct  the  said  election  and  make  a  return  thereof 
in  the  manner  and   form  as  by  law  is  directed  and  required. 

Given  under  by  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  at  Harrisburg,  this 
sixth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four,    and   of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor: 

CHAS.    McCLURB, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Similar  writs  to  the  above  were  issued  same  day  to  Felix  Maurer,  Sheriff 
of  the  county  of  Northumberland;  John  M.  Benfer,  Sheriff  of  the  county  of 
TJiii^n,  and  John  P.  McElrath,   Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Clinton. 
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trict  before  mentioned,  as  a  Eepresentatiye  of  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  the  room 
of  the  Honorable  Henry  Frick,  deceased,  who  had  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 

State  at  Harrisburg,  this  fifteenth  day  of  April,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

forty-four,  and  of  the  Commonw^ealth  the  sixty-eighth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Chas.  McClure, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Document  Relative 
to  a  Trial  for  Murder  in  Cambria  County. 

Executive  Department, 
Harrisburg,  April  15,  1844. 
G  entlemen : 

I  HEREWITH  TRANSMIT  A  COPY  OF  A  COM- 
munication  from  the  Hon.  John  B.  Gibson,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth, relative  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  the  act  con- 
cerning a  certain  trial  for  murder  in  Cambria  county,'' 
approved  the  4th  of  April,  1844.  Emanating  from  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  government,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  constitutional  functions,  this  communication  de- 
serves the  serious  consideration  of'  the  Legislature. 
Involving,  as  this  question  does,  the  lives  of  two  citi- 
zens of  this  Commonwealth,  it  is  scarcely  necessary 
for  me  to  call  your  earliest  attention  to  the  subject. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


66— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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DOCUMENT. 

Philadelphia,  April  13,  1844. 

Dear  Sir — The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  has  trans- 
mitted to  me  a  copy  of  the  act,  which  requires  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  hold  a  special  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner for  a  particular  cause  in  Cambria  county,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Associate  Judges:  and  my  brethren,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Judge  Huston,  who  is  too  sick  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness, concur  with  me,  that  we  are  forbidden  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  execute  the  power  attempted  to  be  conferred.  The 
reasons  which  have  led  us  to  this  conclusion,  and  which  we 
wish,  through  you,  respectfully,  to  submit  to  the  Legislature, 
are  briefly  these: 

The  Constitution,  (Art.  V.,  Sect.  5,)  provides  that  the  Judges 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  each  county,  shall,  by  cir- 
tue  of  their  offices,  be  Justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gen- 
eral Jail  Delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders 
therein:  and  two  of  the  said  Judges,  the  President  being  one, 
shall  be  a  quorum:  but  they  shall  not  hold  a  court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  when  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any 
of  them  shall  be  sitting  in  the  same  county.  The  party  ac- 
cused, as  well  as  the  Commonwealth,  may,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  remove  the  indictment 
and  proceedings,  or  a  transcript  thereof,  into  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Now,  the  act  proposes  to  constitute  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  of  which  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
are  to  be  a  component  part,  the  President  not  being  one.  This 
cannot  constitutionally  be  done.  The  place  of  the  President 
can  no  more  be  supplied  by  putting  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  into  it,  than  by  putting  the  President  Judge  of  a  neigh- 
boring district  into  it. 

Again:  It  is  proposed  that  Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas 
shall  hold  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  while  a  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  is  sitting  in  the  county  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  provision  that  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas  (though  both  Judges  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  but  by  different  commissions),  shall  not  exer- 
cise their  functions  in  the  same  place,  and  at  the  same  time, 
conclusively  shows,  that  they  shall  not  exercise  them  in 
conjunction.  The  object  was  to  put  the  benefit  of  the  high- 
est judicial  authority  and  experience,  within  the  reach  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  accused  reciprocally.  But  the 
benefit  would   be   illusory,   if  the  functions  of  the  Supreme 
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Judges  might  be  impeded  or  controlled  by  the  functions  of 
inferior  judges  more  numerous,  and  therefore  more  powerful. 
Such  a  mixture  of  functions  is  unknown  to  the  Constitution. 
It  is  not  perceived  that  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a 
Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  can  sit  together  as  Justices  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  emanating  from 
distinct  and  discordant  commissions.  Their  commissions  do 
not  make  them  judges  of  the  same  court,  and  the  authority 
emanating  from  their  commissions  can  have  no  greater  ef- 
fect. Is  the  court  proposed  to  be  constituted  a  superior  01  an 
inferior  one?  If  the  former,  then  are  Judges  of  the  Common 
Pleas  to  be  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — if  the  latter,  then 
is  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  a  judge  of  the  Common 
Pleas.  If  the  proposed  court  is  to  be  the  Supreme  Court,  then 
the  proceedings  cannot  be  removed  into  the  Supreme  Court,  for 
they  are  there  already;  but  without  the  benefit  of  revision 
by  all  the  judges,  the  act  would  obliterate  the  distinction, 
so  strongly  marked  between  the  superior  and  inferior  courts. 

Still  further:  By  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
it  is  declared  that  no  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  shall 
be  issued.  The  act  in  question,  though  not  in  form  a  com- 
mission of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  has  all  the  effect  of  one,  and 
it  is  therefore  inconsistent  with  at  least  the  intent  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  meant  to  secure  to  the  Commonwealth,  as 
well  as  the  accused,  a  trial  by  the  ordinary  tribunals,  to  the 
exclusion  of  special  tribunals  created  for  the  trial  of  particu- 
lar cases,  it  was  supposed,  with  a  view  to  produce  a  particular 
result.  It  is  true,  that  the  result  in  this  instance  could  not 
prejudice  the  accused;  but  as  these  special  tribunals  have 
been  used  in  other  countries  as  instruments  of  oppression,  it 
seems  that  the  object  was  to  exclude  them  for  every  purpose, 
whether  of  good  or  of  evil.  It  is,  indeed,  provided  by  the  first 
section  of  the  fifth  article,  that  the  judicial  power  shall  be 
vested  in  certain  enumerated  courts,  "and  in  such  other  courts 
as  the  Legislature  shall  from  time  to  time  establish."  But  this 
has  regard  for  courts  established  for  general  purposes,  and 
to  be  held  by  judges  commissioned  for  those  purposes  ex- 
pressly. The  only  practical  exception  to  this  was  the  High 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  composed  of  the  Supreme  Judges 
and  Presidents  of  the  Common  Pleas;  but  the  constitution- 
ality of  that  court  was  strongly  doubted,  and  it  was  speedily 
abolished. 

These  considerations  persuade  us  that  we  are  incompetent 
to  execute  the  power  proposed;   and  the  more  so,  as  the  mat- 
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ter  touches  the  lives  of  the  accused.  Should  they  happen  to 
be  executed  under  a  sentence  of  the  court  of  Huntingdon  coun- 
ty, it  might  give  rise  to  painful  doubt,  in  the  mind  of  every 
one  who  had  acted  under  the  statute  of  the  legality  of  his 
interference.  Bui  there  is  no  necessity  to  raise  such  a  doubt — 
all  that  is  required,  is  to  direct  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  hold  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  receive  a  certified 
copy  of  the  record  from  the  county  court,  and  the  motions  being 
disposed  of,  to  remit  the  record  to  the  court  of  Huntingdon 
county  for  trial,  or  to  the  court  of  Cambria  county  for  execu- 
tion, as  the  case  may  require.  Should  the  Legislature  be 
pleased  to  direct  such  a  course,  it  would  be  better  to  let  the 
judge  fix  the  day:  for  to  detach  a  member  of  the  court  at 
present  (one  of  the  judges  being  sick,  and  another  required 
for  nisi  prius  duty),  would  not  leave  a  quorum  for  duties  in 
banc.  The  prothonotary  of  the  Common  Pleas  ought  to  be 
authorized  to  act  as  clerk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Very   respectfully,   your  ob't   serv't, 

JOHN  B.  GIBSON. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  James  Thompson  to  be 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Counties  of  Erie, 
Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango  and  Warren. 

Grentlemen : 

1  NOMINATE  JAMES  THOMPSON  TO  BE  JUDGE 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Craw- 
ford, Mercer,  Venango  and  Warren,  to  serve  for 
one  year,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  twenty-fifth  April,  1844,  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  the  removal  of  causes  from  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Mer- 
cer, Venango  and  Warren,  to  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas." 

DAVID  E.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  April  26,  1844. 
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To  the  Senate  Vetoing  the  Bill  Entitled  "An  Act 
Relative  to  the  Surveyor  General's  Office." 

Gentlemen : 

1  REGRET  THAT  I  AM  COMPELLED,  BY  A 
sense  of  duty,  to  return  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it 
originated,  the  Bill,  entitled  "An  Act  relative  to 
the  Surveyor  General's  Office,"  without  my  approval. 

At  this  late  stage  of  the  session,  with  the  large 
amount  of  business  before  me,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  do  more  than  call  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the 
most  prominent  objections  to  the  Bill. 

The  Bill,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
government,"  contained  a  section  abolishing  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  devolving  the 
duties  of  that  officer  upon  the  Surveyor  General.  In 
returning  that  Bill  to  the  Legislature  without  my  sig- 
nature, I  took  occasion  to  point  out  some  of  the  op- 
jections  to  the  mode  which  it  provided  for  transacting 
the  business  of  the  Land  Department.  These  objec- 
tions will  be  found  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  page 
1106,  to  which  I  respectfully  refer  the  Senate. 

Imperfect  as  that  Bill  was,  it  was  still  less  objection- 
able than  the  one  now  presented  for  my  approval.  This 
Bill  provides,  that  "all  patents  and  other  papers  here- 
tofore signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and 
countersigned  by  the  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice," shall,  after  the  10th  day  of  May,  1844,  be  signed 
by  the  Governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  Surveyor 
General. 

Now,  as  all  applications,  warrants,  returns  of  sur- 
veys, &c.,  are  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Land  Office  and  Surveyor  General,  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  the  Executive  to  know  whether  the  pat- 
ents presented  for  his  signature  ought  to  be  issued 
or  not.  Besides,  there  is  a  still  more  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  this  Bill,  founded  on  there  being  no  provi- 
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sion  whatever  for  attaching  any  seal  to  the  patent, 
or  other  paper,  which  the  Executive  is  required  to  sign. 
I  need  not  add  that,  without  a  seal,  such  patent,  or 
other  paper,  would  be  void. 

There  is  another  reason  why  this  bill  should  not  be- 
come a  law,  which  the  Legislature  has  doubtless  over- 
looked. There  are  now  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Of- 
fice, many  hundreds  of  surveys,  which  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted under  existing  laws,  until  a  warrant  of  accept- 
ance is  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 
These  are  made  up  of  surveys  on  locations  entered 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Land  Office,  in  the  years 
1766  and  1767 — surveys  on  certificates  usually  called 
^'Blunston's  Grants" — surveys  made  on  the  order  of 
Secrtary  Peters — surveys  made  on  warrants  to  agree — 
surveys  on  actual  settlement  north  and  west  of  the 
Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers,  &c. 

.  Should  either  the  Bill  herewith  returned  become  a 
law,  or  the  law  of  last  session  remain  in  force,  no  pat- 
ents can  legally  issue  on  any  of  the  above  named  men- 
tioned surveys.  Thus,  in  addition  to  the  great  in- 
convenience resulting  to  the  individuals  holding  these 
surveys,  thusands  of  dollars  would  be  kept  out  of  the 
Treasury  which  would  otherwise  be  received.  Besides 
this,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  other  difficulties 
that  will  arise,  or  the  litigation  to  which  it  may  lead. 

I,  therefore,  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  necessity 
of  adopting  such  a  system  as  will  prevent  the  evils  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  A  few  dollars  expense  sinks 
into  comparative  insignificance,  when  compared  with 
the  interminable  confusion  and  litigation  which  must 
inevitably  grow  out  of  this  Bill,  .should  it  become  a 
law. 

It  is  neither  my  province,  nor  is  it  my  desire  to  dic- 
tate to  the  Legislature  the  proper  action  upon  the 
subject.  But  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the 
only  feasible  mode  of  dispensing  with  either  of  the 
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heads  of  the  Land  Department,  and  at  the  same  time 
preserving  the  symmetry  of  the  system,  which  has  so 
long  existed,  is  to  issue  commissions  to  one  and  the 
same  individual,  as  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  and 
Surveyor  General.  In  this  way  it  is  possible  that  a 
distinct  organization  of  the  two  offices  might  be  kept 
up.  I  am  certain  that  this  cannot  be  done,  under 
either  the  law  of  last  session  or  the  Bill  before  me. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  April  29,  1844. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  United  States  Congress — 
1844. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 

ft/ 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.       By     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  Act 
of  the  General  Asesmbly  of 
this  Commonwealth  passed 
the  second  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1839,  entitled  "An  Act  relat- 
ing to  the  elections  of  this  Commonwealth,''  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  on  the  receipt  of  the  returns 
of  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  declare  by  Proclamation  the  names 
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of  the  persons  so  returned  as  elected  in  the  respective 
districts. 

And  whereas  the  returns  of  the  General  Election 
held  on  Tuesday  the  eighth  day  of  October  instant,  in 
and  for  the  several  districts  for  members  to  serve  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  and  after 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  have  been  received 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  act, 
whereby  it  appears  that  in  the  first  district  composed 
of  Southwark,  Moyamensing  and  Pasyunk,  and  Cedar 
Ward  and  New  Market  Ward  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, Lewis  C.  T.evin  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the 
Second  district  composed  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
except  Cedar  Ward  and  New  Market  Ward,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  Third  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  Spring 
Garden  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  John  H.  Camp- 
bell has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  fourth  district  com- 
posed of  Kensington,  North  and  South  Penn,  Roxbor- 
ough,  Germantown,  Bristol,  Unincorporated  Northern 
Liberties,  Oxford,  Lower  Dublin,  Byberry  and  More- 
land,  Blockley,  West  Philadelphia,  and  Kingsessing, 
in  the  County  of  Philadelpia,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  fifth  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Delaware  and  Montgomery,  Jacob  S 
Yost  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  sixth  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Lehigh,  Jacob 
Erdman  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  seventh  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  County  of  Chester,  Abraham  R. 
Mcllvain  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  eighth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  John 
Strohm  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  ninth  district 
composed  of  the  county  of  Berks,  John  Ritter  has  been 
duly  elected.     In  the  tenth  district  composed  of  the 
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counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon,  Monroe,  Pike  and 
Wayne,  Eiehard  Brodhead  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  eleventh  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lu- 
zerne, Columbia  and  Wyoming,  Owen  D.  Leib  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  twelfth  district  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Bradford,  Susquehanna  and  Tioga,  David 
Wilmot  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  thirteenth  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Northum- 
berland, Union  and  Clinton,  James  Pollock  has  been 
duly  elected.  In  the  fourteenth  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Dauphin,  Lebanon  and  Schuylkill,  Al- 
exander Ramsey  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  fif- 
teenth district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Adams 
and  York,  Moses  McClean  has  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  sixteenth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Cumberland,  Perry  and  Franklin,  James  Black  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  seventeenth  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Centre,  Huntingdon,  Juniata 
and  Mifflin,  John  Blanchard  has  been  duly  elected. 
In  the  eighteenth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Greene,  Fayette  and  Somerset,  Andrew  Stewart  has 
been  duly  elected.  In  the  nineteenth  district  com- 
posd  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Bedford  and 
Cambria,  Henry  D.  Foster  hasi  been  duly  elected.  In 
the  twentieth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Washington  and  Beaver,  John  H.  Ewing  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  twenty-first  district  composed  of  the 
county  of  Allegheny,  Cornelius  Darragh  has  been  duly 
elected.  In  the  tw^enty-second  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Venango,  Mercer  and  Crawford,  Wil- 
liam S.  Garvin  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty- 
third  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Erie,  War- 
ren, McKean,  Clarion,  Potter  and  Jefferson,  James 
Thompson  has  been  duly  elected.  In  the  twenty- 
fourth  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Butler, 
Armstrong,  Indiana  and  Clearfield,  Joseph  Bufifington 
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has  been  duly  elected.  'And  that  in  the  *twelfth  dis- 
trict, composed  of  the  counties  of  Bradford,  Susque- 
hanna and  Tioga,  as  aforesaid,  George  Fuller  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Al- 
mon  H.  Kead,  Esq.,  who  had  been  elected  a  member 
of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress. 

Now  therefore  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by publishing  and  declaring  that  Lewis  C.  Levin,  Jo- 
seph R.  Ingersoll,  John  H.  Campbell,  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoll,  Jacob  S.  Yost,  Jacob  Erdman,  Abraham  R. 
Mcllvain,  John  Strohm,  John  Ritter,  Richard  Brod- 
head,  Owen  D.  Leib,  David  Wilmot,  James  Pollock, 
Alexander  Ramsey,  Mosies  McClean,  James  Black, 
John  Blanchard,  Andrew  Stewart,  Henry  D.  Foster, 
John  H.  Ewing,  Cornelius  Darragh,  William  S.  Gar- 
vin, James  Thompson  and  Joseph  Buffi ngton  have 
been  returned  as  duly  elected  in  their  several  Congres- 

♦DOCUMENT  RELATING  TO  THE   PROCLAMATION. 

Pennsylvania,    ss: 
In  the  Name  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
DAVID  R.   PORTER,    Governor  of  the  said  Commonwealth: 
To  Thomas  Johnson,  Esquire,   Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Susquehanna, 

Sends  Greeting: 

WHEREAS,  a  vacancy  has  happened  In  the  representation  of  this  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Almon  H.  Read,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress, 
from  the  12th  Congressional  district  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Bradford, 
Susquehanna  and   Tioga. 

Now  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  such  case  made  and 
provided  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth,  passed  2d  July,  1839,  I,  David  R. 
Porter,  being  vested  with  the  Executive  Authority  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, have  issued  this  writ  heieby  commanding  you  the  said  Thomas 
Johnson,  Esquire,  to  hold  an  election  in  the  said  county  of  Susquehanna, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  (being  the  eighth  day)  of  October  next  ensuing  the 
date  hereof,  for  choosing  a  representative  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  to  fill  the  vacancy  which 
has  happened  as  aforesaid:  And  you  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to 
hold  and  conduct  the  said  election  and  make  a  return  thereof  in  the  man- 
ner  and  form  as  by  law  is  directed  and  required. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  at  Harrisburg,  this 
nineteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-four,   and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty-ninth. 

By  the  Governor: 

CHAS.    McCLURE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Similar  writs  to  the  foregoing  were  on  the  same  day  issued  to  Joseph 
W.  Guerrsey,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Tioga,  and  to  John  N.  Weston, 
Esq.,    Sheriff  of  the   County  of  Bradford. 
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sional  Districts  before  mentioned,  as  Kepresentatives 
of  the  people  of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  term 
of  two  years  to  commence  from  and  after  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  and  that  George  Fuller  has  been 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  before  mentioned. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirty-first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
ninth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Chas.  McClure, 

Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Proclamation  of  the  Election  of  Electors  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States — 
1844. 

Pennsvlvania  ss. 

[Signed]     David  R.  Porter. 

N  THE  NAME  AND  BY  THE  Au- 
thority  of   the  Commonwealth   of 
"      Pennsvlvania.       Bv     DAVID     R. 
PORTER,  Governor  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth. 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in 
and  bv  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assemblv  of  this  Common- 
wealth,  entitled  "An  Act  re- 
lating to  the  elections  of  this 
Commonwealth,"  passed  on  the  Second  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1839,  that  the  Secretarv  of  the  Commonwealth 
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having  received  the  returns  of  the  votes  given  for  the 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States^  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  Governor,  who 
shall  enumerate  and  ascertain  the  number  of  votes 
for  each  person  voted  for,  and  shall  thereupon  declare 
by  Proclamation  the  names  of  the  persons  duly  elected. 

And  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  returns  laid  before 
me  of  the  election  for  electors  held  on  Friday  the  first 
day  of  November  instant,  that  Wilson  McCandless, 
Asa  Dimock,  George  F.  Lehman,  Christian  Kneass, 
William  H.  Smith,  John  Hill,  Samuel  E.  Leech,  Samuel 
Camp,  Jesse  Sharp,  Nathaniel  W.  Sample,  William 
Heidenreich,  Conrad  Shlmer,  Stephen  Baldy,  Jonah 
Brewster,  George  Schnabel,  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred,  Wil- 
liam B.  Irvine,  James  Woodburn,  Hugh  Montgomery, 
Isaac  Ankeny,  John  Matthews,  William  Patterson,  An- 
drew Burke,  John  M'Gill,  Christian  Myers,  and  Kob- 
ert  Orr  are  the  persons  for  whom  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  were  given  at  the  said  election. 

Now  therefore,  I  have  issued  this  proclamation  here- 
by declaring  that  the  said  Wilson  McCandless,  Asa 
Dimock,  George  F.  Lehman,  Christian  Kneass,  Wil- 
liam H.  Smith,  John  Hill,  Samuel  E.  Leech,  Samuel 
Camp,  Jesse  Sharp,  Nathaniel  W.  Sample,  William 
Heidenreich,  Conrad  Shimer,  Stephen  Baldy,  Jonah 
Brewster,  George  Schnabel,  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred.  Wil- 
liam B.  Irvine,  James  Woodburn,  Hugh  Montgomery, 
Isaac  Ankeny,  John  Matthews,  William  Patterson, 
Andrew  Burke,  John  M'Gill,  Christian  Myers,  Kob- 
ert  Orr  are  the  persons  duly  elected  Electors  of  a 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  serve  at  the  election  in  that  behalf  to  be  held  at 
•  the  Seat  of  Government  of  this  State  (being  the  bor- 
ough of  Harrisburg,  in  the  county  of  Dauphin),  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  December  next,  agreeably  to 
the  said  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 
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Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State  at  Harrisburg,  this  thirteenth  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four,  and  of  the  Commonwealth  the  sixty- 
ninth. 

By  the  Governor: 

Chas.  McClure, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


.  Annual  Message  to  the  Assembly. — 1845. 

Fellow-Citizens: 

THE  TERM  TO  WHICH  MY  ELIGIBILITY,  AS 
the  Chief  Executive  officer  of  the  commonwealth, 
is  restricted  by  the  consititution,  being  about 
to  close,  I  submit  to  the  Legislature,  the  last  annual 
message  which  the  duty  of  my  station  enjoins  upon 
me.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  invoking  your  devout  acknowledgments, 
with  my  own,  to  the  Great  Author  of  All  Good,  for 
His  constant  care  and  guardianship  over  the  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  our  beloved  commonwealth.  Up- 
held by  His  paternal  arm,  we  have  been  rescued  from 
the  most  distressing  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
to  which,  in  a  time  of  peace,  any  people  were  ever 
subjected.  Good  has  sprung  out  of  evil — safety  from 
danger — wisdom  from  folly — and  justice  from  a  spirit 
of  ungenerous  detraction.  The  clouds  that  for  sev- 
eral years  jmst,  have  hung  upon  our  horizon,  are  break- 
ing away;  and  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  once  more 
begins  to  beam  upon  our  path. 

Within  ten  days  after  my  induction  into  office,  I  felt 
myself  called  upon,  by  the  highest  considerations  of 
duty,  to  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  a  full  and 
frank  exposition  of  the  state  of  our  pecuniary  affairs. 
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Upon  a  careful  examination,  it  was  ascertained  tliat 
the  amount  of  the  public  debt,  including  surplus  rev- 
enue from  the  United  States,  was  a  little  upwards  of 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  deficit  in  the  Trea- 
sury during  the  year  1839,  beyond  the  income  from  all 
sources,  was  about  four  millions  of  dollars.  To  meet 
this  amount,  immediate  provision  had  to  be  made; 
and,  to  add  to  the  perplexing  embarrassments,  the 
great  commercial  convulsion  which  has  since  reached 
its  height,  was  then  just  beginning  to  be  felt  in  its 
operation.  For  more  than  ten  years  Immediately  pre- 
ceding that  period,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
her  well  known  punctuality  and  great  natural  re- 
sources, had  experienced  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
upon  loans,  on  favorable  terms,  any  amount  of  money 
she  needed,  to  extend  and  carry  on  her  stupendous  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements.  Both  foreign  and 
American  capitalists  were  competitors  for  the  accept- 
ance of  ther  loans;  and  there  seemed  to  be  no  limits 
to  her  credit  and  resources,  except  those  which  her 
own  discretion  imposed.  She  made  large  loans  for  the 
undertaking  and  completion  of  her  various  lines  of 
.improvement,  and  paid  the  interest  upon  theste  loans 
by  other  loans.  Stimulated  by  these  facilities,  and 
forgetting  the  day  ever  would  arrive  when  her  interest 
must  be  paid,  not  by  loans,  but  by  taxation,  a  system 
of  improvements,  by  railroad  and  canal,  was  under- 
taken, far  more  comprehensive  than  her  necessities 
required,  and  far  beyond  her  means  to  complete.  The 
same  reckless  spirit  which  actuated  the  government, 
had  seized  upon  her  private  cijtizens,  and  induced  them 
to  engage  in  undertakings  equally  indiscreet  and  un- 
attainable. Within  a  very  few  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  commencement  of  my  administration,  banks 
were  created  to  an  extent,  and  with  capital,  unheard 
of  in  this  commonwealth  at  any  former  period.  These 
banks,  controlled  by  men  moved  by  such  impulses. 
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very  speedily  exploded,  and,  as  every  rational  man 
ought  to  have  foreseen,  overwhelmed,  in  their  down- 
fall, the  entire  business  of  the  community.  Within 
about  two  years  after  I  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  Executive  functions,  banks,  the  aggregate  cap- 
ital of  which  amounted  to  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  banking  capital  of  the  state,  and  furnishing 
more  than  that  proportion  of  its  currency,  were  com- 
pelled to  wind  up  their  affairs;  and,  in  doing  so,  not 
onl}^  extinguished  this  amount  of  the  ostensible  cap- 
ital of  the  state,  but  crippled  the  remaining  banks, 
compelled  them  to  withhold  facilities  from  the  busi- 
ness men  of  the  community,  and,  by  forcing  their 
debtors,  constituting  a  large  class  of  men  engaged  in 
various  pursuits  of  life,  to  discharge  their  liabilities, 
almost  crushed  the  large  and  flourishing  class  of  busi- 
ness men  in  all  parts  of  the  commonwealth.  To  add 
still  farther  to  these  perplexing  evils,  the  condition 
of  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  Europe  became  almost  as 
deeply  embarrassed  as  our  own;  and  foreign  capital- 
ists, who  had  sought  for  opportunities  to  make  in- 
vestments in  this  country,  were  induced  to  withhold 
their  usual  loans. 

During  a  short  period  previous  to  my  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  my  office,  our  internal  improvement  sys- 
tem, confessedly  incomplete,  was  very  largely  extended 
by  making  appropriations  towards  the  construction 
of  the  North  and  West  Branch  and  Erie  extensions, 
Wiconisco  canal,  Allegheny  feeder  and  Gettysburg 
railroad,  besides  guaranteeing  the  interest  upon  loans 
made  to  private  companies,  engaged  in  the  construc- 
tion of  works  leading  into  the  improvements  of  the 
state.  The  amount  which  has  been  paid  by  the  state 
for  these  and  other  improvements,  which  are  wholly 
unproductive,  is  nearly  nine  millions  of  dollars. 

The  most  strenuous  exertions  were  required  to  ob- 
tain, during  the  first  two  years,  a  sufficient  amount  of 


1056  Papers  of  the  Governors. 

money  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  state  debt,  de- 
fray the  current  expenses  of  the  government,  and  to 
pay  off  the  large  class  of  domestic  creditors,  natur- 
ally and  justly  clamoring  for  the  discharge  of  their 
demands  upon  the  state.  Kigid  economy  was  recom- 
mended and  enforced  in  all  the  public  expenditures. 
The  extended  lines  of  improvement,  which  might  have 
been  completed  a  few  years  earlier  by  loans,  were  sus- 
pended, in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  the  state  to 
raise  the  necessary  funds;  and  finally  the  interest  upon 
the  public  debt  failed  to  be  paid  from  the  same  cause, 
and  the  want  of  time  requisite  to  mature  a  plan  of  tax- 
ation which  would  produce  the  necessary  sum  for  that 
object.  Not  a  single  dollar  has  been  appropriated 
or  paid,  under  my  administration,  towards  the  com- 
mencement of  any  new  work  whatever.  The  state  of 
affairs  was  such,  at  its  outset,  as  to  forbid  any  such 
undertaking,  however  meritorious  in  itself,  and  I 
have  strictly  adhered  to  this  rule  of  conduct. 

Shortly  after  I  assumed  the  Executive  duties  of  the 
state,  I  became  satisfied  that  the  procrastination  of 
the  evil  day,  when  resort  to  taxation  was  demanded 
by  the  most  imperative  obligation  of  duty,  could  no 
longer  be  indulged.  Painful  as  was  the  alternative, 
I  felt  how  deeply  the  honor  of  the  state  was  involved, 
and  recommended  the  imposition  of  a  tax,  which 
should  supply  an  adequate  fund  to  discharge  the  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  committing  the  details  to  the 
Legislature.  This  recommendation  I  reiterated  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  aijid  ultimately  it  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

The  assessment  under  the  several  laws,  imposing  a 
tax  on  real  and  personal  property,  and  the  amount 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  are  as  follows: 
Amount   of   tax   assessed 

for  1841, 1416,794  85 

Amount   of   tax   assessed 

for  1842,   659,512  47 
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Amount   of   tax  assessed 

for  1843,  968,708  40 

Amount   of   tax   assessed 

for  1844,  about, 968,708  40  ' 

Whole  amount  assessed  for  the  past 

four  years,   |3,013,724  12 

Amount  received  in  1841, .  |33,292  77 
Amount  received  in  1842, .  486,635  85 
Amount  received  in  1843, .  553,911  38 
Amount  received  in  1844, .      751,210  01 

11,825,050  01 


Leaving  the  amount  of  tax  outstanding 

on  the  1st  of  December  last,  |1,188,674  11 


Subject  to  exonerations,  commissions,  &c.,  which  may 
be  estimated  at  ten  per  cent.  The  balance,  it  is  fair 
to  presume  will  be  made  available  the  current  year. 
Of  the  |751;210  paid  into  the  Treasury  during  the  past 
fiscal  year,  only  |143,099 .  06  was  received  from  the  tax 
assessed  for  1844,  leaving  outstanding,  for  that  year 
alone,  over  |800,000.  The  receipts  from  this  source, 
for  the  present  year,  may,  therefore,  be  estimated  at 
about  11,260,000. 

The  acts  which  have  been  passed  upon  this  subject, 
and  which  are  now  in  force,  provide  for  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax,  which,  taking  the  valuation  for  1843,  of 
the  real  and  personal  property  as  a  basis,  will  annu- 
ally amount  to  the  sum  of  |1,453,000.  That  valua- 
tion, it  may  be  remarked,  was  considerably  below  that 
of  1842.  If,  therefore,  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1844  be  fairly  carried  into  effect,  in  the  valuation  of 
property,  and  the  collection  and  prompt  paj^ment  of 
the  tax,  be  enforced,  the  annual  revenue  hereafter  to 
be  derived  from  this  source,  will  amount  to  at  least 

67— Vol.  VI.— 4th  Ser. 
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11,500,000.  This  sum,  with  the  other  resources  of 
the  commonwealth,  will  be  entirely  adequate  to  fur- 
nish the  necessary  amount  to  discharge  the  interest 
upon  the  public  debt,  and  thus  ensure  the  fidelity 
of  the  state  to  her  engagements. 

Without  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  details  of 
these  laws  are,  in  all  their  minute  particulars,  the 
most  equal  and  just,  in  the  objects  selected  for  taxa- 
tion, and  the  rates  imposed,  I  will  remark  that  they 
seem  to  be  substantially  conformable  to  public  opin- 
ion. There  is  a  defect  in  providing  for  the  punctual 
enforcement  of  the  laws  imposing  and  collecting  the 
taxes,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Legislature,  the  adoption  of  some  more 
efficient  mode  of  attaining  this  end.  This  might  be 
done  by  inflicting  penalties  on  the  collectors,  or  other 
officers,  found  delinquent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  That  class  of  individuals  is  as  little  entitled 
to  indulgence  or  sympathy,  as  any  others  engaged  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws. 

The  entire  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  this  time  is: 

Funded  debt,  6  per  cent. 

stocks,   14,370,916  21 

Funded  debt,  5  per  cent. 

stocks,   34,721,534  46 

Funded  debt,  4^  per  cent. 

stocks,   !^ 200,000  00 

139,292,450  67 

Loan  (relief  issue)  per  act 
of  4th  May,  1841,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  one 
per  cent, |1,175,000  000 

Loan  (relief  issue)  per  act 
of  4th*  May,  1841,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.,    171,636  00 
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Loan  (relief  issue)  per  act 
of  4th  May,  1841,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  five 
per  cent.,    91,542  00 


Amount  in   circulation, |1,438,178  00 

Balance  diHe  domestic  creditors,  on  cer- 
tificates issued  by  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral,     104,384  93 


Amounting  to  the  sum  of, |40,835,013  60 


The  increase  in  the  state  debt,  since  I  assumed  the 
duties  of  the  Executive  chair,  may  be  properly  under- 
stood, when  it  is  stated,  that  the  interest  which  has 
accrued  thereon,  since  that  period, 

amounts  to, |10,362,186  00 

The  amount  of  interest  guaranteed  to 

private    corporations,   to,    144,340  00 

And  the  amount  of  appropriations  to- 
wards the  completion  of  unfinished 
lines  of  public  improvements^  com- 
menced prior  to  that  time,  to  about.       4,500,000  00 


Amounting  to,    |15,006,526  00 


The  annual  interest  on  the  funded  debt  of  the  state, 
payable  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  exclusive  of  in- 
terest on  certificates  issued  for  interest,  is  |1,747,- 
030.12,  falling  due  respectively  on  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary and  August,  of  which  the  sum  of  $873,515.06  is 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  February  next.  If  it  should 
be  determined  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  interest  cer- 
tificates on  the  1st  of  February,  then  the  further  sum 
of  197,880.84,  will  be  required. 
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The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year, 
ending  on  the  80th  November  last,  including  a  small 
available   balance    from   the   previous 

year  were,   |2,511,237  03 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period, 

including  the  amount  of  relief  notes 

cancelled,  were,   i^847,385  15 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 

that  day,  of |663,851  88 

There  was  also  an  available  balance  in 

the  Canal  Treasury,  on  the  same  day, 

of   , 39,497  00 

The  receipts  during  the  month  of  De- 
cember, exclusive  of  disbursements, 

were,    139,681  23 

To  which  may  be  added  the  receipts 

over  expenditures,    for   the   present 

month,  estimated  at, 120,000  00 

Making  the  amount  in  the  Trea- 
sury on  1st  February,  about, |963,030  11 


This  balance  embraces  the  sum  of  |50,000  *of  relief 
notes,  which  the  State  Treasurer  withheld  from  can- 
cellation on  the  31st  December,  and  which,  if  needed, 
may  be  applied  by  the  Legislature  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt.  From  the  facts  here  pre- 
sented, it  is  evident  that  the  commonwealth  will 
be  prepared  to  meet  her  interest  falling  due 
on  the  1st  of  February.  Attempts,  it  is  true, 
have  been  made  to  create  doubts  in  the  public 
mind  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  paying  the 
interest  on  that  day,  lest  there  should  be  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  August.  But 
it  must  be  perfectly  evident  that  the  Treasury  will 
be  in  ample  funds,  not  only  on  the  first  of  August  next, 
but  also  on  the  first  of  February,  1845.     And  the  very 
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fact  that  interest  is  paid  on  the  first  of  February  next, 
will  increase  the  means  and  credit  of  the  state  to 
meet  its  interest  in  August,  and  afterwards,  when  it 
falls  due.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  when  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  enough  money  to  discharge  the  interest 
on  the  first  of  February,  is  in  the  Treasury,  applicable 
to  that  object,  and  it  is  not  so  applied^  we  shall,  with 
much  appearance  of  justice,  subject  ourselves  to  the 
reproach  of  our  traducers,  as  wilfully  dishonest  and 
regardless  of  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State.  With 
an  exhausted  treasury  and  tarnished  credit,  we  could 
plead  our  necessities  in  extenuation  of  our  violation 
of  contracts;  but  what  shadow  of  excuse  could  be  of- 
fered when  this  necessity  has  ceased  to  exist?  None, 
whatever,  that  good  old-fashioned  integrity  does  not 
brand  as  disgraceful  and  unworthy  our  character  slb  a 
sovereign  state. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  every  Pennsylvanian  to  re- 
flect that  the  credit  of  this  great  state,  which  has  been, 
for  upwards  of  two  years,  subjected  to  reproach,  will 
thus  be  restored  to  the  unsullied  purity  of  character 
which,  until  this  unavoidable  reverse  of  fortune,  she 
had  steadfastly  maintained.  The  claims  of  all  her 
honest  creditors  will  be  punctually  discharged,  and 
the  gross  imputations  which  have  been  heaped  upon 
her  name  wiped  out;  and  the  abiding  confidence 
which  we  have  ever  felt  in  the  disposition  and  ability 
of  the  state  to  comply  with  all  her  engagements,  will 
be  fully  realized. 

The  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  will  pre- 
sent to  you^  in  detail,  the  operations  on  the  public  im- 
provements, for  the  past  year.  The  tolls  collected 
in  1844,  amount  to  |1, 167,603. 42,  being  an  increase 
over  1843  of  $172,199.10.  The  collections  for  the  year 
exceed  the  expenditures  the  sum  of  |629,658.82. 

The  report  of  the  State  Treasurer  will  explain,  in 
detail,  our  financial  condition.     That  oflQcer  estimates 
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the  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  of  November,  1845,  at  .  .  |3,005,000  00 
To  which  add  balance  in  Treasury,  on 

30th   November   last,    .    |G63,851  88 
Also,  the  amount  in  Canal 

Treasury,  on  the  same 

day,    39,497  00 

1703,348  88 


Making  a  total  of,  |3,708,348  88 

He    als-o    estimates    the    expenditures 

of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  same 

period,  including  interest  on  public 

debt,  at  3,061,013  56 


Leaving  a  balance  in  Treasury 
on  30th  Nov.,  1845,  of, $647,335  32 

There  is,  therefore,  no  manner  of  doubt  that,  hence- 
forth, the  state  will  be  able  to  meet  not  only  the  in- 
terest on  her  public  debt,  but  all  her  other  engage- 
ments of  every  description;  the  taxes  now  imposed 
by  law  (if  their  collection  and  payment  into  the  Trea- 
sury be  strictly  enforced),  and  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic improvements,  with  other  sources  of  revenue,  con- 
stituting a  fund  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

Recurring  to  the  history  of  the  past  six  years,  what 
a  satisfactory  answer  does  it  furnish  to  the  objections 
of  the  enemies  of  republican  government,  against  its 
stability  and  its  honor.  Oppressed  by  personal  em- 
barrassments— weighed  down  by  public  liabilities — 
reproached  for  not  doing  what  the  most  manful  strug- 
gles were  unable  to  accomplish — the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  still  borne  themselves  steadily  in  the 
darkest  hour;  have  submitted  to  taxation,  grievous 
at  all  times,  and  particularly  so  in  convulsions  of 
business,  and  have  at  last  reached  the  solid  footing 
which  public  integrity  and  public  fidelity  in  the  end 
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never  fail  to  attain.  The  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments attending  this  struggle,  will  hardly  be  credited 
by  those  who  have  not  shared  them;  and,  I  confess, 
it  will  ever  be  to  me  a  source  of  proud  satisfaction  to 
compare  the  condition  of  the  state,  when  the  helm  of 
government  was  put  into  my  hands,  with  its  condition 
when  I  surrender  it  into  the  hands  of  my  successor. 
I  say  not  this  to  r-eproach  those  who  preceded,  nor  to 
diminish  the  just  credit  of  those  who  succeed  me; 
but  as  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  all  who  embarked  with 
me  in  the  gloomy  and  perilous  voyage  we  have  run 
since  the  15th  of  January,  1839.  It  can  hardly  be 
possible  for  such  a  season  of  trial  ever  to  occur  again; 
but  if  unhappily  it  should,  I  trust  those  who  are  called 
upon  to  encounter  it,  will  find  something  in  our  ex- 
ample to  cheer  and  animate  them  to  persevere  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  financial  concerns  of 
the  state,  for  the  last  few  years,  a  subject  of  the  deep- 
est solicitude,  I  shall  proceed  to  submit  to  you  but 
few  special  recommendations ;  for,  at  the  present  time, 
I  deem  it  no  more  than  an  act  of  respectful  courtesy 
to  my  successor,  to  leave  entirely  in  his  hands  those 
recommendations  of  a  general  nature,  which  are  usu- 
ally expected  to  emanate  from  the  Executive  depart- 
ment. There  are  a  few  topics,  however,  upon  which 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  offer  some  suggestions  for 
your  consideration. 

The  unexampled  commotion  and  disturbance  that 
recently  prevailed  in  the  business  concerns  of  the 
country,  have,  in  a  great  degree,  subsided,  and  left 
us  in  a  state  to  survev  the  field  of  disaster  with  a 
calm  and  experienced  eye.  The  throes  and  convul- 
sions of  the  banking  system,  for  a  time,  menaced  all 
those  institutions  with  speedy  downfall,  but  most  of 
them  have  now  outrode  the  storm.  No  man  could 
witness  the  existing  state  of  things,  without  feeling 
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conscious  that  this  system  was  essentially  vicious, 
and  needed  effectual  reform. 

To  make  banks  useful,  without  being  dangerous — to 
correct  the  evils  without  depriving  them  of  all  power 
to  do  good — to  restrain  them  within  the  proper  sphere 
by  rigid  regulations — is  an  object  at  which  I  think 
ail  intelligent  and  honest  legislation  should  aim.  In 
this  opinion,  I  presume,  there  will  be  no  discordance 
whatever  among  well  informed  men. 

Early  in  the  month  of  May  last,  a  series  of  the 
most  alarming  and  sanguinary  riots  broke  out  in  the 
district  of  Kensington,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 
On  the  origin  of  these  riotous  proceedings,  I  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  make  any  particular  animadver- 
sions. It  is  enough  to  say,  that  a  large  amount  of 
private  property,  dwelling  houses  and  churches,  were 
burnt  and  destroyed;  and  that  a  large  number  of 
valuable  lives  were  sacrificed.  To  such  an  extent 
was  the  public  safety  endangered,  that  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  for  an  adequate  force  to  arrest  and 
quell  these  disturbances.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
very  considerable  number  of  troops,  from  the  adjoin- 
ing districts,  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  and,  by  assum- 
ing a  firm  and  determined  position,  peace  and  order 
were  temporarily  restor-ed. 

In  the  month  of  July,  similar  outrages  again  were 
committed  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  and  with  similar  painful  and 
bloody  results.  I  was  again  called  upon  to  interfere, 
and  a  second  time  repaired  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
having  made  similar  requisitions  upon  the  volunteers 
of  neighboring  districts,  and,  by  the  adoption  of  sim- 
ilar proceedings,  lawless  outrage  was  again  sup- 
pressed, and  public  tranquility,  as  I  trust,  thoroughly 
restored.  On  these  occasions,  the  mob  had  procured 
fire-arms  of  nearly  all  descriptions,  and   used  them 
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both  against  private  citizens  and  against  the  military 
with  deadly  effect.  I  had  the  gratification  to  witness 
that  the  citizen  soldiery,  thus  called,  at  an  hour's  warn- 
ing, from  their  homes  to  the  scene  of  bloody  conflict, 
acted,  in  all  emergencies,  with  a  coolness,  steadiness 
and  courage  worthy  of  veterans,  and  with  a  degree  of 
forbearance,  without  shrinking  from  their  duty,  in- 
finitely more  to  their  honor.  Officers  and  men  all  be- 
haved in  a  manner  entitled  to  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Major  General  Pat- 
terson, herewith  transmitted,  for  the  detailed  opera- 
tions of  the  military,  on  the  occasions  to  which  I  have 
referred.  It  is  due  to  these  citizen  soldiers,  to  make 
speedy  and  adequate  remuneration  for  their  services. 
I  submit  it  to  the  Legislature  to  ascertain  the  time 
to  be  allowed  them,  and  fix  the  amount  they  ought  to 
receive;  but  I  must  urge  upon  its  consideration,  in  the 
most  earnest  terms,  the  justice  and  propriety  of  their 
claims.  Men  who  abandon  their  daily  pursuits  of 
life,  leave  their  wives  and  children  without  protec- 
tion or  support,  and  peril  their  lives  in  the  public  ser- 
vice, either  against  foreign  or  domestic  foes,  are  justly 
entitled  to  a  liberal  compensation  from  that  public 
whose  laws  they  have  defended.  The  salutary  lesson 
taught  by  the  rigid,  though  considerate  enforcement 
of  the  laws,  by  means  of  the  military,  and  the  firm 
and  enlightened  course  pursued  by  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals and  the  officers  in  Philadelphia,  entrusted  with 
the  duty  of  bringing  offenders  before  them,  will  doubt- 
less prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  evils,  and  guarantee, 
hereafter,  the  peace  and  good  order  of  that  commu- 
nity. ' 

Although  the  system  of  imprisonment  adopted  by 
Pennsylvania  some  years  ago,  at  the  establishment 
of  her  penitentiaries,  has  been  justly  regarded  as  the 
most  admirable  to  be  found  among  all  nations,  yet 
there  is  one  department  which  remains  to  be  provided 
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for,  that  of  establishing,  in  connection  with  each  of 
our  state  penitentiaries,  a  department  for  the  charge 
of  the  insane  inmates.  There  have  been,  almost  every 
year,  since  I  have  been  Governor  of  the  commonwealth, 
some  unfortunate  persons  confined  in  the  penitentiary, 
of  this  description,  who,  either  were  partially  insane 
when  committed,  or  became  so  afterwards.  As  the 
law  now  stands,  there  is  no  remedy  for  these  cases, 
but  to  pardon  them,  or  confine  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  criminals  are  confined.  Both  these  modes 
are  often  times  wrong,  and  I  respectfully  urge  it  upon 
your  consideration  to  make  some  provision  for  re- 
dressing the  evil  in  future. 

The  state  debt  now  consists  of  thirtv-seven  distinct 
loans,  for  each  of  which  a  separate  set  of  books  must 
be  kept  in  the  loan  office  of  the  commonwealth.  Con- 
stant divisions,  sub-divisions,  and  transfers  of  stock, 
are  taking  place,  and  the  whole  system  is  becoming 
daily  more  laborious  and  complicated.  I  recommend 
an  inquiry  into  the  subject,  and,  if  practicable,  the 
consolidation  of  these  loans  into  some  uniform  system. 

The  careless  manner  in  which  bills  are  transcribed, 
is  a  subject  which  calls  for  some  remedy.  It  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  the  Executive  is  compelled  to 
return  bills  to  the  comparing  committes,  for  correc- 
tion, before  he  can  give  them  his  approval. — Bills  pre- 
sented during  the  last  hours  of  the  session,  and,  as  is 
usually  the  case,  on  the  day  after  the  adjournment, 
cannot  undergo  this  correcting  process,  and  are  nec- 
essarily placed  upon  the  statute  book,  with  such  er- 
rors as  they  may  contain.  It  has  likewise  been  dis- 
covered, after  the  publication  of  the  laws,  that  whole 
sections  which  had  passed  both  Houses,  had  been  omit- 
ted in  the  transcribed  bill,  and  sections  inserted  which 
had  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature.  I 
deem  it  only  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
evil,  without  making  any  recommendation  as  to  the 
proper  remedy. 
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During  the  time  I  have  been  in  office,  no  appropria- 
tions, have  been  made  to  furnish  the  Executive  Cham- 
ber, in  a  manner  which  seems  to  me  to  be  suitable 
to  the  character  of  the  state.  I  have  avoided  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  thisi  subject  for 
obvious  reasons;  but  a  sense  of  delicacy  no  longer  re- 
strains me  from  pressing  upon  your  attention  the  ne- 
cessity of  supplying  the  Executive  Chamber  with  fur- 
niture and  conveniences,  a  little  less  unbecoming  than 
those  that  are  found  there  at  present. 

The  public  grounds'  surrounding  the  Capitol,  not- 
withstanding that  considerable  sums  have  been  ap- 
propriated to  improve  and  embellish  them,  are  still 
in  a  condition  not  at  all  creditable  to  the  capital  of 
the  state;  and  especially  that  portion,  not  enclosed, 
upon  the  southeast  side  of  the  Capitol,  stands  in  need 
of  improvement  and  care.  This  ground  was  a  dona- 
tion to  the  state  by  the  respected  founder  of  Harris- 
burg,  and  it  is  scarcely  just  to  his  memory  to  treat 
his  muniftcence  with  such  negligence. 

The  taste  and  self-respect  of  a  people  are  strikingly 
exemplified  in  the  structure  of  their  public  buildings, 
and  in  the  embellishments  surroujiding  them.  If 
strangers  were  to  adopt  this  as  a  criterion  by  which 
to  estimate  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  should  have  little  cause  to  be  proud  of  the 
judgment  they  would  form  of  us.  I  beg  leave  to  rec- 
ommend that  a  suitable  appropriation  be  made  to 
render  our  public  grounds  somewhat  more  worthy 
the  character  of  the  people  of  the  state. 

The  unfortunate  destruction  of  the  bridge  of  the 
Cumberland  Valley  railroad  company,  over  the  Sus- 
quehanna, at  Harrisburg,  by  fire,  has,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, cut  off  the  trade  and  business  which  that  valu- 
able tributary  to  our  public  improvements  supplied. 
The  state  holds  in  that  company,  stock  to  the  amount 
of  $70,000.     The  original  cost  of  the  bridge  was  |124,- 
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000;  and  it  will  probably  cost  |90,000  to  rebuild  it 
on  the  most  approved  plau.  The  condition  of  the  com- 
pany is  such  as  to  forbid  the  hope  of  its  being  able 
to  rai»e  the  whole  of  the  funds  necessary  to  r-e-con- 
struct  it.  Many  of  the  numerous  bridges  erected 
over  that  river,  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  de- 
stroyed by  floods  and  otherwise,  and  I  believe  that  the 
Legislature,  in  every  instance,  has  thought  it  right 
and  proper  to  assist  in  their  re-construction.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  urge  the  pro- 
priety of  making  a  reasonable  appropriation  to  aid 
the  company  in  this  undertaking. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  will  acquaint  you  with  the  progress  and 
condition  of  these  institutions,  during  the  year,  to- 
gether with  his  views  respecting  the  improvement  of 
the  school  system,  and  the  means  to  be  adopted  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  highly  essential  to  the  success  of  our 
system  of  education,  that  the  appropriation  from  the 
state  should  be  fixed  and  permanent.  Uncertainty 
in  this  respect  is  attended  with  deleterious  conse- 
quences, and  productive  of  derangement  in  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  the  system.  Whatever  is  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  cause  of  popular  education,  is 
worthy  your  most  serious  and  earnest  attention.  On 
it  depends,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  honor  of  our 
commonwealth,  the  distinction  and  happiness  of  her 
citizens,  and  the  perfection  and  perpetuity  of  our  po- 
litical institutions. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  you,  and  will  exhibit  particulars  in  relation 
to  the  militia  system.  During  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  an  act  was  passed  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  system  and  provide  a  more  rigid  mode 
for  the  collection  of  militia  fines.  The  provisions  of 
this  act  are  found  to  be  highly  beneficial  in  their  op- 


David  Rittenhouse  Porter.  1069 

eration,  and,  it  is  believed,  will  enable  the  system  to 
sustain  itself  without  having  recourse,  as  heretofore, 
to  the  Treasury  of  the  state  for  aid.  The  amount  of 
fines  assessed  the  last  year,  for  non-performance  of 
militia  duty,  is  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses for  the  same  time.  The  brief  period  from  the 
enactment  of  the  law,  until  the  collectors  were  re- 
quired to  accomplish  their  duties  under  it,  was  not 
sufficient  for  them  to  complete  their  collections.  The 
outstanding  fines  of  the  past  year,  however,  may  be 
collected  with  those  of  the  present,  and  thus  a  sum 
obtained  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense  of  both. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  your  care  and 
encouragement,  the  volunteer  troops  of  our  common- 
wealth. They  will  lose  nothing  when  compared  with 
the  troops  of  this  or  any  other  country.  Their  cour- 
age and  efficiency  as  soldiers  have  been  tested  and 
established,  and  they  have  deservedly  become  favor- 
ites with  the  i>eople.  In  cases  of  exigency,  we  must 
chiefly  depend  upon  them  to  protect  from  injury  and 
destruction  our  individual  property,  our  national 
honor,  and  our  political  liberties. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  29th  April,  1844, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  reduce  the  state  debt,  and  to  in- 
corporate the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Railroad  Com- 
pany," the  question  of  a  sale  of  the  main  line  of  im- 
provements, submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  the 
election  in  October  last,  was  decided  .in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  requisite  notice  was  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  commissioners  named  in 
the  act,  and  they  have  proceeded  to  far  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  as  to  advertise  that  the  sale  of 
the  stock  of  the  proposed  company  will  commence,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  20th  of  January,  in- 
stant. The  time  has,  therefore,  not  yet  arrived  when 
the  practicability  of  disposing  of  these  improvements, 
on  the  terms  specified  in  the  law,  will  be  tested.     I 
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am  not  aware  that  any  legislative  proceedings  on  this 
subject  are  called  for  at  the  present  time. 

The  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  named  in  the 
act  of  the  13th  April,  1844,  entitled  "An  Act  to  au- 
thorize the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Delaware  Ca- 
nal Company,"  will  appear  from  a  report  accompany- 
ing this  message,  setting  forth  their  inability  to  dis- 
pose of  the  stock.  It  will  be  for  the  Legislature  to 
determine  what  further  action,  if  any,  on  this  subject, 
is  necessary. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  informed  the  Legis- 
lature that  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  7th  March, 
1843,  a  charter  had  been  issued  to  the  Erie  canal 
company,  and  possession  given  to  it  of  that  portion 
of  the  public  improA-ements  from  the  town  of  New 
Castle  to  the  harbor  of  Erie.  On  the  18th  December 
last,  the  necessary  proof  having  been  laid  before  me, 
that  the  work  had  been  completed,  and  was  in  actual 
use  for  the  transportation  of  merchandize  throughout 
its  whole  length,  I  directed,  in  conformity  with  the 
terms  of  the  act,  notice  to  be  given  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  line,  to  deliver  the  company  possession  of 
the  I>eaver  division,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver 
river  to  New  Castle. 

The  District  Court  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, exercising  a  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  demands 
above  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  will  expire  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  the  Jjegislature,  by  a  limita- 
tion contained  in  the  act  creating  it.  This  court,  on 
which,  from  the  nature  of  its  jurisdiction,  it  neces- 
sarily devolves  to  determine  the  majority  of  the  more 
important  cases  arising  in  that  judicial  district,  has 
been  laboriously  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
for  a  space  of  nearly  ten  years.  The  manner  in  which 
these  duties  have  been  performed,  besides  securing  the 
confidence  of  the  bar  and  the  community,  would  seem 
to  have  produced  the  very  general  impression  that 
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this  tribunal  is  indispensable  to  a  due  administra- 
tion of  the  law  in  that  city  and  county.  I  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  an 
act  continuing  the  court  in  its  present  form,  and  se- 
curing to  it,  in  every  proper  manner,  the  services  of 
faithful  and  able  judges. 

Fortunately  for  the  Legislature  and  the  people,  the 
subject  of  the  public  printing,  for  a  long  time  a  topic 
of  just  complaint  of  the  unreasonable  amount  ex- 
pended for  that  purpose,  was  put  to  rest  during  the  last 
session,  by  allotting  it  to  the  lowest  bidders,  after  the 
just  precaution  of  exacting  security  for  its  faithful 
execution.  •  The  parties  to  whom  it  was  given,  fixed 
their  own  rates  of  compensation,  and  have  no  doubt 
made  ample  provision  against  all  hazard  of  loss;  and 
we  may,  therefore}  hope  that  this  item  of  the  public 
expenditure  will  not  be  swelled  to  its  usual  alarming 
amount,  by  demands  for  extra  compensation. 

Before  I  conclude  this  communication,  I  will  call 
your  attention  to  a  subject  in  which  I  believe  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  has  a  deeper  stake  than  in  any  other 
now  pending,  or  likely  to  be  brought,  either  before  her 
own  Legislature  or  the  Legislature  of  the  Union.  I 
refer  to  the  maintenance,  in  all  substantial  points, 
of  the  existing  revenue  laws  of  the  Union,  more  gen- 
erally known  as  the  tariff  laws.  The  great  variety 
and  complexity  of  interests  in  the  different  quarters 
of  the  Union,  render  the  adjustment  of  any  tariff  sys- 
tem, an  extremely  difficult  and  delicate  undertaking. 
Could  the  people  of  every  section  of  the  Union,  survey 
the  entire  circle  of  national  interests,  with  a  perfectly 
cool  and  unprejudiced  eye,  this  difficulty  and  delicacy 
would  almost  entirely  vanish.  But  while  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  are  wedded  to  certain  notions,  with- 
out regard  to  their  foundation  in  reason  and  in  truth, 
it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  expect  from  any  body 
of  men,  assembled  in  Congress,  a  perfectly  free  and 
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unprejudiced  examination  of  this  exciting  question. 
We  must  deal  with  men  and  things,  as  we  find  them, 
and  not  as  we  would  desire  to  have  them.     In  a  con- 
flict where  prejudice  and  self-interest  bias  the  judg- 
ment, it  behooves  the  representatives  of  every  section, 
while  they  yield  a  due  regard  to  the  claims  of  others, 
to  stand  firmly  by  their  own.     I  have,  from  year  to 
year,  in  addressing  communications  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, referred  to  this  subject,  not  so  much  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  action  in  the  National  Legislature, 
as  to  keep  before  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
to  familiarize  it  in  their  minds,  and  to  prepare  them 
to  unite  in  maintaining  their  own  interests;  whenever 
those  interests  might  be  endangered.     I  was  assailed 
when  I  first  took  this  high  ground  in  defence  of  the 
welfare  of  Pennsylvania,  from  various  quarters,  and 
denounced  for  advacating  doctrines  to  which  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  this  state  were  asserted  to  be 
opposed;    but,  regardless  of  these  idle  and  futile  as- 
saults, I   have  reiterated  the  same  sentiments,   and 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  in  the  recent 
presidential  election,  in  which  the  tariff  was  believed 
to  be  involved,  both  political  parties,  nearly  to  a  man, 
assumed  the  same  positions  I  had  taken,  and  advo- 
cated the  same  doctrines  which  I  had  endeavored  to 
enforce  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.     I 
advert  to   this  matter  now,  not  so  much  to  justify 
myself,   as  to   prove,   whatever  has  been  alleged  to 
the  contrary,  that  there  is  but  one  party  on  this  ques- 
tion, in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  party  is  nearly  the  en- 
tire mass  of  her  citizens.     I  hazard  nothing  in  assert- 
ing that  neither  of  the  presidential  candidates  could 
have  hoped,  for  a  moment,  to  get  a  majority  of  the 
votes  in  this  state,  had  not  his  claims  been  based  upon 
the  assurance  that  he  was  friendly  to  the  continuance 
of  the  present  tariff  laws,  substantially  as  they  stand. 
The  iron  and  coal  interests  in  this  state,  great  as 
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they  have  been  considered  to  be,  are  yet  in  their  in- 
fancy. Deposits  of  these  minerals,  scattered  through- 
out almost  every  hill  and  valley  in  the  commonwealth 
are  exhaustless,  and  are  so  peculiarly  distributed,  in 
all  quarters,  as  to  create  a  direct  interest  on  the  part 
of  nearly  every  citizen,  in  the  development  and  en- 
couragement of  every  system  of  policy  which  can  ren- 
der them  available.  The  owners  of  the  lands  in  which 
they  are  embedded — the  agriculturists  who  furnish  the 
workmen  their  supplies — the  merchants,  mechanics 
and  artizans  of  all  descriptions — look  to  these  re- 
sources ultimately,  as  the  great  fountain  from  which 
state  and  individual  prosperity  must  be  derived.  Here, 
it  is  believed,  must  be  founded  and  sustained  the  great 
counterpoise  to  foreign  importations  of  all  species 
of  iron,  raw  and  manufactured,  with  which  the  whole 
American  people  are  to  be  supplied.  Here,  too,  is 
to  be  found  a  deposite  of  fuel  for  the  family  use  of 
the  poor,  as  well  as  for  the  more  extensive  use  in  the 
manufacturing  purposes  of  the  rich.  Possessing  such 
advantages,  how  can  any  rational  man  consent  to  re- 
linquish and  forego  them,  to  gratify  the  caprices  of 
those  who  certainly  mistake  their  own,  and  are  in- 
capable of  appreciating  the  interests  of  others?  We 
seek  no  unreasonable  prohibitions — we  ask  not  the 
protection  of  the  government  at  the  expense  of  the 
rights  of  our  sister  states;  but  we  do  ask,  and  we 
think  we  have  a  right  to  ask,  that  the  system  of  en- 
couraging and  protecting  the  domestic  interests  of  this 
country,  the  corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  in  the  act 
of  Congress  of  1st  June,  1789,  should  not  be  aban- 
doned without  some  more  substantial  reason  than  the 
empty  notions  of  visionary  theorists.  We  believe  that 
the  tariff  law  of  1842,  now  in  force,  making  reasonable 
allowance  for  inaccuracy  and  inconsistency  in  its  mi- 
nute details,  is  founded  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  and 
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fair  dealing,  equally  just  to  the  great  national  inter- 
ests of  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  To  dis- 
turb it  now,  except  to  correct  its  minor  details,  is  to 
unsettle  the  whole  system,  to  weaken  its  stability,  and 
to  destroy  the  confidence,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the 
wisdom  and  consistency  of  the  National  Government, 
and  to  break  down,  now  and  forever,  all  hope  of  com- 
peting with  foreign  rivalry  in  the  interests  to  which 
this  law  extends  some  cherishing  protection.  The 
great  interests  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  ask  for  addi- 
tional protection,  or  for  new  safe-guards;  but,  small 
as  the  discriminations  are  in  their  behalf,  to  let  them 
remain  as  they  are,  with  a  certainty  that  they  shall 
not  be  changed  without  substantial  reasons,  and  the 
concurrence  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 

There  seems  to  be  a  disposition  among  some  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Legislature  to  interfere  with  this 
subject,  and  I  think  the  present,  a  proper  occasion  for 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  speak  out  in  de- 
cided terms,  and  announce  to  those  who  represent  the 
people  of  this  great  commonwealth  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation,  what  course  it  is  expected  by  their  constitu- 
ents they  will  pursue.  If  the  issue  is  to  be  distinctly 
made  between  the  coal  and  iron  interests  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  those  of  foreign  nations,  the  sooner  it  is 
known  the  better;  and  I  trust,  whenever  such  an  issue 
is  to  be  determined,  every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
whether  in  office  or  out  of  office,  will  be  found  on  the 
side  of  his  country.  For  my  own  part,  in  such  an 
emergency,  I  shall  not  hesitate  in  resolving  to  take 
my  stand  on  the  same  side  where  I  have  always  been 
found,  whenever  this  subject  has  been  agitated. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  during  the  few  remaining 
days  of  my  administration,  to  co-operate  with  you  in 
the  adoption  of  any  measures,  which  we  mutually  be- 
lieve to  be  conducive  to  the  public  good.    I  do  not 
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doubt  that  we  shall  fully  harmonize  in  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  employ  the  veto 
power  entrusted  to  the  Executive,  by  the  constitution, 
to  arrest  the  success  of  measures  which  appeared  to  me 
fraught  with  evil;  but,  I  have,  on  no  occasion,  re- 
sorted to  this  great  power  of  preservation,  until  all 
other  hope  of  rescue  had  failed.  In  such  emergencies, 
I  have  appealed  to  it,  without  scruple  or  reservation, 
and  I  have  yet  to  learn,  that  the  acts  defeated  by  its 
operation,  have  been  regretted  by  the  people.  Con- 
federacies to  thwart  Executive  recommendations;  com- 
binations to  promote  particular  personal  or  political 
interests,  have,  it  is  true,  clamored  loudly  against  Ex- 
ecutive tyranny,  and  imputed  motives  to  me,  which 
existed  only  in  the  imaginations  of  those  whose  ob- 
jects were  frustrated;  but  the  vast  body  of  the  en- 
lightened community  has  looked  on,  not  only  with- 
out murmuring,  but  with  unequivocal  commendation. 
I  find  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  in  this  manifesta- 
tion of  popular  opinion. 

I  reti-re  from  the  cares  and  solicitude  of  oflSce,  with 
feelings  of  no  ordinary  satisfaction,  and  with  a  heart 
grateful  to  the  honest  and  intelligent  yeomanry  of  my 
native  state,  for  the  cordial  and  undeviating  support 
which  they  have  given  me,  in  the  midst  of  the  worst 
difficulties  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  encounter.  On 
this  support,  I  have  steadfastly  relied,  as  the  guaran- 
tee that,  come  what  might,  Pennsylvania  would  speed- 
ily regain  the  confidence  she  had  lost — prove  to  the 
world,  the  falsity  of  the  reproach  heaped  on  her  in- 
tegrity, and  rise  with  renewed  vigor,  to  run  her  race, 
from  the  temporary  depression  that  had  borne  her 
down.  My  confidence  has  been  realized;  the  day  of 
her  redemption  is  at  hand,  and  every  true  hearted 
Pennsylvanian  must  rejoice,  to  see  her  proud  escutch- 
eon purified  from  the  only  stain  that  had  ever  defaced 
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it  since  the  landing  of  her  founder  upon  the  shores  of 
the  Delaware. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
Executive  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  January  8,  1845. 


To  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment  of 
Thomas  Burnside  to  be  an  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8th,  1845. 
Gentlemen; 

ON  THE  SECOND  INSTANT  I  APPOINTED  AND 
commissioned  Thomas  Burnside  to  be  an  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Com- 
monwealth.    I  now  nominate  him  to  the  Senate. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Giving  Notice  of  the  Appointment  of 

Certain  Public  Officers. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  8th,  1845. 
Gentlemen : 

DURING     THE     RECESS,     THE     FOLLOWING 
named   persons    were    appointed    and    commis- 
sioned to  the  offices  set  opposite  to  their  names. 
I  now  nominate  them  to  the  Senate,  viz : 

August  29,  1844 — Andrew  Arnold,  to  be  an  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
county  of  Armstrong. 

September  18th,  1844 — Hopewell  Hepburn  to  be  As- 
sistant Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the  county  of 
Allegheny. 
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October  23,  1844— Luther  Kidder  to  be  President 
Judge  of  the  21st  judicial  district,  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Schuylkill,  Carbon  and  Monroe. 

November  27,  1844 — David  M.  Bull,  to  be  an  Asso- 
ciate Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
county  of  Bradford,  in  the  room  of  Abraham  Goodwin, 
removed  from  the  county. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  a  Request  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  the  Session  of  Jurisdiction 
over  Certain  Land  near  Pittsburg  to  the  United 
States. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  9th,  1845. 
Gentlemen: 

1  TRANSMIT,  HEREWITH,  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  ceding  jurisdic- 
^  tion  to  the  United  States  over  three  pieces  of  land, 
purchased  for  the  United  States  arsenal,  near  Pitts- 
burg, since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  19th  March,  1816. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

DOCUMENTS. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  November  30,  1844. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  &c.,  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved 11th  September,  1841,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
take  such  steps  as  may  seem  to  you  most  proper,  to  obtain  an 
act  of  your  state,  ceding  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over 
three  small  pieces  of  land,  purchased  for  the  United  States 
arsenal,  near  Pittsburg,  since  the  passage  of  your  state  act 
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of  19th  March,  1816;  the  purchase  thus  made  having  after- 
wards become  necessary  in  order  more  fully  to  perfect  that 
establishment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  sketch  of  an  act,  which  it  is 
thought,  will  embrace  the  object  in  view. 
With  high  respect,  I  am  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WILKINS, 
Secretary  of  War. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Percipher  Lemon  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  Wyoming  County. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  11th,  1845. 
Gentlemen: 

DURING    THE    RECESS,    I    APPOINTED    AND 
commissioned  Percipher  Lemon  to  be  an  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  county  of  Wyoming.     I  now 
nominate  him  to  the  Senate. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Assembly  Concerning  the  Bridge  over  the 
Kiskiminetas  River  at  Warren. 

Gentlemen : 

BY    THE    ACT    PASSED    THE    15TH    DAY    OF 
March  last,  entitled  ^'An  Act  to  authorize  the 
incorporation  of  a  company  to  erect  a  bridge 
over  the  Kiskiminetas  river,  at  or  near  Warren,  Arm- 
strong county,"  certain  persons  therein  named  were 
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appointed  commissioners,  to  perform  the  duties  named 
in  the  said  act.  The  second  section  of  the  said  act 
provides:  ^'that  as  soon  as  fifty  shares  of  stock  shall 
be  subscribed,  and  five  dollars  paid  on  each  share  to 
the  said  commissioners,  they  or  a  majority  of  them 
shall  certify  the  same,  together  with  a  list  of  the  sub- 
scribers, to  the  Governor,  who  shall  constitute  the 
said  subscribers  a  body  corporate,"  &c. 

A  misunderstanding  having  occurred  between  the 
commissioners,  conflicting  reports  were  made  by 
them,  accompanied  with  the  depositions  of  two  of  the 
commissioners,  and  petitions  signed  by  a  number  of 
the  citizens  of  Armstrong  and  Westmoreland  counties, 
representing  that  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
commissioners  does  not  contain  the  names  of  the  orig- 
inal subscribers  of  stock,  and  that  it  was  made  with 
a  view  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  supposing  that  further 
legislation  may  be  necessary  to  do  justice  to  those 
concerned,  I  withheld  the  letters  patent,  and  have 
transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  re- 
ports of  the  commissioners,  together  with  the  deposi- 
tions and  petitions  in  relation  to  them. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  11th,  1845. 


To  the  Assembly  Transmitting  Certain  Documents 
Relating  to  the  Erie  Canal. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  10,  1845. 
Gentlemen: 

IN  REPLY  TO  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SEN- 
ate  of  the  9th  inst.,  requesting  me  to  communicate 
to  that  body  the  proof  that  was  laid  before  me  on 
the  18th  of  December  last,  of  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  canal,  from  New  Castle  to  Erie,  I  transmit  here- 
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with  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Erie  canal  com- 
pany a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  that  company, 
appointing  a  committee  to  receive  possession  of  the 
Beaver  division — the  affidavits  of  Captains  Jacob 
Drum  and  J.  Armstrong,  setting  forth,  that  they  had 
passed  through  the  whole  length  of  the  Erie  extension 
with  their  boats  laden  with  merchandize — a  letter  from 
John  Mitchell,  supervisor,  and  David  Boies,  collector 
of  the  Beaver  division — together  with  letters  from  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  relative  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
extension. 

DAVID  K.  PORTEE. 


To  the  Senate  Nominating  Certain  Persons  to  be  As- 
sociate Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  Several  Counties  Named. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  14, 1845. 
Gentlemen : 

I  NOMINATE  JOHN  P.  DAVIS,  TO  BE  AN  ASSO- 
ciate  judge  for  the  county  of  Crawford,  in  the 
room  of  Stephen  Barlow^,  resigned;   and 
Jacob  Huntzinger,  to  be  an  associate  judge. for  the 
county  of  Schuylkill,  in  the  room  of  George  Rahn,  re- 
signed. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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To  the  Senate  Nominating,  David  Krause  to  be  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District. 

Executive  Chamber, 
Harrisburg,  January  16  th,  1845. 
Gentlemen : 

1    NOMINATE  DAVID   KRAUSE,   OF   DAUPHIN 
county,  to  be  president  judge  of  the  seventh  judi- 
cial district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Bucks 
and  Montgomery,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Burnside, 
resigned. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 


To  the  Senate  Conveying  Certain  Information  Relat- 
ing to  Expenditures  on  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

Executive  Chamber,  January  20, 1845. 
Gentlemen : 

IN  REPLY  TO  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  SEN- 
ate  of  the  16th  Inst.,  requesting  the  Governor  to 
inform  that  body  what  amount  of  money  has  been 
borrowed  and  paid  under  his  warrants  by  virtue  of 
"An  Act  to  establish  an  asylum  for  the  insane  of  this 
commonwealth,"  &c.,  I  have  to  state  that  on  the  21st 
July,  1841,  John  K.  Kane,  Geo.  Rundle  and  John  W. 
Ashmead  were  appointed  commissioners  under  the 
said  act;  who  severally  gave  bonds  in  the  sum  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars  each.  The  surety  of  Mr.  Kane 
is  Robert  Taylor,  the  surety  of  Mr.  Rundle  is  Wm. 
Griffiths,  and  the  suretv  of  John  W.  Ashmead  is  T.  A. 
Raybold. 

Mr.  Kane  resigned  on  the  26th  November,  1841,  Mr. 
Rundle  on  the  16th  October,  1844,  and  Mr.  Ashmead 
on  the  18th  instant. 

On  the  10th  November,  1841,  proposals  were  issued 
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for  a  loan  of  |120,000,  for  the  purposes  designated  in 
the  act,  but  no  bids  were  received.  The  commissioners 
having  purchased  a  site  and  incurred  other  expenses, 
(and  there  being  no  funds  to  meet  these  expenditures, 
in  consequence  of  the  loan  not  being  taken),  two  of 
the  commissioners,  and  others,  subscribed  to  the  said 
loan  to  the  amount  of  |22,335.06,  for  which  certificates 
of  loan  were  issued  by  the  Auditor  General  on  the  8th 
July,  1842— 

To  George  Bundle  and  John  W.  Ash- 
mead,  for  , $4,605  00 

Thomas  M'Cully,  for,   325  00 

Andrew  Benner,  for  805  00 

Thomas  Clyde,  Jr.,  for 3,265  00 

Mathew  Newkirk,  for   10,000  00 

Henry  R.  Brodhead,  for 1,050  00 

And  on  the  10th  November,  1842,  to 
John  W.  Ashmead  and  George  Run- 
die,  for  2,285  06 

Amounting  to f 22,335  06 


No  money  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  these  sub- 
scriptions, and  consequently  no  warrants  were  drawn 
by  me. 

I  have  received  from  John  W.  Ashmead,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  commissioners,  the  report  of  William  Strick- 
land, architect,  exhibiting  the  details  of  the  plan  of 
the  building,  and  the  amount  of  work  done  under  the 
contracts  entered  into  by  the  commissioners,  which 
Is  herewith  transmitted. 

DAVID  R.  PORTER. 
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ABOLITION  of  slavery,  241. 
Abrahams,   Eli,  nominated  to  the  bench,  751. 
Atlams,   Benjamin,   nominated  to  the  bench,  885,   952. 
Joseph,  nominated  to  the  bench,   743. 
Adjutant  general  for  1832,   Report  of,   22. 
for  1833,    Report  of  the,   75. 
for   1834,    Report  of  the,    159. 
for  1835,  On  the  report  of  the,  215. 
for  1842,   On  the  report  of  the,   871. 
for  1843,    On  the  report  of   the,   933. 
for  1845,   On  the  report  of  the,    10«8. 
Alabama  on  protective  tariff,  99. 

on  the  South  Carolina  nullification  proceedings,   99. 
Aldermen,    Constitution  of  1838  on,   513. 
Allegheny   arsenal,   1077. 

On  a  proposition  to  tax  the,   173. 

Request  of  the  United   States  for  jurisdiction  over  lands  pertaining 
to,    214. 
county.   Incendiarism  in,   177,  215. 

Resignation  of  a  Justice-of-the-peace  of,   96. 
Veto  of  incorporation  of-  the  city  of,   656. 
American  party  riots,   1064. 

Americus    Vespucius,    Portrait   presented,    479. 
Anircals,  Hun  anity  to,  334. 
Anthony,  Joseph  B.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  679,  1037. 

member  of  congress,   37,    181. 
Approiriations  tc  originate  in  House,   Constitution  of  1838,  provides  for,   503. 
Arkansas  on  the  abandonment  of  public  lands  to  the  state  in  which  they  are 

located,   417. 
Arms  and  equipments  for  1832,  Report  on,  22. 
for  1833,   Report  on,   75. 
for  1834    Report  on,  159. 
for  1835,  Report  on,   215. 
Amry.   Standing,    Constitution  of  1838  on,   518. 
Arnold,  Andrew,  nominated  to  the  bench,   1076. 
Arrest,    Freedom  of  senators  and  representatives   from.   Constitution  of  1838 

on  the,  502. 
Arsenal,   United  States,   see  Allegheny,  Frankford,  Schuylkill. 
Ash,    Michael  W. ,  member  of  congress,   181. 
Assembly,   Constitution   of  1838  on,   499,   501. 

in  1838,   Riotous  demonstrations  in,  441,  486,  493,   587. 
Message  of  1840  convoking  the,   in  extra  session,   679. 
Asylum,   Insane,   Relative  to,  1081. 

Veto  of  an  act  to  establish  a  state,  666. 


B 


AIL.,   Exce.ssive,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   517. 
Baird,    Thomas,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 

Bank,    Farmers'    and    Manufacturers',    of  Delaware   county,    Veto   of 
incorporation  of,   108. 
Farmers*   and  Traders',   of  Philadelphia,   Veto  of  incorporation  of,   112. 
Girard,  Concerning  the,   28. 
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Bank- 
Lumberman's,  at  Warren,   Veto  of  incorporation  of,  170. 

notes,  601. 

Redundant,  193. 

State,    29S 

under  five  dollars  prohibited,   358. 

under  ten  dollars,   Prohibition  recommended,   364,  366. 

of  Kentucky,   Claims  of,  upon  the  Schuylkill  bank,  890. 

of  Pennsylvania,   C6mment  on  the  condition  of,  932. 
Prospective  liquidation  of,   888. 
Relation  of  state  treasurer  to,   898. 
Veto  of  an  act  to  permit  assignment  of,  909. 

of  the  United  States  accepts  provisions  of  acts  of  the  legislature,  266. 
opposed  by  Georgia,  214. 
Veto  of  charter  of,  by  the  President,  53. 

People's,  of  York  county.  Veto  of  incorporation  of,  116. 

"post  notes,"  618. 

robbers,  Philadelphia,  Reward  for,  16L 

system  in  1842,  931. 

Reform  recommended  in  the,   363. 
State,  604. 

Veto  of  the,  called  Lancaster  Loan  Company,   690. 
Banks,   Against   multiplication  of,   300. 

and  currency  in  1841,  834. 

and  financial  situation  of  1837,  346. 

in  1837,   State  of  the,  361. 
•     in  1843,   State  of  the,    1008. 

John,   member  of  congress,  38,   182,  279. 

Opposition  to  new,  193. 

Veto  of  an  act  relating  to,  763. 
Barlow,    Stephen,    nominated   to  the  bench,    885.  * 
Barnitz,   Charles  A.,  member  of  congress,   37. 
Barton,   George  W.,   nominated  to  the  bench,    676. 
Baskin,   John,   nominated  to  the  bench,  743. 
Beale,  John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  888. 
Beatty,   William,    member  of  congress,    279,   439. 
Beaumont,  Andrew,  member  of  congress,  37,  181. 
Beeson,  Henry  W.,  member  of  congress,  812. 
Bell,   James,    nominated  to  the  bench,  752. 
Bennett,    C.   P.,    Governor  of  Delaware,    Letter  from,   72,   78. 

Ziba,   nominated  to  the  bench,    885. 
Biddle,   Richard,   member  of  congress,  279,  439,  700. 
Bidlack,   Benjamin  A.,   member  of  congress,   699,  915. 
Binney,  Horace,  member  of  congress,  37. 
Black,  Henry,  member  of  congress,  816. 

James,  member  of  congress,  279,  888,  916,  1049. 

Jeremiah  S.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  893. 
Blanchard,  John,  member  of  congress,   1049.   *  . 

Blattenberger,  George,  nominated  to  the  bench,  1031. 
Blythe,    Calvin,   nominated  to  the  bench,   875. 

Bomford,    George,   Colonel  of  Ordnance,   U.   S.   A.,   Letter  from,  174. 
Bonham,  Samuel  C,  nominated  to  the  bench,  677. 
Books,   School,   Need  of  proper,   637. 
Bovard,   James,   nominated  to   the  bench,    677. 
Boyd,    Robert,   nominated  to  the  bench,    751. 
Brackenridge,    Henry  M. ,   member  of  congress,   700. 
Brawley,    John,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Bredin,    John,   nominated   to  the  bench,   881. 
Brewster,  Jonah,  nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Bridge  over  Kiskiminetas  river,  1078. 

Valley  Creek,  413. 

Cumberland  Valley  railroad,  over  the  Susquehanna,  Burning  of,  1067. 
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Brodhead,   John,   nominated  to  the  bench,    951. 

Richard,   member  of  congress,   915,   1049. 
Brown,    Charles,    member   of  congress,    699. 

Jeremiah,   member   of  congress,   699,   915. 
Buchanan,  Andrew,  member  of  congress,  182,  279. 
Bucher,    John   C,   nominated  to   the  bench,   672. 
"Buckshot  war,"    441,    486,   493,    587. 
Buftington,    Joseph,   member  of  congress,   916,    1049. 
Bull,    David   M.,   nominated  to   the  bench,   1077. 
Burd,    George,    member   of    congress,    38. 
Burnside,   Thomas,    nominated  to  the  bench,   750,   1076. 
Burrowes,   Thomas  H.,   secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  258. 
Burying-grounds,    Veto   of  an  act   relative  to   churches  and,    782. 

in  Philadelphia,  901. 


CALHOUN,  John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  671,  743. 
Nomination  to    the  bench  withdrawn,    749. 
Cambria   county.    On  a  certain  murder  trial  in,   1029,   1041. 
Campbell,  James,  nominated  to  the  bench,  897. 

John  H.,   member   of  congress,    1048. 
Canal  and  railroad  bill  of  1837,  On  the,   399. 

in  1837,  Report  on  receipts  of  Pennsylvania,  62. 

system.  Completed,   198. 

in  1836,    State   of  the,   309,   314. 
in  1838,   State,  418. 
in  1841,   State,   826. 

works.  Veto  of  a  bill  relative  to  claims  concerning,  662,  664. 
affairs  at  Columbia,  Veto  of,    1018. 
basin  at  Erie,  On  a,   164. 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  237. 
commissioners  by  the  people.  Veto  of  election  of,  867. 

Correction  of  an  error  in  the  veto  of  the  act  relating  to,   742. 

for  1842,   On  the  report  of,   956. 

in  1836,  On  the  report  of,  268. 

Veto  of  a  bill  for  the,  735,  966. 
charges.  On  certain,  1014. 

damages.    Commissioners  of   appraisal   of,    552. 
Damages  from,   on  Grant's  hill  in  Pittsburg,   147. 
Erie,    Relative  to  the,   1079. 

Huntingdon  breach.   Veto  of  pay  for  repair  of,   752. 
improvements.  On  certain,  338. 
Juniata,    in  1838,  Frauds  connected  with,  685. 
loan  of  1839,  On  the,  561,  646.  ' 

navigation,   Girard  bequest  for,  25. 
Pennsylvania,  Injury  to,  by  freshets,   8. 

Veto  of  bill  for  payment  of  damages  due  to,  114. 
questions,   1069. 
system  In  1832,  42. 

in  1833,   133. 

in  1834,  186. 

in  1835,  225. 

in  1837,   375. 

in  1838,   455. 

in  1839,  595. 

in   1840,    708. 

in   1843,    Receipts   from,    1003. 

in  1845,   1061. 

Philadelphia  and  Columbia,   343. 
transportation  by  steam,    334. 
Veto  of  an  act  to  pay  for  certain,  repairs,  734. 
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Canals  and  railroads,   Pennsylvania,  Loan  for,  42. 
Veto  of  an  act  relative  to,  19. 

in  1842,   Sale  of  certain,  939. 

Chio  on  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,   171. 
Cannon,   Recasting  old,  479. 
Capitol  grounds,    1067. 

Carcthers,   John,   nominated  to  the  bench,  909. 
Casey,  Thomas,   Murder  of,  330. 

Cass,  Lewis,  Secretary  of  War,  Letter  from,  143,  173. 
Census  of  the  state,  641. 

Septennial,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  499. 
Chambers,   George,    member  of  congress,  37,   181. 
Champneys,  Benjamin,  nominated  to  the  bench,   671. 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,   237. 
Chester  county  prison,   Veto  of  legislation  on,   757. 
Cholera,    Asiatic,    Epidemic  of,    30,    41. 
Chcrpenning,    George,    nominated  to  the  bench,    749. 
Church,   Gaylord,    nominated  to  the  bench,   980.^ 
Churches,    Constitution  of  1838  on,   514. 

and  burying  grounds.  Veto  of  an  act  relative  to,  782. 
City  of  Allegheny,  Veto  of  incorporation  of,  656. 
Civil  code.  Revision  of,  54,  207. 

Revision  of.    Completed,  395. 
Clark,  John,  Murder  of,  270,  274. 

William,  member  of  congress,  37,  181. 
Clarke,   James,   Canal  commissioner.   Letter  from,  8,   14,   64,  147,  164. 
Clerk  hire  in  the  treasury  department.   Veto  of,  865. 
Clerks  of  courts  and  officials,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  512. 
Clover,   Levi  C,  nominated  to  the  bench,   1031. 
Coal  company,   Hanover,   Veto  of,  494. 

industry,   1072. 

trade  in  1838,  Position  of  the,  47l 
in  1839,   Position  of  the,  649. 
in  1840,   Position  of  the,   7^ 
Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  14. 
Columbus,    Christopher,   portrait  presented,   479. 
Commerce  in  1840,    720. 
Commissions,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  512. 
Congress,  Election  laws  for  members  of,  932. 

Proclamation  of   members  of,   36,    117,   180,   277,   412,  437,   584,   698,  703,    810, 
812,  813,  815,  914,  1035,  1039,   1047. 

Re-apportionment  of  member  of,  24. 

Veto  of  an  act  for  the  election  of  member  of,  962. 
of  an  apportionment  bill  for  members  of,  944. 
Connyngham,   John  N. ,  nominated  to  the  bench,  565. 
Coni-ad,   llobert  T. ,   nominated  to  the  bench,   676. 
Constitution  of  1838,    Action  of,    638. 

Delegates  to  the  convention  for  the,    335,  344. 

Preliminaries  to,    231. 

Proclamation  of,   440. 

continuing  officials  until  their  offices  can  be  filled  under  the,  484. 

of  the    United   States,    Proposal   by  Georgia  for  a  cenvention  to  amend 
the,  62. 
Cooper,   James,  member  of  congress,   438,  6S9. 
Coroners,    Constitution  of  1838   on,   511. 
Corporation,  Veto  of  a  bill  erecting  the  Hanover  Coal  Company  Into  a,   494. 

Veto  of  a  combination,   386,   396. 
Corporations,   Constitution  of  1838  on,  504. 

in  1835,   On,   233. 

On,   129,    192. 
Coulter,   Richard,  member  of  congress,   38. 
Court,   District,    Philadelphia,   1070. 

of  chancery.  Constitution  of  1838,  on,  610. 
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Court— 

of  Common  Pleas,    Constitution  of  1838  on,  50&. 

of  oyer  and  terminer,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  509. 

of  quarter  sessions,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  510. 

Supreme,    constitution   of   1838  on,   508. 
Excess  of  business   in  the,   150,   728. 
in  1834,   On  the,   208. 
Report  of,    643. 
Courts  of  Philadelphia,   643. 

of  the  state,   842. 
Cowan,  James,  Murder  by,   219. 
Cramer,   Joseph,    Murder  by,   272. 
Crawl  ord,  George,   nominated  to  the  bench,  672. 
Criminals  in  1838,    Care  of,   475. 
Cumberland  Valley  railroad  bridge.  Burning  of,  1067. 

Veto  of  a  supplement  to  the  incorporation  of,  653. 
Cunningham,   John,  nominated  to  the  bench,   1032. 
Currency  (see  also,    banknotes,   money)  Banks  and,  in  1841,  834. 

Paper  and  metallic,  601. 

question,  355. 


DALE,   Samuel,   nominated  to  the  bench,   743. 
Dallas,   Trevanion  B.,    nominated  to  the  bench,   583. 
Dansville  and  Pottsville  railroad.  Veto  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  664. 
Dare,    George,   nominated  to  the  bench.  752. 
Darlington,    Edward,   member  of  congress,    37,   181,    278. 
Darragh,  Cornelius,  1035,   1049. 
Davies,   Edward,  member  of  congress,   278,   438. 
Davis,   John,   member  of  congress,  438. 

John  P.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  1080. 
Debt  of  the  commonwealth,  see  Finances,   Loan. 
Debtors,  Constitution  of  1838  on,   518. 
Declaration  of  rights  in  the  constitution  of  1838,  515. 
Delaware  canal,   Chesapeake  and,  237. 

county.     Veto    of    incorporation    of    Farmers'    and    Manufacturers'    bank 
of,   108. 

on    South   Carolina  proposed  convention   of  states   to   consider  questions 
which  have  arisen  between  states  and  general  government,  71. 

on  uniform  organization  of  the  militia,   77. 

river,    Fisheries   in  the,    79. 

Obstructions  in  the,   3,   51,   70,   208. 

Veto  of  a  bill  to  maintain  winter  navigation  of  the,   668. 
Democracy,    Letter  on  the,    985. 
Denny,  Harmar,  member  of  congress,   38,   182. 
Dickey,    John,    member  of   congress,   916. 
Dickinson  college,  for  1832,   Report  on,   6. 
Dillinger,   Jacob,   nominated  to  the  bench,   1034. 
Dimmock,  Oliver  S.,  nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Dimock,    Davis,  jr.,   member  of  congress,   700,   891. 
Dinkey,   Jacob,   nominated  to  the  bench,   1031. 
Divorce'  of  Evan  Evans  and  the  Majors,  Veto  of,  397. 
Dock,   Dry,    at  Philadelphia,    852. 

William,   nominated  to  the  bench,   965. 
Donaldson,   William,   nominated  to  the  bench,    677. 
Donelley,   Captain,  William,  Murder  of,    32. 
Donnell,   Charles  G.,   nominated  to  the  bench,   956. 
Doran,   Joseph   M.,    nominated  to  the  bench,   676. 
Duane,   W.  J.,  Executor  of  Stephen  Girard,  Letter  from,  26,  27. 
DueLs,    Constitution  of  1838   on,    514. 
Duffy,    John,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Dunn,   Samuel,  nominated  to  the  bench,  965. 
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EDUCATION,    Establishment  of  a  system  of  common  school,   188. 
Constitution  of  1838  on,   514. 

Department  of.   Establishment  of  recommended,  453. 
English  system  of,  750. 

Georgia  on  the  application  of  public  lands  to,  156. 
the  state  in  1832,    Condition  of,  49. 
in  1833,   125. 
in  1835,    236. 
in  1836,   293. 
in  1837,   372. 
.       in  1838,  453. 
in  1841,   845. 

In  1842,   933.  ^ 

in  1844,   1068. 
On  universal,   124. 
Edvirards,  John,  member  of  congress,  438,  699. 
Eldred,   Nathaniel  B.,   nominated  to  the  bench,   564,   966. 
Election  district.    Remarks  on  a  bill  regulating  the,    1031. 

riots,   184. 
Elections,  Constitution  of  1838  on,   507. 

Freedom  of,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   516. 
Electoral  franchise.    Conditions  of  the,  447. 
Electors,   Presidential,   34,   280,  701,   1051. 
England,    Educational  system  of,   750. 
Engle,  Joseph,  nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 

re-nominated  to  the  bench,  864. 
Epidemic   of   cholera,    30,    41. 
Erdman,    Jacob,    member  of  congress,   1048. 
Erie  canal,   Relative  to  the,  1079. 

On  a  canal  basin  at,  164. 
Evans,   Charles,   nominated  to  the  bench,  730. 
Evan,  Divorce  of,  397. 
Josiah  W. ,   nominated  to  the  bench,  983. 
Ewing,   John  H.,   member  of  congress,  1049. 


FASTDAY  proclamation,  30. 
Ferguson,   James,   nominated  to  the  bench,    729. 
Fines,  Excessive,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   517. 
Finances,    State,   42,   58,   132,  136,   160,   1G6,   186,   196^  223,   235,   255,   259,   297,  311, 
346,   370,   418,   462,   481,   532,   561,   590,   599,   646,   651,  672,   675,   679,   683,  705, 
730,  734,  763,  793,   820,   876,   888,  898,  904,  907,  922,  953,  992,  1056. 
in  1834,  Special  message  on,  166. 
in  1836,    Special  message  on,   259. 
in   1837,   Proclamation  on,   346. 
in  1838,    Special  message  on,  418. 
in  1839,   Special  message  on,  532. 
in  1840,   Further  on  the,    683. 
in  1841,  820. 

Special   message   on,    730. 
in  1842,   Special  message  on,   876,   881,   898,   904. 
in   1843,    Special    message  on,    953. 

Message  Convoking  an  extra  session  of  the  assembly  on  account  of,  681. 
Veto  of  a  bill  in  the  interest  of  the,   793. 
Findlay,    James,    appointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,   139. 
Findley,  John,   noirinated  to  the  bench,   952. 

John  King,   ncminated  to  the  bench,   756,   865. 
Fisheries  in  the  Delaware,    79. 
Fleming,   John,   nominated  to  the  bench,  672. 
Floyd,   John,   Governor  of  AHrginia,   Letter  from,   82. 
Fornance,   Joseph,    member  of  congress,   438,    699. 
Foster,   Henry  D.,   member  of  congress,   916,   1049. 
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Foundry,    National,    852. 

Fox,  John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  744. 

nomination  to  the  bench  withdrawn,  748. 
Frankford  arsenal,  Taxation  of,   553. 

United  States  desires  jurisdiction  over,  143,  689. 
Franlting    privilege,    Extension    of,    to    school    purposes,    337. 
Frazier,    James,   Veto  of  a  bill  relative  to  a  claim  of,  662. 
Freemasonry,    Against,    285. 
Frick,  Henry,  member  of  congress,  916,  1040. 
Fry,  Jacob,  Jun.,  member  of  congress,  181,  278. 
Fuller,  George,  member  of  congress,  1050. 


GAL.BRAITH,  John,  member  of  congress,  38,  182,   439. 
Garvin,    William  S.,   member  of  congress,   1040. 

Gayle,  John,  Governor  of  Alabama,  Letter  from,  100. 
Gerry,    James,    member  of  congress,   438,   699. 
Geological  survey  in  1836,  Progress  of  the,  329. 

in  1837,.  The,   390. 

in  1838,   The,   472. 

in  1839,   The,   648. 

in  1840,    The,   718. 

in   1841,   The,    849. 

in  1842,   Ccn'pletion  of  the,  936. 
Georgia  on  the  application  of  public  lands  to  education,  156. 
Gettysburg  railroad,    578. 

"Veto  of  a  resolution  relative  to  the,  557. 
Gibson,  John  B.,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  court.  Memorial  from,  15? 
Girard  bank,    concerning  the,  28. 

Stephen,   Bequest  for  canal  navigation,    25. 
Gillis,  James  L. ,  nominated  to  the  bench,  980,  1030. 
Goodwin,  Abraham,  nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 
Goshert,    Samuel,    nominated  to  the  bench,    886. 
Governor,  Constitution  of  1838  on,   504. 

ineligible  to  other  offices,  by  constitution  of  1838,  505. 
Succession  to.   Constitution  of  1838  on  the,   506. 
Veto  power  of  the,  847. 
Grayson,   John,   nominated  to  the  bench,  905. 
Grenell,  Virgil,  nominated  to  the  bench,  898. 

renominated  to  the  bench,    90S. 
Grier,   Robert  C,   nominated  to  the  bench,    676. 
Grosh,   Jacob,    nominated  to  the  bench,  743. 

renominated  to  the  bench,  864. 
Gustine,    Amos,   member  ofr  congress,   810. 
Gwln,  James,  nominated  to  the  bench,  677,  952. 


HAAS,  Peter,  nominated  to  the  bench,   678. 
Hadey,   James  and  John,   Murder  by,   221.' 
Hammcnd,  Robert  H.,   member  of  congress,  278,  438. 
Hanover  coal  company.  Veto  of  incorporation  of,  494. 
Harper,   Francis,  member  of  congress,   278. 

James,   member  of  congress,  37,   181. 
Harrisburg  insurance  company.    Veto  of  incorporation  of,   685. 

Waterworks,    751. 
Hairison,   Samuel   S.,   member  of  congress,   38,   182. 

William  Henry,   President,   Papers  connected  with  the  death  of,  761. 
Hayes,  Alexander  L.,   nominated  to  the  bench,  678. 
Hayne,   Robert  Y. ,    Governor  of  South  Carolina,   Letter  from,   66. 
Hays,   Samuel,   member  of  congress,   916. 
Henderson,   Joseph,   mgmber  of  congress,    37,    181. 
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Henry,  Thomas,  member  of  congress,  279,  439,  700. 
Hepburn,   Hopewell,   nominated  to  the  bench,   1076. 

Samuel,  nominated  to  the  bench,  553. 
Hess,  George,   nominated  to  the  bench,   676. 
Hibshman,    Jacob,    app'-aiser  of  canal  damages,  552. 
Hiester,   William,   member  of  congress,   37,   181. 
Hill,   Samuel,  nominated  to  the  bench,  677. 
Hook,  Enos,  member  of  congress,  439,  700,  812. 
Horton,    Isaac,   nominated  to  the  bench,   1030. 
Howard,    George,   Governor  of   Maryland,   Letter  from,   18. 
Hnbley,   Edward  B.,  member  of  congress,   181,  278. 
Pluey,   John,  appraiser  of  canal  damages,  552. 
Huntingdon  breach.  Veto  of  pay  for  repair  of,  752. 
Huntzinger,   Jacob,   nominated  to  the  bench,  1080. 
Huston,  Charles,  Justice  of  the  supreme  court.   Memorial  from,  153. 
Hutchinson,   Hiram,    nominated  to  the  bench,   753. 
Hutchison,    Miron,    nominated  to  the  bench,   743. 
Hydt,   Jabez,  ncnJnated  to  the  bench,   677. 


ILLINOIS  on  militia  organization,    67. 
Impeachments,   Constitution  of  1838  on,    508. 
Ii'cendiaries   in  Allegheny  county,   177,   215. 
In  Economy,  Reward  for,  144. 
of  Mount  Vernon  academy,  175. 
of  Pennsylvania  Hall,   426,    471. 
of  Reading  railroad  bridge,  912. 
on  Reading  Railroad,    1033. 
Indiana  on  revolutionary  pensions,   12. 

on  South   Carolina  proposed   convention   of  states  to  consider  questions 

which  have  arisen  between  state  and  general  government,  71. 
on  uniform  militia   organization,    12. 
Ingersoll,  Charles  J.,  member  of  congress,  584,  699,  915,  1048. 

Joseph  R. ,    member  of  congress,    181,   813,   915,    1048. 
Insane    asylum,    Relative   to,    1081. 

Veto  of  an  act  to  establish  a  state,  666. 
in  1S3S,    Care  of  the,   477. 
Internal   improvements.   On,    579. 
Iron  industry,  107?. 

in  1838,   Position  of  the,   473. 
in  1839,   Position  of  the,    649. 
in  1840,   Position  of  the,   722. 
Irvin,   James,   member  of  congress,   699,   916. 
Irwin,   William  W.,   member  of  congress,    70O. 
Ives,   Timothy,  nominated  to  the  bench,  886. 


JACK,  William,   member  of  congress,  700. 
Jackson,   William,    Murder   of,   221. 
Jacoby,   Daniel,  nom.inated  to  the  bench,  965. 
James,    Francis,   member  of  congress,   438,   699. 
Jayne,   Wi'liam  S.,   nominated  to   the  bench,   951. 
Jenks,   Michael  H.,   member  of  congress,  915. 
Jones,  Thomas,  nominated  to  the  bench,  550,  1032. 

Judge,  Information  regarding  vacancies  in  the  office  of  associate,  747. 
Judges,  Effect  of  revised  constitution  on,   639. 
Judiciary,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   508. 
Juniata  canal  in  1838,   Frauds  connected  with,    685. 
Junkin,  John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  888. 
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Jury,    On  the  Inviolability  of  the,  644. 

system,   Ihe,  933. 

trial.    Constitution  of  183S  on,   516. 
Justices  of  the  peace,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  513. 


KEIM,   George  W.,   member  of  congress,   412,  438,  699. 
Keller,  Joseph,  nominated  to  the  bench,  747. 
Kelly,    Meek,   nominated  to  the  bench,   888. 
Patrick,   Murder  of,   350. 
Kennedy,   James,    nominated  to  the  bench,    1032. 
James  J.,    nominated  to  the  bench,   888. 
John,   Justice  of  the  supreme  court,  Memorial  from,  153. 
Kidder,  Luther,  nominated  to  the  bench,  1077. 
King,    Edward,    nominated   to   the   bench,    885. 

Henry,    member  of  congress,   37. 
Klingensmith,    John,   member  of  congress,   182,   279. 
Krause,   David,    nominated  to  the  bench,   1081. 
Kyle,   Joseph,   nominated  to  the  bench,   952. 


LANCASTER,   Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad  to  run  through  busi- 
ness part  of,    14. 
Veto  of  legislation  concerning  the  mayoralty  of,  745,  784. 
Land   office.    Veto  of   abolition   of,    984. 
Veto   of  modification  in,   941. 

Veto  of  resolution  on  copying  the  index  to  patents  in  the,  669. 
Lands,   Public,   Against  abandonment  of,   to  states,    417. 

Georgia  on  the  application  of,  to  education,  156. 
Laporte,  John,   member  of  congress,  37,  38,  182,  677. 
Lathrop,   Benjamin,   nominated  to  bench,    870. 
Lawrence,    Joseph,    member  of  congress,    70O,   895. 
Laws  (see  also  civil  code).  Exchange  of  public,  recommended,  266. 
Leet,  Calvin,  nominated  to  the  bench,   961. 

Isaac,   member  of  congress,    439. 
Legislation,   Suggestion  to  avoid  private,   651. 

Corrupt,   in  1840,   900. 
Legislature   (see  assembly).   Constitution  of  1838   on,   499,   501. 

in  extra  session  in  1840,   Message  convoking,    679. 
Leib,   Owen  D.,    member  of  congress,   1049. 
Lemberger,    Lyon,   nominated  to  the  bench,   886. 
Lemon,   Percipher,    nominated  to  the  bench,   1078. 
Levin,  Lewis  C,  member  of  congress,  1048. 
Lewis,   Ellis,  nominated  to  the  bench,  951. 
Lilley,   Samuel  P.,   nominated  to  the  bench,   871. 
Lincoln,   Levi,    Governor  of  Massachusetts,   Letter  from,   85, 
Loan  for  canal  purposes,  646. 

for  Pennsylvania  canals  and  railroads,  42. 

of  1833,    State,    132,   186. 

of  1834,    State,   160. 

of  1835,    State,    223. 

of  1838,    State.  463. 

of  1839,   State,   561. 

of   1840,    State,    672,    675. 

of  1842,   State,    881. 

Special  message  on  a  state,  907. 
Loans,   Veto  of  an  act  to  pay  certain,   734. 
Logan,    Henry,    member  of  congress,    181,    278. 
Long,  William,  nominated  to  the  bench,  743. 
Longstreth,   Morris,   nominated  to  the  bench,   743. 
Lottery,   Abolition  of,   recommended,  51. 
Loughran  or  McLaughlin,   James,   Murder  of,   275. 
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Loyer,    Martin   and  Henry,   Rape  by,   341. 
L/Ucap,   Robert,    Governor  of  Ohio,   Letter  from,   172. 
Lumpkin,  Wilson,   Governor  of  Georgia,   Letter  from,   62,   156. 
Lunatic  asylum.    Relative  to  a  state,   1081. 

Veto  of  an  act  to  establish  a  state,  666. 
Lupton,    John,   Rape  by,    341. 


MCALLISTER,    William,   nominated   to  the   bench,   888. 
M'Calmont,   Alexander,   nominated  to  the  bench,   577. 
M'Carty,   John,    nominated  to  the  bench,   749. 
M*Caj%   William,   nominated  to  the  bench,    556. 
McClean,    Moses,    member  of  congress,    1049, 
M'Clelland,  Asa,  nominated  to  the  bench,  885. 
McClure,    Charles,    member    of   congress,    278,    703. 

secretary   of   the    commonwealth,    961. 
McCormick,    Joseph,    Murder  by,    434. 
McCulloch,    George,    member  of  congress,    586. 
M"Divit,   James,  nominated  to  the  bench,  965. 
McDowell,    Charles,    nominated  to  the  bench,    676. 
Mcllvain,    Abraham   R.,    member  of   congress,    915,    1048. 
Mack,   George,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 

M'Kean,  Samuel,  reappointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  62. 
M'Kennan,   James,    nominated  to  the  bench,   888. 
McKennan,   Thomar.  M.  T.,   member  of  congress,  38,  182,  279,  895. 
McLaughlin  or  Loughran,   James,   Murder  of,   275. 
Mahon,  A.,   State  treasurer,   Letter  from,  25,  26. 
Major  divorce   ease,   397. 
Mann,   Job,  member  of  congress,  182. 

Joel  K.,  member  of  congress,  37. 
Manufactures  in  1840,   State  of,  720. 
Marohand,    Albert  G.,    member  of  congress,  439,    700. 
Marcy,   W.  L.,    Governor  of  New  York,   Letter  from,  97,   140. 
Maryland,    Commjissioners    to   secure   dismissal    of   actions   against   cltizena 
of,   550. 

on  obstructions  In  the  Susquehanna,   18. 
Massachusetts  on  a  protective  tariff,  85. 
Measures,    Weights   and,    478. 
Merwine,    John,    nominated  to    the  bench,    1034. 
Milesburg  and  Smethport  turnpike  bill.   Veto  of,   660. 
Miller,    Jesse,    member  of  congress,   37,   181,   279. 

Thomas   A.,   nominated  to  the  bench,   886. 
Militia   called   out   in   1838   to   suppress   violence   in   the  assembly,    441,    486, 
493,    587. 

Commander  in  chief.   Constitution  of  1838  on,  505. 

Constitution   of   1838   on  the,    511. 

in  1832,    Report  on  the,  22. 

in  1833,  Report  on  the,  75. 

in   1833,    State  of  the,   130. 

in  1834,    Report  on  the,   159. 

in  1835,    Defects  of  the,    238. 

in  1835,  On  thi  report  on  the,  215. 

in  1836,   Character  of  the,   329. 

in  1839,  On  the,   645. 

in  1841,    On  the,   849. 

in  1844,    Compliment  to  the,  1064. 

North  Carolina  on,  162. 

organization,   Delaware  on  uniform,    77. 
Illinois  on,  67. 
New  York  on,   139. 
Uniform,   12,   67,  77,   131,  139. 

to  repress  violence  in  the  assembly,   587. 
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Mining  company,  Veto  of  the  Offerman  railroad  and,  414. 
Mississippi  on  the  South  Carolina  nullification  proceedings,   105. 
Mitchell,   Robert,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Mitcheltree,  John,    nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Money,  Bank  paper,   601. 
Metallic  or  paper,  257. 
Paper,   Overissue  of,    193. 
State  banks'  paper,   298. 
Montgomery,  John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  671,  677. 
Moorhead,   John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  752. 
Morrill,   Oilman,  nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 
Morris,   Matthias,  member  of  congress,  181,  278. 

Samuel   W.,   member  of  congress,   279,   439. 
Mount  Vernon  academy.   Incendiarism  of,   175. 
Muhlenberg,   Henry  A.,  member  of  congress,  37,  181,   278,  412. 
Muncy,    Patrick,   Murder  by,  275. 
Murder  by  James  and  John  Hadey,  221. 

James  Cowan,  219. 

James  Purcel,  339. 

Joseph  Cramer,  272. 

Joseph  McCormick,   434. 

John  Reef,    275. 

John  Rox,    350. 

Patrick  Muncy,    275. 
in  Cambria  county,    104L 
of  an  unknown  man  near  Lancaster,  554. 

Captain  William  Donnelley,   32. 

Henry  Trumbower,  263. 

James  McLaughlin  or  Loughran,  275. 

John  Clark,  270,  274. 

Patrick  Kelly,  350. 

Pliny  D.  Wells,  434. 

Thomas  Casey,    339. 
trial  in  Cambria  county,    1029,   1041. 
Murray,   John,    nominated  to   the  bench,   743. 
Myers,  Christian,  nominated  to  the  bench,  730. 


NAYLOR,   Charles,   member  of  congress,  438. 
Negro  slavery  (see  also  slavery,  slaves).  Abolition  of,  241. 

Nes,   Henry,    member  of  congress,    916. 
Newhard,    Peter,   member  of   congress,   438,   699. 
New  Jersey,   Effect  of  pilotage  charge  on  citizens  of,  894. 

on  obstructions  in  the  Delaware,  3,  51,  70,  208. 

on  fisheries  in  the  Delaware,   79. 
Newton,    George,    Rape  by,    341. 
New  York  on  militia  organization,  139. 

on  the  South  Carolina  nullification  proceedings,  97. 
Nicholson-Baynton  case  in  1837,   The,   389. 

In  1840,   The,  678. 

in  1843,    The,    958. 

Dismissal  of  agents  for  discovering  property  pertaining  to,  548. 
Nobility,   Constitution  of  1838  disapproves  of,    519. 
Noble,  N.,   Governor  of  Indiana,  Letter  from,  13. 
Noon,   Philip,  nominated  to  the  bench,  677,   953. 
Norrlstown,   Veto  of  certain  improvements  in,   1037. 
North  Carolina,  Exchange  of  laws  requested  by,  267. 

on  nullification,   68. 
Notary  public,  Office  of,  641. 
Nullification  proceedings,    South  Carolina,  68,   81,  95,  97,   99,  105. 
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OATH  OF  OFFICE,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   515. 
Offerman  railroad  and  mining  company,  Veto  of  incorporation  of,  414. 
Offlce,  Incompatible,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   513. 
Tenure  of,    Constitution  of  1838  on,   513. 
Ogle,   Charles,   member  of  congress,   439,    700. 
Ohio  on  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union,  411. 

on  the  junction  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canals,   171. 
on  the  South  Carolina  nullification  proceedings,   93. 

on  the   South   Carolina   proposed    convention   of  states   to   consider  ques- 
tions which   have   arisen   between  states  and  general  government,   93. 


PACKARD,  Frederick  A.,  on  the  English  educational  system,  750. 
Packer,   Asa,    nominated  to  the  bench,   1031. 
Palmer,    Strange  N.,    nominated   to   the   bench,    677. 
Panic  "of  1839,  The,  600. 
Paper  money.    Bank,    601. 
Pardon  of   criminals.   On  the,  934. 
Parsons,   Anson  V.,   reappointed  secretary  of  the   commonwealth,   875. 

nominated  to  the  bench,   727,   952,   960. 
Patton,   Benjamin,  jr.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  671. 

John,   nominated  to  the  bench,    749. 
Paupers  and  crim-inals   in  1838,   Care  of,   475. 
Paynter,    Lemuel,    member  of  congress,    278,    438. 
Pearson,  John  I.,  member  of  congress,  279. 
Penitentiary,    Eastern,   55,   122,    205. 

system  in  1S35,   The,  238. 
in   1845,    The,    1065. 

Western,    57,    123,   210. 
Penrose,    Charles  B.,    Trustee  of  Dickinson  College,   Report  of,   6. 
Pennsylvania  canal  and  railroad.   Report  on  receipts  of,   62. 

canals  and  railroads.  Veto  of  an  act  relative  to,  19. 

Hall,    Incendiaries  of,   426,   471. 
Perry,  "William,   Murder  of,   178. 
Petriken,  David,  member  of  congress,  278,  438. 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad,    14. 

bank  robbers,   161. 

burying  ground,    901. 

courts,    643. 

dry  dock,    852. 

Farmers'   and  Traders'    bank.   Veto  of  incorporation  of,   112. 

Incendiaries  of  Pennsylvania  Hall  in,  426,  471. 

riots,    1064. 
Pilotage  charge.    Effect   of  on  citizens  of  New  Jersey,    894. 
Pittsburg,    Arsenal    near,    see   Allegheny. 

Damage  from  a   canal  on  Grant's  hill  at,   147. 
Plumer,  Arnold,  member  of  congress,  279,  700. 

Benjamin  Adams,   nominated  to  the  bench,   960. 
Pollock,    James,   member  of  congress,    1039,   1049. 
Porter,    David   R.,    Biographical   sketch,    529. 

Disturbances  connected  with  the  election  of,   441,  486,  493,  587. 
Proclamation  of  re-election  and   continuing  offlcials,   817. 
Inaugural  address  on  re-election,   872. 
Letter   stating   personal   political   position,    989. 
Valedictory  remarks,    1053. 

James  M.,   ncminated  to  the  bench,  671. 

William,  ncminated  to  the  bench,   677,  952. 
Postage,   see  franking. 

Potter,   William  W.,    member  of  congress,   278,   438,   586. 
Potts,    David,  jr.,  member  of  congress,   37,  181,  278. 
Power,   Samuel,   Adjutant  General,   Report  of,  23,   76,   160. 
Pref<ident  William   Henry   Harrison,    Papers  on  death  of,   761. 
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Press,    Freedom   of,    Constitution  of  1838  on,    516. 
Printer,   State,   in  1843,   Position  of  ttie,   1010. 

in  1844,  Certain  frauds  in  connection  with  tiie  election  of,  1025. 
On    the,    1071. 

Veto  of  bill  for  the  election  of,   980. 
Prison  (see  penitentiary),  Chester  county.   Veto  of  legislation  on  the,  757. 
Proclamation  concerning  the  financial   situation  of  1837,   346. 

continuing  officials  until  their  offices  could  be  filled  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  1S38,   484. 
of   a   day  of  fasting  and   prayer,    30. 

thanksgiving,  1843,  991. 
of  constitution  of  1838,    440. 

of  delegates  to  the  constitutional  convention  of  1837-38,   335,  344. 
of   electors,    presidential,    34,    280,    701,    1051. 
of  members  of  congress,  36,  117,  180,  277,  412,  437,  584,  698,  703,  810,  812,   813, 

815,    914,    1036,    1039,    1047. 
of  election  of  Governor  Ritner  and   continuing  officials,   252. 
of  re-election  of  Governor  Porter   and   continuing  officials,   817. 
of  Governor  Wolf  and  continuing  officials,   39. 
of  reward   for  incendiaries  in  Allegheny  county,   177,   215. 
incendiaries   in   Economy,    144. 
incendiaries  of  a  Reading  railroad  bridge,   912. 
incendiaries   of  the  Mount  Vernon    academy,    175. 
incendiaries  who  destroyed  Pennsylvania  Hall,    426. 
James   and   John  Hadey,    and   others  for  murder,    221. 
James  Cowan,   for  murder,    219. 
James  Purcel,    for  murder,   339. 
John  Rox,    foi    murder,    350. 
Joseph  Cramer  for  murder,    272. 
Joseph  McCormick  for  murder,   434. 
Martin  and  Henry  Loyer,   and  others  for  rape,  341. 
murderers  of  an  unknown  man,  near  Lancaster,  554. 
of  Captain  William  Donnelley,   32. 
of  Henry   Trumbower,    263. 
of  John  Clark,  270,  274. 
of  William  Perry,   178. 
Patrick  Muncy,  John  Re'ef,  et  al.,  for  murder,  275. 
Philadelphia  bank  robbers,   161. 
superseding    the    agents    for    the    discovery    of    Nicholson-Baynton    prop- 
erty,   548. 
Prosecutions,    Constitution  of  1838   on,    516. 
Prc'tection,   Alabama  on,  99. 
Massachusetts  on,    85. 

of  home  products,  52.  .      ~~ 

Tariff  for,   292. 
Prcthc notaries,   Constitution  of  1838  on,  512. 

Public  works  (see  also  canal,    railroad)  in  1838,   Appropriations  for,  418. 
Purcel,   James,    Murder  by,   339. 


R 


AILROAD  and  canal  bill  of  1837,   On  the,  399. 

matters,  Veto  of  a  bill  relative  to  claims  concerning  662,  664. 
system  in  1841,   826. 
and  mining  company,    Veto  of  incorporation  of  the  Buck  Ridge,   386,   396, 

Veto  of  the  Offerman,   414. 
bridge,    Burning  of  the   Cumberland  Valley,    1067. 

Burning   of  a   Reading,    912. 
Columbia  and   Philadelphia,    14. 
Cumbarland  Valley,   bridge.    Burning  of,    1067. 

Veto  of  a  suppliment  to  the  incorporation  of,   653. 
Gettysburg,    On   the,    578. 

Veto  of  a  resolution  relative  to,  557. 
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Railroad — 

Harrisburg  and  Lancaster,   Veto  of  a  loan  for  the,   384. 

in  1832,   Pennsylvania  canal  and.    Report  on  receipts  of,   62. 

in   Philadelphia  streets,    Veto  of  legislation  on  a,    901. 

loan   of    1839,    On   the,  ■  561. 

On  a  conflict  between  t*ie  state  and  a  private,  company,  343. 

Pennsylvania,    Veto    of  an  act  for  the  relief  of    certain  contractors   on 

the,   787. 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  and.  Allegheny  Portage,   Veto  of  a  resolution 

relative  to  the,  950. 
Reading,   Incendiarism  on  the,    1033. 
system  in  1832,   42. 
1834,   186. 

1837,  375. 

1838,  418,   455. 

1839,  595. 

1842,    Sale  of  certain  parts  of  the,   939. 
Railroads,  On  certain,  1014. 

Pennsylvania  canals  and,    Loan  for,    42. 
Veto  of  an  act  relative  to,  19. 
Rahn,  George,  nominated  to  bench,  965. 
Ramsej',  Alexander,   member  of  congress,    916,  1049. 
Robert,   member  of  congress,  37,  699. 
"William  S.,  member  of  congress,  438,  699,  703,   811. 
Rape  by  Martin  and  Henry  Loyer,  John  Lupton  and  George  Newton,  341. 

of  Mary   Kidman,   341. 
Recognizances,    Forfeited,    Veto  of  act  relative  to,    941. 
Read,  Almon  H.,  member  of  congress,   891,  915,  1050. 

nominated  to  the  bench,   565. 
Reed,  Charles  M.,  member  of  congress,  916. 
Reef,    John,    Murdei    by,    275. 
Reily,   Luther,   member  of  congress,   278. 
Religious  societies.    Constitution  of  1838  on,   514. 
Repiesentatives  free  from  arrest,   Constitution  of  1838  makes,    502. 
House   of.    Constitution  of   1838   on,   499. 

ineligible  to  other  offices,    Constitution  of  1838   makes,   502. 
Revenue  act.  Veto  of,   793. 
Revolution,  Pensions  for  veterans  of  the,   12. 
Reynolds,   John,   Governor  of  Illinois,   Letter  from,   67. 

William  C,   nominated  to  the  bench,   744. 
Rhode  Island  on  the  admission  of  Texas  into  the  union,  409. 
Richards,   Matthias,    nominated  to  the  bench,    749. 
Riots,    Election,    184. 

in   Philadelphia,    1064. 
Ritner,   Joseph,    Biographical  sketch,   249. 

Proclamation  of  election  and  continuing  officials,   252. 
Inaugural  address,   254. 

Riotous   demonstrations   consequent  upon   failure  of  re-election,    444, 
486,    493,    587. 
Ritter,   .John,   member  of  congress,   915,  1048. 
River,  IBridge  over  Kiskiminetas,  1078. 
Delaware,    Fisheries  in  the,    79. 

Obstructions  in  the,  3,  51,   70,   208. 

Veto  of  a  bill  to  maintain  the  winter  navigation  of,  668. 
Susquehanna,   Concerning  an  obstruction  to  the,  18,  780. 
Road  bill,  Veto  of  a,   566. 
On   the   Cumberland,    218. 

Veto  of  a  Milesburg  and   Sanderson's  Mill,    102O, 
Milesburg  and    Smethport   turnpike,    6€0. 
Robbers,   Philadelphia  bank.    Reward  for,  161. 
Robinson,    Moncure,    Canal   engineer.    Letter  from,    15. 
Rogers,  Melton  C,  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  Memorial  from,  153. 
nominated  to  the  bench,    S70. 
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Rooks,   John  L. ,  nominated  to  the  bench,   886.  • 

Ross,   John,  justice  of  the  suprenae  court.   Memorial  from,   153. 

Perrin,    nominated   to   the   bench,    951. 
Rox,    John,   Murder  by,   350. 

Ruckman,    John,    nominated  to  the   bench,   960. 
Russell,  James  M. ,  member  of  congress,  815.  *  , 

Ryan,   John,   ncminated  to  the  bench,   888. 


s 


AEGER,    Joseph,   nominated  to  the  bench,   486. 
y^      Sartwell,   Solomon,   jr.,   nominated  to  the  bench,   743. 

Schell,    George,    nominated  to  the  bench,    886. 
Schnabel,   Geoi'ge,   nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
School  books,   Need  of  proper,    637. 

districts,   Veto  of  an  act  making  competent  jurors  and  witnesses  of  in- 
habitants of,  784. 
system.    Establishment  of  the  common,   188. 
Schools,    Free,   125. 

in  1835,    Common,    236. 
in  1836,  Common,  293. 
in  1837,   Common,   372. 
in  1838,  Common,  453,  482. 
in  1841,   Common,    845. 
in  1844,    Common,    1068. 
Public,    Constitution  of  1838  on,   514. 

Superintendent  of.   Establishment  of  office  of,  recommended,   453,  846. 
Schuylkill  arsenal,    Taxation   of,    553. 

United  States  desires  jurisdiction  over,   143,    689. 
Scott,    A.    M. ,    Governor   of   Mississippi,    Letter   from,    106. 
Seal  of  the  state,    Constitution  of  1838  on,  512. 

to  authenticate  papers  during  recess  of  assembly.   Need  of  a,   480. 
Secession,  South  Carolina  doctrine  of,   65,  71,  81,  93,  97,   99,  105. 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,   Anson  V.  Parsons,   875. 
Charles  McClure,   961. 
Francis  R.  Shunk,  532. 
James   Findley,    139. 
Samuel  M'Kean,    62. 
Thomas    H.    Burrowes,    258. 

appointed  by  the  governor,   Constitution  of  1838  provides  that,   505. 
Constitution  of  1838*on,  505,  507. 
Expenses  of  the  ofilce  of,    481. 

Recommendation     of    the     detachment    of     superintending     common 
schools  from'  the,    453,    846. 
Seminaries  of   learning.    Constitution  of  1838  on,   514. 
Senate,   State,   Constitution  of  1838  on,    499,   500,   501. 
Senator,  'United  States,   in  1833,   Failure  to  elect  a,   120. 
•    Provision  for  the  election   of,    646. 
William  Wilkins,    Resignation  of,    207. 
Senators,   State,   free  from  arrest,   Constitution  of  1838  provides,   502. 
ineligible  to  other  ofHces,   Provision  of  constitution  of  1838,  502. 
Sergeant,    John,    member   of    congress,    278,    438,    699,    814. 
ShaefCer,   Emanuel,   nominated  to  the  bench,  951. 
Shafer,   John,    nominated  to  the  bench,  870. 
Shaler,    Charles,    nominated    to   the   bench,    784. 
Sharp,    Jesse,    nominated  to  the  bench,    743. 
Sheffer,   Daniel,   member  of  congress,   278. 
Sheriffs.   Constitution  of  183S  on,    511. 

Sherts,    William,    Secretary  of  State  of  Indiana,    Letter  from,   73. 
Shindel,   John,    nominated  to  the  bench,   SS6. 
Shunk,    Francis  R.,   Advertisement  for  canal  and  railroad  loan,   563. 

appointed  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,   532. 
Siggens,  William,   nominated  to  the  bench,   885. 
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Silk   culture,    393,    477.     * 

manual,    On  a,    410. 
Simcnton,   William,   member  of  congress,   438,   699. 
Slavery,   Against,   2S0. 

Whittier's  poem  on   Governor  Ritner's  attitude  toward,    250. 
Sla.ves,   Emancipation  of,   241. 

Smethport  turnpike  bill,    Veto  of  Milesburg  and,    660. 
Smith,  Jacob.  W.,   nominated  to  the  bench,  951,  957. 

John  T.,    member  of  congress,   915. 

Samuel  A.,    nominated  to  the   bench,    1034. 
Smyser,    George,   nominated  to  the  bench,  744. 
Smyth,   William,   nominated  to  the  bench,   781. 
Snowden,   Charles  G.,    nominated  to  the  bench,   583. 

John  M.,  nominated  to  the  bench,   679. 
Snyder,   John,    member  of  congress,   700. 
Soldiers,   Quartering,   Constitution  of  1838  on,  518. 
Southard,   Samuel  L.,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  Letter  from,  79. 
South  Carolina,   nullification  proceedings,   81,   93,   97,   99,   105. 

proposed  convention  of  states  to  consider  questions  which  have  arisen 

between  state  and  general  governments,   65,   71,    93. 
Transmittal  of  documents  from,   59. 
Sl-aight,  Richard  D.,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Letter  from,  267. 
Speakers,  of  house  and  senate.  Constitution  of  1838  on,   501. 
Specie  payments  in  1841,   837. 

Resumption   of,    367. 
Speculation,   on,  286. 

Statutes,   Exchange  of  recommended,   266. 
Stewart,  Andrew,   member  of  congress,  38,  916,  1049. 

John,   nominated  to  the  bench,    886. 
Strohm,    John,    member  of  congress,   1048. 
Suffrage,    Conditions   of,    447. 

Surveyor  General's  office.    Veto  of  an  act  relative  to,    941,    1045. 
Susquehanna,    Burning  of  bridge  over  the,   1067. 

Obstructions   in    the,    18,    780. 
Sutherland,   Joel   B.,    member  of  congress,    37,    117,   181. 
Swain,  D.  S.,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Letter  from,  69,  162. 


TAGGART,   Thomas,   nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 
Tariff,  Alabama  on  the,   99. 
Massachusetts  on  the,  85. 
Protective,    advocated,    52,    292,    1071. 
Tax,    Inheritance,    Collection  of   the,    197. 
Taxable  inhabitants.    List  of,   641. 
Taxation  in  1840,   Additional,   708. 
in  1843,   Recommendation  for,  995. 
under  Governor  Porter,   1056. 
Texas,   Admission  of,   into  the  Union,   On  the,   409,   471. 
Thanksgiving  proclamation,    1843,    991. 
Thompson,  James,  nominated  to  the  bench,  566,   1044. 
member  of  congress,  1049. 
John,  nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 
Toland,    George  W.,    member  of  congress,   278,    438,    699. 
Treason,   Attainder  of,   Constitution   of  1838  on,   518. 
Treasurer,   State,   Constitution  of  1838  on,   512. 

Veto  of  an  act  directing  certain  suits  to  be  brought  by  the,  856. 
Veto  of  a  resolution  regarding  the,   495. 
Trial  by  jury.   Constitution  of  1838  on,    516. 
Troy  Methodist  church,   Veto  of  incorporation  of,   727. 
Trumbower,    Henry,    Murder   of.    263. 
Tyler,    Moses,    nominated    to   the  bench,    678. 
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UNION  canal  company,  Veto  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  664. 
United  States  arsenal,   see  Allegheny,    Frankford,    Schuylkill, 
authorities  called  upon  in  1838  to   suppress  violence   in  the  assem- 
bly,   444,    486. 
desires   jurisdiction   over    Schuylkill  and   Frankford  arsenals,    143. 
Proposed  convention  to  consider  questions  between  states  and  the, 
66,    71. 


Y  ALLEY  Creek  bridge,    413. 
Van  Amringe,   Henry  H.,   nominated  to  the  bench,  565. 
Vaux,  Richard,   nominated  to  the  bench,  888. 
Veto  of  a  loan  for  the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  railroad,   384. 

of  the  incorporation  of  the  Buck  Ridge  railroad  and  mining  company,  386. 
power  of  the  Governor,  847. 
Virginia  on  the  South  Carolina  nullification  proceedings,  81. 
Voting,  Conditions  for,  447. 
Voute,   Henry,  nominated  to  the  bench,   677. 
Vroom,  Peter  D.,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  Letter  from,   4. 


WAGENER,   David  D.,  member  of  congress,  37,  181,  278,  438. 
Wallace,    John,    justice   of  the  peace,    96. 
Warren  bridge  over  the   Kiskiminetas,    1078. 
Lumberman's  bank,    Veto  of  incorporation  of,   170. 
"War,    Buckshot,"  444,    486,  493,   587.  * 

War  of  the  revolution,  Pensions  for  veterans  of  the,  12. 
Waterworks,    Harrisburg,    751. 
Watmough,   John  G.,  member  of  congress,   37. 
Watts,   Fred.,   Trustee  of  Dickinson  College,   Report  of,   6. 
Weights  and  measures,  478. 

Welch,    Sylvester,  canal  engineer.   Letter  from,    12. 
Walker,  George  C,  nominated  to  the  bench,  886. 
Wells,  Pliny  D.,  Murder  of,  434. 
Westbrook,  John,  member  of  congress,  699. 
White,  Nathaniel,  nominated  to  the  bench,   951. 
Wilcox,  William  P.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  743. 
Wilmot,    David,    member  of  congress,   1049. 
Wilkins,   William,   member  of  congress,  916,  1035. 

secretary  of  war.  Letter  from,  1077. 

United  States  senator.   Resignation  as,    207. 
Wilson,  Abraham  S.,   nominated  to  the  bench,  893. 

Samuel  H.,    nominated   to  the  bench,    781. 
Winslow,   James,   nominated  to  the  bench,  749. 

Winter  navigation  of  the  Delaware,  Veto  of  a  bill  to  maintain  the, 
Wolf,    George,    Inaugural  address  on  re-election,    60. 

Proclanation  of  re-election  and  continuing  officials,   39.- 

Valedictory  remarks,  244. 
Women,  Education  of,  638. 

Woodward,   George  W.,   nominated  to  the  bench,  756. 
Work,  John  H.,  nominated  to  the  bench,  885. 
Worship,   Freedom  of,  Constitution  of  1838  on,  515. 


Y 


OHE,    Samuel,  nominated  to  the  bench,  486. 
York  county.  Veto  of  incorporation  of  People's  bank  of,  116. 
Yost,  Jacob  S.,  member  of  congress,  915,  1048. 


rWOOTS.,  Shem,  appraiser  of  canal  damages,  552. 
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